Monthly Report, June 2025

Programs

Spring 2025 in numbers:

e 368 courses were live on the

Dashboard. Performance at a glance: With 5.65

e 6,630 students were enrolled million words added, we exceeded our
in a Wikipedia assignment. goal of 5 million.

e Students added 5.65 million

words and 54,600 references
to Wikipedia. They
contributed to 6,530 articles and created 538 new entries.

Summer 2025 in numbers:

e 19 courses were live on the Dashboard.

e 198 students were enrolled in a Wikipedia assignment.

e Students added 12,600 words and 106 references to Wikipedia. They contributed to
65 existing entries.

June is a month of transition. It's when our spring term officially ends, and the summer term
begins. While the Student Program team doesn't formally recruit for the summer term, many
faculty find it to be a rewarding summer project. The Wikipedia assignment in these classes is
often intensive because of their shorter duration, but nonetheless meaningful for students.

As our classes from the spring term were winding down, the Student Program team was ramping
up for Fall 2025 in June. We finished up a variety of updates to our tools and resources and
officially opened up course page submissions for the fall. Wikipedia Experts Brianda Felix and
lan Ramjohn concluded their review of our spring courses, a critical process for the Student
Program team.

As part of our ongoing efforts to better understand and ultimately improve the experience of our
program participants, Senior Program Manager Helaine Blumenthal ran and set up several
faculty focus groups in June. Through these interviews with participating faculty, we hope to gain
more insight into how we can best support our faculty and students as they attempt to navigate
Wikipedia. The advent of generative Al tools like ChatGPT have dramatically changed higher
education teaching and learning, and the Student Program team is keen on helping our program
participants use these new tools wisely. We'll continue to conduct similar focus groups
throughout the summer.


https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/campaigns/spring_2025/programs
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/campaigns/summer_2025/programs

Scholars & Scientists Program

Courses in progress:

e WITH-7: We have wrapped our work in this WITH course. These nine participants
edited 19 articles, added 73 references, and over 200K readers have seen their work.
Take a look at Diagnostic overshadowing in autism and Neurodiversity and labor
rights.

e WITH-8: In our other WITH course, participants worked on seven articles. The article
about Disability march highlights how courses like this can fill gaps for articles that
should have existed for years but haven't.

e 250 by 2026-1: We have wrapped up work on our first three 250 by 2026 courses.
Here are some impressive statistics from this course: 54 articles edited, more than
357 total edits, 1.23 million pageviews, and 20 uploads to Commons! Elizabeth
Ulman Rowe deserves a look.

e 250 by 2026-2: This course was also very active as evidenced by 114 articles edited
over 857 edits with 272 references, garnering 1.52 million views. Russell L. Cooteis a
great example of the kinds of edits these experts are making.

e 250 by 2026-3: The third section was also very productive: 201 articles edited over
916 edits with 253 references added, getting a whopping 2.13 million pageviews.
Some great articles to look at include Thew Shovel, and Seneca Chief (boat). We're
eager for more courses like these to happen!

Communications

Blog posts:

Explosives, depression, and heart disease (June 5, 2025)
En“abling” Change: Tackling disability on Wikipedia (June 9, 2025)
Shared purpose, shared challenges: Insights from the EduWiki conference in Bogota
(June 11, 2025)
Breaking generational ceilings: 8 questions with a student editor (June 17, 2025)
Hitting the High Notes: Balancing Opera and Outreach at Wiki Education (June 23,
2025)

e “A breath of fresh air”: Computer science student reflects on Wikipedia assignment
(June 26, 2025)

e From sensationalism to scholarship: Student transforms Wikipedia article on LGBTQ
advocacy nonprofit in Tunisia (June 30, 2025)

External Press:

e En"abling" Change: Tackling Disability on Wikipedia. Colleen McCoy. Access
Information News (June 23, 2025)

June was a big month for storytelling at Wiki Education! Our blog featured a diverse range of
topics and notably included contributions from three staff members in addition to ongoing
authorship by Communications and Outreach Coordinator Colleen McCoy. Colleen also
published a new testimonial video short featuring Student Program instructor La’Tonya
Rease-Miles of Santa Clara University, “3 reasons why | keep coming back to the Wikipedia
assignment.”

To support the recruitment and retention of Student Program instructors, Colleen continued to
craft recruitment emails throughout the month for 7 segmented instructor groups on behalf of
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Helaine Blumenthal, Senior Program Manager, and Andrés Vera, Student Program Engagement
Manager. In early June, Colleen supported Amin Azzam for the Teaching with Wikipedia webinar
presented to instructors in healthcare professions.

In addition to recruitment activities, Colleen also drafted a new student training module focused
on Generative Al, and organized the Speaker Series webinar held on June 10, “Gaps & Growth:
Enhancing Latino/x/é and Latin American content on Wikipedia” / “Brechas y crecimiento:
Mejorando el contenido latino/x/é y latinoamericano en Wikipedia.” The Zoom webinar featured
live English->Spanish interpretation and was moderated by Andrés.

