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PREFACE.

A rrrvive at Venice in January, 1820, in fny way to the
East, I found there my friend, Mr. Barnard Hanbury,
preparing for an antiquarian visit to Egypt and Nubia,
and an attempt to penetrate as far as Dongola: my
own intentiqﬁs were then limited to some months of
wandering in Greece and Asia Minor+ however, 1
entéred gradually into the plans of my friend: and,
after passing the spring, and most of the summer, in
Greece, we arrived at Alexandria about the middle of
August. We received. there the confirmation of a
report, which we had previously heard, that an expe-
dition had left Cairo, whose object was the reduction
of the countries above the Second Cataract. This
seemed to present a fortunate opportunity of carrying
into effect those designs, of which the success must



v PREFACE.

otherwise have been very uncertain; and we deter-
mined to follow the army. We mentioned our inten-
tion to Mahommed Ali Pasha, ahd, without giving
us much encouragement, he, at least, offered no
objection.

We were presented to him by our Consul, Mr.
Peter Lee; a gentleman whose occupations as pro-
tector of the commerce of his country, do not pre-
vent him from encouraging the pursuits, and assist-
ing the exertions, of mere travellers: unassuming in
manners, and free from all ostentation and parade of
unmeaning professions, he has a pleasure in the exer-
cise of that useful and real civility, which we expe-
rienced, in common with many others, and for which
we are delighted to acknowledge our obligation.

We proceeded, without loss of time, to the Second
Cataract ; examining, in our way, the various objects
of curiosity that are scattered along the banks of the
Nile. We allowed ourselves one only delay; and it
was to receive the hospitality of another Englishman:
the name and character of Mr. Brine, of Rhadamone,
is well known to all who have visited- Egypt, and to
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.many who have not; for travellers recollect with gra-
titude, and talk with pleasure; of kindnesses received
in a strange land. - That gentléman entered into our
plans with great warmth and interest; and finding
"that we had no Turk of our party, nor any recom-
mendation to any officer in the Turkish army, he
furnished us with a letter to the Second in Command,
his former neighbour and friend : without which, our
difficulties in reaching the army would have been
considerably increased, and our reception there very
uncertain. This was only one of many friendly
‘offices, for which we are indebted to the generous
spirit and English heart of Mr. Brine.

We arrived, in due time, at Wady Halfa ; and
there commenced, and there concluded, the journey,
of which, the present “ Journal” contains, perhaps,
too full an account. Our previous, and our subsequent,
travels were confined to countries already well de-
scribed : but, above the Second Cataract, Burckhardt
only had succeeded in following the Nile as far as
Tinareli; of the countries beyond there, which our
good fortune enabled us to examine, little was known
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except from hearsay. Our curiosity had just before .
received an additional excitement, from some inform-
ation obtained by us, of ancient ruins existing at a
place called Merawe : we flattered ourselves with the
hope of discovering there the remains of the capital -
“of Ethiopia.

I have already mentioned, that the credit of the
original plan of our expedition is entirely due to
Mr. Hanbury. We kept separate journals during its
continuance ; and both have been consulted in the
composition of this book. The lot of authorship has

fallen only upon me ; and 1 already feel that this is
far from being an enviable distinction.

G. W
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JOURNAL.
OF A VISIT TO SOME PARTS OF
ETHIOPIA.

weo. IN the morning early, Mr Hanbury and Viay
Nov.10-  arrived in our cangee at the Shoonah, or Turkish,
gazine, of Wady Halfa, and lost no time in landing to pey
respects to the officer commanding there. We presented
firmans to him, and informing him that we had letters
Abdin Cacheff, Governor of Diéngola®; requested him to for-
us tp the army. The ¢ Aga @f th Cataracte™ answered, ..
great civility, that, as in his orders to facilitate the advanob
who might require his assistance, there was no exception ags’
Christians, he would provide six camels for us, (the number
wished,) by to-morrow morning. In reply to our inquiries s*
the length of the journey and the state of the country, he as:..
us that it is eight easy days, footspace, to Déngola; that
country is tich and full of villages, and all kinds of provisic

* Abdin will be well recollected as Cacheff of Minioh by all English trave'
m Egypt, of whom none ever presented themselves to bit without experier
his hospitality.

n ]
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" Horses, and camels ; that we shall find, from time to time, shoo
nahs and fbmes, the travelling being equally good on beth side:
of the river, and the ‘country sofine that we ‘shall; probably
choose to remam somé time there. The dromedaries we take here
are to earry us for three or four days, and then his brother Agas
who are to be advised of our approach are to furnish us witk
fresh ones, as well as with all other articles of necessity or conve.
mence that we may happen to require. We were. a good deal
surpnsed to hear all this, yet the authority seemed so good, and
the waccount was so flattering, that we determined to believe
nbove half of it, and accordingly packed up a number of books

‘a«nd other luxuries, and considered ourselves. as about to set out

on a party of pleasure. In the evening a Turkish nobleman,
named Mahommed Effendi, arrived express in nineteen days
from' Cairo' on his way also to the army. Some soldiers pro-
fesmng 0 beon their return from Déngola, . confirmed generally
the acéount of the Aga, and brought the information that Ismael
Pasha, with. the main body of the army was five days in advance
of Déng()ln, but that we should find Abdin Cacheff resukmt
A very mﬁmg presetit: satisfied the Aga’s clmms on
'our graﬁtude~ on receiving a flask of English pewder,
a penkmfe, and 4. pair bfrmrs, he protested that- there were
no three things of which he stood so much in need as those.

Nov ll

_Instead of the six camels prom1sed, five only were produced ;
howevér, we were yet in Yoo good spirits ‘to ‘quarrel with any
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body; about tem. o’clock we mounted and commenced our ex-
pedition,*in search of the ruins of MemOurparty was not
numeroys; it consisted of ourselves; our dragoman; James Curtin,
a young Irishman, who had been some time with Mr. Belzoni, and
who is mentioned with praise in Mr. Legh's Account of the
Journey to Wady Moosa ; a Maltese, named Giovanni Fiamingo,
who, besides other services, filled, when necessary, the hdn-ou;'-
able place of cook; and his Cousin Giuseppe, a fine lad of eigh-
teen or nineteen, who served under us as a kind of volunteer. All

three. spoke Arabic sa very well that we were sure, during the
whole journey, of having a good interpreter always at hand;
and in the first of them, a very general knowledge of modern
languages was united with much tact in the management of "the
natives, much zeal and personal courage, and a strong spirit of
adventure. A black slave belonging to the first physiciaxi of
Ismael Pasha, and on his way to join his master, iqcreés‘ed“_‘gur
number, which was completed by a young setter, brought w:th

us from Alexandria, and whom we had duly named Anubis. We
were escorted -for a short distance by the crew of aur cangee,
which we left at Wady Halfa till our return. As we were one

more.in number than our camels, which were also loaded with

our luggage, and as those sacred animals object under such cir-
eumstances to caprying double, James begen the journey on foot.

as_he was fated to end it. After the terrible accomnts of some
travellers 1 was surprised with the ease of the camel’s motion,

and the- facility afforded by his size for change of posmon, and,

B 2
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even repose. ‘The shoonah we quitted ‘is a little helow what is
called the Cataract, which is a suecession of rapids, like-that at
Asgouan; in three hours and a half ‘we arrived-at the one above
it. We were less struck by the scenery* than we had been at
the first Cataract ;- the rocks, though of the finest black granite,
appeared neither so large nor so picturesque. This may be because
we had in this case less oppurtunity of observing them closely,
as our road, though never far from the Nile, and seldom out
of sight of it, was yet never quite by the water-side. We saw
several acacia, and a few doum trees, but palms only at the
southern extremity. -

“On our arrival at the second shoonah we found Mahommed
Effendi seated under an acacia at dinner. We were not a little
surprised to be saluted by him in English, and invited in intel-
ligible French to share his pillaw and mishmish. We sat on the
same carpet with him, and when the officer in waiting would
have brought a separate one for the infidels, Mahommed assured |
him that weWere as great men as himself, and that we tra-
velled for pleasure, and not by order of government ; on hearing
whith, our Ababde camel-drivers, (as we were afterwards {old),
remarked very simply, that we took great pains for little profit s
because, ;go whete we might, we could - see nothing but: earth;
stone,"and ‘water. Mahommed Effendi was in England for a few
days, I believe on some pohtlcal nnaswn, at- the time of - the

* The wenery of the Catamcts ‘has been well knowp since the tm:e of S’q-abo, by
whom it is accuraterly described.—Lib. 17, p. 818, -y
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sailing of Lord Exmouth for Algiers ;: he had passed some months
at Paris; he was yvery affable, and even polite ; he professed some
knowledge of mineralogy, and was anxious-in his inquiries about
ores, with & view, as usual, to the discovery of some rich mines.
He told us that the Pasha once. offered ten boats manned by
his best soldiers, and armed with cannon to any one of his subjects
who would undertake to discover the sources of the Nile, and
that they answered him, « Of what wse would it be?” and by
this argument the most enlightened Turk in existence is repre-
sented to have been satisfied. -This was bad encouragement to
travellers and explorers who retained enough of their European
prejudices to fancy that all knowledge is useful. While we were
doing honour to the hospitality of Mahommed, he was himself
attentively examining a distant sand-bank with his telescope, a
very tolerable English onc; at last he called for his gun, also
made in London, gnd taking most deliberate aim fired point-
blank at the trunk of a tree, which he mistook for a crocodile
slumbering on the shore ; the ball, as might have been expected,
~ struck the water just half way ; he repeated this operation several
times with a rifle of ours, and precisely with the same effect,
and. as the supposed monster remained perfectly undisturbed, the
telescope was again directed to the spot, and he at last became
convinoed. of an error, which had. been long evident to the
utiassisted: eyes of the Axabs, It is well known, or generally
believed, that at Phile crocodiles are harmless; this is said not
‘ to be the case here, though the causes that are supposed sufficient
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1o produrce that. effoet. in: the one instance; exist: with exactly
the same force :in the other. A bank was shownto us, wheve
three were to be: seen-every morning at 6 certainchowr.: - ..

.1t is. worth remarking; that though Mahoramed's. canges 'is
of the smallest size, his Reiss dared not attempt te passit up
the Cataract at this season, while many large and heavy boats
‘of at least sixty feet by twelve or fourteen, had been got up
earlier, and generally with perfect safety. I think it certain,
that from the beginning of August to the middle of October,
the largest cangees may go up allthe Cataracts, as that of
Wady Halfa becomes xmpassahle some weeks. before any ‘of
those above it. . .

;. We left the noble Expmss repesing under his acacia, and pro-
wed,ad,. in forty-five minutes we paased several smiall heaps of
earth having the appearance of barrows which have been broken
up, .if they be not rather deposits brought down by the torrents
from the mountains, and in ane hour some islands, the-largest of
which is called Abdoum ; the Wady beyond it has the same name.
We met & party-of Tekﬁyme*,.each with his staff and bowl ; and
pear here Mahommed, with his servant and guide, on three Lgit
" dromedaries, passed us, and. pointing to some ;very mean mud
ruins, exclaimed with-an air of penetration; ¢ kci il y a-6té:une
trds grande ville.” He proceeded greatly satisfied with hisvemark;
and We §aW No more ofhrm. -In-three howrs we ‘haltedfor the

, T e 1 ol
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nighty-aftertravelling on: the whole gix heurs and an half. As
oneiof the party-wds abways.on foot, we made some: trials of our
rate of goiig, and decided: (what mibsequent-expériments always
mnﬁmad) that s loaded eamel’s ﬁwaunw pam is two miles nnd
Intwohmwsandﬁmtymmm wegotvm Sette
Hadp, where we regaled ourselves with. abundance of
geood mllk. We passed in our: way two or three uncidtivated
spots of - rich-soil; a proof ‘that. the govemment of Mahommed
Al is not.yet so severely felt by the natives here;.as by. their
brethren between the Cataracts. - A little farther on the guides
showed us the figure of an animal with a long curled-tail, badly
sculptured. en.a rock, perhaps the: scherzo of some ingenious
soldier ; and in one hour and. three quarters more we found
ourselves under the shade of some fine-trees. oppaéite the island
of Séres in Wady. fhras; the granite continues; and: the Nile,
broken by the rocks into a number of violent little -stresms,
preserves the scenery of the Cataracts. On the opposite western
bauk. the: sind comes nearly down to the water's edge. We
‘met: some. people:an.-asses; thirteen: days' from: Déngola. In
two. hours and.a half from:this' place we saw an: old’ Christian
church-on our right with arched doorand windows ;" thére were
other mud ruins about, and.an old-eastle on an-idand; in one
haur. more we entened: the: Adabet eb Benat; - w"'thb"‘ Vitgin's
Eaas, 50 named, as we were told, from its extreme ‘beauty.
The rocks are high and well broken; and often joined by sand

' Nov 12
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blown.. up to a great height between them. - The sunset
was red and fiery, the moon clouded, .and the sky un}isually
disturbed; a strong, though mild, wind served to increase our
enjoyment of the most English evening we had seen in the
east. ‘Thus we proceeded for two hours more, when my friend
being tired and a little unwell, expressed a wish. to stop for
the night; and though too far from the river to have any hope
of supper, we decided to sleep in the Pass. We dismounted in
the middle of a large sandy plain, and the place chosen for our
repose was a Burial Ground. We had no tent or any covering
whatever; however the night was warm and dewless, and the
sky agitated, but no longer threatening. The moon was just
bright enough to discover indistinctly the surrounding rocks;
the men and camels about us were soon as still as the dead
who were under us, and I have pleasure in recollecting that
alone awake among them, I would not at that moment have
exchanged my unsheltered couch on the bare sands, for all
that civilization could have offered me.

