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. GENERAL
(a) Unit Reporting V=82

(d) Take off: Date _27 liarch 1946

3 /26 /8¢

e e —— - E—— ——

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

(e) Mission 36

e~ ———— . — S —

(b) Based on or at USS BENNINGTON (CV-20)

(¢) Report No.
Time (LZT)__ O8868(I) (Zone): Lat. 289 80' §

g - AERADU ISIAND (f) Time of Return__ 1234{I) (Zone)
II. OWN AIRCRAFT OFFICIALLY COVERED BY THIS REPORT.

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

40

Long. 1299 6B §

NUMBER -
TYPE SQUADRON ' BOMBS AND TORPEDOES
W s ERERY e | PLAREING CARRIED (PER PLANE) ik Dl NG
(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g)
4 -’ M G.P. on 4 Ja 0025 ®
P6red Viel2 8 0 i 1l - 250§ G.P, on 4 a/e 2025
I1l. OTHER U. S. OR ALLIED AIRCRAFT EMPLOYED IN THIS OPERATION.
TYPE SQUADRON NUMBER BASE TYPE SQUADRON | NUMBER BASE
HONE

IV. ENEMY AIRCRAFT OBSERVED OR ENGAGED (By Own Aircraft Listed in 11 Only).

| onlen [MoBRES e | gtiing B
8 s/c ocbserved point 45 miles N.B, A Shima thought to be eneay,
(ZONE)
(ZONE)

(h) Apparent Enemy Mission(s)_

Did Any Part of

(i)

Encounter(s) Occur in Clouds?

Time of Day and Brilliance

(j) of Sun or Moon

(YES OR NO)

If so, Describe Clouds

- (BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF COVER)

(NIGHT, BRIGHT MOON; DAY, OVERCAST; ETC.)

(k) Visibility

(MILES)
V. ENEMY AIRCRAFT DESTROYED OR DAMAGED IN AIR (By Own Aircraft Listed in I Only).
T(\?F))E (b) DESTROYED OR DAMAGED BY: (c) m
ENEMY A/C | TYPE A/C | SQUADRON PILOT OR GUNNER GUNS USED WHERE HIT, ANGLE gme%E
NOHE
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G ACAC T . AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT ' (Reclassify when

Sheet 2 of § X : filled out)

' - 4

VIl. LOSS OR DAMAGE, COMBAT OR OPERATIONAL, OF OWN AIRCRAET (of those listed in 11 only).

REPORT No. __ &}

(c) (d) (e)
| TYPEOWNA/C | SQUADRON TYPE GUN. OR OPERATIONAL CAUSE S sing T an o, (i Bl Sarial Tt ot e Dol
2
3 POPel |TP=82 | 2 holes in wing Hot sarioug
4
5
6
7
8 <
9
10
1
12
13
14

VII. PERSONNEL CASUALTIES (in aircraft listed in |l only; identify with planes listed in VI by Nos. at Ieft)

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e)
NO. | SQUADRON NAME, RANK OR RATING CAUSE CONDITION OR STATUS
HOHE

VIIl. RANGE, FUEL, AND AMMUNITION DATA FOR PLANES RETURNING

(a) (b) (c) (d) (e) (f) (g) TOTAL AMMUNITION EXPENDED (h)

TYPE MILES MILES AV. HOURS AV FUEL AV. FUEL NO. OF PLANES

A/C ouT RETURN IN AIR LOADED CONSUMED 30 50 20MM MM RETURNING
FEFe6 | 242 230 3=3/4 | 400 300 B

IX. ENEMY. ANTI-AIRCRAFT ENCOUNTERED (Check one block on each line).

| CALIBER ~ NONE MEAGER MODERATE INTENSE
HEAVY — Time-fused shells, 75Smm and over ; 4
MEDIUM — Impact-fused shells, 20mm-50mm : 9
LIGHT — Machine gun bullets, 6.5mm-13.2mm X

X. COMPARATIVE PERFORMANCE OWN AND ENEMY AIRCRAFT (use check list at left).

SPEED, CLIMB
at various altitudes

TURNS

DIVES
CEILINGS
RANGE
PROTECTION
ARMAMENT
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CPNAV-16-223

e -STRICTED
AR AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

filled out)
. (OMIT THIS SHEET IF NO ATTACK WAS MADE) '
REPORT No __ 4G
Xl. ATTACK ON ENEMY SHIPS OR GROUND OBJECTIVES (By Own Aircraft Listed in Il Only).

