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PRELUDE

HE Fourth of July in America is a time of national

rejoicing®. It is also a time of national remembrance.
On that day we are seminded’, in one way or another,
that we are Americans, and that wo have a country to
which we should be loyal and truet. We are reminded,
also, that this is the land of freedom and that it was
made so by the foils and sufferings® of brave and wiso
men who lived and died amid scenes® and circumstances?
to which we arve strangers. It is fitting that wo should
think of all these things on the Fourth of July, for that
day is the birthday of our nation.

There was once a time, however, when the -people
living in America could not beast® that they had a coun-
try of their own; for thoy were ruled by the king and
parliament® of Great Britain who made laws for their
government without asking their conceni'®., The Ameri-
can colonists'!, as the people were thon ecalled, could not
say that this was a land of freedom; for they were made
to pay taxes'? to the king, and were denied many of the
i ghts'® which free men hold deastt.”? ‘Then the 4th of July
came and went without more notice than any other day:
no flags were raised, no great guns were fired, no glad
bells were rung; for the nation had not vet been born.

LI (Prélad; pra‘lud); 2. KF; 3. 4425 —reminder, n.; 40K
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4 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

But at length there came a day when the people would
a0 longer be deprived® of their rights. "Then certain wise
. and brave men declared: ‘““The king of England
1'76_ is a tyrant?, and he is unfit to rule this land.
The people shall make their own laws and choose their
own rulers, for this is their right. These states, in which
we live, are and ought to be free and independent®.”’
The day on which that declaration* was mado was the
4th of July, 1776; and since that time, as the vears go
by, it is remembered with great rejoicing as the day when
the American nation had its beginning. But real inde--
pendence was not won merely by a declaration. There fol-
lowed a long war with England—the wasr of the Revolution®
—which lasted till the British king and parliament were
forced to say that the country might be free. In this way
the people won the right to be their own rulers and to make
their own laws; in this way they gained for themselves
and for us the freedom which all men so dearly prize®.

It must not be thought that when our nation began its life
it was rich and great as it now is, It was small and weak.
Its possessions™ did not reach from ocean to ocean, as they
do now, but only from the Atlantic coast® to the Mississippi
River®. There were but thirteen states, and thev were thin
ly settled. Nearly all the people lived in that part of the
country which is east of the Alleghany Mountains, and
the different sections had but little to do with one another.
The largest and richost of the states was Virginia, which
claimed®® the l‘md westward as far as to the \[msls:,lppl
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6 ABRAHAM fLINCOLK

The broad region between the Alloghanies and the
Mississippi was, for the most part, an unknown land.
It was covered for hundreds of miles by a dense, wild
forest, where savage beasts lurked! and warlike? Indians
roamed. There was no way of getting into it except by
pushing through the tangled® woods, or by floating in
small boats down the Ohio River, or by coasting along
the shores of the Great Lakes which bordered it on the
north. The only roads were the water courses or the
'wvzind'éng paths' made through the forests and zrairies® by
wild deer and wandering herds of bisons®.

Here and there, on the bank of ,somo river, hidden
far away in the forest, there was a little fort? or a
trading post®, scarcely known or even heard of by the
rest of the world. Now and then, a hunter, after months
of roving® in these wilds, would go back to his friends
in the East, and tell wonderful stories of the fortility'®
and beauty of that Western country. Now and then,
some traders would return from the Ohio rogion with
loads of skins and furs and with many a tale of danger
and escape in the sarage wildernesst!.

No person could have dreamed that within less than
& century, this unknown region would becomo, as it is
to-day, covered with countless farms and dofted™? with
busy towns—the home of millions of happy people. 1In-
deed, thore wore thoughtful men who said that, for ages
to come, there would he plenty of room in the states
cast of the Alleghany Mountains for all the inhabitants
of our country, and that tho territory to the west would

o LR 208EL 3 MM 4 BMIEs 5N 6 B4 TR
S XA 0. ¥ENG WAL ILESE 12w,
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8 ABRAHMAM LIKCOLN

remain a wild, unsettled hunting ground, perhaps for-

ever.

*
' *

But there were a few wmon who helieved otherwisoe,
They had listened to the stories that were told of the ex-
tent and the hidden wealth of the landst in the Ohio Valley,
and they bolieved that new states would soon be formed
there. A year or more before the declaration of inde-
pendence two companies of settlers, from Virginia and
North Carolina, established? themselves in the beautiful
region south of the Ohio. One, composed® at first of
men alone, built a stockade* at the place now called
Harrodsburg. The other, among which were women and
children, was led by tho hunter, Daniel Boone, and the
settlement® which he founded was named Boonesborough.

The country in which these daring pioneers® made their
homes was an uninhabited? land and was known by

its Indian name, Kentucky. It was in the very heart
~of the untraveled wilderness—two hundrod miles from
the nearest settlement in Virginia. But it was one of the
fairest regionsin the world. Fastward, back to the crest of
the mountains®, tha forest strefched unbsroken?; but westward,
there wore grassy openings'® between groves* of woodland,
and treeless meadows covered with sank Lorbage'®.  Here
wore tho hunting grounds of the Indians.  Hoerds of bisons,
or buffaloes, grazed™ on the wild meadows or roamed among
the trees IIfuge ellstt, wlth brdnchmcr homs, by ow.scd“" in
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io ABRAHAM LINCOLN

the forast oponings; and timid deer nipped! the herbage in
secluded places? and sought shelter from the sun and rain
in the shady woods. And there were other animals less
harmless than these—bears in great plenty, packs of
wolves, prowliag panthers, not a few, and many smaller
and more timid beasts.  'Thousands of squirrels played
unscared® among the branches of the trees; and tho forests
and meadows seemed alive with birds of every kind.
No Indians had their dwellings there. But the tihest
beyond the Ohio, as well as those to the east, the south,
and the west, sent their brave men there every year. It
was common ground for them all—to hunt in, but not to
live in—and many and fierce were the battles that were
fought when the paths of hostile parties crossed cach other.
It was a daring thing for Boone and his friends to
settle in that country, for every red man would be their
foe. But they had come to stay, and stay they did.
They built at Boonesborough a fort of sound logs®; and
under its shadow they raised their log cabins®, ono for
each family. Then around all they epected’ a stouf
stockade—a high fence made of heavy squared timbers,
seb upright’ in the ground and very close together. This
being done, they felt themsslves safe from anv attacks
the Indians might make; and they bagan to clear away
the forest trees and to make tields and plant corn.
Very soon other people in Virginia and Novth Carolina
heard of their success and ventusred!© to follow them. Other
settlements were made and other torts were built; and
bbiou, the war of tho ]\evoluuon was qmte ended many
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12 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

eyes were turned toward Kentucky as the new land of
promise in the far, far West. But it was like a fair island
in the midst of a dangerous sea. The way to it was leset
with perils'; and notwithstanding® all the beauty and the
richness of its land, it had little to promise its sottlors
but labor and privation®. And so the most of those who
ventured to go thither! in search of homes were men

carcloss of danger and used to all kinds of hardship.

*
¥* *

At about this time there was Living in Virginia a farmer
whose name was Abraham Lincoln. He was a friend of
Daniel Boone’s, and had heard often of the wonderful
country in the heart of the , Western woods, e longed to
go there himself, for he was something of a hunter as well
as farmer; and Boone had sent him glomfng accounts® of
the abundance of gume® and the richness of ths soil. The
state of Virginia, to which Kentucky then belonged, was
selling land in the new temifory” very cheap. There
would nover be a better time to buy.

And so, while the great was for independencs® was still go-
ing on, he sold his farm in Virginia and went to Kentucky

to look for a new home, On Floyd’s Fork, near

1780 where the city of Louisville now stands, he bought
four hundred acres® of rich bottom land. Inanother place
he bought eight hundred acres of woodland, and in another
five hundred. Then hereturned to Virginia for his family.

The next vear, with his wife and children, he was
safely settled on the land necar Floyd’s TFork, and was

clearing & farm in tho midst of the woods.
——
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14 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

The Indians had begun to bo troublesome, and were
very dangerous. They were angry bhecause their hunting
grounds had been invaded!, and becauso the wild game
was being driven away. They had made up their
minds to drive the white people out of Kentucky. And
80, as a matter of precaution®, Mr. Lincoln built his cabin
within half & mile of a fort—Fort Beargrass, near the
falls of the Qhio River. Ie did not believe that the

Indians would dare to trouble him there.

*
* *

Thus three years passed. 1In the meanwhile, peace had
been made with England, and it had been agreed that tho
Mississippi River should be tho western boundary® of ths
United States. Great numbers of people bogan at once
to cross the Alleghany Mountains to seck now foriunos
in the fertile valloy of the Ohio. Several sstilomen’s
wore made in the Kentucky country. Men wers busy
cutting down the trees, making roads through the woods,
clearing farms, building for thamselves homes i1 tho naw
land. Soon there were more than six hundrad people
in the town of Louisville; and .other towns had =prung
upt, as if by magie, in places where lutelr t.e uifilo
and the deor had roamed unharmed.

kS
* *

One morning in summer, Farmor Lincoln went o:ut into
a eornfield near his cabin to do some work. His little son
"Thomas, who was only six yearsold, went with him. The
two big boys, Mordecai and Josiah, were burning logs in
a ot or field closs by. There ore still zo many dead
trees and blackened stumps® in the clearing® that the corn
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18 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

had sca/rcclgt; room* to grow among them. On one sido
there was an open space through which one could sze
Fort Beargrass and the houses of other ssttlers nearly a
mile away; on the other side ‘were green woods with dense
thickets of briers® and underdcuslk® where nirds sang and
squirrels played and fierce beasts found larking places.

