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_out at the same time and agaist the 33 Battalion in taking the objective. The
- ;lst Battalion’s mission was to take over the Bpedaloetto position and prepare to 4
; oont,inqg_(grmd in the 2nd Pattalion soue. ' . |

‘elaments In the lead of the Fifth drmy 1ine and netted 68 prisoners and two self-- 1

APO $85, U. 8. Army,
29 November 1944,

FERIOD 1 OOTQHER - § OGTOBER

The 86th Division resumed the offensive at 0600 on the first day of October
with the 358th Infantry on the laft and the 357th Infamtry om the right, Support-
ing the regimental attack was the 86th Reconnalasanace Troop, Company “A", 310th
Engineer Battalion, Company "A", 762ud Tank Battaliom, Company *B", 8065th Tank
Destpoyer Battalion, and ons platoon of Canpany "B", 84th Chemjical Weapons Bat-
talfon. The 86th Pighter-Bamber Group, Army Air Force, waz alse in aupport and
maintained & liaison radio with regimental headquarters. After a thirty minute
artillery preparation, the 3d Pattalion on the right and the 2nd Battalion on the
left moved forward in the attack from a line of departure morth of the Giugnola-
Rooo Road, Initially progress was slow as the 3d Battalion encountered s lot of
small arms fire from the draw to 1ts front, and the 2nd Battalion received much fEQ)
automatic weapons fire from enemy strongpoints on the ridge at Spedalettc (6319) ea |
and i1 Caprulle (9218), The tenks and tank destroyers in support of the 5d Bat~
talion were ordered to move to the 2nd Battalion sector when reconnaissancs dis- 1\,
closed that it would be impossible to employ armer in the right sestor, Coapany ' 3i
"I" in the draw just southeast of ¢. di Guzzo {Hill 650) was wmable to advance
at &1l because of acourate enemy mortar and machine gun fire but Company "K* ad- ;,Q
vanced a squad at a time in an attempt to ocutflank the resistapce ,u the Guzzo Cas
Ridgﬂo :

.
~
In the afternoon cne platoon of tanks arrived at the 2md Battalionm. Troops =
of a Campany "F" platoon climbed on the tanks, and wers ordered to push through {
Companios "B" and "G", held up on the ridge short of il Caprullo, This position )
was taken when five Germane surrendered and the rest withdrew, Companies "EY and,
"F" pushed forward under increasing enemy artillsry fire and by 1720 had ocoupied ™
both L*Cpplo and Spedaletto capturing twenty-two prisoners, The 3d Battalion was ha
then ordered to movs their reserve company, Company "L*, and any other troops thak
could be disengaged, to the ridge near Spedaletto and to capture the next objeotive,
B111 751 (9621). OCompany "I* and one platoon of Company "K" were uwnable to pull .
back becauss of the contimwous fire belng laid down by the snemy, but Company "L* *
and one platoon of Company "K" were able to advance and by dark had reached the g '
B3

Spedaletto Ridge. The lst Battalion, in reserve, spent the day in an assembly
area southwest of Plancaldold,

The attack order isaued at 2030 called far the .:l‘ollow:lng sotions The 5d ]
Battalicn to contimue its advance after dark until stopped by enemy resistancs, Do
to attack at 020600 and oapturs Hi1l 751, The 2nd Battalion was ordered to move *° ™

During the night, however, Company "L" in oolumn dontimued to advance to th i
north reducing aix enemy machine gud’positions and taking some prisoners, Hear P
Eill 754 the company commander decided to use the trail on the crest of the rid
for the rest of the distance to the objective. By using this route, many snemy
delaylng pesitions were by-passed and at 0440, after & brief skirmish, the con-
pany was on Hill 751 (Casoni di Romagna). The day'e operations put our forward

propelled guns captured. One more Company "K" platoon was able to withdraw frem L
in front of the Quszo Ridge during the night and joined the rest of the battalion

on Hill 761, Company "I" c¢losed in on Qusso sfter dark but was forced back to
E1ll 504 by intense morter and small arms firs.

