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Governor Johnson’s
Address.

Keynote for Progressives.

Inaugural Address

“Tn the political struggle from
which we have just emerged, the is-
sue was so sharply defined and so
thoroughly understood that it may be
superfluous for me to indicate the
policy which in the ensuing four
years will control the executive de-
partment of the state of California.
The electorate has rendered its de-
cision, a decision conclusive upon all
its representatives; but while we know
the sort of government demanded
and decreed by the people, it may not
be amiss to suggest the means by
which that kind of administration
may be attain:d and continued.

“Successful and permanent govern-
ment must rest primarily on recogni-
tion of the rights of men and the
absolute sovereignty of the people.
Upon these principles is bas:d the
superstructure of our republic. Their
maintenance and perpetuation meas-
ure the life of the republic.

“It was upon this theory that we
undertook originally to go to th: peo-
ple; it was this theory that was
adopted by the people; it is upon this
thecry. so far as your executive is
concerned, that this government shall
be henceforth conducted.

“Tim problem first presented to us,
therefore, is how best can the gov-
ernment be made responsive to in
people alone? Matters of material
prosperity and advancement, conser-
vation of resources, developm nt ot
that which lies within our borders,
are ea«v of solution when once the
primal question of the people's rule
shall_have been determined.

To Eliminate Private Interest

“In some form cr other nearly every
governmental problem that involves
the health, the happinss or the pros-
perity of the state has arisen be-
cause some private interest has inter-
vened or has sought for its own gain
to exploit either the resources or the

liti f th . ;
pC)“It %gk% |tt etﬁé%?‘ore, that the first
duty that is mine to perform is to
eliminate every private interest from
th= government and to make the pub
lie service of the state responsive
solela/ to the Eeo le. The state is en-
titled to the highest efficiency m our
public service, "and that efficiency |
shall endeavor at all times to giv-
It is obvious that the requisite de-
gree of efficiency cannot be attained
where any public servant divides his
allegiance between the public service
and a private interest. .

“Where under our political sys-
tem therefore, there exists any ap-
pointee of the governor who is repre-
senting a political machine or a cor-
poration that has been devoting it-
self in part to our politics, that ap
pcintee will be replaced by an official
who Will devote himself exclusively
and solely to the service of the state.
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In this fashion, so far as it can be
accomplished by the executive the
government of California shall be
made a government for the people.

Looks to Legislature

“If there are in existence now any
appointees who represent the sys-
tem of politics which has been in
vogue in this state for many years
and who have* divided their allegiance
between the state and private inter-
est of any sort, or if there be in ex-
istence any commission of like char-
acter, and | cannot alone deal with
either, then | shall look to the legis-
lature to aid me in my design to
eliminate special interests from the
government and to require from our
officials the highest efficiency and an
undivided allegiance; and | ‘shall ex-
pect such legislative action to be
taken as may be necessary to ac-
complish the desired result.

“In pursuing this policy, so long as
we deal with the ward heeler who
holds a petty official position as a re-
ward for political service, or with the
weak and vacillatin” small politician,
we will have the support, and in-
deed, the commendation of all the
people and all the press; but as we
go a little higher, with firm resolve
and absolute determination, we will
begin to meet with opposition here
and there to our plan and various ar-
guments, apparently put forth in
good faith for the retention of this
official or that, will make their ap-
pearance.’ X

“Finally when we reach, if we do,
some representative, not only of the
former political master of this state,
the Southern Pacific company, but
an apostle of ‘big business’ as well,
(that business that believes all gov-
ernment is a mere thing for exploita-
tion and private gain), a storm of in-
dignation will meet us from all of
those who have been parties to or
partisans of the political system that
has obtamed in the past; and par-
ticularly that portion of the public
press which is tesponsive to private
interest and believes that private in-
terest should control our govern-
ment, will in mock indignation, and
pretended horror, cry out against the
desecration of the public service and
the awful politics which would per-
mit the people to rue.

Abuse of Power

“Much, doubtless, will be said of
destructiveness, of abuse of power,
of anarchistic tendencies and the like,
and of the astounding and incompar-
able fitness of him who represents
'big business’ to represent wus all.
And in the end it may be that the
very plan, simple and direct, to which
we have set ourselves in the admin-
istration will be whollv distorted and
will be understood only by those who,
with a singleness of purpose, are
working for popular government.

“It matters not how powerful an
individual may be who is in the
service of the state, nor how much
wealth or influence there may be be-
hind him, nor how strenuously he
ma(l}/ be supported by ‘big business'
and by all that has been heretofore
powerful and omnipotent in our po-

litical life, if he be the representa-
tive of Southern Pacific politics, or
if he be one of that class who di-
vides his allegiance to the state with
a private interest and thus impairs
his efficiency, |1 shall attack him the
more readily because of his power
and his influence and the wealth be-
hind him and | shall strive in respect
to such an one in exactly the same
way as with his weaker and less
powerful accomplices.

