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(a) REPEL ATTACK FIRST—then collect data for this report.

(b) Do not "Gun Deck" this report, If data canno
accuracy, enter dash in space for which no data is available.

(c) These sheets are to be filled out immediately after action 1s completed
with data available from ship’s log, memory, and consultation with ship’s
of ficers. Information is essential in order that the effectiveness of our
equipment can be determined. Where data are of doubtful accuracy, fill in

with general terms.
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Approximate posi.1 angle cease fire

Approximate bearing first shot

Approximate bearing last shot

ppenet al %*L.*.‘ ‘mm W@awﬁ MM on all tarcede
Approximate range first shot/ Altitude of Plane X0 %,

Approximate minimum range aircraft approached ) T{ﬁ@; Altitude 'ere

Approximate range last shot ™0 Yda, Altitude of Plane XX ft.
Approximate altitude of bomb release _ === Size of bogb weew
Approximate range torpedo release T Size torpedo T
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Planes shot down:

SURE
(By own SURE PROB DAM-
Shlp alone) (A831st) ABLE AGED
(a) Those attacking own ship K. 2 '
(b) Other aircraft R NN

(An aircraft is considered destroyed "Sure," when, as result of own
ship's fire: 1. It is seen to crash. 2. It is seen to disintegrate in the
air or be enveloped in flames. 3. It 1s seen to descend on friendly ter-
ritory and be captured. 4. Pilot and entire crew are seen to bail out.)

(A "Sure-Assist' may be claimed when plane is destroyed as result of
own sh;p“s and assisting fire by friendly planes,; shore batterles, or other
ships

(An aircraft is considered probably destroyed when, as result of own
ship's fire: It is so damaged as to have less than an even chance of reach-
ing its own territory safely.)

(An aircraft is considered damaged when, as result of own ship's fire:
It 1s so damaged as to require repair before beginning another mission, but
has better than an even chance of reaching its own territory safely. Claims

shall be based on careful interrogation by proper authority, and every effort
shall be made to eliminate duplication of claims.)

Best estimate of size gun or guns responsible for each "Sure" Lixs

Performance of ammunition (excellent, good, bad; poor) sorel Jand

What failures in material occured in this action? (e braben 400w extracior,.

Sketch: (a) Indicate direction of attack relative ship's head-
(b) Show relative position of sun.
(c) Indicate own maneuvers.




qun wis on port bow during attack by first
planes Subsequent maneuwvers placed 1t
successively in all four quadrants, but only
the first plane tried to take advantage of it
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The task group of which the U.5.8, VONTTRTY was a part was attacked by a
group of suicide 7ekes, four of which made their attacks at or near this ship, and
211 feui were shot dowm. No bombs could be seen on any of them, nor were any bombs
droppeds Only one of the four made any attempt to make use of cloud cover or DOST
itien of the sun, though there was excellent opportunity for bathe The attack
also came at a time most favorable for the ship, when our strike was away and the

f1ight deck was almost cledr,

A1l four planes were throughly destroyed by the effects of 1.Omm fire, two by
that of this ship and two by the eombined fire of this and other shipss A large
suanity of g vos fired at all of them, and many bursts appeared close, but no
appareny effect resulted, All four were intagt and under complete control when
L,Omm fire was openedas Afger three or four observed hits by 4O0mm projectiles, ther
burst into flames, lost control, and two comnpl etely disintegrated before hitoing

the water.
The aceuracy of this ship's fire can be partly attributed to the fact that-all

fory attaeks were almost exact duplications of a "George" type target sleeve run,
upon which a great deal of practice has been helde Another most important factor
lay in the accufate ranges procured by the 1% 63°director, “rhich had not previously
heen used in action by this ship.. These rangess, used by the two mounts controlled
by Mk. ‘63 directors and also available to all other ,Omm mounts over the L9 JY |
cireuk, caused 21l 4Omm rire to be on the target fremaractically the opening round

ANREX BAKER




. CONfIDENTIAL E
)

S'

S0 1B’ N @'
=B
06t

0685 ENTERPRISE OBSLANED

oo samres. USS. MONTERLY.