1= ' X w‘ 'I
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REPORT OF OPERATICNS - OCTOBER (CONT'D)

But with the dewn the next day came heavier fighting and further advances.
The 3d Battslion's aggressive night maneuver had hy-passed Bany pockets of re-
slatance to the east and weat of the main ridge line, The 2nd Battalion met
soattered resistance and captured 25 prisoners as they started north to Join
the 34 Battalion («) on Hill 751, but by noon all three ocaupanies were engaged
in bitter fighting. A Company "L" patrol reached Hill 625 to the northeast, was
slmost surrcunded by the snemy, but fought ite wy back to the rest of the come
pany, which was itself engaged in fierce fighting, (bservers reported several
enemy tanks north of the Company "L" position and an enemy company approaching
from the right flank, In view of the stiffening resistance in froant of the reg~
iment, 1t was decided to clean up the pocket on ths Gusto Ridge before attempting
to push forward. The lst Battalion on Spedalettc was ordered to send one rein-
forced oompany to the assistence of Company "IM and the Company "I" platoon stopped
short of Gurszo. Company "C" moved cut to accomplish this mission, and the lst
Battalion (-) remained on the Spedsletto hill mess. All afternocom the operation
against the enemy position on Hill '660 oontinued with Company "C" hitting from
the west and Company "I" pushing from the south. At 1725 several enemy machine
guns were knocked out, and the snemy troops who were still alive retreated to the
northesst, About the same time Company "L" repulsed two attacks against Hill 761
knooking out one tank in the process. Orders were issued to hold present poai-
tions and continue the attack at 030600. The 34 Battalion was ordered to son-
solidate on Hill 761,

Just before midnight the enemy again attacked Company "L" from the right
flank in strength of 100 men armed with machine piatols. Conpany "G" was dis-
patched to Hill 751 to assist the 3d Battalion in the event o breakthrough
threatened. The 328th Field prtillery Battalion laid down prepared defensive
fires 60 yards in front of Company "L". The atteck was thrown bmck with great
losses to the enemy by the combination of artillery and small arms fire, and the
rest of the night passed quietly.

The plan of attack on 3 October was for the 2nd Battalion with tank destroyer
support to take Ridge 626-605, mssisted by the lst Battalion which was then to
continus and take Hill $87. Objeotives of the 3d Bettalion were Hill 625 and the
C. Nupolare Ridge. This day was another day of bitter fighting and heavy casual-
ties to both sides. As the 2nd and 3d Battalicns Junped off at 0600 they wers
imnediately pinned down by heawy artillery, mortar, and small arms fire, When the
lat Battelion ran into the same anemy fire that wms holding up the 2nd Battalionm,
- they wore ordered to withdraw a short distanoe and then push forward west of the
ridge line in order to avoid this fire. 7The adwance progressed well and by 1300
Casoncello and 1a Cella were taken. The armor in support of 2nd Battalion was wm--
able to advance becauss of ensmy mines. Moeting extremely heavy resistance all
day, the 2nd Battalion inched slowly forward of Casoni without making muoh head-
wy. On the right flank Coupany "L captured 28 prisoners, but the 3¢ Battalion
was unable to advance. At 1500 Company "A" osptured 0. di Rotaro and the rest
of the battalion moved up to reinforce the company. The Germans ocontirued %o re-
sist flercely on all approaches to Hill 628, but by 1700 a few tanks joined the
2nd Battelion and, supported by their fire, Compenies "E"™ and "F" wers able to
move forward, At 1800 the 3d Battalion atteck against Hill 655 was making msome
progress, and Company "E" tock Hill 628, The lst and 2nd Battalions organised
thoir objectives for defense and preparsd %o continue ths attack iun the morning.
A% 2230 Company "I" gained C. del Monpe (Hill 583), Mnemy artillery was particue
larly heavy throughout this perisd on both forward and rear aread., Though the
day's advances were coatly to our troops, the enemy suffered hoavy casualties in
dead and wounded and 45 were taken prisgoner,

o e

The attaock order assigned the 1lst Battalion the mission of passing through
the 2nd Battalion at 0630 with the armor to take Hill 587. The other battallons
wore ordersd to ramain in place and gather up scattered eqeny troops in their
vioinity, ' ‘