As the two big boys wero busy with their smoking log
heaps, they were suddenly alarmed by the sound of a gun.
They looked across the clearing. They saw that their father
had fallen to the ground. Their little brother was standing
over him and sereaming with fright!t. A fainf® cloud of
smoke was rising from the bushes at the edge of the woods.
- ““Indians!” cried Josiah; and he was off with a bound®
running liks a wild desr toward the fort.

Mordecai ran to the house, calling {o little Thomas to
follow him. But the child siood by his father’s side, ery-
ing pitifully and not knowing what to do. A minute later
the painted face of an Indian peesed out’ from among the
bushes. The c¢hild sereanmied louder than Dbefore, and
turned to run. But the Indian was after him. Litt'o
Thomas heard the savage leaping over the fallen trees;
he heard his swift feet: he ran very fast, but his pursuerd
ran much faster. At the top of a little hill the ¢hild fell.
The house was in plain sight, and Mordeeai and his mother
and sisters were safe inside. Thomas serambled’ to his:
feet; but as he did so, the Indian’s arm wasg about him,
Then he heard the sharp erack of a 2ifle'® from the house,
and the Indian, letting go of him, tumbled'* to the ground.
The child did not stop to see more, but ran faster ilian
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18 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

ever. - In another minute he was safe inside the cabin and
in his mother’s arms.

Mordecai was standing guard by thewindow, withonerifle
inhishandsand twoothersleaningnearhimagainst the wall.
Now and then! he would take aim and fire; and savage yells®
could be heard from the Indians who were lurking in the
edge of the woods. "T'hen quite soon another kind of shout
was heard in the clearing, on the farther sido of the cabin.
Josiah had come with a number of men from the fort.

“They have killed father,”” said Mordecai, opening the
door, “‘but the fellow who was trying to catech Thomas is
lying dead in the field. ILet us after them, and not leave
one of them alive!”’

But the savages were already skullking® away through
- the thick woeods, and there was no use trying to overtaket

them. “I will have vengeance® upon them,” said Mor-
decai; and from that time till the end of his life, he was
a bitter foc® to all Indians.

Thus the pioncer”, Abraham Lincoln, like msny
another brave settler in the wilderness, found an uatimely?
grave® in the land whero he had hopped to make a home

“for himself and his children.

%
* P*

After the death of his father, hard times were in store
for Thomas Lincoln; but they were perhaps no harvder
than those that came to other pioneer children in Ken-
tucky. His mother thought it would be better to live in a
more thickly settled neighborhood; and so the family soon
moved some foxtv mlle SOllthe’lSt\Vﬂl‘d, (md settled upon
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20 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

a large tract of land' which their father had owned there.

It was the law in Kentucky that when a man died, his
eldest son should be heir to his whole estate?. And so,
when Mordeeai Lincoln grew to be of age, he hecame the
owner of all the propertv; and Josiah and the two sisters
and young ‘Thomas were left without anything, But
Josiah was steady end industrious® and found plenty of
work, so tha* he was soon w:l-to-do* in the world; the
giris woro already married and sattled in homes of their
own; and the only one who really felt the pinch of
poverty® was little Thomas.

ile was allowed to grow up in a careless way, without
much kuo\;zlodgo of the world in which he lived. There
were no schools near his home, and so he never learned to
read. He became very skillful® in using a gun, and liked
much better to be hunting in the woods than doing any
kind o1 useful work at home. He was kind-hearted and
gentle, slow to anger”, and a pleasant companien®., He was
strong and brave, also, and no one dared impose® too far

upon his good nature.

»
* *

While Thomas Lincoln was thus growing up, unheard-
0 ard unlnown'®, many great things were being done in
the world of which he know so little. From the states on
the east side of the mountains settlers were still pouring
into the new country. They came in wagons over a road
which Daniel Boone had marked out years before; they
came in boats down the Ohio River. Woalthy families
from Virginia came with their slaves and their cattle and
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a3 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

their fine manmers to build up great estates in the Ohio
Valley. So many people settled in Kentucky that, when
Thomas was fourteen years old, it was separated

from Virginia and became a state. It was the 1792
fifteonth state in tho Union; for the thirteen which had
won independence had been joined by Vermont just the
year before.

Many pioneers from the Carolinas made their homes in
the country south of Kentucky, and thera, in 1796, the'
sixteenth state, Tennessee, was formed. The great torri-
tory north of the Ohio River, which had been claimed! by
Virginia and other states, had finally been ceded? to the
United States, and was being rapidly settled by people
from all parts of the East. But it was still the home of
powerful tribes of Indians who were not willing to ba de-
privéd® of their lands and who were determined to defend
their hunting grounds; and so for many years a cruel war
was waged* between the red men and the white. ‘I'he
backwoods® settlements were often the scenes® of terrible
deeds. Battles were fought and treaties were made’, and
at last the Indians, knowing themselves beaten, sold their
lands and went farther west. In 1802 the castermost
part of the torritory north of the Ohio River became a
state and was chlled Ohio.  All the rest of that vast region
of woodland and prairie was called Indiana 'ierritory.

1t is not to be supposed that yvoung Thomas Lincoln,
growing up. in the backwoods of Kentucky, knew very
much about any of these things ®1 doubt whether at that
time he had ever seen a newspaper; and, indeed, of what
use would a nawSpaper have becn to one who could not
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24 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

read? He probably did not know that about the time he
was passing his tenth birthday, Georgr Washington was
elected! the first President of the United States. In 17986,
when John Adams was chosen to be the second President,
the boy was ecighteen, and it is likely that he heard some
talk coneerning the election, but without understanding or
caring much about it. But in 1800, when 'homas Jefter-
son was eleeted, the young Kenfuckian® was of age and
migl t have wled?; and yet we must believe that he cared
far more for deer hunting in the woods than he did for
clection day or for politicst.

In 1803 a great change took place in the boundaries
of our country. Until then, as has already been told, the
United States reached only to the Mississippi River, and
Kentucky was spoken of as being in the far, far West.
But in that year President Jefferson bought from France
all the country that lies between the great rviver and
the Pocly Mountagins®. ook at a map of the United
States, and vou will see that more than half of our
country lies there. Count the states that have since been
formed out of the Louisiana Territory, as it was then
called, and they are more than equaloto tho original
thirteen that fought for independence.

At that time, however, all that rogion was a wild land
where few white men had ever daved to go. Just how
wide it was; or how long, or where it ended, or what it
contained, noone knew. By the purchase of this territory,
however, the Mississippi River bsecame all our own, and
the people living in the West had now a frec outlel® by
water to the Gulf of Mezico'. They could send whatever
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28 ABRAHAM LINUOLN

they had to sell down the river to Now Orloans, and this
was of much advantage to them. Within a very few years
the Mississippi became the great highuway of trade' between
the settlements in the West and the rest of the world.
For you must know that there were no sailroads? at that
time, nor until many yeuars later. Indeed there were
scarcely any roads of any kind; and for the Western set-
tlers to carry grain or goods of whatever sort to or from
the states east of the mountains was a thing so difficult
and costly that it was hardly to be thought of.

*
¥* *

Thomas Lincoln was now twenty-five years old. Since
early boyhood he had been obliged® to make his own way
in the world. Fasy-going* though he was, evorybody
liked him; and so he was never without a home or some-
thing to do. He had been careful of his small savings,
and was at last able to buy a piece of wild land in
Hardin County not far from Elizabethtown,

In Elizabethtown there lived a carpenter whose name
was Joseph Hanks. He had known Thomas Lincoln for
a long time, and he now asked him to come and live with
him and help him at his trade®. Young Lincoln was
known to be very skillful with an ax or a froe, and that
was about all the skill that a good carpenter needed in
those days. For the building of a house was a very
simple matter. The walls were made of round logs, and
the roof and floor of hoards split’ from a tree. Wooden
pegs® were used instead of nails®, and often there was not a
pieco of iron or a panc'® of glass in any part of the house.
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28 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

———

Being always careful to do his work well, Thomas
Lincoln soon becamo known.as a fisstrate! earpentor.
But the Labits of his boyhood still clung® to him. He was
contented with earning simply his food and clothing; he
loved his sifle® better than his ax; and he would rather
hunt deer than build houses.

It was while living thus in Klizabethtown that he first
met Nancy Ilanks, the niece of his employer. She wasa
fair and delicate! girl; but like young Lincoln she had beeh
used to hardships® all herlife.  Her parents had been neigh-
borsand friends of old Abraham Lincoln years before, when
alllived in Virginia. They had also been friends of Daniel
Boone and had been drawn to Kentucky by the glowing
accounts that were given of the richness of its soil and
the plentifulness of everything necessary to support li.e.

There were few girls in that neighborhood who were
the equals of Nancy Hanks. She could read and write,
and they could not. She had learned that somewhere
outside of the Western country there was a great, busy
world where people lived and thought in ways quite dif--
ferent from those of the foll® whom she knew; and she
had a vague longing’ for something better in life than
what the rude settlements in the backwoods could ever
give her. Bui her companions were content with ‘the
little world which they could see around them, and did
not feel the hardships which were a part of their lives.