“l prefer, as less dangerous to so-
cietv, the political thu? of the wa-
ter front to the snugly respectable
individual in broadcloth of pretended
respectability who, from ambush,
employs and uses that thug, for his
selfish' political gain.

“In the consummation of our de-
sign at last to have the people rule,
we shall go forward, without malice
or hatred® not in animosity or per-
sonal hostility, but calmly, coolly,
pertinaciously, unswervingly and with
absolute determination until the pub-
lice .service reflects only the public
good and represents alone the peoPIe.

Initiative, Referendum and Recall

“When, with your assistance, Cali-
fornia’s government shall be com-
posed only of those who recognize one
sovereign and master, the people,
then is presented to us the question
of how best can we arm the people
to protest themselves hereafter? If
we can give to the people the means
by which they may accomplish such
other reforms as they desire, the
means as well by which they may
prevent the misuse of the power tem-
porary centralized in the legislature,
afid an admonitory and precautionary
measure which will ever be present
before weak officials and the exist-
ence of which will prevent the ne-
cessity for its use, then all that lies
in our power will have been done in
the direction of safeguarding the fu-
ture and for the perpetuation of the
theory upon which we ourselves shall
conduct this government. Lo

“This means for accomplishing
other reforms has been designated
the ‘inititative and the referendum’
and the precautionary measure by
which a recalcitrant official can be
removed is designated the ‘recall’
And while | do not by any means
believe the initiative, the referendum
and the recall are the panacea for all
our political ills, yet they do give to.
the electorate the power of action
when desired, and they do place in the
hands of the people-the means by
which they may protect themselves.

Direct Legislation Urged

“lI recommend to you therefore, and
I most strongly urge that the first
step in our design to preserve and
perpetuate popular government shill
be the adoption of the initiative, the
referendum and the recall. | recog-
nize that this must be accomplished,
so far as the state is concerned, bv
constitutional amendment. But |
hope that at the earliest fossible date
the amendments may be submitted to
the people and that you take the
steps necessary for that purpose.

“l will not here go into detail as



to the proposed measures. | have col-
lected what | know many of your
members have, the various constitu-
tional amendments now in force in
different states, and at a future time,
if desired, the detail to be applied in
this state may be taken up.

“Suffice it to say, so far as the re-
call is concerned, did the solution of
the matter rest with me, | would ap-
ply it to every official. 1 commend
to you the proposition that, after all,
the initiative and the referendum de-
pend on our confidence in the people
and in their ability to govern.

“The opponents of direct legislation
and the recall, however -they may
phrase their opposition, in reality be-
lieve the people can be trusted. On
the other hand, those of us who es-
pouse these measures do so because
of our deep-rooted belief in popular
government, and not only in the right
of the people to govern, but in their
ability to govern, and this leads us
logically to the belief that if the peo-
ple have the right, the ability and
the intelligence to elect, they have, as
well, the right, ability and intelligence
to reject or to recall; and this applies
with equal force to an administrative
or a judicial officer.

No Exception for Recall

“l suggest, therefore, that if you
believe in the recail, and if in your
wisdom you desire its adoption by
the people, you make no exception in
its application. It has been sug-
gested that by immediate legislation
you can make the recall applicable to
counties without the necessity of
constif utional amendment. If this be
so, and if you believe in the adoption
of this particular measure, there is
no reason why the legislature should
not at once give to the counties of
the state the right which we expect
to accord to the whole state by virtue
of constitutional amendment.

“Were we to do nothing else during
our terms of office than to require
and compel an individual allegiance
to the state from all its servants, and
then to place in the hands of the peo-
ple the means by which they could
continue that allegiance, with the
power to legislate for themselves
when they desired, we would have
thus accomplished perhaps the great-
est service that could be rendered our
state.

“With public servants whose sole
thought is the good of the state, the
prosperity of the state is assured, ex-
action and extortion from the people
will be at an end, in every material
aspect advancement will be ours, de-
velopment and progress will follow
as a matter of course, and popular
government will be perpetuated.

The Railroad Question

“For many years in the past ship-
pers and those generally dealing with
the Southern Pacific company' have
been demanding protection against
the rates fixed by that corporation.
The demand has been answered by
the corporation by the single ex-
pedient of taking over the government
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of the state, and instead of regula-
tion of the railroads, as the framers
of the new constitution fondly hoped,
the railroad has regulated the state.
“To Californians it is quite un-
necessary to recall the motives that
actuated the framers of the new con-
stitution when article XIl was adopt-
ed. It was thought that the railroad
commission thereby created would be
the bulwark between the people and
the exactions and extortions and dis-
criminations of the transportation
companies. ,

“That the scheme then adopted has
not proved effective has become only
too plain. That this arose because
of the individuals constituting the
railroad commission is in the main
true, but it is also apparent that
there has been a settled purpose on
the part of the Southern Pacific com-
pany not only to elect its own rail-
road commission but also whenever
those commissioners made any at-
tempt, however feeble, to act, to ar-
rest the powers of the commission
and to have those powers circum-
scribed within the narrowest limits.