~In one hour, in direction 8. W. by S., the general
direction through the Pass, we descended +to the
Nile within hearing of a small Cataract, and in one hour and
ten minutes more we reached Barr el Hadjar, « The Place or
Road of Rocks.” One of the islands here contains an-old brick
castle, as do all the largest along the whole extent of the Batd
el Hadjar; they have been built, I have no -doubt, by the
natives merely as places of security for'their property agaimst

Nov. 18.
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the incursions of robbers, and not as. part -of any plan of ﬁﬁlitaxy
fortification of -the country; such castles-are still found, as will
be seen, in almost every village higher up theriver. The road
through the Pass, is in many places marked by small heaps of
stones ; they are placed at irregular intervals, but seem sufficient
guides for an Arab or & Nubian.. We then ascended again,
by a very bad road, and in one hour and a half enjoyed from
the top of the mountain the finest view I had yet had of the
Nile; it was visible at a great distance southward, winding
a;mong the black and broken rocks. In four hours and a quarter
from Barr el Hadjar we passed the Cataract of Ambigo; - a
great many ammunition-boats, some of them very large, were.
lying there waiting for a strong wind to carry them up the rapids.
It was very hot; there were no villages nor palms, nor were any
provisions to be procured ; we saw only one or two mud buildings -
on the shore and the islands. The granite in Wady Ambigo
is generally the red, and not the black, which has been hitherto
more prevalent. In three hours and a half from here we
reached Mattar el Hadjar, after passing, about half way, a large
stone castle on our right; our direction was from S. to S.W.
Near this place is the beginning of Wady Om Kan4sher.
New 14 In the course of the night our servants were dis-
. ..turbed by.a visit from the 'Ags of the Cataracts,
who had preceded is-on horseback to prepare the way for us (as
he said), but.more probably for Mahommed: Effendi. He was
now on his réturn, and pleading a severe fit of the colic, requested
| ' ¢
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to be dllowed to pay his vespeets: to-our.small: supply of-spirits.
'After s dteught in'proportion to the ‘pain he.wes supposed o
have been suffering, ‘he made a mew }mgmi far up. avith' omr
camekdeivers to:take: us to Sukkét, and left ws to repse. ..
“1'We set out in-good time ; in-oneshqur dad threequarters we
heard. a small ‘Cataract, and in two hours passed that.of Tangoor,
where weré eight or tem boats waiting, like those below, fora wind.
Our direction was S:W.:by W. and 8.W. In three quarters of
an-hour more, we finished:the descent of Dgehel Lamoule, ‘and
sow behind us the fine rocks that form the Shel4l of Tangoor.
It was iexactly on. this spot that poor. Burckhardt xelates his -
grave to shave been so- prophetically dug by the. philosophical
Bedouin.*. + We had hoped . to bave witnessed :the -same
ceremony, though ~performed in devotion of -ourselves; but
our:guides contented. themselves with comgratulating -us on
being saved. from that perilous descent, and -making a feeble
at%empt on -our eonsequent . geperosity. In twe hours . and
fifteen-minutes more, after .a fine ride .on a bed of sand with
high granite on .each side, generally.in d.irection SW_ by, S,
we came out. nearly opposite: Okme, where is-a . large brmk
building, and found -the Nile running S.E. . We: were still
nearlya mile from: the.river- we then rode due 8. througha lm'ge
plain; bounded on- the left by some very pwtmesque mmountains,
to: the' point where the Nile:and the’ mmmtamuemiy .meet
aga.m there ane sowpe: Mery ﬁne trees: nedr, whmﬁa w, mehad,

T

" Bumkhardt’s Travels in Nub:a., p 49
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in-ane:hour from: mmentenng the.plainsi ; The Nile here turns
and ruis 8; amd:just aboveisone of the islands, marked in Burek-
Mdt’amap, e, formd: themwdthem:ermmplhees a
little dl@&mt from ‘whait it is thieve sépresented... Ehei-thermo-
._mter.mmw - with @good deal of wind.. Oge hoyr from here
is:the village Acashe, insignificant in itself, but. well situnted at
the foot of a-high rock; a little resembling the Two Brothers near
Smyrwa ; our direction was ‘now eather to the F.of S.; here
we bought a very small lamb, and in twenty-five minutes -more
stopped for thie: might under some: fine. acaciasy close by the
noisy eataract of Kolbe, where the: Nile: suddenly changes its
course to W.S.W. We. could get no kind of information about
distances-or-time, and one man, in answer to some question, told
us that his father had taught him nothing about hours, and-that
he was not -aequeinted ‘with any divisions of time. . We placed
our beds as nsual in the openair, and, as the wind blew extremely
hard, were, lﬂngbefore*mommg half buried in.sand. - By expe-

rience of one sleepless night, we learned for the future teselect a
spﬁt 4shel‘témd by rocks, before we retired o Test in the desert.

: - 'We: enmdapass,andmonehmmmedownm
| - the Nile, ranning S.W. . We soon left-it, and in twenty
"mmute@ wmore found'it taking & short bend. 5. Wi by W.. .In foar
hours, after a long:tide among the mountaine, still granite, during
which Mrsaw*sevual ‘burial places and no hahmmns, our direc-
v.vtmnm me whole S,W.,amugh sometinies nea rk ‘W., we ‘again

'ca.me dmm to the rimr, !’.unnmg SS.W and saw.a number of
| | | . c8
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boats sailing up. In four-hours and a quarter we.passed a mound
similar to some already mentioned, and in four hours and’ a. half
we left the Batn el Hadjar, and entered Sukkét.

'Here are several castled isles; oneis large,and the c&btle of bnok
very perfect.,, - The plain opens a little, and we saw.some palms
bearing dates which yet wanted two months of maturity; this
is singular, as in September we found the dates ripe in U pper
and even Lower Egypt, and in this country they had been in
general long gathered; nor did it seem that these were of a
different species. In four hours and forty-five minutes we
reached the Turkish shoonahestablished there. Dal is the name
of the place, and our direction thither.S. by W., by the river side
for the last forty-five minutes. - We met some pilgrims in the
course of the morning, who informed us that the Sheygy'a* Arabs
were gathering to surround the Pasha’s army ; the Aga of the
Shoonah, of course, tells quite a different story, and assures us
that «wherever the troops have been it is safe to leave gold in
the highways;” which we are contented to believe on his as-
sertion. As there appeared, however, to be some uncertainty as
to our always finding as many camels as we required, we put the
heavier part of our luggage into Abdin Casheff’s cangee, which,
by great accident, was lying here; there were other boats which

* ] have intended universally to adopt the orthography of Burckhardt, marking
the accented syl]ables this word is pronounced Shy-gheé-u; D«mgola 18 pro-
nounced Dobngola; Soleb, Sulleb; And when ch is substituted for k, as in
Handech, and others, it has the sound nearly of the German ck or the Greek x.
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were to sail sooner than the cangee, but their officers. declined
all responsibility  for our property on: account of - the frequent
desertions, which they confessed.they -had no means of pre-
venting. We gave some spirits privately to two soldiers, who
hid themselves-among the trees to drink them. The Bimbash,
when mnvited also to refresh himself, retired with some dignity
into his cabin, and took the bottle with him*. We passed
two or three hours here very comfortably ; those of the soldiers
who were not markedly civil to us abstained at least from any
thing like insult. ‘ '

In one hour from the Shoonah we reached DJebel Mamah
to which the Nile has a S.5.K. direction, and then turns nearly
S. again, winding a good deal. Of the mountains on the western
bank, the southern side is generally quite whitened with sand,
which is scattered much more thinly on the northern, proving
the great prevalence or superior violence of the southerly winds.
We fancied we could distinguish, at a great distance on the
opposite shore, the remains of some extensive and gigantic
buildings ; they were nothing more, as we afterwards ascertained,

* We once saw a Turkish officer so drunk as to be actually sick in the room,
and that too, the room of a Christian; his friends seemed, and no doubt were,
sincerely ashamed of him, and made many apologies for his misconduct; they
were sorry, of course, that such a violution of the laws of the Prophet should
haye been witnessed by infidels. There is a place in Cairo, where the soldiers
meet, and drink opium to excess; while under its effects, they are said to sit
swelling in silence, despising all the Pashas in the world; a happy moment for u
Turk, but too dearly bought by the hours ofggtupidity that su(?oeed it. It is said
to be dangerous to approach, or to look at them in those moments.
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than the' breken rocks which<assume these fantastic shapés in the
evening sun.. The country ‘opens, and if cultivated (as Ma-
hommed: Ali has siready- ordered it to be,) would "be accounted
fine in any part of the world. Some detached and‘very pic-
turesque mountains, that lie scattered on both sides.of the river,
of different forms, and at different distances, (of> which, a conical
one, named Kitfakko, is the most striking,) were coloured
by as beautiful a sunset as 1 ever beheld. In one hour and
a half we passed the five Barrows, noticed. by Burckhardt,
and dismounted at the Sheik’s house at Ferket. Our guides
usually walkgd barefoot, carrying their sandals in their hands,
and the heel of one of them being cracked in several places, his
companions sewed it up by pricking holes in the skin with an
acacia thorn, and then passing the thread through them: a
tedious and painful operation, which the patient bore extremely
well. . They all appeared good-natured and well-disposed, and
besides exerting great civility to us, had a very affectionate manner
to each other; they often walked together hand in hand, and
were never heard to:dispute. -

At this place our engagernent thh our camel-drivers
‘expired; and, according to the Aga’s promises, we were
to find others readily. The sheik of this village had, on our
arrival last night, certainly given us no.such hopes; we were
awaked this morning with the unwelcome aseurance that there
was not a single camel to be yrocured by any means in the town
or neighbourhood. We began to consider how far we should be

Nov. 18.
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justified in taking forward two of the animals that had conveyed
us so well hither, though they were the Pasha’s, and always em-
ployed in his service; and while e -were gravely engaged in
deliberating on this very important point, we' were informed
that our honest guides, perhaps anticipating such a measure on
our part, had taken advantage of- the fair moonlight, to decamp
with their sacred charge. After laughing as well as we could at
this first disappointment, we proceeded to attach our luggage to
the backs of a number of asses, who were successively brought
up for that purpose. The breed here is remarkably bad; and
as some began by falling perpendicularly under the weights im-
posed upon them, and others staggered home to their stalls with
what they could carry, it was long before the whole cavalcade
could be collected and put in motion: they then, above a dozen in
number, ‘quietly dispersed themselves about the country in search
of faod, and it was with some difficulty that they were at fast
driven into the kind of road we were fated to follow; we then
commenced a kind of straggling march, and very soon had re-
course to our feet, as a much easier method of travelling. In
an hour and a half, direction south, we got to the large island
Ferket ; and in half an hour more (S. by W.) to Mograt.

Here our prospects brighten a little; a camel is discovered
among the palms and soon afterwards another, and a man, with
a woman and child near it; he proves to be an Ababde Arab,
named Achmet, going down, with _his wife and infant, to buy

dates; we of course invite him very warmly to enter into our
i ﬂ)&v?ﬁ-‘ ok '47‘.", X "'“ “3-’3'.'5“:';‘5\{" Yg&;*‘ "w
mgﬂ'\r‘"ﬁ‘w o Lt
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service, to which ‘heas strongly objects; and on being more
sirgently pressed, he asks with great feeling, « And will you oblige
me-to leave my wife“and child'in the hands of strangers ?”, now
his wife was a very pretty ‘woman, and was watching this seene
with great'intérest, though in silence. The ease’ was certainly
4 hard 'one, ‘and perhaps we were decided by the sight of one-of
our asses, at that moment down on the ground, struggling
with his burden: however, we were decided; we justified
ourselves by the tyrant’s plea, and immediately proceeded to
transfer part of our property to the more dignified situation
it was once more destined to occupy. The man intrusted his
family to a fellow countryman, an inhabitant of the village, and
proceeded reluctantly with us.

We passed m:anjé of those Nubian burial grounds, described
by Burckhardt, where a palm-branch is placed at the foot of the
atave, and a water-jar at the head ; Giovanui, who was very far
from “being a man of enterprise or curiosity, and, as he was
somewhat incredulous on matters of faith, could tolerate no
superstitions, however beautiful, remarked to me with sincere
indignation on passing one of these tombs; “ E mettono anche
acqua p'ér bevere; quanto sono bestie " The enlightened Maltese
treated the ignorance of the natives as-a sin, and always mixed
a great deal of anger with his contempt for them. Many of the
villages here are inhabited by Arabs, who wear a white eap, like

the Fellahs of Egypt, and ot the long, tull, huttewd hair-of

the Nubians. . g e
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. In one hour and forty-five minutes from Mograt, we arrived
at Ghimmish ; our direction was S.W. by 5. or 8.8.W., the plain
open and cultivable; and, in one hour mare, by the bank of
the Nile, W. by S., we observed a considerable island with brick
ruins, vigible on its S. W. extremity ; thesecond hour our direction
was W.S.W,, and latterly due W. to Aamara; and in two hours
and forty minutes we arrived at the temple, situated five or six
hundred yards from the river.’ |

These remains, at first sight, are more like those of a Grecian
than of an Egyptian temple, as nothing is visible but the ruins
of two rows of pillars, standing E. and W., the course of the river
here.  There have been: four piliars in each row of about four
feet in diameter, but not onc is entire, and there arc only six
of which any part remains ; the whole is raised on a britk founda-
tion clevated and.separate. The two rows are ten feet apart ;
and twenty fect to the S., of the second row is the base and part
of one other pillar, proving that there have been four rows, or
a square of. sixteen pillars. The five most perfect measure
about twelve feet from the base, and holes have been cut in the
top of all for the reception of a roof, but of course much later
than the erection of the temple, and perhaps with the intention
of turning it into a Greek church; the tops of all the cblumn§
are evidently broken off.  We observed no other stone re- |
mains, -except the fragment of a small granite pillar; it is
impossible to trace even the foundation of any stone wall, and it
is diﬁic;;lt to conceive where the rest of the temple could have

D
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«I m@e@tﬂ\e walls hamfbm of brick:or mad; -and the"
plllarsanly of .stone, aa.is the esse:in asmall temple on -the west
" pank alittle below Wady Halfa®. . The figures on the pillars are
about three feet high and quite Egyptian ; that of the ram-headed
Ammon is most conspicdous, but they are not of a goad age and
very much defaced ; there are some slight remains of the colour-
ing, and we observed the spaces left as if’ for inscriptions, men-
tioned by Burckhardt. " There is an appearance of a brick wall
haﬁﬁg once encompassed a very large building, of which thix
may have been a part; the elevation on which it stands is only
just large enough for the four rows of pillars that have stood
upon it. 1 should perhaps have done better to spare this long
desqripiion of a very uninteresting ruin of which Burckhardt +
has already given so accurate an account.

