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Personnel interrogated and Backéround.

It. Comdr. OHIRA was born in 1914. He graduated from the Naval
College in March 1937. In april 1958 he was assigned to the
Training VYorps (RENSHU KOKUTAL) as 2nd Lieut. He received 10 months
experience on cdrrier-borne attack planes, followed by ¢ months on
land-based attack planes. e was then transferred from KISARADLU
to MIHORO, where for 22 months he was attached to a land-based unit.
He was here promoted to Lt. Comdr.  In hugust 1942, he was trans-
ferred to YOKOSUKA :1st Naval &ir Technical Arsenal, as a member of
the Air &xperimental Department. kis work "are consisted of test-
ing experiméntal models of lend-based bombe.s. In 1944 he was
transferred to a branch of the YOKOSUKA Navel air otation at MISAWA.

where interrogated:  Meiji Building Hfoom 540.
Interrogator: Major John dJ. Driscoll
Iﬁterprete;: Mr.,YANO Haro
Allieé Ufficers Present: None.
SUMMARY
Lt, Comdr OHIRA was primariiy femiliar with Navy Bomhefﬁ. However,
he also had some knowledge of the airborne radar equipment. he was, from

personal observation, familiar with the training of BLKA pilots, and on
one occasion personally released a Baki over YOKOSUKA.
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INTEIROGATION KisS TRICTRD

Q. How many flying hours do you have?.,

A, About”3500.

Q. " Hows memy of these.hours were in combat?
A, Between 400 and 50C.

Q. with which aircraft are you familiar?

A. TYPE b REAARKS
Type 97 Carrier-based: lorpedo Bomber - lNo coﬁbat-experience.‘ Use
| e 58 e | ' for training only. (In 1949,
o ; - . % .. .- <. . . before the war.)
Type 96 (Model 21) 2-engine: Bomber Used. in combat.

+ . Type 96 (Model 23) 2-engine. Somber. Teated'superfiqiall§;
- Type i, (Models -11,22 and 24 )., g * Tested -

2-engine Bombers.

« ... RENZAN 4-Engine +“omber .. | ITest&d 
(Homare Type 24 ingines)

Q. Whet Radar equipment was used on these sircraft?

A, Practically the only one in use wes The [ype 3 Murk 6 Model 4 Radar
apparatus. It was noted for 1ts frequent breaskdown. also, there
were few qualifiied operators, due to the shortening of the training
courscs, with the subsequent leck of time for mastering so intricate
a mechine. This apparatus was only installed on the Iypes 1 and 96
land--based bombers. FPlans had been.initiated to install radar on
all types, but the supply was limlted.

Q. Did you ever carry any guided missiles or special-type bombs?

[} .
‘ 1

A. I once carried-a SAKURA EANA (BAKA).
Q. What was the purpose of the operationt
A, It was to give the BaKi pilot training, and was done at YOKOSUKa.

Q. what did the training program consist of?

i. The trsining was primerily done in the <ero:fighter. The procedure
was to climb to altitude, and to then commence gliding into the R
field at & 7:1 angle which was the normal BaKa gliding angle. The
engine was throttled down to reduce resistance, and an attcmpt was
made to land near & predesignated spot (target).

Q. Wwhat other training did the BiKi pilots receive?

ie They were first taught to solo, prior to tne Zero gliding training.
ind after being checked out on gliding into the target, they were
rcleased in the training model BAKA two or three times.

Q. ere there many losses in the BAKa training?

A. There may have been other losses, but 1 personally know of one death
to a pilot of the training-model BaXa.

Q. Do you know if these pilots were volunteers?
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miles;

A. jAt-abdut-14o knots.

INTERROGATICN

-1 believe most of them were.

]

and the speed from 230 to 200 knots.

- weight of the BAKA which was about 2 tons.

At what speed was the BAKA released?

RESTRICTLED

what effect did the LEAKA have on the-parent plané?

. “Ihe range on the Type 1 (Bétty) was decreased from 2000 to'500-600
This was due to the

lhis was very important as speeds above or below

this" brought about the danger of & collisior ovetween the BaKA and
mother plane.

I'ne BAKA was released at 3000 meters.

what was the method of approaching the target?

The BAKA glide angle required

that -the altitude of release .be L/?th of the distance of the target.

- problems; -

plane

¢« 'ype 1 land based attack

- plane

Se

4: & REJLE Z..JJ

d-motored bomber

Qe
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Type 96 land bascd attack

SHINZAN

Lype Def'ect
weak def'ensive fire-=
power. 1 20mm and
1 7.7mm gun have an
insuf'fieient field
of fire,

Performance charac-
terigties of the
plane were poors
It had no defensive
power and according
to my opinion it 1s

an old type plane with

little c¢ombet wval ue.

weak deflensive power
1t exploded easily
when hit. It hac a

List all the aircraft you have i'lown and any defects and maintenance

Maintenance difficultz

Since it was an old
plane the mainten-
ance was easy and
familiar. They
could fix 1t up
quickly.

although the plane
was first built in
1967, the plane was

1imm MG (and was .nown difficult to re-
as "one shot fighter.") pair due to its

1t was ineffectual
agaelnst b-29s due to
1ts poor comparitive
performance.,

roor performance

(0ld Model).