In the midst of rudeness® and coarseness®, Nancy Hanks
was always gentle and refined!®, We cannot wonder that
when Thomas Lincoln eame to live in the same town with
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30 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

her, he lost his heart'. And we must believe that when
she at last promised to be his wife, she had been won by
his kindly nature and his joviai® manners rather tha 1 by
any energy of character which he possesged.

It was in June, 1806, that the wedding took placed.
The bride! was twenty-three years old, and the groom?®
was five years older. Tor a year and more they lived
in Tilizabethtown, and Thomas Lincoln went hunting
often and tinkered® occasionally at his trade, thus con-
triving to find food for both himself and his wife. There
weroe not many houses to be built, and there were other
carpenters more energetic than he; and so there was.
but little work to be done, and no prospeet’ of more.

A little daughter was born to the young couple; and
then it was decided to move out to the land which Thomas
owned on, Nolin Creek; for game was still plentiful in the
woods, and corn could be raised in the clearings, and life
would be easier in a home which they could call their own.

*

And now while ’I‘hOmas Lincoln is building his cabin,
and before we bogin the story of the great man who was
‘born there, let us take a brief view of the condition of our
country at that time.

Thirty-two years have passed since that 4th of July
when independence was declared. Great changes have
taken place, some of which we already know. 1808
The country is no longer bounded on the west =
by the Mississippi River, but reaches all the way to the
Rocky Mountains. Yet it does not include Florida or
Texas, or New Mexico, or California: for these are
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32 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

still held by Spain'. The region between the Alleghanies
and the Mississippi is dotted in many places with little
settlements; the foraests are being rapidly cut away to
give place to ficlds and orchards? and roads. Instead of
thirteen states, there are seventeen; and three of these lie
west of the mountains.

The Indians still live in the territory north of the Ohio;
but they have sold a large part of their land and many of
them have moved across the Mississippi; they are still
feared in the Northwest, but in Kentucky they are no
longer the dreaded foes® that they once were. James
Madison has been elected the fourth President of the
United States, and on the 4th of March, 1809, he will
tale his seat’. In the Lastorn states mon are ezcited® and
troubled, for they fear that another war with England
is at hand. But in the West, people hear little news of
what is going on; and they are so husy, clearing the
woods and fencing® their farms and building homes that
they have little time to think about other mattors.
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN

BOOK THE FIRST—PREPARATION
I A FTMBLE HOME

EARLY a hundred years ago in what was then Har-
din Country, Kentuc.y, a child was born who was

destined to become® one of the greatest of men®. The day
was the 12th of Febrauary; the year was One 1809
Thousand Tight Hundred Nine. The parents of

_the child wers very poor, and the house in which they
lived was poorer than any you have ever seen. Humble®
and unknown, they little dreamed that through the birth
of that child they would be remembered and honored by
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8 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

millions of people and for unnumbered' voars thereafter?.

“What shall we name this baby boy of oursi’’ asked
the gentle mother.

“Tet us call him Abraham,”’ said the father. ‘“The
Lincoln family has always had an Abraham in it.”’

The child was not at all pretty, but he was strong and
grew fast. The poor log cabin where he first saw the
light was not an unpleasant place to him. True, it was
dark and cold, doorless and floorless, and the chilling®
wind whistled* through the crevices in the rough walls;
but, safe from harm, the child lay in his mother’s arpss
and was as happy as any little prince could be in the
marble chambers® of a king’s palace.

When the boy became old enough to walk and run, he
spent much of the time playing with his sister Sarah, who
was two years older than himself. The children had no
toys,—they did not know what toys were,—but they
were happy without them. On warm, fair days they
were allowed to run among the trees in the grove’ close
by the housc; and Abraham learned very early to love
the birds, the squirrels, and all the timid, pretty things
that make their homes in the woods. Sometimes, cling-
ing to his mother’'s gown, he would #udge® with .’}101’-
across the fields to a neighbor’s houss, or to the spring®
for a pail of water'®, or to the meadow to sce her milk the
cow. Often of an evening he would run down the wood- .
land path to meet his father coming home with an ax or
a gun, or perhaps with a deer on his shoulder.

rme

The child had no shoms for his feet; and his clothing was
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33 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

scanty' and poor. His father had no money to buy flannel?
. orcalico® or cloth of any kind; and so the little that Abraham
had to wear was made by his mother at home. She made
him trousers of deerskin, and a shirt and jacket* of coarse
tow cloth®. o had no hat; but when he grew larger she
made him a coonskin® cap which he wore with the ringed
tail of the animal hanging down his back. And he was
well .pleased with his clothing; for his father was dressed
no better, and his little sister hardly as well.

There was only one room in the log cabin. It served
as parlor”, sitting room, bedroom, and kitchen, all at the
same time. There was no floor, but-only the bare ground?
made very hard and smooth. Sometimes in cold weather
the mother would spread a bearskin before.the fire for the
children to sit upon; and this was the only carpet® they
evor knew. There was no door, but only some rough
boards leaned up'® in the doorway at night, or perhaps the
bearskin was hung over it to keep out the snow and sleet!!.

There was no ceiling overhead, but only the smoky joists'?
and the rough boards of the roof: and on clear nights the
children could look up from their bed and sce the stars peep-
ing down through the cracks betwean. * There was no glass
in the one little window, and no w ay to close it but by hang-
ing the skin of a deer or some smaller animal before it,
thus shutting out not only the cold but the light also.

At one corner of the room there was a rude bedstzad!®
made of rough poles from the woods. On it was a pile of
furrytt skin‘q, and, fm' auqht I know'®, a thin feather bed's;
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) >
and covering' all was a quil' of rare paichwork?, made by
the mother when she was a light-hearted girl and her
name was Nancy IHanks. There were no chairs, but only
some rough wooden blocks to sit upon; and the table was
merely a broad shelf, made by driving two long pegs into
the wall and then laying a smooth board upon them.
At the end of the room farthest from the bed there
was a huge fireplace® made of stones and clay. It was so
large that logs as big as a man’s body were rolled into
it and heaped one upon another for the winter fire; and
although these logs would crackle and blaze at a great
rate, and the flames would roar in the chimney, and the
firelight would fill the room with its brightness, the cabin
in winter was often a very cold and comfortless place.
It was by this fireplace that the mother did all her cook-
ing. But she had not many things to cook. For meat
there was usually plenty of venisont. It was boiled in a pot
hung over the fire, or sometimes broiled® on the live coals.
The bread was made by mixing corn meal with water or
sour milk, so as to form cakes of thick dough®, which were
then covered with the hot ashes in the fireplace. Some-
times the dough was put into a Duich oven?, the ovon was
sot upon the hewrth?, and red-hot coals were kept beneath
and upon it until the bread was baked. Wheat bread was
o luzury® which only the richest people could afford; the
Lincolns searcely knew low it tasted.
In one corner by the -chimney were the dishes, ranged
upon a shelf: a few pewter plaiest®, a tin cup or two, some
treasured pieces of earthenware!!, and a wooden trenchert?—
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’y

and that was all. In the other corner, resting on two
pegs, was the father’s rifle; and hanging from one of the
pegs were his powderhornt, his bullet pouch?, and his
hunter’s Lelt> Over the fireplace were some bunches of
dried 7erbst to be used for ten in case of sickness; and
perhaps also a few simple irinkets® and keepsakes® were
hung there, as ornaments’ and as seminders® of absent
friends. And on the hearth were ranged the cooking
utenedls®—the Dutch oven, a pot or two, and a skillet*® or
Srying pantt.

If you had visited that poor cabin, you would hardly
have seen more than I have told you about. To you it
would have ssemed o wretched'® place with none of the
comforts of home. But to those who lived in it, it did
not seem so; for it -was as good a home as many of their
neighbors had, and their minds were cheered day by day
with the hope that better times were coming. To the
children who had never known any other home, little else
seemed needed. Ilere were kind parents, shelter'®, and
food, a bed to sleep in, a fire to warm one’s self by—
and what more could anybody want}

As soon as Abraham Lincoln was old onough to undel-
stand, his mother took grea! pains't to teach him to be duti-
ful and true. Taking him upon her lap'®, she would tell
him stories which he never forgot of brave and good men,
who had lived beautiful lives and done noble deeds. And
often in the evenings by the glow of the firelight, hile
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the children nestled! at her feet on the warm hearth, she
would read to them from a wondoerful Book which she
kopt with great eare among her little treasures. The boy
could not understand much that he heard; but the sound
of his mother’s voice pleased him, and he wished that he
too could learn to read. And so it was a pleasant task
for his mother to teach him the letters of the alphabet?,
and for him to learn how to spell easy words long before
he could go to school.

The father, Thomas Lincoln, could not read; he did not,
even know the alphabst until his wite taught it to him. But
he could tell strange, true stories—stories of things that he
had seen or heard, or that had happened to himself. He
liked bost to tell about hunting, and about wild animals, and
wild Indians, and about the brave pioneers who had settled
Kentucky when all the land was covered with woods.

There was one story in particular which he related® over
and overt to his delighted listemers: It was about a bold
settler who went out one morning to work in his field.
The settler’s little boy, six years old, was with him, very
glad to help his father pull up the weeds® from ‘among
the growing corn® All at once, the child was sfartled?
by hearing the sharp report of a gun. He looked up
and saw his fathor stagges® and fall to the ground. He
saw an Indian leap® from among some bushes and run
toward him. With wild screams he turned and fled!®
across tho field as fast as his little legs would carry
him; but the Indian was soon upon him—had caught
him in his rude arms—was earrying him‘gaway to the
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46 , ABRAIIAM LINCOLN

woods. Then there was another sharp crack of a gun;
the Indian tumbled® headlong? in the dust; and the little
boy, thus set free, ran swiftly® to the house and to his
mothoer’s safe embracet. Iis brother had saved him by
shooting the cruel Indian.

