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150 Route 14.

SHIN ETSU LINE Mi. M,

Takasaki to Niigata via Karuizawa
(Shin-etsu Line).

The lhne from Takasaki to Niigata via Karuizaw.
Nagano cro<ses the Usui Pass, which divides the plai.
Musashi from the platean of Shinano.

Isobe (76.4 m. from Tokyd) is known for its
mineral spring. The spa, the water of which is heated
purposes of bathing, has for many years been resorte
by sufferers from stomach and intestinal troubles
neuralgia. A kind of thin biscuit made with the min
water 18 sold at the spa. The site of the castle of Sa-
Moritsuna of the Minamoto clan, and the Shogan-ji, in
precinets of which stands the tomb of the famous samu
are a short distance east of the spa. Isobe is the star
for the ascent of Mt. Myogi, a motor-bus running fi

the station to the village of Mydgi (5 m.) at the foo!
the mountain.

Mt. Myogi, which reaches a height of 3,532 ft., has th
peaks, Haku-un (** White Cloud "), Kondo (** Golden Cav.
and Kinkei (* Golden Cock ), all connected by lesser er. -
(Geologists explain that Myogi is probably the remnant
a very old volcano, and that the serrated form of its ro
peaks and pinnacles is largely owing to erosion.

Starting from the village of Myogi 1t 1s possible, wi
out overexertion, to clinb to the noted scenic points
all three poaks 1n a day, returning to Tokyo in the |
afternoon.  Trains leaving Tokyo late in the evening arn
at Isobe early the next morning. Ambitious climb: -

desirous of reaching the summit of each of the peaks, w |

require 2 or 3 days to accomplish the feat. It is advisal
to hire a guide in order that no places worth seeing
missed. Hundreds of school children make the asc
every year in charge of their teachers.

If only one peak is to be climbed, Kondo Peak is
commended. The trail leads upwards for 2.5 m. to a pli-

called Kondo-sha, where there is a large dwelling and t |

house combined. From this point a short trail leads ¢
to Kinkei Peak, enabling its most prominent crag, Huit
san (** Pen Point ') to be climbed. The way is up a shi
ridge along which the ascent is made with the aid o

ro‘sm provided by the guide. The top, not far from ti
ridge, 1

, is not the real summit of Kinkei, which 1s farth

south-east, but the view of Asama, Usui, Arafune, Kurot:

and other mountiains is almost the same from both poin -

There is a route from Matsuida to the summit of tl

mountsin, but as a guide is indispensable and the clu

very steep, the route above dascribed is recommended,
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ve satisfuctory to the majority of visitors.
On Kondo Peak there are 16 nitural stone gites or
It -a,‘l'n I:n:u;v and 10 small ones.  The four Inrgest, called
i l*nlll‘ Stlone Ciates of Kllflil'l.” wre :u'n-ul'lh', hllt tht'
o tWo o are not and can only b seen from Yokogiw,
tion on a clear day.” Mot of the small gates are seat
cd and difficult to approach.  Beyond the Kondo sha s
No. 1 gate, a vertieal slab of rock. with an opentng ‘v
high and 70 ft. \\‘iilr. This s the most attractive of
four gates.  These gites are grouped in a small area
1 the views from them of the mountain SCCNery are un-
*|l.m.~"~vd. At the Kondo-sha, at the base of a I;rur rock.
re 1s a small nataral cistern, the water from which, it
<iid, was used by Sagawara Michizane, a famous scholar
¥ t‘:l”lgl‘itll]lt*l‘ (?*4.'1—1'.'3), for his nkstone, whenee its

e K:m!m-suzuri mizu (" [nk slab water of :'iu;.:.w.;r.;
:-‘IllZ:lllc').

Haka-un (3,532 ft) is the highest of the Myogi Pe ks,
i tranl leads through a grove of noble cryptomerias up a
cp path sprinkled with pieces of lava thrown out by Mt
ana na violent eruption over 20 vears asgo. At
annent rocky point halfway up the mountain there is
tramework of bamboos fastened together so as to form

Chinese character 4, which is pronounced * Dai ™ and
s Ugreat., The bamboos are covered with hll‘il“ of
nte paper, which represent votive offerings mide by the
voult, The structure 1< sald to have been crected over
years ago, and s patterned after a similar one on Mt.
el near K}'nltl. Tlll.'. lhli lll!‘* i\ l:.lm' of 21 fl. :llll' a
iwht of 12 ft., and from the place where it is erected the
W 1s better than from any other point.

Bevond the Dai the trail leads over the Tengu-hyo)o

+ (" Hobgoblins' Conference Place ), past which several
vs hie across the track, and then is reached Oni-modon
" Devils Return,” suggesting that even devils wowdd fear
o any further. Here the way is up steps cut in the

. on a sharp incline, to the Okunoin qr * Holy of
‘ohes" an unexplored cave, with an entrance 12 ft. wide
1 8 ft. high, but of unknown depth. Near the entrance
'+ stone 1mages of Kwannon and Daikoku. It is a difii
It climb to the summit, but the view from there covers
‘"¢ upon range of mountaini. In the north-west are
'ts. Asama and Shirane and farther away the mountiins
Niigata Prefecture, and in the north-east are Haruua
d Akagi Peaks and Nantai-san in the Nikké mountaina
‘om the Dai good climbers allow half an bhour for the
‘P to the Okunoin and an hour for the trip to the sum-

1t and
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~ Matsuida (830.5 m. from Tokyd) is also an alight.
point for the climb of Mt. Myagi, the village of Myog

1ts fuot'ln:inq about 3 m. south-west of the station, mo: ..
bus available.

Yokogawa (839 m. from Tokyo) is at the beginnin. .,
the climb up the Usui Pass. The ascent (7 m.) of the ;. .
15 made on-the railway by means of the Abt system (
and rack system), the gradient being 1 in 15, " THere ..
26 tunnels 1n the section, which altogether proved the
difficult piece of enginecring on the Japanese railw ..
Electric engines are attached to trains going over the | -

S0 a8 to avoid the nuisance of smoke from the locomo:
while in the tunnels,

The Usui Pass rises to J08R ft. and forms the naty |
boundary of two prefectures, Gumma and Nagano. |

former days a barrier was erected at  Yokogawa .
travellers were examined there. The Pass 15 famous
its wealth of autumn scenery, which is seen at its | <
from the latter part of October to the beginning f
November. Visitors may alight at Kumanotaira, which
midway between Yokogawa and Karuizawa, or they n .
proceed to Karuizawa by train and return to Kuma:
taira or Yokogawa by way of Kyu-Karuizawa. On 1!
summit of the Pass stands the Kumano Shrine, fron
which an extensive view is obtainable. Besides 1t}
steep peaks of Myogi lying near by, the mount:
ranges of Chichibu and Kai are visible in a (.
distance beyond Myogi and also Mts. Haruna and Ak 1
on the east.

Karuizawa (%0.8 m. from Tokyo) stands at an elevatio
of 3,166 ft. above sea-level and is now one of the mo-

popular summer resorts in Japan on account of its co !
ness and its accessibility.

Hotels: Mampei Hotel, 1 m. from the station, situat.d
iy an attractive park, 40 rooms, A. plan ¥9 up. Mika-
}*otel 2 m. from the station; Rooms 34, E. plan ¥3 up
breakfast ¥TI, lunch ¥1.50, and dinner ¥2 Karmx;u_n:t
Hotel, near the station, in a Japanese garden ; Rooms ..,
A. plan ¥12 up. New Grand Lodge, 10 min. drive from
the station; Rooms 33, E. plan Y4 up, breakfast ¥ 1.0
lunch ¥3, and dinner ¥ 3.50.