(b) Time Over Target(s) 088{I)  (Zore)

(¢) Clouds Over Target__2000°* « Z600' Overgast y o

(BASE IN FEET, TYPE AND TENTHS OF covER) =~ —— 77/

(d) Visibility of Target Wzymm | . __(e) Visibility__Cane

AZY. PARTIALLY OBSCURED BY CLOUDS. ETC.)

(f) Bombing Tactics: Type  _Glide €o Steep ————___Bomb Sight Used . nons _

(LEVEL, GLIDE OR DIVE) (TYPE)

Bombs DroppedperRun_ @ amd 1  Spacing_ 8alwe  Altitude of Bomb Release 500 « 800¢

(NUMBER) (FEET) ( FEET)

(MILES)

(g) Number of Enemy Aircraft Hit on Ground: Destroyed___ @ Prohably Destroyved @ Damaged ___ @

—_——

——— e — T — —— . e e e

— . i B e s S e e B e e e ‘
(h) i) (i) NO. A/C ATTACKING . B SU—— iml )
dophi HEAGT DIMENSIONS OR "= Tl il BOMBS AND AMMUNITION NO HITSOn |  DAMAGE (Nore, sliht
7 i TONNAGE (k) SQUADRON EXPENDED, EACH AIMING PCINT ming Po.nt sericus destroyed or sunk|
Ao - B — — e - —— W e E————— ——— T e _1k___._____,_______ g L e S et e
|
S
.. B
i : _ -
. i B G S T, - B = = _ = SRR
¥

- - — . . i

(o) RESULTS: (For ali hits claimed on ship targets and for land targets of special interest draw diagram

, top or sicle view or both as appropriate showing type and locatict
of hits. For all targets give location and effect of hits, and identify by numbers above U: id: t | S ts if neces

e0=25 Ships 76'-200' long (SC's, S0, Lugcers) atteacked in 8 runs by 8 a/c. 11 « 250/ G.P,
Sobs dropped in area, All a/!

¢ slrafed, Four direct bomb hits observed plus
many hits with .50 caliber. One baomb hit in center of approxinately 15 ships

lashed together. Explosion resulted 500' in dismeter = flames 150° high =
brom. Thought to be loaded with smmunition, Due to nature of atitsoclk and
target, specific hits cannot be enumerated., Pilots conservatively estimate
6 ships sunk and 4 seriously damaged. All were wood construction end several
fires wore started which may have destroyed or damaged others,

Radar Station appr::/:imtaly in center of Kuchinoyerabu Island destroyed in 3 strafing attacks
by 8 a/e,

(p) Were Photographs Taken?_ __B@  Photographs of Damage, WhenTaken, Should Be Attached By Staple
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“Sheet 4 &f S

ENGAGEMENT WITH ENEMY

OWN AIRCRAFT

Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception

Angles of Attack and
Their Effectiveness

Distance of Opening Fire

Defense Tactics and
Their Effectiveness

ENEMY AIRCRAFT

Method of Locating, Distance
Disposition

Altitudes

Speeds

Approach Tactics

Use of Cover, Deception
Angles of Attack

Distance of Opening Fire
Defensive Tactics

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Own Weaknesses
Enemy Weaknesses
Offensive Tactics, Own
5 ", Enemy
Defensive Tactics, Own
e ", Enemy
rlexible Gunnery, Own
Escort Tactics
Fighter Direction
Use of Radar
Night Fighting
Recognition, Aircraft

ATTACK

OWN TACTICS

Method of Locating Target
Approach to Target
Altitudes, Speeds
Approach
Dive
Pull-Out
Dive Angle
Strafing
Retirement
Defensive Tactics
Use of Jamming