When Thomas [incoln had finished this story he would
look at the children and say: ‘“The poor man whom the
savage Inbian killed was your own grandfather; his name
was the same as yours—Abraham Lincoln; and the little
fellow who ran so fast and screamed so loud grew up to
be & man—and he is your own father.”’

And then, as the children cropt nearer to him, clinging
to his knees, he would tell them that they need not be
afraid of Indians, for those savage peopl'e had beon
driven far away, and now very few of them were ever
seen in Kentucky.

II. BOY LIFE IN THE BACKWOODS

When Abraham Lincoln was four years old his father
gold his first farm and bought another which was thought
to be much better; and so the family moved over 1818
the hills and settled in a new place on tho banks
of a small stream called Knob Creck. But the cabin
which sheltered them was little better than the one they
had left, and to tho tendor mother it nover seemeod so
much like home.

There were three children now; for besides Sarah and’
Abraham there was a baby brother who was called
Thomas, after his father. He was always a feeble® littlo
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48 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

fellow, and with every care that his mother was able to
give him he could gather no strength.

One day, with wondering eyes, the brother and sister saw
the baby laid tenderly in a rude box which their father had
nadled together; and when they had kissed his cold cheeks,
a neighbor lifted the box upon his shoulders and carried it
out of the cabin; and then with awed? {ootsteps, and holding
their weeping mother’s hand, they followed the
man and his burden f{ar downthewinding®
meadow path, scarcely knowinz whither
they went or what ' happened at the
'~ endof thejourney,
The baby never
returned to the
poor cabin.

After that, so
lonz as the sum-
mer lasted, they
went daily with
their mother to
see a little mound*
of fresh earth that
had been made
under the trees
nearthe path;and
on the way they
gathered  oiolefs®
and daistes® and red clover blossoms” which their mother laid
upon the mound and watered with her tears. It was all
very strange and sad; and they did not notice at the time

The Knob Creck Home
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that a light had gone out of thoir mother’s eyes which
would nevermore return.

This was the boy’s first knowledge of sorrow; but he very
soon began to learn much about the hardships and distressest
that are the lof? of the poor. His father was in constant®
trouble concerning® tho ownership® of the land, which he
had bought in good faith, but which he now found was
claimed® by other persons; his mother, worn with anaiecty?
and care, grioved for her lost baby and could not b com-
forted; the poor log cabin at Knob Creek had but few
comforts and still fewer pleasures to offer its inmates®.

When Abraham was about five years old, a wandering
schoolmaster came into the settlement. His namo was
Zachariah Rinoy, and he was a Catholic®. Thero 1814
was no schoolhouse; but one of the neighbors
offered him the use of an old log cabin if he would open
a school in it. 'The poor people could not pay him much
for teaching their children; for none of them had any
money. But they agreed to give him what they could—
some to give him board!'® and lodging'*, some to wash and
mend*? his clothing, and some to do him other kinds of ser-
vice—and so he came to stay a little while among them
and teach their children as best he could.

I think this must have been the first school that was
over taught in that neighborhood. Most of the scholars
were big boys and girls who had grown up without sesing
books. Very few of them could read; and there were
young men and young women among thom who did not
so much as know one letter from another.
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52 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

To this schcol Abraham Lincoln and his sister Sarah
were sant. It was their mother’s doing, for the father did
not care for book learning. “‘I never went to school,”” ho
said, “and I guess I've got along just as fairly as other
people. If a man known how to chop' well and shoot
straight, hia don’t need to be a scholar.’’  But Mrs. Lin-
¢oln though’ otherwise.

Abraham was the younges!, of the pupils; and the big
boys and girls were surprised to tind that he could ow'spell?
them all. Yor spelling was the only branch of study
taught at that school. No other hook was usad but a
little blue-backed spelling hook with a few reading lessons
at the end; and it was thought that if any one should
learn all the words in that volume he would bs very wise
indeed.  But it was onty for a fow wesks that the school
could ‘be kept up. The boys and girls were needel at
home, and the people could not pay the master to stay
longer.

The next year another schoolmaster came. His name
was Caleb Hazel, and he opened a school in the same
old cabin. The same hoys and girls, with some of the
younger children in the ssttloment, were his pupils.
The mastor was thought to be very bright; for he was
a good speller, and was strong enough to whipt the biggest
boy “in the district®. But nobody seemed to know what
the school was for.

There was nothing to be learned but the letters of the
alphabot and long lists of words. The girls were idle
and thoughtless; and the boys cared for nothing but to
annoy® the master. Little Abraham Lincoln kept his
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place at the head of his class, and for.that reason was
admired by some and disliked by others who were much
older than himsslf.

Within less than thrze months this school also came to
an end; but the boy did not stop learning. Young as he
was, study had already become a yleasure to him. The
Bible, that wonderful old book which his mother loved,
was often in his hands.

In the long winter evenings he would sit on the hearth
and read by the flickering' light of the fire. Sometimes
when the flames died down he 'would gather bits of spice-
wood brush® and throw them, a few at a time, upon the
coals so that they might blaze up and serve him as candles.
All his studying was aloud, and wlen he came to a big
word which he could not make out, his mother would
help him pronounce® it.

There were no churches in that part of the country.
But wandering preacherst often came and lheld meetqm_aa )
sometimes in the cabins of friendly settlers, sometimes
under the trees in the open air.

At Little Mound, sevoeral miles away, there was a c¢abin
where there was preaching® quite often, and the Lincoln
family were rery fond of” going there. Sometimes the
meetings would be nearer home, at the house of a neigh-
bor. Sometimes the preacher would visit them in their
own cabin, to taste of their venison and corn cake and
talk with them on many subjects regarding both this life
and the life to come.

Among these preachera there was one for whom the
famllv ielt a more than common fq qendeth His name
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was David Blkin, and to him, more than auy other, they
confided! the story of their hardships, their griefs, and
their hopes. The only way in which he could help them
was by giving them his kindly sympathy?, for he was even
poorer than they. o '

The young lad found much delight in listening to these
preachers. Ie looked upon them as indeed great men;
and his hope was that, some day, he himself might be a
public speaker like them. Often when he came home
from meoting, he would stand up on the hearth and play
the preacher whils his mother and sister listened to his
noisy shouting; and when the neighbors’ children came
to visit them, he would mount upon a log or a stump® and
make queert speeches until they were .tired of hearing.

No newspapers were scen in the cabins of the Knob Creek
settlers; and it was only through sumars® and the talk of
noighbors that anythinz was known of the busy world.
It was by listeninz to such talk and by asking questions of
his mother that Abraham got his first knowledge of the
great country of which he would one day be the ruler.
But his thoughts about it wer> very c¢rude® and simple.

One day when he was playing by the creek, he caught
a little fish in his hands. e was much pleased and
hurried to carry it home. But as he was running along
the road, he met & man who wora a faded” blue cap and
had brass butiens® on his coat. e had seen a man dressed
in a similar fashion once before, and had been told that
he was a soldier. And so he stopped and asked, ‘“Are
you a soldierf”
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b8 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

“‘Yos,” was the answer. ‘I was with General Jackson,
and I fought through the war.”

The boy laid the little fish in the man’s hand, and ran
home happier than if he had caught a dozen fishes. His
mother had taught him that he should always be kind to
soldiers, and so he had given to this one the only thing in
the world that he could call hisown. .Had he been a little
older he would have understood much more about the war
which had just then been ended. But he was only three
years old when it began, and now he was barely six.

The War of 1812, as it is called, was caused by ¥ng-
land’s overbearing® acts toward Americans. For months
before the beginning of the war, the whole country was in
a state of dread® and distress. The chief fear of the people
in the West had been lest the Indians should unite with
tho Iinglish and again attack? the settlements. But Ameri-
can soldiers under General Harrison had met a large band
of Indians at Tippecanoe, in Indiana. A great fight had
taken place, in which the red men were so-badly beaten
that they did not dare to give any more trouble in that
region for a long time fo come. During the war many
battles were fought on sea and land, and the distress of
the people incroased. TFinally, the Amorican soldiers
under General Jackson gained a wonderful victory over
the Iinglish in the famous fight at New Orleans.

It was of these things that Abraham Lincoln had heard
much talk which he could not understand. But this at
least was clear to him, that it was one’s duty fo stand up®
for his country and to be kind to the soldiers who siskei®
their hves in its defenee
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66 ABRAMAM LINCOLR

III. RESTLESS THOMAS LINCOLN GOES
TO INDIANA

When Abraham Lincoln was seven years old his father
30ld the land which he had in the Knob Creek settlement.
He had never been sure of his fitle! to it, for there were
other men who claimed tqQ have an earlier and better right
lo it; and so he was glad to be +id of 2 the worry® of it, al-
though he had to sell it for very little. He wasa dreamy,
restless man, fond of the freedom of the backwoods, and
caring but little for the comforts of civilized* life. Such -
men are always found pushing on toward the frentier® and
clearing the way for settlers of a more enterprising® class.

