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The power of Wikipedia

In AALs Project we utilize the free online encyclopaedia Wikipedia to address language 

related problems:

▪ to learners/students

▪ to South African indigenous language speakers 

▪ to indicate English status in South Africa 

  



The power of Wikipedia cont… 

In AALs Project we utilize the free online encyclopaedia Wikipedia to:

▪ Grow African languages in electronic sphere

▪ To support multilingual science, technology and language education

▪ To develop monolingual and parallel corpora

  



Parallel translation 

▪ Content translation tool

▪ Advantages

▪ A source of transformation

 



 Parallel translation and education

English and categories of SA education system

▪ Rural schools

▪ Semi-urban schools

▪ Urban schools

Presentation focuses more on rural areas

 

 

 



English and education in rural areas 

▪ High rate of failures

▪ Drop-outs

▪ Wrong subjects/course selections   

▪ No career guidance

 

 



Wikipedia as a learning enhancement tool

We use Wikipedia to:

▪ maximize the child’s bilingual ability

▪ To disseminate information 

▪ supplement   learning

▪ Complement 

▪  

 



Special:ContentTranslation
(tool is in beta so you must 
enable beta features in 
your personal settings)

Technical 
help for 
marginal 
Wikipedias: 
Machine- 
-assisted 
Translation



Bantuweb: MSc 
project by Jackson 
Moji (UCT CompSci) 

Tools (contd) 
Gamified 
Translation
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Interface for access 
to wiki features, 
data, and meta-data 
over HTTP 

Tools (contd) 
Mediawiki 
API
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Offline/locally 
hosted access to 
Wikipedia and other 
resources

Tools (contd) 
Kiwix
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Regular updates on 
status of African 
esp. Southern 
African Wikipedias

Tools (contd) 
Greenman’s 
Blog
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Offline Mediawiki 
editing environmentTools (contd) 

WikiFundi
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Thank you, Enkosi, 
Dankie, Shukran,   

Asante Sana!


