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VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

GENERAL CIRCULAR,
ORDERED JULY 7, 1370

THE Board of Managers of Tir VeryoNT IIISTORICAL SOCIETY,
anxious to extend its influence and promote its success, beg leave to
request all those who are interested in its design, to co-operate with them
in collecting, preserving and diffusing information relating to the natural
and civil history of Vermont in particular, and of American history
generally.

The Act of Incorporation of the Society, with the amendments thereto,
together with the Constitution and By-Laws, will indicate fully the scope
of the Society, and its means of present and prospective usefulness.

It may be proper to say that many rare and most valuable documents
and papers belonging to the Society, were destroyed by the fire which
burned the State House, in January, 1857. Unluckily, these materials
were deposited in an upper room in the capitol, and were not so acces-
sible as the State Library. This unfortunate circumstance is alluded to
as a justification for urging all interested to commence with energy the
work of collecting without delay for future preservation whatever may
tend to elucidate the past civil and natural history of the State.

It should be a source of gratification to every Vermonter, that the
General Assembly, at the October Session, 1859, passed an act by which
a convenient and spacious room in the State House was appropriated to
this Society, for the preservation of its Library and Cabinet, and for the
business purposes of the Society, inasmuch as such a grant renders nearly
impossible the future loss by fire of valuable materials which may be
collected under its auspices.

Within the State of Vermont, we have no collection of public docu-
ments and natural productions, by which the civil, literary, ecclesiastical
and natural history of the State of Vermont can be fully illustrated. 1t
is the design of this Society, and the purpose of the Board of Managers,
to supply this desideratum at an early day. Much can be secured now
that could not be secured a quarter or a half century hence.

We are compelled to rely wholly upon voluntary contributions to the
Society’s Cabinet and Library. The State has furnished a suitable room
for their preservation and exhibition, and we earnestly and confidently
appeal to our fellow citizens of Vermont, and literary friends elsewhere,
for their generous donations. Experience has fully proved that this
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could not be done by individual effort. Nothing but a concert of action and
a cultivation of ataste for historical rescarch can accomplish the object.

That all may see the nature of the collection we desire to make, pre-
serve and cxhibit, we beg leave to say that we cspecially desire the
following :

1. Journals of the General Assembly ; records of the procecdings of
Constitutional and other Conventions and Committces of Safety ; carly
and recent session laws, and official reports on all subjects which have
been published by authority, and especially all journals and carly reports
made by the Councils of Censors.

2. Reports in regard to crime and health ; statistics of births, deaths,
marriages, the deaf, dumb and blind ; accounts of special cpidemics ;
copies of medical journals and reports ; catalogues of Medical and other
Colleges from their start.

3. Iistories of towns and counties ; for wwhom named, together with
maps, surveys, charters, and whatever relates to the civil history, topog-
raphy and geography of the State of Vermont, and especially the events
in Indian or carly histery for which any part of the State is remarkable.

4. Meteorological obscrvations; reports of geologieal, mineralogical,
Dotanical and topographical surveys, anl everything for publication re-
lating to the natural history of Vermont.

5. The earliest notices of Indian tribes within our boundaries 5 their
manners and customs, religion and language ; their battles and skir-
mishes ; the Indian name of rivers, hills, islands, bays and other places,
with the traditions attached to the same, together with their monuments
and relics, such as arms, implements, works of art, dress, ornament, &e.

6. Sketches of the lives of all eminent and remarkable persons who
have lived in Vermont, or were connceted with its history ; original
journals, letters, documents and papers illustrating the same, or of our
ancestors generally. We especially desire to have contributions of nar-
ratives and statements of old men and carly settiers still living, but who
must soon pass away, giving any facts within their knowledge shedding
light on our carly annals, and including biographical notices and ance-
dotes of men who were prominent actors in the early history of the State.

7. All works relating to the history of Vermont, its Colleges, Gram-
mar Schools, Academies and Sceminaries ; minutes and proceedings of
Scientific and Literary Associations, orations, sermons, addresses, tracty,
essays, pamphlets, and poems written or delivered on any public cecasion,
or commemorative of any remarkable event; magazines, almanacs, reg-
isters, reviews, and newspapers from their first intreduction into the State.

8. Tables of exports and imports, prices current, reports of maps and
railroads, reperts of canals, banks, and insurance oflices, and Boards of
Trade ; notices of the rise and progress of commerce, navigation, agri-
culture and manufactures of cvery kind.
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9. . Militia returns and regulations ; the number, location, and organi-
zation of volunteer corps ; the name of field, staff and general officers ;
descriptions of all fortifications that have been or are now in existence
in the State ; notices of battles and battle ficlds, and of invasions and
depredations since the first discovery of Vermont hy Champlain, and of
all battles in which Vermonters were engaged.

10. Pamphlets, manuscripts, diaries, narratives, and other writings,
illustrative of our carly history, of the scttlement of the New Hampshire
Grants and the controversy in regard thereto ; of the period before the
war of 1812, of the war itself, and of the subsequent period, including
cspecially the late Rebellion.

11. TIistorics and facts bearing upon the historv of all the religious
denominations, churches and socicties in the State, including reports and
Jjournals of conventions, synods, conferences, Bible and Colonization so-
cicties, associations, and other bodies, and notices of leading bishops,
priests, ministers and members.

12. Essays, statements, and papers upon any subject or period in our
history, including, also, scientific observations and discoveries.

13. Tiles, and bound volumes of old newspapers, and copies of cvery
periodical, pamphlet, book, engraving and map, published in the State.
We especially desire copies of everything hereafter published in the

tate, and we propose to preserve complete copies and files of every pub-
lication, so far as they are furnished by the publishers, editors or authors.

14. Books, pamphicts, magazincs, papers, and maps, illustrative of
Vermont and American history, and especially all works on American,
Canadian, and Indian history, and books of travel and adventure.

15. Statues, portraits, pictures, engravings, lithographs, autographs,
coins, arms, relics, and curiositics of cvery kind connected with the his-
tory of this State, or its distinguished men, and such as illustrate the
progress of the fine arts in Vermont.

16, Every variety of contribution illustrative of the natural history of
Vermont, its mineral wealth, its climate and productions, hoth vegetable
and animal.

To the accomplishiment of this purpose, the Board of Managers pledge
their untiring effort ; and they beg leave to eall public attention to the
importance of rendering to the Vermont Historical Society a prompt and
earnest support. The Society is not local. Its ficld of operation is the
whole State. The cordial and active sympathy of every Vermonter in-
terested in its objects, we hope, will be cnlisted.” A large accession to
its membership is desirable and necessary to its permanent success ; and
the efforts of all are carnestly requested to aid in adding to our list of
members.  The initiation fee of two dollars, and the annual payment of
one dollar into the treasury of the Society, is important as material aid
in defraying the pecuniary expenses indispensable to the active opera-
tions of the Society ; but of far less importance than to engage a large
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number of persons in every County in the State in zealous efforts to ad-
vance the objects of the Society. The nature of the collections to be
made, and the information to be gathered and preserved, is so varied in
its character, that every one can render aid to the Society, if so disposed.

Donors and contributors may rely upon having their contributions and
donations duly acknowledged, carefully catalogued, arranged and pre-
served.

To meet an obvious want, the Society has made provision for occasional
special meetings, to enable persons in different sections of the State to
attend upon the special meetings of the Society, and to facilitate the
economical reception of such donations as may be made to its Library
and Cabinet. At all meetings such donations and contributions will be
announced, papers of interest will be read, and other measures taken to
make the results of the Society’s operations known, and to increase pub-
lic interest therein.

A committee has already been appointed to prepare for publication a
volume of the collections of the Society. We hope to be able to print
this volume at no distant day, and to publish annual reports, in which
shall be embodied papers of interest, and a full account of the Society’s
condition, collections and operations.!

It is impossible, of course, that personal solicitations for membership
should be made. Those who desire to hecome members are requested to
send their names to the Treasurer, with the initiation fee of two dollars.
We hope that this will be done, that the Board of Managers may have the
advantage of their means, and the aid of their sympathy, in the renewal
of their labors on behalf of the Society.

Contributions to the Library or Cabinet may be left with any of the
Officers of the Society, or be forwarded to the Librarian and Cabinet
Keeper, or Recording and Corresponding Secretaries. Duplicates will
be used in exchange with kindred associations.

The Board of Managers would repectfully add, that while in the fore-
going specifications they have held their own State in special regard, yet
they do not limit their collection to topics of local interest. They solicit
contributions of everything which can elucidate the history of North
America generally, as well as Vermont in particular. They sincerely
hope that this call upon the liberality of those who honor Vermont, and
desire to perpetuate the faithful records of her organization and existence,
will be responded to with an alacrity that will insure the speedy and
complete success of the VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

! Vol. II may be expected soon, if the funds of the Society warrant publication
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ACTS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY.

AN ACT TO INCORPORATE TIIE VERMONT IIISTORICAT,
AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY.

It is hereby enacted by the General Assembly of the State of Termont,
as follows :

Sec. 1. ITenry Stevens, of Barnet, in the County of Caledonia, and
Oramel H. Smith, Daniel P. Thompson and George B. Manser, of Mont-
pelier, in the County of Washington, and such other persons as have
associated and may hereafter associate themselves with them, for the pur-
pose of collecting and preserving materials for the civil and natural his-
tory of the State of Vermont, are hereby made a body corporate and
politic, by the name of The Vermont Historical and Antiquarian Society;
and by that name they, and their successors, may sue and be sued ; and
shall be capable in law to take and hold in fee simple, or otherwise, lands,
and tenements, and rents, and hereditaments, not exceeding in the wholc,
the yearly value of two thousand dollars, exclusive of the building or
buildings, which may be actually occupied for the purposes of the said
corporation ; and they shall also be capable in law, to take, receive and
hold, personal estate, to an amount, the yearly value of which shall not
exceed the sum of two thousand dollars, exclusive of the books, papers,
memorials and other articles composing the library and cabinet of the
said corporation ; and shall also have power to sell, demise, exchange;
or otherwise dispose of all, or part of their lands, tenements, hereditas
ments and other property, for the benefit of said corporation, and shall
also have a common scal, which they may alter at their pleasure, and
shall also have power to make by-laws, with suitable penaltics, not re-
pugnant to the laws of this State.

Sec. 2. The said corporation shall have power from time to time; as

“they may think fit, to clect a President and such other officers as they
shall judge necessary ; and at their first meeting, they may agree upon
the manner of calling future meetings, and proceed to execute all, or any
of the powers vested in them by this act.

SEC. 8. The library and cabinet of the said corporation shall be kept
in the town of Barnet, in the county of Caledoiiia.

SEC. 4, The said Henry Stevens is authorized to notify the first meet-
Ing of the said corporation by an advertisement thereof, under his hand,
for three werks before such meeting, in any newspaper printed in this
State.

Approved November &5, 1838,

o
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AN ACT IN ADDITION TO AN ACT TO INCORPORATE THE

VERMONT HISTORICAL AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY.

It is hereby enacted, &ec.,

SEc. 1. Section three of “ An Act to incorporate the Vermont His-
torical and Antiquarian Society,” requiring that the cabinet and library
of the said corporation shall be kept in the town of Barnet, in the county
of Caledonia, is hereby repealed.

Approved, November 25, 1858.

AN ACT ALTERING THE NAME OF THE VERMONT IIISTOR-
ICAL AND ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY.

It is hereby enacted, &e.

SEc. 1. The Vermont Historical and Antiquarian Saciety shall here-
after be known as, and called, “ The Vermont Historical Society,” and by
that name shall be entitled to the rights and privileges, and subject to
the duties granted and imposed by the act incorporating said society, ap-
proved Nov. 5, 1838.

SEc. 2. This act shall take effect from its passage.

Approved Nov. 16, 1859.

AN ACT PROVIDING A ROOM IN THE CAPITOL FOR THE
VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

It is hereby enacted, &<.

SEC. 1, The use of room number nine, used as the general committee
room, in the State House, is hereby granted to the Vermont Historical
Society, for the preservation of the library, and for the business purposes
of said Society ; said occupancy, at all times, to be under the direction
of the sergeant-at-arms, he being directed to prepare the same for the
occupancy aforesaid.

SEC. 2. The occupancy of said room, by the said Vermont Historical
Society, shall in no wise interfere with the use of said room by commit-
tees of the legislature.

SEC. 3. This act shall at all times be under the control of the legisla-
ture, to amend or repeal, at its diseretion.

Approved, November 21, 1839,
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AN ACT IN RELATION TO THE VERMONT IIISTORICAL
SOCIETY.

1t is hereby enucted, &c.

Sec. 1. Whenever the Vermont Historical Society shall he dissolved,
the books, collections, and all the property thercof shall become the ex-
clusive property of the State of Vermont ; and said socicty shall have
no right or power to scll or dispose of any part of its books or collec-
tions, except by way of exchange ; and all such sales or disposal shall be
void.

Sec. 2. The Scerctary of State, the Auditor of Accounts and the State
Librarian shall be ex officio members of the Historical Society aforesaid,
and of the board of curators thercof.

»

SEC. 3. The sum of two hundred and fifty dollars is hereby appropriated
to aid the said Historical Society in the preservation of its valuable col-
lectiens, and to put the same in suitable condition for examination and
use.

Skc. 4. The aforesaid sum of money shall he paid to the curators of
said society on the order of the Governor, and said curators shall settle
with the Auditor of Accounts for the expenditure of said sum of money.

SEc. 5. This act shall not take effect until the said society shall by a
vote thereof at a meeting regularly called and holden accept of and adopt
this act.

Approved, November 9, 1869.
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CONSTITUTION.

ArricLe 1. This association shall be called “ The Vermont Historical
Society,” and shall consist of Resident, Corresponding and Honorary
members.

ArTicLE II. The object of the Society shall be to discover, collect
and preserve, whatever may relate to the natural, civil, literary and eccle-
siastical history of the State of Vermont, and shall comprise three de-
partments : (1,) The Ilistorical, having for its object the preservation
of whatever relates to the topography, antiquities, civil, literary and ec-
clesiastical history of the State ; (2,) That of Natural History, for the
formation of a cabinet of natural productions, and more especially those
of VERMoONT, and for a library of standard works on the natural sci-
ences ; and (3,) the Horticultural, for promoting a taste for the culti-
vation of choice fruits and flowers, and also for collecting works on
horticulture and agriculture, in connection with the general library.

ArticLE 111, The officers of the Society, to be elected annually, and
by ballot, shall be a President, three Viee Presidents, a Recording Scc-
retary, two corresponding Sccretaries of foreign and domestic corres-
pondence, a Librarian and Cabinet Keeper, a Treasurer, and seven Cu-
rators from different Counties in the State.

ARTICLE IV. There shall be one annual and occasional meetings of
the Society. The annual meeting, for the clection of officers, shall be at
MONTPELIER on the 2nd Tuesday of October ; the special meetings shall
he at such time and place as the Board of Managers shall determine.

Arricre V. All members (Ionorary and Corresponding members
excepted, with whom it shall be optional,) shall pay, on admission, the
sum of two dollars, and an additional sum of one dollar annually.