He had heard that north of the Ohio River, in Indiana,
there was n wild and wonderful region, whers the soil was
© rich and game’ was plentiful, and where one might soon
have everything he needed, and a free title to his land
could not be disputed®. So he made up his mind to go
across the Ohio, and find in that newer country a better

1816 home for his family than he had yet been able to

give them. Indiana was still a thinly sottled
territory; but it was to become a state that very year, and
people were crowding® into it and buying up the land very
fast. Thomas Lincoln felt that now was the time to bet-
ter himself if he ever meant to do so.

With his ax and saw. he set to work and built a rude
raft!® which he launched** on the waters of a small but deep
stream called Rolling Fork—a stream that emptied'? afeer
a fow miles into Salt River, a trilutary'® of the Ohio. On
this raft he loaded his %4t of carpenter’s tools'* and some
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62 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

barvels' of liquei* which he had received in part pay for
‘his farm. He thought that in the new settlements, where
many houses wera being built, he could make good uss
of tho tools; and he Lelieved that he could also find a
market for the liquor.

“The two children and their mother watched him with
" toarful eyes as he pushed off from the shore and floated
slowly down tho creek toward the unknown land of prom-
ise3. 'Whon he was lost to view in a bend of the stream,
they returned to the lonely cabin, which was now no
longer their own, but which they would be allowed to
cccupyt until his return. ,

When the raftsman reached the Ohio River, he found
that the eddies® and currents® were too strong for him. His
little raft was driven here and there among the rocks and
snags’ until it was tipped over and the barrels and tools
were tumbled off. Happily the water at that spot was not
deep, and the shore was close at hand. 'With the help of
a friendly boatman who happened to be near, almost
everything was saved; and a few days later, Thomas Lin-
coln stood on the Indiana shore with 3;11 his little proparty
piled up before him. He was told that only a few miles
tarther north there was plenty of fine land waiting for any
one who was willing to buy it at the government price,
wiheh wag two dollars an acre, payable® in-small install-
ments®.  And so having disposed™® of his barreled goods to
his satisfaction, he started on foot through a dense forest,
looking for a place to make his home.

He did not go far. Late in the afternco: of the first
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04 ABRAIIAM LINCOLXN

day, he arrived at a spot which seemed to him to be th2 best
in all that ragion. Here was a c¢treleht of rich bottom
land?, with a stream called Pigeon Creek flowing through
it, and on either side were gently s<loping hills® covered
with a mighty growth of trees. Settlers were already
beginning to buy in the neighborhood, and ons of them,
whose name was Gentry, was talking of setting up a store
and starting a village. Thomas Lincoln lost no time,
therefore, in choosing a sife! for his farm; and thore he
drove a stake® into the ground to. show that he had tho
first claim upon it.

The next day, at dawn®, he set out, with his gun on '.is
shoulder, to walk to the land oftice at Vincennos, sevaaty
miles away.

It was a long and hard journey, and we are nob told
~how many days he spent on the way. Vincennes was
then the chief town in Indiana, It had been settlel by
the French nearly a hundred years befors, but it was still
- a backwoods village. Thomas Lincoln found its strec's
crowded with hunters and traders and land buyers from all
parts of the territoy. He made his way directly to the
land office, where he laid out every dollar that he had in
the world, ‘in part payment for one hundred and sixty
acres of land lying near Pigeon Creek in Spencer County,
about eighteen miles north of the Ohio River. IHe then

started back to Kentucky, to bring his wife and children
to their new home.

IV. A WINTER IN A HALI-FACED' CAMP?
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86 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

It was late in the fall' when the Lincoln family ade .
good-by? to the Kentucky settlement on XKnobh Creek
, and bogan their journey
W e through the wilderness®.
AT e They had not much to
take with them. The fow
cooking utensils and the
little bedding which they
i\ owned were strappelt on
> the backs of two borrowed?®
.7 horses. Then all sef out on
Jfoot®, by the neavest road,
to the Ohio River. At
night they camped in the
woods by the roadside.
The father with his rifle killed plenty of wild game for
their food; and friendly settlers along the road often
invited them to share their humble meals,

The distance’ from the old home to the new, measured®
upon a straight line, was but little more than forty miles.
But they traveled very slowly, and it wasa full week before
they reached their journey’s end. Over a groat part of
the way there was no road of any kind; and there they
had to cut their way through the thick woods. At last,
one cold November day, they reached the spot which the
father had chosen. It was a desolate® outlook'®: no house,
no shelter, no neighbors to welcome them to their firesides.
The leaves had fallen from the trees; the air was chellit
and damp'?; the sky was hidden bzhind leaden!® clouds
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from which a few snowilakes were slowly falling. Was
there ever a home-coming s0 ompty of joy?

And yet Thomas Tineoln and his wife were not down-
hearted*  The thought that this spot was to be their
home gave delight to the dreary scene. The father was
strong, and easily contented with any lot, but the frail
delicate® mother was little able to endure® the added dis-
comforts which must now be theirs. :

Soon the father and little Abraham were busy felling
treesand clearing a siallopening in the woods. It was the
work of only a fow hours to build what the settlers called a
“‘half-faced camp.”” This was nothing more than a shed?
mado of poles and covered with broad pieces of lari.
The threc sides that were most exposed® to’ the winter
winds were 4nclosed™; but the greater part of the south
side was left open. The cracks between the poles were
filled with leaves or sficks and pieces of clay; and a part
of the opened side was screened® with skins hanging down
from the roof pole. At one end of the shed was the bed
where the family slept. Opposite the open south side,
a fire blazed between two great logs, and there the meals
wore cook>d and eaten. 'This fire was kept burning night
and day, and its warm rays made a part of the shed quite
comfortable, even in the chilliest weather.

* In this rude shelter the Lincoln family lived all that
wintor. The father was busy every day with his ax, cut-
ting down trees, hewing logs for a new house, and making
a clearing for a cornfield. The pationt mother kept things
as tidy® as she could, and cooked their simpls meals.
"hey had meat in plenty; for the woods were full of
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iz

squih-els and wild furkeys!. Desr, too, often came within
qunchot range® of the camp. The mother knew how to
handle the rifle well, and more than one dinner of venison
was secured by her skill.

One morning Abraham, hearing the gobble® of wild
turkeys, peeped out and saw a flock of the big birds
marching close by the camp. Their leader was a noble
old fellow, as fine a gobbler* as was ever seen. The lad
ran quickly and took his father’s rifle from the pegs where
it hung. Then he pushed its muzzle® through a crack
in the wall, took aim, and fired. When the smoke cleared
away, he saw the gobbler stretched dead upon the ground.
At first he was proud of having brought down such noble
game; and then his pride gave way to pain at the thought
of having taken the life of an innocent creature. It was
the first time that he had knowingly barmed sany living
being. After that he often followed gamo in the wild
woods, but only when the family were in need of meat
for food. The gentle-hearted lad, unlike his father, conld
not see any sport? in hunting.

There were many cold days during that lonely winter,
when the barefoot boy could not go out to help his father
in the clearing. On such days he would stay in the camp
with his mother and read. Among the two or three books
which they had brought from Kentucky there was a little
pamphlel’ that he liked to read very much. It was a brief
true story of a young man named Henry Clay, who by
herd labor and, perceverance® had made himself a leader in
the councils of the nation®. Like Abraham himself, he had
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72 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

heen a poor hor,—he had been called ‘“T'he Mill* Boy
of the Slashes?,”’—but now he was a very great man whom
evarybody honored. The lad conld not fully understand
all the story, but it pleased him and he read it over and
over many times.

It was during these days also that he learned to write.
His mother was his teacher, and his first copies were
-probably® made with charcoalt on smooth pieces of bark.
Paper was a precious® thing—too precious to be found
in that poor camp. Ink there was none, unless it may
have been the juice® of poke berries’ or of walnut hullsd,
But Abraham Linejln did the best that he could with
whatevsr came to hand, and before the winter was well
over he could write fairly well. Had it not been for this
carly habit of his, of making the hest of his small oppor-
tunilies®; it isnot likely that, inafter years, he would have

done anything that you or I would care, to-day, to read
about. '

V. HOW THE HEWED-LOG HQUSE
‘WAS BUILT

When spring came, all hands were busy burning logs
and brush heaps in the clearing, and planting corn in the
rich soil among the stumps. [t was not till Iate in the
summer that Thomas TLincoln liad all the logs veady
with which to build their new house. He had promised
himself and his wife that this house should be much beiter
than the one they had left in kentucky, and so he had
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carefully hewed and squared the logs, and had notched
their ends so that they would fit snv.gly® onc upon another
when they were put in place:

In September all the neighbors for miles around were
invited to come to the house raising; and a fine dinnér of
venison and grean corn with stewed pumplin® and a velisht
of wild plums®, was served in the grove near the half-faced
camp. When the walls had been raised and the roof of
rough clapboards® was laid over all, everybody looked with
admiration at the new building and said that Thomas Lin-
coln was cerlainly a good carpenter and that there was no
better house in the Pigeon Creck settlement, if indeed in
the whole new state of Indiana,

The family had become so tired of the half-faced camp,
that they moved into the new house at once. It was far
from being finished; and many a day elapsed” before its
easy-going builder found time to make it-a comfortable

“placeto livein. 'There wasa fireplace and chimney atone
ond of the single room, just as there was in the old Ken-
tucky cabin. A floor had been promised, but sawed planks®
were things not plentiful where there were no sawmills®, and
it would take time and much hard work to split!®and hew flat
“‘puncheons'’’ tobeused instead.  There wore places for two
windows, but no glass was bought to put into them. There
was but one doorway, and yet Thomas Lincoln, the car-
penter, would rather hunt deer in the woods than make a
door with which to shut out the wind in stormy weathor.
Tho logs had beon nicely hewn and smoothed, but nothing
had yet been done to “chink'?? the cracks'® between them.
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A6 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

The walls had boen built high, so as to make an upper
helf-storys but there were only bare jeists® of round poles
to show where the lower room ended and the upper room
began. Some time after this, a few clapboards were laid
across the joists, and in one corner of the loft® thus formed,
a bad of leaves and straw! was thrown down. 'This was
Abraham’s bedchamber®, and the only way of gotting into
it was by climbing a laddes® made by driving long pegsone
above another into the wall below.