The country becomes more like Egypt; the dogs begin to be
noisy, and the musquitoes so very active that I was glad to take
refuge under my gauze net again. We had to-night the first
specimen of the bitter pancake-bread of the country, so often
described; it was brought to us in a large bowl, at the bottom of
which was a quantity of sour milk; sometimes they pour upon
the bread a kind of mess of herbs, which is more tolerable than
the milk ; when we were lucky or importunate enough to procure
a little fresh milk we had learnt already how to value the
luxury : .

* Opposite to Sukkoy ; Burckhardt passed these ruins in the dark and hxs
description of them is consequenﬂy imperfect,. :
+ Travels in Nubia, p. 54.
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N Without any disrespect to the two eamels, of Wiliéh
. we had obtained possession by measures whose necessity
we lamented, but which turned: out. to be excelient beasts, we
were still very ill supplied with, conveyance for six persons and a
large quantity of luggage. A number of asses were yet retained
in our service, who were constantly falling with their loads and
breaking all that was frangible. We were not sorry therefore,
after riding or walking over a large stony place for onc hour and
forty-five minutes, (dircetion S.5.W.) to observe a herd of camels
feeding near us; they belonged to the army, and were going
down from Déngola for provisions, so that we felt obliged to
lcave them untouched. On arriving, however, at a large village
close by. we thought it might be expedient to spread a report
(which we had once before found of great utility to us in Nubia,)
that the head of our party was the .physician of Ismael Pasha,
on his way to join his Highness, and Mr. Hanbury undertook to
support that character, as by his beard and Turkish dress, and
other important requisites, he was-well qualified. e had hardly
time to seat himself under a tree and collect his dignity, before
the Sheik * with half his tribe, made hin a formal visit, bringing
down a present of bread and meat. They smoked two or threc

* This was no less a man than Hassan Casheff of Derr, who told us that the
" sword he then wore, was given him by an Englishman, who received a slave m
return for it, meaning Mr. Legh. He was then a man of great importance, but,
like the other petty tyrants of this country, s now so reduced by Mahommed Al
that after his visit, he sent to beg a little tobacco of us; our stock was extremely
small, and we refused it without fear of his anger.

D2
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ﬁ@ethe:,vm the: wsxtarmmed with many expressions of‘
mbutmthoutmwkmg any-useful offer.. While: we were
pursuing 4 v&ygﬁrgmmnipe;w‘w}ﬁah I started out - of ‘en -eld well
by-aceidentally thiowing a ‘'stone there, eur servants were much
better employed.: .:After a short absence we observed them return-
ing with a very fing camel of which, it appeared, they had net be-
come possessed without difficulty. They had hailed its master, who
continued to make off so rapidly on his # ship of the desert¥,”
that James found it necessary to bring him to, by firing a rifle-
shot over his head ; his friends however collected, to the number
of twelve or fourteen, armed with swords and large sticks to
assist him ; James reloaded and cocked his gun, and no doubt
great deeds would have ensued, had not Gievanni drawn out from
undet his jacket a pair of brass; bell-mouthed, blunderbuss pistols,
loaded to the very mouth ;.at the sight of these, the Arabs took
off in all directions and disappeared among the trees ; the beast
naturally fell into the hands of the victors. =+

1n forty minutes we came to another village, where we had been
informed there was a ferry across the river ; we were extremely
anxious to pass over to the island of Say, where we had hopes
of discovering some important antiquities. We found no ford or
ferry-boat whatever, and our camel drivers here formally renewed
their a'emonstfances, and showed the strongest desire to leave us;
we pmduced to them the ﬁ];man of the Pasha, and some terrible

* Thux term is sometimes apphed to cameh by the Bedoums
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threats: were uttered -in his. name;~ which . produced no other
effeet; than arquiet repetition: of their. reasons for wishing to
dispense with the  honour-of conveying-us; Before proceeding
to ‘extremities, we -determined to try the effect of a Spanish
dollar ; Charles 1111 succeeds, when: Mahommed Ali had failed,
and having once touched the money, they got over all their dif-
culties, and we started again with great spirit. That there might
he no more misunderstandings, ‘we agreed to pay every morning
for the preceding duy, at the rate of half a dollar a camel, the
hi%hest price they demanded, and less by ome half than our
honest friend the Aga of the Cataracts, had exacted from us, for
the beasts with which he was so kind as to furnish us. We
proceeded for two hours and fifteen minutes over a stony plain,
in direction S.S8.E., by the river side, which then turns for a
short distance, nearly S.8.W. We observed some considerable
brick rums toward the N.E. side of the island of Say,and a large
hill about the middle. In two hours and forty five minutes, we
came out of the plain, into some palms, at a village named
Koeyk, after meeting two dromedaries, four days from Déngola ;
the day was very hot, the asses continued to fall, and our men,
though -still in excellent spirits, began evidently to be a little
knocked up. - In an hour and a half more, travelling always by
the river side in a broad uncultivated plain, but capable of cultiva-
tion, we passed Dgebel Aboute,about a mile to our left, (our direc-
tion nearly south,) and soon afterwards arrived at a village of the
same name, where we were excellently received. We had found
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of. Mgmeat dﬁ‘wnlty m@bwnmg provisions ; fM«Wﬁere .abund-
-y butwsthepwplerefusedtoseﬂ thewm, we-had been obliged
to-adopt: the .strong measure of shooting "them first, and -then
paying for them ;- when once dead their owners had no objection
whatever to part with them ; the dates are extremely fine here,
and . measure commonly about -three inches in length. = The
inhabitants seemed glad that the Pasha had taken the country
into his own hands, as they can now go about in safety, and
have only one tyrant, and one robf)er, instead of thelr nu-
merous Cashefts, who left them but just enough to tempt the
rapacity of the Sheygya. I passed the night in the open 'an,
undressed, and covered by one sheet only. |
Our first hour was over a stony plain by the river
side, in direction S.S.W., or S.W. by $., and then its
course gradually changes, and our path became S. and even S.5.E.

Nov. 18.

to Irau, where we arrived in three hours and forty-five minutes.
Here the course of the Nile is for some distance to the W. of
S. The acacias are much finer than in Egypt, the plain is very
extensive :and in some places not bounded by any visible moun-
tains ; we passed some ruined houses. Above Dal the stream has
rarely been interrupted by rocks. While we were at breakfast,
the Sheik of the village came down with most of his sﬁhiwts to
welcome us. - The mannergof salutation among these people to |
each other is affectionate, and at the same time graceful; they
seem not to consider it as a mere ceremony; and if they are not
very good friends they are, at least, excellent hypocntes I was
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present yesterday when our guides met some of their countrymen
on the road; the salutation* was very long and consisted of a
number .of short sentences, apparently question and answer;
they then proceeded to inquire after each other’s affairs.
These people had heard of the Inglis, and even inquired, on
learning that we were Christians, whether we were not English,
though of course the only ones they had ever seen. The Chief
had heard of Mr. Bankes’s attempt to reach Say, and said that
he got nearly opposite to that island, but was prevented from
procceding by want of camels.  'We showed them our arms; the
Sheik was most delighted by the secrecy of a sword-stick, and_
exclaimed with rapture, “now at last we begin to sce the world:”
they are Nubians, but alinost all speak Arabic. Mr. Hanbury sup-
ported his medical character by applying remedies to their eyes,
and succeeded in putting them to a great deal of pain; a kind
of ophthalmia is very prevalent here, though not, 1 believe, the
same as the Egyptian, but probably of a much milder nature, as,
though many had sore eyes, we did not observe one instance of
blindness. They tell us of “ mountains of ears” sent down by Ismacl
Pasha to Caire; the army appears to have met with no resistance
whatever; except from the Sheygya, but they are said notwith-
standing, to have disarmed all the villages in their march, We
invited the Sheik to partake of our tea,and though evidently much
astonished by the taste, he affected not tot'iislike it. Our guides

* 1 have observed il sometimes begin by an embrace, which consists in each
party placing his right arm on the left shoulder of the other.
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believed it to be a medicine, from its colour. .. Here we had the
fortune to obtain two horses, and some additional camelg; we set
ont again in excellent spirits, and after travelling for one hour in
direction S. by E. nearly, we crossed a large plain, in direction
S.E. by S., and in two hours aid fifteen minutes came down to
the Nile, running S.E., a little above Waony. Soon afterwards
we saw the pillars of the temple of Terbe or Seoleb, standing
proudly on the opposite bank; the sun, which was at that
moment setting behind it, increased the height and grandeur of
the columns, whose dark lines were clearly defined against a sky
glowing with the colours of evening. In three hours and thirty
minutes we crossed some rocks, where the mountains come down
to the Nile, and in four hours reached the village of Ircck.
Most of the land is rich though but little cultivated. .

We left the district of Sukkét, and passed the frontiers of Dar
Mahass, about an hour before we arrived opposite to Soleb.

In one hour, (S. by W.) by the river-side and very near the
mountains, we arrived at Koye, just above which village the Nile
changes its conrse to E. by N., or EXN.E.; or, accurately speak-
ing, to the opposité points to these ; but in going up the river,
I use the course of the Nile, to mean the direction that we
pursued on its banks. \

Thus far we followed the steps of Burckhardt, with his bool\
in our hands: and it isdmpossible to take leave of lum without
expressing our admiration for his character, and our gratitude
for the instruction he has afforded us. His acquired qualifica-
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*

tions were, I believe, never equalled by those of any other tra-
veller; his natural ones appear to me even more extraordinary.
Courage to seek danger, and calmness to confront it, are not un-
commmon qualities: but it is difficult to court poverty, and to en-
dure insult. Hardships, exertions, and privations of all kinds are
easy to a man in the enjoyment of health and vigour ; but, during
repeated attacks of a dangerous disease, which he might have
considered as so many warnings to escape from his fate, that he
should never have allowed his thoughts to wander homewards—
that, when sickening among the sands and winds of the desert.
he should never have sighed for the freshness of his native moun-
tains—this does, indeed, prove an ardour in the good cause in
which he was engaged, and a resolution, if necessary, to perish
in it, that make his character very uncommon, and fate most
lamentable : and perhaps none are so capable of estimating his
charagter, as surely nonce can more sincerely lament his fate, than
those who can bear testimony to the truth of his information :
who have trod the country that h(; has so well deseribed, and
gleancd the fields where he has reaped so ample a harvest.

The distant view we obtained yesterday of the pillars of
Soleb naturally renewed all our anxicty to cross the river.  We
found, however, on inquiry, that tbere was no ferry, and that
our only chance was to prevail upon the Reiss of some provision
boat, of which many were lying near, to carry us over the river.
After one hour’s ride from Koye, we overtook one such boat, full
of soldiers, and James was desired to enter into conversation

E
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with them. To his first civil question of « How long have you
been here ?” he received, after some interval, the sulky answer,
“ Too long;” and, as all his other advances met with similar
returns, we thought it needless to come to the main point at all,
and proceeded with the silent conviction, that we were not
destined now, or perhaps ever, to examine the magnificent ruin
that stood so near us. As our curivsity had been unusually ex-
cited by the uncertainty of what sculptures might adorn the
walls of this yet unexplored building, or what inscriptions might
ilustrate the history of the enlightened men who erected it,
s0 was our regret in leaving 1t increased by the vicinity of the
object ¢hat we were unable to examine; it was painful to be for-
bidden to raisc the veil, when the hand was touching it.

In half an hour more we left the Nile, and entered a valley
between granite rocks, about a quarter of a mile broad, covered
with withered vegetation ; our direction through it was S.. and
E.S.E., and in four hours from our departure in the morning, we
entered the plains again, and found the Nile running East, or
E. bv 8. By going through this pass, instead of following the
bank, we lost a ncar view of the opposite Castle of Tinareh,
where the Nile from a distance appeared to be unusually narrow.
Soon after coming out of th#e pass we stopped at a few houses
named Said Effendi. Here we learnt that we should find no
ferry-boat before we arrived at Koke, which is a long day’s
journey from this place. We were extremely mortified by this
information ; and it was not till after a very tolerable breakfast
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that we could collect calmness enough to attend to the patients
who presented themselves to us.  Among the rest was a boy
with a complaint in his armr which was eating the bone away.
so that his life could, probably, only have been saved by ampu-
tation. I mention this as one instance of a complaint which
was frequently observed by us in this country. 'They use senna
here only as a dye, and scem quite ignorant of the medicinal use
of herbs, nor have they any drugs whatsoever—hence naturally
proceeds the great fear they have of sickness, which has given
rise to a calumny against the Ababde Arabs, that no one of them
is ever to be believed, except when he swears by his health.

The course of the river, from Tinarch to Said Eftendi, 1s
ENL.E.; it there changes to 1L.S.E. In twenty minutes we
crossed o mountain, and 1n twenty more came down to a narrow
plain, nmgated by a sakie; the Nile here runs Fast and West.
In twenty minutes more it turns to S.E. by S. for a short distance,
and then takes a S.E. or S.8.1%. direction ; in fifteen minutes more
we left the river, and passed a small burial-ground and some large
heaps of earth, like some that have been already described. For
one hour and forty minutes we went through a winding pass, among
schist rocks, called Absuant, or «the Father of Acacias,” though
it contains, from beginning to end, no one sprout of vegetation :
our direction through it was at first S.E., and then E.S.E. We
found the Nile running S.E., and in one hour and forty-five
minutes we came to a sakie, with some cultivated ground about,
called Absari. A smallisland, broad and rocky, of the same name,

E 2
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lies just below, when the course of the river is nearly E. ; here it
turns, and runs for a short distance S. by E. : there is no cataract
near, though the stream is frequently broken by rocks and small
islands.