Karuizawa is shut in on three sides by mountains.
the east rises the Usui Pass, which stretches south to form
Yagusaki-yama and joins Tomebu-yama standing on th:
north. In the same quarter there rises in the fnmgrounl
Mt. Atago and the lesser hills of Kose-yama and Mi-yam .
which extend west to enclose the base of Mt. Asama an'l

Kaml‘:t. {1
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oin Hanare-vima, thereby forming the northern barrier
Karmizawa. The southerr barrier consists of Yagasaki-
ma. The STASSV moors on the south west, the only open
Crectien, are bounded gt their western extremity by the
ap ridge of Yakaze, and oceupy about two-thirds of the
hole aren nf. Rarmizawa, which 15 thus endowed with an
vigorating (‘lllll:th'. the thi.‘l‘mnlllctt'r never rising above

F. even 1n the hottest SCASOL),

The town is divided into new and old portions, the
mer being created after the opening of the ratlway.
ost of the summer residences are i the northern part
the town, but in the southern part, |ujnlu| the r.ulw.-.t}'.
W summer residence quarter 1s beiny developwd,

It was by the late Venerabile Archdeacsm A, O Shaw and Prof
v, then of the Tokyo Imperial University, that Karuizawa wns
tantroduced to the foregm public as a summer resort., They visat
the place i 1ssd, and in 1588 the Archdeacon badt himself a villa
the top of Okatsuka, an example which was followed by other
NS, 'l'hl'hlill:lllr'rt'ul-frn hns sNCe Immoreased W alsout 50 per
s 0of whom about 40600 gre Japanese. The moority of the visitors
- their own cottages, about 70 mn Al The villagers erected a
nument to Archdeacon Shaw in 193 . ¢ *tands to the left of the
‘rance o the Little Anglican church,

During the season, many Protestant missionaries work-
21 the Far East, professional and commercial foreign
1dents 1n Japan and some of the diplomatie corps, be.
lvs an illt'l‘v:l.-in'.:' number of the .|:|p:ll|t-m- nnlullt}‘ and
'*lllilli"?” nmen, resort to K;ll'lliﬁ-lw.l, “Hllr!‘l'I'lll'l.'"i Illl'l
nventions are held to disenss missionary and educational
rk. Sports are also prominent. there being keen eom
fitton 1 tennis baseball, ericket, and track and field
rnts, T'wo good golf courses have also been lad out an
1A (9 holes) and New (1% holes) Karnizawa respectively,

During the scison “the Machi” the Broadway of
cirmizawa, 1s lined with the shops of the dealers who
ck there from the large cities for the summer trade and
?mnged with hll} ers, who al<o find 1nterest in the Bulle.

' Board alongside the post-office, on which are fastened
| kinds of notices, from those concerning church services
A conferences to the special menu of some restaurant.

Hanare-yama is the name of the hill on the left on the
v to the town from the station. Just beyond is the
inmer villa of the late Marquis Okuma, used as a resi
‘nce for the Emperor when he was Prince Regent and
sited there in 1923, The Old Karuizawa golf course is
ot far from the foot of the hill, where there are @ pund
'd summer-house.

Mt. Yagasaki, a triangular point near the station, forms
art of the rim of the Karuizawa basin. From it can be
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obtained a good view of the pinnacles and gorges of ti.
Myomi district. Kamado-iwa, a curiously shaped rock
the Yagasaki range, 1s reached by a road skirting t!
foot of the range.

Sights 1n the neighbourhood, or places for excursio
besides the above, are the Usur Puass. Kose Spa, Wurn
Pass, Mt. Atago, Kumano Shrine, Oni-uo-Oshidasln - Ro.
(lava beds), and Mt. Asuma. Some of these are situat
on the Kusatsu Electric Railway, which runs to RKusa
Spa (3,840 ft.) from the platean of Karuwizawa o 3 hrs.

Kose (0.2 m. from Karuizawa) 1s the station for t!
Kose Spa, where the Horatkan is prepared to cater f
forcigners, and 15 cquipped with public and private batl
The Ryo-ga-taki (¢ Dragon Waterfall ') lies at the head
A cool shaded elen, a short distance beyoud the station. |
1s worth sceiny.

Kita Karuizawa (16 m. from Karuizawa) 1s 3 m. fro
the Oni-no-O<hidashit Rocks, the liva beds left ll)’ one
the most remarkable lava flows ever known, caused by tl
great cruption of Mt Asama in 1758, Milhions of tons .
this lava descended o the form of an inverted fan, kilhin
more than a thousand people and destroying sever
villiuges.

Kusatsu and Neighbourhood.

Kusatsu (4.5 m. from Karuizaw:i) 1s a spa of terus
tioual renown, noted for the miraculous cures of rheun
tism. gout, chronie skin discases, ete. effected by 1ts waters.

There are many routes to Kusatsu; the most popul
1s from Karuizawa, as there runs the Kusatsu Electric Ran
way (.4 m): the next from Shibukawa via Kawarayu !
motor-bus. ‘The tramway run by the Tokyd Electric Ligl
C'o. goes from Shibukawa on the Joetsu line to Nakano)
whenee the spa 18 reached by motor-bus via Kawara)
and Naganohara. I'he motor rvad between Shibukaw
and Kusatsu (about 37 m) mostly follows the course ¢
the River Agatsuma, the section near Kawarayu affordin
a splendid view of the rocky valley known as the Yabak:
(see p. 401) of the Kwantd distnct.

The waters of Kusatsu have long been celebrated f
their health-restoring properties and mauy celebrated pe:
sons have visited the spa and testified to their efficac:
Yoritomo, the founder of the Kamakura Shigunate, w
especially prominent in spreading the fame of the wate:
in the 12th century. The chief chemical constituent of th
water 1s sulphur 10 the forin of sulphuric acid; other co
stitueats are irou, alum, and amsenic. The temperatur:

1 no-kawara, a sulphurous district; Koni
vadley ™), in which there is ice all the year round ; Sessho-
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1< as high as 147.9° F., but this is reduced in the baths
12° F. The waters have such a powerful effect on the
1 that sores arce produced on the tender parts of the
v at the first stage.

The chief llllhlil" bath, called Netsy no yu, stands in
town square, the water being so hot that bathers put
‘mselves under a sort of lllilitﬂr}' iliwiplim-. with =
Ath-master 7 to direct the operations. The first process
sists an stirring up the waters so as to reduce the tem-
cature. This 1s done by means of long boards, which
bathers rock from side to side while they chant a
rus. At the word of command from the bath master,
bhathers, who frequently number as many as 20, enter
bath, where they remain absolutely motionless for 3
b min. Any movement, of course, would make the heat
the bath doubly trying to the bathers. At intervals of
minute or so the master announces how mll{‘:h Immvr
v have to stay in the bath, and to this all the bathers
~wer 1n chorus. Thus the bath-master will say: *“[If
croare all ready — enter the water,” followed by the
chiration, Y Three  minutes more,” then “Only  two
mtes more,” and then * Just a little longer,” and finally,
et out of the water slowlyv.,” This last order 1s
ved instantly, the bathers popping up like ecorks.
Kusatsu i1s a clean-looking town, surrounded by pine
1 Lirch forests, and 15 built round a square, which is full
the steam from the boiling water that is conveyed there
wooden truuulw to colleet the aulphur tlvpusihl with
nch the water 1s full.  These are called Yunohana, or
Flowers of the Hot Spring.”

A number of interesting places in the vicinity afford
casant walks, such as Kakomi-yama, a Jiilwcad hill ;
ani (" Frozen

«wa, where there are some curiously shaped rocks: Osen-
taki, a waterfall 160 ft. high: and Mt. Shirane (“White
a1k 7). From Kusat<u two roads run north west to Nagano
Tvfecture, one to Susaka via the Torii Pass and the other
+ Shibu S8pa (about 12 m.), over the pass of the same
une, ——a very laborious expedition. This path, hdwever
“cures one the advantage of visiting Mt. Shirane and of
oying the more soothing waters of the Shibu Spa.
"hose who have been through the bathing course at Kusa-
1 generally make a week's stay at Shibu or any other
2 with mild saline spriogs, as an after-cure.

~_Mt. Shirane, called the Kusatsu Shirane to distinguish
from the Nikko Shirane, is an active volcano, 6, ft.

