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PREFACE.

—_—

Ar the present time there appears to be a gencral desire among enlightened
Englishmen, that the Natives of India should have the advantages of education
put within their reach. It is only by a few, lxowcver,.tlmt an English educa-
tion is attainable; to the great mass of Hindoos knowledge must flow in their
own tongues. For my own part, having had the great advantage of an
introduction to Western Science and Literature, I am desirous of offering
my mite towards the work of instructing my less fortunate countrymen:
and trusting that any attempt, however humble, to throw open the storcs
of Nistory, and more especially of Indian History, to a large scction of the
population of this peninsula, will be looked upon with a favourable eye, [
venture to place before the public the following pages, and intreat for them
the support of the English as well as the Hindoo community.

The work is a free exposition of that part of Murray’s India which treats
of the downfal of Tippoo Sultan, and obtained from the President and Gover-
nors of the Madras University the “ Patcheappal’s Vernacular prize” for the
year 1849,

The exposition, though not free from errors, was recommended for publi-
cation after revisal, by some of the first Muliratta scholars at the Presidency.
It has now been revised with considerable care, and is declared by the Acting
Maliratta Translator to Government to be free from faults of any importance ;
though the idiom and phrascology in some places accord rather with the
Mahratta uscd throughout the Carnatic, than that spoken in the neighbour-
hood of Poonah. This, however, can scarccly be considered a fault, as the
book would be less intelligible in the Madras Presidency, if the dialect were
different from the onc in use. As regards any inclegancies and other minor
blemishes, which may be detcctedyby a critical cye, it is trusted that some
allowance will be made in favour of youth and inexperience. The expense of the
work will be principally defrayed by subscriptions; and T purpose to hand
over any profits that may arisc to the Native Vernacular Educational Socicty,
in whose cfforts I take a lively interest.

A. RAMACHUNDERA ROW.
MaDRas: :

22d July, 1850.
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