ArticLe VI Members shall be clected upon the recommendation of
any member of the Society.

ArTIcLE VII. This Constitution may be altered or amended at the
annual mecting by a vote of two-thirds of the members present,—pro-
vided notice of the proposed change shall have been given at the next
preceding annual meeting.
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BY-LAWS.

CHAPTER L
OF MEMBERS.

1. Members only shall be entitled to vote, or be eligible to any office.

2. No persons residing in this State can be a corresponding member.
A member on removing from the State may become a corresponding
member on giving notice of his removal, and paying all arrears; and a
corresponding member cannot continue such after returning to the State
for a permanent residence, but may become a resident member.

3. No member, who shall be in arrear for two years, shall be entitled
to vote, or to be eligible to any office, and any failure to pay annual dues
for two consecutive years, after due notice from the Treasurer, shall be
considered a forfeiture of membership ; and no person thus expunged
from the roll of the Society can be eligible to rc-admission without the
payment of his arrears.

4. No person shall be clected a resident member until he shall have
previously signified his desire to become such in writing.

5. The yearly assessment is payable at the annual meeting in October.

CHAPTER 11
OF OFFICERS AND COMMITTEES.

1. The President, or in his absence, the highest officer present, shall
preside at all meetings of the Society, and regulate the order thereof,
and be ex-officio chairman of the Board of Managers, and, when re-
quired, give the casting vote.

2. One of the Vice Presidents, with two Curators, shall be a Commit-
tee to manage and superintend the Historical Department. Another
Vice President, with two Curators, shall be a Committee to manage and
superintend the department of Natural History. The other Vice Presi-
dent, with two Curators, shall be a Committee to manage and superin-
tend the department of Horticulture.

3. It shall be the duty of thesc Committees to make a written report
at the annual meeting in October upon the condition of their respective
departments,
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4. The Recording Secretary shall keep the minutes of all mectings
of the Society in a suitable book, and at the opening of each one shall
read those of the preceding one. He shall have the custody of the Con-
stitution, By-Laws, Records and all papers of the Society, and shall give
notice of the time and place of all meetings of the Society, and shall
nolify all officers and members of their election, and communicate all
special votes of the Society to parties interested therein. In the absence
of the Recording Secretary his duty shall be performed by one of the
Corresponding Secretaries.

5. The Corresponding Secretaries shall conduct all the correspon-
dence of the Society. They shall preserve on file the originals of all
communications addressed to the Society, and keep a fair copy of all
their letters in books furnished for that purpose. They shall read at each
meeting the correspondence, or such abstracts from it as the President
may direct, which has been sustained since the previous mecting.

6. The Treasurer shall collect, receive and disburse, all moneys due
and payable, and all donations and bequests of money or other property
to the Society. He shall pay, under proper vouchers, all the ordinary ex-
penses of the Society, and shall deposit all its funds in one of the Ver-
mont Banks, to the credit of the Society, subject to his checks as
Treasurer ; and at the annual meeting shall make a true report of all
moneys received and paid out by him, to be audited by the Committee on
Finance provided for hereafter.

7. It shall be the duty of the Librarian and Cabinet Keeper, to pre-
serve, arrange, and keep in good order, all specimens of natural history,
books, manuscripts, documents, pamphlets, and papers of every kind, be-
longing to the Society. He shall keep a catalogue of the same, and take
especial care that no book, manuscript, document, paper, or any property
of the Society, confided to his keeping, be removed from the room. He
shall also be furnished with a book, in which to record all donations and
bequests, of whatsoever kind, relating to his department, with the name
of the donor, and the time when bestowed.

8. The Curators, with the President, Vice Presidents, Corresponding
and Recording Secretaries, Librarian and Treasurer, shall constitute a
Board of Managers, whose duty it shall be to superintend the general con-
cerns of the Society. The President shall, from this Board, appoint the
following Standing Committees, viz:—On the Library and Cabinet, on
Printing and Publishing, and on Finance.

9. The Committee on the Library and Cabinet shall have the super-
visory care of all the printed publications, manuseripts, and curiosities.
They shall, with the Librarian, provide suitable shelves, cases and fix-
tures, in which to arrange and display them. The printed volumes and
manuscripts shall be regularly numbered and marked with the name of
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the “Vermont Historical Society.” They shall propose, at the regular
meetings, such books or manuscripts pertaining to the object of the So-
ciety, as they shall deem expedient, which, when approved, shall be by
them purchased, and disposed of as above directed. They shall be re-
quired to visit the Library at least once a year, officially—and shall pro-
vide a book or books, in which the Librarian and Cabinet Keeper shall
keep a record of their proceedings—and be entrusted, in general, with
the custody, care and increase, of whatever comes within the province of
their appointed duty.

10. The Committee on Printing and Publishing shall prepare for pub-
lication whatever documents or collections shall be ordered by the So-
ciety ; shall contract for, and supervise the printing of the same, and
shall furnish the Recording Secretary and Librarian and Cabinet
Keeper, with such blank notices, summonses, labels, &c., as may be
deemed requisite.

11. The Committee on Finance shall consist of at least one member
of each of the former Committees, and shall have the general oversight
and direction of the funds of the Society. They shall examine the books
of the Treasurer, vouch all accounts of moneys expended, and audit his
annual report.

CHHAPTER IIIL
OF TIIE CABINET, LIBRARY, &C.

1. All donations to the Cabinet, or Library, when practicable, shall
have the donor’s name, legibly written or printed, aflixed thercto.

2. No article, the property of the Society, shall be removed from the
Historical Room without the consent of the Librarian and Cabinet
Keeper, or one of the Curators.

3. All donations shall be promptly acknowledged by the Librarian
and Cabinet Keeper on behalf of the Society, and shall be specified by
that officer in his report to the Society to be made at the annual meeting.

4, The Library and Cabinet Keeper shall make a written report of
the condition of the Library and Cabinet at the annual meeting.

5. All reports of Committees must be in writing, and addressed to
the President, and shall be recorded by the Recording Secretary, un-
less otherwise ordered by a vote of the Society.

6. It shall be deemed the duty of all members, if convenient, to con-
tribute to the Tibrary and Cabinet such papers, pamphlets, hooks (rare
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or out of print), which possess historical interest, and such natural pro-
ducts as may illustrate the natural history of the State.

7. The Society shall appoint at the annual meeting one of the Resi-
dent, Corresponding or Honorary Members of the Society, to deliver
an historical discourse at the succeeding annual meeting, and invite
members of the Society to prepare papers relating to distinguished Ver-
monters, or the civil and natural history of Vermont, to be read at the
annual or special meetings of the Society, which papers shall be pre-
served, by the Recording Secretary, for the use of or publication in the
Transactions of the Society.

8. Notices of the death of such members of this Historical Society,
and eminent Vermonters; as may decease during the year preceding the
annual meeting of the Society, shall be prepared under the direction of
the Board of Managers and be read at the annual meeting, and be de-
posited in the archives of the Society for future use and reference.
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RULES OF ORDER
OF TITE MEETINGS OF THE

VERMONT HISTORICAL SOCIETY.

Every meeting shall be opened with prayer.

IT. At each meeting the Recording Secretary shall enter on the min-
utes the names of members who are present.

III. At each annual meeting the order of business shall be as follows :

L

=
2
e

4.

DA

=1

e

The election of officers for the year ensuing.

The reports of Standing Committees.

The report of the Treasurer.

The report of the Librarian and Cabinet Keeper.

Recommendation and election of Honorary, Corresponding and
Resident members.

Notices of the death of members and prominent Vermonters who
have dicd during the year.

Motions, Resolutions and Miscellancous husiness.

The reading, correcting and approving the Minutes.

The order of husiness of” special and adjourncd meetings shall be as
follows :

1

The reading, correcting and approving the Minules of the preced-
ing meeting.

Reports from Committees.

Unfinished business.

Motions, Resolutions and Miscellancous husiness,
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CONVENTIONS,.

1768-1777.

e S —

Prior to the year 1765 it was understood, in both England and
America, that the territory now comprising the State of Vermont
constituted a part of the province of New Hampshire. That such
was the case is fully shown by the acts and correspondence of the
officers of the crown, and by the English and American maps of
the period.?

In accordance with the above understanding, Benning Went-
worth, governor of New Hampshire, commenced granting lands,
in'the name of the crown, to the westward of the river Connecti-
cut, in 1749, and continued making such grants till 1764, when
over one hundred and thirty townships, each of about six miles
square, had been granted. The grantees were New England men,
who, by the beginning of the year 1765, had made settlements in
many of the townships, and had spread themselves over a consid-
erable extent of country. By a proclamation of Cadwallader
Colden, lieutenant governor of New York, bearing date April
10, 1765, the settlers were notified that the western bank of Con-
necticut river, by order of the king in council of the 20th of
July preceding, was to be the boundary between his two provinces
of New York and New Hampshire.?

Lieutenant Governor Colden immediately commenced making
grants of land in the newly acquired territory, and by the first of
November following his patents covered a large portion of the lands
occupied by the settlers on the west side of the Green Moun-
tains, the patentees being New York city speculators.?

! For the evidence of this, see Hiland Hall’s Early History of Vermont,
chap. 1 to v1 inclusive.

2H. Hall’s V1., chap. viII, p. 77-84.

3 H. Hall's Vt., chap. v, p. 77-80.
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In the fall of this yecar a convention of the settlers of
the towns of Pownal, Bennington, Shaftsbury, Arlington,
Sunderland, Manchester and Danby appointed Samucl Robinson,
Esq., of Bennington, and Jercmiah French, of Manchester, their
agents to repair to New York, to solicit from the newly appointed
Governor, Sir Henry Moore, his protection against the New
York patents; but their efforts were without success.?

1765.

In the autumn ¢the settlers called a convention of
representatives of the several towns on the west side of
the Green Mountains, who, on mature deliberation, agreed to send
an agent to the court of Great Britain, to state to the king and
council, the illegal and unjust proceedings of the governor of New
York, and to obtain redress of their grievances, and they ap-
pointed Samuel Robinson, Esq., as their agent.”?

On the appliocation of Mr. Robinson, and upon a report of the
board of trade concerning the territory to the westward of Con-
necticut river, which had been claimed by New Hampshire, an
order of the king in council was made on the 24th of July, 1767,
by which the governor of New York was required and com-
manded that he should not, ‘“upon pain of his majesty’s highest
displeasure, presume to make any grant whatsoever of any part
of the lands described in said report, until his majesty’s further
pleasure should be known concerning the same.”?

The foregoing order was obeyed during the administration of
governor Moore, but after his death, in the fall of 1769, it was
wholly disregarded, and grants of the prohibited land were freely
made by the succeeding governors until the revolutionary period.
The whole quantity of land granted, in direct violation of this
order, exceeded two million of acres.?

Numerous suits in ejectment were brought by the New York
patentees against the settlers, which were tried before the supreme
court at Albany in June, 1770. The court refused to allow the

1766.

L H. Halls V., p. 86. Doc. His. New York, Vol. 1v, p. 584, 1027.
* Ira Allen’s History of Vermont, p. 21.

3 Slade’s State Papers, p. 20. H. Hell's 171, chap. IX.

*H. Hall’s Vt., chap. X.
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New Hampshire charters to be read in evidence to the jury, and
rendered judgment for the plaintiffs in all the cases.?

On the return of the defendants from the Albany
trials, ¢ A convention of the people met and passed a
resolution to support their rights and property under the New
Hampshire Grants, against the usurpation and unjust claims of
the governor and council of New York, by force, as law and
justice were denied them.”*

1770.

COMMITTEES OF SAFETY.

In accordance with this determination, committees of safety, be-
fore the close of the ycar 1770, had been gencrally appointed by
the several towns west of the Green Mountains, whose business
it was to attend to their defense and security against the New
York claimants. These committees afterwards met, from time to
time as occasion scemed to demand, in gencral convention to con-
sult upon and adopt measures for their common protection. Few
records of these conventions have been preserved, and there
were doubtless some, perhaps many such conventions, of which not
even the times and places of their assembling can now be known.

At one of these conventions, in 1771, ¢ A resolution
was passed that no officer from New York be allowed to
carry out of the district of the New Hampshire Grants any person,
without permission of th¢ committee of safety, or of the military
commanders. Surveyors of land, under New York, were forbid to
run any lines within the Grants ; transgressors in this point werc
to be punished according to the judgment of a court formed among
the clders of the pecople or military commanders.””?

“The convention met again and passed a decrce forbidding all
persons taking grants, or confirmation of grants, under the gov-
ernor of New York.™

1771

' H. Hall’s V1., chap. X and XI.

2 1. Allew’s V., p. 25.

3T Allew’s Vt., p. 26,27, II. Hall’s V., 127,130, and Surveyor Cock-
burn's letter of Sept. 10, 1771, p. 130. Doc. His. of New York, Vol. 1v,
p- 712, 762.

1. Allew’s 1., p. 28,
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On a report that governor Tryon was on his way to

;17;121 Bennington with a body of regular t.roops to subd}lfa the

settlers, a convention of the committees and military

leaders was called, at which it was resolved to defend their pos-
sessions by force of arms.!

A convention at Bennington, on taking into consid

JiTT%  cration a letter from governor Tryon to reverend Mr.

Dewey, inviting the settlers to send persons to New

York, to state the grounds of their opposition to the government,

and encouraging them to hope for a redress of their grievances,
appointed Stephen Fay and Jonas Fay agents for that purpose.

A convention of the committees of several townships
assembled at Bennington to hear the report of their
agents to New York, when their doings were approved
with great rejoicing, as appears by the following account, published
in the Connecticut Courant, bearing date August 22, 1772 :

1772.
July 15.

After our agents received copies of the minutes of Council and
also a letter from his Excellency, purporting his approbation and
compliance therewith, they returned to Bennington with great joy,
warned a meeting of that town and the adjacent country, which
was held on the 15th of July ultimo, and before a large auditory
of people, the copy of the minutes of Council was read and also his
Excellency’s letter of compliance with the same, which diffused
universal joy through the country of the New Hampshire Grants ;
and the people were at a strife in doing the most exalted honor to
Governor Tryon. And having at Bennington a cannon, it was
discharged sundry times in honor of his Excellency and his
Majesty’s Honorable Council, and after the report of the cannon
each several times, the whole audience gave a huzza in acclama-
tion, good will, gratitude and vocal honor to Governor Tryon.
And Captain Warner’s company of Green Mountain Boys under
arms, fired three volleys of small arms in concert and aid of the
glory. His Majesty’s health, also a health to his Excellency and
his Majesty’s Honorable Council was drunk, with full flowing

V1. Allew’s V., p. 32. H. Hall's Vt.,p. 138. Doc. His. N, Y., Vol
1v, p. 778.
2 1. Allen’s V1., 37, 38.  Slade’s State Papers, p. 23.
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bowls, and confusion to Duane and Kempe and their associates,
hoping peace and plenty may abound.