Powerless to Fix Rates

“All of us who lecall the adoption
of the new constitution will remem-
ber that we then supposed the most
plenary powers were conferred upon
the commission. It has been gravely
asserted of late, however, by those
representing the railroad company,
and they insist that in the decisions
of our courts there is foundation for
the assertion that the constitution
does not give the commission power
to fix absolute rates.

“In my opinion this power is con-
ferred upon the commission, and in
this | am upheld by the. attorney-
general of the st?te and by the able
attorneys who_represent the various
traffic associations.

“The people are indeed fortunate
now in haviner a railroad commission
of ability, integrity and courage. 1
suggest to you and | recommend that
you give to the commission the
amplest power that can be conferred
upon it. The president of the rail-
road commission, Mr John M. Eshel-
man, in coniunction with Attorney-
general Webb. Senator Stetson and
others, in all of whom we have the
highest confidence, has been at work
preparing a bill which shall meet
the requirements of the case, and |
commend to your particular attention
this instrument.

Money for Commission

“I would suggest that an appropria-
tion of at least $75,000 be made for
the use of the commission that it
may, by careful hearing and the tak-
ing of evidence, determine the physi-
cal valuation of the transportation
companies in the state of California,
and that the commission may have
the power and the means to deter-
mine this physical value justlv and
fairly, and thereafter ascertain the
value of improvements, betterments
and the like, and upon the values thus
determined may fix the railroad rates
of the state of California.

“It is asserted that some ambiguity
exists in that portion of the language
of section 22 of article XII of the
constitution which fixes the penalty,
when any railroad company shall fail
or refuse to conform to rates estab-
lished by the commission or shall
charge rates in excess thereof, and
it is claimed that the use of the last
phrase ‘or shall charge rates in ex-
cess thereof excludes the power to
punish discrimination by the railroad
companies.

“The rational construction of the
language used can lead to no such
conclusion; but if you believe there
is any ambiguity in the constitution-
al provision as it now exists, or any
doubt of the power conferred by it
upon the railroad commission, |
would suggest that this matter be
remedied by a constitutional amend-
ment.

Delay to Be Urged

“In no event, however, should ac-
tion be deferred in reference to need-
ed legislation and that herein sug-
gested. It is not unlikely that the
ingenuity of those who represent the
raillroad companies will pretend,
and find some advocates in this, that
all legislative action should await
the amendment of the constitution. |
trust that you will not permit this
specious plan to prevail, but that you
will at once accord the power to the
commission that is designed by the
bill referred to.

“l beg of you not to permit the
bogie man of the railroad companies’
‘unconstitutionality’ to deter you
from enacting the legislation sug-
gested, if you believe that legislation
to be necessary, and | trust that
none of us will be terrified by the
threat of resort to the courts that
follows the instant a railroad extor-
tion is resented or attempted to be
remedied. Let us do. our full duty,
now that at last we have a railroad
commission that will do its full duty,
and let us give this commission all the
power and aid and resources it re-
quires: and if thereafter legitimate
work done within the law and the
constitution shall be nullified, let the
consequent.>s rQst with the nullifying
power.

Direct Primary Law

“California took a long step to-
ward popular government when the
direct primary law was enacted. The
first experiment under the direct pri-
mary law has been made, and, despite
the predictions of the cynical and
the critical, the law has been a suc-
cess and has come to stay. It may,
however, be improved in many
respects, and so recent has been the
discussions of the minor imperfec-
tions of the act that they are
familiar to us all and | think the
desire is general to remedy those de-
fects.

“When the law shall have been
amended and its imperfections cor-
rected, and when it shall have been
made less difficult for one to become
a candidate for public office (and

Continued on Page 5
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CAPT. FREDERICKS STILL
IN TROUBLE.

When will Capt. Fredericks'
troubles end? While facing dis-
barment proceedings, he is up
against an ugly recount of the
votes upon which rests his shaky
title to the high office he now
holds. Since his statement that
he never had any idea of appoint-
ing a negro deputy in his office,
the bulk of his colored supporters
are not caring a rap how the count
goes. The thing we would like to
know is, what was the motive be-
hind the half dozen self styled
leaders? who were chasing around
foaming at the mouth, stirring up
race prejudice, abusing their
neighbors, peddling scandal and
libeling every voter who refused
to be a party to that kind of cam-
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paigning.

In re-electing Capt. Fredericks
some of their followers seem to
think that they have been hood-
winked, but the self-styled lead-
ers? seem perfectly satisfied.

Doesn't it seem strange that
these self-styled leaders? would
make such a campaign without
some consideration,

T -h
UNITED STATES
SENATOR WORKS

The election of Judge John D.
Works as United States senator
was a signal triumph of the peo-
ple. Seeing the handiwriting on
the wall Senator Flint announced
that he would not be a candidate
to succeed himself, giving as his
reason, that it would cost $50,-
000 to make the canvass. Judge
Works made the' the canvass and
was elected at a cost of less than
$1000, showing the differences be-
tween the old and new method.
This little incident shows the em-
inence saving that will accrue to
the people by governing them-
selves.

