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FZEPORT CF THZ CIVIL ATROUNAUTICS ROALD
cn the
Investigatlion of an Accident Involving Aireraft in
Scheduled Air Carrier rlight

U]

& Douglas DC3A, NC 168942, owmed ond operated oy United Air Lines
Transoort Corpoiation, recerved wmajor damazs 1n an accrdent vhich cccurred
at the lLumecipel Airport, Moline, Iilinois at approximately 7:52 2.m. on
Decemner 20, 1942. The crsir consisted of Captain Tiesley Ray Lewils and
First Ufficer Don Ven Layne, 20%th of ~thom were propecly certificated and
gpronrlately rated for the flazht involved, and Stegardess Virginia
fibson, Captain Lewis hed accumulated approxamately 2811 solo flying hours
and had been emplored oy United Axr Tines for btwe and .ne—-half [ears. He
had flowm 1993 hovrs as firvst o.Ticer zad 1J1 hours zs copbara 1n IC3 equip-
nment, First Cflicer Layne had floim cpproxamately 1217 hours and had been
employed by United Axr Lines for tio years. The flight carrmed three
revenue passshgers end a Unlted Air Lanes fairst officer +he wws deadhesding

from Uraha to Chicago. 1o inguries wer: sustained by any of the eszsacers
0T CIET,

Umted Trip 8 of December 20, originated =t Omaha, ilebrasus, smth
New York, II. Y. as 1ts dzstination. Several i1atermediate stops 2n roule
were scheduled, 1acluding the one at "olinz. The flight vas clearad to fly
on Lnstruments and departed Fom Onaha at 5-44 pem. A scheduled swop mzg
madz at Des . ornes, Iowm, end the flirht departed that point 2t G6:44 pem.,
{lrang on ainstruments at 3,000 feet. At ebout 7:42 nem., vhen over Dufi-lo,
Ioa, the farst oificer contaciad the compani cperator ot Molins, who gave
him the wind at l.oline Aarport cs eest, oporoxirately 3 m.d.h., and Teveriag
furmy 11o. 9. This operator also informed the capbain that tae rumeys
were siick and thet brakss -ere nol very cflfectaive. AL 7:4C pun., ~hils
circliag the ficld, tne flight agoan asked for tne 1ind snd s advised
thot 1t favored landinz east, and that traffic vas clear. Guided oy thas
repeatad mentioa of tho crst— ect rummay (Fe. 9) the captein mede has
epproach., The first officer called cut thz airspeed during the approach
and tne plane crosged the field coundary at sbout 5 m.p.h. The approach
mas completad, using 3/4 flaps, and +heel contact "as made at aporoxinately
75 mepahs ab 2 porat about 1,000 feet beyond the zpproach snd of She rummy.
after = skip of about 200 fact, -mith both vheels slighily touchiny the
snotry, farm vheal conbtact 1os maintarined znd the orzkes ere aprlied imme-—
dzately, The tarl-high position 1ms maintainsd throughout the landiny run
and no braking effect was noticeable ozvher thon vhen erossing the rumicy
intersection, Nearins the east end of the rummy, Ceptoin Levils unlocked
the tzal vhe .l and attempied a ground loop by vse of his rizht eaginz.
The enginc sputtered and the effort ivs abindoned after veering onl - o few
degrees to the left. The ocxircraft continued on throuch the cirsort Loundarsy
fence, and crashed against the cubonkment of Highiey Ho. 150, which adjoins
the airport. The raight landing gear faillzd from impact mbth the eubdankrent
and the planz stopoed imth 1ts nose protrudinz cver the highmr.

There -rag no indication of foilure of any wore of the gircraft thov
could hnve contrivuted te vthe accadent, The plans was lozaded 11thin
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cllohle lamats. Caniain Lavves statszw chat, “the saicrplen. nac o tr.ce
of reo on Bhie rags, Thica e de-icors d1c noo Inevs, ono 2lthoursh
neslipible, snlflucnced - o ksop Ule carspesd previouslytaintionod until
The Z1eld boundory was crossed.t 4 sioualar stotomont was ede by Inrst
Cificers Marme.

oline AZrport hac thrﬂw naved rumars:  The cest=rest (FTo. 9)
&prOlenglv 2950 I:et longy izl. thie northcast-couthuwest 1s 2,850 f.ot,
~nd . northiesi-souti.cast L° about 4,100 [ .ct 1n longth. Junver o, G
15 s.idom usca Jue Lo 1is saortness and vhe foact thot Ioeol winds scleon
LOGULr abhe uSe. ;h_ cente in s “rrnad that braaun: cofion ~wa Soor bus
e ot fdvisea thoet Juniy ol G as eovercd trzth qnbgt e zoctoed ruta

thre. ircn.s of drv snor ~fhach hea net adnered to Li. x¢o. T 2oroopy

stat.won norager #t loline statverd that the ficld hod nol hoeon cnecoad sine

Decunwer 17, {thrce days prior to the accadert) as condatiione had rcorwin.

cpprozimat 1v othe s, vath sorwe varastieons duc to tem.raiure chanse.

Las fame of thio inspoction no nertocrlir altention tas ~17v.n an =7 o,

Th. nerths st—southrwst anc nortin cst-southesst rur™ro, hiclh, intorsect

e >

Ifo, 9, "=re not :xtrun'l; clrve rrmoau Yo tane ol b accrdent. e nnre

favorsbl. condition of lhosc otaery runmavs, 1S copicoe wath Jlo. 9, Opp0WrS

to hav: b oo th. eosult o1 frafiie on thon throwshoue tos oroaiinr cvel:

of alternat. <haoan wne froccincg, - alea ned prodaced & rough.r.ed surfzec.

e vind froi the sasv vos guglisitle wnd 2 lanuing could v beon Lccol-
[ [

plishod on cither of the lobo.r run . ve.

2
d
AT
a.

SubsSCcOuene Lo TS (Ccriuwlal M1l o IssuLe o ansractions to e WIfct
tnat 2t 18 the Scetion Ilwrperts recpansio 1ol to mwlie seloal culervations
o ~

ane keep comany ooerciionc sdvesea ol an unaca.l fieola cordiido.s hich
rignbt 2e gonsivered detrinentcl to sufe, nerncl concrotions.

PROZABLL CullbL:  Sleppery concision ol tne sun ey whiach nede 1 urosginle
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Ior we captawn b 8Top u e w_rerait ithian Yhe rrirnay
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