You would think this unfinished cabin a dreary place
indeed; but to the Lincolns it was so much better than the
half-faced camp that it seemed as good as a palace’.  Mus.
Lincoln’s aunt, Betty Sparrow, and her husband, Thomas
Sparrow, now moved into the camp. They had but lately
come from Kentucky, and were even poorer than the
Lincolns. 'They had no children of their own, but they
brought with them a young nepheu® who was a few years
older than Abraham, and whose name was Dennis Fanks.

"Thomas Lincoln’s one great fault was the putting of of
things®. Whenthe family moved into the unfinished cabin,
he fully in‘caded' to put everything into perfect shape very
soon. But the weather was warm, and everybody was
comfortable, and why need he hurryi "There was work
to be done in the clearing; and the woods were so full of
game that he must go hunting. When the weather grew
colder, the corn had to be gathered; and when winter came,
with its snow and wind, it was not pleasant to do any kind
of work, and the family could live in the house as it was
mml sp1 ing.¢ In the s}n ing the cmps L‘ld to be planted
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78 ABRAHAM LIXCOLN

and there was so much plowing! and grubbing® and leg-
volling® to b done that Mr. Lincoln had no time to think
of floors and doors and of chinks in the walls. In the
summer the weather was so hot that it would be foolish to
¢lose up the windows or hang the door or daub? the cracks
which let in the welcome breezes. . And so time passel,
and the fine, comfortable house that had been promised
was never finished.

T'here are people, known to both you and me, who have
this habit of putting off things; hut they are not people
who succeed well in life.

VI. A GREAT SORROW

The second summer in Indiana, like the first, was a
summer of much hard work and iiiiie play. Abraham
Linecoln was now in his ninth year, and there were 1818
many things that he could do. He could do
almost & man’s work with an ax; and much of his time
was spent in the clearings, chopping down trees, piling®
brush, and burni:zlogs. Sometimes he helpad his mother
about the house and garden; and sometimes he went on
errands® to the neighbors or to the little village of Gentry-
ville which had sprung up’ two miles away.

If you could see him as he was, you would think him
an odd-looking® child. He was tall for his age, and very
homely®.  1le was dressed much as we saw him in the old
Kontucky homo, in trousers of tanned*® deerskin and shirt
of komespun tow'* or linsey-woolsey'®. During most of the
year he wore nothing more. If he had a coat for Sundays,
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it was made of the coarsest! home-made goods, and per-
haps had alrexdy done servico as the garment® of another.
Tor shoes he had a pair of moccasins® which his mother
had made for him, and these he wore only when the
weather was very cold. Stockings he had none, nor did
he ever wenr any until he was a grown-up man. IHe did
not think it a hardship to be thus so pooriy clad; for the
vost of the family, and other men whom he knew, were
drossed in the same poor fashion.

Autumn came again, and with it came trouble and sor-
row. A strange disease! had broken oul among the sottlers.
It was believed to be caused by some plant which grew in
the woods. If cows ate the plant, their milk was made
poisonous®, and those who drank of it grow sick and wero
almost sure to die. On account of this belief the diseaso
was called ‘“milk-sick”’. Sometimes the cows themselves
died; but nobody could ever find the strange plant, or des.
eribe its appearance or manner of growth. The disease
was known only in new settlements among the clearings -
and the woods; and physicians®, even to this day, have
heen unable to tell what was its ture cause.

Thomas Sparrow and his wife were the first to bhe
attacked by this dreadful sickness. "T'he narrow half-
faced camp which was their home was a cheerless” place
at its best, and the disease did its work quickly, ‘Two
graves® were made side by side, on the sunny slops of a
hill, and there the poor people were laid by their sorrow-
ing Minsfolk® and neighbors., And then Abraham Tin-
coln’s mother was stricken!® down. The l‘fzrlrdships of tho
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past two years had already taken the flush! of health from
her cheecks. Ixposure® to dampness® and cold in the camp
and the unfinished cabin had robbed her of her strength and
made her an easy wiclim! to the disease. IHer husband
and children nursed hor with tender care, and did all they
could to help her. There was no doctor for whom they
could send; but they gave her such simple remedies® as
they had, and were always at her bedside, watching her
with loving eyes.

One morning very early, when the gray daylight wasbe-
ginning to struggle through the chinks of the cabin, she
reached out her arms and drew the lad Abraham toward
her. ‘“My boy, [ am going away, and you will not see me
again. Be good—I know you will. Help your father.
Take good care of your sister. Live as I have .taught
you, and love God always.’”” And then the end came.

With his own hands Thomas Lincoln mado a rude coffin®
of boards for his wife; for there was no one in ‘all the
sottlement whom they could ask to do this sad service.
Then, one quiet afternoon, when the nuts were falling in
the woods and the trees were dropping their brown and
yellow leaves, they bore her to her last resting place.
Under the spreading branches’ of a sycamo€® tres, on the
side of a Zillocl? some distance from the cabin, they buried
her silently and with much sorrow. The gave had been
made in the place which she herself had chosen when still
in health.

In all that bagkwoods country there was as yot no place
of public worship'®. 'T'here was no preacher who could be

Liht: 2085, 38506 4 WES 588G 6 M T
WIRIE 8 FRMER: RS 10. HORAYRRAY.



- — & 83

HLILFE T o A IR T EL I U T b A i ety Fe
TEMERERRTETENY AR IFSE (IS URA e b
Pl 45— (5 B0 00 ST o R i) 2 Fe 3% T~ o T Sl » 7
1YW o A IRE A AN I A4 5 AL P P AN AT o 65 i pro
SR B ORI » SR 00 HRIA R 35 1o

—HARRLEO T R SUK AT BEhE BRI ST, i
HH IS Sy mamﬁ' R S, IRMIRET, MR TH M

AFRHRIRT , Ariiag— 3Rasi v ersa sy, Bt frae
By AR (RO, MR TGRS BB L

ST BT T — IR A KR e 5 (RS
(E 2RI -4 ACH GERMU PGS RS 60 41, v RAE—
BT 47, RS EE T IR, THIEEMY, APHEI N Bt
1 MR L o HE— U B3 05 1 B T T » )
KRB0 — A 2538 AU A5 TAROTR 155, AR R0l
TN

AERARAET-FE ORI SFAT — A SR St i 12
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invited to come to the funeral® and speak words of comfort
and hopo to the mourners>. The fow neighbors who had
come in kindness to do what they could returned sadly to
thoir homes, cach having his own griofs and burdens
to bear. And with hearts bowed down with their grent
sorrow, the lad Abraham antd his sistor Sarah slowly
followed their father back to their desolate cabin.

VII. “MY ANGEL MOTHER”

To the sorrowing child, not yvet ten years old, it seemed
a terrible thing that his mothor should bo laid in the ground

1818 and no veligious services® ba held above her.  ¢If

only some good man were here,”” he thought—
“if only some traveling preacher would come into the
sottlement!”’

Then he thought of good David Elkin, whom they had
known in the old Kentucky home. If he could be told of
their loss, perhaps he would come even now an1 ‘preach
a sermon® by her grave. But how could he be tolds

Sitting by the lonely hearth at homso, Abraham thought
of a plan. He would write a lotter to his mother’s old
friend. He would tell him of thoir sorrow, and ask him
to come. But this was no easy task. Where could he
find paper and pen and ink? Who would carry the letter
after it was written? And where, indeed, was David
Elkin, the wandering preacher, to be found?

In the backwoods people learn to do much with but
little®. 'They are not daunteds by difficulties. In the
thumb-wern’ spelling book which the lal had studied
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80 ABRAMAM LINCOLN

at Caleb Hazel’s schoo! there was a blank fly leaf, and
this was paper enough. Poke berries were hanging ripe
on their stalls' by many a charred® stump in the clear-
ing, and their blood-red juico would serve very tvell for
ink. In the wings of the wild turkey which the father
had killed in the woods there were plenty ef quills?, and
of one of theso a pen could be made.

The lotter was written, and folded*, and addressed to
David Elkin in Kentucky. But thore was no post office,
and there were no carries of mail® in that part of the
country. How was it to be sent to its destinationd?

One of the noighbors was about to start on some sort
of business to a point on the Ohio River. He would carry
the letter as far as he want, and then give it to some other
person who was going still farther in the right direction.
This second person would hand it to another, and he,
perhaps, to still another, until at last, no mischance?
happened, it would reach the hands of the one to whom
it was directed®.  To Abraham Lincoln there was nothing
strange about this way of sending a letter—it was the
only way that he knew: it was the common custom in that
carly day among the people of the West.