DEFENSE, ENEMY

Evasive Tactics, Ships
Concealment
Searchlights

Night Fighter Tactics
Use of Jamming

COMMENTS AND
RECOMMENDATIONS

Bombing Tactics
Torpedo Tactics
Effectiveness of
Bombs, Torpedoes
Selection of Targets
Fuzing
Strafing Tactics
Defensive Tactics
Use of Radar
Reconnaissance
Photography
Briefing

OPERATIONAL

Navigation

Homing

Rendezvous
Recognition, Ships
Communications
Flight Operations
Search and Tracking
Base Operations
Maintenance

oo ,’.
NND 760124 #- /1) "

RESTRICTED
(Reclassify when
filled out)

AIRCRAFT ACTION REPORT

XIl. TACTICAL AND OPERATIONAL DATA. (Narrative and comment. Describe action fully and comment freely,

. REPORT No __40_

following applicable items in check list at left. Use additional sheets if necessary.)

Two 4 plane divisions led by Lieutenant R.E. BRITSON were launched
%o strike shipping which had been reported in anchorage at tiny KUCHINOY-
BRABU Island in Horthern Nansel Shotoe Distance out was 242 miles, and
when arriving at the target area 20-25 ships were sighted in the anchore
age. ‘leathe? oonditions were decidedly unfavorable for attack and some
of the runs were started from up in the cloud layer, All 8 pilots mede
6 bombing and strafing runs on the ships. One direct hit in a group of
15 ships resulted in an oxplosion with flame 500' in diameter end 150°
highe DBeing of wooden construction several fires were burning fiercely

in addition to € destroyed and 4 damaged. A rader stetion located in
the center of the island north of the anchorage was destroyed by &
gevere strafling runs,

Vory moager light 2A fire was encountered from the hills back of
the anshorage,

The flight retwrned % base without fMurther action,
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| | - > RESTRICTED
%ﬁrAAVCLiJZZB A' RC RAFT ACTION REPO RT (Reclassify when
Sheet S of 5 filled out)
. . REPORT No..__ 40
Xill. MATERIAL DATA. (Comment freely on performance or suitability, following check list at left.
ARMAMENT Use additional sheets if necessary).
Guns, Gunsights
Turrets
= Ammunition
5 Bombs, Torpedoes
Bomb Sights
Bomb Releases
COMMUNICATIONS
Radio, Radar
B Homing Devices
Visual Signals
1 Codes, Ciphers
4 RECOGNITION
£ IFF
i Signals
g?-- ' Battle Lights
5 Procedures |
% PROTECTION
; Armor; Points and Angles
; of Fire Needing Further
Protection
Leak Proofing
EMERGENCY EQUIPMENT
S Parachutes |
Life Belts, Life Rafts
» Safety Belts
»" Emergency Kits
e Rations, First Aid
NAVIGATIONAL EQUIPMENT
Compasses .
§ Driftsights
OCTEF’.TS
5 Automatic Pilots
Charts
Field Lighting
INSTRUMENTS
Flight

Power Plant

OXYGEN SYSTEM

CAMOUFLAGE AND
DECEPTION DEVICES

STRUCTURE

; Airframe

Control Surfaces

Control System

Dive Flaps

Landing Gear

Heating System

Flight Characteristics
At Various Loadings

POWER PLANT

Engines

Engine Accessories
Propellers
Lubricating System
Starters

Exhaust Dampers

HYDRAULIC SYSTEM
ELECTRICAL SYSTEM

Auxiliary Plant
Lights

FUEL SYSTEM
FLIGHT CLOTHING
MAINTENANCE
BASE FACILITIES

Plane Servicing Equipment
Personnel  Facilities

REPORT PREPARED BY ; APPROVED BY :
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RIS SR e TER TS e I R

W.De LYON, Lieut., (A), UsER E. W, HESSEL, lieut.Comdr,, USK 8/21/a6
SIGNATURE ‘.G.I. anm RANK AND DUTY SIGNATURE cm‘n‘ mim RANK ANF} DUTYH A DATE
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