LR
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REPORT OF OFERATIONS - OCTOBER (CONT'D)

Company "A" encountered mines and spall arms fir

e a8 they advanced on the

morning of 4 October, tut by 0725 they had taken Eill 687, although numerous

snipers continued to fire on our troops from well ocon
these enemy troops were ¥illed or oaptured, and plans
attack to the next objJectlve, Hill 568, The advances
the first few days of October put our leading slement
on either flank and s0 enabled the enemy to fire his

cealed positions. By moon
were mde to continus the
made by the regiment during
s well ahead of the units
gelf-propelled guns om our

position from the east and west as well as from tha north.

_ At 1300 the preparation started on Hill 586,
ng" sttacked abreast.
this advance shortly after it started, but at 1500 »
reached the objsctive. An hour 1ater the hill was he

patrols were sent to the front to determine resistanoce.

all resistance in the viginity of the village of Sass
enemy artillery continued to fall in the regimental a
program was ptarted in an effort to .neutralize some O

and at 1330 Companies "B" amd
Heavy artillery fire from the flanks tqngorarny halted
"G

platoon had

and

The 54 Battalion reported
onero wiped out, Intense

rea and a counter-batiery

f this fire.

Company
1d by two ocompanies,

FERICO 5 OCTOBER = 14 OCTOBER

The next objective was the dminating' Monterensl
information indlcated that this nound-shaped hill was
by & lurge force. The surrounding hills and groups o

o (Hill 678). Intelligenoce
well defended and garriscned
£ bulldings (Hill 628, Boa-

ruglio, Hill §72, Palaszo, Poggioll) were oocupled by the enamy and added atrength

to the Monterensio defense,
It was decided, however, to postpone the direct assau
a therough probing of the position for these reasonss

This objective was assigned to ‘the 1st Battaliom.

1t of the hill in favor of
first, to sccurastely locate

guns and strongpoints in view of the concentration of enemy strength; seocond, the

delay would enable the adjacent units to advance and
third, to provide time for improving the ridge trail

a0 cover our exposed flanks;
go that tarke would be able

to move up and suppor® the attack; fourth, to allow additional time for softening
up the ob jective with artillery and dive bombings. A reconnaissance in force by

Companies "B" and *a® yms stopped by heavy artillery

conomtrations.

forward during the day determined that an enemy outpost line extended from Hill

808, through Hill 496, to Eill 407.
position in two places in strength after fifteen minu
fire.
1815 the enemy retreated in disorder,
gonero to secure the right flank and Company "B took
Bellain (Hill 513) to prevent enemy infiltration from

At 1740 the enemy attacked the lst Battalion

tes of artillery and mortar

Preopared fires were called dewn along the 1st Battalion front line, and by
& platoon of Comphny

*I* was sent to Sas-
up positions near Ca di

the highway on the regimenta)

right flank. Division ordered tbat the adwanoe be halted pending further orders.
During the night the position was consolidated and atrengthened, ’ '

_ The next day was spent in patrolling and recoma
discoversd to be holding Hills 498 and 423,

was ordered to move to the Sassonero Ares.

igsance, BEnemy troops were

¢. Maleta, however, was found to be
fres of Germana and was ocoupied by aa "g" Company platoom.

The 3d Battalion

rhe lst Dattmlion, 358th Infentry

entered the 337th Infantry seoctor and moved up to Hills 301 and 369 on the left

fl_nnk o‘f the lat Battalion.

Again the attack was postponed on division order.

LT e B i . ] - _
On 7 Qotober any "1" was ordered to move to Ridge 407-286 in order to

oxtend the regimental right flank. “¥he troops semb.po both polats rau into fire
fighta and Hill 386 had to be svacuated once because enemy fire made it untenable.
By 1800, however, Company “I" had captured ths ridge and set up & réar slope de-

fense.
repel emexy counteratiacks.
_gained some ground, but lost 13 men as prisonere.
to continue to hold present position.