Until the arrival of the news that the Turkish army had
actually left Cairo, these mountains were so haunted by the
Sheygy'a and Bisharein Arabs, as to be almost impassable. We
found there only a covey of long-winged partridges, and a num-
ber of chamaleons. Achmet, the Ababde, whom we first forced
into our service, turned out a very honest fellow, and gradually
became better reconciled to his fate: he had traversed, Like
most of his countrymen, the banks of the Nile, as far as Sennaar,
and related to us, with much interest, the wonders we should find
in the island of Argo and at Mérawe—¢ There are men standing
there, who were turned to stone for hiding their treasures
during the seven years’ famine—one is cracked, which was, no
doubt, a punishment inflicted on him by God before he changed
him to stone.” Their colossal size only confirms him in the idea
that they were Pagans ; who, from their gigantic works here, as in
Grecee, have very naturally obtained the credit of being giants*.

There are some -considerable hills across the Nile, at a

distance, but the rock generally comes down to the water’s edge

* | was assured at Ithaca, that the enormous stones of the Cyclopean wall at
Aetos, were carried up by the women on their heads; which 1 would more readily
believe of the Ithakesians than of any race of women existing, as I have actually
seen them carry astonishing weights in that manner.
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on both sides; here are a few acacias. We received at Absiri
some alarming information from above; we were assured by an
Arab, that moment arrived from the spot, that the Sheygya,
headed by a girl, had sent a formal challenge to Ismael Pasha to
fight them, and that, after a severe engagement, no advantage
had been gained on ecither side—that messengers were constantly
going down to hasten the reinforcements—that Ahbdin Casheff
had left Ddngola, and advanced with the Pasha, and that the
whole country was in confusion. It was added that some Sheygya
have been lately surprised in that neighbourhood.  Though we
helieved much less of these terrible rumours than we might, as it
proved, very safely have done, we examined and re-loaded * our
arms, which were nearly all damaged, and proceeded very des-
perate.

[n half an hour we left the Nile for another half-hour, and in
forty minutes more, travelling very ncar the water-side, we
halted at a sakic, called Wady Hadji Nooat, or the V alley of
the Just Light. 1t is inhabited by Gellabs, as is the large vil-
lage of Kooma oppositc. The last hour and three-quarters was
performed chiefly by moonlight, in a southerly direction. At
sunset, we passed a man at his prayers, making his prostrations,
alone, in the desert; he was looking towards Mecca; the moon
had just risen over it, and an 1gnorant spectator might have fan-
cied that the adorations were addressed to her. Mahometans are

* On seeing three balls put into one of the guns, a native exclaimed, in astonish-
ment, ¢ Allah! Allah !—toscah, toscah I” ¢ Oh, God! Oh, God !—three, threc !”
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accused of making a parade of worship: this i1s more true of
Catholics, all whose devotions are performed in public; frequent
genuflexions are not more ridiculous than frequent crossings; and”
if we are to reduce religion to a ceremony, is there not some-
thing more natural, and more affecting, in this solitary
discharge of duty, on the sand and among the rocks, than in the
chauntings of hired choristers, and the waving of candles at
noon-day ?

Nov. g0, 1D forty-five minutes we entered the pass of Hasse-
nate, which is sometimes quite open to the left, und is
in no place far from the Nile: the rocks ace slate-stone.  In once
hour and fifteen minutes more, we came out ~mposite to a large
village, named Gourgote, inhabited by Gellabs.  On the other
side of the river, a little beyond, th. western chain ends in a
fine mountain; the plains open, and are in somc places un-
bounded ; there are some fine palms and acacias, and the cul-
tivation scems about aequarter of a mile broad. 'The small
village Goorti lies on the shore on our side ; the plain is narrow,
with some large lumps of quartz scattered over it, and the
cultivation variable from one hundred to three hundred yurds. In
one hour more we reached a detached hill, opposite to which is
one on the other side named Sasef, with a large ruined village on
the top. 'The country here opens on this, as on the western side,
and there are many separate mountains, as in Sukkot. We soon
afterwards passed Délligo, a large village, chiefly hid among
the trees. Thus far the Nile runs N. and S. ; here it changes its
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course to S.S.E. nearly; just above Sasef, begins the island
Gallashi, and continues for half an hour; it is sugceeded by a
‘smaller, named Dagbode. In three hours and a half from Wady
Hadji Nooat, we arrived at a fine village called Agétterib; on
the left of our road, and close by it, is a mountain, at the foot
of which stands a ruined village, with the remaifs of a wall
round it.  In twenty minutes more we came to Mishirfa, where
we made an indifferent meal on sgme very bad dates and bread ;
the na‘mos who were less delicate, regaled themselves with an
Lthmpmn hawk, which Mr. Hanbury had just shot flying,

to their cternal astonishment.  In twenty-five minutes more we
passed a rumed village, at the water’s edge, where some
rocks touch the Nile, and which, like the last, has been very
considerable, and ix situated in a strong and barren place. There
are four saints’ tomhs, of mud, a little beyond.  This spot is
very dreary ; and a vulture was -itting there, with two ravens
near hint.  Here the Nile turns a little, and for half an hour
runs nearly 8., and then S.S.W. ; there are the ruins of a brick-
building near the turn. In one hour and thirty minutes we
saw some Turkish tents, at Koke, on the opposite bank, the
sight of whose continued greenness made us more sensible to
the burning sands, we had latterly been traversing. In half an
hour more we came to the ferry, and soon afterwards sought
shelter, under a few acacias, from one of the hottest suns 1
cver felt. My fellow-traveller here undressed, for the first
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time for ten days; we bathed in the river, and drank, with
extreme pleasure, a great quantity of pure tea.

We were thus employed, when our interference was rather
singularly called for. This morning, before we set off, our
honest Ababde was robbed of five dollars that we had paid him ;
he saw the theft committed, but dared not at the time accuse
the offender ; however, during the journey, he privately informed
James of the whole matter; not with a view of recovering the
money, but only anxious to be permitted to leave us under any cir-
cumstances ; « for T think it (says he) a bad omen, an(f that my
journey will not prosper.” Such little facts go far to illus-
trate the history of the mind of the Arabs of the Desert,
their associations and their feelings, their simplicity and
their superstition. It may be rccollected, that one of our
party was a negro in the service of the Pasha’s physician:
this man was accused by Achmet of the theft, and his violent
and ferocious character left us no room to doubt the charge;
however, we collected the whole party, and making a show of
searching all equally, found the money upon him. Giovanni
was so indignant that «a man who had been treated by him
like a brother,” should have been guilty of such an act, that
he instantly struck him several severe blows, and but for our
interference, would have driven him into the river. We deter-
mined, that we might be more securely rid of his society, to
consign him to the Turkish Aga at Koke, and with that
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intention, sent hum down to the boat, which was lying just below
us. Presently we heard a hue and cry from that direction,
and saw people in rapid motion towards the desert: it appears
that the black, when conducted to the water’s edge, instead
of stepping into the boat, as was expected of him, suddenly
started off in the opposite direction, with all the . sailors at
his heels.  We left things in that situation, and procceded on
our journey.

In one hour by the Nile side, (5.5.W.) we saw the village
of Kl Dane, and the boats waiting ahove, at the cataract, for
wind. In one hour and fifteen minutes we went through a
short pass, where the wmountain comes down to the water-
side. A rumed village is on the top of the rock just over
the river.  In half an hour more we came to a town named
Sooba, just above the cataract. Our general direction, like that
of the Nile, which 1}121k(:s a bend westward at the Shelal, was
S.S.W. The cataract is of the same nature as all those below,
and_ is not perceptible when the inundation is the highest.
The passage is on the western side; there was a broken boat
lying near the castern bank.

In forty-five minutes we came to a sandstone rock, at
the water’s edge ; direction 5.5.W. by W., and sometimes
even S.W. ; our road was about half a mile {rom the river. Here
are many sakies, and the width and the cultivation averages
from six hundred to eight hundred yards.. There are houses all
along the bank, and the place is called Farreit. In two hours

Nov. 21,
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we passed some saints’ tombs. Here the mountains on the other
side are larger and more united, and extend almost to the
water’s edge. Soon afterwards a covey of partridges lighted by
me, of which I killed a brace, a cock and 4 hen; they were
different from any we had ever seen, having the long wings and
flight of the Egyptian partridge, and being in colour and size
like the Nubian: we have preserved the skin of one of them.
The ground by the road-side is full of large holes, whose object
or utility it is not easy to discover. In two hours and forty
minutes we passed a large and strong castle, though the ~tones
that compose it are very small ; nearly all the principal houses
are built like fortifications in this part of the country, but uni-
versally of mud. In three hours we reached two rocks, culled
Naour, or Naoury, which l;esemble,,at a distance, those at Corta,
or even more strongly, those at Caritena, in the Morea. They
staind S.W. and N.E. The N.E. one is conical, though very
rugged; the other like a cone, with the top broken off obliquely.
An old tower stands at the bottom of it, and extends along the
side; a ruined wall runs up, and is not unlike the Cyclopean re-
mains of Greece, except in the meanness of its materials: there
the Nile encloses a very large island, and while the principal
“stream branches off to the northward of W., our course changed
to the W.S.W. 1In three hours and a quarter we observed some
black granite rocks again: and, in three hours and forty-five
minutes, still in the same direction, arrived at a small village.
There is an islet opposite; which, like the village, is called
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Berghe. . There is here one doum tree, the first we had scen for
some days. .

The houses in this country are of two kinds: the largest, ax
just described, are of mud, built like fortresses, and for that pur-
pose. 'The commonest are low cottages, eight or ten feet high.
of straw, strengthened with palm branches*; the whole being
kept together with string made also of the palm ; acacia branches
support, and generally rise much above, the roof, which is flat,
and of palm leaves. At cach corner is the dry stemn of a palm, to
which the walls are united, and which assists in supporting them:
and one generally runs across the top to sustain the roof. The
men wear the round Nubian hair: the women are generally
naked, except a covering round their waist: they are - chiefly
Nubians, interspersed with some Ababdes. Matted work was
becoming rather more plentiful; we saw more people employed
in weaving, the only improvement which marked our approach
to the capital.  In this, as in most of the other villages, is a hut
with a large jar of water in it, by the road-side, for travellers.
When there are no houses, this jar is generally placed under a
fine tree. 'T'he houses in the old towns are often of mud and
stones mixed: by the description given us by our guides of
such stone ruins, we were sometimes deceived into the hopes of

finding an ancient temple.

) : ”~ L3 )] ~ / [3 ) ’ 2 ~

* Strabo, lib, 17, page 922. "Ev 6& rals monigiv &i Oixroesg ix Powixixday

o ysbdy Siamhexdpevas Toiywy 4 waiviwy. He is speaking of the houses of the
ancient Ethiopians, ‘ ' | »

F 2
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- In‘orie hour. (W.S.W.) we passed an old building on a hill on
our right, and in ten minutes more entered the vale of Farjar,
where the course of the river is N.W.  This is the most romantic
little ‘spot I ever saw in the east; it is a green and cultivated
valley, less than a quarter of a mile long, and not two hundred
yards broad, closely shut in on the left by the high granite
rocks, and on the right by a narrow branch of the Nile, which
separates it from the barren island of Berghe, and overlooked
on the N.E. by the old ruins; and thnsit flourishes in freshness
and fertility in the bosom of the wildest waste; the doves were
in the palm-trees, and the naked inhabitants moving about, and
offering us their little civilities. Here we turned off' rather to
the left, and in one hour and twenty minutes entercd the grand
Akabet of Kasma el Elma, or “ the Pass of the Water’s Month.”
Near the entrance, on the right, two immense stones, as regular
as'if art had hewn and placed them there, stand up most sul-
limely detached from any others, and reminded me, th(mé{h
they are five hundred times as large, of some stones, hanging
rather similarly, in the ancient wall at Ithaca. The pass' then
opens with extraordinary grandeur, and we saw hefore us
other piles of rock, hardly less wonderful thdn those we had left
behind. T

- In the presence of these enormous masses, irregularly scattered
about in solitude, and while treading a spot thus pecuh.u]y
marked by the hand of ‘its Creator, we felt ourselves in a holy
place, and seemed walking among the columns of a mighty
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témp]e, erected by the Divinity in his own honouw, and for his
own worship. | 4

In two hours we passed a stone with some crosses and the
figure of a warrior on it: some Christian niay have died there:
a small plain succeeded, apparently of decowposed granite. We
observed a vast many light-coloured lizards, which the Arabs call
dragons, and generally kill ; they are venomous, run very fast, and
scem to prey on bectles; we saw the traces of wolves, - gazelles,
partridges, and the naked feet of men.  Our direction was first
W., then W.N.W,, and then W.S.W. A large mountain, called
Fogo, was a good object in front. There is a great deal of agate
and fine quartz, and every variety of granite. In three hours
and a half we passed. Mount Fogo, which is on the other side of
the river, and very near it. 'We then went through another short
pass into a plain, covered with acacia bushes, and in four hours
and forty minutes came down to a village, called Sardak, and
entered, for the pight, into a kind of three-sided court, forimed
by matted cottages. The people, as usual, refused to sell us
provisiens ; “ Are there no sheep ?” « None;” and one bleats at
the insfémt. There was a large mud fortress close by, where the
women were said to be shut up. For the last two hours and”
a quarter our gencral direction was S.S.W.

