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Cambridge, Massachusetts

.

1901 .

m January

.

The weather in January in our immediate vicinity, while

not as mild as during tho preceding month, has been very mode-

rate for the middle of winter. It rained more frequently

than it snowed while' the maximum depth of snow at any time

was 3 inches on the 12th. 3now fell only on the 10 - 12 -

15 - 18 - 28 - 31, and the month closed with the snow out

1 l/2 inches in depth. The ground remained white, however,

after the 10th when the first snow fell. Light rain fell on

8 days

.

Though there only six days, the 7-9-15-16-17-
w

21, when tho mercury remained above the freezing point, it

got below 20° only on tho 2 - 3 - 4 - 14 - 19 - 20 - 23 - 29 -

30, while it got below 10+ only on the 3 - 19 - 20. The low-

est record was 1+ on the 20th and the highest, 50+- on the 9th;

the average maximum temperature was 35.6 and the average

minimum was 26 . Ten days, the 1 -2-3-5-6-13-14-
20-21 - 26, were absolutely clear. These observations refer

to the time between daylight and dark as regards the tempera- \

ture.

f -

m The wind during the month was rather light, the prevail-

ing direction being Southwest and West . There were a few

calm days.

/
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.

(Motes made by Walter" Deane in the absence of

f i 1 1 iam Br @«rs t er )

.

Various circumstances have prevented me from making

more than a very few observations on the bird life in Gam-

bridge and vicinity during the month of January. Fresh Pond

was not entirely closed by ice till about the middle of the

month but even then the Herring Gulls and Ducks resorted

there in considerable numbers to rest upon the surface of the

ice. Records were made by me and others all through the

month and but twice were no Gulls reported. Their numbers

varied from 1000 on the 1st, 9th and 25th to none on the 12th.

500 were counted on the 26th.

Black-backed Gulls were seen on Fresh Pond as follows :-

one on the Gth and Sth by W. Deane; three on the 9th by Llaster

Jvidder; one on the 24th by :.Ir .G.C .Deane.

The largest number of Black Ducks seen was 150 which I

counted on the 1st at 10 A.I.I. I could easily distinguish the

Red-legged and the Gray-legged birds. No other water fowl

were observed on the Pond during the month.

Mr .H.A.Francis saw a Red-breasted Nuthatch in Brookline,

on the 19th.



Cambridge, Massachusetts.
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January. Masters Kidder and Eust is have sent me lists of the birds

observed during the month by the members of the Derby Peabody

Club. I append the entire list.

1 • tarus mar inus

.

Two records for Fresh Pond on the 5th and 9th, and

eleven on Charles River, Harvard Bridge.

2. Ljarjus argentatus smithsonianus .

Fresh Pond, common; Charles River.

3 . Anas obscura .

Fresh Pond, common.

4. Clargula clangula amor icana.

Charles River at Harvard Bridge, common.

5. Buteo 1 ineatus .

Or)e near Helmet Hill, Waverley.

6. Falco sparver ius .

One in the Fresh Pond Marshes on the 27th.

7 . Llegascops asio .

Found a gray one in a hole near the Lower Mystic

Pond, on the 5th..

S. Hyctala acadica.

One in an evergreen on Reservoir St., between

Fayerweather and Highland Sts. , on the 6th.

9 . Dryobates pubescens medianus

.

Lexington, one; Waverley, two. 7 records oy Kidder.
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January. 10. Colaptes auratus luteus .

(-), Cambridge, one; v/ren Orchard, one. 7 records by

Kidder

.

1 1 . Cyanocitta cr istata .

SJommon at V/averley and Lower I.Iystic Pond.

12. Corvus americanus .

Common.

1 3 . Passer domesticus

.

Abundant

.

14. Spisella mont icola .

Large numbers in the Marshes

.

15. Lielospiza fasciata .

A few in the Marshes and at Lower Pond. Kidder

says, "Common in the marshes. 29 birds. Two singing."

• 16 « Ampelis cedrorum .

A few on the 27th at Belmont. Kidder saw a floclc

of 12 on the Gth.