- 0664 ponrmATION OPENED FINE TRACK CHART
0450 YO 0820 M MAY\ 1945
(ZD - 9)
kil Wi ND
0700 0§O0° 8 KNOTS
0800 083" 8 ¥KwoTs
o76°
ns* oo . CLOVD S
©726 TIME LOW MIDDLE HIGH CEILING CoveR.
o720 85 ons ©700 CV cC c\ 70 7/\0
080 Cv cc ci 70 1/'e
35°
Vi Slbll.l'ty et
LL COURSES £ BTaRNGS TRYE-
o)
090°
07135
¢ Lavncuro 4vg
07%0
180"
07 -
30° 00!
07456 '
~—MONTEREY OPENED FIRE
ASSIST OM ZGKE ®|
CEARRR P SHOT DOwN Z&KE %2
ay0°
©820
oy 0810

ASSISY ON ZEXKE D

w ®a
idie? SHOY DOWMN TEWE

F— e —

SCcCavp N MILE &

ANNEX CHARLIE-

1I52°40' » 132°80' &




ACTION KUPORT - C.I.C. OPERATIONS

9 May to 1l June 1945 Inclusive - U.3.35. MONTEREY (CVL26)

sfter a complete overhaul in the Puget Sound Navy Yard, the

IONT EREY left Pearl Harbor on the 26th of April, arrived at Ullthi

6 May, and sortied with T.G. 58.1 the following Gay. Three days
luter she was assigned to T.G. 58.3, and took part in the Kyushu
raids on 13 and 14 May, and the support 0perAtlons of I Okinawa dur-
ing the successive two weeks. This report is written mainly for the
purpose of pointing out some of the difficulties experienced with
the new gear and the steps taken to correct thei.

The BM Interrogating Equipment of the SP Radar is not satis-
factory due to its non-directional antenna and resultinz lack of
concentrated energy. Thae BM is now connected to the BO Directional
Interrogating .antenna with some improvement even though mismatched.
However 1t cannot be relied upon to show IFF for =all friendly con-

tacts. The BM Interrogator used with SK Radar was found to zive
Optimum performance when tuned to 162 Mes.

The SP has been found very useful, but difficult to opcrate
Datlsfactorlly. The maximun ranges of tarsets have been observed to
be less than those of the SM. Also, it hns veen found difrfieult in
soimie instances to successfully track tariets. It is Telt that this
fault 1is partly due to the performance of the set as wecll as the in-
cXperience of the operators. When a stronz ccho is gccured, the
altitude detcrmination has been found relllole with the ald of em-
pirical altitude curves. The SP suffers a very great amount of
interference when ooeratlng in the vicinity of other 3P and SM
raaars, necessitatinz the reduction of the zain for target dctection

The VF Precision PrI has been a boom to the C.I.C. wateh. Tt
1s recoimended that it ove installed as near the D.L.T. as pogslble,
Tne long promised "Modification 50" is needed for the 3.0. althous zh

homenade "grasscutter™ nLias kept the bridcse satisfied for statlon

keeping.

Thils ship has a VG and a VG-1 Projectio Pefeds both of which
haeve bcecen used succcssﬂully ror surface digspiay and for aly irnter-
ccpts. The VG 1s excellent for surface work 2s rcrorts of other
installations nave indicated. For work with the oh, the VG has bger
Iound cntirely satisfactory for bota routine tracking and for inter-
ceptions. The s.uear causcd by numerous tarzets at closc ranse is
not appreciably worsc than on the V¢ nl2n rbdotu P.F.I. Dcad reck-
oning on the VG has becn found very sinple and accurate. Mainten-
aince ol the sets has so far caused no trouble,

VHF comiunications with the TDQ/RCK Radio transnitter/rcceiver
coilbination has been very successful. & VHF room near @s Ly B

proven nost satisfactory in keeping communications in order.

CONFIDLENTI..L
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ngION REPORT - C.I.C. OPER.,LTIONS (Cont inued )

9 May to 1 June 1945 Inclusive - U.3.3. MONTEREY (CVL26)

T.G. 58.3 was under but one attack during thne operations off
Kyushu. Prior to the attack, the force had been thoroughly spd ted
for several hours by snoopers, and the enemy made maximum usc of
cloud cover, speed and 2ltitude changes, at every instance. The Jap
attacks showed a decided lack of co-ordination with planes coming av
the Tormation one or two at & time, instead of together. Window
was used by the Japs in 2 few instances; and on one occasion, a

snoopexr escaped an intercepting night righter by timely dispersal
of window.

Information on bogies close to the formation 1is very limited
and unreliable., When 1c \ree numbers of planes are in tihe air, track-
ing is impossible and many false bogey reports arc made. A4Lnh air
scarch set with sharp definition, free of side lobcs, and wit h
reliable IFF gear, is badly needed, Two or thrce ships with this
type of gear could then be given the sole job of reporting and hand-
ling tar;ets ingide the twenty mile range.

