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WikiChallenge Ecoles d’Afrique

Subtitle Montserrat Bold pt.24

• Encyclopedic article writing challenge 

• Targeting primary schools kids (9 to 13) in francophone Africa

• Texts published on Vikidia; photos on Wikimedia Commons

• During school time, as part of formal education process

• Theme: local focus favored (local POI, custom, public buildings…)

• Run in partnership and with the support of Orange Foundation



FACT  #1
Content about Africa is limited

Only 0,318% of our WikiData biographies are about african women

Coverage of biographies on WikiData per gender and per culture. Source : http://wigi.wmflabs.org/gender-by-culture.html. Licence: cc by sa 4.0
Florence Devouard - cc by sa - Wikimania 2019
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Source : https://www.oii.ox.ac.uk/blog/the-geography-of-wikipedia-edits/



FACT  #2

3.9 billion people are not online,
many of them because they can't pay 

for it, others because of lack of 
infrastructure: NO ACCESS.



Source: ITU. UN Broadband Commission. Annual ‘State of Broadband’ report

Only 20% of Africa is online



Wiki Fundi

Tech-wise:
* based on MediaWiki
* needs a raspberry PI3
* a 20-120 GB card
* power supply cables and electricity...http://www.wikifundi.org or http://meta.wikimedia.org/wikifundi

Allows for training on, and contribution to, Wikipedia for 
those organisations and individuals that face connectivity 
issues (unreliable access to internet, high data cost, slow 
bandwidth)

WikiFundi is not meant to be a 100% offline solution. It is a 
way to bridge offline and online. 

An offline editable environment that 
provides a similar experience to editing 
Wikipedia online

Anthere

Florence Devouard - cc by sa - Wikimania 2019

http://www.wikifundi.org
http://meta.wikimedia.org/wikifundi


Check it out



The child shall have the right to freedom 
of expression; this right shall include 
freedom to seek, receive and impart 
information and ideas of all kinds, 
regardless of frontiers, either orally, in 
writing or in print, in the form of art, or 
through any other media of the child's 
choice.

Article 13 of the United Nations Convention on the 
Rights of the Child

FACT  #3

70% of Africa 
is below the 

age of 30

http://crin.org/node/34653/
http://crin.org/node/34653/


We need to:
- Engage in ICT literacy campaigns and 

digital skills courses to boost user 
capacities, awareness and interest

- Promote effective ICT skills through 
training and education at all levels (formal 
and informal) with focus on girls and 
women. 

- Develop the technical and editorial skills to 
add content on local subjects(and in local 
languages) onto Internet.

“Education is the most 
powerful weapon which 
you can use to change the 
world”

-- Nelson Mandela



Main figures 
1st edition at the top
2nd edition at the bottom

Pays = Country

Texts soumis par les élèves = text submitted by 
the students

Photos soumises = Picture submitted

Etablissements scolaires = Schools

Etablissements récompensés = Winning schools



Use of (offline) digital tools

Local facilitators from 
Orange to train and support

Implementation embraced 
at the school level



Field trips and local 
activities are common

Facilitators have been 
trained ahead (mostly 
by wikipedians…)

Winning schools are 
celebrated with 
certificate, trip to Paris 
and financial support



Check it out



WikiChallenge Bénin !

• Encyclopedic article writing challenge in 2020 

• Targeting schools kids (9 to 17) from 4 schools, in Bénin

• Texts published on Vikidia; photos on Wikimedia Commons

• During school time, as part of formal education process

• Theme: local focus favored (local POI, custom, public buildings…)

• Run in partnership with Wikimedia Benin



We build the next generation of wikipedians,