17. Lanius boreal is .-

Boston Common, one; Fresh Pond and its Marshes, one

seen often. Kidder says, "4 birds".
v

1S - Certhia famil iar is fusca .

Arlington, four. Kidder says, "Quite common "

.
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January. 19. Sit ta carol inens is

.

(fe), "Scarce, two records", Kidder.

20. Parus atr icapillus

.

Common. "Quite common", Kidder.

21. "Regulus satrapa.

Not more than 7.

Master Ted Kidder is a member of the Derby Peabody Club

and is a sharp, observing boy. He goes up to Fresh Pond

Marshes nearly every morning, getting there before or by sun-

rise, and he doubtless sees all the birds that are there. He

has seen no Junco hyemalis or Astragal inus tr

i

st is this month.

January Garden Birds.

The following birds have been seen in the Garden during

the month.

1 . Parus atr icapillus .

Chickadees have been present daily through the month

in flocks never exceeding six in number . They have fed

regularly on the suet in the crab apple tree, and I

failed to see them on it only four days out of the 51,

three of these being Sunday when I was not here.
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January. 2. Sitta carol inens is .

(6). I saw.oss on the 11th. Pie was calling lustily.

5. Certhia familiar is fusca .

One was seen on the 7th and 10th.

4. Lanius boreal is .

One was seen on the 1st, 4th, 26th, 28th and 29th.

I heard him singing on the 4th and 29th and my brother

George heard one in the garden" on the 26th.

5. Passer doinesticus .

Present throughout the month in varying numbers

.

At times they were entirely absent for two or three days

but they were sure to return, and twenty or thirty would

perch in the lilacs and make a good deal of noise.

6. Corvus amer icanus,.

A Grow occasionally flew over the place or alighted

in the lindens. Three is the largest number seen at one

t ime

.

7. Col apt es auratus luteus .

I saw a male on the 5th on the trunk of the large

linden at the side of the house by the driveway. He went

half way into the squirrel 1 s hole. Another was seen on

the 23rd.



Cambridge, Massachusetts

1901 .

January. G. Acc ip itHr velox .

(7). I saw a female flying low over the garden in a

north-westerly direction on the 9th.

9. Larus ardent atus sini thsonianus .

Gulls were seen flying over the garden as follows

5 on the 9th; 2 on the 17th; 1 on the 50th.

Walter Deane.
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February. The mercury ranged above 32 degrees on the 4, 9, 16, 17,

18, 19, 20, 25 and 26, the extremes of temperature being 33

degrees on the 9th and 20th, and 45 degrees on the 26th.

On the remaining 19 days the mercury did not get above the

freezing point during the entire day. It never ranged lower

than 10 degrees but on IS days it reached 20 degrees or less.

This temperature combined with the high winds that have pre-

vailed during a good part of the month has made it very dis-

agreeable.

Trie average maximum temperature was 29.73 plus, degrees.

" " minimum " "17.75 *'
»

Though the ground has been white throughout the month

with bare spots interspersed here and there but little snow

has fallen. Indeed the only occasion that could be dignified

as a snow storm was on the 4th when it snowed from early morn-

ing till late afternoon, about eight inches falling. This

made a depth of ten inches for the month opened with 2 l/2

inches on the ground. On the 12th a few flakes were in the

air; on the 17th enough snow had fallen in the night to cover

the bare spots; on the 23rd about l/4 inch had fallen in the

night; and on the nights, of the 25th and 25th about 2 l/2

inches in all fell. This -was all the snow for the mor)th.

No rain has fallen and on 19 days it has been either ab-
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February, solutely clear or with a few light clouds floating about, al-

(2). lowing the sun to shine most of the tine. The remaining days,

(the 4, 5, 6, 9, 12, 13, 15, 19 & 21) were cloudy for all or

a good part of the day, the clouds obscuring the sun.

On the 1st, 2nd and 3rd of the month calm and light west

winds prevailed, but from the 4th to the 8th inclusive, a high

wind blew constantly varying from north-east on the 4th to

west and north-west. During the rest of the month the wind

was generally light, varying from north-west by west to

south-west. Only on the 12th, ISth and 26th have I recorded

a calm. This record applies to this immediate locality and

the records of temperature were taken at 7.30 A.I.I, and

1 .30 P.M.