The dreary winter came, the dreariest that the boy had
evenknown. The wind whistled through the open. chinks
in the walls, the snow and sleef® beat in at the unprotected
door. ‘T'he comfortless cabin was more comiortless than
ever before, for she who had boen the light of the home
was no longer there. Little Sarah, eleven years old, was
the housekeeper. The father, still putting off the things
that needed most to be done, sat by the fire at home, or
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=
wandered anc?ut the clearings with his ax or his gun,
Dennis Hanks, since the death of his aunt, Betty Sparrow,
had come to live with the Tincolns; for he had no other
kinsfolk ‘or friends to give him food or shelter. e was
older than Abraham, and made himself useful, ¢hopping
wood and feeding the stock and hunting game in the woods.

At last the days grew longer and cheerier. Spring
came, and the woods were gay' with wild flowers, and full
of the melody? of singing birds; and then, one day, David
Klkin, the preacher, rode up to the cabin door. He had
received Abraham’s letter. In sesponseto® it ho had rid-
den a hundred miles through the wild, new country, often
without so imuch as a path to guide! him; he had swum
rivers which the spring rains had swollen® into torrents®;
he had slept in the woods while wolves howled in the
thickets about him; he had Draved all sorts of danger,
suffered weariness, endured hunger—and for what?
Merely to stand by the closed grave of a poor'woman,
to tell about her goodness and gentleness, and to speak
encowragement’ to those who had loved her. Tor this he
cxpected no roward, neither gifts nor gold, nor the praiso
of men, but only the satisfying thought that he had done
his duty. Certainly, when the soll® of ihe world’s heroos
i3 made up, the name of humble David Elkin will stand
far higher than those of many men who have done greater
deeds® but dono them selfishiyt®.

Word was sent to the neighbors that 2 preacher had
come to preach Nancy Lincoln’s funeral ssrmon. Neigh-
bors carried the news to n~ighbors, and when the next
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b0 ABRAHIAM LINCOLN

Sabbath! came, the settlers quietly met together on the
hillside near the spreading sycamore. Many of them had
walked long distances, some had come on horseback, sonre
in wagons. 'This preaching of a funeral sermon was a
great event, and men, woinen, and children were anxious
to hoar it. More than two hundred persons were there.
It was a greater company in
than had ever bofore been e '&”" -" e P
gathored together in that
scattering® settlement.
When the sun had al-
most reached the place of
noon, the preacher gave
out a hymn3, lino bo line
—forthere were no hymn
books for the worshipeist
—and, line by line, the
women and girls, with

their sweet, but unbrained®

. s . . . . - M LICE., 3
voicas, joined him in sing- The Grave of Lincoln’s Mother as it
now appears

ing it. A short prayer
was offered; and then the preacher began his sermon. 1t
was not a scholarly® sermon, but it was full of earnestness’
and fecling, and was just the kind of speech which the
unlearned listeners could understand.  Its subject was, of
course, the gentle woman whose memory was so dear to
all who had known her.  And the proacher spoke most
fealingly of her patience and faith, and of her high ideals
of life—ideals which she had, with loving care, taught
and impasted® to her childron.
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.

At length %le sermon was ended; another hymn wasg
sung; the benediction! was pronounced; and then the
people slowly separated, and wont thoughtfully homeward.
As for the lad, Abraham Lincoln, he felt that now one
great duty to his mother had been performed, and he was
happior than he had been sinco she went away. But a
still greater duty remained: to shape his life from that
day forward in accordance with? her teachings, and to make
his character such as he knew she would like it to be.
He went home with noble thoughtsin his heart. Although
but ten years old, he was no longer a child. He was
resolved to be a man of tho type which his mother would
admire and commend.

Long years afterward, when he had won honor and
Jame®, and was assured* of a place among the great men of
the world, he said, ““All that I am, and all that I hope to
be, I owe t¢®* my angel mother.”’

VIII. LONELY BDAYS AT PIGEON CREEK

There was much hard work to be done on the farm,
and the two boys, Abraham Lincoln and Dennis Hanks,
1819 Were busy early and late. Betweon the planting
and hocing®, the grubbing and logrolling, the
splitting” of rails® and the building of fences® there was
little time for play. Donnis IHanks and the neighbors’
boys took much plaasure in trapping'® pogsums'! and wild
turkeys, and sometimas on moonlit nights they went out
coon'? hunting with their dogs, and bad grand fun. Some-
times they would persuade® Abraham to o with them: but
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94 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

in the heat of the chase' he was sure to lag? far behind, for
it pained him to see any creature forfuscd® or put to death.

Ho was far better pleased when he could sit at home
in the chimney corner and poret over his book. Ie had
only two or three, but he read them again and again. Tt
was his habit to read aloud—the thoughts seemed so
much more 2i%id® to him when he could hear the word as
well as sece them. This habit I suppos> began with his
first reading, when his mother was his teacher and most
delighted listenor. Tt was a habit which he retained to
the end of his life.

About this time two new books came into his hands, but
whore he got them I cannot tell. One was an arithmetic;
and many were the evenings which he spent, studying the
rules, and ciphering® by the dim® light of the fire. e had
no slate—perhaps had never seen ono; but he made his
Jigures® on a smooth clapboard or wooden showl?, using a
piece of charcoal for a pencil.

The other book was a worn and torn copy of “ZEsop’s
Fables.” Tt was a delightful book. Its queer conceits'®
tickled'! the boy's faney, aud he liked to repeat to the
other lads its quaint anecdotes'? about talking beasts and
birds. In this way he began to acquire'® that pleasant art
for which he was always noted—the art of telling enter-
taining!* stories.

One day in the late fall Thomas Lincoln put on his
best suit of Lomespun'®, shouldered his gun, and left home.
He did not tell any one whexe i.e was going, but said that
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98 - ABRAHAM LINCOLN

it might bo a fow days before he would come back. The
three children thus left alone, were not much troubled
by his absence, for they were used to taking care of
thomselves.

In the woods were squirrels and turkeys and deer; and
Dennis Flanks, with his érapst and gun, would supply them
with meat. There was plenty of corn in the cabin loft;
and Abraham Lincoln, with the tin “gritier?,”’ would goit®
as much meal as they wanted for bread. There was a
cow in the field, and milk {o be had for the milking; and
Sarah Lineoln, twelve years old, knew how to broil venison
on the coals and bake corn dodgers in the Dutch oven.
Although thore was no danger of starving*, yot the poor
children were in a sad plight® for clothes. Since their
mother had gone from them, more than a year before,
they had had no one to care for them. Thoy were in
rags®. The boys had outgrown’ their deerskin trousers.
Winter was coming, and they had not clothing enough to
keep them warm.

Days and weeks passed, and the father did not come
home. 'The houso of the nearest neighbor was so far
away that the children seldom? saw any one but themselves.
The unfinished log house seemed drearier and lonelier
than ever before.

IX. IMPROVED’ CONDITIONS

~ Early one December morning before the sun was above
the trees, the children in the house heard some one halloa'®
from the edge of the woods. They ran out, and were
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98 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

surprised to see a wagon with four horses coming down
the lane toward the house. A stranger was driving; and
on the seat beside him was their father; and peeping out
from beneath the white wagon cover were the faces of a
woman and three childven. Abraham and Sarah Lineoln
could hardly believe their cyes, as they waited in silent
wonder by the door, not knowing what change of fortune
was at hand.

The wagon drew up hefore the house, and their father
leaped to the ground. Then the woman and the children
climbed out over the wheels.

““Abraham and Sarah,’” said their father, “‘this is your
new mother. And T have brought you a new brother and
two new sisters, too.” »

They saw that the woman had a kind, good face, and
that the children, who were about their own ago, weroe
dressed in warm, neai! clothes. The new mother. greeted?
them very pleasantly, making them fecl at once as
though they had found a friend. And when she went
into the cabin, it seemed already. a cheerier place than it
had besn for many a month. -

Soon the wagon was unloaded®, and Abraham and Sarah
were surprised 1o see the many fine and wonderful things
that the new mother had brought with her. There were
chairs, and a feather bed, and a bureaut with drawers®, and
a wooden clest’, and many other things such as their poor
house had never known. And from the wooden chest the
kind woman lilted such a supply of clothing as they had
not seen before; and soon the children had put cff their
'ags and ta(tor.:, amd wore leSSBd in n=at homespun
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100 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

which made(them feel so awlward!, and yet so warm, that
they scarcsly knew themselves.

T%omas Lincoln, when he left home, had gone hack to
Elizabethtown in Kentucky, where in his younger days he
had learned the trade of carpanter. He went for the
purpose of calling upon Mrs. Sarah Johnston, a widow lady
who lived there with her three childran, John, Sarah, and
Matilda. e had known Mrs. Johnston when she was a
young girl and her name was Sarah Bush; and now it
was quite casy to persnade her to become his wife, and be
a second mother to his children.

In Elizabsthtown there lived a man whose name was
Ralph Crume, and whose wife was Thomas Lincoln’s
sistor. Ho owned a good four-horse feam?, and a stout’
wagon that had bzen built for Kentucky roads. IHe was
glad of an excuse! to see the new country bayond the Ohio;
and .o he readily agreed to take Mr./Lincoln, with his bride
and his stepchildren® and some housshold goods, back to
the home in Indiana. This Ralph Crume was the stranger
whom Abraham and Sarah first saw when they ran to the
door in answer to thir father’s shout, T'o them ho seamel
tobea very great man with hisfour horses and hisbig wagon.