Senator Works will be a worthy
addition to the Insurgents led by
the matchless LaFollette.

10,000 COLORED PEOPLE
EMPLOYED 1

Mr. J. W. Coleman, the big col-
ored employment agent, has se-
cured employment for 10,000 col-
ored person- in the past four
years. In 1910 he secured places
for 3000 persons. His success is
due to his business methods and
the value he places upon adver-
tising. Every person wanting re-
liable help and every person in
need of employment tells their
troubles to J. W. Coleman. He
advertises.

THE LA GRIPPE
Put the entire Liberator staff
out of commission. Our readers
will pardon all short comings and
delays. Hereafter The Liberator
will be around on time and as en-
tertaining as ever.

PETTIFOGGING, TWO COL-
ORED LAWYERS GET
IN BAD.

Mr. John Johnson, a well-
known bootblack of Santa Mon-
ica, died at the home of Rev. Kel-
sey, Dec. 3, 1910.

Having known Johnson for
twelve years we visited him while
he was in the hospital to render
him whatever assistance he might
need.

We found Rev. Kelsey at the
sick man’s bedside, administering
as best he could to his wants.
Rather than have Rev. Kelsey
leave him, Johnson requested to
be taken to Rev. Kelsey’'s home,
where he died as above stated.

On the afternoon of the third
we called to see Johnson, only to
find that he had died a short time
before our arrival. Rev. Kelsey
informed us tht he had Johnson’s
papers and asked our advice and,
at our suggestion, Attorney Wick-
liffe  was retained. He went
down to Santa Monica, looked
over Johnson’s papers, made a list
of his property in duplicate, leav-
ing a copy with Rev. Kelsey and
filing the other with the Probate
Court, with a petition for
letters of administration. Rev.
Kelsey having claims against the
estate, nominated us for admini-
strator, which met the approval of
the other claimants. The list
showed that Johnson owned at the
time of his death one house and
lot, wvalued at about $500;
$300 in cash and personal prop-
erty. One Nickles, who was pres-
ent at the examination of John-
son’s papers, took a notion that
he was made especially to admini-
ster estates. Thinking it over his
head got so hot he went out
somewhere and picked up two
heavy-weight attornies, Coleman
& Stout, the couple weighing
something like 600 pounds. By
the way Rev. Attorney Stout is
presiding elder of. the C. M. E,
church, “a preacher on Sunday
and a lawyer on Monday.”

On January 3, the date set for



hearing the petition, Coleman &
Stout came into court, steaming
and puffing like moguls climbing
a mountain, and asked for time to
file a contest, which was granted.

Nickles called his lawyers into
consultation and informed them
that they must find some one to
nominate him for administrator.
After delaying the case and wast-
ing the time of the court for a
month in a fruitless effort to find
some one in this state that was
obliging enough to nominate
from some person in Kentucky
cr Texa™ nominating him. Thus
armed, they filed their petition,
giving a house and lot worth
$500 as the amount of Johnson’s
estate by some oversight, under
sight or no sight, the $30.0 in cash
and personal property of John-
son's was overlooked.

Why the $300 was left out is a
mystery from the fact that Nickles
was present when Attorney
Wickliffe listed the property, and
knew all of the particulars. If
Nickles had not been monumental-
ly ignorant, he would have told
his lawyers that they were violat-
ing professional ethics, that theii
actions looked like pettifogging
and that no non-resident could
nominate an administrator in this
state. With this knowledge in
their possession, Attorney Cole-
man and Attorney Presiding EI-
der Stout would not have gone
into court to be fired out uncere-
moniously by the Judge. This
case of near pettifogging is sin-
cerely regretted as the standing of
the colored attcrnies here has been
high. When an attorney’s busi-
ness gets so short that he has to
hustle for the business of a fellow
attorney, clients must be coming
into that attorney's office mighty
slow.

WALTER C. EDMONDS
WINS SECOND PRIZE
About a month ago Mr. Carl
Schaffer, a public-spirited real es-
tate man of Santa Monica, of-
fered $25 in prizes to the students
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of the Santa Monica High school
who would write the best essays
on “Why Santa Monica Should
Have a Polytechnic High
School?” There were thirty-nine
contestants. The first prize of
$10 was awarded to Miss McAI-
lister, the second pitze of five dol-
lars was awarded to Walter Ed-
monds, the only colored contest-
ant.

Second Letter in Prize Contest.
Mr. Santa Monica Voter:

Dear Sir: | wish to call to
your attention an issue which
should be uppermost in the minds
of the people of Santa Monica,
and vicinity. That is—the ne-
cessity of building a polytechnic
high school in this city.