Birds of the Cambridge Region.

I have made very few obsevations on the birds about Cam-

bridge this past month, and but few records have been handed

in by members of the Nut tall Club. I have gathered the fol-

lowing 1 ist . :
-

Merula migrator ia .

3 at Kingsley Park on the 22nd, W.Deane.

Anorthura hiemal is .

One in Broohline on the 16th, Dr .A.L.Reagh.

?
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February . Lox ia c

.

minor .

(3). Mr .N.A.Francis says that Red Crossbills have been

in Broohline all winter near the corner of Heath and

Warren Streets. (Reported at the Nutt. Club, Feb. IS).

Sp izella mont.icpl a.

One in Watertown on the 18th, G.C.Deane.

Dryabates p . medianus .

One in Watertown on the ISth, G.C.Deane.

Pal

c

p sparver ius .

' A pair at Mt .Auburn on the 12th, G.C.Deane.

Liegascops aaio .

A pair opposite Mt .Auburn Cemetery, on the 25th,

copulating, G.M.Allen.

Clausula c . amoricaiia.

10 males and one female on the 2nd, and two males

and two females on the 8th, off Harvard Bridge; a flock of

twelve in Charles River, opposite Sparks Street, W.Deane.

Larus a

.

smithsonianus .

100 on the 2nd, 2 on the Sth, 15 on the 22nd,

W.Deane. Fresh Pond.
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February. Richard Sustis has sent me a list of the birds observed

(4). during the month by the Members of the Derby Peabody Club.

I append the entire list.

1. Gavia ( inber ? ).

One on the 23rd, Revere Beach.

2. Larus mar inus .

Revere Beach and Charles River.

3 « Larus argent atus smithsonianus .

4. Anas obscura.

Eight on Fresh Pond on the 17th.

5 « Clangula clangula amer

i

cana .

Col inus virginianus .

On the road to Concord on the 17th, Kidder.

7. Bonasa umbel lus .

Arnold Arboretum.

C . But eo ( lineatus ? )

.

9 . Falco s'parver ius .

10.. Ilegascops asio

.

One living at the Thorpes', Brattle St., in an elm.

1

1

• Dryobateg villosus

.

Merrill C-risvrold.

12. Dryobates pubescens iaedianus .
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February. 14. Otocoris al 'pestr is .

(5). About twenty on the 23rd, Revere Beach.

15. Cyanocitta cr istata .

16. Corvus araer icanus .

17. Carpodacus purpureus .

Y/averley

.

18. Astragal inus tristis .

Hot more than three during the month.

19. Spizella monticola .

20. Junco h.venial is .

21. Hclospiza fasciata .

22. Lanius boreal is .

l

Seen every week by sone member

.

23. Dendroica coronata.

One at Arnold Arboretum.

24 • Corthia familiar is fusca .

25. Sltta carol inensis .

26 . " canadensis

.

One at Mr .Hoffmann's, Belmont.

27 . Parus atr icap illus .

28 . Merula migrator ia .

One seen on the 26th, Marsh St., Belmont, Kidder.
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The birds seen in the garden have been surprisingly few,

during the month of February:.

1 . Parus atricapillus .

Tho chickadees have visited the suet by ray window

continuously throughout the month. I myself have seen

them feeding on it, on eighteen daye different days.

The flocks have contained as many as seven birds. On

the 16th I heard the Phoebe-call uttered twice.

2. Lanius boreal is .

The shrike has been seen in the garden four times

during the month. On the 2nd Gilbert and I saw him kill

an English Sparrow. When we first saw him he was on the

Sparrow in the snow by the board walk near my window.