During the operations 12 May to 27 lay inclusive, filghter
cirection was handled by ESSEX, RaNDOLPH, B.TaAN LND MONTERJY w1th
the TGFDO in ESSEX. The work of CO- ordlnﬂtlnv ald .. and U, 1.0,

operations by the GFDO was very efficiently handled. The pTACthG
ol using the crulisers and battleships to check targets is cpproved
ana recommended for furtiher use. It is felt that the co-operative
manner in which the GFDO handled the work obtained maximum rcsults
from all ships pregsent. Hls practice of keepling an accurate picture
ol the friendly groups in the area scemed to bc the answer to ke ep-
ing down confusion when there were sinzlce erratic flyinz bozies in
the area. |
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COMMENTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE COMUANDING OFFICER

Visual Fighter Direction,

Based on observations made during the engagement of 14 May
between Task Group 58,3 and enemy suicide planes this commanding officer
is of the opinion that the necessity for visual fighter direction from
carriers is a thing of the past. The greatly improved anti-aircraft
amament of all vessels and the tremendous volume of cancentrated fire
provided when the task group is formed in disposition FIVE VICTOR as used
by Task Group 5843 prevents any friendly intercept aircraft from coming
within the visual range of the V.F,D. Smoke from the volume of shell bursts
which practically fill the sky not only slows dovm the sighting of agrcraft
by the V.F.D., but often prevents it. The V,F.D. has not got a chance of
intercepting a KAMIKAZE attack.

Tt is believed that in order to use visual fighter direction and to
make it at all effective, it must be conducted from the destroyer screen,
where the visibility is greater and less restricteds In order to make
visual fighter direction effective in the screen there should be at least
one division of CAP assigned for use only by a visual fighter director.

One destroyer in each division of the screen could then be assigned "Snapper
Duty", The "Snapper CAP" should be stationed over the task group at five
thousand feet or at the cloud base, whichever is lower, It should be
prepared to receive a vector from any one of the destroyers in the division
at, any time,

There is some doubt that this scheme would provide interception
even if it should be adopted. It is practically impossible to intercept a
fast closing plane before it comes within range of the screents five-inch
anti-aircraft fire, However, visual fighter direction in the screen would
be very effective in the case of a low flying "snooper!" on the horizon,
This oceasion is rare,

Ship's Batteries - Ammunition Sugglx ~ Functioning of Crew,

The ship's batteries funetioned in an exeellent manner without
casualties during the suicide attacks on 14 May, Four enemy aircraft
were brought under fire and all destroyed, The destruction of two of them
is claimed for ship's gunfire and two are claimed as "assisis',

The supply of ammunition to the guns was adequate and uninterrupted.
The supplying of bombs to the planes is inadequate and requires excesslive
time because of only the one bomb elevator, As a result the magazines must
be kept open longer than is considered good practice and bombs are on the
flight deck longer than they would be with faster handling facilities. On
two occasions the numerous safety switches of this elevator became
inoperative at a critical time and bombs could not be supplied to the planes

on schedule, It is inadequate as to size, speed, and weight llfting
capacity.

The crew of this vessel perfommed their duties under attack and
during the balance of the period of this report in an admirable manner,

Recommendations for awards to airplane crews and gun crews are being forwarded
in separate correspondence,
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OEeration Plans ard Orders.;

Operation Plans and Orders either are not beilng distributed to
issuing offices in the rear areas or they are not being sent in sufficlent
quantities, Prior to the arrival of this vessel in the forward area
attempts were made without success to obtain the necessary plans and orders
on the west coast, at Pearl Harbor and Eniwetok, The annexcs werc especlally
desired together with target charts and grids, This situation apparently
arises when an operation has been in progress for a long period and requests
made on issuing offices by the many vessels which depart for the forward
areas deplete the stock, This ship was assigned operations at OKINAWA
which required a hurry-up call and visit to the flagship at sea for charts
and other information.

Reglenishment. of Ammunition, Provisions, Etc.

The two task groups in which the MONTERLY operated uscd different
procedures and fomations during replenishment days. Consequently, there
was some doubt by this vessel when changing from one group t o the other,
just what was desired, This had a tendency to make her slower than other
vessels which were experienced with the particular scheme at handa

The hoisting gear in the CVL class 15 not adequate for expeditious
replenishment of amunition and provislions &t Sca. Only the electric
crane can be depended upon and this is located forward in the ship where
it can be serviced only from the forward hatches of the supply vesscls A
trolley whip is always rigged aft at the expense of considerable valuable
time because it must be rigged in a differend manner for each type of
supply vessel, If the electric crane should break down, the ship would
practically be prevented from recciving her supplies. It is recommended
that a demountable crane of the type furnished to CVE vessels of the
ROGUE class be provided all CVL's for installation .in.the:arter part of the
ship, This is considered to be a combat neccssity.

The method of fueling at sea for CVL's as described in USF-10(A)
is not in zccordance with actual practice in regard to the tow-line, CVL!s
always tow the oiler if a tow-line is used, Their towing point is abarft
the pivoting point of the ship and therefore it is not desirable for them
to be towed,
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