A convention of the committees of the towns of Ben-
nington, Sunderland, Manchester, Dorset, Rupert, Wells,
Pawlet, Poultney, Castleton, Pittsford and Rutland, was
held at Manchester, to take into consideration a letter of censure
from governor Tryon, of the 11th of that month, by which con-
vention an answer to the letter was returned, justifying the con-
duct of the settlers of which Tryon’s letter complained.*

1772.
Aug. 27.

A convention was held at Manchester, at which it was

0(1:t7. 722i. resolved to send again to England, and represent the

grievances of the New Hampshire settlers and claimants

to the King ; and Jehiel Hawley, of Arlington, and James Break-
enridge, of Bennington, were appointed agents for that purpose.?

A general meeting of the committees of the several
Malf;‘f’l. townships on the west side of the Green Mountains

was held at the house of Eliakim Wellers, in Man-
chester, on Tuesday, the 1st day of March, 1774, and afterwards
by adjournment at the house of Captain Jehiel Hawley, in Arling-
ton, on the third Wednesday (16th) of the same month, to take
into consideration the hostile resolves of the New York As-
sembly, of the 5th of the preceding February, at which an ad-
dress to the public was prepared and adopted, giving a clear
statement of the grounds of their opposition to the New York gov-
ernment, and declaring their fixed determination to maintain their
possessions, and protect those among them who were proscribed
by the New York resolutions, at all hazards ; and to punish with
death whoever should attempt to capture them.?

t The letter of Tryon and the answer of the convention are found in
full in Slade’s State Papers, p. 28-53.

2 Doc. His. of N. Y., Vol. 1v, p. 800, 802. H. Hull’s V1., 104, 147.

3 1. Allew’s Vi., p. 49-51. For the address in full, see Slade’s State Pa-
pers, p. 37-42.
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A convention was also held at Manchester, on the

;Z?l“ 12th and 13th of April, 1774, soon after the publica-

tion of the New York act of outlawry, of the 9th of
the preceding month, at which further defensive measures against
New York were resolved upon ; but of which no regular account
has been preserved.’

Among their proceedings was a resolve forbidding any per-
son to act as an officer under a commission from the New
York government, as appears from a copy of a paper delivered
to Benjamin Hough, a New York justice of the peace, and
which is found in an affidavit made by him in New York city,
August 24, 1774.

The paper delivered him was as follows :

Gentlemen : The following is proposed, whether it be your
minds that any person or persons in the New Hampshire Grants,
under the present situation of affairs, that have or shall presume
to take commission or commissions of the peace, shall, by the
grantees in general, be deemed an enemy to their country and
common cause, until his majesty’s pleasure in the premises be
further known. Passed in the affirmative—all yeas, no nays ; at
a general meeting holden at Manchester, the 12th day of April,
A.D. 1774, and by adjournment to the 13th.

Per Jonas Fay, Clerk of the said meeting.?

On January 31, 1775, a convention was holden at

J;fgl Manchester, in which the following towns were repre-

sented, viz.:

Bennington, Shaftsbury, Arlington, Sunderland, Manchester,
Dorset, Rupert, Pawlet, Wells, Poultney, Castleton, Danby, Tin-
mouth, Clarendon, Rutland, Pittsford, Neshobe, Shoreham, Brid-
port, Addison, Panton, Ferrisburgh, Colckester, Wallingford and
Georgia—twenty-five in number.

The only information in regard to this convention, that has been
found, is derived from a petition of Peleg Sunderland to the Gen-
eral Assembly at Manchester, and the report of a committee
thereon made March 7,1787. From the petition and report, it
appears that the convention took into consideration the claims of

L I. Allew's V., p. 35, 49-51.
2 Doc. His. N. Y., Vol. 1v, p. 881.
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Seth Warner, Gideon Warren, Robert Cochran, Elnathan Hub-
bell, and the said Peleg Sunderland, for their services and expen-
ditures in the common cause against the New York claimants
and, on the report of a committee, found due to Sunderland sev-
enty pounds and one-half penny, which the convention assessed in
different sums upon seven of the towns, but which had not been
paid.!

A convention of committecs of the inhabitants on the

A;Z;—fl‘l_ cast side of the Green Mountains was held at West-

minster, on the 11th of April, 1775, at which the con-

duct of the New York government was condemned, and it was

resolved to petition the king to be either annexed to some other
government, or formed into a new one.?

REGIMENT OF GREEN MOUNTAIN BOYS.

The Continental Congress having by resolution, on the 23d of
June, 1775, recommended the employment in the army of ¢ those
called Green Mountain Boys under such officers as they should
choose,” and Gen. Schuyler being directed by the New York Con-
gress to procure from them a list of officers for a battalion of
troops, a convention of committees of the towns was called, whose
proceedings were as follows :

At a meeting of the committees of the several town-
ships on the New Hampshire Grants, west of the range
of the Green Mountains, convened at the house of Mr.
Cephas Kent, innholder, in the township of Dorset, July 26,
1775, voted as follows, viz.:

15t Chose Mr. Nathan Clark Chairman.

2% Chose John Fassett Clerk.

3%  The motion being made and seconded whether the conven-

1 See Petition and Assembly Jowrnal.
2See proceedings in Slade’s State Papers, p. 60. H. Hall’s V1., p.
184-196. R

&
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tion shall prosecute in choosing Field and other Officers, according
to the Provincial Congress and Gen. Schuyler’s directions, passed
in the affirmative.

Then proceeded as follows :

4™ Chose Mr. Seth Warner Lieutenant Colonel for the regi-
ment of Green Mountain Boys by a majority of forty-one to five.

5™ Chose Mr. Samuel Safford Major for said regiment by a
majority of twenty-eight to seventeen.

Then proceeded and chose seven Captains and fourteen Licuten-
ants, by a great majority, viz.:

Captains. First Lieutenants. Senond Lieutenants.
Weight Hopkins, John Fassett, John Noble,
Oliver Potter, Ebenezer Allen, James Claghorn,
John Grant, Barnabas Barnum, John Chipman,
William Fitch, David Galusha, Nathan Smith,
Gideon Brownson, Jellis Blakeley, Philo Hard,
Micah Vail, Ira Allen, Jesse Sawyer,
Heman Allen. Gideon Warren. Joshua Stanton.

NatHaN CLARK, Chairman.

A copy of the above was sent to Gen. Schuyler with a letter as
follows :

May 11 PLEASE Your HoNor :—In compliance with the orders
of Congress, as well as your recommendation, I enclose the pro-
ceedings of our committee meeting on the New Hampshire Grants,
upon duc notice to the towns in general—all which is humbly sub-
mitted to your wisdom, not doubting but the warrants will issue
agreeable to our wishes.

We are your most obedient,
In behalf of the committee,
NarHAN CLARK, Chatrman.?

tJournal of New York Congress, July 1, 4, and August 15, 1775,
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THE DORSET CONVENTION
OF JANUARY 16, 1776.
The following call of the Convention and Journal of
J;ZJ% its proceedings is from a manuseript copy in the posses-
sion of Hon. James H. PHELPS, of West Townshend,
made by him from an official copy certified hy Jonas Fay, clerk.
It is not known to have ever been in print :

WARRANT.

ARLINGTON, 10th Dec’r., 1775.

Whereas, there has been several warrants or notifications sent
up the country for a general meeting on the N. Hampshire Grants
to be held at Mr. Cephas Kent’s, in Dorset, on the first Wednes-
day of January next, and as it was thought very necessary that
Col. Seth Warner with others should attend the said meeting,
and their business being such that they could not attend at that
time :

This is therefore to warn the inhabitants on the said N. Hampshire
Grants west of the range of Green Mountains, to meet together
by their Delegates from each town at the House of Mr. Cephas
Kent’s in said Dorset on the sixteenth day of January next, at nine
o’clock in the morning, then and there to act on the following ar-
ticles, (viz:)

1st To choose a Moderator or Chairman for said meeting.

24 To choose Clarks for said meeting.

3 To see if the Law of New York shall have free circulation
where it doth infringe on our properties, or Title of Lands, or
Riots (so called) in defense of the same.

4t To see if the said Convention will come into some proper
regulations, or take some method to suppress all schismatic Mobbs
that have, or may arise on said Grants.

5% To see if they will choose an Agent, or Agents to send
to the Continental Congress.

6™ To see whether the Convention will consent to associate
with N. York, or by themselves in the cause of America.

Moses RosinNson,
SAMUEL ROBINSON,
SETH W ARNER,
By order of JEREMIAH CLARK, Committee.
MarTIN PowELL,
DaNien Switw,
JONATHAN WILLARD,
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N. HAMPSHIRE |
GRrANTS. Dorsgr, January 16, 1776.

At a Meeting of the Representatives of the several towns in
N. Hampshire Grants, the West side the Range of Green Moun-
tains, held this day at the House of Mr. Cephas Kent’s, Innholder
in said Dorset: Procecded as follows, viz:

1st- Made choice of Capt. Joseph Woodward, Chairman.

2% Made choice of Doct. Jonas Fay, Clerk.

84 Made choice of Col. Moscs Robinson, Messrs. Samucl Me-
Coon and Oliver Everts, Assistant Clerks.

4t Made choice of Messrs. Thomas Ashley, William Marsh,
Heman Allen, Abel Moulton, Moses Robinson, John McLane, Ga-
maliel Painter, James Hurd and Joseph Bowker, a Committec to
examine and report their opinion to the Convention, relative to
the third article in the warrant.

Adjourned to 3 o’clock, . M.

Met at time and place.

Voted, To make an addition of four persons to the above Com-
mittee.

Voted, To reconsider the two last votes, and to discourse the
matter for which they were appointed in publick Meeting.

Voted, That the paper with a number of signers exhibited to
this Convention relative to Capt. Bowker’s character, be ordered
to lay on the table, till further order.

Voted, That two persons from each Town in the Grants (who
arc present) be allowed to vote in this Mecting, and no more.

Adjourned to 8 o’clock to-morrow morning.

January 17, 1776.—Met at time and place.

Made choice of Capt Heman Allen, Capt. Joseph Bowker, Col.
Moses Robinson, John McLane, and Col. Timothy Brownson as a
Committee to report their opinion relative to the number of Com-
mittee men cach Town in the Grants shall be allowed.

REPORT OF THE FOREGOING SUB-COMMITTELE.

Your Committee beg leave to report as their opinion, that the
several Towns in the Grants hereafter named, be allowed the num-
ber of Members sct against the name of cach town, and that each
other inhabited town in the said Grants be allowed one, or more
or less votes in proportion to the number such deputed Member or
Members shall represent.
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Towns’ Names.  No. votes allowed. Towns’ Names. No. votes allowed.

Pownall, 4 Clarendon, 4
Bennington, 7 Rutland, 3
Shaftshury, 4 Pittsford, 2
Arlington, 3 Rupert, 2
Sunderland, 2 Pawlet, 1
Manchester, 4 Wells, 1
Dorset, 2 Poultney, 2
Danbee, 3 Castleton, 2
Tinmouth, 2 Neshobee, 1

Josern Bowker, Chairman Sub-Committee.
A true Copy, Examined,
By Joxas Fay, Clerk.

The above report being read was voted and aceepted Nem. Con.

Voted, To represent the particular case of the Inhabitants of
the N. Hampshire Grants to the honorable the Continental Con-
gress by Remonstrance and petition.

Voted, That Lt. James Breckenridge, Capt Heman Allen and
Doct. Jonas Fay be, and they are hereby appointed to prefer said
petition.

Voted, That Doct. Jonas Fay, Col. Wm. Marsh and Mr.
Thomas Rowley be a Committee with the above delegates to pre-
pare the said Remonstrances and Petition.

Voted, Nem.Con , to pay the above agents their Reasonable costs
for their services on their return and exhibiting their accounts.

Voted, Messrs. Simeon Hathaway, Elijah Dewecy, and James
Breakenridge, or either two of them be, and are hereby appointed
a Committee with power to warn a General Meeting of the Com-
mittecs on the Grants when they shall judge necessary from South-
ern intelligence.

And that Col. John Strong, Zadock Everest and Asahel Ward
be a like Committee with like power of warning such General
Meeting of Committees in the Grants when they shall judge neces-
sary from northern intelligence. .

Voted, That the several Committees of Correspondence continue
their duty as usual.

Lastly voted to Dissolve the Mecting.

prJosera Woobpwarp, Chairman.
Errors Excepted.
True Copy examined.
pr Joxas Fay, Clerk,
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Cash received for the purpose of Defraying the charges of the
Delegates appointed to attend Congress.

L. M.
Poultney.........coviiiiiiiiiann.... 0- 64
Pittsford. .. ......oooi i 0- 6-0
Rupert.........cooiiiii i, 0-10-1

£1- 25

Received pr.
Jonas Fay, Clerk,

THE DORSET CONVENTION

Or Jury 24, 1776,

The following call of the Convention and Journal

Ju};m%. of its proceedings is from the manuscript copy of the

Hon. James H. Prerrs. The petition to Congress

is in Slade’s State Papers, page 61-64. That portion of the

journal which relates to, and includes the association for de-

fensc against ‘“the British fleets and armies,” was published

in the Connecticut Courant of February 17, 1777, and is also

found in Force’s American Archives, Vol. I of the 5th ceries, at

page 565. Neither the call of the Convention nor the residue
of the Journal is believed to have ever been printed :

WARRANT.

24th June, 1776.

These arc to warn the several Inhabitants of the N. Hampshire
Grants on the West side, and to desire those on the cast side the
Range of Green Mountains, That they meet by their several del-
egates in General Convention, to be held at the dwelling House
of Mr. Cephas Kent, innholder in Dorset, on Wednesday, the
twenty-fourth day of July next at 8 o’clock in the forenoon, to act
on the following articles (viz:)—

15t To choose a Moderator,and secondly a Clerk for said Con-
vention.

3% To reccive the report of Capt. Heman Allen from the
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Continental Congress, he having been previously appointed to
transact business in behalf of the inhabitants of said Grants.

4. To know the minds of the Convention, relative to their
associating with the province of N. Hampshire.

5. Tn casc the last article be objected to: Whether said Con-
vention will agree to an association (not repugnant to that of the
Continental Congress) and subscribe thereto, to do duty in con-
junction with the Continental Troops (only) as Members of the
District of Land which they inhabit.

6% To see if said Convention will earnestly recommend it to
the several Field Officers heretofore nominated on said Grants, to
see that their men be forthwith furnished with suitable arms, am-
munition and accoutrements, &c., agrecable to a resolve of the
hon™e¢ the Continental Congress.

T To sce if said Convention will make preparation, and
settle with Capt. Heman Allen for his expenses and services for
the publick.

And ® to transact any other business that shall be thought
necessary and in the power of s® Convention for the safety of
the liberties of the Colonies in General and the N. Hampshire
Grants in particular.

JAMES BREAKENRIDGE,
SiMEON HATHAWAY,
Eryan DEwEy,
Copy examined,
pr Joxas Fay, Clerk.

Committee Appointed.

Dorser, July 24th, 1776.
In consequence of the foregoing Warrant, the following persons,
being Delegated, met at this place to transact the business of s!
warning, (viz:)
Towns’ Names. Delegates’ Names.

