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The philosopher may think out a hetter plan for carrying on a certain work,
or the scientist may make discoveries that do not accord with accepted notions,
A few will be found to give each of fhem a hearing and to adopt the new method
or accept the newly discovered fact, but the majority will be a long time in doing
either. If it were put to vote to determine whether the new method should be
adopted, or the newly discovered fact be accepted, in nearly every instance the
majority would vote “no.”” If the will of majority, in this instance, hecomes the
rule of action, then it wonld become tyranny.

Thus we conld elaborate indefinitely, and in every instance it will be found
that majority rule is tyranny. It is always the expression of the thought and will
of those who lag behind; of the conservative ones,

It is evident, then, that all argnment in favor of majority rule is only an
argument in favor of one form of tyranny, and all our *‘reform” friends who call
go loudly for true majority rule, are calling merely for a change in the form of
what they complain of—tyranny—and not its gholition. Why not stop demanding
another form of tyranny and demand the abolition of all tyranny—all rale?

..._._._0_._
Bread or Power*?®

The present stir in political and economic fields of activity is rapidly becoming
one of conquest. For years Labor Unions and Workingmen's Associations of vari-
ous kinds have sought to bind the toilers together for purposes of mutual assist-
ance. Generally they only proposed to assist each other in time of need and to
present an unbroken front when called upon to resist the encroichments of em-
ployer or scab. But in the evolution of industry, and the growth and intensifica-
tion of present conditions, they have fonnd that th ey must become conquerors, or
be driven from their last refuge and made the abject slaves of their oppressors—
their conquerors. Dimly recognizing this, the question of political action has been
more and more noticed, and gained more influence among the various lahor organ-
i?abions as the years went by, and the necessity of a deeisive struggle grew upon
them.

Here was the politician's chance, and true to his instinet he saw it and began
his operations to foist upon the workers the necessity of political action, never for-
getting that he was the man best qnalified to guide them in the attempts to con-
quer the powers of the Slate. **New Trades Unionism,” as it is ealled, pushed on
by the rvlers of the 8. L. P, appeared upon the scene, destined as its promoters
believed, to take the place of the old Trades Unionism. Its purpese is the same
as that of the old style Unionism with the “conguest of power"’ attached. Should
the fond hopes of the promeoters of this kind of workingmen’s association be real-
ized, the entire body of union men wounld he organized in a close corporation ready
to march to the polls on election-day with banners flying, drums beating, and
deposit their ballots according to the dictates of their union—in other words for
the Socialist Labor Party. :

As industrial evolution has progressed, the displacement of human labor by
machinery, the substilution of child labor and woman labor in occupations ence
exclusively the occupations of men, the monopolization of all lands and all the
machinery of production, as well as the growth of intelligence, has tended to point
out to the more thoughtful that the conquest before them must he the conquest
of bread. “‘Bread is freedom, freedom—bread,” has been gaid, and many there are
who recognize this saying as a fact and wish to conquer for bread, not for power.
They see the hard struggle necessary to gain possession of the powers of the State,
aud the many pitfalls and snares into some of which the victorious politician, be
he ever so honest, is sure to fall. S.eing that power ean be upheld only by vie-
lence, and that the instruments of power must ever be a congtant drain upon the
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products of those who teil, he tnrns resolutely away from the conquest of power
and seeks only the conquest of bread, for when the freedom to produce and con-
gnme his bread in peace is secured he is congueror of the ills which now beset him
go thickly.

The Populists have set out to conguer the powers of the State, hoping, oh how
fondly, but how vainly, to make use of that power in bringing about a betterment
of conditions. With a zeal worthy of any cause, they began their campaigns of
conquest and succeeded in conquering the powers of the State in Kansas, Colorado,
South Dakota, and partially so in Nebraska, Minnesota and other states. What
has been the result? One after another of those placed in power by this struggle
of the producers have found themselves unable to remedy the present evils and
given it up, or they have fallen a prey to the same spirit of “‘thrift” that has ever
prompted office holders to **fix”” themselves while they had a chance. Still the
sttempt to carry their conguest ““on to Washington” and gain possession of the
general government is continued ®and while much of the revalutionary fire which
characterized the early history of the party, has died out, electioneering tactics
like unto those of the old parties have grown up, and only the conquest of power
is now their object. In the hope of catching votes they have become conservative,
and the starving widow, the honest man losing his home, and the denial of the
young the chance to be and do on an equal footing with all others, is lost sight of
in the constancy of their gaze, fixed as it is on the conquest of power.