It was thought that a

long renge plane was
necessary.

model.

what are your opinions on Allied Adireraft?
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poor construstion
which 1s a result
of our present
poor produection
quality.

I feel that it was
difficult for our

e were 1in fectories to make
the midst of testing
and perfecting a new

& large model 4-mo-
tored plane and
maintain 1t adequ-
ately.,
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1. I do not believe that we could surpass the superiorility .of the
equipment and the relisbility of the allied aircruaft due to the great
advances of their productive: capacity. : s

2. Thc defensive power (weepons, armor, ability to keep in the air

%ﬂafter.bsingrhit,eetcj of the allied &ircraft was a great advantage
to them in combate. ' -

3. The Japanese were not able in their aire ft production and devel-
opment to equal allied hydromechanical and m.thematical ability. The
allies made better use of these technical subjects in their produce
tion. They were not only femiliar with mathematics in their labor-

atories,: but .they were able to use it .in combat effectively.
. 4. borc. important, dJapsnese productive capacity in aircraft could

never equal that of americe.

what are your ‘opinions on a ‘comparison of . the defensive ability of
Japanese and Allied bombers?

As [ .previously stated duc to poor dJapanese production, the equipment

was poor. Although the Jdapanese air force has great morale, namely

“o ‘aswillingness to sacrifice their lives in defense, the performance

iw

of our planes was much poorer then those of the allied forces.
Although we improved the quality of our machine guns, our development

of defensive.cannons for large bombers and of power gun mounts was

very slow. furthermore, because there wes insufficient training
in the sighting wnd.firing of power gun mounts, the losses in heavy
bombers were very great, &runified aircraft production program

“throughout the country:is very essentieal.

. + H
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Interrogation No,
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__________________________ RESTRICTED
I would like to ask the Admiral if he would tell me what he considers to
have been the most important element to contrel during the war, the surface

of the land, the sea, or the sir? Would he say that any one of those three
was more important than the others?

Qur officers have always proceeded on the idea that, in order to control
the land, control of the sea 1s necessary: and that in turn, in order to
control the ses, control of the air is necessary. Consequently the conclu-
slon is, then, that air control is the most important, end to that end we
devoted our efforts to developing our air force. |

I believe thet our inability to accomplish that object was one of the
leading cases for our defeszt.

Does the Admiral believe that if Japan had been able to control the eir
within the perimeter as circumscribed that she could heve prevented us from
advancing with any of our forces into that perimeter?

That is the perimeter down South.

Well yes: The one outlined by that blue line--if he had controlled the air
within that, could he hsve kept us out?

(NOTE: The "blue line" mentioned is described as one beginning at PARAMUSHIRO and

A.

A,

A

extending S by E to 167°W 19° N (E of WAKE) then S by E thru TAONGI and BIKAR
ther in e 1/4-circle thru MALOILAP, ARNO, and MILI to 169°W 4©° N (SE of EBON)

then W SW to south coast of NEW BRITAIN, W to NEW GUINEA, thru the Central

Range of NEW GUINEA, then SW thru TRANGAN, TANIMBAR. POELAN-SERMATA, to and
along the North Coast of TIMOR.)

At least we certeinly could have fought a much more favorsble battle if we
had had control of the air throughout thet perimeter.

I wonder if, as a member of the SUPREME WAR COUNCIL the Admiral knows the

background of events that took place immediately prior to the surrender and
if he could Aafl trace those as he viewed it from vhere he sat?

I cannot because the SUPREME MILITARY MEMBERS are entirely independent of
the SUPREME WAR GUIDANCE COUNCIL., They made the decision regarding the ter-
mination of the war, The SUPREME WAR 0OUNCIL differs from the FLEET ADMIRAL
COUNCIL in that there is an indirect relation between the SUPREME WAR GUI-
DANCE COUNCIL and the Emperor; but the SUPREME WAR COUNCIL serves as an
orgsan for advising the EMPEROR only as e member of their respective ser-
vices. A Naval member of the SUPREME COUNCIL advises the Emperor on purely
pertainingto Naval matters. |

And doesn't try to 2dvise on matters of a more general n=tionzl corcern?

o, his advice is not =sked.

W2, I think that more or less concludes the series of quecstions. I wonder

if the Admiral has any comments he'd like to make or any opinion he'd like
to addl

No, there is nothing in particular that I would like to commant on.

END OF INTERROGATION