"igh, which has had four eruptions during the last few
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decades. It requires a day to make the round trip f
Rusatsu to the top of the mountain (O m) and back av
The mountan has three craters, dense Vapour aseerd
from the central one, which i1s eadled Yugama (" Hot w,
cauldron ™). The woods all around present a desol
appearance with blasted trees, the effect of recent cruptio
Near Shirane s Moto-Shirane, another cone-shaped vole
and in front of it is Mt. Manza, which has hot springs
1ts foot.

Kutsukake (933 m from Tokyd; Inn: Masuva) for
with Karuizawa and Oiwake, the next station. the th
posting stations at the base of Mt. Asamq, as they w
deseribed in former days. It is one of the starting por
for the ascent of Mt. Asama.

Mt. Asama (%131 ft), on the bound \ry between Naw
and Gumma Prefectures, ranks with Mt. Aso in Kyu.
as the largest active volcano in Japan.  Its activity d
from ancient times, but although minor cruptions even
take place from time to time, no serious ulml*luv has b
done since the disastrous explosion of 1783 That ¢
trophe destroyed nearly fifty  villages in the  vieini
killed hulull'wfs of persons, and covered the surronnd
country with a thick layer of ashes and cinders, still to
seen ot the moor of Karuizawa and adjoining places.

There are four routes for ascending the mounta
from Kutsukike or Rarmizawa, Shinano Oiwake, Mive
and Komoro Stations.  Whichever route is taken 1
advisable to start with a guide at night, <o as to avoid
laring heat on the unsheltered moor Eieh route hs
advantages, but it 1s recommended that the ascent bhe me
from Kutsukake, a comparatively  ecasy chimb, and
descent to Komoro on the 8hin etsn line.

The ascent from Kutsukake passes the Hoshine S
and the Sen-ga-taki, from which point to the summit
18 3.0 m.  For the sunset view on the summit a start shou
be made in the afternoon, but those who wish to eni
the sunrise should leave Kutsukike about 9 or 10 in t
cvening, reaching the last station. a tea house, hetween
and 12, when an hour's sleep may be cnjoyed, and tl
climb to the summit begun about 1230 or 2 in the morni:.
It is an easy walk of 2 hrs. 3 min. from the tea hous
In the season a motor-bus may be available to the te
house. An alternative route is to take the Kusatsu Electr
Railway to Kose and thence on foot along the trail whi
comes out on the Kutsukake road near the tea-house. Th
route is rather steep, but it is <horter and pleasanter fo

d rtiea.
.’Ro ascent from Komoro (about 9 m.) goes through »
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rest of brambles and then across a swamp. A chmb of
out 4 m.over the crest of a ridee called Mackake varm
nus us to an extensive larch forest, after which the path
ws steeper and the vegetation seareor tlll Mt Mae kak.
clhimbed aud a descent made to the cdge of the crater
1w only stream on the mountiin is passed on this route.
ve hours must be allowed for the ascent and four houars
v the descent.  Saddle horses are available to N lmlging-
1se, about 7 m. from the station (YSfor the return trip).

The crater of Mt. Asama ix oval, the circumference
img about 1.2m. The bottom is of unfathomable depth,
1 as seen after dark, the glow from the interior of the
ter makes an unearthly scene. The view from the sumimit

ihraces a good part of Central Japan, but it is too often
~cured by fogs and clouds,

Komoro (104.7 m. from Tokyd) i~ the junction for the
ku Railway to Koumi (19 1m.). which is situated 2938 ft
ove the sea, surrounded by Mits. Yatsu-gi-take, Kimpu

and Kobushi-ga-take. From Koumi. the Koumi hne
the Government Railways leads to Saku-Uminokuchi
v m.) vin Matsubarako.

lake Matﬂlbau. neag hl:ll'-ulr.lr.llin h't'ltiun. 1 noted for
skating in winter. The likv, also called Lake Ina ko
casures about 4 m. in circumference and has a stnaller
. ke Cho-ko, on the west. T hese likes, being loeated
the foot of Yatsu-ga-take on the upper stream of the

nkuma, present some charming Lindscapes (motor-cars

dlable from the station).

Ueda (1159 m. from Tokyo: pop. 351000 s the june
n for the Ueds Onsen Elecetrie Ratlway, which runs five
nches to neighbouring places. (nly one tower of she

“tle 18 now standing; it 1s used as a museum for showing
‘ient armour, weapons, ete.

Bessho Spa. one of the hut-spriug resorts near l.HI:I, 18

whed by the Ueda Onsen Electric Railway. The waters
sad to be good for rheumatism. Inn - Hanaya Hotel

Sugadaira Skiing Cround, on the slopes of Neko-dake

_'i Azumaya-san, 1s not far from Sanada, the terminus

the North-Eastern line of Ueda Ousen Electric Railway.
motor-bus is available from this station to Doai, whence
8 37 m. to the slope.  Tn the season, the Sugadaira Ski

otel and the Yama no ie (" Mountain House ™), maintained

the Government Railways, are open: each has acvous.
dation for 200 persons.

Yashiro (128.3 m. from Tokyo) is the junction for the
‘§1no Electric Riilway, which touches at a number of spas,

“se being comprehensively divided into two scctions, the
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Yamada and Hirao Hot S‘Iﬁllﬂ'ﬂ. These spas may be reach,
from Nagano, whence a line of the same railway bran

off.
Shinonoi (131.5 m. from T'okyd) 1s the junction for

Shinonor hine (see p. 127) and 18 near the famous bat
ficld of Kawanaka-yima.

Nagano (137.9 m. from Tokys; Inns: Fujiya, Saiho
kan), pop. 3.0, was formerly called Zenkojn, afte
famous temple of that nnme which was located there, 'l
name was changed when the city was made the capital
Nagano Prefecture. Sericulture i1s the most 1mportant
dustry in the Prefecture, supplying about a quarter of
total output of the raw silk of Japan.

The Zenko-ji, one of the most popular Buddhist temy
in Japin, occupies an elevated site at the northern extr
ity of the city at a distance of 1.3 m. from the stat:
(motor-bus available). It wus founded in 664, but all :
buildings now standing are of modern construction.

The chief images worshipped are those of Amida o
his followers, Kwannon and Daiseishi, believed to h.
been made of gold by Buddha himself. They found th
way to Korea and finally to Japan as a present from !
King of Korea in 552. 'T'he images suffered at the hand-
Japanese iconoclasts, who were opposed to the introduct:
of Buddhisin, and were at one time consigned to the flan
and then thrown into a pond at Naniwa (Osaka) from wh
they were rescued in 602 by Honda Yoshimitsu, w
carried them to his native place in Shinano and aft
wards built for them a small temnple at Imoino-sato, Naga
During the long period of anarchy they experienced mi
vigissitudes, but ﬁuull¥ they were restored to their origi
site at Zenkoji in 1598. The temple is named after
founder, whose personal name can also be read accord:
to the Chinese pronunciation * Zenko.” Images of !
founder and his wife and son are worshipped in the tal.
nacle, along with the images of Amida and his followe:

Togomo (144 m. from Tokyo) is the junction for
liyama Railway, which runs to Tdokamachi (46.8 m.) °
liyama. About 20 m. from Toyono is Kamisakai, which
2 m. from Nozawa (motor-bus available). The :Egt_
1980 ft. above sea-level, and is noted for having good sk
grounds in its vicinity.

Kashiwabara (155.3 m. from T3kyd) is the alight:
place for Mts. Kurohime and Togakushi.

Mt. Togakushi (6,115 ft.) is one of the highest peaks
the range and is much referred to in Japanese Rotry. |
may be climbed from Kashiwabara or Nagano. e forn:
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e easier route, as a motor bus is availible for 12 m. of

wiav to the Chuasha (" Middle Shrioe ). which 14 A
dsized village contining many inns, The plice is over
h)oqt. ;lll“\i' fllt' |t*‘~l l of lllf‘ L AN | ?ITI'I i'l lll'li'.:hlfll”v rnul
summer owing to ats being shaded by aged eryvptomeri-.