Advancement

Kathleen Crowley, Director of Donor Relations, joined Lauren Batten, Senior Institutional Giving
Officer, on a couple of Zoom calls that she details below with the Getty Foundation and Ewing
Marion Kauffman Foundation. Kathleen drafted and submitted a concept note to the Simons
Foundation requesting sponsorship of a potential "Communicating Science on Wikipedia"
conference in 2026. Kathleen continued to conduct outreach to set up meetings with foundation
prospects. Kathleen met with the founder of Whiz Girls Academy, a nonprofit, that hosts a
podcast featuring conversations with prominent women in STEM. We are both members of the
STEM Opportunity Alliance and agreed that there could be a collaboration opportunity in the
future to apply for joint funding. Kathleen worked on the mid-year grant report that is due to
Broadcom Foundation in July for their funding of improved biographies of people from diverse
backgrounds in STEM on Wikipedia. We received an invitation to submit a letter of inquiry (LOI)
to the Nielsen Foundation for their 2025 Data for Good grant program. She has worked on the
draft of the LOI requesting funding for an expansion of our equity portal developed from Nielsen
Foundation's prior grant to us, and for the addition of new and diverse data and content to
Wikidata and Wikipedia. Kathleen generated a list of individual donor names that will now receive
email invitations to learn more about Wiki Education, our programs, and impact through the
Speaker Series each month. Kathleen and Lauren are working on a document that lists trending
themes and topics that pop up commonly in our prospect research and conversations with
prospects.

Lauren completed follow-up to previously contacted foundations and reached out to 35 more
prospective foundations. This outreach included emails to foundations providing annual open
calls for proposals and to foundations with an interest in investments related to themes such as
technology, an open Internet, digital media, democracy, journalism, civic engagement, etc.
Outreach resulted in calls with the Getty Foundation, the Ewing Marion Kauffman Foundation,
and the National Endowment for the Humanities. In the Getty Foundation meeting, Lauren
discussed potential Wikidata projects, and the Foundation shared that funding could be
considered in spring 2026. Lauren's conversation with the Kauffman Foundation clarified that
new calls for proposals will be available in July 2025. Through the National Endowment for the
Humanities, Lauren learned about new digitization and Division of Preservation and Access
funding opportunities for 2025, though federal funding will not be pursued by Wiki Education at
this time. Lauren submitted an LOI to the Lynde and Harry Bradley Foundation for general
operating support to build a more informed public, but it was declined. Lauren continued to
explore in-person event opportunities and shared an invitation for PJ Tabit, Board Chair, to attend
a philanthropy partners reception in Washington D.C. on behalf of Wiki Education on July 17,
2025.


https://youtu.be/PsSeBjje9VY?feature=shared/
https://youtu.be/PsSeBjje9VY?feature=shared/
https://youtu.be/uKeVVxT4HGo?feature=shared/
https://youtu.be/uKeVVxT4HGo?feature=shared/

Technology

Outreachy intern Abishek Das kicked off his work improving the performance of slow routes on
the Wiki Education Dashboard. His first focus area was our very slow pages for survey results,
which could take 20 seconds or more to load; thanks to Abishek's optimizations, those pages
now load in under one second. In late June, Abishek moved on to analyzing logs for the slowest
database queries and optimizing those bottlenecks.

Contractor Gabina Luz and Chief Technology Officer Sage Ross worked extensively on
improving the throughput of the Dashboard when it comes to analyzing Wikidata edits. We
reduced the memory requirements of the update process, fixing a problem that emerged with the
large-scale Wikidata editing contest "Coordinate Me 2025".

Sage Ross conducted a preliminary analysis of the rise of Al tool usage among student editors,
running newly created articles from recent terms through the Al detector Pangram. The strong
signal of increasing levels of suspected Al-generated text in recent terms suggests that our data
represents a potentially rich natural experiment, and Sage is working with Wiki Education board
member Bob Cummings to assemble a research team to explore Al usage in more depth.

Finance & Administration

The total expenditure for the month of June was $203K, +$7K over the budget of $196K.
Fundraising was over +$4K, overspending +$6K in payroll and underspending ($2K) in indirect
expenditures. General & Administrative were over +$6K due to overspending +$10K in payroll
and +$8K on indirect expenditures while underspending ($7K) in State filings paid in May, ($4K)
in professional services and ($1K) in travel. Programs were under ($3K) due to overspending
+$13K on payroll and +$2K in software while underspending ($7K) in outside services, ($6K) on
indirect expenditures, ($4K) in travel and ($1K) in communications.
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The Year-to-date expenditures were $2,453K, +$78K over the budget of $2,375K. Fundraising
was under ($30K) by underspending ($32K) on professional services and ($90K) on travel while
overspending +$6K in marketing and +$5K in payroll. General & Administrative were over +$51K
due to overspending +$23K in meetings and other direct administrative expenses, +$20K on
office equipment, +$13K indirect expenditures +$11K in payroll, and +$2K in occupancy
expenditures underspending ($9K) in travel and ($9K) in professional services. Programs were
over +$57K comprised of overspending +$135K in payroll and +$2K in computer equipment,
while underspending ($48K) on professional services, ($14K) in communications and software,
($10K) in indirect expenses and ($8K) in travel.
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