Def. Doc. 1483-A-B-C

Merch 4, 1939

A * # * "

Telephone ¢onversation with RiﬁbentrOp; he ‘is
F still sure of Japanese support of the Tripartite Pact, but

$ claims that it will take several weeks to reach an agree-
h ment.

w

" April 27, 1939

Pty = e

Nothing new except conversation with the Japanese
Ambassador, who says that the last word regarding Japan's
official decisions on the Tripartite Pact has not yet been

sald., It is necessary, however, to know it before 6 May,
and I speak to that effect.

] * * *®

— e

: April 28, 1939

) C * * *

: I receive news from Japan: 1t .seems now that
F' they are deciding to sign the alliance. I tell Shiratori
‘ . that in any case they must hasten and tell us Yes or No;

f within a few days I shall meet Ribbentrop and we must make
| our decision, especially as diplomatic activity among the
| democracies has become very intense during these last days
l and as the Anglo-Soviet alliance seems now a concrete and
| completed fact. The Duce returns to Rome.

:

! EXCERPTS TAKEN FROM IPS Doc.#1418




Def. Doc. 1483-D-E-F

D May 5, 1939

Many conversations, but none of particular in-
tegest except the one with the Japanese Ambassador. The
final formula for the Tripartite Pact has been sent to Arita
in Tokyo. Very weak. Ribbentrop too is dissatisfied with it.
But the Ambassador warns me that now it is difficult to push
matters further and that we are close to the breaking point.

i * K

E May 6 and 7, 1939
4 ¥ *

The alliance, or rather the immediate announce-
ment of the alllance, was decided Saturday evening right
after dinner at the éontinental, following a telephone call
from the Duce, After the talk, I reported to Mussolini the
results, satisfying from our point of view. He, as always
when he has achleved something, demands more, and asked me
to have the Bilateral Pact announced, which he has always
preferred to the Triangular Alliance. Ribbentrop, who, at
the bottom of his heart, has always aimed at the inclusion
of Japan in the Pact, at first demurred but then ended by
glving in with the reservation that he must obtain Hitler's
eapproval and personally helped with the editing of the com-
munique. When I informed the Duce on Sunday morning he
displayed particular satisfaction. |

¥ * +

F May 14, 1939

Ribbentrop is meking a last attempt to add a
tripartite pact with Japan to the signature of the alliance.
I do not object although I am fundamentally skeptical of the
possibility and also of the usefulness of the thing.

* * *

S EXCERPTS TAKEN FROM IPS Doc. #1418
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