The Sparrow was struggling, and the Shrike was hammer ing

at the base of the poor bird's skull. This he did four

or five times, each time worrying the bird with his bill
struggles

instead of withdrawing it immediately. The Sparrow's A

grew feebler and soon the Shrike, taking the bird in his

bill, flew over to the cedar tree oy the pond. An hour

later I saw the Shrike fly down from the tree, pick up

a small object from the snow, and then, dropping it,

pick up another and fly into the tree and soon leaving

the tree scale out of sight. The small object, as I
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1901.

February. suspected, was the head of the Sparrow. I have put this

(7). head into the collection.

On the 6th and 10th I heard the Shrike in full song,

and on the 20th Leonard Beard saw one eating a Sparrow

in the sarnie cedar tree.

3. Passer domest icus .

The English Sparrows have been present in varying

numbers and at varying intervals. Flocks of fifteen or

twenty have been the greatest numbers. For two or three

days at a time they have been absent, and on the next

day their hideous chirping «°»-U be heard all the morning

among the lilacs.

4. Corvus amer icanus .

Every few days through the month, one, two or three

Crows have passed over the place or alighted in the lin-

dens to caw awhile before resuming their flight.

5. Megascops asio .

A Screech Owl has taken up his abode in a hole high

up in the elm by the Thorpes' gate on Brattle Street.

On the evening of the 24th I heard him hooting in or

near the garden for an hour and a half, at intervals of

about half a minute. The note was a very musical,

plaintive hp o -ho o

-

hoo

-

hop -hog-hoo_
;
uttered rapidly about
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fifteen times. On the 26th I heard him again at 7.30

and 10.45 in the evening, and several times in the night

when I awQ&e I heard the soft call coming in through the

closed window.

Walter Deane

.
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Cambridge, Mass.

1901

.

# June 26

.

At 8.15 Walter and I started on a drive the chief object

(2). of which was to ascertain what birds continue to breed in the

immediate neighborhood of Harvard Square and throughout the

less thickly settled parts of Cambr idgeport . Although the

season was a trifle late and the weather somewhat too warm for

birds to be singing freely the undertaking was by no means

devoid of interest and success. We walked the horse most of

the way and frequently stopped him for minutes at a time to

watch and listen. The following birds were seen or heard

south or south-east of Harvard Square and the College grounds.

Robin. 4 old birds and a this year's nest on Maple Street.

1 11 bird on Hancock Street.

1 » " at corner of Dana and Harvard Streets.

2 " birds on Broadway near High School.

Yel low Warbl er

.

2 seen on Prescott Street.

2* at corner of Dana and Harvard Streets.

las on Hancock Street.

1* at corner of Payette and Cambridge Streets.

•
1* 1 * •

' Baldwin pyi:*M. )^ . ,

Redstart. 1* on Prescott Street.

1* " Maple Street.

1* at corner of Hancock and Harvard Streets.
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1901.

June 26. Warbling Vireo .

(3). 1* at corner of Dana and Harvard Streets,

l*. u " " Xtmm "

In " " " Payette and Cambridge Streets.

t% " lower part of Kirkland Street.

Baltimore Oriole .

A this year's nest in an elm on Harvard Street near

Hancock Street. An English gardener who has worked

for years on a place near by told me that Orioles

are not common in the neighborhood.

Least Flycatcher .

1# at corner of Kirkland and Irving Streets.

(We heard another on Cambridge Common).

Flicker .

One in a dead oak in a vacant lot at corner of

Cambridge and Baldwin Streets.

Chimney Swift .

Heard twittering over Prescott street, at corner of

Dana and Harvard Streets, and on Harvard Street

below Inman Street

.



Cambridge, kass.

1901.

June 26. Throughout practically the whole of the region beyond

(4). Harvard Square the chatter and din of the English Sparrows

was ceaseless and in places almost deafening. They were many

times timoo more numerous than they have ever been in our own

neighborhood and their presence in such multitudes seemed to

me to fully account for the marked scarcity of native birds.

Of the latter the Robin and Yellow V/arbler appeared to be the

most numerous and well distributed. I was surprised to find

of the Vireos only the V/arbling. The greatest number of

native birds heard in any one place was at the corner of Han-

cock and Harvard Streets where a Robin, a Redstart and a Yel-

low Warbler were singing together in a garden. The English

gardener working there told me that he occasionally saw

Flickers and Crows in the neighborhood.