Il*'k“ hh'l n""'ll'itll' i% :I'lull' H Illlli' flll‘!hrl“. on to Ih--

thowest, and the Oku-shia (" Holy of Holies ), 27

h . _ . <4 . to
north- west.  The last, which 1s a beautiful editice, can

<1 be reached from Nembutsu-ike on the way to Cha <ha.
it “kll =h1 18 l*lllllllhllll_}' Ul“t'il !lu- sinmat t-lf Tuu.lkllnlti,
{18 n-ull_\' the western u.\ll‘l'lllil}' of Mue vama. From
can be seen all the peaks of the Northe: Alps, Mt,
anay and the distant peak of Mt Fuii,

lzuna-san (6.000 fr.) ~hould bo asce nded from the Chii-
von Mt Togikushi, as the track from Nagano 1s in a
te of neglect, It 15 about 3 m. to the summit.

Lake Nojiri (2,100 ft.) 18 3 m. to the north eist of Kashh.
bara Station (motor buses available), Tt lies at the foot

Mts. Mycko and Kurohime, and measures 55 m. in
cumference. There is good fishing in the lake for salmon.
it and carp.

Laake Nojurt cume into promiuence in 1021 through the
torts of the Noiri Inlxl' Asson itli"tl. w hich was formed

Illl}' l;lllfl Ol lh*' l.ll\'" '-IIH."" f“l' T'u* i'n!;;llliuht"rut nf N |

reign settlement as a summer re ort, There are some 86

Tlages :Hlll A nllluln-l' of ntlwl‘ |ul- are .t\‘:lil;llllt'. Tlll'.
socation provides several siling boats for hire,  Detailed
tormation can be obtained from the Secrctary of the
' lri laflkl' .\‘Hli'i llill'L, K.l"lli‘-\'lllil'.t. x.lﬂlllll Ill:t ri"ltllri‘.

Taguchi (160).5 m. from Tokyo) is the station for the
K lkllr*l Hll'l .."}"'lku ﬁlll-“.

Akakura Spa (4.9 m. north of Tugtlrhi; motor-bus
il il'li) stands 25%) ft, .llnl\'tﬁ sl vel Hll'l t‘ullllll:llld't an
nsive view. The spa is a splendid place for skung in
wter, Inns: Akakura Hotel and several others. lkeno-

ta Spaas about 2 m. from Taguchi Station and is a guod
e for :-nnklllll.,'Ir 1n the season.

_Mt. Mycko (R/®5 ft.) can be ascended and descended,
¢ hrs. from Akakury Spi. The road (7.5 m.) branches

~the right and left at the top of the village street, the
<ht branch going to Kila-]irllu-dani (" Northern Hell M)

" the left and shorter road to Minami-jigoku-dani
Southern Hell 7). The two roads meet again at a shrine
1 just beyond is a pond, from which plice to the summit
*m) 1t 1s a sharp climb, aided by chains fastened to the
cke.  Mt. Myoko is an extinet voleano. the long semi-

rcular ridge surrounding it constituting Mt Mae-yama in
ont and Mt. Akakura on the south and Mt Kanna, the
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«similar ridee on the north, At the summit stands a «sm
temple dedicated to Amida, and the view includes Asa,
Fuir. the Japan Sea, and even the Island of Sado ang o
weather,

There are good skitng grounds all along the foor
Mt. .“_\'uku. where the snow falls to the depth of 10 ftr
Mvoko, lkeno-taira, Akakura and Sckr Spas are full
enthusiasts in the scason.

Sekiyama (1654 m. from Tokyd) 18 noted for the 1
spas Seki and Tsubame, the former abont 4m. and o
l'lltrr o6 m. Hnllh west of the hf.ltinn, hnl']j ln*inu g
rkitng places.  Tsubame 15 one of the starting points |
Mt. Myoko.

Takada (179.2 m. from Tokvo: pop. ) s noted |
its heavy snowfall, the eaves of the houses being nnusug!
broad so as to keep a way open along the streets. It w
at Takada that skiing was introduced to Japan by o
Austrian military officers attached to the Takada Arn
Iivision, and now tens of thousands of skis are manuf,
tured every vear at Takada. Kamaya Hill, one mile w
of the station, 1s the local eentre for the sport.

Nacvtsu (1833 m. from Tokyo), on the coast of tl
Japan Sea, is the junction for the Hokuriku main line w
can be reached from Tokyo in about 7 hrs, by expre:
The harbour i1s shallow and l'\]ﬂht*tl and thus does n
muke a good anchorage.

The railway turns to the right at Nuoetsu and ru
along the seashore, touching en route at Kuroi, Smgy
Katamachi., Kakizaki, and Hassaki, the last place lying
the foot of Mt. Yone-yvama (3,177 ft.), where a barner w
established formerly by the Daimyo of Tukuda,

Kashiwazaki (2059 m. from Tokvo; pop. 24100) 1s o
jnnction for the Echigo line to Nugata (002 m). It ow
its prosperity to the oil-wells in the vicinity, the oil fro
which is conveved by pipes to the refinery of the Nipp
Sekivu Kaisha in the city,

The Shin-etsu main line, which has thus far ran almo-
parallel to the Hokurikn Highway, now turns to the rgh
and goes inland. The Echigo line, which starts from her
proceeds along the highway to its destination, Nngat:
passing through the oil-producing district.

Izumozaki (15.4 m. from Kashiwazaki) is a noted fishin

town. The old temple of Zenshd-ji is associated with Nichire
a d'uciple of Nichiren, as Nichird stayed at the templ
when Nichiren was exiled to the Island of Sado.

Echigo-Hirota (2132 m. from Tokys) is noted for it~

grand cryptomeria, about 1,000 yecars old, which grows an
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he precinets of the Hakusan jinshy at Nakamura, abeont
mile north of the station.
Raikoji (2227 m. from Tokvd) is the junction for hot)
Uonuma hine to Noshi Opiva (51 1m0 and the Nagok
Halway to Teradomart (243 ). Ofiva 1« famons for 11s
vhiles, l"*"""i'l”}' a Kind of IH‘III‘I cloth called Cheovper hisems
Feradomari 1s the nearest port to e Island of Sado (22
at.m.). The Emperor .Lmtukll (1211 = 1221) <taved here
vhen he was rxll--ll to Nado by the How Regeney.  The
me fate ht-fl'” Nirhir'l'lt abont ﬁff’_\' Nears later, '
Miyauchi (226.5 m. from Tokyo) is the anction for the
ctsu line to Takasaki (see Route 1H), ‘
Nagaoka (2287 m. from Tokyo: pop. 27 MN) 14 a contre of
' u.ll'_ 1in this I*H‘:l“f}’. The ili-u'n\rl'_\' of ]H'!rnlrlllll 1N 1ts
ety mereased the |-r'uﬂ[wrif_\' of the city, and although
l}' a small qu lHTil}' of otl 15 now ohtained, l-hl' mainufacture
machinery, which was developed at the time of the oil
om, still continues an important industry of the place.

Mitsuke (2377 m. from Tokv) i= noted for its silk
vtiles. DTimamachi, sitaated 1.2 mo from the station, is
lehrated for its kite fiving féte, called Talo-age. which
held on June Hth, 6th and Tth, when two poirties compete
th cach other aeross the River Kill‘i_\'.t[:l. The kites used
.l'ﬂ”'l: as much as 16 fi. Ll B and the ulnjm'f 1s to cut the
reestring of jour opponent by bringing it into contact
2h that of your own Kkite.

Sanjo (242.1 m. from Tokyo) 18 noted for its hardware
4 printed cotton fabrices,

Higashi-Sanjo (243.1 m. from Tokva) i« the junction for
Yahiko branch (15.7 m), which runs from Echigo-Naga-
wa to Yahiko, famous for the Yahiko Shrine, the annual
~tival of which 1s held on May 14th, and lantern festival
CJune 14th. The old buildings were burned down in
12, and 1t has now been reconstructed on a site at the

@ of Mt. Yahiko, an isolated peak on the seashore,
1 a setting of superb cryptomerias.