It being known that the great
majority of high school students
never reach a higher institution
of learning, in past years there has
been an unceasing demand for
something more practical in the
high school educational courses.
Something was demanded that
would not only train and develop
the mind of the student but would
give him a better preparation for
his life work. As a result of that
recent agitation the wishes of the
people were realized by the intro-
duction of the modern polytech-
nic high school—an institution
now within your grasp; one that
presents to the student courses in
domestic science, machine work,
agriculture and engineering, as
well as commercial, literary and
college preparatory courses.

Santa Monica, the commercial
center of the thriving bay district,
has reached a state of growth and
development greater than it has
ever known. The underlying rea-
sons for the same are its climate,
its situation and its present school
facilities. The continuance of her
growth and development depend
largely upon having adequate
school facilities. Yet the present
overcrowded conditions in certain
grammar schools and the inade-
quate high school facilities prove
that we must have a new high

school soon.

Wi ill you, on the twenty-fourth
day of January, 1911, go to the
polls and vote “yes” for the poly-
technic high school bonds? In so
doing you will aid in the upbuild-
ing of your city and greatly en-
hance your property value. You
will place within the reach of your
children an institution whose
product will be our future citizens,
unsurpassed by others from simi-
lar institutions in their line of in-
dustry, but well prepared to wage
life’s battle and if called upon, ca-
pable of operating the machinery
of our municipal governments.

Yours sincerely,
A STUDENT.

Continued from Page 3

this should be one of the designs of
amendment | think), the important
question of dealing with the candi-
dacy for United States senator re-
mains.

“Of course, the constitution of the
United States requires that United
States senators shall be elected by

. state legislatures. Notwithstanding
the popular demand expressed now
for a quarter of a century that United
States senators should be elected by
direct vote of the people, we have
been unable to amend the federal con-
stitution: but the people in more than
half the states are striving to effect
the same result by indirection.

People Desire to Elect

“The result that our people, in
common with those of most of the
states are seeking is to have the peo-
ple themselves elect United States
senators. | do not think it is extrava-
gant to say that nine elector's out of
ten in California desire the elector-
ate directly to choose United States
senators, and if they possessed the
power, they would remove the selec-
tion wholly from the legislature.

“The present primary law in its
partisan features does not attain the
desired result. And the present law,
In its provision relating to United
States senators is at variance with
the wishes of an overwhelming ma-
jority of our people.

“Some of those who desire direct
election may wish a mselection made by
parties—while others would elimin-
ate all partisan features in such an
election; yet all wish selection by the
whole state by plurality; and the
present provisions of the primary law
meet with the approval of none who
really wish the election of United
States senator by direct vote.

“l suggest to you, therefore, that
the present I>w be amended so that
there be a state-wide advisory vote
upon United States senator: and the
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logical result of a desire to elect
United States senators by direct vote
of the people is that that election
shall be of any person who may be a
candidate, no matter what party he
may be affiliated with.

Favors Oregon Plan

“For that reason, | favor the Ore-
gon plan, as it is termed, whereby
the candidate for this office, as for
any other office,' may be voted for,
and by which the candidate receiving
the highest number of votes may be
ultimately selected. If in your wisdom
you believe we suould not go to the
full extent expressed in my views,
then, in any event, the primary law
should make the vote for the United
States senator state-wide, and the
vote of the whole state, irrespective
of districts, controlling.

“The most advanced thought in our
nation has reached the conclusion that
we can best avoid blind voting and
best obtain the discrimination of the
electorate by a short ballot. A very
well known editor in our state, diiring
a recent lecture at Stanford univer-
sity, challenged the faculty of that
great institution to produce a single
man who had cast any intelligent vote
for the office of state treasurer, and
none was produced.

“Fortunately, our state treasurer is
the highest type of citizen and of-
ficial. The “reason the challenge
could not be met was that, in the
hurry of our existence and in the en-
grossing importance of the contests
for one or two offices, we cannot
or do not inform ourselves sufficient-
ly regarding the candidates for minor
offices.

“Again, we elect some officials
whose duties are merely clerical or
ministerial and whose qualifications
naturally cannot be weir understood.
Of course, it is undesirable and in-
deed detrimental, that we should elect
officials of whom we know nothing
and concerning whom the electorate
cannot learn and cannot discriminate.

Unfit Candidates Elected

“It is equally undesirable that
those occupying rperely clerical po-
sitions should be voted for by the
entire electorate of the state. The
result of a long ballot is that often
candidates for minor offices are elect-
ed who are unfit or unsatisfactory
This conclusion, | think, has been
reached by students and the far-
seeing in every state in the Union.
If we can remedy this condition, it
is our duty to do so, and it is plain
that, the remedy is by limiting the
elective list of offices to those that
are naturally conspicuous.

“One familiar with the subject re-
cently said: ‘The little offices must
either go off the ballot and be ap-
pointed. no matter how awkwardly,
or they must be increased in rea'
public importance by added powers
until they rise into such eminence as
to be visible to all the people. . . .
That candidates should be con-
spicuous is vital. The people must
be able to see what they are doing;
they must know the candidate, other-
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wise they are not in control of the
situation, but are only going through
the motions of controlling.’

