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FREMANTLE—PORT TOPICS.
ESCAPE OF FENIAN PRISONERS.

It will probably be interesting to many of
your readers to peruse an acconnt of the
escape of these men which was effected in a
rather ingenious manner. It is remarkable
that some of them had nearly comnpleted
their sentences and would in a short perivd
have had their liberty. In prison they con-
ducted themselves so ex ingly well that
all of them won the good opinions of the
authorities, and accordingly, it appears, oc-
cupied the position of constables, one of
whom was in the accountant of stores’ office
where he had discharged his duties so well
and acted with so much approved propriety
that he was treated most liberally by the
prison authorities ; and it is said was allowed
to go in and out of the prison without the
usual pass. Taking advantage of this indu-
lgence on Monday last, while most of the
people of the Port of the city were devoting
their attention to the Regatta, he left the
prison with a key swinging on his finger and
proceeded down to the South Jetty where a
party of convicis were quarrying and dressing
| stone for dock purpuses ; he there accosted a

/

warder in charge of the men, informing him
that the superintendent desired him to ask
for two consiables (fenians) to accompany
“him to Government House, to assist 1n the
removal of some furniture. The warder
demurred at tirst, but being assured by the
conatable with the key on his tinger, that the
men wonld only be away a short time, the
warder, nothing doubting, allowed the two
constables of hus party to proceed in accord-
ance with what he considered a verbal re-
quest from “ Heal Quarters” to perform a
bona fide service. 1t is reported that the
Superiztendent told the chief warder that as
the accountant of stores oflice would be
closed the prisoner Cranstan was not to be
let out that day (Monday). In consequence
of this order the man with the key on his
finger (whose name is Cranstan) was searcheil
for, but was not to be found ; it then became
known that not only he but a numher of
Fenian prisoners were iissing. Bearch was
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Fenian prisoners were missing. Bearch was
at once begun, but without success; in a
short time, however, a faint gleam of light
dawned upon the authorities, as they remein-
bered a whaler had recently put inte Lun-
bury and might probably, in some way, be
' connected with the escape prisoners, but an
applieation at the telegraph otlice discovered
the fact that communication by wire had
been stopped. While they were cugitating
upon the next best move to make, a nan
named Bell came galloping from Rocking-

' ham, and informed the police that he had

| seen an American whale boat, manned and
armed with rifles, take on board fromn the

. beach nine men, some in prison clothes,

and pull off from the shore. The police boat

- was then manned with flve of her crew and

- two land police, all armed. Coxawain Mills
was put in charge and the boat proceeded
alomg the coast ; this happened about midday.

| Towards the evening the mail steamer was
chartered by His Excellency, a party of pen-

| sioners, with Major Finnerty, under the

; charge of Mr. John Stone, Superintendent of
the Water Police, proceeded on board to
follow the vessel and if possible recover the
prisoners.

( On Tueaday about 4 p.m., the “‘Georgette”
returned and reported having spoken with
the whaler lying about nine miles off shore.

' It is stated that Majur Finerty enquired for

' the master of the American craft, when the
mate, after some prevarication, replied that
the vessel was waiting the return of her boat,
in which the skipper had gone to Fremantle.
The Mujor is then said to have asked ‘¢ Can
I come on hoard” ; to this the Yankee mate
answered ‘I guess you wont, I have orders
from the skipper not to allow any one on
board.” The boat's crew under coxswain Mills
then watched the whaler whilethe ** Georgette”
steamed back to Fremantle. There is no
doubt a great mistake was made here. The
whale boat was not in sight ; there is no doubt
she had run in under the sand hills out of
view of the ** Georgette”, and therefare the
steamer should not have left the spot. The
police boat could have been sent to Freman-
tle to request a party of men to besental

 the beach,and by this'means the prisonersan

-. w
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* the beach, and by this'means the prisonersand
| the Yankee skipper could have been caught.
The *‘ Geurgette™ arrived in Fremantle about
4 p.m., on Tuesday very, much it is said to
the annoyance of the Governor.

About 8 p.m., the police boat returned
and reported that the whale boat with the
prisoners came in sight soon afier the
‘““ Georgette” got well away. There were
about 18 men altogether armed with rifles.
Mills pulled towards them, and as he did =0
the barque *‘ Catalpa” (American Whaler)
rounded, and camne between the two boats ;
before the police boat could get round the
veasel, the prisoners and Captain had
scrambled up her side and got om board.
Mills, who was in an open boat, was given to
understand he had better leave, if he wished
to preserve his life ; he saw his helplesa posi-
tion, and wisely considered discretion the
better part of valour, and accordingly made
tracks for Fremantla, where he arnved as
above stated. At 7 p.m. His Excellency
gave fresh orders, and the mail steamer.
“ Georgette” took in extra coal and an arm-,
strung gun. This done, Hl{lﬂl' Fi_nnp;topf'
again proceeded on board with a \
pensioners, under Mr. Jno. Btone, mi'
11 p.m., started a second time in chase of |
the ‘“ Catalpa”, and overhauling her to the
Bouthward compelled her to ‘‘ heave to”

! ber in the prison constable’s dress with '
t‘it?thipeﬂﬂ the arm. The ‘‘Georgette”
.pinmtmad'ithoutthepmnen,md it
hWMM.tdoﬂmt intend
send out Again. i
tm':ﬂ-. » ﬂmm :lh.
for s period at oney's Hotel, |
who was known there as Collins, provided
oclothing for the Fenian prisoners, and hired
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oclothing for the Fenian prisoners, and hired

traps and horsea to convey them away,

Angther man named Jones, though never

ing to Collins, and lodged st a

arent hotel, is also connected with the
affair, but all have got away together.

The traps and horses were turned loose in
the bush and afterwards recovered. In one
of the traps a revolver and 100 rounds of

X were found.

The Home Government have themselves
to blame for escapes of this description, and
as there ia now no doubt as to the necessity
for s man-of-war cruiser being always on |
our coast, it may possibly be deemed prudent
to station one here to prevent a repetition of
this unparrelled piece of Yankee impudence.
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