Niitsu (25%3.05 m. from Tokyo) is famous for the oil wells

Cats vicinity. The Uetsu line and the Ban-etsu West

.« join here,

']'l_w existence of ol 1n the district was known three
nturies back. the " Fire-well " at Garameki, which emits
tural gas, being considered as one of the seven wonders

thigo.

Koal-mura, about 4 m. west of the station (motor-bus

‘allable), is celebrated for its large cultivation of tulips,

~onies, hyacinths, etc. They are exported to America in
at numbers.




162 Route 14, lg".lll\_i.:'l‘lgl' LINE Niigar

Niigata (2! m. from Tokyo; Iuns: Nngita Hon
Shinoda. Koin, pop. 125,100, situated on the banks of ¢
River Shinano, 1s the capital of NMngata Prefecture and
Clean and attractive ety It i< cut off from the sea by |
wand hills. and is intersected by many canals, :!l-m_u whi
formerly there was much boat  trafhic. I'he city 15 noe
for itw tlihlll Y uf iirrwnrk-a. “'Illt']l l:iki‘H I!I:H'l'. cvery voal
Augast.  The display is said to be the Lirgest an Japan,

Thoe River Shinano Y33 m. long, nises at the foot of M1, Kobu
cotake on the boundary of Nasaro, Saitama and _\ amanashi Prod
tures and empties itself nto the Jupan Sea at Nigata, In Ny
l'h'f-"t‘fuu' the rver waters the most fertile plan in thus part of
country. though 1 has always overtlowed when the spring floods o
and damaged Inrge areas i the past. A O3 m. canal was constru
(rom the river ot Okbza to Teradomar on the Japan Sea in order
divert some of s flood waters, The harbour of Nugatn, howe:
has not receanved the full benellt expected from tlhus diverson wor
and another canal 15 planned.

Niigata was opencd to foreign trade in 1869, but 1t kL
never l't!:llif.l‘ll the expuectations then v:llcr_t:um-tl, owing
its poor hatbour and the difficulty of keeping the entran
dredged. At present ships up to 6,000 tons ¢an be berth
larger ships have to lie outside and in strong northe
vailes often have to tike refage in Ryvotsu Bay, Sado Isha
T - - . D il B 1
Hivori vami on the sand hills and Hakonsan Park are
]'!'i"*'i['ll |t| wes of interest,

Sado Island.

Qado Islind, which s 330 sq. m. in area and econta
a population of 1063 %, forms a part of Nugata Prefeetw
There are steamship services twice daily between Ny
and Rvotsu, the passage requiring 3 hrs, o) min,

Sado Island has two parallel mountain chains i th
north-west and the south-east, between which there s
extensive fertile plain where much rice is grown.  Kimpok
wain (3570 ft.) in the north-west is the ghest peak. 'l
roads on the island are good and motor-buses run betwe
the principal plices.

Ryotsu (pop. 6,90) is practieally a port of refuge t
Niigata from September to April, when strong winds
apt to prevaal.

Kalfu-meguri, or * Excursion to Kaifu.”" — The most po

alar attraction of Sado Island is a boating trip along th

coast of the northern half of the island. The coast consist
of two sections, Uchi-Kaifu or Uchi-ura (Inner cOst) an

Soto-Kaifu or Soto-ura (Outer coast). The trip starts frov
Ryotau and extends to Washizaki at the northern extremit®
of the island. Cliffs rising sheer from the water and roman! li
rocks with the waves breaking at the base, dotted with

MAikawa. SADO ISLAND 14. Route. 163

-hermen’s huts on the shore. make the Uchiura route
cturesque, The projection stretehing out west of Washi
has Yazaki,  Passing by Hanki zaki, we come to Scki
ki, about 15 m. to the south. This part of the route.
ith splendid waterfalls and islets coming out on an ebb
de, forms the most |n'nmin- nt scencry of Soto-ura. Then
Hows another splendid view of the coast from Takashita
ki down to Aikawa, about 2om. to the south. The trip
kes mbout O hes, the charge for a public motor boit for
Cpassengers being Y 20,

Aikawa, the largest town on the island with

\wa, , & |--;'-ul.|
ol T20), can be reached by motor bus from Ryotsu

Is famous for its gold and silver mines, which have been
crated continuously sinee their discovery in 1601, They
cre worked by prison Libour during the Tokugawa ¢ra and
e himperal property at the time of the Restoration
e Liter sold to the Mitsubishi Company.  The mines were

¢ very productive, but at precent the annual output of
Jd amounts to about ~H Tbs, and that of stiver to 1OAR20 | s,

v kind of red |lnl't't*|:lil| called Moy, wow nake 1« made  at
chawa, the clay being obtuned from the seams of the

Other towns on the island are gl (porpr. HJ0) Siwane
ope a3y and Kawaharada (popr. 2.500).
Sado Ishind Is famo as as a ]ll.u't- of r\lln- i the edd e

onay the most exalted of these exiles e g the bLm
ror JJ untoku, who :ﬂtl‘lllpltjll to overthrow the l\.:tlmkut‘_l
cdunate Inll Wais lll‘fl*:llt'll ll) the lh'urul "uj{r Ylhlliluki.
i ['l;lt'l;' of the l':lnpt'l'lll“h | nlltling at ko Ma ura 1s marked
- stone l‘llllllllll. Hear “llil‘ll IS i uil]ﬁl,ﬂ‘ l‘“llllllll. |||,|rki“u
' |'l.u'l' “'lll'l'l.' ”ll‘ |il'l'.-t'llt |‘:ll||n'[‘t+|" l]u-n l'rinn- "; g.,;ul‘
dded ona visae to the island in 192, The site of Kuroki
~ho (U Unhewn-Timber Palace ™) at Tzumi (10 m. soath.

~tof Ryotsu), where the unlucky Fmperor lived for 22

' - : : - VUIIS,
1 MY nf tlu' |u||nt,- uf Milerest .‘.lllil ul'ﬂl |ll- lnurl.nl pl.u‘v at
o (13 me from Ryatsu) and

1 ! | the Mano Shrine near by,
! _'illllilt' uf .“_\'Hit'll 1, W'lli'll I~ 1'|uu- to lhl' P'll’ilh'.
ituns the tomb of Hino Suketomo, a courtier of the
mperor Godaigo, who was exiled here and was executed by
':. Grovernor. Hl*- SO, who w.s not allowed to s¢e hl'l fllh(:r
tore he was executed, subsequently killed the Governor
1 escaped from the island. Another celebrated exile was

-

x""-"illlrl"n. "llU li"l"l on tlle iﬂl.’l“d from lﬂl 'i“ '2?‘. ror

¢ months he lived in a hut, the site of which was at the
trance to the Kompon-ji, but later he was allowed to

move to another place, now occupied by the Mydshd- ),
here his house, restored and covered, is a of

‘image for his adherents. A visit to these and other places
' note can be made in 5 hra. by motor-car from Rydteu.




164 Howute 15. JOE'TSU LINE

Route 15. Tokyo to Niigata by Joetsu Line.

The shortest route from Tokyo to Nugata is via
Joetsu hne, and takes only abount 7 hrs. ll}' CXPress, ]
follows in the main the old highway ealled the Mikuy,
kiido and ruuns through Gumma and Nugata Prefecture
Ctraversing many hot-spring districts and some fine mou:
taln scenery. ﬁur the route between Tokyo and Takasal

SCC PR o0 (‘Tokyo ()llli_‘_\‘;l) and 148 (()Illi_\':l. 'r.‘tk.lh.l‘\'i).

Takasaki to Miyauchi (Joetsu Line).

Shibukawa (786 m. from Tokyo) is the principal o
trance to the Ikao Spa.

