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24 December 1944

Frem: cecretary ef the Vavy,
e Distridbution List.

Subject: Bielngieal Warfare, Prliey nn Security ~f Infarmatisn
Relating tn,

L, in order ¥ provide a uniform policy by the Army and Wavy
On the security o»f matters relating to Rinlogieal Warfare. the Joint

Regearch and Development Board has recommended the following policy
be adnpted:

(a) Informatinn concerning the existence »f, »r eancerning
any details nf the Natinnal Program »n Binlagical Wer.
fare shall be classified TOP SECRET until doawngraded in
accordance with the orocedure af €») belaw.

(b) The reclassificatisn af infrrmatinn concerning any

feature »f the program or any product, commndity, or

pracess which may be develnned as a result »f the progsram
shall be made the subjeet of a recommendatinn ty the

Uommittee on Biological Warfare to th Joint Researeh and

Development Board for approval and promulgation by the
Board,

S, +he policy is approved and agencies concerned will
-

0¥ 1t in their handling of this program, 70 ascist in the implementation

of the above poliecy, the Committee on Biological Warfare has been de-
signated as Committee X.
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Distribution List:

Chief of Naval Operations,

Chief of the Bureau of Aersnautics.

Chief of the Bureau of Yards and Docks,

Chief of the Bureau of Medicine and Surgery.,

Chief of the Bureau sf Ordnance.

Chief of the Bureau of Ships. e
Chief of the Bureau of Supplies and Accv nts.m
Chief of Naval Personnel. ol

Chief of Naval Research,
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5 December 1946

Honorable Robert P, Patterson
Secretary of War
washington 25, D, C,

Dear Yr, Patterson:

Subject: Joint Policy on Seeurity of Information Relatins
L0 the Nutional Program on Plological Yarfare

in view of the divergence in the security classi fications
afforded matters concerning Piological Warfare by various acencies
of the Jervices, the potentialities of this type of warfare and
the strategical repercussions which will result fron disclosure of
the existence of an active program on Piological Warfare, the Joint
"esearch and Development Board has formulated the following policy:

(a) Information concernt ng the existence of or concerning
any detalls of the Yatlonal Progran on Blological Warfare shall be

¢lassified Top Secret until downgraded in accordance with the Pro-
cedure of (b) below.

(b) The reclassification of information concerning any
feature of the progran or any produet, commodily, or process which
may be developed as a result of the progran shall be made the sub-
Ject of a recommendation by the Conmittee on Blological Warfare to

the Joint Research and Develrpment Poard for approval and promulga-
tion by the Board.

To assist in the implementation of the above poliecy, the

vommittee on Biological varfare, JRDB, has been designated as "Com-
mittee X,."

Promulgation of the above information t- all agencies con-
cerned of the rmy and the Navy is requested,

Sincerely yours,
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€ December 1046

Honorable Jares V, Forrestal
Secretary of the Navy
Hashington 25, D, C,

Dear ¥r. Forrestals

“ubject: Joint Policy on Security of Information Felatl ng
vo the Natlonal Program on Biological TYarfare

In view of the divergence in the security classifications
alfforded matters concerning Plological Tarfare by vari >us agencies
of the Services, the potentislities of this Lype of warfare and
the strategical repercussions which will result from disclosure of
the existence of an active program on Biological Warfare, the Joint
Research and levelopment Board has formul ated the following noliey:

(a) Information concerning the existence of or concerning
any details of the "ational Program on Mological Warfare shall be

classified Top © t until dowmgraded in accordance with the pro-
cedure of (b) below.

(b) The reclassification of information concerning any
feature of the program or any product, commndity, or process which
may be developed as a result of the orogram shall be made the sub-
1ect of a recommendation by the Comxiittee on Biological %arfare to

Lthe Jo'nt 'esearch and Development Board for approval and promulga-
tion by the Poard,

o assist in the implementation of the above policy, the
Committee on Biological Warfare, JRDB, has been designated as "Conm-
nittee ' ,"

Promulation of the above information Lo all a encies cone
cerned of the frmy and the Navy is requosted,

Sincerely yours,