“The supreme court of the state has
asked that the clerk of the supreme
court, now elective, shall be made ap-
pointive. It is eminently just that
this should be so. It is quite absurd
that the people of an entire state
should be called upon to vote foi a
clerk of the supreme court. The of-
fice of state printer is merely admin-
istrative.

Selection of Experts

“Presumably an expert printer is
sei cted to fill this position, and in
the selection of an expert no reason
at all exists for the entire electorate
selecting that particular expert. The
surveyor-general likewise performs
merely ministerial duties, presumably
is only an expert, and his selection
should be by appointment rather than
selection. The superintendent of pub-
lic instruction, an expert educator, is
in the same category.

“The government of the United
States is conducted with all of its de-
partments with only two elective of-
ficers, the presid nt and vice-presi-
dent. The president has surrounding
him a cabinet, the members of which
perform all of the duties that are
ministerial in character.

“The treasurer of the state of Cali-
fornia performs duties akin to those
of the secretary of the treasury of the
United Stat s He does nothing in-
itiative in character, and his office
could better be filled by appointment
than election. The secretary of state
is in reality m.rely the head clerk of
the state, and as a clerk of the su-
preme court may be better selected by
the supreme court its If, so the sec-
retary of state, as the chief clerk of
the state, may be better selected by
the head of the state.

Legal Department of State

“The attorney-general could, in like
fashion, be appointed, and if ap-
pointed, his office could be made the
g-neral office of all legal departments
of the state. Every attorneyship of
the state that now exists, of comm’s-
sions and boards and officials,, could
be put under his control and a general
scheme of state legal departin'nt
could thus be successfully evolved—
a department, economical, efficient,
and permanent, and tven nonparti-
san in its character if desired.

“Were these various officials ap-
pointed by the governor, the chief of-
ficer of the stat- could surround him-
self with a cabinet like the cabinet
of the chief executive of the nation,
and a more compact, perhaps more
¢ ntralized and possibly a more ef-
ficient government established. |
would leave the comptroller an elec-
tive officer, because, theor tically at
least, the comptroller is a check upon
the other officials of the state, and
thus should he independent-

“Were these suggestions carried
out the state ballot would consist oi

governor, lieutenant-governor, comp-
troller, members of the judiciary and

members of the legislature. Of course,
any change we might make as herein
suggested could not operate upon of-
ficials now in office or during any of
our terms.

“l recognize that the reform here
suggested is radical and advanced,
but I commend it to your careful con-
sideration.

Other Ballot Reforms

“All of the parties in the state oi
California are committed to the pol-
icy of restoring the Australian ballot
to its original form, and therefore 1
merely call to your attention That
restoration as one of the duties that
d volves upon us because of party
pledges.

“The return of the Australian bal-
lot to the form which first we adopted
in this state, provides an easy mode-
for the redemption of the promis s
that have been made in respect to
nonpartisan judiciary.

“With the party circle eliminated,
and with the names of th? candidates
for office printed immediately under
the designation of the office when
upon the ballot, the title of the judi-
clary is r:ached, the names of all the
candidates may be printed without
any party designation following those
names; and in this fashion all of the
candidates for judicial position will
be presented’ to the people wi.h noth-
ing to indicate th roliti'al parties
with which they have been affiliated.

Government of Counties

“One of the most vexatious sub-
jects with which legislatures have to
deal is respecting classification, sal-
aries, etc., of the wvarious counties.
The astonishing amount of time oc-
cupied by our legislature in county
government bills can only be under-
stood by those who have been fa-
miliar with legislative work. | quote
from a report by Controller Nye up-
on the subject:

“‘The first legislature, after the
adoption of the constitution, com-
menced by making 10 classes of
counties, which number soon in-
creased to more than 40, and at the
present time there are 58 classes, ex-
actly equalling the number of
counties.

“‘If there were no other evidence of
the folly of trying to legislate on
coun(tf/ salaries by general laws, this
would be conclusive. Eut the change
of these general laws to meet the
supposed needs of different counties
Las been incessant. In the leg’s-
lative session of 1005 there were 45
amendments to the salary schedules
of as many counties: in 1207 there
were 57 such amendments, one for
every county then existing, and in
1909 there were 50.

Amendment Is Urced

““‘So great are the evils of this
form of legislation that we deem the
only permanent remedy for them to
be the submission and adoption of an
amendment which will permit each
county, proceeding along the same
general lines as those prescribed for
cities, to draft its own county gov-
ernment act, subject to ratification
by the legislature.

“‘The amendment should enumer-



ate the subjects which may be em-
braced in these county government
acts, of county charters, so framed,
and they should include the number
and compensation of officers, the
granting or withholding of fees, the
determination whether the county
board of supervisors shall be elected
by districts or at large, also the de-
termination whether other county of-
ficers shall be elected or appointed,
and such other similar matters of
local concern as will not interfere
with the operation of the general
plan of state government.

