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INTERNATIONAT, MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THe FAR EAST

THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA, et al
_VE -
ARAKI Sadao, et al
- Defendante=-

W

HEaving first duly sworn an oath ag on the attached shect, .in
accordance with the procedure prevaliling in my country, 1 hereby
depose asg follows:

I am a former colonel. My nresent residerics
Kamiyagira, Matsudo City, Chilba Prefecture. AT

-

serving in the 1lst Demobhilization Eursau.

Concerning the troop strength of the Kwantung Army and the
Korea Army, a document was prepa.-ed and submitted to the GHQ at
their request. The document Wwas prepared by a committee of men,
formerly of the War Ministry and the General Staff Oflice, con-

The

cerned with such matters, from their notes and memories. iiae
following is an accurate éxcerpt from that document. 1 was

formerly attached to the War Minisiry and the General Staff Offic.
and took part in that meeting. .

CONCERNING THE TROOP STRENGTH O
THE XOREA ARIMY IN 1945

With the crowing intensity of the war in the FPaclfiic, troops
were gradually belng transferred from the Kwantung Army to tne
southern areas, China, etc., 3nd in the year 19,5, with a decisive
hattle on the mainland of Japan in view, more Troops were trans-
ferred from thz XKwantung Army to Japan Froper and Korea, the out-
l1ine being as follows:

January 1 division, 1 army headouarters and 1 aviation unit
to Formosa and .China.

February ierlal unit to China.
March ' divicsione and 1 tank division to Japan Proper
divisions to Xorea.

Anril 1 tank brigade to Japan Proper
1 transport unit to Lorea
1

June rear service uni’.

On the other hand, the Kwantung Army was compelled to plian
a defensive campalgn, the general trend indicating the Soviet's
entry into the war against Japan. That is to say that from about
the end of 195y unlawful rontier-violations on the part of Russi
tnereasad in frequeney, and in february 19!15 transfer of troops
in great numbers Ifrom Lurope to .the Snoviset ¢ar magt began. On
5 April the Soviet Union denouncad the Neutrality Fact without eon-

sultation ind tho transfer of troops bz2cams actlve.
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The Imperial Headguarters sstimated that the U S S R, after
determining the phases ~f the war in the Pacific, would declare
war on Japan by winter. In July, with the proclamation of the
Potsdam Declaration, the probability of Soviet participation In
the war became greater, and our estimate was that Dy that autum~

war would D€ declared.

With the above estimate emergency measures were taken in con-
nection with the Kwantung Army as follows:

8 divisions and . mixed brigades were newly installe

February
in Manchuria.

April With the denunciation of the Neutrallty Pact order:
wepe issued to prepare for the transfer of y divi-
sions from China to Manchurila.

Tt was decided to readjust the front in China and
collect forces in North and Central China, ana on
30 May the order of battle of ths Kwantung Army
was issued, the transfer of l divisions from China
to Manchuria ordered, the period of transfer belng
for between June and the end of July. Also a partd
~f the Korea Army stationed 1n Northern Korea was
placed under the command of the Kwantung Army.

May

1 army headquarters and 1 division transferred toO
Korea from China and placed under the command of

the Kwantung aArmy.

Tatal mobilization of sound-men in Korea and
Manchuria ordered, but the U S S R entaresd the war
before the coupletion of the mobilization

At the close of the war total manpower accorcing
1-
J

organizations was 780,000, but mobilization not being complete
no asccurate rigures can be had. As ©O the quality of the army, iU
being newly formed, and the men uneducated and with feeble equip-

ment, it was very poor.

In Korea and especially in ~outhern Korea, preparations were
peing made for the war against the United States, and at the clos.
of the war there were divieions, 2 mixed brigades and 2 mixed
regiments, totaling about 260,000 men.
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OATH

In accordance with my conscience I swear to tell the whole

truth, ~ithholding nothing and adding nothing.

Takavama Nobutake (seal)

On this 3rd day of June, 1947
At Tokyo
DEPONENT  Takayama Nobutake (seal)

I, Ikeda gumihisa, hereby certlfy that the above statemant
was sworn to by the deponent, who affixed his signature 2and seal
thereto in the presence ~f this witness.

On the asame date
At Tokyo

Treda Sumihisa (seal)

Certificate

T nio, ol s Defense, heredy certify that 1 am con-=
versant wlth Japanece languafes, and that the
foregoing 1s, my knowledge and belief, 2 correct

translation ~»f the origlin: documendv.

"T'Lb e F u:’“i O

10Kyo
l, June 19LT




