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R B-PUORRT

ON THE ARTILLERY BOMBARDMENT OF THE SHIP "SIMPHEROPOLM

BY JAPANEOE AT KOULUN AND ON THE LOOTING BY THE
SOLDIERS AND OFFICERS COF ThHE JAPANESE ARMY.

The Military Prosecution 0ffice of the Pacific Ocean
area establishad by investigation foilowing:

The ship "Simpheropol! was under recondition at the
town of Koulun, which was ctopped because of the opening
of hostilities between Jopan and USA and Great-hHritain,.
The ship was noored at the pier of the Koulun Docks,

Fron Decerber 18, 1941, to June 23, 1942 the Japanese
authorities did not allow any ncnber of the crew to go
aboard the ship, and refused to give then pernlssion %o go
to the docks territory to inspect the ship "Simphercpol"
and to teke neasures for preserving the egquipment and
other valuables yhich were on the ship,

On the twentieth of December, 1941, a Japahese descent
coning fron the Koulun direction landed on the Victoria
Island and occupicd the territory where the house where
riore than one hundrad Scviet sailors -~ the crews cf the
ships "Krechet", "Simpheropol", "gvirstroy", "Sergey Laso"
and sonie groups of Philippine sailors llived, was.

Having occupied the' Victoria Island, the Japanese
officers and soldiers burst into the house of the Soviet
spilors and threatening with arms, opened vnlises belong-
ing to the Soviet sailors with bayonets and tcok things
of some value. They also seerched the sallors and took
away noney, wateches and other valuables. So, for instance,
they tock cormaander Sokolov's gold watch, and robped
stoker Starostin of his gold watch, ete. Then the Japan-
ese officers ond scldiers took all the sailors out in the
street and, though the orea was under unceasing naching=
gun and artillery fire, they lined then up in tne squaee
in front of the house, and during the lining up the
Soviet sailors were beaten with barboo sticks receiving
blows on their heads. A Japanese cfficer twice stroke
stoker Diaschuk on the brow with a stick, The Soviet
sailors again were searched, and valuables were taken
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a half the Japanese authorities did not give the Soviet
sailors any food and the latter suffered from starvation.

Later they gave each of them 100 gr. of rice per day.

The indignities to which the Japanese ofiicers and
soldiers subjected the Soviet sailors were committed
systenatically, The following intolcrabie fac” of hunili-
ation of dignity and honour of Sovietv sailor will show
what these indisnitics were like: 1n the niddie of Iiay,
1942, the chief recdio-operatolr of the ship "Kresheﬁ“,
Pokratiuk, Viadinir Senenovich and the ch:lef~nechanic of *
the ship ‘“Simpheropoi! werc returning fron Hong Konrg 10
Koulun, when being not far from the harbour they were
scarched by the Japanese policeuan on guard. Waen Pcokra-
tiuk was approachingz the bocking-office he was called
back by a Japanesc scntinel who checked his passport and
afterwards criered hin to stand on his knees and to ask
pardon for the alleged offence he had given the sencinel,
Pokratiuk zot a stoke of bayonet for refusing to stand on
his knees, and two other Japanese soldiers who had mean-
while approached him, beat hin with sticks. Then Fckra-
tiuk was taken to the Police Staticn where the Japanese
officer having learned frepm the passport thet Pokratiuk
was a Soviet sailor, interrogated hinm for half an hour in
the Japanese languagse inapprehensible to Pokratiuk, the
interrogation being accompanied with beating hils face,
Then his left ear was irgured with a stgong blow 1nflicted
with fist, and as a result of it Pckratiuk had a dull

hearing for a lcng tine,

On June 23, 1642 the Jopanese cormand allowed the

captain of the ship "Sirmpheropol®, second nate Xorsakov
inat nate Sidorcy and cthars to po abeard their ship ith
the ain of conservation of the ship which was noored at

the pier of the Koulun Docks. They found cut that there
was a hole in the hull of the ship "Sinpheropcl” nade by
the artillery shell which had hit the 1left upper deck of
the bow, that the cablu doors were torn awny, the writing
¢tables brokou, the veivet fron the sofas it off. Besildes,
the deck,equipaent, the pilct, skiper buffet cabouose and
fire squipnent, the 1ifo—rcscu1ng*eguipnent, cveralls, rer-
sonal belongings of the crew, tnings pertaining to cuitural
entertairnent, cabin equipnent, the ship radio station and
the whole stock of food for the crew were plundered, and
sone danage wes deliberstely done to the engine room.
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The losses sustained by the state ancunt to 10,615,000
rubles. ,

Military Préseputor of the Pacific Ocean Area

Lieutenant Colonel of the Judicial Corps if
Shlychkov, :f

CERTIFICATE OF TRANSLATION OF THE ABOVE DOCUMENT: o

1, M, Giidenblat, hereby certify that I an thoroughly
conversant with the Russlan and English languages: and i
the above is a correct and true transiation of the indi- "4

cated Docunent, E

Signature:/s/ M, Cildenblah 4
5 ex.be *’
12uYIi '.i.
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INTERNATIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
Doc. No. 2308 28 June 1946

ANALYSIS OF DOCUMINTARY EVIDENCE

DESCRIPTION OF ATTACHED DOCUMENT

Title and Natur2: Report on the Bombardment of the
ship SIMPHEROPOL 1n KOULIN by the Japanese

Date: Decsmber 1941 Original (x) copy ( )
Language: Russian
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e

Has 1t been translated? Yes (x) No ( )
Has it becen photestated? Yes ( ) No (x)

. LOCATION OF ORIGINAL (also WITNESS if applicable)
Document Division

SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: USSR Military Prosecution Office of
the Pacific Area

PERSONS IMPLICATED:

CRIMES TO WHICH DCCUMENT APPLICABLE:
Russian-Japanese relations

SUMMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page referencesO:
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Analyst: Lt. Goldstein Doc. No. 2308
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ANALYSIS OF DOCULENTARY EVIDENCE

- B - 4TIONAL PROSECUTION SECTION
- D

DESCRIPTION OF ~TTACLED DOCUENT

/ Title and Nature: %'ﬂ, M W P/%

B Smrne Ry avint 4

Date: /M 194/ Oric;inal (x) Copy ( ) Language.ﬁ.‘u;‘\

Has it been transluted? Yes { No ixg
Has it been photostated? Yes No

LOCATION OF ORIGINAL (also WITNE3S if applicable)

SOURCE OF ORIGINAL: U/SJ & M? VLTI N r/l-u./t%

PERSONS IMPLICATED: /9 ‘ C’
e p——
CRIMES TQ WHICH LCCULENT .PPLICAHLE:

SUIMARY OF RELEVANT POINTS (with page references):

s mprLoorL”

Analyst: % J{f_@_: ' Doc. No.
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