Host of the streets through 'which we passed have changed

in the past thirty years even less than I had supposed. Har-

vard Street, nearly or quite to Inman Street, remains practi-

cally as it was in my High School days. Throughout the Dana

Hill region and between there and the Colleges there are very

many old gardens filled with trees and shrubbery which, with-

out doubt, would attract large numbers of our native birds

were it not for the teeming multitudes of English Sparrows

which along the lower parts of Harvard Street seem to have

crowed out everything else, even the Robins.



Cambridge, Mass.

1901.

June 26. After finishing with the Cambr i&geport Region we drove

(5). to Norton's Woods. Here I left the buggy and spent about an

hour and a half rambling about and tailing the notes on which

the following description of the place is based: although it

was now late in the forenoon and intensely hot the birds sang

freely and my list of species reached a greater number than I

had thought it possible to note under such conditions.

In the days of my boyhood the Norton estate was more

than twice as extensive as it is now. There was a bushy

swamp in which Rod-w inged Blackbirds used to breed which was

drained and occupied by the Shady Hill Nursery Company early

in the 30s and much of the higher ground, cut up into house

lots a few years later and now intersected oy Irving and

Scott Streets, was formerly covered with woods. The old man-

sion house, with its immediate surroundings of some 8 or 10

acres, remains, however, essentially unchanged. The house

stands on the crest of a hill of moderate elevation and is

nearly surrounded by a group of tall elms whose branches

droop low over the roof. It is approached from the western

side by a winding driveway shaded oy large white pines, beech-

es and red maples. On either side of this driveway lie gently

sloping, grassy fields sprinkled with apple trees, thickets

of lilacs and clusters of wild roses. The roses were in full

bloom this morning and several cows wore grazing under the
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trees. Altogether it was as peaceful and pastoral a bit of

landscape as one often finds within the limits of a populous

city. At the foot of the southern slope the course of a

brook, which used to flow into the swamp but which is now

perfectly dry, is marked by a winding channel nearly two feet

in depth. Along its banks grow oaks (chiefly Q.b icolor ),

elms, red maples, willows, both species of hornbeams, gray

birches, rum cherries and a few Austrian pines and Norway

spruces which were evidently planted there, all the other

trees being apparently indigenous to the place. Some of the

oaks and maples are of the largest siso. The ground beneath

these trees is free from undergrowth and in most places car-

petted with green turf.

At the. base of the wester,: slope lie all that are left

untouched of Norton's Woods - a mere fragment covering, at

the most, barely two acres yet in many respects a perfectly

primitive bit of wilderness. The trees are chiefly white

pines, probably of considerable age but neither very large

nor flourishing, their foliage, like that of most of our Gam-

bridge pines, being scanty and rusty-looking. Among them are

a number of oaks, white, swamp white, scarlet and black, all

belonging to the forest-grown type (i.e. with long trunks

branching high above the earth ) and not a few being of really
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June 26. noble proportions. There are also tupelos (most of them

(7). small but several sixty or seventy feet in height ana three

or four feet in girth), red maples, rum cherries, elms, and a

few clusters of gray birches, with a single horse chestnut

and some Ilorway spruces which were evidently -planted.

Beneath the larger trees grow young oaks, maples, elms,

wild cherries and a few hawthorns forming a thin but untrimmed

and charmingly natural undergrowth overrun in several places

with greenbriar. Much of the surface of the ground is also

densely covered with poison ivy, woodbine and blackberry

vines but beneath some of the pines it is carpetted only with

pine needles. I could find none of the plants which usually

grow in primitive woodland, such as the ground pines, pipsis-

sewa, sarsapar ilia, "partridge berry, etc. Indeen I have

named all the plants that I noticed here.

These woods are intersected by broad foot paths which

are numerous and cross each other at intervals of every few

yards and divide the thickets into many separate copses. The

place is open to the public and men and girls were passing

and repassing along the paths or resting in the cool shade of

the trees all the time that I was there.
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