The 2nd Battalion { - Company NE") assembled near Hill 605 prepared to
Just before midnight the enamy attacked Hill 407,
Division advised the regiment

The next day patrelling continued to Palmona, Hills 428, and 424, Bompt:\ny

ng" yaa dispatshed to aseist Company Wg* 3n the retaking of Hill 407.
sharp fight, Company *g* gaptured the hill and 29 prisoners.

Afcer & _
The rest of the day’

Patrols eent:




REPORT OF OPERATIONS - OCTOBSR (CONT'D)

wes spent in issulng instruotions and preparing for the attack, ordersd to begin
at 090600 with the 18t Battalion, 338th Infantry attached te the 3STth Infantry.

A thres battalion attack was ordered with the lst Battalion making the main
effort in the center to ompture Monterenzio, Flanking the lst Battalion waz the
lst Battalion, 338th Infantry on the left and the 3d Battalion on the right. The
2nd Battalion remained in reserve., Initially, the lst Battalion made good pro-
greas as Companies “B" and "C" advanced 400 yards and tock some prisoners, Com-
pany "B" soom occupled Hill 408. BPBut the enemy was dotermined to hold his out-
post at mny cost and he resisted stubbornly. All day long the battle raged as our
troops made small advances against Palmona and Is Villa. Company "B* oaptured
Hill 423 during the late afternoon, At 1830 an enemy counterattack againat Company
"g" inflioted heavy lossea, but the company held its positlion, and the attackers
were driven off. At dark the line had adwanoced little aince the sttack ocmmenced
at 0800, During the night Companies "B" and "C", 336th Infantry made scme progress
and by 0400 had teken Hill 452 and Ia Villa. The enemy seemed to be weakest inm
front of the left flank 2o plans were made to oommit the 2nd Battalion around the
left flank, This necessitated a night move in order to bring the battalion on a
line with the rest of the regiment. °

At 100800 Qotober the attack jumped-—off with troops disposed on line as fol-
lows (from lef't to right)s 2nd Battalion, 1st Battalion, 338th Infaniry, lst
Pattalion, 54 Battalion, The mud had boggad down all the armor and so close
support was umavailable, In front of the lst Battalion, the eneay pozition at
Falmona held but Company ™A™ in an aggressive push took Hill 528, so surprising
the Germans manning the guns that they didn*t have time to fire a shot. All were
captured and upon interrogation revealed a V-shaped defense of Monteremzio with
Hill 528 sz the apex. They said that the strongpoint was moved back to Scaruglio
now that Hill 628 was in ocur hands. They reported at least 160 en.dy troops in
the area, Qompany "C" made plans to reduce the Palmona strongpoint by an encire-
ling move. .

The 2nd Battalion exeouted an excellent mansuver during the night and early
morning hours. Advancing under the nose of the enemy entrenched on Mount Formiohe
they captured Hill 349 and some prisoners st 0940, By noon the octher battalions
had a1l made progresss the lat Batialion was on Hills 423 and 424; the lst Bat-
talion, 338th Infantry in face of heavy shelling had taken Hill 428; 353 Battalien
patreols had been within 100 yards of .Zelloc when the onemy forced a alight with-
drawal. late in the morning s patrol to Palmona found it unoocupied and the
patrol was reinforced at 1300, Aggressive small unit action contisued throughout
the day and by 1830 Company "B held Hill 409. Commanders reported the heaviest
artillery concentrations received during the campaign were falling on ther po-
aitions and that progresz was made only with heavy losses. The left twe battalions,
however, orawled painrfully forward, and by midnight were abrsast on the Ridge
582-449. Maohine guns entrenched in the bulldings at Lisno continued to fire.

At dewn the lat Battalion, 338th Infantry engaged in several bitter fire fights to
wipe out this resistance and take Hill 620.