“l quite agree with the views ex-
pressed- by our controller, and adopt
his recommendation. It is but just
and proper that counties should rule
themselves just as cities do. and if
this be accomplished, we will have
succeeded in taking from the legis-
lature perhaps a most vexatious sub-
ject and one with which, of neces-
sity, it cannot deal oftentimes with
intelligence, and we will have saved
to the legislature and the state the
immense amount of time that !s now
expended by the legislature upon the
subject. Of course, care must be ex-
ercised in any change, that prac-
tical uniformity is preserved.

Civil Service and Merit System

“In the first subject with which |
have dealt | defined clearly my atti-
tude in regard to public service. Too
often it has occurred that appoint-
ments to the public service have been
made solely because of political affil-
iations or as a reward for political
service.

"It is a design of the present ad-
ministration to put in force the rrwrit
system, and it is our hdpe to con-
tinue that system by virtue of a civil
service enactment. The commission
recently appointed by the republican
state central committee presented an
act covering the subject which |
commend to you.

“In the abstract, all agree upon the
policy of conservation. It is only
when we deal with conservation in the
concrete that the enforcement of the
doctrine enunciated originally by
Gifford Pinchot and Theodore Roose-
velt that we find opposition.

Water Power Misappropriated

“Conservations means development,
but development and preservation,
and it would seem that no argument
should be required on the question
of preserving, so far as we may, for
all of the people, those things which
naturally belong to all. The great
natural wealth of water in this state
has been permitted, under our exist-
ing laws and lack of system, to oe
misappropriated and to be held to
the great disadvantage of its eco-
nomical development.

“The present laws in this .espect
should be amended. If it can be dem-
onstrated that claims are wrongfully
01 illegally held, those claims should
revert to the state. A rational ard
equitable code and method of pro-
cedure for water conservation and
development should be adopted.

"Humanity requires that we should
pri.vide a reformatory for first of-
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fenders. AIll of us are agreed upon
this matter, and your wisdom will de-
termien the best mode of its consum-
mation.

“Upon the righteousness of an em-
ployers liability law, no more apt ex-
pression can be found than that of
ex-President Roosevelt on last Laboi-

day. He said:
“Tn what is called “employers' lia-
bility” legislation other industrial

countries have accepted the principle
that the industry must bear the mon-
etary burden of its human sacrifices,
and that the employe who is injured
shall have a fixed and definite sum.
The United States still proceeds on
an outworn and curiously improper
principle, in accordance with which it
has too often been held by the courts
that the frightful burden of the ac-
cident shall be borne in its entirety
by the very person least able to bear
it. Fortunately, in a number of
states—in Wisconsin and in New-
York for instance—these defects in
our industrial life are either being-
remedied or else are being made a
subject of intelligent study, with a
view to their remedy.’
X!l Parties Favor Law

“In this state all parties stand
committed to a just and adequate
law whereby the risk of the employ-
ment shall be placed, not upon the
employe alone, but upon the employ-
ment itself. Some new legal ques-
tions will be required to be solved in
this connection, and the fellow serv-
ant rule now in vogue in this state
will probably be abrogated and the
doctrine of contributory negligence
abridged.

“It is hoped those in our state who
have given most study to this subject
will soon present to you a compre-
hensive bill, and when this shali have
been done the matter will again be
made a subject of communication by
me.
“l have purposely refrained from
indulging in panegyrics upon the
beauty, grandeur, wealth and pros-
perity of our state, or from solemnly
declaring that we will foster in-
dustries, and aid in all that is ma-
terial. It goes without saying that
whatever political or other differences
may exist among our people, all are
proud of California, its unbounded
resources, its unsurpassed scenic
grandeur, its climatic conditions that
compel the wondering admiration of
the world; and all will devotedly lend
their aid to the proper developments
of the state, to the protection and
preservation of that which our citi-
zens have acquired and that which
industrially is in our midst.

“Ours, of course, is a glorious des-
tiny, to the promotion and consum-
mation of which we look forward with
pride and affection, and to which we
pledge our highest endeavors. Hand
in hand with that prosperity and
material development that we foster,
and that will be ours practically in
any event, goes political develop-

t.
“The hope of accomplishment for

progress and purity politically is with
us In this new era. This hope and
wish for accomplishment for the
supremacy of the right and its main-
tenance, 1 believe to be with every
member of the legislature. It is in
no partisan spirit that | have ad-
dressed you; it is in no partisan spirit
that | appeal to you for aid.
“Democrats and republicans alike
are citizens, and equal patriotism is
in each, and your aid, your comfort,
your highest resolve and endeavor |
bespeak, not as republicans or demo-
crats, but as representatives of all
the people of all classes and political
affiliations, as patriots indeed, for the
advancement and progress and right-
eousness and uplift of California.”

How the Negro Would Stamp
Out Crime.

If the negro had his way he
would give all of the good white
folks a chance to stay good by
turning the state of Texas into a
huge penitentiary and round up
all of the white slavers, white vote
sellers and vote buyers, affinities,
wife deserters, light-fingered bank
tellers, forgers, counterfeiters, ab-
sconding treasurers, and that
mighty complex army of white
evil doers that is giving this coun-
try the black eye, and send them
to Texas for life.