Towns® Names. Delegates’ Names.

Pownall, Capt. Sam’l Wright.
Simeon Hathaway,
< Jonas Fay, ‘

Jno. Burnam, Jr.
Shafts- § Maj. Jeremiah Clark,
bury, | Mr.John Burnam.
Sunder- € 1 .. Tron AT s
land, Joseph Bradley.

' “Col. Wm. Marsh
% [(fzb'_ S Lt. Martin 1’0w07117
chester, l(-}idcon Ormsby.

Benning-
ton,

s § John Manley
Dorset, 1 Abrm Underhill.

. ({Reuben Harmon
Rupert, { Amos Curtis. ’

{ Capt. Wm. Fitch,

{ Maj. Roger Rose.

( Daniel Culver,

{ Ogden Mallory.

Poult-  § Nehemiah Howe,
ney, ( William Ward,

Pawlet,

Wells,

Castle- { Ephraim Buell,
ton, | Jesse Belknap.

Iubber- §
ton, |

Williston, Col. Thos. Chittenden.
Jerico,

Benja. Hitcheock.

Brown Chamberlain.
Colchester, Ira Allen.
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Towns’ Names.  Delegates’ Names. Towns® Names. Delegates’ Names.
Hines- [ Capt. Micah Veal
burgh [ g g Danbee, {William Gage.

Mgzllélton flz)cz:?%s- Capt. Samuel Fletcher,

d, Josiah Fish.

Neshobee, John Mott. Middle- €

Pitts Aaron Parsons, borough, 1’ Capt. Heman Allen.
. . Rowl
Jord, ggﬁgtha(l)lwf‘?;éett. Sudbury, John Gage.

Rutland Asa Johnson, Bridport, Samuel Benton.

o » { Joseph Bowker. Addison, Col. John Strong.

Clarendon, Thomas Braten. Cornwall, James Bentley.

No.Wal- { Matthew Lyon, . ) h

lingford, | Abr'm Jackson. B l;"l”l.’/' 1 Lemuel Bradley.

Tin- Eben’r Allen on, :
mouth, {Stcphen Royée. Stamford, Thomas Morgan.

Voted, Unanimously, that the above persons be admitted as legal
members of this Convention.
Copy cxamined.
pr Jonas Fay, Clerk.

PROCEEDED—(VIZ.)

Chose Capt. Joseph Bowker, Chairman.

Chose Doct. Jonas Fay, Clerk.

After which on a motion heing made and agreed to by the House
the Clerk proceeded to read the following address, Remonstrance
and Petition of the Inhabitants of the N. Hampshire Grants to
the honorable the Continental Congress, which was cxhibited to
that board by Capt. Heman Allen in the latter part of the month
of April, or in the beginning of the month of May, A.D.
1776, (viz.)

To the Honorable John Hancock, Esq’r., President of the honorable
the Continental Congress, §c., §e., now assembled at Philadel-
phia :—

he Humble Address, Remonstrance and Petition of that part
of Amecrica being situated south of Canada line, West of Connec-
ticut River, North of the Massachusctts Bay, and East of a twenty
mile line from Hudson’s River, commonly called and known by
the name of the N. Hampshire Grants,—Humbly Sheweth,

That your honor’s Petitioners being fully sensible and duly af-
fected with the very alarming situation in which the united colo-
nies are involved, by means of a designing Ministry, who have
flagrantly used, and are still using their utmost efforts to bring the
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inhabitants of this very extensive continent of America, into a
base and servile subjection to Arbitrary Power; Contrary to all
the most sacred ties of Obligation by Covenant, and the well
known Constitution by which the British Empire ought to be gov-
erned ; your Petitioners, not to be prolix or waste Time, when the
whole Continent are in so disagreeable situation, would however
beg leave to Remonstrate in as short terms as possible the very
peculiar situation in which your petitioners have for a series of
years been exercised, and are still struggling under. .

Perhaps your honors, or at least some of you, are not unac-
quainted, that at the conclusion of the last War, the above de-
scribed premises, which your petitioners now inhabit, was deemed
and reputed to be in the province of New-Hampshire, and conse-
quently within the jurisdiction of the same. Whereupon applica-
tions were freely made to Benning Wentworth, Esq., the then
Governor of the province of N. Hampshire, who, with the advice
of his council, did grant under the Great Seal of said province to
your honors’ Petitioners a large number of Townships of the con-
tents of six miles square each, in consequence of which a great
number of your petitioners, who were men of considerable sub-
stance, disposed of their interests in their native places, and with
their numerous families proceeded many of them two hundred
miles, encountering many Dangers, Fatigues and great Hardships
to inhabit a desolate Wilderness, which has now become a well-
settled frontier to threc Governments. This was not all our
Trouble, for soon after the commencement of those Settlements,
the Monopolizing Land Traders of New-York, being apprised
that the province of New-Hampshire had granted the said Lands,
and that settlements were actually making, did present a petition
(as we have often heard and verily believe) in your Petitioners’
names, praying that his Majesty would annex the said lands
granted by the authority of N. Hampshire to N. York on account
of its local and other circumstances for the benefit of the inhabi-
tants.

Your petitioners not being apprised of the intrigue (in this
case) were mute, therefore as no objection was made why the
prayer of the petition should not be granted, his Majesty was
pleased with the advice of his Council on the 20th day of July,
A.D. 1764, to grant the same, immediately after which the Land
Traders of N.York Petitioned the then Governor of that Province
for grants of Land, some part of which had heen previously
granted to your petitioners by the Governor and Council of N.
Hampshire. The dispute then became serious, and your Petition-
ers then petitioned his Majesty for Relief in the Premises. His
Majesty was pleased to appoint a Committee, who reported to his

3
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Majesty in the premises, and his Majesty was pleased to pass an
order in the following words ( viz.):—

At a Court at Saint James’s the 24th day of July, 1767.
PRESENT :

The King’s Most Excellent Majesty.
The Archbishop of Canterbury.  Earl of Shelburn.

Lord Chancellor. Viscount Falmouth.
Duke of Queensborough. Viscount Barrington.
Duke of Ancarter. Viscount Clark.
Lord Chamberlain. Bishop of London.
Earl of Litchfield. Mr. Sec’y Conway.
Earl of Bristol. Thom’s Stanley, Esq.

His Majesty taking the said Report into consideration was pleased with
the advice of his Privy Council to approve thereof and doth hereby
strictly charge, require and command, that the Governor or Commander-
in-Chief of his Majesty’s Province of New York for the time being, do
not upon pain of his Majesty’s highest displeasure presume to make any
grant whatsoever of any part of the Land described in the said Report
until his Majesty’s further pleasure shall be known concerning the same.

WILLIAM SHARPE.
A true Copy, Attest, G'W. BANYAR, Dept'y Sec'y.

The many intervening and unhappy disputes which since have
happened between those Land Traders of New York and your
Petitioners would take up too much time under the present situa-
tion of Public Affairs to recite, as Capt. Heman Allen and Doct’r
Jonas Fay who we have appointed to present this to your honors
will be furnished therewith should they find your honors’ admit-
tance, and such particulars be thought nccessary. Let it suffice
here only to mention that the oppressions from those overgrown
land Traders were so grievous that your Petitioners were again
induced, at a great expense, to petition his Majesty ; in conse-
quence of which a Committee was appointed and made a report
in favor of your Petitioners, which is too prolix to be inserted
here.

We are called on this moment by the Committec of Safety for the
County of Albany to suppress a dangerous insurrection in Tryon
County. Upwards of ninety soldiers were on their march within
twelve hours after receiving the news, all inhabitants of one town
inhabited by your petitioners, and all furnished with arms, ammu-
nition, accoutrements, provisions, &c. Again we are alarmed by
express from General Wooster commanding at Montreal, with the
disagreeable news of the unfortunate attack on Quebec, ( unfor-
tunate indeed to lose so brave a Commander,) requiring our
immediate assistance by Troops; in consequence of which a con-
siderable number immediately marched for Quebec, and more are
daily following their example. Yet while we your Petitioners are



CONVENTIONS. 19

thus carnestly engaged, we beg leave to say that we are entirely
willing to do all in our Power in the General Cause, under the
Continental Congress, and have been ever since the taking Ticon-
deroga, &c., in which your petitioners were principally active,
under the command of Col. Ethan Allen, but are not willing to
put oursclves under the honorable the provineial Congress of New
York in such manner as might in future be detrimental to our
private property ; as the oath to be administered to those, who
are, or shall be entrusted with commissions from said Congress,
and the Association, agreed upon by the same authority, together
with some particular restrictions, and orders for regulating the
Militia of said province, if conformed to by the inhabitants of the
said N. Hampshire Grants, will (as we apprehend ) be detrimen-
tal to your petitioners, in the determination of the dispute now
subsisting between your said Petitioners and certain claimants
under said province of New York. And that your Petitioners’
ardent desires of exerting themselves, in the present struggle for
freedom, may not be restrained, and that we might engage in the
Glorious Cause, without fear of giving our opponents any advan-
tage in the said Land dispute, which we would wish to have lie
Dormant, until a general restoration of Tranquility shall allow us
the opportunity for an equitable decision of the same.

Anather reason that much hinders us from joining New York
hand in hand in the General Cause, is, they will not own us in
our property, but on the contrary the Judges of their Supreme
Court have expressly declared the Charters, Conveyances, &c., of
your Petitioners’ Lands to be null and void.

Therefore we your honors’ humble Petitioners most earnestly
pray your Honors to take our cause into your wise consideration,
and order that for the future your petitioners shall do Duty in the
Continental service (if required) as inhabitants of said New
Hampshire Grants, and not as inhabitants of the province of New
York, or subject to the Limitations, restrictions or regulations of
the Militia of said province, and that commissions, as your
honors shall judge meet, be granted accordingly, and as in Duty
bound,

Your honors’ Petitioners shall ever pray.

At a meeting of the representatives of the different Towns on
the N. Hampshire Grants legally warned and convened at the
house of Mr. Cephas Kent’s, innholder in Dorset, on the 16th day
of January, A.D. 1776 :

Captain JosepH Woopwarp, Chairman.

Doct'r Jonas Fay, Clerk.
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This meeting after due consideration agreed to prefer to the
honorable the Continental Congress a humble Petition setting forth
the peculiar circumstances of this part of the Country. Accord-
ingly a Committee was appointed to draw up the same, who drew
up the foregoing and reported it to the house in the evening, and
the Clerk read the same in his place, and afterwards delivered it
in at the Table ; the House then adjourned till to-morrow 9 o’clock.

January 17th. Met according to adjournment.

The said Petition being a second time read was agreed to by the
whole house, then Lieutenant James Breakenridge and Capt. He-
man Allen was nominated to prefer the said petition, a vote was
called and passed in the affirmative, Vem. Con.—then Doctor Jonas
Fay was nominated and a vote called passed in the affirmative,
Nem. Con.

JoserH WoopwaARrD, Chairman.

Attest, Jonas Fay, Clerk.

A true copy from the original.
Lrrors excepted.
pr JoNas Fay, |
IrA ALLEN,

Captain Heman Allen, appointed to prefer the foregoing to the
honorable the Continental Congress, being present, and a motion
being made and seconded, Reported to the Convention as follows

(viz.})

That in consequence of his appointment, for that purpose, he
had delivered the said foregoing Remonstrance, Address and Pec-
tition to the honorable John Hancock, Esqr., the President of Con-
gress then sitting at Philadelphia, and that by the directions of the
honorable House it was read in his place at the Board by the Sce-
retary. ‘

That the delegates from the province of New York endeavored
to oppose the said petition, but that it was entered on file and or-
dered to lie on the table for further consideration.

That on the advice of several gentlemen, he made a motion to
withdraw the said petition, that the Delegates from New York
should not have it in their power to bring the matter to a final
decision, at a time when the Convention in the Grants had no
proper Delegate in the House, that in consequence thereof the
Motion was entered on the Minutes, [some papers and vouchers
necessary to support the allegations in] the Petition not being
ready at hand at that time.!

Committee Appointed.

1 For the proceedings of Congress on the Petition, sce Slade’s State
Papers, p. 64. H. Hall's Vt., p. 228.
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That he had many private conferences with sundry members of
Congress and other Gentlemen of distinction relating to the par-
ticular circumstances and situation of the New Hampshire Grants,
who did severally earnestly recommend that the inhabitants of
said Grants exert themselves to their utmost abilities to repel, by
force, the Hostile invasions of the British fleets and armies against
the colonies of America, and that said Inhabitants do not by any
way or means whatsoever connect, or associate with the honorable
Provincial Congress of New-York, or any authority derived from,
by or under them, directly or indirectly, but that the said inhabi-
tants do. forthwith consult suitable measures to associate and
unite the whole of the Inhabitants of said Grants together.

PROCEEDED—VI1Z.

This Convention being fully sensible that the importance of the
business which occasions their meeting at this time requires the
most serious deliberation, are therefore disposed to make the fol-
lowing votes—(viz.:)

1st- That not more than one person be allowed to speak at the
same time, and only by leave of the Chairman.

2% That the business of the meeting be closely attended to,
and that the several articles contained in the Warrant for this
Meeting be severally followed in course, (except otherwise over-
ruled.)

3% Voted to pass over the fourth, fifth and sixth articles of
the Warrant till to-morrow at ten o’clock at this place.

Voted, Col. William Marsh, Col. Thomas Chittenden, John
Burnam, Junr., Capt. Micah Veal, and Lieut. Joseph Bradley, be
a Committee to examine the account of Capt. Heman Allen for
his service for the Publick, and report their opinion thercon to
this Convention 9 o’clock to-morrow morning.

Adjourned to 7 o’clock to-morrow morning at this place.

Meeting opened at time and place.

Proceeded to the consideration of the fourth article of the
Warrant, and after due consideration it was dismissed.

Proceeded to the consideration of the fifth article of the. War-
rant, and

Resolved, That application be made to the inhabitants of said
Grants to form the same into a separate District.

Dissentients only one..

Proceeded to the consideration of the sixth article of the War-
rant, and
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Voted, To reeommend it accordingly.

Voted, To choose a Committee to treat with the Inhabitants of
the New Hampshire Grants on the Hast side of the range of
Green Mountains, relative to their associating with this Body.

Voted, That Capt. Heman Allen, Col. William Marsh, and
Doct. Jonas Fay, in conjunction with Capt. Samuel Fletcher and
Mr. Joshua Fish, be a Committee to exhibit the proceedings of
this Convention, to said inhabitants, and to do the Business
as above.

Voted, Doct. Jonas Fay, Col. Thomas Chittenden, and Lieut.
Ira Allen a Committec to prepare instructions for the above said
Committee.

Voted, That Col. Seth Warner and Col. Thomas Chittenden
be a Committee to present a Petition to the General and Com-
mander-in-Chief of the Northern Department, requesting his as-
sistance in Guarding the Frontiers to the Northward on the said
New Hampshire Grants.

Voted, That Doct. Jonas Fay and Col. William Marsh be a
Committee to prepare the above petition.