&t 0700 on 11 Qotober the attack was resumed with little progress initially.
411 attempts to move were heavily shelled by mortar and artillery., Ths enemy
had excellent fields of fire and his weapons were sited to cover every approaqhy

to the final objective. At midmorning the 3d Battalion took fifty prisoners ii. = .

the Zello area, and Company "5" advanced to take Hill 672. The situstion looked
a great dea)l more promising though all day the enemy harassed the front line with
mortar, srtillery, and machine gun fire, In order to have a reserve battalion
well in hand before the azsault on Monteremslo, the 2nd Battalion was ordered to
assenble on Ridge 409-528 after being relisved by the lst Battalion, 358th Infsu-
try. This was accomplished during the night, and the lst Battaliom, 338th Infan-

try consolidated and clesned up the remaining resistance on Hills 520, 582, and
449.
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~ wide flanking move passing to the right of Company "A" and assuming the latter's

Under cover of darkness the morming of 12 Ooctober, Company "B" stealthily
closed on Hill 578, but just short of the church machine gune firing from bunkers
epened up forcing a retirmuent of 300 yards. Later Company "I" ocaptured Hill
418, apd Company "L* contimued the attack up the draws to the left of Hill 418.
The 3d Battalion ocontimued to receive heawy harassing fire from the right flank,
By active patrolling the 1lat Battalion, 338th Infantry determined that the enemy
still occupied Hills 378, 392, and 461, At noon Company "I" wiped out the guns
firing from two bunkers near Eill 356, Reglment received word that the 339th
Infantry would relisve the 337th Infantry the night of 13/14 October and plans
were made to wocomplish this passage of lines,

In ths afternoon tanks were abls to move to a position from which they could
bring direct fire on Hill §78 and ancther effort was made to drive the enemy from
this bald kmob, Twenty Company "A" men gzained refuge in the church but here they
were trapped by concentrated machine giun and mortar fire. The remainder of the
company ocould neither advance or oome to their assistance becauss of withering
fire from sn entrenchsd enemy in strength of thres companies (3d Company, 117th
Infantry, lst Oompany, 147th Infantry, 34 Company, 147th Infantry). 7The mission
of the 5d Pattalion was to oapture the high ground in the vloinity of Poggioll
{Ei11 654), snd after dark Company "I" sdvanced toward this point without being
discovered. At 2215 the 1lst Battalion resumed operaticus againat Memterentio,
Company "B" with the misesion of atteoking to the northwest and seizing Hills 471
and 468, Cempany “A" with the mission of swinging to the right of Rill 678 wnd
taking it from the rear, About midnight Company "A" was stopped by small arms
and machine gun fire and hand greansdea, and Compsny "C* was ordered to make a

mission,

At 0245, Companies "K" and ™L" reported they were dug in on Poggioli and had
taken 20 prisoners. At dawn Company "B® had surprised the sentry on duty snd
captured Hill 471 and was engaged in a fire fight short of the hguse on Hill 468, -
Bven after daylight Company "¢'s" advancs was undetacfed. At 1030, Company "A"
with tank suppert, in an all ocut effort attacked Monterenzio from the south in i
conjunction with the Company "C" attack from the northeast., The hill was oaptured
along with 23 prisopers. The enemy withdrew the rest of hia troops leaving be-
hind many of his dead. Later in the day Company "B" mopped up H1ll 468 and the
Palasio position. At 1850 the enemy attacked the 5d Battalion on Poggioli in
strength of 40 men. The German force was thromm back with heavy losses. During
the night the 339th Infantry passed through the regimental forward elements com-
pleting the relief at 140400, The regiment {minus Company "I" which remained on
Hill 418) assembled in'a rest area between Borgo di Bisano and la Villa. 4t
142330 Company "I" rejoined ths 3d Battalion.

FERIQOD 14 OCTOBRR - 20 (OTOBER

The regiment apent this pericd in rest, rehabilitation, treining, and prep-
aration for future ocombat. On 18 Ootobsr the 2nd Battalion was attached to the
539th Infantry and went into position onm Hill 578 (Poggloli) to sescure the divi- -
sion right flank. | :

L
PERTOD 20 OCTOBER - 28 OCTOBER

At 201455 the 2nd Battalion was ordered to relieve ths 3¢ Battalion, 360th
Infantry on Mount Cuccoli and this was completed at 2030. The next day Company
‘A" moved up to ocoupy Farnete to the right of the 2nd Battalion. . This campany
was in position by 220200, ’ T