‘There is notlﬁng at Assouan, Wady Halfa, or in the Batn
el H adjar, at all comparable to the ¢ Pass of the Water’s
Mouth,” either in grandeur or in variety of scenery: ‘the
immense masses of rock piled up together, the open plains scat-
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tered over with fragments, the entire want. of all vegetation, and
yet the. traces of so many animals; the occasional view of the
distant palms straggling by the river-side, and of the boundless
desert beyond it, with the knowledge that man has no power
here techange the face of nature, which ever. has been, and ever
must be what it is ; these circumstances unite to -give this place
an interest possessed by no other that I ever saw, and to us, per-
haps, heightened by the reflection, that we were the first. English-
men who had ever seen it, as we might possibly be the'last*.
For one hour our course by the banks of the Nile was
E.S.L. ; it then changed to E.; and then to S.E. We
saw many small green islands, and one larger, named Zimmit ;

" Nov. 22.

another is afterwards formed between 1t and the shore, of about
two miles in length; the deep water is on the other side, and we
saw the white sails of the boats above a mile distant from the
eastern bank. Our road was over brqad plaﬁ:s, covered with, cor-
nelians: we saw some gazelles, who escaped.at our approach.
For the next hour and a half, the course of the river is, with
little variation, $.S.E. ; it then becomes due S., and, in thgﬂefhours
and a_half from Sardik, we entercd the kingdom of Déngola. .
Mount Arambo 1, a large solitary hill, about . four miles

* There ure two passes beginning from the Vale of Far_jal‘ of which we took the
shortest ; the other is of eight hours, gaing, of course, farther from the Nlle, and
eomuny out near the frontiers of Dibngola.. : ERAPIEIE

+- That is, Mount Chamaleon, so enlled, possibly, from its bemg m(my coloured
aa it is in a very singular degree; but if it shall be required, that, to deserve its
name, it should frequently change its ¢olours, T can only say; that ¥know nho moun-
tamn that does not. :
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from -the Nile, has marked the frontiers from time immemo-
rial. Five palm trees, standing together by the river-side,
were pointed out to us by the natives, as having long had 2
share in that office, and are venerated secordingly. We passed
the limits-at ten o’clock precisely ; in ten minutes, we came to
the rough island of Ttimbos, which forms a considerable cataract :
and, in a gquarter of an hour more, to a large rock of granite.
containing two hieroglyphical inscriptions: one of these faces
the N.W., and the other the S.W. (our direction having lately
heen S.E. and S.E. by E.) The former is two feet four inches
broad, and three fect high; it represents a man, with the hair
worn by the Briareus of the Egyptian and Nubian temples,
making an offering; and in the lower corner, on the 'lef‘t, are
two pri>soners, back to back, with their arms chained together :
there are hieroglyphics round, and in other parts of it. The
other is a hieroglyphical inscription of eighteen lines, with the
ball and serpent at the top, and so defaced, as to have made us
despair of being able to copy it accurately under our present,
or perhaps under any, circumstances. The smaller one 1 copied.
though I'traced it more by the finger than the eye. . The larger
is seven feet wide, and eight feet two inches high. For the
former, the face of the stone has been smoothed and cut in a
little, and it is, therefore, of a lighter colour than the rest of the
rock ; the other is not so, and therefore the writing is more
defaced : it may also be much older. The rock is called the
Golden Stone; and the natives suppose the inscriptions to"mean
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that the empire of Egypt, under the Sublime Porte, formerly
extended thus far: the more perfect of them may possibly be
one of the memorials of Sesostris *. | R

_ A quarter of an hour¥from this place brought us to the end of
the island of Tumbos, where is a large perfect brick fortification:
we then entered a palm-grove and a small village, partly ruined:
being the first village, and nearly the first trees, that we had
seen during the morning; our road had been over a sandy plain
(often by the side of the rocks, and generally about two hundred
yards from the Nile), covered with quartz and cornelians, much
clearer than those we found in the plains of Sukkdt. The opposite
bank and the islands, are very rich and palmy, and the water
was covered with the boats of the Pasha. Our direction hither
was south. Then we again travelled for an hour, over an im-
mense sandy plain: at first, in direction 8.8.L., and latterly
S.S5.W., to two or three saints’ tombs. One of them is quite

* From Herod. (il. 1006.) it appears, that the orians of Sesostris were nothing
more than sculptures on the solid rock ; though those described by that historian
differ in particulars froui the figures we found répresented on the Golden Stone:
Eisi 6t xoi wepl Laviny 300 tima év wérpmo: dyxsxonappévor tobrou woi
avdpbs . . . éxars’pwgz o o'w;;p EyysyrurTas péyoleg 7rép.7r'rr§ a'z'iQa,u.ﬁs, 77
piv 0eEuy, Elpl Eycoy a;xp.v,v, X apm--rs;m Tiga xai TV GANYY o xevy wrrow-
Twg' xod yas AlyurTigy xal A;9mm8a Exer Ex OF poU dipov Elg Ty ETepov
dpov ik Tév ernbloy ypappare ipd Alydrrie Sifrs eyxexorapp va, &~
Strabo (Lib. xvii. p. 789. D.) attests that Sesostris left or7Acs and Inscriptions, as
memorials of his expedltxon into Ethiopia, and that they existed even to his own,mme
Audrs Eeo'am"rmg Ty Albiowrlny evr-r)héev psxps Tig xwvapwp.o¢opog, xous Imropyn-
p.wrm ra TrE a"raarelag avrol xmd U i1 Selnvurau, o"rr,?sm xéel 57nypa¢zw
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ruined ; another is entire, of a conical form, and of mud: there
are many graves near, covered as usual, with white quartz stones,
and surrounded by broken jars; they are shaded by numecrous
acacias, which make this sf»ot as agreeable, as it is interesting
and romantic. . Proceeding a little farther, we came to the Nile
again, at Askéan, opposite to an island named Sogd4n. * In cross-
ing the last plain, we had, for the first time, a very good view
of the Mirage. It assumed, at first, the appearance of a broad
winding stream ; and, I confess, 1 mistook it for the N'ile;; it
then changed, rather suddenly, from a river to a sea, ‘covering
the whole of the horizon before us, and on our left; the castles
(and therc was a very. 1ar1f._,re one before us), the trees, and the
rocks, seemed to stand in the middle of it, and we all most
distinetly saw their shadows reflected as in the clearest water :
the distance of the ncarest part, which was continually changing,
varied from one quarter to three-quarters of a mile.

There is a cotton-mill at Askin, and much cotton growing
about. We observed there, for the first time, a bird of exactly
the size and shape of a sparrow, but quite black, and some very
large ring-doves. Willl pigeons we had seen latterly in Mahass,
but they do not abound here. The inhabitants of these countries
seem seldom gay, without being ever hlelancholy; they neither
laugh nor speak loud, ner in the disgusting tone of the Egyptian
Arabs*, who, like the Greeks, console themselves by noisy dis-

# 1 believe the Fellah of Egypt to be the most miserable being in existence. He

has all the sufferings and degradations of slavery -without any compensation from
' a
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putes with each other, for the submission they are obliged- to
shew to their masters; they are universally very eivil, and bring
us their sour bread and milk-in great abundance. The natives of
Askin have a fierce look, and are said to have an extreme hatred
for Christians. Our host, after oimerving me for a long time
very attentively, at length asked, “ What is he writing ?"—« The
names-of the places, and the description of the country.”—« But
he is not a Mussulman, he does not write Arabic.”—« He is an
E-nélishman.” He then removed a large bowl of food, that he had
placed between us, to the side of my turbaned friend, thinking
that he at least must be one of the Faithful. They have a report
here, since the expulsion of the French from Egypt, that, after
the death of Mahommed Ali, the English are to take posses-
sion of these countries—an idea ingrafted, no doubt, on the ori-
ginal belief, so long prevalent 1n the Kast, that sooner or later
the whole will be overrun by the Christians.

In three hours fifteen minutes from here, we arrived at a small
village ‘on the shore, named Burgade. An excursion to an old
castle, whi¢h was five times as far off'as it scemed to our eyes, albeit
accustomed to pure air in Italy and elsewhere, madc a difference

luxury ; his pleasures seem reduced to two—~water to quench his thirst, and repose
at night; and the Nile and the setting sun are probably the only objects on which
he looks ‘without sorrow. The gratification of hunger is reduced, by the meanness
of his fopd, to a mere relief from pain; the want of comfort in' his houses, and
of attractions in his women, excludes him from all domestic enjoyments; his songs
are only about his labours, and are prayers that he may be able to endure and to
finish them ; his religious festivals come but twice a year, and he has no sabbath.
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of about an hour, so:that this place may be reckoned about six miles
due 8. of Askin. The castle from a distance had the appearance
of a round building sypported by pillars; it is little more than a
shapeless heap of mud; the walls are of immense thickness, and
there are holes or caverns underneath, said to be the haunts of
wolves. We picked up some bits of fine'blue glazed earthenware,
retaining the colour perfectly, and there are some red burnt bricks
lying near. We passed, in the way to it, some other ruins, chiefly
the foundations of houses ; an old withering palm was standing
over them. 'I'he people have heard from their fathers, that, three
hundred years ago, all the land was cultivated by sakies erected
over wells of water found in the ground ; there are proofs of the
trath of this tradition at every step, and one such sakie is now in
existence, at more than half o mile from the river. 'This was the
first water we had scen since we left Alexandria that wasnot of the
‘Nile. Asfar as the eye can reach, the eastern plain, for, though
uncultivated, it can no longer be called desert, is covered with
acacias, which, however, at a distance seem rather loosely scattered.
'The ride, down from the castle to Burgade, was an hour and three
quarters, or about four miles. The richness of the country be-
yond the Nile seems hardly to be exceeded by that of the islands
which it embraces; they are green and numerous; as if the river
had divided itself into canals in order to fertilize as much ground
as possible, and save man the trouble of cultivation. About two-
sthirds of the way from Askén to Burgade is an old castle on the
bank, like the one just described.
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A.One of our guides, an Ababde, and a very intelligent man, and
whose information, when we could put it to the proof, had always
been found correct, assured us this afternpon of a very curious
fact, of which it 1s difficult to understand how mueh 1s credible.
He declared, that five days east of this place, there is a large
river flowing from nerth-to south, and meeting the Nile above
Sennaar, called also Vil 1t rises far north of Soulkin, has its
inundations in the Chamseen months, and is inhabited by a tribe
of Arabs, who, though bearing in common with those who live
above Déngola, the name of Sheygya, are often at war with
them, and have even sent some chiefs to assist the Pasha in this
expedition. Its banks are enltivated by sakies, and grow wheat,
barley, dhourra, and tobacco. He had scen this river, and
spoke of it as different from the Atbara, with whose history
he was also acquainted. On our inquiring into the character
of the people, and whether it would be safe to trust ourselves
among them, with no other protection than the firman of Ma-
hommed Ali, he advised us not to make the experiment, though,
should we decide to do so, he would engage himself to conduct
us to their country*.

The large island of Argo begins just ahove, and the
ferry is onc hour and a half S.S.E. from Burgade. Not
being at first aware of this, we continued more to the eastward, with

Nov. 23.

* 1 believe this river to be no other than the Nile itself, which arrives at above, "

the latitude of Argo before it takes the bend {o the 8.W., of wluch we after—
wards traced the greater part, o A
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a long high mound on our right hand, intercepting, as was some-
times the case yesterday, our view of the Nile and its banks. - Tt
has probably been raised to prevent the inundation from extending
itself over the plains, which are low and apparently boundless.
The ground then, on the outside of.this mound, is barren, and
covered with a thin surface of sand, though,scattered over with
a few acacias, and many ruined houses and tombs; but on cross-
ing it on our way to the ferry, we were astonished by the beauty
of the wilderness, that ﬂourishes within. We find ourselves
suddenly in a natural garden, luxuriant beyond imagination:
the air is full of fragrance, and the trees are inhabited by birds,
some of which were quite new to us, and all harmonious, though
in the gencral concert the voice of the dove was predominant.
A narrow mound of earth separates this fairy land from the
places of barrenness and death. It is impossible, without ex-
perience, to understand the effect of this sudden display of
nature's prodigality on eyes accustomed to the sands of the
Desert; and 1t 1s the misfortune of travellers, that they can
never communicate by description the pleasure they have on
many occasions experienced-—a, misfortune in some degree com-
pensated by the consciousness that the recollection of the event
will always renew in themselves the original enjoyment, though
it must ever be a solitary one.

- On arriving at this place, we were obliged to wait someé time
for the boat, which was absent; one of our guides, who was
dborn here, had lost a brother lately, and four of his friends, who
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had not seen him since that event, came.in form to offer their
condolences; they present themselves before him, place their
hands on his shoulders, and continue for about two minutes
to lament aloud; they then either retire or begin to converse
as it may happen, on indifferent subjects. This scene was quite
new to us, and theeeffect of it extremely singular, but very far
from ridiculous. This man, the same who gave us the informa-
tion about the eastern river, was obliged in consequence to
leave us here, but sent with us his son, with his best camel,
telling him to follow us wheresoever we might go, and never to
leave us while we had need of him. Here also our good
Ababde requested permission to return to his wife and child;
and as other camels were found, and we had the assurance that
Abdin Casheff’ was only one day’s journey distant, we consented,
and it was really not without regret that we parted with him.
He received one or two handsome strings of Venetian beads for
his wife, and declared that he felt so much gratitude and even
attachment to us, that were he ever to see us again, he would
come up and speak to us, though it should be in the presence
of the Pasha. Ile was an honest, single-hearted, grateful, and
well-informed man ; possessing, in short, precisely those qualities
which are said never to be found in a Greek.