Ikao (Hotel: Ikao Hotel, rooms 52, E. plan ¥ 2.00 up
breakfast 80 sen, lunch ¥ 130 and dinner ¥ 180, Inns
Koguru. (Thigim. etc.) 1s one of the most 1_'tr|1-hr:ltl'_ll ()
Japan's spas and is within easy reach of Tokyo and Yoko
hama. It is built on a series of terraces on the north-ens
slope of Mt. Haruna, at an elevation of 280 ft., aw
consists almost entirely of inns and shops purveying to th
needs of visttors. The hot spring, at a temperature o
close on 115°F., contains a small quantity of iron an
sulphate of soda and is believed to be specially efhicacion
for stomach diseases.

The hillsides around Ikao are covered with wild flower:
from June to September and the scenery is extensive an
beautiful. It can best be seen from the Ikao-)insha, w
old Shintd shrine, which overlooks the surrounding countr)
Near this shrine will be found a spot called Miharash
(* Viewing Place ™) from which on a clear day the sacred
Nantai-san among the Nikko mountains and the Norther
Alps can be seen. Near the Miharashi is a small eminenc
called Monokiki-vama (** Mountain where things are heard ")
where there i1s an echo.

A pleasant walk 1s to the cascades of Nanae-no-tak:
and Benten-taki. The former is close to Ikao and consist-
of seven little cascades into which the mountain torren!
here divides. Benten-taki is worthy of the name of
waterfall. as it is 40 ft. in height and 10 ft. wide. It 1~
utilized for generating electricity to supply motor power
to the trams from Shibukawa to Ikao. here is also au:
other cascade midway between these two, called O-taki.

The Misusawa Kwannon, a Buddhist temple in which
the * Thoussnd-handed Kwannon" is enshrined, stands 1n
Mizusawa village, 3 m. from lkso via the Sengen-yamai

woods. Some two miles farther on is the highest waterfall

”' ,Illl'“ nd. ']‘ ’l':'rﬁl ) lal.\ I: 1,5 ,l'uu [e l'll:l

. the district, called Funya-no-taki, which descends in two
awes, making altogether a height of 203 ft.

Mt. Haruna (Haruna-san) ranks with Akagi and Myogi
nong the celebrated mountains of Gumma Prefecture

"he distance from lkao to Lake Haruna s about 4 m.. of

‘lit‘ll 1.3 m. cin ht' t‘n’bt'l‘t'tl lr_\' t':lllll,' car to a 'l-‘ll‘l‘ l‘.‘t"i"|
weone Pass (fare, 60 zen single, ¥ 1 return). rom Y ase

¢ Pass the road traverses a moor for about 2.5 m. to
o lake (motor-bhus available).

Soma-yama, also called Kurokamt vama, the highest
k of the Haruna range, 15 4656 ft. hivh and rather steep,
on chains being fixed at some places to aid chimbers, O
w summit stands a shrine from which an extensive view
Ay be obtained, including Fun nearly due south, several

" the lofty ranges of Kat and Shinano, and neighbouring
H‘k“-

Haruna-Fuji or lkao -Fuji (4,58 ft) rises to the north-
~t of Lake Haruna. At 1ts foot, facing the lake. is a
wdl mound ¢dled Hitomokko yama. Legend records that
wias to have been added to the Haruna Fun, bat day
¢an to dawn while the goblin was engaged on the task

d he had to leave this one mound of earth unadded to
e l't'H'.

|ake Haruna l'lt'l‘llllit‘:i l]lt‘ cratoer of an extincet \n||‘ullu
3 i:ﬂ 2.0 m. round. The water is I‘Ii',ll‘ and i*t nfuskul
th trout and carp, which may be caught on application
the 1nns on the shore, where boats and fishing-tackle
1 be hired.  The outflow from the lake forms the Benten
Vaterfall.  In winter the lake freezes over and 1s used for
ing, and there are also excellent skiing grounds on the
s,
Tenjin-toge 1s a paxs on the road leading from the lake
Haruna-)insha, a hig torii standing at the top.

Haruna-jinsha, about 1.2 m. from the pass, 1s an ancient
intd shrine, standing amid precipitous rocks and aged
' ptomerias. As-l:vndlng the pa?t.'(f approach we come
zite with some fine carvings of dragons. Behind rises a
'ge halberd-shaped rock, while at the back of the main
rine there is another precipitous rock, the top of which
shaped like a man’s head. Some fine carvings are to be
‘n on the buildings. The quaint iron standard lanteru

front of the ex-voto hall was a present from Nitta

" oshisada (see p. 139).

Leaving the grounds of the shrine we come a minute
‘er to a red brnidge and then to a three-storied, weather
iined pagoda. Further along, across the ravine, is an
\dly shaped natural stone arch, called Kurakake-iwa
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(* Saddle-hanging Rock ), resembhing the frout half of .
old Japanese saddle. Beyond this, further down the streany
is a big bronze toru.

Kusatsu Spa miy be reached fl'mu_ﬁhi\-ukuwt vii Nk
Imjn and Kawarayu Spa (about O m.), and also 1o
Karuizawa (see p. 14).

Shima Spa is 223 m. from Shibukiwa and 10 m. north
Nakanojo. Shima 15 the name for three villiges, Aray
Y .amaguchi, and Hinatami, all with hot spriugs with ~
content, the hest for flll‘t‘i‘_{ll \'l'w.linl‘:-n IH'IIIL{' .'\I_'.I.}'ll, whi
has two gnml ill!lh, the S.til'}'-lk.lll and the Sckizenkan.

Kawarayu Spa lics about 20 m. north west of St
k.wa. on the way to Kusatsu, and 1s situited on a hio
precipitous bank in the llp}n'r‘rv;wlws of the Raver A'g.;.t-.nn;
on u slope of Mt. Kinker. The waters are gnul]' for diseq~
of the digestive organs and for rhenmatism, I'he scene
in the vicinity is varied and heautitul; ot some of 1l
ravines it 18 often compared with that of \.tl‘l'l‘\'i*l 1t
Beppn, and Kawarayn therefore is cdled the ) b ket
the Kwanto district,

Numata (41.2 m. from Tokyvo) l-lt;\ on i }Il.l‘,l‘;tll Y
looking the valleys of the “i\'l'l'ﬁ'l_\:lfil?-l‘llll;l.: Usune, a
Tone. The tour from Numaty to Nikko Spaoan the Nikk
mountains, via the two mountain Likes of Maru-nun a
Sugi-numa, 18 of interest (see p. 218). |

Oze-numa, i Scenle mountan lake, l:n:'llllus W part o
ihe Nikko National Park, 1s reached from Numata v
Ramata on the way to Nikko Hp.l. 1 l-i_ about 1¢ m. *
Kamata (motor bus available), whenee Tom. to the Lk
(pack horse available).  Sce p. 218,

Gokan (94.4 m. from Tokyo) 13 noted for the Buddhn
temple called Mozaemon Jizodo at Tsukiyono on the oth
aide of the River Toue. The temple s dedicated to M.
zwmon, who was crucified 1n 1686 on m'vnuul_of }1{§ !mk‘!

a direct appeal to the Prince-Abbot of the Rinnd-j1 l'.-l\-
against the illegal taxes levied by the daimyo of the dv-
trict on the local farmers. An umage of Jizo has bu.
enshrined in the temple for the repose of the marty!
soul. There are a number of small spas 1n the neighbouw
hood of Gokan, all of which can be reached by motor-bu

At Minakami(102.2 m. from Toky0) the steam locomot
is replaced by an electric one and the rradient becomes vel.
steep till the first loop tunnel 1s reac ed. This 1s & luulu-‘t-
bored into the heart of the mountain in a loop. the ot “lll
end being far above the entrance. There are geveral sma
spas in the vicinity of Minakami.