One fraction in the great family of agitators, one fraction alone, stands out
boldly advoeating the direct and immediate conguest of bread. They see that all
energy and time expended in conquering the powers of State iz only wasted.
They eee that it is only swapping masters and that the struggle is not ended by
putting the lash into the hands of a new set of masters. The Anarchists alone ta-
boo the idea of gaining freedom by the conguest of power. They it is that boldly
proclaim for freedom; for bread for all, and in abundance. At first reviled and
persecnted, represented as the epemies of labor and the paid tools of plutoeracy,
they have continued the propaganda which is so obnoxious to the self-seeking poli-
ticians, and little by little the beauty and gnblimity of the conquest of bread is
dawning upon the minds of the toilers, and they begin to see the uselessness and
folly of eonquering power for others to use; of wresting the lash from the hands
of some and placing it into the hands of others, and as knowledge takes root and
spreads amongst the workers, the power of the State will wane and the conquest
of bread gains in strength and certainty of success.

Brothers! the struggle is on. We must sink in deeper depths of servitude or
conquer the world for freedom. The history of our race shows all too clearly that
all conquests of power have finally resulied badly for the useful classes; for those
who labor and produce the necessities of life, as well as its comforts and luxuriea.
Power once acquired requires constant effort to be retained. In fact, g0 much
effort is nieeded in maintaining it that there is no time for anything else.

Time and again the downtrodden have arisen and wrested the powers of State
from their oppressors, but in every instance where that power has been left intact,
or some new form inaugurated, its possessors have made use of it to their personal
advantage, and its exercise has grown oppressive as of old. ;

Secing then that slavery or conquest is before us, which will we try to con-
quer, political power or bread—ireedom? Wisdom and all thfa lessons of experi-
ence show the futility of the conguest of power. Before us liea the world fruitful
and abundant. 'The eool streams langhing and joyous are ready to assist ms in
grinding grain or weaving cloth, while the c?natfnnt change of seasons insures
abundant yields of fruit and cereals if our attention is turned to congnering the
obstacles that lie between us and the free and untrammeled use of all these nat-
ural bounties and latent possibilities.
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life fairly, or on the bright side, and cause them to look npon every one elge with
saspicion, or with evil intent. This frame of mind is fostered by political aspir-
ants and trades nnion agitators, and labor fakirs generally, who hope by setting
race against race, nationality against pationality, or nnionist against seab, to lift
themselves into office, or some position of trust and emolument. This, you see, is
in turn due to the existence of government and monopoly, and will vanish when
theee two canses are removed. So we need aprehend no crime as a result of such
things, in a condition of freedom.

Jealousy will continue, we are told, and love will cause men to kill each other
then as now. But is this true? Much of the tronble that now occars between
the sexes is dne to bad industrial conditions, while a great deal of the jealousy
that now exists is attribulable directly to the frame of mind created and upheld
by marriage laws. ‘“‘This is my wife,” is the excuse of many men who act crimi-
nally toward the women so designated, or some person for whom she may have
formed a tender regard. The idea of woman’s right to control her actions, and to
determine for herself with whom she will associate sexually, is growing with, and
is inseparable from, the thonght of freedom from State interference. When men
and women have learned to respect the rights of all others, including their agsso-
ciate, the one they cluim to love, then crimes as a result of jealousy will dis-
appear.

s Thus we see thal in a condition of freedom crimes of all kinds wounld become
scarce, to say the least.

“But if erime should occur, what would you do?” is a query that is constantly
forced onto the advocates of freedom. In the firat place, it is impossible to state
what will be done, in any case, until the crime hag oecurred and the surrounding
circumstances are determined. For this reason it is nonsense to demand an
explanation of what will be done with eriminals in guppoeed cases. Tn the event
of the commission of & erime, it would be of no use to punish the criminal, for in
8o doing it only draws those into the commission of crime who administer the
Jpunishment. Tf a man becomes insane and undertakes to ‘““pick off everybody on
the street with his revolver,” as some aathoritarians claim, would happen, then
there is no question but that very sudden and effective means would be taken to
stop him—not as a matter of punishment, but as a matter of protection.