We crossed the river, here very narrow, in a deep, strong,
flat-bottomed boat, with a plank projecting from each end, and
landed on Argo at about ten o'clock. Qur ferryman had never
before- been paid in' money, but always in corn or salt: this is-
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found at three or four days’ distance in the Eastern* Desert,
and brought by the Arabs, in lumps v;fhich are above half dirt, and
are purified by being boiled. After an excursion with our guns
into the woods, we soon set out again, with fresh cavalry, for
the Antiquities, which had been so long promised, and so singu-
larly described to us. My vehicle for this expedition was a large
old camel, which, for some reason best known to its proprietor,
had been buttered from head to foot; and from the conscquent
adhesion of sand and mud to different parts of the skin, had the
appearance of being piebald. It is unnecessary to add, thatsthe
odour exhaling from this animal was far from being delicate.
We rode an hour and a quarter (direction a little to E. of S.)
before we found a village. The island is a little sandy in the
middle, and only partially inundated, and towards the northern
extremity but little cultivated ; it abounds in every part with very
large sycamores and acacias and doums and palins, which are all
full of large riilg-doves, so tame that we shot at them with pistols.
We saw a hare and a quail, and bagged a brace of fine par-
tridges. We observed some of the natives catching fish in a
pond with a basket, as is common in Egypt. We passed some
ruined houses, a saint’s tomb, and one or two burial-places, and
remarked a grave headed by a stone with-a St. Andrew’s cross
upon it.” There is a great deal of very fine cotton growing in
the neighbourhood of this village. The sakies in these countries
are made without nails, the pieces being very strongly tied toge-

* Strabo, lib. xvii,, p. 823 : 'Opuxrel & anls xadamep v 1oig "Agads, .
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ther by cords of skin ; nails are used in Egypt, where iron* is
less scarce. In two hours and forty-five minutes more we came
to some houses on the eastern bank, after riding four hours in
the island, in the direction S.S.I%. with little variation. ~ 'The
Nile here is like a canal, and there 1s, between Argo and the
main land, another very small island, named Ashar. The natives
assured us that the extreme length of Argo is one day and a
half with camels, and that it requires, in the broadest part. six
hours and a half to cross it, making it about thirty-five miles
by fiftcent. It is neither cultivated nor inhabitod in propor-
tion to its fertility, which is in many places very extraordinary.
There are few remains of any kind, and none, thus far, of the
slightest importance. The people were all remarkably civil,
shaking hands with us as we passed them on the road. The
flocks and most of the property is in the possession of the
Ababde; the Nubians chiefly reside in the smaller islands,
though there are some villages inbabited by them in Argo.
Nov. 24. In about balf’ an hour, due S. from the village, we
came tuo the Antiquities, and approached them, not
without great fears of disappointment. 'These were soon dis-
pelled by the first object that appcared before ws; it was

a colossal statue of grey granite, representing a young man

* What Herodotus has said of the scarcity of iron among the Macrobi, (iit. 23.)
is at present equally true of all Ethiopians. “Eori 6 év wofraas taes Aifiodu
TAVTWY & YAAKDG CTOVIDTATLY X0 TikiWT AT oY,

+ We had afterwards reason to believe that this is a little exaggerated.
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with the thin beard and corn-measure bonnet; the left leg is
advanced ; before the right, cut in the same stone, and standing
on the foot, is a small statue, five feet high, bearded, and with
the right bhand on the breast, while the left hangs straight
down; the hair is turned on the right side, in such a manner
as to appear an ornament on that part of the head : and the
fuce s much disfigured. 'The statue itself is broken in the
middle. and the monstrous fragments hie about four feet apart,
but nothing is lost : the face is entire, but flat and broad. The
statue hes on its back, and 15 twenty-two fect six ‘inches long,
and five feet five inches across the shoulders: there is a small
hole in the frent of the bonnet, probably intended for the
reception of the ornament or sistrum. It lies 8.8.15. and
N.N.W.

There 15 a second statue like the first. exeept that it is not
broken in the middle, that the face 1s in o better style, that the
beard is twisted, an ornament of leaves goes round the edge of
the'bonnet. the dress is more highly finished and decorated, and
there is no figure on the foot: the arms and beard have been
intentionally broken, It is twenty-three feet five inches long.
and measures seven feet four inches from the end of the bonnet
to the end of the beard.  ‘The hands, which have suffered
much injury, are open: those of the other are shut, with a
short stafl’ in them. It hies S.E. and N, nearly ; the feet of
the two statues are towards each other, and about thirty-five
vards apart. They are both very well executed, and are inferior,

H
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if their perfection be considered, to no granite colossus
existing ; though the faces are not so fine as-the Memnon,
and, of course, not at all comparable in expression to those
at ‘Ebsambal, as is natural, from the superior difficulty of
working the material. A little to the west is a headless
female statue, covered by earth up to the knees: and
still further on is a fine block of grey granite, cut into four
hippopotami, standing up, side by side. The small statue only
is of black granite; the others really look as white and clear,
and as free from the injuries of time, as if’ they werc now fresh
from the hand of the sculptor. The place is called by the
natives Sanna Behit, or the White Art, as interpreted to us; a
name inconsistent with the opinions formerly promulgated to us
by our honest Ababde, but not so (as will afterwards appear)
with those of the Nouba residents. There is much pottery and
broken sandstoue lying about, but no visible remains of any
building whatever. Never was there so inviting a place for an
excavator ; the soil 1s soft, m;d as the ground is but little ‘ele-
vated, the labour would be small, and the rewards easily ob-
tained and highly valuable. We retired reluctantly, with the
determination of - demanding Abdin Casléff™s permission to
return hither, and pass some time on the spot. |

In one hour and a half more (direction south) we arrived, very
hungry, at a small village, inhabited by Nui)ians, where we found
good bread and milk, and even decent butter; a luxury which
we now enjoyed for the first time since the commencement of
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our expedition. QOur host, a smith, was very curious in exa-
mining our umbrellas and pistols; and confessed that, though
he could make a sakie as well as any man in Argo, his skill did
not extend to such articles as those.  Here 1s a sycamore, whose
younger branches have actually grown thrmigh their elder
brethren in eight or ten places.

In one hour from here we came to a large cultivated plain,
and n one and a quarter to the Nile, lowing N.N.W., with a
very broad stream : our direction had been latterly about S.S.W.
The scencry of this beautiful island consists in a number of
small open plains, some of grass, with cows and goats feeding
without any keceper, and others cultivated ; all shut in by syca-
more and aromatic groves, which constantly open into new
plains as rich, or as capable of being made so, as the former.
The two last nights were much colder, which did not prevent
the musquitos from being remarkably active about us.  There is
a breed peculiar to this country, which is much smaller, and less
sonorous, than those whose attentions we had been in the habit
of receiving. We had, of late, frequently observed a beautiful
little green bird : another with the neck, breast and tail, of the
deepest' red ; and a black bird, with the tip of his tail white.

We sat by the water-side, waiting for the boat which was to
take us across to the western bank, and congratulated cach
other on the conclusion of our labours. We were now, accord-
ing to all our information, but a few hours from New Dongola
where we should find Abdin Casheff' resident as governor, who

H 2
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would, no doubt, receive us with that splendid hospitality for
which he had always been remarkable.  We dismissed, in conse-
quence, at their own request, all our camel-drivers, except one,
and presently the boat arrived. The ferryman brings us later
and very different intelligence; Abdin Casheff has advanced
with Ismael Pasha, the whole army is collected, and engaged
in daily skirmishes with the Sheygya and Abyssimans*; we are
still four days from Old Ddngola, and the troops are five days be-
yond it. This account induced us to examine, what we had not
before much thought off, our moncy-bag, which was found to
contain two hundred and twenty piastres, (somewhat less than
five pounds), and three Venetian sequins.  With these reports
and this certainty we enter the boat, and scat oursclves astern
on the luggage, alternately looking very grave, and laughing
loud. The ferryman, a black malicious looking man, with much
magic in his eye, is behind us, on the projecting plank, steering
with a paddle. In the middle lies a large old camel on its
knees, perfeetly quiet; and by its side stand James and Giovanni.
pulling a rope, attached to another paddle, which serves for an
oar, and which a sailor is also pulling with his hands. The
dog, Anubis, is asleep beyond the camel ; then comes (riuseppe,
evidently philosophizing in silence on the mutability of human
affairs, and regretting the pleasures and security of Cairo and of
Malta; and at the prow is the camel-driver, standing on the bottom
of a long shawl, and stretching out the upper part with his hands,

* This part of the news was, of course, false.
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to make a sail ; thus do we cross over, and find the reports con-
firmed. ‘ |

“ Praised be God,” exclanned an old Nuhan, who observed
me writing with a pencil, “ praised be God, the Creator
of the world, who has taught man to enclose ink in the centre
of a piece of wood.™
Now. 95, From the peculiar howling of a dog, the people

of this village (named Zogarab) had predicted the
death of some one in the place during the night : however, they
were all alive in the morning, and prepared to take every pos-
sible advantage of our helpless situation.  We were surprised
to find this union of English superstitions with Greek customs,
under the mud huts of Dongola.

They told us of a strong, though not singular, instance of
'Turkish severity.  When the army was encamped in  the
neighbourhood, an old woman of this village refused to take in
payment the piastres of ligypt; for though the savages have
not the slightest objection to Spanish dollars or Venetan
sequins, they have vet a very reasonable dislike to a coin that is
neither silver nor gold.  Ismael Pasha ordered this woman to
be brought before him : she supported her refusal, even in his
presence, with great spirit, and cnded by contemptuously
throwing down the money at his feet. He commanded his
janissaries to beat her to death, and the sentence was imme-
diately exccuted.

As no nobler beasts could, after the strictest scarch, be dis-
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covered, I confess, with shame, that we were obliged again to
put ourselves under obligations to that patient animal, whom
we had before discarded with so much contempt. Three asses
were hired, at a price ill suiting the statewof our finances, to
assist the great camel in the conveyance of our luggage, and
we all proceeded on foot. We were obliged to throw away a
namber of very clear agates and cornelians, from inability to
carry them, reserving only a few broken agates to supply the
want of flints for our guns. We had, luckily, a very pleasant
country to walk over; our road (5. by E.) was through a finely
wooded and well-cultivated ground, of which the width must
be about a mile and a half.  After four hours of this exercise,
performed in the middle of a very hot day, we arrived at
Maragga¥, which is also called New Dongola. 1t is a large and
very neat mud town, built, or greatly improved, by the Mame-
louks, and was the seat of their government. It has many
large courts and squares 1t it, and 1s beautifully situated in the
richest country of the Nile.  We arrived at about three in the
afternoon, without having tasted food, and Giovanni was so much
exhausted that three or four more such days would probably
have put an end to his journeys of discovery. Some very bad
bread and water (all that this great capital afforded us for

breakfast,) was nade palatable by a few good dates and an

* Possihly‘ Mokra, the name of the country described by Selim ¢l Assouany, as
lying next to the north of the district of Bakou, through which the Nile flows from
east to west.  See Burckhardt, p. 495,



o
v §

DONGOLA.

excellent appetite. In the mean time, we assuréd ourselves of
the entire impdssibility of proceeding by Iand, ‘as-every beast of
burden had been taken away by the army, which was represented
as being eight or nine days in advance. The town is situated
above a mile from the river, by the side of which was encamped
a Turkish Aga with a few soldiers. We determired to throw
ourselves on his generosity, and to request him to give us a
passage on board some one of the boats that were daily sailing
by with supplies for the army. Mr. Hanbury, to whom this
mportant mission is confided, takes unusual pains with the
adjustment of his turban and the rest of his toilette—a pre-
caution by no means useless, when an effect is to be produced
on a Turk. My less laborious office was to remain above, as
guardian of our property, and I filled it in the most natural
manner by falling into a profound sleep, from which I was
awaked by the news of the success of my friend’s embassy ; it
was added, that the boats were already arrived, and that we
were presently to embark. The Aga’s name is Haffussar : he is
a native of Constantinople, and one of the politest Turks 1
ever saw. He treated us with extreme civility, gave us his own
tent to dine and sleep in, and presented ws with a kid for
to-morrow ; so that we were recompensed by a very pleasant
evening for our morning’s anxiety, and again indulged ourselves
in good hopes of the future.

We exchanged names , and addresse with the Aga,

'Nov. 26.
made him some trifling presents, and went on board
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ea‘rly ‘Out”’ carpets were spread on the deck, in ‘the af’cer-part
"6 the boat,” whch is the post of d:gmty, and we had Jlﬂt room
enough allowed s to move about in. The boat was one of the
largest that had paséed the cataracts, and was about sixty feet
long and twelve or fourteen broad. We had fourteen soldiers
and four saflors on board, not 01‘1(:‘ of whom had ever been
here before; and indeed, there was only one man in the whole
squadron, which consisted of sixteen sail, who was at all ac-
quainted with the navigation of this part of the river.

- We were off .by about seven o'clock, and 'in an hour and a
half came to a small island, on the left. The land is very low
on the west, and the cultivation cxtensive; on the cast, the
sand comes down to the bank, which is fringed with acacias.
We met our old friend Mahommed Effendi returning in a small
cangee. The Nile is above half a mile broad, and our rate of
stemning the current at least four miles an hour. In two hours
and a half, an island begins near the East bank, and continues
twenty minupcs: bpposite, on the West, are the remains of a
large walled old town, with eight or ten saints’ tombs about it
it 15 built of' a mixturc of stones, brick, and mud; there is
another old building, nearly a mile within, on the sands, which
there rise a liftle.  The saints’ tombs are ggll(arally uconival, and
appear from thirty to forty feet high. Opposite the end of the
island ‘are more tombs and ruins, and the descrt comes nearly
down to the Nile. Another small islgmd follows, still on ‘the

sae side : we constantly sailed along the western bank. For
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the next half-hour, other islands succeed, green and cultivated,
and we observed on the shore a number of erections, like small
stages, where persons were posted to tend the corn by con-
stantly slinging stones at the birds; attempts have also been
made to clear the country, by burning down the trees: such
improvements were the cffect of the government of the Mame-
louks, amd confined to the territory that was under them.
In three hours and fifteen minutes the islands finish for the
present, and we saw some ruins on the sandhills, which are still
near the Nile on both sides ; they soon after retire on the West.
The trecs grow thicker, and we again hear the creaking of the
water-wheels.

Nothing apparently could be more delightful than our present
easy manner of travelling, attended by such constant changes in
a sccne of which every part was new. There was one very
slight drawback on our happiness. The biscuits we had brought
with us for an easy journey of eight days were exhausted, we had
no flour to make bread, and the only fire allowed on board was
occupied ; so that we could not even procure the luxury of tea.
The soldiers stared at us repeatedly; they were already pre-
paring their dinner, and seemed to wonder why we deferred so
long the great pleasure of the day. At last, on¢ of them, who
was sick, and in consequence not hungry, offered us a few dates,
and our dignity did not, at that moment, interfere to prevent
our acceptance of them.