Adjourned one hour.

The meeting opened at time and place.

Proceeded to the consideration of the following Association,
(viz.t)

This Convention being fully sensible that it is the Will and
Pleasure of the honorable the Continental Congress, that every
honest Friend to the Liberties of America, in the several United
States thercof, should subseribe an Association, binding themselves
as Members of some Body or Community to stand in the defence
of those Libertics; and Whereas it has been the usual custom for
individuals to associate with the Colony or State which they are
reputed to be members of: Yet nevertheless the long and spirited
Conflict, which has for many years subsisted between the Colony
or State of New York, and the inhabitants of that District of
Land, Commonly Called and known by the name of the New
Hampshire Grants, relative to the title of the Land on said Dis-
trict, renders it inconvenient in many respects to associate with
that Province or State, which has hitherto been the sole reason of
our not subscribing an Association before this.

The better therefore to convince the Publick of our readiness to
join in the common Defence of the aforesaid Liberties, We do
Publish and Subscribe the following Asssociation, (viz.:)

We the Subscribers inhabitants of that District of Land, com-
monly called and known by the name of the New Hampshire
Grants, do voluntarily and Solemnly Engage under all the ties
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held sacred amongst Mankind at the Risque of our Lives and for-
tunes to Defend, by arms, the United American States against the
Hostile attempts of the British Fleets and Armies, until the pres-
ent unhappy Controversy between the two Countries shall be
settled.

SIGNERS’ NAMES—VIZ.

Joseph Bowker, William Gage, Daniel Culver,
Thomas Chittenden, Reuben Harmon, John Burnam,
Simeon Hathaway, John Manley, John Strong,
Jeremiah Clark, Seth Warner, Lemuel Bradley,
Joseph Bradley, William Marsh, John Gage,
Abraham Jackson, Gideon Ormsby, John Mott,
Samuel Wright, Stephen Royce, Jonathan Rowlee,
Samuel Benton, Amos Curtis, Jona. Fassett,
Jesse Belknap, Ira Allen, Aaron Parsons,
Abraham Underhill, = Nehemiah ITow, Matthew Lyon,
William Ward, Asa Johnson, William Fitch,
James Bentle, Brown Chamberlain, Ogden Mallery,
Thomas Morgan, Ephraim Buell, Jonas Fay,
Heman Allen, Ebenezer Allen, Martin Powell,
John Burnam, Jr., Benjamin Hicock, Roger Rose,
Micah Veal, Isaac Lawrence, Samuel Fletcher,

Josiah Fish.

The above are the names of the Delegates. Thomas Braten,
of Clarendon, the only Dissentient.

Resolved, That it be, and it is hereby recommended to the sev-
eral inhabitants on the New Hampshire Grants (who are friends
to the liberties of the United States of America) that they sub-
scribe the Association agreed on, and signed by the several Mem-
bers of this Convention, and return the same to the Clerk thercof
as soon as may be.

Resolved, Unanimously, That any person or persons inhabitants
of the New Hampshire Grants that shall in future subscribe and
return an Association to any the Committee or Committees of
Safety for either of the Counties in the province of N. York, or to
the provincial Congress thereof, otherwise than the Association
contained in these Records and subscribed by the several Dele-
gates of this Convention, shall be deecmed enemies to the Common
Cause of the N. Hampshire Grants.

LResolved, That nine persons be chosen as a Committec of Ap-
peals, who are to hear and determine such matters as may be
properly exhibited to them (in writing) by any of the inhabitants
of the New Hampshire Grants relative to the cause of American
Liberty, by way of proper appeal from the judgment of either of
the Committees of Safety on said Grants, any five of which Com-
mittee to be a Quorum,
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Resolved, That Doctor Jonas Fay, Col. Timothy Brownson,
Col. William Marsh, Capt. Joseph Bowker, Capt. Joseph Wood-
ward, Capt. Micah Veal, Col. Thomas Chittenden, Major Stephen
Royce, and Capt. Abraham Underhill, be and are hereby unani-
mously appointed a Committee for the above purpose.

Lastly Resolved, To adjourn this Convention, and to mcet at
this place on Wednesday, the 25th day of September next at 8
o’clock in the Morning.

JoserE BoOwkER, Chairman.

Attest, Jonas Fay, Clerk.

THE DORSET CONVENTION
Or SEPTEMBER 25, 1776.

This convention was held by adjournment from that
of the 24th of July, and the members are largely the
same, though by comparing the lists it will be seen that
changes were made in some of the towns; and that eight towns
on the east side of the Green Mountains were represented in the
latter convention, from which no delegates appeared in July.

The following complete journal of the proceedings is from the
manuscript copy of the Hon. JaMes H. PrELPS. Only extracts
from it will be found in Slade’s State Papers, p. 66, and in
Force’s Am. Archives, vol. 2, fifth series, page 526. It is be-
lieved to have never before been printed in full.

It will be perceived that this convention assumed to exercise
legislative powers in all matters, both civil and military, and also
took active preparatory measures for proclaiming their independ-
ence of the government of New York.

1776.
Sept. 25.

NEW HAMPSHIRE GRANTS, At a General Con-
Ceraas KENt’s, Dorset, 25th Sept. 1776. { vention of the Several
Delegates from the Towns on the West side the range of Green
Mountains the 24th day of July last, consisting of fifty-one Mem-
bers, representing thirty-five towns, and held this day by adjourn-
ment by the representatives on the West and East side the said
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range of Green Mountains ; the following members being present
at the opening of the Meeting, viz. :

Captain JoOSEPH BOWKER in the Chair.
Doct. Joxas FAy, Clerk.

[WEsT SIDE.]

, Capt. Samy’l Wright
Pownal, {Doct. Obadiah Dunham.
(Mr. Simeon Hathaway,

Doct. Jonas Fay,
Benning-1 Capt. John Burnham,
lMaj’r Sam’] Safford,
Col° Moses Robinson.
Shafts- § Major Jeremiah Clark,

ton, Nathan Clark, Esq.,

bury, | Mr.John Burnham.
Sunder- {Lieut. Joseph Bradley,

land, { Col. Timothy Brownson.

Man- Lieut. Martin Powell,

Lieut. Gideon Orr

chester, lCo?" %Vgx.dl(igars(l)lt: meby;

{ Mr. John Manley,

1 Mr. Ab’r Underhill.

[ Mr. Reuben Harmon,
Mr. Amos Curtis.

Dorset,

Rupert,

Capt. Wn. Fitch,

Pollet, Major Roger Rose.

Colchester, Lieut. Ira Allen.

Jlﬁg(zjl,e- } Mr. Gamaliel Painter.

Blbt?(’)l;if,bg' }1\[1‘. Lemuel Bradley.

Nesho- § Capt. Timothy Barker,
bee, | Mr. Thomas Tuttle.

Capt. Joseph Bowker
Rutland, { Col* James Mead.
Walling-

ford, {Mr. Abraham Ives.

Tin- ¢ Capt. Ebenezer Allen,
mouth, { Major Thomas Rice.

Capt. Micah Veal
Dandy, {Mr. William Gage’.
Panton, John Gale.

Bromley, Capt. Wm, Utley.
Col° Seth Warner, Present.
Capt. Heman Allen, do.

{Ogden Mallery,

Bridport, Mr. Samuel Benton. Wels, | Zacheus Mallery.
Addison, David Vallance. DPoult- § Mr. Nehemiah How,
Stamford, Thomas Morgan. ney, Mr. Wm. Ward.

Williston, Col° Thomas Chittenden. | Castleton, Capt. Joseph Woodward.
MEMBERS FROM EAST SIDE OF GREEN MOUNTAINS.

Marl- § ot Trancis i West-  § Mr. Joshua Webb
ant. Francis Whit , est- { Mr. Joshua We
borough, j( Capt. Fx mb'b Whitmore minster, { Nath™ Robinson, ]’Esq.
Guil-  § Col.Benjamin Carpenter, | Ilglifaz, Col. Benjamin Carpenter.
Sord, {Major John Shepardson. |y
Windsor, Mr.EbenezerHoisington. | pington 1 ,
Jt ( Edward Aiken, i ( By aletter from s’d town.
ent, | Col° James Rogers. Diraper, )
Rock- § R Cumber-1 -
ingham, Doct. Reuben Jones. land, % By a Letter.

Dum- § Mr. Joseph Hildreth,
merston, | Lieut.Leonard Spaulding

The foregoing members being organized proceceded to business.

1t Voted, That the records and proceedings of this Conven-
tion held at this place, from the 16" of January 1776 to this
time, be read to give light to those Gentlemen Delegates from the
East side of the Green Mountains in particular and the whole in
general. 4
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23 Voted, That the words ¢“That has been heretofore sub-
scribed and returned or that”” included in a vote at the last sit-
ting of this Convention be erased, which is accordingly done.

3% Voted, To adjourn till 8 o’clock to morrow morning at
this place.

THURSDAY, 8 0’clock in the Morning.

Meeting opened at time and place.

4% Voted, To make a general list of the names of those of the
inhabitants of the several Towns on the N. Hampshire Grants who
have signed the General Association, voted by the last Convention
to be signed. '

5w Voted, That no member of this Convention be permitted
to speak more than three times to one case (at one sitting) with-
out leave of the Board.

6% Voted, That the Association originally signed be returned
to the Clerk of this Convention at their next sitting.

Tt Voted, To take the following vote passed in July 24th,
1776, into consideration (viz.) ¢ Proceeded to the consideration
of the fifth article of the Warrant, and voted that suitable appli-
cation be made to form that District of Land, commonly called
and known by the name of the New-Hampshire Grants, into a sep-
arate District ;> passed in the affirmative—not one dissenting vote.

8- Poted, That Col> Wm. Marsh, Doct. Jonas Fay, Doct.
Reuben Jones, Capt. Ira Allen, Col° Thomas Chittenden, Col°
Benjamin Carpenter and Col® James Rogers be a Committee to
form a plan for future proccedings and report to this Convention
as soon as may be.

9t Poted, To adjourn this meeting till half past 1 o’clock in
the afternoon, at this place.

Meeting opened at time and place.

REPORT (as orinton) OF A SUB-COMMITTEE.

A Covenant or Compact ought to be entered into by the Mem-
bers of this Convention for themselves and their Constituents, to
be governed and regulated by such rules as may be agreed on by
the majority (viz.):

To regulate the Militia; To furnish troops according to our
ability, for the defence of the Libertics of the United States of
America.

To return the numbers of the inhabitants on this District to the
Continental Congress, and at all times to be governed by their
Councils.
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A number of men to be clected to wait on the Hon"¢ Conti-
nental Congress with such Petitions as shall be agreed on by this
Convention. .

To make suitable provisions that the whole of the inhabitants
on s* N. Hampshire Grants on cach side of the Green Mountains
be notified and have proper opportunity to join and coincide with
the measures taken and to be hereafter taken for the benefit of
forming s® district into a scparate State.

As the troublesome and aged conflict existing between the State
of New York and that District of Land commonly called and
known by the name of the New-Hampshire Grants relative to the
title of lands on st district has not yet subsided,

We do therefore vote that any Law, or Laws, Direction or Di-
rections we may ( for the time being ) receive from s® State of N.
York will not in fature be accepted neither shall we hold our-
selves bound by them.

Some measures to be entered into for the better securing the
Tories in s? District.

That the Militia officers on each side the Mountains continue in
their stations and after cxecuting the orders to them heretofore
received from the State of New York, to be under the direction
of this Convention.

The foregoing propositions are humbly submitted to the Mem-
bers of the General Convention now assembled at Dorset.

pr. BENT’A CARPENTER, Chairman Committee.

10% Voted, To aceept the above report of the Sub Committee.
11% Voted, To adjourn this meeting until half past 1 o’clock
in the afternoon at this place.

TraUrsDAY, Half after 1 o’clock in the afternoon.

Meeting opencd.

12t Poted, That a Covenant or Compact be made and sub-
scribed by the Members of this Convention for themselves and
Constituents for the security of their Common Liberties and Prop-
erties in conjunction with the Free and Independent States of
America.

13t Poted, That Doct. Jonas Fay, Col°® Moses Robinson,
Col° Wm. Marsh, Mr. Ebenezer Hoisington, Doct. Reuben Jones,
Col° Thomas Chittenden, and Doct. Obadiah Dunham: be and are
a Committee to form the said Covenant or Compact and report to
the Convention as soon as may be.

140 Voted, To adjourn this meeting until 8 o’clock to mor-
row morning.
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Fripay, 27th September, 1776.
Opened the meeting at time and place.

150 —THE COVENANT OR COMPACT.

At a General Convention consisting of fifty-six Delegates on the
New-Hampshire Grants, on the east and west side of the range
of Green Mountains, representing thirty-six towns on said Grants,
held at Dorset the 25th day of September, 1776, by adjournment.

Whereas, this Convention have for a series of years had under
their particular considerations the disingenuous conduct of the
former Colony (now the State of ) New-York toward the inhabi-
tants of that District of Land commonly called and known by the
name of the New-Hampshire Grants, and the several illegal, un-
justifiable and unrcasonable measures they have taken to deprive,
by fraud, violence and oppression, those inhabitants of their prop-
erty, and in particular their Landed interest; and as this Conven-
tion has reason to expect a continuance of the samec kind of
disingenuity, unless some measures effectually be taken to form
the s District into a separate and distinet one from New York;
and whereas it at present appears to this Convention that, for the
foregoing reasons, together with the distance of road which lies
between this District and New York, that it will be very incon-
venient for those inhabitants to associate or connect with them,
for the time being, directly or indirectly:

Therefore, this Convention being fully convinced that it is
necessary that every individual in the United States of America
should exert themselves to their utmost abilities in the defence of
the liberties thereof, and that this Convention may the better sat-
isfy the Public of their punctual attachment to the s common
cause, at present as well as heretofore, we do make and subscribe
the following Covenant, viz:

We the subscribers inhabitants of that district of Lands com-
monly called and known by the name of the New-Hampshire
Grants, being legally delegated and authorized to transact the
public and political affairs of the aforesaid District of Lands, for
ourselves and Constituents, do solemnly covenant and engage that,
for the time being, we will strictly and religiously adhere to the
several resolves of this or a future Convention Constituted on s*
district by the free voice of the Friends to American Libertics,
that shall not be repugnant to the resolves of the hon" Conti-
nental Congress relative to the General Cause of America.

16%  Voted, That Col® Jacob Bailey, Capt. Abner Seeley,
and Col° Jacob Kent, be a Joint Committee to exhibit the prc-
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ceedings of this meeting to the inhabitants of the County of
Gloucester, and request them to sign the Association left with
them, at their County Convention held at Thetford the 13th day
of August ultimo, and return the same by their delegate or Dele-
gates chosen, or to be chosen hereafter, to meet and join this Con-
vention at their next sitting.