Division operational instructions gave the regimemt the right sector and
called for an attack to seize Castellaro, The schame of maneuver was mn attack
in oolumn of battalions, the 2nd Battalion leading, followed by the 1st Battalion,

-5 - f
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The 18t Battalion began the march to an assembly area near Purrocchis ai Seaesimo.
During the day the 2nd Battalion sent s strong patrol to Castellaro. This pla-
toon engaged in a minor skirmish, captured seven prisoners, and reported (astel-
laro uncocupied. Companies "F" and "G" were sent forward immediately to secure
the hill and at 2100 they eent back word that their dsfenses were complets. The
lst Battalion closed into its asaembly area. The advance of the 2nd Battalion
again pleced the 537ih Infantry elements in the lead in the Fifth Army push to
Highway 9.

The next morning the let Battalion was ordered to take the objective, Mount
Mezzano, passing to the west of Hill 668, But several things prevented the ac~
complishment of this missions first, all of Castellarc was not completely mopped
up; Becond, the enemy counterattacked Hill §68 in considerable stremgth. Before
the 2nd Battalion could scontrel Castellaro in its entirety C. Rovins would have
to be captured. Thiz waz done by Company "F" at 1450 and 17 prisoners were cap-
tured in the operation. The 3d Battalion, in reaerve, was ordered to take over
the defense of the nmow unoccupied Cucooli Ridge and this move wae completed at
1800. Later during the night the 2nd Battalion cleaned out all enemy resistance
on Castallaro and organized a strong defense on the hill. Ths lat Battalion,
however, had a tough fight short of il Poggio and just before dawn were ocounter-
attacked by an ememy group of fifty., The bald ridge was umtenable in the daylight
without prepared positions, so at dawm a withdrewal back to C. Rovine was initi-
ated,

The day of 24 CGotober waz mainly spent in patrolling in preparation for a
night attack. Company "G", with an effective strength of 44 men, inched forward
towsrd Hill 444. For the attack at 2200 a different approach was usedy instead
of attacking north up the road, the draw southwest of the objeotive was used as
8 line of departure, with three companies attacking abreast, Division sent word
that it was vita]l that this objective be taken as soon as possible. The opera-
tions sgainst Hill 444 and Mezzano continued during the night. 4t 250600 the
Commanding Officer of the lst Battalion reported the capturs of the Mézzano hill
mass, including il Poggio and Hill 439, but requested reinforosmentes to assist
in holding it. Company "K™ was sent to C. Rovine and attached to the 1st Battalion.
Company "G" was still short of Hill 444 despite reinforcement by an "E" Company
platoon. On this day the Army Commander ordered present positions strongly de-
fended for an indefinite period, the work to be expedited and completed as soon
as posaible. During the period the enemy increased the tempo of his artillery and
mortar fires. Supplying the regiment became a most diffiocult problem as the rain
oontinued, bridges washed out, anmd trails turned into quagnires of mud. Mule
trains were the only means of getting equipment to the fromt line troops., Bvac-
uation of casualties, because of the lgng, backbresking hand carries, was necess-
arily slow and sometimes impossible, :

A small attack against the 1st Battalion position at 1745 was stopped by
artillery fire but it was an indication of what was to come.

The morning of the 26 Qotober passed wmeventfully except for the constant
enany harassing fire, At 1415, under cover of the thiok fog, the enemy hit the
Mezzano position from the northwest with two or three companies. The two Company
"A* outpost platoons were pushed back to their alternate positions suffering
heavy omsualties in the withdrawal., A platoon from Gompany *K* was used to bol=
ster the Company "A" position and the situation was under control. Gompany IM
relisved Company "B" on il Poggio to emable it to extend the 1st Battalion left
flank. This ohange waa completed at midnight. s iy

el -

On 27 Qotober higher headquarters ordered an evacuation of Mezsanc and Hill
444 1n order to atraighten out the entire fromt in view of the predominance of
ememy strength opposing I1 Corps, The defensive plan put into effsot during the
night gave the 2nd Battalien, with Company "K" attached, the mission of defending

s
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Castellarc and C. Rovine, and the 3d Battalion ( - Company "K") the mission of
defending the Cuccoli Ridgs. The 1lat Battalion withdrew from Messano begimning
«t 1800 and closed into a reat area near Migliarina at 280400. Here a tent :
camp was set up and hot meals and dry clothing provided, It wms planned to ro-
tate the battallons here for a short period of rest.