In four hours we passed a sandbank and a rock, both on our
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left:; the current is here very strong. - Soon afterwards the wind
bécame stormy, the air filled with sand, and the boats that had
only one sail tied up half of it. In five hours and twenty
minutes we stopped on the western bank, and taking in all sail,
wete still blown up above a mile further, against the current.
The whole fleet then collected, and a general disembarkation took
place. The cause of the delay thus occasioned was cha®acteristic
of the customs of the Turks, and honourablé to their humanity.
A soldier had died in the morning, and all his companions had
thus the opportunity of assisting at his funeral. They laid him
in the earth, with his shirt on, read some verses of the Koran
over him, and placed a jar and water at his head. A distribu-
tion of double rations was the consequence of this event, and it
was so late before we were again in motion, that we hardly
made three miles more before sunset; we then all drew up to
the bank again for the night. Our general direction through
this day was a little to the eastward of South. [ have neot
thought it necessary to enumerate all its trifling changes, be.
cause they are marked in the map, as they were accurately noted
down at the moment. The fertile ground appears generally to
extend about half a mile from the Nile, and is often separated
by acacia groves from the desert, on the edge of which, among
the trees, we frequently found deserted habitations and. burial-
grounds; the rocks here are sandstone. QOur fleet had on board
three pieces of brass cannon, one of which was of English
manufacture, and large supplies of powder, ball, and provisions,
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for the army. - Our own boat was laden with the ball, and was,
in consequence, a foot deeper in the water than any other ; but
the one which we afterwards observed to be generally last, and
for which all the rest were obliged to wait more than once, was
charged with sweetmeats from: Constantinople for the private
table of the Pasha. '

* After losing nearly an hour of fair wind, we set sail
at about eight, and in about twenty minutes passed

Nov. 27.

two very conspiouous saints’ tombs on the hills near the water*,
and in half an hour a village with palms and sakies; the land
is low on the East side, with the sandhills close behind, and the
Nile narrower. In one hour and five minutes is another tomb,
finely situated on a hill near the river, on the Kast. In one
hour and thirty minutes we passed some more palms: the
mterval from the last is well cultivated, but there are no trees or
habitations visible. Soon afterwards begins a small green island;
the Nile is navigable on both sides of it, and above half a mile
broad. In two hours there is a slight turn to the westward of
South, and the shore, for about half an hour, is extremely rich.
The soldiers declared they should prefer quarters in the mean-
est village in Upper Egypt, to this expedition, and almost for
no other reason than the impossibility of procuring tobacco; as
a substitute for which they smoked a mixture of acacia leaves
and dates. They had certainly no other hardships; they had
% Whenever the bank is nbt particularized, the left is to be understood ; as being

that ngar which we generully sailed, and where we always passed the night, ull our

entrance into Dar Sheygy'a.
12
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always:-wheat, flour, and abundarnce of ' rice; and - sometimes.
meat; and. seemed none of them to want money ; -there was'no
parade or military exercise whatever, and if ordered to assist
the sailors in any difficulty, very few obeyed, and rione with any
Spirit or exertion ; they‘a were employed, from sun-rise to mid-
day, about making their bread and cooking their meat, dand
passed the rest of the time in endeavouring to sleep; with the
exception of two or three only, who were regular in the per-
formance of their religious prostrations. .

In three hours and a half we came to a very large ruined
town, named Handech; part is situated on an eminence, and
the rest, which is walled, extends along the river side for nearly
half a mile; it is protected on the other side by the brown
hills of the Desert; we were assured that it was built by the
Pagans ; we observed an arch, and plaster on some of the walls;
a:fine tomb stands on a stony elevation behind. A caravan
pasging through it at the moment we were sailing by, gave an
amimation to its lifeless walls, and added an interest which
they would not otherwise have possessed. There are a few.
palms and broader cultivation above it. |

In the first four hours we made about fourteen miles ;.in four
hours and thirty minutes we passed a small village surrounded.
by palms, where the width of the Nile is leds than wusual; and:
in-four hours and fifty-five minutes a considerable bank projects.
into the water, on the Weét side ; and is succeeded, intwenty
minutes more, by another, of nearly a mile in length. Soon
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afterwards the current- becomes very strong on the East side;
and in five hours and forty-five minutes, the West bank appears
‘less rich and woody, and the Nile for some distance is not
above three hundred yards in breadth. "We observed a few
doum trees mixed with the acacias, which, on the ‘eastern bank,
had so long oceupied the very narrow line between the river
and the Desert. In six hours and fifteen minutes we stopped
for a damaged boat: near this place is a small village called
Colgérrab, but we could buy no provisions there, though the
ground is well cultivated and very rich, and full of ring-doves
and partridges; 1t is bounded, towards the Desert, by a fine
acacia grove; the current is very strong, and the only palm 1
had yet observed on the-eastern side is opposite.  Our rate of
going was about thiree and a half miles an hour.

In a quarter of an hour we passed another small island, and
in another quarter three tombs, on the Last, and a flat island
near the western shore; and in twenty minutes more comes a
green island on our right; the current is very strong, and
ohe place the sandstone rocks on the East come.down to the
water’s edge. In one hour begins 4 large island on our left,
which soon becomes very green and palmy ; we had a beautiful
sun-set, and the land and sky on both sides were coloured with
the richest tints. In two hours and thirty minutes we stopped
for the night, having made in that time about eight miles: the
island ends nearly opposite. Our general direction through the
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day was about'S.S.E. Many partridges crossed the, river during
it, and we saw more wild geese than is usual in Egypt.

We observed, for ‘the . first time since our embarka--
. tion, some appearances of fertility on.the eastern bank.
In an hour and a quarter (about three miles) is Wady Hinn6-
wah. We were told that the Desert here abounds with a very
large species of jackal; we had heard the cry of wild beasts
frequently during the night. In one hour and twenty-five
minutes the Nile widens on the left side ; and in two hours our
direction was, for a short distance, to the westward of South,
which was very unusual ; the river is not more than two hun-
dred and fifty yards broad; the western bank in its turn
becomes barren, and the yellow sand is visible near the water’s
edge. In two hours and forty minutes the deep water is by
the eastern shore, and our direction was South again; in the
third hour we made about three miles and a half. In three
hours and fifty minutes, after a short interval of fertile land, the
sand again prevails on the West. 'The river is very bread, and
there are many sakies, though no palms, on the East. In four
hours we passed a small island, which was soon followed. by
another'ab()mﬁt\ ‘two miles in length, beth on the East side, . ...
. Of the soldiers on hoard our boat all, but two, were Asiatic
Turks ; who, though not forward in their attentions to us, were
yét not deficient either in civility or respect. Of these two, one
was a. Georgian, or Persian, a remarkably.fine young man, who

* Nov. 28.



DONGOLA., '~ 63

had committed ‘some singularly violent acts: he found himself
engaged, onie morning, in a gambling quarrel at Cairo, with two
"Turks, one -of whom fired at him; he first locked the door, and
then- with the greatest coolness took out his pistols and shot
them both: the fact became notorious, but as the first outrage
had been committed by his antagonists, his life was spared. He
killed a third soldier at Siout under nearly similar circum-
stances, and then Ismael Pasha would have punished him with
death, but for the influence of his head janissary, who was a
fellow-countryman of the Persian. At Assouan he received
several hundred blows of the nabboot*, for some offence which
he is said to have repeated the following day; however, he soon
afterwards determined to reform, and gave the usual proof of
his good intentions, by allowing his beard to grow; but even
after that event, being one day furiously irritated by his fellow-
soldiers on board the boat, he once more drew out his pistols,
and though he had full three inches of the hair of repentance
on his chin, he gave them all (thirteen in number) a challenge,
which none of them thought proper to accept. This man was
most particularly attentive to us and our servants, and was in
manners and demeanour the most éivilize;i man on board. The
other was an Albanian, in appearance the very reverse of the
Persian, but' even surpassing him in good will to “ the

* The nabboot is a long straight and thick stick, generally to be found in the
hands of Turks in authority, and supplying, as an instrument of punishment, thé
place of the more complicated weapons in use among Christians.
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strangers;” ‘he insisted on baking -our bread, and g,.rdoihgf other
little services for us, with his own hands; he was a shrewd
fellow, but full of humour and buffoonery, which -he exercised
at the expense of the more devout natives of Asia; and when
they spread out their gazellé skin, to perform upon it their
adorations and genuflexions, he often mimicked the whole
performance so admirably, as to amuse even Mussulmen* more
than he offended. It is needlgss to add, that he was a pro-
fessed infidel. It appears to me that infidelity is about as
common in this class of Mahometans, as it is among the lower
orders of Catholics. I have seen several instances of both, and
have generally remarked them to be men of courage and intel-
ligence, worthy to have been educated in a purer religion.

The eastern bank continues to be fertile and well cultivated;
and, at some distance in the Desert, we observed a tomb finely
situated .on the top of a conical rock. In five hours and a
quarter we arrived opposite to Old Doéngola. The capital of
what was not long ago a powerful and a Christian kingdom,
and of whose present importance we had been led to form high
expectations at Cairo; where we had hoped to find much
worthy -of observation, and where the soldiers had long pro-
mised themselves a fresh supply of tobacco, is a miserable ruin,
differing only in size from those that we had been in the habit

* Our soldlers were in general very Liberal; on discussing the fate of their
compamon, who died the other day, one of them remarked «“ Well, he is gone to
see which religion is the best!” and nobody found fault with him. - S
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of ' rentarkittg ¢ it 18- situated:on-a reck; sloping.down to the
ivut“e?a edge,” and mow -¢overed - with , sand, ‘a large mass of
which has évideritly. buried much of the dentre . of the town,
#ntl has'divided the remains into two parts. The. first of these
is'a brick ruin, situated on a sandstone rock, ‘having on one side
a' ‘portion of the fortification wall; the other; or southemn
division, is larger, has more appearance of neatness, and is
partly inhabited. The whole is surrounded on. three sides by
th'e desert, and there is not so strong, or a more barren, spot
in the. whole country. There is a bluck-headed hill a little
to the S.E. of the town, and a large detached fortress be-
yond it. '

We were not allowed to stop here, and passed the whole,
goimg very well, in about tem minutes; and in twenty more
wc came to a small island on the west bank ; a little below the
beginning of it, on the east, is a large stone ruin, among the
acacias, about two hundred yards from the river. It is, pro-
bably, only a fortress of no great antiquity, though differing in
appearance from any we had scen: we were not permitted to
indulge our curiosity by landing to examine it. 'The Nile is
very broad here, and our rate of going at least four miles and a
half 'an hour. In six hours and twenty minutes begins an island
on our left, though at some distance from the easteérn shore, on
which is a curious brick building ; and in six hours and thirty
x_x{ii_nuges we saw another on the western side. The river is shallow

here, and the tops of some trees were visible above the water ;
K
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here our direction changed to S.E., and soon afterwards to
S.E. by E. 1n seven hours and ten minutes we passed a ferry-
boat by the shore of the island on our left, which we learned is
- called Tanger. Soon afterwards the desert on the west cones
down to the water. It was very rare, even in Ddéngola, that
we had the sight of fertility on both banks at the same time,
. Tanger seems, by the palms which mark the river’s course
beyond 1t, to be at least half a mile broad. In seven hours
and a half we saw a very distant building on a hill-top on the
east side; a small island intervenes between us and Téanger,
about a mile long: and in eight hours we passed a large ruined
mud building of two stories, not far from us on the left. - Our
~direction was latterly east, or even to the northward of it.
Here is an Ql;d town on the right side. In eight hours*and
thirty-five minutes (our rate was latterly very slow) the long
island of Téanger ends. We observed sand-hills thinly sprinkled
with acacias beyond it, the usual scenery of the ecastern (now
northern) bank. R
- It has been remarked, that in Nubia, the country between
the cataracts, the course of the Nile being generally from the
westward of south, the eastern bank is the richest; and the
converse of this is cerfainly true in Déngola ; however, the
degree of fertility must depend on the height of the banks,
and not on the direction of the river; as the lower ground,
even when too high for the inundation, is more easily irrigated.
There is another fact, which may assist in accounting for the
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great difference in the soil of the.two sides of the river in
Déngola. . 'The desert on the right bank is in general a deep
sand, while that onw the left (as we had afterwards opportu-
nities of observing) has frequently a hard stony surface; in
the former case the alluvial soil by the waterside may ‘have
been covered by heaps of sand, carried thither by the* violent
tropical winds, which may also have gradually heightened the
bank : no such accumulation can have taken place in the latter.

Our direction here was FE.N.E., but it changed in a qﬁzirter
of an hour to I.S.E. In nine hours and ten minutes we
stopped at a place called Wady Jebriah,“after making scarcely
two miles and a half in the last hour and ten minutes.