17% Voted, That it be and is hereby recommended to the
several Chairmen of the several Committees of the several Towns
on the west side of the Green Mountains on the N. Hampshire
Grants, faithfully to see to it that the Association made at the last
sitting of this Convention be forthwith signed by every individual
male inhabitant of each Town, from 16 years old and upwards,
and that for the future each person subscribe his own name or
mark ; and that the Association thus signed be returned to Doct®
Jonas Fay, Clerk of this Convention, before the next sitting of
this Convention ; and if any refuse to sign the Association, to take
their names and reasons why they will not subscribe to it.

18- Voted, To adjourn this meeting one hour at this place.

Fripay, 2 o’clcck.

The Meeting opened at time and place.

19%- Voted, That Col>o Wm. Marsh and Capt. Ira Allen be a
Committee to go into Cumberland and Gloucester Counties, to
carry the proceedings of this Convention, and to assist in getting
the Association (form? by this Convention) signed and collected
[returned] to the Clerk of this Convention.

20™ Voted, That Doct* Jonas Fay, Doct. Reuben Jones and
Col° Wm. Marsh be a Committee to draw a Remonstrance or
Petition to send to the Continental Congress, and Report to this
Convention as soon as may be.

REPORT OF THE ABOVE SUB-COMMITTELE.

The grounds of this Petition and Remonstrance, to be exhibited
to the Grand Council of America, by the Convention, to contain
the following, viz :

The several measures taken by the Colony or State of New
York heretofore to monopolize the Landed interest of the inhabi-
tants on the Grants to themselves: Circumstances in particular of
the conduct of N. York on each side the Mountains to be particu-
lary considered.

Distance from the Metropolis of any State, &e.

Persons to be appointed for making the Draught; a Committee
to be appointed for examining the Draught, with authority from
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this Convention to pass the same in the name of the whole of this
Convention.
Persons to be appointed to exhibit the same properly delegated
to the Hon"'® Board at the Continental Congress.
The above submitted to the consideration of the hon™* Conven-
tion.
pr. WiLian MarsH, Chatrman Committee.

215t Voted, That the above report of the Sub-Committee be
accepted.

224 Poted, That Doct. Jonas Fay write an answer to Mr. John
Wheelock.

23%  Voted, That the Committees of Safety for the several
towns on the District of the N. Hampshire Grants, be and are in-
vested with the same authority as other Committees of Safety for
other Towns in any of the Free States of America.

241 Voted, That a sufficient Goal be built on the west side
of the range of Green Mountains, at some place, that shall be
hereafter agreed on, for securing Tories.

25t Voted, That Nathan Clark, Esqr., Capt. Micah Veal,
Lieut. Samuel Benton, Major Jeremiah Clark and Col. James
Mead be a Committee to assign a place to erect a Goal as above,
and provide some way to effect the same as soon as may be and
report to this Convention.

REPORT (as tur orixoN) OF THE ABOVIE SUB-
COMMITTEE.

It is hereby recommended to this Convention that a Goal he
crected in the Township of Manchester ; twenty foot by thirty in-
side ; s Goal to be built with Logs and Earth; s® Goal to be
crected a few rods east of the now dwelling house of Liceut. Mar-
tin Powell in s¢ Town for the confinement of Tories, and other
offenders that may be adjudged to be confined: s* Goal to be
built of a double wall of Logs, not less than twelve inches through,
laid eighteen inches distance between s walls, the vacancy to
be filled up with earth about 7 feet high, and then floored with
Logs double, a good roof, and a strong wooden door, &c., &e.

And that some suitable person or persons be appointed to see
the performance of the above strong hold; and to be retaliated
therefor by this Convention, or as they in their great wisdom shall
order.

By order of Committee, NATHAN CLARK, Chairman.
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26 Voted, To accept of the above report.

27 Voted, That Lieut. Martin Powell, Mr. Gideon Ormsby,
and Mr. Thomas Bull be a Committee to build a Goal as above
proposed.

284 Poted, That Lieut. Martin Powell be Goal Keeper.

209%™ Voted, That Mr. Simeon Hathaway, Doct. Jonas Fay,
Nathan Clark, Esq., Lieut. Joseph Bradley, Lieut. Martin Powell,
Mr. Cephas Kent, Capt. Joseph Bowker, Capt. Joseph Woodward
and Nehemiah How be a committee of War.

30™  Voted, That the several Colonels on the west side of the
range of Green Mountains issue their orders immediately to their
several Captains under them to muster their companies, and to
take the number of men gone in the service, and what service,
and how many at home, and their arms, accoutrements and ammu-
nition, and the Colonels to make their return to the Committee of
War, and the Committee of War to this Convention.

31*%  Voted, That the several Colonels give special orders to
the Captains under them to raise their quotas of men to fill up the
six companies of Rangers.

324 Voted, That Nathan Clark, Esq., Doct. Obadiah Dunham
and Mr. John Burnam be a Committee to affix fines on all delin-
quents in the Militia and make return to this Convention as soon
as may be.

REPORT (as tHE orixioN ) OF THE ABOVE COMMITTEE.

A Colonel refusing or neglecting to comply with any orders

from this Convention to pay a fine of 33 dollars.
A Lieutenant Colonel refusing or neglecting to obey
his commanding officer, 25 do.
Major, 20 do.
Captain, 10 do.
Lieutenant, Adjutant, Quarter Master & Ensign 7 doeach.
Sergeant and Clark, 2 do each.
Corporal, 1% do.
Drum and Fife, 1% do.
Private, 1 do.

If asoldier drafted in any particular service and absconding,
shall be subject to pay a fine of twenty-five dollars, and an officer
in proportion as above.

That the Committee of War have full power to hear any com-
plaint against any Field officer for neglect of their duty and to
proceed against them or either of them, to collect by warrant or
execution from under their hands such fine or fines as is appointed



32 CONVENTIONS.

by this Convention ; in like manner the Field officers to try all the
commissioned officers in their respective regiments for the time
being, directed to some suitable person to collect the same ; and in
like manner two commissioned officers of each company to try all
non-commissioned officers and privates ; to award in the manner
aforesaid ; said fines to be used or applied to furnish those men
in said companies that are not able to furnish themselves with
arms and ammunition and accoutrements as required ; and that each
non-commissioned officer and private provide himself with a suit-
able gun and one pound powder, four pounds of bullets fit for his
gun, six flints, powder horn, cartouch box or bullet pouch, a sword,
bayonet or tomahawk ; and for want of a gun to pay a fine of two
dollars on each time so required to appear under arms, and for
want of each other accoutrement, the sum of half a dollar when
required as aforesaid.

FINES FOR EACH DAY’S NEGLECT.

A Colonel, £1-16-0] s d
Lieut. Colonel, 1-10-0 | Quartermaster, £0-10-0
Major, 0-18-0 | Sergeant, 0-8-0
Captain, 0-16-0 | Corporal, 0-6-0
Lieutenant, 0-14-0 | Drum and Fife 0-4-0
Adjutant & Ensign, each, 0-12-0 | Private, 0-3-6

By order of Committee,
NaTHAN CLARK, Chairman.

334 Voted, To accept of the above report.

34" Voted, That the Committee of War be and are empowered
to issue their warrants in the name and by the authority of this
Convention, to the several Field officers of the Militia on the dis-
trict of N. Hampshire Grants that on any sufficient notice received
from the General or Commander in Chief of any of the armies of
the United States of America, the Honorable Continental Congress,
or on any sudden emergency that shall be judged by s® Committee
of War to be for the immediate safety of the Grants, requesting
the assistance of the Militia, and march immediately to the relief
of such part of the Continent as they may be required to. And
in case any person legally notified justly belonging to any or either
the Companies of the Militia on s? District shall refuse on such
notifications to attend and perform the duty enjoined on him or
them by the officers of the Regiment to which he or they do or
may belong, that they be fined unless sufficient excuse be rendered
to the Committee of War.

35 Voted, That Doct. Reuben Jones and Lieut. Leonard
Spaulding wait and take the proceedings of this Convention and
deliver to their Constituents.
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36%  Voted, That Doct. Jonas Fay, Capt. Samuel Wright, Ma-
jor Jeremiah Clark, Col® Timothy Brownson, Col> William Marsh,
Capt. Joseph Bowker, Col° Thomas Chittenden, Capt. Heman
Allen, Capt. William Fitch, Capt. Micah Veal, Lieut. Samuel Ben-
ton, and Capt. Ira Allen, be a Committee to attend this Convention
at the next sitting. And it is recommended for each Town to send
one more Delegate.

37t Voted, That Doct. Jonas Fay, Col® William Marsh and
Doct. Reuben Jones be a Committee to draw a Petition to send to
the Hon"'® Continental Congress; and report to a Committee to
be appointed to examine the same.

88t Poted, That Nathan Clark, Esq., Col. Seth Warner, Cap-
tain Heman Allen be a Committee to examine the aforesaid Peti-
tion.

89t Toted, To adjourn to 8 o’clock to morrow morning at this
place.

SaTurpAY MoRNING 8 o’clock, Sept. 28th, 1776.

The Meeting opened at time and place.

40tm.  Poted, To refer the examination of the Petition to the
Continental Congress till our next meeting; then to fill up the
Committee for that purpose.

41%t- Voted, That four men be appointed as delegates to go to
the Continental Congress with a Petition or such directions as this
Convention shall give them.

424 Voted, That Doct. Jonas Fay, Col® Thomas Chittenden,
in conjunction with two more to be appointed, be a Committee for
that purpose.

434 Voted, That Col° Seth Warner, Capt. Heman Allen, Capt.
Gideon Brownson, Mr. Ebenezer Hoisington, Capt Abner Seeley,
and Doct. Jonas Fay be a Committee to prepare a Citation to send
to the State of New-York to know if they have any objection
against our being a Separate State from them: and make report
as soon as may be.

44 Voted, That as it appears that the Town of Arlington are
principally Tories, yet the Friends of Liberty are ordered to warn
a Meeting and choose a Committee of Safety and conduct as other
Towns ; if they meet with opposition to make application to the
Committees of Safety of the neighboring Towns for assistance.

45" Voted, That no person be admitted to act in choosing
Committees of Safety but those that sign the Association from this
Convention and acknowledge the authority of the Committees of
Safety.

462‘['- Voted, Col° Benj* Carpenter of Guilford do notify Guilford,
Hinsdale and Halifarg. Capt. Francis Whitmore of Marlborough
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notify Draper, Cumberland, Marlborough and Brattleborough.
Lieut. Leonard Spaulding of Dummerston and Capt. Samuel
Fletcher notify Townshend, Putney, New-Fane and Dummerston.
Mr. Ebenezer Hoisington of Windsor notify Windsor, Hertford,
Woodstock, Hartford and Pomfret. Nath! Robinson, Esq., of
Westminster, notify Westminster and Weathersfield. Doct. Reuben
Jones of Rockingham notify Rockingham and Springfield. Mr.
Edward Aiken of Kent notify Kent and Chester.

47% Voted to adjourn this Convention to Wednesday, the 30t
Octr next, to be held at the Court house in Westminster, at 10
o’clock in the forenoon.

JosErH BowkEgr, Chairman.

Attest JoNas Fay, Clerk.

A true Copy from the Original.

THE WESTMINSTER CONVENTION

Or OCTOBER 30, 1776.

This convention was holden by adjournment from
037?30. the Dorset convention of September 25th. It appears
to have been contemplated that the separation from
New York would be fully, declared at this convention. But when
the day of meeting came, the inhabitants of the territory were in
great alarm and confusion in consequence of the destruction of
the American naval force on Lake Champlain, and an expected
attack by Carleton on Ticonderoga, a large portion of the people
being in actual service for the defense of that post, and the pro-
tection of the frontier. The Convention was, for that reason,
thinly attended, and its session brief.
The following Journal is from the manuscript copy of the Hon.
James H. PHELPS.

NEW HAMPSHIRE GRANTS, Convention
WEesSTMINSTER Court HoUSE, October 80th, 1776. § opened accord-
ing to adjournment.
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PRESENT THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS.

Benning- Rock-
e%:ing {Nathan Clark, Esq. ingzgzm, {Doctr. Reuben Jones.
Man- Dum- ( Lieut. Leonar@ Spalding
chester, {COIO’ Wm. Marsh. merston. { Mr. Joseph Hildreth. =
Pollet,  Capt. Wm. Fitch. West- { M. Joshua Webb,
Rutland, Capt. Joseph Bowker. | minster, { Nath’l Robinson, Esq.
Colchester, Capt. Ira Allen. Bromley, Capt. William Utley.
Marl- . . Towns- , )
borough, { Capt. Francis Whitmore. | ., a, 1 Capt. Sam’l Fletcher.
Windsor, Mr.Ebenezér Hoisington | Putney, Dennis Lockland.
Kent, Mr. Edward Aiken. Chester, Col° Thomas Chandler.

1%t Voted, Capt. Ira Allen, Clerk.

21. Voted, That Nathaniel Robinson, Esq., Mr. Solomon
Phelps and Col° William Marsh be a Committee to go to the
Clerk of the County Committee of Safety for this county and get
the records of s Committee concerning sending Delegates to the
Convention of the State of New York.

8% Voted, That Mr. Ebenezer Hoisington, Mr. Joshua Webb,
Capt. Ira Allen, Capt. William Fitch and Doct. Reuben Jones be
a Committee to draw a plan for further proceedings of this Con-
vention ; and make a report as soon as may be.

4t Voted, To adjourn this Convention till 8 o’clock to mor-
row morning, to be held at this place.

THURSDAY MORNING, 8 o’clock.

Meeting opened according to adjournment.
5t Voted, To adjourn this meeting one hour at this place.

Meeting opened according to adjournment.

6t Voted, That Doct* Reuben Jones and Col® William Marsh
be a Committee to invite Capt. Clay and Doct® Day to sit with
this Convention as spectators.

Tth- Voted, To adjourn this Convention till 8 o’clock to morrow
morning, at this place.

Fripay MogrNING, 8 o’clock.
Meeting opened according to adjournment.

REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE OF PROCEEDINGS.

It is the opinion of this Committee that, by the reasons of the
incursions of the Enemy, and that the Militia of this State have
lately been called, and are now going to the relief of their dis-
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tressed Brethren at Ticonderoga, and the Northern frontiers of
this State, and that several of the Members of this Convention
are more immediately called on to the relief of their families, &e.,
which has so far taken up our attention, and the attention of the
People at large, that we have not collected the full sentiments of
the People.

It is not proper, therefore, to proceed to complete the Petition
to the Hon"¢ the Grand Council of the United States of America,
or to fill up the Committee for the purpose of delivering s Pe-
tition.

That an answer be made to a Pamphlet dated the 2 October,
1776, and sent from the Hon"e the Provincial Congress of the
State of New-York to the County of Cumberland, and with s? an-
swer a Pamphlet setting forth the advantages that would arise to
the people at large on the district of the New-Hampshire Grants,
by forming into a separate State, be wrote, printed and communi-
cated to the inhabitants as soon as may be.?!

That a Manifesto be put in the public newspapers setting forth
the reasons, in easy terms, why we choose not to connect with
New-York.?

The aforesaid report is humbly presented to the House by

Order of the Committee.
‘W, Firen, Chairman.

8- Voted, To accept the above report.