It is not punishment that prevents crime, or can prevent crime, and it is
worse than useless to try to cure crime by punishment. Protection is always in
order, and there is no question in my mind bat that means, adequate to the end,
will never be lacking,

B
Communism,

There is one subject abont which there is much confusion of thought; one

Which is much misundertsood, or whick is unknown to the majority. Thatsubject
i8 Communism.

The most general conception of Communism is that of the small states, or
societies in which the tools, land, buildings and products of the society are the
common property of the members, or of the government of the society. Usaally
in these societies, or states; & common kitchen is maintained ; the vegetables are
all raised together in a common garden by the united effort of those assigned to
that work by the management of the society ; individual preference is supposed to
give way to the preference of the majority, and a regunlation of activities carried on
by the central authority. This is the old-fashioned authoritarian Communism
which still prevails to a limited extent. This is the kind of Communism which
most persons picture in their minds when the word is mentioned.

While thie kind of Communism has many advantages, such as united effort
and the increased productive power incident thereto, the saving incident to the
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abolition of all the unnecessary weighing, measuring, accounting, book-keeping,
atc,, yeb it is objectionable on account of its authoritarianism.

It is from this kind of effort that most persons draw their conception of Com-
munigm. Many who oppose Clommunism base their opposition on the assumption
that theee little socialistic states are the true models of Communism, hence their
antipathy to such arrangements.

Fun ie poked at the “eommunity toothbrush, towel, bed,” etc., by those who
answer argnment by ridicule. No one believes that there wonld then be any
greater communism in these things than now exists, if he will stop and think a
minate. Tn every hotel and boarding house these tools of cleanliness are used by
thoneands of different people. In every city there are Toilet Supply Companie'a
who furnigh a combination towel-rack, looking-glass, comh and brush-holder, and
take the dirty towels away, leaving clean ones every morning. In this way tens of
thonsands of hands and faces are wiped on the same towels in the run of a year.
Bat the pregent promiscuity in the use of articles of various kinds ie tco apparent
to need elaboration. Yet it is warmly championed by the ridienlers of the
“cemmunity towel.”

Many imagine that all persons would live in big houses where the meals would
be served in & common kitchen. This is another unfonnded supposition. For
that matter gee the millions who do eat in common dining-rooms, each getting his
roast beef, maccaroni and cheese or ham and eggs, cooked in the same vessels, by
the same cooks, cut from the same yoast or ham. All these things occur, not be-
cange of the communistic genius of present institutions, but because of the opposite
tendency. The desire to snpply our needs or wants cheaply gives birth to such
arrangements and customs. The one who can combine the efforts of a number of
persons, in his given line, judiciously, can gnpply his wants more cheaply than can
be done otherwise.

80 we see that the principal objections brought against Communism are invalid.
The first, the charge of anthoritarianigm, ecannot apply to true Commnunism but
only to miniature State Soeialism, usually cailed Communism ; that of promiscuity
can be bronght with terrible force against the present methods, or any other
methods that propose cheapness 88 the guide to preference. Neither one can be laid
at the door of Communism, ag I propose to show.

In the first place the Communism proposed 88 & social and economic arrange-
ment by the Anarchists who no longer love the fierce struggle of competition, and
the wasteful methods of commercialism, i8 & condition of affairs where all exercise
of suthority is absent. Tn such a condition assoociaticn accordiug to taste would
be the rule. All the resources of the oarth heing then common to all, that is to
say, free for all to use but not to monopolize, there would be no necessity to asso-
ciate with others in productive work, or in gocial matters, when such aesociation
was not pleasant. Persons who becauge of similarity of taste desired to workin the
game kind of nndertakings wonld then associate in their occupation of production
or distribution because it would give them pleasure to do £o. In social matters the
likes and dislikes, attraction and repulsions which wield such an important influ-
ence in society today, would have full play, and association of a soeial character
would be pleasant becanse desired by all persons concerned. Under these condi-
tions ¢rime, vice, and contentions of an un pleasant character wonld be reduced to
the minimum, for all these things a8 they exist today are the direct outgrowth of
the restriction of liberty, the strained and unpleasant agsociation and relations

resulfing therefrom. ¥

The common house, towel, etc., would be matters for each one to decide for

him or herself. If any number of pereons wished to nnite their domestic affairs

and live in one common home, using the same dishes, epoons, towels, ete., they
to live the most exclusive lives, having their own

could do so. Those who wished
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