Yubiso (106.4 m. from Tokyd) is a well-known spa, the

iz Tunnel
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(ter, which has a temperat ure of 149°F lminﬂ efficacious
cases of bruin ll‘llllhh*, stomach disecase, ete,

The ascent of Tanigawa-dake (6. 477 t) and Shigekura-
ke (ﬁ.."ll-l fl.) is best made from Minak am Station v
ongawa Spa (1O m).  On the north of the spa s

Sengen Shrine, whence a mountain road lme to
mgawa-dake (O m). On the way several upheavals have
e surmounted.  The view from the Tonjpun Pass, with

vver Yulaso far below on the Ii:.:ll? ;lntl the “l'ﬂ*r
i on the left, 1s a fine one. The Tenjin Pass may als
reached from Doal, the entrance to the Shimiza tunnel,
. Machigasawa.

A short walk to the north-west from Tanigawa dak.
HEL the traveller to the innermost shrine of the Svngn-n
LY, :Hli‘ fl'lllll ‘1!(‘?’“ it 1= uhurt rli!uh to ‘lht** tuln nf
aeawa-Fuin and then to Shigekura-dake. The view from

summit embraces to the cast Mt Hotaka and the

it range of Nikko Shirane and Oka Mikkao | to the
choeast Mt .-\k'lgi; to the south the Anogawa dake . and

e hlllllll Wost rlll-lt-l‘ of moantains, irl-'lllllinu =1

- Vi, .\likllr;i N, and others.

About a mile down Shivekura dake 1= Yomogisawa,

cnee a path leads to Tsuchidara (6 m)), the terminus of
Shiumiza Tunnel. Aloug the River Yubiso, which runs

the _I'igllt hand side of Shigekura-dike, there 1s a road
Doal, about 7 m. from the summit.

The Shimizu Tunnel (6.2 m.). cut at an elevation of 2,244
tbove sen-level, is the lonvest rallwav-tunnel 1n the

cnt and the ninth longest in the world. It begins at
1 and ends at Tsuchidiru on the other side of Mt
sokura,

After passing through the tunnel the lhine enters the
vinee of Echigo and after rushing through another loop.
«l, reaches Echigo-Nakasato (119.5m. from Tokyvo), noted
its skiing ground oun the southern slope of Mt. Hojo

- snow lies 10 ft. deep here 1n the winter mouths.
ommodation for skiers 1s provided.

Echigo-Yuzawa (124 m. from Tokyd) is also noted for
-kiing ground at Iwahara, whére there are two large
idings for the accommodation of skiers. It takes about
nnnutes to reach the slope from the station.

Yuzawa Spa lies on a hill overlooking the River Uono.
witer has a temperature of 102F. A motor-bus is

lable from the station (1.2 m.).

Mikuni-toge (* Three-province Pasa ™) is a well-known

- on the road from Yuzawa to Numata, once the high-

. from Echigo to Edo. The three provinces siguiﬂ«'ﬁ.v]
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the name are Echivo, Kotsuke, and Shinano.  The dist,
from Yuzawa to the boundary is 125 m. and from th.
to Nlllll;ll:l F2om. U the route are several Sps.

Fchigo-Rawaguchi (17542 m. from Tokyo) 1s the juner
of the Tokamacht hine and 1< noted for 1its productiog
hly bulbs. Tokamachh (152 . from Echivo-Kawaguel
a centre for the ||rnrlurlim| of «ilk fubries,

Ojiya (1583 m. from Tokyvo) i< noted for the produc
of Ojiya-chiyimi, a kind of hemp eloth.,

Echigo-Takiya (162.8 m. from Toky o) 1s noted for
cattle. Bull fights are held 1o the district o the spr
and antuamn, that at Oguriyama being the most popula

Migauchi (166.5 m. from Tokvo) i1s the terminus of
Jocetsu line and the junction for the Shin-ctsu line. |
the route from Miyauchi to Nugat see pp. 161-162 (S
ctsu hine).

Route 16.° Tokyo to Aomori by the Tohoku Line.

The railway from Tokyo to Aomori is called the 'l
hoku (North-Eastern) main line and runs from Ueno Stat)
in Tokyo to Aomori Station (456.9 m., 15 hrs. 45 min.),
Omiya, Utsunomiva, Fukushima, Sendai, and Morioka, 1
line follows in the main the old highway called the Os
k:li‘ill llll(l l|-n--u not tﬂlllill llll‘.‘ SO -Cogst l]“ 1t elneryges
the "ﬂ_\' of Aomori. It has thus no views of the sea, no
1t ~o rich in landscapes as the other hnes. For the m

part 1t runs through a wide plain, and possesses featur

pecular to atself, especially north of Shirakawa, the reg
where the  Ainu maintained in ancient times their o
dominion. It was in this region, also, that such power!
clans as the Abe, Kiyowara, and Fujiwara flourished.
shown by the historic remains now preserved at Hiraizum:

The Tohoku main line is connected by two alteru:

hines, one branching off the main line at Nippori (Toky

and jowng 1t at Iwanuma near Sendai (Joban line, p. 21

and the other diverging from the main line at Fukushit
and meeting it at Aomori (Ou line, p. 231). Both are u~

as alternative routes between Tokyd and Aomori. Express
on the main line cover the distance in 15 hrs. 45 min., via th

Joban line in 17 hrs. 40 min. (465.3 m.), and via the Ou hv
in 18 hrs. 20 min. (470.3 m.).

For Tokyo to Omiya, see *Other Wards and Vicinit)
of Tﬁk)'ﬁ (p. fl:').

Ogama (0.4 m. from Tokyd) is the junction for th

Ryomd and Mito lines. (See Route 17.)
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Utsunomiya (v=.3 10 from Tokyvo: Tun - Shirok
N, 15 the seat of the capital of To hag
Cthe Junction for Nikko (251 m) Seee p. 116,

Nishi-Nasuno (MO . from Tokyvao) 1« the station for

Shiobara Spas, 125 . north west of the station., It s
: the Junction for the Toya Railway to Nasu Ogawa

).

IVa), pop
Prefecture

Shiobara Spas.

Shiobara 18 the name of a hot-<pring district, all the
being situated along the banks of the River Hoki and
o easy reach of one another. They form a delight.

v cool retreat 1 summer and are noted for ther pretur
it Hl'l‘lll'r‘\'_

l‘!ll* lllt"'*l'ﬂ\'l'l'-‘\- llr Ihl-iq- spas i_‘ ur‘.,““.‘l to K(lhl-l l'“i"lli.
.' l“ h:ll" t'll II'I "‘. \l"lt"l tll“ lli*lﬂlllhpurh[uyd il' "l..
tle of the Oth century. Attempts were made from time
e to make the spas more necessible, but it was not
1 the Governorship of the late Viscount Mishima that
hing was done to popularize the spis.  Motor-buses are
vavadlable from Nishi-Nasuno to the spas (45 man.).

Uamirl‘ﬁ the first of the spas to be reached from the
o The hot spring gushes out from a crevice 1o oa bag
noon the northern bank of the River Hoki, and is reach.
partly through a tunnel bored through the rocks for 1in
I'he waters are alkaline and ctheacious in cases of skin
ISUS,
Fukuwata (1.4 u. from OQamn; Inns: Masuya, lzumivya)
rrounded by peaks and stands 1.1 fe above sea-level
e are a number of alkaline hot springs here. and SOme
s rock formations, such as the Tengu-iwa (* Hobgobliy
), which hangs over the road not far from Fukuwata
'~ covered with a number of pines, and the Nodach)-
: Solitary Field Rock "), which 1s a large flat boulder
he bed of the stream under the * Hobgoblin Rock "
Which hundreds of people can stand together.

Monzen lies 1.5 m. north-east of Fukuwata. It is the
 thriving village in the Shiobara district and has five

’ -"
LIS,

Fuml!u-chi 1S opposite Monzen on the other bauk of the
“r Hoki and is connected with it by a bridge. There
IX or seven hot springs here.

Arayu is H m. south.west of Furumachi and stand« at
reatest elevation of all the spas in Shiobara, the ther.
ieter rarely reaching 70° F. in summer. There are four
28, all containing much sulphur. An interesting trip
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from here i1s to vo round the foot of KReiwcho-zan t,
Rawaji Spa near Nikko (about 9 m)).

