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Subject: Intelligence Activities of D" Department, Sth Sectilon
‘ Naval General Staff,

Person Interrosated and Background:

Cevtain SANEMATSU, Y. ehief of the RAD Departmént, Sth
Section of Navsel General Staff, which hendled econornic
and other kinds of intelligence concerning United States.

1825 -~ Gradueted from Navel Acadenmy

1003-34 -~ Routine Naval duties |

1934-36 — Neverl Wer €College

1038-37 - Aid to Naval Minister

1¢237-39 —~ Attached to Naval General Steff

103040 -~ In Unitad Stztes where he studiocd &t Pranc-isn
achcol of politics and history.

1941-42 — Interned in United States

Aug, 1942 - aAug. 194F - Heed of "D Depertment, Sth Section

Nevel Gener~l Steff,

“here Irterviewed: Meiji Building, Room 554
Interrcz~tor: Major R. S. SPILMAN, d B B,
Interprater: Lt, O0TIS CARY, USHR.

Allied Officers Present: None

SUMMARY ¢

1. The "A" Devartment of the 5th Section of Wavy General
Headquarters was resvonsible for intelligence concerning the U.S.
covering:

a. Overall economic capabilities

b. Morale of the U.S. public

c. Effectiveness of political lesdership

d. Production and capabiiities of U.S. equipment excep? air,
e. Propeganda

f. Japanese bombing of U.S. industry

2. Principal sources of information weres

a. Military attaches in foreign countries
b. Interception of U.S. broadcests
c. U.S. publications
d. German estimates of U.S. economic
Secondsry sources were U.S. prisoners and captured equipment
3. Navy intellizence on U.S. is considered more thorough taan
Army intelligence since the nev; hrd been oreparing for war with UeBs
for yeers while the Army had been pre-occunied with RUSSIA,
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Q.1. Describe the duties of the A" Depertment of th> “th Section
and. distinguish between duties of "C¥ and tp" Depertments.

A e MDF Depsriment followed Americen Alr both Army and Vavy ond
the order of battle, strength copabitities of 7.S. Air.

The "C" Department followed production of aquipment other than
Air, 1its cepabilities and order of battle of zround end novael forces..

Me UBM Sazction was vecent.

The MAW Section followed the overall cconomlc conmebilities of tie
7.S., tne morale of the people, the ~ffoctiveness of politicel loed—
srehin, hed charge of nropsgenda, and generally the ability of the
U.S. to waze war. It furnished much of the background for the estl-

metes made by the nen ang "O" Dopartments.

0.8, Giws the orgenization and strongth of the "DU Dopartment,

[ S B o
(" avaL SHIPS | S. POLICY, | US. GROUND | MATPOWER, |
| 2 RESERVE POLITICS, | PORCS BQUIP-| | MILITARY
| OpFICERS | | MORALE ATD VENT AND PRO-| | TRAINING |
| PRODUCTION. DUCTION. 5 | | 5 RESIRVI)

| 4 RWSERVE RESFAVE OFF- | |  OFFICIRY

; s | OFFICIRS ICERS | | ;
e retn v s e - erepp—— P TORA Sk SR e ¢ 0 5 B . Y s s> e e ..--n-!

How ware the reserve offilcers ~f wour secction chosent

A. Porsonnel sagignad them. wa rgkcd for mon WHhO could sncalk
Bnglish and had =2 brekxground of wnowledge of .S, Pargonnel howover,
hed nther offices who wantod mon with the samc br ckeground anc most of
the men wo got wore not too well quelified.

Q. 4, Whet wers FOoul best sourcas of sinformation prior to the WerT
A. Militerv Attechos geve us noarly all. 1 wos not in the Depari-
mont thon &nd have not served as militery attache 8O I know little

ol i

~pbout it.

Q.5. Yhat were Foul best sources of information during the Wer?