The soldiers every evening broke down the trees, which weré
dry and abundant, and lighted their large watch fires along
the bank, which extending, with intervals, for nearly half a
mile, threw a red and warlike glare on the river, and the op-
posite shore; and their own appearance, as they stood feeding
the Dblaze, or conversing with much gesture by the side of it.
posﬂebsed peculiar barbarity and wildness; the light shone on
the handles of their pistols and the hilts of their sabres, and
the various and strongly contrasted colours of their dresses,
appeared more confused and more brilliant ; their faces, already
shaded by beard and mustachios, assumed a darker and sallower
hue, and the expression of their black rolling eyes, which by day-
light. would have been only animation, became’ heightened into
anger and ferocity. - Ceee

w

[N
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My ‘man, Giovanni* who is by proféssion a tailor, and whose
unadventurous ‘spirit has already been mentioned, foreseeing
nothmg in this ill-starred expedition but prwatwna and dangers,
exclaimed, this evening, smiling at the time most wofully—
« Quel chi é morto 13 basso ha fatto molto bene:” and
proceedéd to lament the continuance of ‘his own existence.
James was much better employed in examining the contents of
a Nubian cbttage, which produced us a fine fowl, seized, of
course, by vio]encé, and then paid for. This was a bad example
to the soldiers, who, extraordinary as it may uppear, observed
the strictest discipline, "and 1n théir transactions with the natives,
allowed themselves to be imoposed upon with extreme facility,
And confessed, that in small parties they dared not have taken
the strong measures, to which in" the beginning of our journey
we had been unfortunately obliged to have recourse. |

Now. vo The first scene this morning was sufficiently amusing;

- our commodore, an clderly man, with a white beard,
and who always consulted his dignity by wearing a long orange-
coloured vest, appeared early on the bank with a long stick
in his hand, dcelaiming violently ; he warms as he goes on,
and shortly procceds to apply his nabboot to all within his rea(-h,

* Though no advcnturer, Gxovanm anmmgo i no coward ; but as he hdd it
extrgmely unwise to make any advances to danger, he would willingly have cgbfitied
his travels to the country below the Second Catarsct. He is, withal, 2. most
regpectable and honest young man; and in the charge, that we afterwatds gave

him, of éonducting our two Déngola horses to England, he conducted hlmsell'
with ‘great propriety and fidelity. C Coe L e s
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till he has,,cleémed.the coast; he then ﬁ,n,'ished,, his harangue, and
returned to his boat. The cause of all this confusion was a
céqux]ﬂint; -of the natives, that the soldiers in the night had
plucked . the cars of their dhourra, of “which  offence this
discipline, thus inflicted, was to prevent. the repetitioh. Qur
case of the fowl also came under his cognizance; but as a
previous refusal to sell, and subsequent payment, were proved
on our part, he gave his approbation to such a modification of
robbery, saying, at the same time, with great justice and a good
deal of pride, that a I'rench or Russian army, in a march
through a conquered country, would not be troubled with so
many scruples. Ile is evidently a very good sort of man, and,
for a Turk, probably well informed. At the time when
Mahommed Ali wished to open a trade with the Kast Indies
by the Red Se¢a, he went thither, with Mr. Briggs, I an
official capacity ; and returned, though unsuceessful, yet. with
the highest possible respect for the English name. He gave us
daily, and, as far as he could, substantial proofs of this, by sup-
plying us with rice and flour, the only provisions on board the
fleet. . o

- Owing to.the change in the course of the stream, those of
the soldiers who 'prayed were generally unfortunate in their
guesses at the direction of the Holy City, and their prayers, in
'donséquérice, lost their efficacy: this exposed them to. the
ridicule of the sailors, who were in this instance better geogra-
phers. There were some artillery officers on board the fleet,
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sent, it was said, from Constantinople, and theywwere the onl_y
men who preserved the slightest appearancé of uniform ; théy
~wear blue trowsers, a red jacket, and a stnped black and white
s;]k turban ; the rest were such a motley set of ragamuffins as 1
never beheld ; they were dressed in green, Dblue, scarlet, brown,
or white, each man according to his own fancy, agreéing only
in their general raggedness. 'Their offensive arms are a long
gun, a.brace of very long and often very bad pistols, and a
sword, or attaghan, or knife; they are defended, rather than
clothed, by a large turban round the head, and three or four
long shawls, of which the inner ones are very coarse, and even
the exterior seldom tolerably fine, bound very tight round the
body, and capable of stopping a pistol-ball at fifteen or twenty
yards. The Albanians are distinguished by wearing no turban,
the only covering of their head being a large red cap, coming
over the ears and forehead. |
There are a few mud buildings among the trees here, but the
ruins are generally on the edge of the Desert; it was no doubt
with a view to economize the fertile ground, that the inhabi-
tants, who secm formerly to have been very numerous, consented
to sacrifice the convenience of living by the water-side; at
present, most of the land is overgrown with trees, and the
cottages are scattered among them. A fine north wihd got up,
as had been the case for several days, at about qeveh o'clock ;
but as our course here was, for a short distance, Kast, thc (om-
modore and his officers hesitated whether they should set sail or
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no, and it was niot till after 'a‘de‘la‘y'bf four hours, that, without any
change of ‘tircumstance, we began to move on. I was no longer
surptised at the information, that they had been employed qmty-'
four days in coming up from Wady Halfa, and if there reallv
existed any great difficulties in passing the cataracts, it ig hard
to conceive how they surmounted them. Yet, notwithstanding
this general conviction of their incapacity, we could not help
being astonished at the fresh proofs they were constantly giving
of it; it is to be said, however, that there is probably not a
Turk in existence who sets any value on time, or who thinks,
any thing better done for its being done more quickly.

In twenty minutes we passed two saints’ tombs, in the Desert
on the left. There is here a little turn southward, or rather,
a widening of the Nile on the right side. In twenty minutes
morc begins an island on the right; and in ten minutes from
there we met a very strong current, which continued nearly
half a mile, where the passage must be rather difficult when
the water is low. The Nile then turns round this island from
East to S.S.E., and our course was round near the sandy shore
on the left; in one hour the island ends in a sandbank; we
made about three miles in this hour. Soon afterwards, there
are appearances of fertility and cultivation on our left, which
are also so extensive on the opposite bank, that there is perhaps
no richer | spot on the Nile than this. The corn was in all
states; I observed it jﬁst coming up, just “coming into ear, ripe,
and removed, in the same field. The river here is not above a
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quarter-of a wile in breadth. In one hour and forty minutes
our ‘¢ourse was S.E. again, and the Desert once more prevails
on the East, and in two hours we passed a stone building on
the West bank, and the yellow hills just behind it. In two
hours,and fifty minutes, our direction was gradually become E.
by N.: we soon afterwards paséed two sandbanks on the right,
having made about twé miles and a half in the last hour. In three
hours and ten minutes an island, named Ghirrah, begins on the
left, and there were some small rocks.in the water on our right.
o The island is very rich and covered with palms, and has two
terry-boats on the bank . the inhabitants were at their labours,
and all had the appearance of peace. Most of the Dongolawies*
seem to speak Arabic, which has been probably taught them st
the point of the spear by the Sheygya, who, like more civilized
contjuerors, will speak no other language than their own. In
four hours and fifty minutes Ghirrah terminates, being scarcely
three miles long; and in five hours and thirty minutes our hittle
fleet drew up for the night on the western ( now. southern) bauk,
as, to prevent surprise,. it had always done hitherto; the head-
quarters of the Turkish army are supposed to be on that side of
the river, and the force of the enemy on the other.

There had beép many speculations, we found, on our probable
nMsson br occupation ; the better informed, however, or more

* Their mother-tongue is Nubian, and the Arabic they speak is generally very
bad. 1 am, therefore, surpnsed to find in Burckhardt (p. 65)that “« m Wndv
Dongokl the Nubianlanguage ceases to be spoken.” ,
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penetrating, f;’&“rt of our observers, had come to the conclusion,
that we were two . geographers, employed: by our goevernment to
survey the country and note down the situation of the places.
We began néarly East, and made about two milesand a
half in the first hour. In one hour and a half we had
the Desert on both sides of us: that on our right was brown and

* Nov. 30,

stony, while loose yellow sands were all that was visible on the
left ; on the contrary, in Sukkdt, and during the whole length
of the Batn el Hadjar, the rocks on the West side are generally
covered with sand, and form a striking contrast with the un-
varied blackness of their opposite brethren. In two hours we
stopped for want of wind, after having made about four miles.
In fifteen minutes more begins an island, on the left, named
(ooshop: and in half an hour more we ran on shore in the
middle of the channel, near the end of the island, and so lost
half an hour. 1n one hour and a half, near some sakies on our
right, several of the boa't_s again got. aground, and the river
continues very shallow, and with not above three or four feet of
water for nearly a mile beyond. We kept on the right side, and
in two hours perhaps made two miles and a quarter. We heard
accounts that the Sheygya were encamped on the East bank,
with two picces of cannon, and had lately repulsed a severe
attack of the Moggrebyns. In the third hour we made about
two miles; on our right was a rich and well-cultivated island,
which ended in forty*ﬁvé minutes ; the stream dividing it from

.
‘the main land is a mere canal, which may possibly have been
¢ L
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artificial; it is dry in spring. In four hours and ffteen minutes,
fertility having *for some’ time recommenced on our left, we
counted at the same moment thirty-two water-wheels at work
on that bank ; we kept close to the right, which was not so well
cultivated. - The Nile is broad here, varying from a half to
three-quarters of -a mile. Our direction through the whele day
was, with little vamation, Kast; we were detained for some
time, waiting for another boat, after which we made two miles
and a half more in the evening, and came up with our friends
a-head, whese situation was marked by'the usual blaze along the
water-side. 'There were no houses nor cultivation in this
place, but the other side seemed as rich as any part of the
banks of the Nile, though without many trees: there .are some
high hills, four or ‘five miles within.

Dec. ;. There was little wind this morning, and that little
nearly contrary, as our direction, which was at first
rather to the northward of Kast, soon became E.N.E. Egyptian
sailors have no idea, however broad the river may be, of strug-
gling against wind and tide by tacking; indeed, they require so
much time to shift their large triangular sails, that more way
would be lost during the operation than would be gained by the
tack. Accordingly, the sailors and some of the soldiers were sent
.on shore to haul us.up, and the Commodore resumed his nab-
boot, and directed and stimulated their exertions ; this time, how-
ever, he confined his blows to the sailors,’ who were entirely Arabs
or Nubians, and whose less honourable country and profession
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entitled them to the exclusive endurance of a chastisement, which
was rendered nrore effectual by their nudity. The soldiers became
gf;alogists: having seen us pick up a few agates and cornelians.
many of them immediately followed our example, and made a
vast collection of all kinds of stones, ‘which at Cairo were to be
transformed into rings and mouth-pieces for their pipes. After
advancing, with great labour, about five miles, we drew up for
the night. The Nile in this spot runs due South, back to its
source. The opposite, now the western, side, had resumed its
sterility : that by which we slept was nearly uncultivated,
though rich, and covered, to above a mile in depth, with doums
and acacids. Mr. Hanbury made an excursion into the Desert,
in pursuit of gazelles, and was rewarded by a distant view of a
larger anima] with branching horns like a stag. He observed
traces of the inundation at some distance from the river. Some
men with their camels passed us on their way down, who pro-
fessed to have left the army in the morning. The Sheygya
were said to be collected in arms on a large island opposite to
the invaders. Giovanni, this evening, gaye vent to his feelings, |
w words which I am willing to hope were meant for poetry,
and- were, perhaps, only the burden of a song composed by him
during the progress of this adventurous journey. I overheard
h1m repeatmg, with great feeling, ‘

Benedetto sia il giorno
“Del nostro ritorno!
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Our fare was certainly not sumptnous; a flat- cake . or two of
half-baked: dough, tea without sugar- or milk, a-little rice;:and
abundance of water, were our certainties § it was only occasioxfal;ly
that we could any how obtain a morsel of meat, or a few
dates ; but the only real evil was, that we had no active employ-
ment ; after exercise, any foed is palatable, but idleness requires
to be pampered. We were under orders to be always ready to
move, and were hardly ever moving; we had no comfort. on
board, and there was little to interest on shore; we passed &
good deal of time in transcribing our journals, and consoled the
day with the hope that«the morrow might produce events more
lively and animating, - .

e " In about a mile and a half we passed some stone ruing

' on a sandhill on our left, of considerable size ; on the
highest point is a castle, with steps up to the only visible entrance,
which is near the top. A very small island Lies just beyond,(ﬁmd
the Nile above it i more than half a mile broad.. We sson
afterwards came opposite to a fine group of conical ‘black 'h-i]ls,
in'the Desert on our left, about four or five miles.off. -

There was a good deal of sickness in the fleet, and..our boat
had its share of the evil; one little soldier hdad been all the time
lying &t our feet, groaning most’lamentably, hoth day.and might,
from a pain in his face and neck, which were violently inflained.
He had contrived, I could never learn -how, to ferce vut-one
of his teeth, which he considered as the author of his suffering;
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but with no éood ‘effect. - There were also one or two cases of
ophthalmia on board ; our own party had “hitherto escaped, but
to-day -James.had so violent an attack of dysentery, as to be
unable to stand; as he attributed it entirely .to the. pene-
trating keenness of the night air, to which we were always
exposed, we prescribed him a box-coat, which happﬂy effected
the cure. . ‘

To-day we did not make above four miles and a half; our
general direction being N.E. The river had been of late very
shallow, and the sailors walked in the water, while they dragged
us, at the distance of at least two hundred yards from the
shore ; it is in this place about a mile broad. The bank, where
we tied our boats for the night, was well cultivated ; dochen
was growing there, as well as the Syrian dhourra, but no wheat.
The Dongolawys told us that Abdin Casheff had. promised
them all the seeds of Egypt. There were some houses, of
which the inhabitants were not to be found; the soldiers were
consoled for their absence, by the discovery of some sheep and
goats, and learnedly concluding their non-existence from . their
non-appearance, took logical possession of the whole flock.  :

1n the course of the afternoon, a heavy cannonading was heard
from above, in consequence of which the old commander invited
all the soldiers to draw up before him in two lines; they then
proceeded, not to exercise or show the state of their amas, but
to pray: one of the party was selected, from, superior strength
of lungs or of devotion, to give out the prayers, and the rest
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made: their prostrations and genuflections, as regularly .as a
Christian regiment performs a military evolution. Our friend,
the Albanian, stood all the time close by, cooking a goat which
he had just stolen. . - ~ L
Dee. 3. Ramousses, and fragments of trees, and reeds innu-
merable, covered the face of the Nile, and went
floating down; the silent messengers of a battle, in whose
consequences we were involved, and of whose event we werc
yet ignorant.

Iii about half a mile some granite rocks come down to the
water’s edge, and continue, with intervals, for half a mile more.
Our direction then was E.S.E.; an island with a few pals
begins on our left, and lasts about three-quarters of a mile.
A dead camel floated by. In about a mile more, we turned
East again, and four or five coveys of Egyptian partridges
crossed the river. I never found it hotter in Sicily, Greece, or
Egypt, than this day. | .
. In the afternoon, some pilgrims passed on their way to
Mecca, and announc