Kt‘it‘h =an (.'l,‘.”.-f ft.). al<o e 'I‘.ul\;:h:;ru Valla, |
. from _\l‘i_\ll. |"I‘HIII Flll'lllll.’h‘hl tor the sllllIIlI;l i‘- i
taunice of 12 m., and a lony #i:t_\' 1S rrquu't'ul to reach
summit and retarn, Op the sammt - a tarn and a N
~hrine ill"lil';lll*ll Loy l'!‘illrl- H'trll'l.lhik”.

’\.Ul’ﬂiﬂl(l”l: . from 'l‘-'l\'}-') 1< the station for the \
s, the most thrivinge of which i< Yumoto (104 m), w!
v reached by motor-bus 1 40 min, One of the Lingy
summer villas, Nasu-Goyoter, stands at Nishigahara o
wiay from Kuroiso to the spas.

N

Nasu Spas.

The seven hot springs of Nasu have been known s
ancient tunes. Receuntly tour more have been addedd

them.  These spas are dotted about the plain at the foo
Mt Nusu, amid splendid scenery,

Shin-Nasu Spil (Fnns: Sunraka, Hl‘ik:lill‘n" hes on
way to Yumoto, 10 m. north-west of the station, and .
mands an extensive view of the district.

Yumoto Spa (Inns: Komat<uva, Matsukawaya) lies o
feet above sea-level and 1s sheltered on the north eus
mountain ranges. T'he  water s very  efficacious  for
diseases, ete,

tamuro Spa ix the most popular spa next to Yum
from which it s distant 25 m. the road making a w
detour round the base of Chausu vama.

The Onsen-jinsha is a small shrine near Yumoto, .
cated to two ancient deities, and celebrated for the Se-
seki or * Death-stone.” which is within a wooden enclo
at the back of the shrine. The stone. which is abou?
in circumference and 5 ft. in height, lies on a barren )
xide, popularly called Sai-no-kawara (' Hell's River b
There is no steam arising from the ground. but there |
strong smell of sulphuretted hydrogen near the stone. |

name “ Death-stone " 1s given 1t because not a few amu
have died near it.

Tradition says that in the reign of Emperor Konoe (1142 - 1155
was a beautiful girl named Tamamo, who was a {avournte of
Emperor. One night, when all the lights were extinguished, the b
of Tamamo was noticed to shed lLight. and the Fmperor became
The Court magician traced the illness 0 Tamamo's supernatural L
and by dint 0. prayer forced the woman t0 reveal her true iden
that of a " Nine-tailed fox."" The fox was hunted and fled to N°
where it turned into a stone which killed everything that touche: *_
The stone was later exorcised by a priest, at the touch of whose w=

it split asunder, whereupon o woman appeared to the priest o
thanked him.

‘rakawa. TOHOKU LINFE 1. Rowte. 171

The Nasu Range. - The Nasu voleanie range extends
or the two Prefectures of Tochivi and Fuku<hima, and
composed of Chausu, Nanvetsu. A<ahi, and Sambon.
ri. Chausu (6,326 ft) 15 the hivhest
m Yumoto is very easy and foll
nten Spa and the Omary Npa.
ioke 1ssue from the rocks, forming a strange spectacle. A
'phur refinery is passed, the output of which js principally
1t to the Iwahana Guopowder Refine ry near Takasaky
here are two hiurr;tlrrrt. and <mall craters aqd solfataras

abundant. Tt is possible to reach Asahi dake from
musa. Asahi-dake forms a number of rocky prnnacles,
ach are part of the Sambonyari voleano,

Shirakawa (1182 m. from Tokyd) lies on the banks of

River Abukuma and was formerly the castle town of the
ure of Matsudaira. A very sanguinary battle was fought
re between the adherents of the Tokugawa House and

Imperial army at the time of the Restoration (1:55).
rakawa is widely known all over Japan for its horse fairs,
‘i the spring and autumn.  Shirakawa is the janction

the Hakuho Railway which runs to Iwaki-Tanakura
~om) on the Suigun South line. The castle grounds are
it the station. The castle, the rampart of which s styll
cserved, was the scene of hostilities at the tune of the
toration.  Several monuments, both to the defenders
| the assailants, stand in the enclosure.

Nanko Park is 1.2 m. south of the station. It can best
reached by the Hakuho Railway. The park.in which is a
e lake, was formerly a waste spot, but was improved and
verted 1nto a pleasure resort about the middle of the
' century by Matsudaira Sadanobu, who was the chicef
ister of the 12th Shogun and a great patron of Jetters,
+ Nanko-jinsha in the park is dedicated to the minister.
- site of the former barrier, at Hatajuku, 6 m. south of

station, and 4.3 m. south-west of Koseki Station on the
kuho Railway, 18 of great historic interest, as the gate
ich formerly stood there marked the entrance to what
 regarded as the barbarous district of Oshil. Flanked
the Mt. Scki range and with the River Shirnkawa in
nt, the position was very easy to defend. The stone
nument in front of the Shira{nwmjimlu marks the site
the gate.

Sukagawa (134.7 m. from Tokyo) is noted for its hrn
",pt!on*gar n, which stands 25 m. south-east of t
tTl't’ln_ he ggrduu contains about 1.5 trees, mmlly old.
1 in the season is filled with beautiful lowers.

Kdriyama (141.9 m. from Tokya: pop. 51.400) is the yunc-
i for the Ban-etsu East line to J{‘mim on the Jdban line,and

The ascent (7.5 m)
(AW~ 'hi‘ rn.‘ill lt':'llhfuf to
Clouds of steam and

|




172 Rowute 106, TOHOKU ILINE Folvsil,

the Ban-etsu West line to Niitsu on the Shin-etsu line,. W
the completion of the work of opening up the wild cou .
in the vicinity and since the water of Liake Inawashiro
been utilized for generating electricity, considerable deve
ment has been made in industries. i) Ltures, spinning n
cte., worked by electricity, are active in the city,

Nihommatsu (15,6 m. from Tokyd) is noted for its pu,
1.8 m. east of the station (motor-bus avallable), at Ohira-m
on the opposite bank of the River Abukuma. The p
occuptes the site of Adachigahara-Kurotsuka, opula
known for its legendary association with a tvrrihL- 0Ty
The stone cave in which she is said to have hived 1s in
precincts of the Kanze-ji Temple.

Fukushima (170.5 m. from Tokyo: Inns: Fukushi
Hotel, Fujikin), pop. 45,700, 1s the prefectural capital
the junction for the Ou main line to Aomor; (3023 m)) -
Yamagata, S8hinjd, and Akita. It is one of the most pr -
perous commercial centres in North-Eastern Japan. S
early times Fukushima has been well known In connectic
with the silk industry, and it is today a centre for tl.
manufacture of silk yarns and habutae. The l'if}' stand

on a plain, to the north of which rises the solitary hill «
Shinobu.

Shinobuyama Park lies at the base of the hall, 1 m. ¢
the north-east of the station. From the grounds a goo i
view of the city may be obtained. and also of Mt. Yudono o,
the west and the active cone of Mt. Azuma on the soath.

The temple of Kwnlmnn-ji. 3.8 m. north-east of Fuk:
shima, is celebrated as containing within its precinets th.
Mojizuri-ishi, or Letter-rubbing Stone,” a huge rock, 11.61
high, of which now only a part 1s above ground.

The origin of the name, according to one explanation, is that
ancient times flowers were placed on the stone and cloth was rub!
on the flowers in order to stain it. The stone 18 frequently mention: !

n pootry. Another superstition about the Stone is that if green whe
stalks are rubbed on the stone the figure of the loved one appears.

lizaka and Yuno Spas (Inns at the former: Kasuika:
Akagawaya; at the latter: Kameya, Inariya) are on the
River Surikami, opposite to each other and connected by
an iron bridge. They can be reached<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>