9th-  Voted, That a petition be drawn to send to the Hon™¢ Pro-
vincial Congress of the State of New-York, requesting their
approbation for the district of the New-Hampshire Grants to form
themselves into a State separate from N. York.

10 Voted, That Col® William Marsh, Capt. lra Allen and
Mr. Solomon Phelps be a Committee to make the above writings.

11 Poted, That Major Abijah Lovejoy, Col® Wm. Marsh,
Capt. Ira Allen, Col° Jacob Bailey, Mr. Solomon Phelps, Major
Joseph Tyler, Col° Benjamin Carpenter, Mr. Benjamin Emmons,
Mzr. Elijah Olcott, Doct. Reuben Jones, and Mr. Daniel Jewett be
a Committee to go through Cumberland and Gloucester Counties
to carry the proceedings of this Convention and to complete get-

! This pamphlet, entitled “ Miscellaneous Remarks,” etc., was prepared
by Ira ALLEN, and circulated the ensuing spring, with the printed letter
of Dr. THoMAS YOUNG. See H. Hall’s Vt., p. 236, 237, 243, 244, 1t is
copied into this volume—post.

(* For this manifesto see .Am. Archives, 5th Series, Vol. 11, p. 1300.
See also H. Hall's V., p.236.)
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ting the Associations formed by this Convention signed and col-
Jected to the Clerk of this Convention at their next sitting.

12t Voted, That it be and it is hereby recommended to cach
Member of this Convention to assist the above Committee as much
as in them lies.

18 Voted, That Doct. Jonas Fay be added to the Committee
to make the above Petition.

140 Voted, That Solomon Phelps write a letter to Col® Jacob
Bailey, desiring him to assist the above Committee.

15%- Voted, To adjourn this Convention to the third Wednes-
day of January next at 10 o’clock in the Morning, to be held at
this place.

JosepH BOWKER, Chairman.

Attest, Ira ALLEN, Clerk.

A true copy from the original.

THE WESTMINSTER CONVENTION

OF JANUARY 15, 1777.

Of the proceedings of this convention, which declared

- the New Hampshire Grants an independent state, that

Jan. 15, Part of the following journal which ends with the words

“11%. Poted, N. C. D.,to accept the above report,” is

found in Slade’s State Papers,page 68 to 70. The residue of the
journal is from the manuscript of the Hon. James H. PHELPs.

N. HAMPSHIRE GRANTS, Convention
WestMINSTER Court HoUsk, January 16th, 1777, } opened accord-
ing to adjournment. Present the following Members :
Capt. JosepH BOWKER in the Chair.
15t Voted, Doct. REUBEN JONES, Clerk, P. Tempore.

Benning- Nathan Clark, Esq., Colchester, Capt. Ira Allen.
Capt. John Burnham. Capt. J h Bowk
J;m’ Mr. Nathan Clark, Jun. |futland, { ngt. }f:,‘i}’an A(ﬁnén(.ar,
an- : i Dum-"_§ Lt. Leonard Spaulding
Lieut. Martin Powell. v eonard spauldin
chester, } tout. Sartm merston, {Lt. Dennis Lockland.
Castleton, Capt. John Hall. West- Nathan’l ]E{,()binson7 Esq.’
Williston, Col. Thomas Chittenden, | minster, | Mr. Joshua Webb.
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Towns- Wood-
hend, }Capt. Saml. Fletcher. stock,

Chester, Col. Thomas Chandler. Norwich { Maj. Thomas Moredock,

Rocking- { Dr. Reuben Jones, Mr. Jacob Burton.

] Lieut. Moses Wricht. By a letter from said town
v, 1o, Hoses Wrlg Pomfret, { voting for a new state.

Windsor, Mr. Eben. Hosington. Barnard, By ditto and ditto.
Hartford, Mr. Stephen Tilden. Royalton, By ditto and ditto.

} Mr. Benjamin Emmons.

2% Voted, To adjourn this convention to eight o’clock to mor-
row morning at this place.

THURSDAY, eight o’clock.

Convention opened according to adjournment.

Major-Josiah Williams and lieutenant Nathaniel Seeley from
Pownal took their seats. )

34 Voted, That Dr. Reuben Jones be an assistant clerk to
Capt. Ira Allen, he at this time being present.

4™ Voted, That Lieut. Leonard Spaulding, Mr. Ebenezer Hos-
ington and Major Thomas Moredock be a committee to examine
into the numbers that have voted for the district of the New Hamp-
shire Grants to be a separate state from New York, and how
many are known to be against it, and make report to this conven-
tion as soon as may be,

REPORT OF SAID COMMITTEE.

“We find by examination that more than three-fourths of the
people in Cumberland and Gloucester counties, that have acted,
are for a new state ; the rest we view as neuters.

By order of the convention,
EBENEZER HoSINGTON, Chairman.”

5% Voted, to adjourn this convention one hour, at this place.

Convention opened at time and place.

6% Voted, N. . D., That the district of land commonly called
and known by the name of New-Hampshire Grants, be a new
and separate state ; and for the future conduct themselves as such.

T Voted, That Nathan Clark, Esq., Mr. Ebenezer Hosington,
Capt. John Burnham, Mr. Jacob Burton, and Col. Thomas Chit-
tenden, be a committee to prepare a draught for a declaration, for
a new and separate state ; and report to this convention as soon
as may be be.

8™ Voted, That Capt. Ira Allen, Col. Thomas Chandler, Doc-
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tor Reuben Jones, Mr. Stephen Tilden, and Mr. Nathan Clark,
jun., be a committee to draw a plan for further proceedings; and
report to this convention as soon as may be.

9t Voted to adjourn this meeting to eight o’clock to-morrow
morning at this place.

Friday morning, convention opened according to adjournment.
The committee appointed to bring in a draught of a declaration,
setting forth the right the inhabitants of that district of land, com-
monly called and known by the name of the New-Hampshire
Grants, have, to form themselves into a state or independent gov-
ernment, do make the following report to the honorable convention
convened at Westminster, January 15% A. D. 1777, viz.

To the hon¥ convention of representatives from the several
towns on the west and east side of the range of Green Mountains,
within the New-Hampshire Grants, in convention assembled :
Your committee, to whom was referred the form of a declaration

setting forth the right the inhabitants of said New Hampshire

Grants have, to form themselves into a separate and independent

state, or government, beg leave to report viz.:

" Rigar 1. That whenever protection is withheld, no allegiance

is due, or can of right be demanded.

24 That whenever the lives and properties of a partof a com-
munity have been manifestly aimed at by either the legislative or
executive authority of such community, necessity requires a sepa-
ration. Your committee are of opinion that the foregoing has,
for many years past, been the conduct of the monopolizing land
traders of the colony of New-York; and that they have been
not only countenanced, but encouraged, by both the legislative
and executive authorities of the said state or colony. Many overt
acts, in evidence of this truth, are so fresh in the minds of the
members, that it would be needless to name them.

And whereas the Congress of the several states did, in said
Congress, on the fifteenth day of May, A.D. 1776, in a similar
case, pass the following resolution, viz. *“Resolved, That it be
recommended to the respective assemblies and conventions of the
United Colonies where no government, sufficient to the exigencies
of their affairs, has been heretofore established, to adopt such
government as shall, in the opinion of the representatives of the
people, best conduce to the happiness and safety of their constit-
uents in particular, and of America in general,”—Your commit-
tee, having duly deliberated on the continued conduct of the
authority of New-York, before recited, and on the equitableness on
which the aforesaid resolution of Congress was founded, and con-
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sidering that a just right exists in this people to adopt measures
for their own security, not only to enable them to secure their
rights Bgainst the usurpations of Great-Britain, but also against
that of New-York, and the several other governments claiming
jurisdiction of this territory, do offer the following declaration,
viz.:

This Convention, whose members are duly chosen by the free
voice of their constituents in the several towns, on the New-
Hampshire Grants, in public meeting assembled, in our own names,
and in behalf of our constituents, do hereby proclaim and publicly
declare that the district of territory comprehending and usually
known by the name and description of the New Hampshire Grants,
of right ought to be, and is hereby declared forever hereafter to
be considered as a separate, free and independent jurisdiction or
state ; by the name, and forever hereafter to be called, known and
distinguished by the name of NEw CoNNECTICUT; [ ? ] and
that the inhabitants that at present are, or that hereafter may be-
come resident, cither by procreation or emigration, within said
territory, shall be entitled to the same privileges, immunities and
enfranchisements as are allowed ; and on such condition, and in
the same manner, as the present inhabitants in future shall or
may enjoy ; which are, and forever shall be considered, to be such
privileges and immunities to the free citizens and denizens as are,
or, at any time hereafter, may be allowed to any such inhabitants
of any of the free and independent states of America; And that
such privileges and immunities shall be regulated in a bill of
rights, and by a form of government, to be established at the next
adjourned session of this convention.

10%- Voted, N. C. D., to accept the above declaration.

To the honorable the chairman and gentlemen of the convention,
your committee appointed to take into consideration what is fur-
ther necessary to be transacted at the present convention, beg leave
to report, viz.

That proper information be given to the honorable Continental

Congress of the United States of America, of the reasons why

the New-Hampshire grants have bcen declared a free state, and

! Here, in the copy in Slade’s State Papers, the words alias Vermont
are inserted ; but that they could not have been in the original declara-
tion appears from the subsequent use of the name New Connecticut
alone, and from the proceedings in the convention of the 4th of June
following, when the name was changed to Vermont. I. Allen’s Vt., p. 79,
and H. Hall's Vt., p. 239, 297.
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pray the said Congress to grant said state a representation in Cong-
gress ; and that agents be appointed to transfer the same to the said
Congress, or the committee be filled up that are already appointed,
and that a committee be appointed to draw the draught: That a
committee of war be appointed on the east side of the mountains,
to be in conjunction with the committee of war on the west side
of the mountains, to act on all proper occasions: That some suit-
able measures be taken to govern our internal policy for the time
being, until more suitable measures can be taken ; that some. suit-
able way be taken to raise a sum of money to defray the ex-
pences of the agents that are to go to Congress; and for printing
the proceedings of the convention, which, we are of opinion, ought
to be printed. All which is humbly submitted to the convention,
by your committee.
By order of the Committee,
TroMAS CHANDLER, Chairman.”

118 Voted, IN. C. D., to accept the above report.

12™ Voted, That the Declaration of New Connecticut be in-
serted in the News Papers.

138%™ Voted, That Captain Heman Allen, Col° Thomas Chan-
dler, and Nathan Clark, Esq., be a Committee to prepare the
Declaration for the Press as soon as may be.

14t Voted, That Doct. Jonas Fay, Col° Thomas Chittenden,
Doct. Reuben Jones, Col® Jacob Bailey, and Capt. Heman Allen
be the Delegates to carry the remonstrance and Petition to the
Hon"e Continental Congress and further to negociate Business in
behalf of New Connecticut.

[15%  There is no fifteenth vote in the record. Mr. PHELPS
suggests that, probably through inattention, Dr. Fay did not desig-
nate any vote of this convention by the number 15.]

16" Voted, That Major Thomas Chandler, Mr. Stephen Til-
den, Mr. Ebenezer Hoisington, Mr. Joshua Webb, Lieut. Dennis
Lockland, Mr. Jotham Biglow, Col® Thomas Johnson, Mr. Elijah
Gates and Nicholas White, be a Committee of War to act in con-
junction with the Committee of War already chosen.

17" Voted, That it is recommended to each town in Cumber-
land and Gloucester Counties to choose new Committees of Safety
where the Towns are disaffected with the Committees; and in
other Towns to let the Committees stand for the time Being.

18- Voted, That Capt. Heman Allen, Doct. Jonas Fay, Mr.
Joshua Webb, and Major Thomas Moredock be a Committee to
procure each one hundred dollars for to defray the expenses of
the delegates that are appointed to go to the Continental Congress,
according to the report of the Committee of Proceedings.

6
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19 Voted, That Mr. Ebenezer Hoisington, Mr. Benj* Em-
monds, Lieut. Leonard Spaulding, and Mr. Stephen Tilden be a
Committee to draw a letter forbidding the Delegates from Cum-
berland County sitting in the Hon"® Provincial Congress of the
State of New York.

20t Voted, That the Committee that are to make the above
Draught are empowered to annex the Chairman’s name by order
of the Convention.

21t Voted, That it is the ardent wish of this Convention that
each Town in this State would send Delegate or Delegates to the
Convention at their next sitting. Those Towns that have not
chose any to choose and send.

LETTER AS PER NINETEENTH VOTE.

WESTMINSTER, 17% Janv, 1777.

Gentlemen :—The General Convention consisting of Delegates
from the several Counties and Towns through the tract of Land
known by the name of the New Hampshire Grants have met ac-
cording to adjournment at Westminster the 16™ inst., and have
resolved and declared the above District of Land shall hereafter
be a distinet State or Government, and the Inhabitants thereof
have full authority to make such laws as they shall from time to
time think fit.

The said Convention therefore desire and request that you will
on sight hereof withdraw yourselves from the Convention of the
State of New York, and appear there no more in the character of
Representatives for the County of Cumberland ; as you were not
chosen by a Majority of the people at large.

Gentlemen I am your most obedient
Hum"® Servant,
EBEnEzZER HoisiNgTON, Chairman Sub-Committee.
Messrs. John Sessions and Simon Stephens.
By order of Convention,
Josern BowkEer, Chairman.

224 Poted, To adjourn this Convention to the first Wednesday
of June next to be held at the Meeting-House in Windsor at nine
o’clock in the forenoon.

By order of Convention,
JoserH BOWKER, Chairman.

Attest, TRA ALLEN, Clerk.

A true copy from the original.
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THE DECLARATION AND PETITION TO CONGRESS.

The following declaration and petition, in accordance with the
resolutions of the convention of the 15th of January, announcing
the territory of the New Hampshire Grants to be a free and inde-
pendent State, was presented to the Continental Congress, by the
Committee appointed for that purpose, on the 8th of April, 1777 :

To the Honorable the Continental Congress :—

The declaration and petition of that part of North America, sit-
uate south of Canada line, west of Connecticut river, north of the
Massachusetts Bay, and east of a twenty mile line from Hudson’s
river, containing about one hundred and forty-four townships, of
the contents of six miles square, each, granted your petitioners by
the authority of New-Hampshire, besides several grants made by
the authority of New-York, and a quantity of vacant land, humbly
sheweth,

That your petitioners, by virtue of several grants made them
by the authority aforesaid, have, many years since, with their fam-
ilies, become actual settlers and inhabitants of said described
premises ; by which it is now become a respectable frontier to three
nelghbormg states, and is of great importance to our common bar-
rier Tyconderoga ; as it has furnished the army there with much
provisions, and can muster more than five thousand hardy soldiers
capable of bearing arms in defence of American liberty :

That shortly after your petitioners began their settlements, a
party of land-jobbers, in the city and state of New-York, began to
claim the lands, and took measures to have them declared to be
within that jurisdiction :

That on the 20 day of July, 1764, the king of Great-Britain
did pass an order in council, extending the jurisdiction of New-
York government to Connecticut river, in consequence of a repre-
sentation made by the late lieutenant governor Colden, that for
the convenience of trade, and administration of justice, the inhalb-
itants were desirous of being annexed to that state :

That on this alteration of jurisdiction, the said licutenant gov-
ernor Colden did grant several tracts of land in the above des-
cribed limits, to certain persons living in the state of New York,
which were, at that time, in the actual possession of your petition-
ers; and under color of the lawful authority of said state, did
proceed against your petitioners, as lawless intruders upon the
crown lands in their province. This produced an application to
the king of Great Britain from your petitioners, setting forth their
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claims under the government of New-Hampshire, and the disturb-
ance and interruption they had suffered from said post claimants,
under New-York. And on the 24™ day of July, 1767, an order
was passed at St. James’s, prohibiting the governors of New-York,
for the time being, from granting any part of the described prem-
ises, on pain of incurring his Majesty’s highest displeasure. Nev-
ertheless the same lieutenant governor Colden, governors Dun-
more and Tryon, have, each and every of them, in their respective
turns of administration, presumed to violate the said royal order,
by making several grants of the prohibited premises, and counte-
nancing an actual invasion of your petitioners, by force of arms,
to drive them off from their possessions.