FERIOD 28 OCTOBER - 51 OCTOBER

The last four days of the month were spent in active patrolling end improving
the defensive positicn. Barbed wire, trip flares, antitank mines, anti-persomel
mines were installed., Defensive fires were tested and adjusted, and ocordination
with ad jacent units wers effected, A syatem of night ambush patrols was set up
in order to cover all draws and other approsches to our pesitions,

L 2] ] L L2 L L2112 L 13 s

The 85th Recomaissance Troop was attached to the regiment the first two
weeks of the month. Their assigned mission wae to protect the right flank and
N maintain conteot with elements of the 88th Infantry Division on the right. This
mission was accomplished as followss a socout oar with an SCR 183 stayed at the
CP of the reglment on the right; foot and motorised contact patrols constantly
covered the gap betwsen the adjaoent front line battalions; strongpoints were
established on the right as the regiment advanced.

Bxoellent support was rendered the whole month by the 86th Fighter-Bember
i, Group, Army Air Porce, in softeming up objectives Ly strafing and bombing. Targets
i 1600 yurds in front of the advance elements were selocted at regimental headquarters,
and the artillery prepared data to smoke the air target when the planes were over-
head, The request was radioed to the air force by means of & lialson radic (Rover
Joe} at the CP. At the time designated by the air force, smoke would be laid on
the target and it would be attacked, This support was used to the maximum although
poor weather many days of the month grounded the planes. On two days as many a»
elght mizajions were requested and flown. The objeotive, Monterenzio, received the
heaviest pounding, being attacked tem times. Prisoners captured in the vieinity
testified to the demoralizing effect of the raids and reported that the hill was
evacuated during a period whem our planes were bombing every half hour, The enemy
was on Monterenzlo when owr infantry moved in proving that a determined enemy
cannot be bombed into submlssion.

The attached tanks and tank destroyers on numerous ocoasions during the
mnonth rendered exocellent olose support but the majority of the time were mired
down in mud or impassible trails. At ome time when the armor was unable to move
it ws employed as artillery and fired haraseing fire at long range. Three co-
oasions when & few armored vehicles wore able to get forward and greatly assist
the advanoe of the foot troops were in thes taking of Spodnlotto, the advanoce to
Hill 666, and the assault of Monterensio.

The rugged foothills of the northern Appemines presented sll the problems
peculiar to mountain warfare. All personnel were required to expend every effort
3 in order to cope with the mud, rain, poor trails, washed-out bridges, and steep
A3 #lopes, Thess problems plrt:loularly challenged supply and medical sections, P
At no time was there a first class road in the regimental zone. This meant that
al]l supplies had to be delivered to the front line by mule train. And the mule
trains had their prodblems - constantly harassed by enemy artillery and mortar = =
fire, they suffered numercus casuslties ifn men and animala. MNany loadsd mules
fell over the sides of treacherous ocliffs, and there were times when even the
nules got atuok in the gluey mud and had to be shot, Never were troops without
negessary supplies although a supsrhumen effort was necessary to keep the equipe -
ment comitg formmrd, Ewecuation of casuslties, though always diffsigult in the -
mountaing, was not a partioular problem until the occupation of the Quccoli- =
Castellarc position at the end of the month. For days the steady downpour made ©
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it imposaible to evacuate to the rear of the regimental CP any except the moat
seriously injured oases. So a hospital was set up in the church at Furrocchia
di Sassimo to care for litter cases until they oould be carried to the ambulance
point a little over one-half mile sway. This carry was so fatiguing that at one
: time it teok twenty-four men two howrs to deliver one litter case. When the sm-
: bulances were unabla to move dus to floocding mountain stresms, the services of
an artillery tractor were used to haul cases to the collecting station.