Fn the mean time he would
make the state of Mississippi a na-
tional cemetery and put six feet
under her soil all sodomites, all
newspaper men who encourage
lawlessness and lower public mor-
als, all lynchers, all race haters,
all killers of human beings, all
“perfect lifers” and all jury fixers,
With the ditches ciose together
that state would perhaps be ample
for the present. With Louisiana
as a reformatory for the proper
training of the unfortunate chil-
dren of the above-named army of
felons, whose children are prenatal
criminals, and Texas walled in
with a concrete wall of reasonable
height guarded by an army of ne-
gro soldiers of the caliber of the
Twenty-fifth Infantry, the retro-
gressive movement on the part of
the Americans would be checked
and the good white folks could
serve God in peace, instead of
wearing thiemselves out watching
their gold and s ns and daughters.



to keep off highway men, sodom-
ites and white slavers. With the
above arrangements complete and
the negro on guard, kleptomania-
ism, shop lifting, pocket picking,
bank wrecking, train robbing, and
the almost innumerable list of
crimes known to every American
boy would be forgotten.

It will be noted that nothing
has been said about the handful of
negro rascals here and there who
are trying to imitate the bad white
folks. You see, it -is just this:
When this class of negroes saw
that mighty gang of white crim-
inals chained together, moving to-
ward Texas, followed by a hun-
dred carloads of vote sellers from
Ohio too old to walk, and beheld
that long black caravan moving
toward Mississippi, they would
stop their meanness.

When all of the Texans died off
and the Louisianas reached the
third or fourth generations, and
Mississippi became a dense for-
est, Texas would be given to the
descendants of the negro soldiers,
Louisiana to the superannuated
school teachers, and Mississippi
turned into a national hog ranch.
This is no dream. The good white
folks certainly need help, but they
haven't the moral courage to ask
it of the negroes.

Expert Piano Tuning
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* K *

We Sell and Rent Pianos at Lowest Prices

118 Winston Street

Los Angeles Van

Truck and

Storage Co.

PACKNG ~ SHIPPING ~ STORING
F 4673 Msin 173

814 LINDEN ST.
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MR. J. W. COLEMAN

The man who has done, and is
doing more real good for his race
than any one man in the state of
California. His good judgment
and careful selection has enabled
him to successfully place over
eight thousand five hundred (col-
ored) men and women in good
positions throughout the state
and elsewhere. He has, by sup-
plying the best class of help,
raised the standard of wages for
his people, until now he com-
mands the patronage and influ-
ence of those who know the value
of good service. Consequently,
those who want colored help,
naturally will place their orders
with him. So you will save time,
worry, expense and disappoint-
ment by calling at his office. Re-
member he solicits the patronage
of reliable help only.

J. W. COLEMAN.

Phones, Homes A2879 ; Broadway
2106. 211 East 2d St.

Practices in all Court State and Federal Notary Public

G. W. WICKLIFFE
ATTORNEY AT LAW
Room 210 Thorpe Bldg.

S. E. Cor. Broadway and Franklin St.
Phone Main 2051 Los Angeles, Cal.

Home A 1642 Main 1278

C. Il. LEWIS

Prescription Druggist

Cor. Third and Main Streets.
Also First and Broadway
and Seventh and. Central Avenue
Los Angeles

Phone Bdwy. 4353

H. H. Rubbish Company

E. G. HIL®, Manager
Work Done Promptly at Reasonable Prices
2421 E. Tenth Street

WANTED—A first-class solici-
tor. Big pay.,Address The Liber-
ator, 205 East 7th street.

Home F-5330

Elsewhere in these columns we
publish Governor Johnson’s inau-
gural address. It is clear and
strong, characteristic of the man.
His strong manly utterances show
that the people have chosen wise-
ly and that their desire to get rid
of the machine will be gratified as
far as it is in the governor's power.

Office hours—llo to 12 a. m. Phone Main 2463

to4p. m.
7to8p. m.

GEO. D. TAYLOR, M. D.

317| outh Miin

Rooms 2 and 3
Residence
2407 San Pedro St.

Phone South 211 Los Angeles, Cal.

Main 7698 Home F-4599

A. J. Roberts
Son and Company

Undertakers and Enbalmers

FUNERAL PARLORS

Lady Attendant

12th and Los Angeles St.

B. K. Edmunds |
T. Kajiura ‘( Managers

Edmunds-Kajiira Produce Co.
Growerso%nadlﬁ(t}li'?cf)se‘r)sf V ege LetUICG

P, 0. Box 435 Sawtelle, Cal.

SEEDS SEEDS

The best for_ .
Southern California

at
Aggler & Musser Seed Company
113-115 N. Main St. Los Angeles

Phones, Oakland 4926: Home A 5533

0.HudsouRcalty&EmploymentAgeny

855 Broadway, Oakland

San Francisco Res. Phone

West 8515 Room 25