The violent proceedings, (with the solemn declaration of the
supreme court of New-York, that the charters, conveyances, &c.
of your petitioners’ lands, were utterly null and void,) on which
they were founded, reduced your petitioners to the disagreeable
necessity of taking up arms, as the only means left for the security
of their possessions. The consequence of this step was the pass-
ing twelve acts of outlawry, by the legislature of New-York, on
the ninth day of March, 1774 ; which were not intended for the
state in general, but only for the part of the countics of Albany
and Charlotte, viz. such parts thereof asare covered by the New-
Hampshire charters.

Your petitioners having had no representative in that assembly,
when these acts were passed, they first came to the knowledge of
them by public papers, in which they were inserted. By these,
they were informed, that if three or more of them assembled to-
gether to oppose what said assembly called legal authority, that
such as should be found assembled, to the number of three or more,
should be adjudged felons: And that,in case they, or any of them,
should not surrender himself or themselves to certain officers ap-
pointed for the purpose of securing them, after a warning of seventy
days, that then it should be lawful for the respective judges of
the supreme court of the province of New-York, to award execu-
tion of Death, the same as though he or they had been attainted
before a proper court of judicatory. These laws were cvidently
calculated to intimidate your petitioners into a tame surrender of
their rights, and such a state of vassalage, as would entail misery
on their latest posterity.

It appears to your petitioners, that an infringement on their
rights is still meditated by the state of New-York; as we find that
in their general convention at Harlem, the second day of August
last, it was unanimously voted, ¢ That all quit-rents, formerly due
and owing to the crown of Great-Britain within this state, are now
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due and owing to this convention, or such future government as
may hercafter be established in this state.”

By a submission to the claims of New-York your petitioners
would be subjected to the payment of two shillings and six pence
sterling on every hundred acres annually ; which, compared with
the quit-rents of Livingston’s, Phillips’s, and Ransalear’s manors,
and many other enormous tracts in the best situations in the state,
would lay the most disproportionate share of the public expense on
your petitioners, in all respects the least able to bear it.

The convention of New-York have now nearly completed a
code of laws, for the future government of that state ; which, should
they be attempted to be put in execution, will subject your peti-
tioners to the fatal necessity of opposing them by every means in
their power.

When the declaration of the honorable the Continental Con-
gress, of the fourth of July last past, reached your petitioners,
they communicated it throughout the whole of their district ; and
being properly apprized of the proposed meeting, delegates from
the several counties and towns in the district, described in the
preamble to this petition, did meet at Westminster in said district,
and after several adjournments for the purpose of forming them-
selves, into a distinct and separate state, did make and publish a
declaration, ¢¢that they would, at all times thereafter, consider
themselves as a free and independent state, capable of regulating
their own internal police, in all and every respect whatsoever ;
and that the people, in the said described district, have the sole,
exclusive right of governing themselves in such a manner and
form as they, in their wisdom, should choose; not repugnant to
any resolves of the honorable the Continental Congress.” And
for the mutual support of each other in the maintenance of the
freedom and independence of said district or separate state, the
said delegates did jointly and severally pledge themselves to each
other, by all the ties that are held sacred among men, and resolve
and declare that they were at all times ready, in conjunction with
their brethren of the United States, to contribute their full pro-
portion towards maintaining the present just war against the fleets
and armies of Great-Britain.

To convey this declaration and resolution to your honorable
body, the grand representatives of the United States, were we
(your more immediate petitioners) delegated by the united and
unanimous voices of the representatives of the whole body of the
settlers on the described premises, in whose name and behalf, we
humbly pray, that the said declaration may be received, and the
district described therein be ranked by your honors, among the
free and American states, and delegates therefrom admitted to
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seats in the grand Continental Congress; and your petitioners as
in duty bound shall ever pray. .
New-Hampshire Grants, Westminster, Jan. 15th, 1777.
Jonas Fay,
Signed by order, and in be- ) THoMAS CHITTENDEN,
half of said inhabitants, | HEMAN ALLEN,
REUBEN JONES.

THE REVISED DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.

The following is the declaration of independence as  prepared
for the press,” by the committee appointed for that purpose in obe-
dience to the 12th and 18th votes of the January Convention. It
was published in the Connecticut Courant of March 17,1777, and
was not satisfactory to the subsequent convention of the 4th of
June, for the reason that it omitted to state the causes for the sep-
aration from New York, as will be seen by the proceedings of that
body.

VERMONT’S DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCE.

In Convention of the representatives from the several counties
and towns of the New Hampshire Grants, holden at Westminster,
January 15, 1777, by adjournment.

W hereas the Honorable the Continental Congress did, on the
4t day of July last, declare the United Colonies in America to be
free and independent of the crown of Great Britain; which dec-
laration we most cordially acquiesce in: And whereas by the said
declaration the arbitrary acts of the crown are null and void, in
America, consequently the jurisdiction by said crown granted
to New York government over the people of the New Hampshire
Grants is totally dissolved :

We therefore, the inhabitants, on said tract of land, are at pres-
ent without law or government, and may be truly said to be in a
state of nature; consequéntly a right remains to the people of
said Grants to form a government best suited to secure their prop-
erty, well being and happiness. We the delegates from the sev-
eral counties and towns on said tract of land, bounded as follows :
South on the North line of Massachusetts Bay ; East on Connecti-
cut river; North on Canada line; West as far as the New Hamp-
shire Grants extends:

After several adjournments for the purpose of forming ourselves
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into a distinct separate state, being assembled at Westminster,
do make and publish the following Declaration, viz. :

“That we will, at all times hereafter, consider ourselves as a
free and independent state, capable of regulating our internal
police, in all and every respect whatsoever—and that the people
on said Grants have the sole and exclusive and inherent right of
ruling and governing themselves in such manner and form as in
their own wisdom they shall think proper, not inconsistent or re-
pugnant to any resolve of the Honorable Continental Congress.

“ Furthermore, we declare by all the ties which are held sacred
among’ men, that we will firmly stand by and support one another
in this our declaration of a state, and in endeavoring as much as
in us lies, to suppress all unlawful routs and disturbances whatever.
Also we will endeavor to secure to every individual his life, peace
and property against all unlawful invaders of the same.

“Lastly we hereby declare, that we are at all times ready, in
conjunction with our brethren in the United States of America, to
do our full proportion in maintaining and supporting the just war
against the tyranical invasions of the ministerial fleets and armies,
as well as any other foreign enemies, sent with express purpose to
murder our fellow brethren, and with fire and sword to ravage our
defenceless country.

“The said state hereafter to be called by the name of NEw Cox-
NECTICUT.”

Extract from the minutes.
Ira ALLEN, Clerk.

THE WINDSOR CONVENTION

Or JUNE 4, 1777.

Of this convention no full journal has been found,

though the record of a portion of its proceedings has

June4, leen preserved. It was held by adjournment from the

convention of the preceding 15th of January. Only

the following accounts of its proceedings (numbered one to five)
have been obtained.
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I. NEwsPAPER NOTICE FOR ITS ASSEMBLING.

In the Connecticut Courant of the 14th of April, 1777, the fol-
lowing notice appears:

In convention of the representatives from the several counties
and towns in the New Hampshire Grants holden at Westminster
15% January 1777, by adjournment, voted unanimously—

“That it is the ardent wish of this convention that each town in
the district would send a delegate or delegates to the next sitting
of this convention, those towns that have not chosen any delegates
to choose and send. This convention is adjourned to the first
Wednesday of June next, to be held at the meeting-house Windsor,
at nine o’clock in the morning.”

Extract from the minutes.
IrA AvLEN, Clerk.
*« Nonresidents, that have a desire to attend the above con-
vention, are hereby notified of the same. Said convention was
formed to govern the internal police of said district, and if thought
proper to form said district into a state.

II. ORGANIZATION AND LisT oF MEMBERS.
From the manuscript of the Hon. James H. PHELPS.

New HaMPSHIRE GRANTS (alias)
New CoNNECTICUT ; WINDSOR, June 4™ 1777.
Convention opened according to Adjournment.

PRESENT THE FOLLOWING MEMBERS :
Capt. JoserH BOKWER in the Chair.
15t Poted, Lieutenant Martin Powell, Assistant Clerk.

( Nathan Clark, Esq. A Cagpt. William Fitch
Benning- | Mr. Simeon IIathav’va, Pawlet, Capt. Jonathan Willard.
ton, | Capt. John Burnham, Wells, ~ Mr. Caleb Smith.
L Doct. Jonas ].Z‘ay Poultney, Capt. Zebediah Dewey.
Shafts- % Maj()g_J eremiah Clark, Castle- By a letter from s Town
bury, Mr. Gideon Olin. tonc acquiescing in forming a
Arling- {Capt.Ebenezer\Villough- ’ New State,
Py wH - -
ton, Mr. Abel Benedict. [by, bc{ﬁlbz,{)on {Mr. Jesse Churchill.
Sunder- § Lieut. Joseph Bradley, R .
land, { Mr. Eli Bronson. Dcm.by, Capt. William Gage.
Man~ § Mr. Thomas Bull, “lTOIZ;;L { Capt. Ebenezer Allen.
chester, | Lieut. Martin Powell. ’ (Benj Spenc .
e neer, jor
Dorset, ~ Mr. Cephas Kent. Claren- VVhi]teﬁ%Id I‘oot } Part.
Rupert, Doct. Gaius Smith, don, iJ oseph Smith, Minor
1 Mr. Moses Robinson. Stephen Place, } Part.
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Lt. John Southerland
Lutland, { Capt. Joseph Bowker.

Pittsford, Capt. Jon* Fassett.

Neshobee, Capt. Josiah Powers.!
Whiting, Capt. Josiah Powers.!
Cornwall, Mr. Gamaliel Painter.

Colches- § Capt. Ira Allen,
ter, | Capt. Heman Allen.

Williston, Col®° Thomas Chittenden.
wil- . Yom.

mington, -{LII. W= Mellen.

Halifax, Doct W= Hill.

Guilford { Col° Benj* Carpenter,
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Maj* Joel Matthews,

Hertford Mr. W= Gallup.

Wood-
stock,

Haxrtford

Mr. Benj* Emmonds.

Col° Joseph Marsh,
Mr. Stephen Tilden.

John Throop, [Esq.
John Winchester thm

{
3
{
{
{ Mr. Asa Whitcomb,
!
{
i

Pomfret,

Barnard £ 31" Asa Chandler,

Col°* Peter Olcott,
Norwich £ Maj* Thomas Mor edock,
Mr. Jacob Burton.

Joel Marsh, Esq.

Sharon, 4 y\py.

Daniel Gllbelt

1 Capt. John Barney. Kent, Mr. Edward Aiken.
blg :Ccﬁ]lz: {Lt. Israel Smith. CC%?Z:' Capt. John Coffrin.

Touns- § yr.. 1. Bromley, Capt. William Utley.

- Mr. John Dyer. 4

hend, (*T IO BYer Thetford, Lt. Abner Chamberlain.

D um- { Lt. Leonard Spaulding. |Strafford, Mr. Frederick Smith.
merston. . Fairlee, Mr. Amos Woodworth.
Putney, Mr. Dennis Lockland. Moor Doct. Bildad Andross

- . ,

. WeSt- {Nathl Robinson, Esq. town, {MI‘. Benj* Baldwin.

manster, Coringh. § . BY @ letter acquiescing
Ii(;ckmg-j Doct. Reuben Jones. Tt {in a State.

y vam, - New- §Mr. John G. D. Bailey,
Chester,  Lt. Jabez Sargent. bury, 1 Capt. Robert Johnson.
Windsor, Mr.Ebenezer Hoisington | Reading, Mr. Andrew Spear.?

ITII.  FurrtHER PROCEEDINGS—NAME ¢ VERMONT.”

The following account of the further proccedings of this con-
vention of June 4, 1777, is found in the Connecticut Courant of
June-30, 1777 :

1 One of these is Capt. Jeremiah Powers. See page 51.
2 Here ends the manuscript of Mr. PHELPS, to which he appends the
words :

“Copied from the original record November 18th, 19th and 20th, 1862,
by JayMEs H. PurLps. ”

The record from which Mr. Phelps’ copy was taken was certified by
Jonas Fay, the standing clerk of the conventions. It was only tempo-
rarily in the possession of Mr, Phelps, and is not known to be now in
existence.

7
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STATE OF VERMONT,
In General Convention, Windsor, June 4, 1777. §

Whereas, This convention did at their session in Westminster,
the 15* day of January last, among other things, declare the dis-
trict of land commonly called and known by the name of the New
Hampshire Grants, to be “a free and independent state capable
of regulating their own internal police in all and every respect
whatsoever, and that it should thereafter be known by the name
of NEw CoNNEcCTICUT :”

And whereas, By mere accident, or through mistake, the said
declaration alone was published in the Connecticut Courant, No.
634, dated March 17%™ 1777, without assigning the reasons which
impelled the inhabitants to such separation :

And whereas, This convention have been informed that a dis-
trict of land lying on the Susquehanna river, has been heretofore
and is now known by the name of New Connecticut, which was
unknown to them until sometime since the declaration at West-
minster aforesaid ; and as it would be inconvenient in many res-
pects for two separate districts on this continent to bear the same
name :

Resolved, Therefore, unanimously, that the said district de-
scribed in the preamble to the declaration at Westminster, afore-
said, shall now hereafter be called and known by the name of
'VERMONT.

And whereas, The whole body of members which compose this
convention, consisting of the following persons, viz.:

Capt. Joseph Bowker, President. Mr. Israel Smith,

Mr. Simeon Hathaway, Mr. Dennis Lockland,
Dr. Jonas Fay, Secretary, Mr. Joshua Webb,
Mr. Gideon Olin, Mr. Jabez Sargeant,

Mr. Abel Benedict,
Mzr. Eli Brownson,

Mr. Thom