A. Your redlo brosdcosts., Thase Were amalyzed b 1S ~nd efter
some experienca We could distinguish between fact, propagende and
attempts o miglead us. Other Dovertments 1istencd to the broad-
casts, transcribed them 2nd sont them to m¥ saction which annlyzed
then,

Newgpapers Pnd.publications'were very holoful. e got few
of them physically, but they wer?t onrlyzed by our mei in neutrel

~untriese end the gist of them s=nt 0¥ rrdio to us.

Gorman estimetes of 7.5, aconomic ceoebilitiecs. At first I
thouzht the Gernans vndercstimetod your crpehbilities, put just ve-
fore the Formendy invasion I thonsht they hed bogun to overastimaitc
wour DOWET. This was very significent £o 1m0,

Q.6. When did von bhegin to think we could make moTe then 75,000
plenss per veer!

4. Thet is hord to say. We hed to figurs on such things as raw
moterisls, new factoricrs, manpower, corl production and the numb T
of shifts 7ou worked, and 1t wag sometime bafore we cenme to the con-
clusion thet Fou conrld build vast numbers of vlaones and. shivs.
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Q.7. Did yeu hsve any means of communication with South Americe
other thea by radio?

A, HNo, not even before ARGENTINA broks off relations. Bafore thet
we got some information by redio, but 1t wes not wery good sincoe the
pegple who were sending it were experts on ARGEFTINA, not U.S.

| I N.2. Did vour Department keep maos and charts of U.S5.7

4. Ve were responsible for this and tried to keep up but hed littl
SUCCess.

2.9. Did you question prisoners of war who had worked 1n war nlantg
pefore coming into the Army about the work in the vlant, ete. T

A In » few instances we did tut got very 1ittle information.

0,10, %What informeiion &8 to production d4id you cet from study i

cantured equipment?

A. Ve got some informatien from this source, but it wes obtaired by
the "C" and "D" Departments and I don!t know much sbout the methods

used.

2.11. Did your section keep deteiled files on Havel OFficera;

4 We tried to but had little success,.

.12, Considering the scurces ~f informetion aveileble to vou, did
vou consider your orgsnization adequrte?

A To. It wes extremely inadequate, It wag not so much £ matier
of muber of men — I often had more then T eould train Droperiy =
put it took a yeer to teach 2 men enough for him to be pf mueh help.

n.1%3. Did the Navel Wer College give any coursas 1in the Rind of
scononic intelligence you were Working with?

', W
J‘L. ..l.:"lo @

G.14. Did vour department make ~n entimate of how much damage our

- .

)
vonbr rdment could ao to your own inidustry?

A, DNo,
Q.15. Did you meke rry estlimrte of whet vou could do to our industr?
4. Yes. By the time I got there the only method of bombing ¥our

industrr was with submarine berne airplenes. 1 &new thet if we could
wrock a1l industry on your West Const 1t would be worth while, but 1
rnaw we could not do it and repeetedly edviscd cogoinst gmell reicds
since I thought we could do little demeze and o small stteck might
meke the civiliens work harder. I rocomranded that sny alr pPoOveT

we poss:ssad be used agninst ndvanced bases.

3.15. Wnat pre-war informetlon concorning U.S. industry wes in the
£iles when vou took over the "AT Departnent?

i, & substential emount, but not enough. We hed such things &8
vour government publicetions concerning industry, trede journals, 550,

2.17. Did submarine besed eirerzft raconrnaieasnce glwo Fou 8Ny
<
v
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N.18. Which did you comsider the botter, Army or Novy intelligence
concerning U.S,?

A. Navy wrs better. When, during poeace, the Navy wes preparing for
wer the only reel possibility was wer with the U.S. so we concen-—
trated on that. The srmy wes proparing for RUSSIA, As a result the
Wovy was better informed on U.S. Also I think the Navy attaches were
vetter qualified then those sent by the Arnmy.

Q.19. When vou took over the depertment did you think the Wer would
last long?

A, I 4did, and I still think it would heve lasted longer if we had
hendled the war properly. Both military and civilien agencies fell
down,
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