The outatanding work of rehabilitating battle exhaustlon cases by the regimen-
tal medical persomel deserves mention. On 16 August the regimental surgeon or-
ganized a section of one medical officer and several teohnicians with necessary

uipment to care for exhaustion cases of & physica)l paturs primarily. Men are
held at this installation located at Service Company and gliven rest and hot food.
Of the total nwmber of men givem this reet cure 65X have besn returned to duty,
This set-up has reduced the regimental batile exhaustion rate to the lowest in the
Fifth irmy, HNon-battle casualties during the month numbered 450, the lowest in

the diviaicn.

4 total of TO4 prisonsrs of war wers captured during the period ooversd by
this report. All were takem in the operation leading to the capture of Monteremn-
sio from 1 Ootober to 14 Ootober. ¥No snemy troopa were ocaptured the last two
weeka of the month. Organisations represented at cur prisonsr cage included the
following regimentss 147th Infantry, 28%th Infantry, 1060th Infantry, 1050th
Infantry, 956th Infantry, 151s¢ Infantry, 1%2nd Infantry, 117th Infentry, 260th
Infantry, and the Lehr Brigade, Men from every company in the 117th Infantry were

captured.

L The value of preparing defensive fires immsdiately upon the capture of an
- objective was demonstrated nmumsrous times during the month, The Germans counter-
attacked our advanoce elements day after day in strength as amall a8 & squad and
a3 large a8 three companies. 1In every case he was thrown back with losses by
accurate prepared artillery, mortar, and machine gun fires. At no time was the
enemy able to do more than push a smell dent in our front line. An objeotive
once takem by the regiment was never recaptured by the enemy.

The terrain afforded the enemy excellent delaying positions, and slthough
no organized defense line was encoumtered, German commanders were able to employ
a relatively small force to stop or delay a larger body of troops. Ths enemy
uted to good advantage the protection afforded by every Italian farmhouse or group
of buildings. In almost every case the position was well protected by wire and
& mines and the guns sited for all-round defemse. Such strongpoints had to be out-
flanked before the stutborn German surrendered or wae captured. Often the best
approach was along the high ground as was the surprise capture of Casonl di Romagpa
by the 34 Battalion, but many times the high ground approach was so well defended
that it was necessary to attack from the wvalley. An example of this was the lst
Battalicn suocessful attack against Meszano from the draw socuthwest of the hill
after s push out the 11 Poggio ridgs falled to takeths objJective. Although the
gains made by the regiment during the month were not spectaculsr, they were signi-
ficant. In spite of the combination of a skillful enemy and adverse dlaments the
reglment advanced nine air-line miles in twenty-five days, spesrheading thes Pifh
Army attack most of that time. :

The following men received battlefiold commissions during -tho. tonth of

1st 8gt Hemry A. Trujillo to 2nd Lioutensnt, Infentry
T/3gt Charles R. Van Volkenburg to 2nd Lieutenant, Infantry:
T/Sgt Vernon W. Dyer to 2nd Lieutenant, MAC

Strength of the command as the period opensd was as followss 171 officers,
§ warrant officers, and 5,291 enlisted men. At the end of the peried the strength
was a8 followss 118 officers, 6 warrant officers, and 2,655 enlisted men. Two
undred replacements were received during the month.




REPORT OF OPERATIONS - OCIOBER (CONT'D)

Decorations awarded this montht

Distinguished Service Cross - Capt James M. Doyle
Legion of Merlt - Capt (Chaplain) Lewis H. Grimes
T/8gt Jolm L. Daniel
10 §ilver Star Medals (3 poathumously)
72 Branze Star Medals (2 posthumously, 1 missing in eotion)
4 Oak Leaf Clusters to Bronze Star Medals (1 posthumously)
283 Purple Hearts ‘
63 Oak Leaf Clusters to Purple Hearts
108 Combat Infantryman Badges

Our battle oasualties for the month were as followss

SFFICERS BVLISTED MEN
Killed in action 6 ' 160
Wounded in action 1. 786
¥iasing in aoticon ] 136
" o8
Total casuvalties - 1076
By order of Colonel HUGHESs _ :
HENRY C. TRIBSLER, JR
A Ma jor, 337th Infantr
., N - 3.
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