The coming of the new mother wrought® many changes.
Thomas Lineoln was soon pastly cured” of his habitof pn'-
ting off things. I suppose that he must have been anxious
to show his wife how good a carpenter he could be whon he
chose to try.  Lor he set to work at once, with ax and broad-
ax?, to hew smooth ““puncheons,’’ or slabs?, for tha floor of his
cabin. When these wers laid in thoir plagas and fastened
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down with wooden pegs, the house began to look much
more habitable'. Then, with the help of the boys,
the cracks in the wall were chinked with clay, and a
suflicient number of rough clapboards were sived? to make
a good Hoor for the loft.

The crowning picce® of work was the door, which was
made of sawad planks, batfened? together, and was hung on
wooden hinges®. When closed it was fastened with a
wooden lateh® which could bz lifted with a siring’. During
the day, the end of this string was passed through a hole
and hung on the outside of the door. Then ‘‘the latch-
string was out’’ to all comers, and any person could open
the door and enter. But at night the string was daawn in-
side, and then no one could coms in without first knocking
for admission®.  Asfar the windows, there wasno use think-
ing of glass; and so Mr. Lineoln fitted wooden frames® into
the openings, and Mrs. Lincoln hung neat curtains'® before
them which could ba closed when the weather was rough,
and drawn when it was fine, And thus, after more than
two years of putting off, the cabin was finished. It wasa
pleasanter place than you would imagine!’; and it had
been made so by tho good management'? of the new
mother.

There were now six children in the family -—thlev
boys and three girls—and every one was old cnough
to lend @ hand'™ and be useful. 'There were merry times
in the cabin and in the fields and clearings, and plenty
of d'rud!nnq wnrlt had to be done. In the blearmgw
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104 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

treos were %o be cut down, logs piled and burned, roots
grubbed up, and fences built. In the fields there was an
endless round of plowing, and planting, and sowing!, and
reaping®: and gathering®. And in all this labor Abraham
bore @ purtt. llo did not like to work, and never found
pleasure in it; but he always did his best, and did it with-
out complaining®. He was already old enough to see that
labor was the enly means of beltering his life®, and he had
made up his mind’ to rise in the world as high as he
could

In and about the house the mother and daughters found
no end of duties. They curded® the wool and hackled® the
Jlaz'® they spun and wove'! these into cloth, which they
dyed'? and made up into clothing; they milked the cows,
and cared for the chickens; they churned® butter't and
boiled soap'® and knit!® themselves stockings; and in time
of corn planting or harvesting'’, they thought nothing of
putting on sunbonnets'®, and helping the *““men folks'®’’ in
the ficlds. With the new mother’s busreau? and chairs, the
house was more elegant{y** furnished?® than any other in
the neighborhood; and although the brooms? were madse
of buckeye** splints® rudely tied?® together, the floor was
always a model of cleanliness. T'he cooking was done
on the hearth, or over the blazing fire. The family ate
from pewter plates, and without forls*”; and they drank
from tin cups or from the shells of gourds?®. And thus

BGE R~k T S 0. BRHEHZS 10, BRE 10.
HERs 1203 IBCEL L.kl 150R%s 16, 68K 17, 9% 18
SRR 10, —AFBAG 0 FaNds S1 HERRl: o2 (GIR,IME A
B 0L BERN S HEEAG S Mk fC. AL 27 X3 98 ik



J
93* -
7

463

(Foesy Bl AP RPARTRHME T2, &% AT HE RO R
e, i 2 PR TR I 4G, FET 2 8510

105
a

S LD I I B
- FEIERE R Ak W, PR SOHE 3R Y L ARG 50 AHRAY
ClEmifadr 25

A7 o AP BT, (e T AR DS

A (L e Ty gl 18T AR S, EALAEACR B E R
NS A HE—Th s, b Yu AR i S b

GRS, 1 A B,

(R -4 R BRI A BT PR o AL R B A0

TS R TPV e A Yo 0 (RS 4 T 3 A TPV I 220 o
PEANTH S AP LIRS A bl , ST AR BRI ) R TS (e phS

B O4IRe 5%, AU AS RN B 9% _ESE PR M, B d: BT WY 55 AL IR

E!

71‘_

SETAE, U BB B BB T, BB,
REBFRARINTE S MESRIATRY 2 1 IS LA 04 v R 24 s 4%
Ny, Hub %

R ORI S L SR AR AR A K b
—~FAERRBTEY ‘

» B 35 AR BIEEREOO BR 7 1 B IR



106 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

with hard work and homely fare the days went by
unnumbered?t.

X. NOT MUCH SCHOOLING, AND
YET A LITTLE

When Abraham was thirteen years old, the p2ople in
the Pigeon Creck settlement decided to build a schoolhouse.
It would not do, they said, to let their children grow up
in 4gnoranceé®. One morning in autumn, when the crops
had been ‘‘laid by,”” and there was a will® in the 1899
work on the farms, all the men met together at
the erossroadst, where a plof® of ground had been given for
sehool purposes. Axes rang in the woods, trees crashed
to the ground, logs were cut in proper lengths and laid one
above another—and beforo nighifali® the schoolhouse was
finished.

It was much like any other log cabin. The door was
at one end; and on either side there was a small square
window. Nearly the whole of the othor end was taken up?
by the fireplace—a huge affais®, built of blue clay and flat
stones. Benches made of logs split in halves were placed
around the inside of the room for seats. A rude shelf was
put up near the door to serve as a desk, before which the
few puplis who wished to study writing could stand by

“turns® and trace'® their copies.  Of course thera was no floor.
There was no glass in the windows, but it was expected
that when the weather grew cold the master would paste't
a sheet of greased papest? over each opening—and this
would serve just as well.
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The first n?f\ster was Azel Dorsey; and the boys and girls
from the Lincoln eabin were among the pupils. School
bagan ab sunrise and was not dismissed! until the sun was
sotting. If wasscarcely daylight whon the children started
to school, for the hous: was threo or four milas away, and
often the stars were shining bafore all were back at the
home fireside. The master had agreed to teach spelling,
roading, writing, and arithmetic ““to the vule of three®’’; but
only a fow of the scholars studied anythin s but spelling.

Of coursz, Abraham Lincoln stood at the head of his
classes, not because he could learn more easily than his
schoolmates, but becausoe he studied harder. He was the
only one who saw that the way to rise in the world is by
hard labor and by getting knowledge. The other boys
cared for nothing so much as being good wrestlers® and fast
runnars, hard hitters* and straight theowers®. ‘They looked
with scorn® upon book-learning, and would have mado
things very unpleasant for Abraham if he had not shown
them that, with all his love for books, he could wrestle and
run and strike and throw as well as the best of them. Oan
tho fly leaf of an arithmetic which > usad at about this
time, on2 may still read thesz lines written by himself:—

“‘Abraham Tincoln,
His hand and pen;
Ho %vill be good,
But God knows when.”

-Azel Dorsoy’s school soon came to an end, and it was
two yvears bofore another maser was employed to teach in
the little log schoolhouse.  But all this while, Abraham
wias i]uiétly teaching himself-at home; and it is not

e
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iikely that any backwoods schoolmaster could have taught
him better. His father thought that it was folly for him
to learn anything more, and that so much reading of
books was a great waste of time. DBut when Andrew
Crawford at last opened another school in the little eabin,
Mres. Lincoln declarved! that the six childven should attend
it—and so they did.

It was at this school that Abraham wrote his first com-
position of which we havé any account® Its subject was
“Cruelty to Animals,” and knowing how gentle-hearted
he was toward all living creatures, we can easily guess
some of the things he said.

The second school was even sliorter than the first.  The
settlers seemed to think that a very little learning was suffi-
cient, and so it was a long time before the log schoolhouse
again echoed® with the voices of children conning! their
spelling books,

When Abraham was nearly seventeen years old, a‘wan-
dering schoolmaster whose name was Swaney, opened a
school in a deseried® cabin four and a half miles from the
Lincoln home. Of course young Lincoln wasone of the
scholars., He was so anxious to learn, that he thought
nothing of walking nine miles every day to gain what littlo
he zould from a man who knew far less than himself.
But his father soon came forward and declared that the
boy had already had more schooling® than was good “for
him, and that he must stop all such nonsense’ and go
to work. And s0 Abraham Tincoln’s school days were
at an end. If all had been put together, they would not
have madz a twalvémonth.
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XJ. CONNING BOOKS BY THE FIRELIGHT

During all this time Abraham Lincoln’s love of hooks
continued, Ile read everything that he could get hold of.
If he heard of a hook anywhere in the settlement, he couls
not rest until he had borrowed it. Once he walked bare-
footod twelve miles to borrow a book containing the laws
of Indiana. \When he was plowing in the fields,he would
almost always have a book with him to read while he gave
the horse a few moments’ rest at the end of the sow!.

His father was not in favor of so much reading, Ie
thought that it unfitted the boy for his work and made him
lazy, but the good mother pleaded? in his behalf?, and begged
that he should be allowed to have his own way. ‘‘He was
always a dutiful son* to me,”’ she afterward said, “‘and we
took pains when he was reading not to distusd® him. Wo
would let him read on and on till hn qusi® of hisownaccord™.”’

He would sit by the fireplace at night and read as long
as the fire lasted. Often he would have a pile of hickory®
bark at his side which he would throw in, picce by piece,
as the flames died down. 1In the Pigeon Creek settlement
a candle was a luzusy® which common people could not
think of using save on special occasions'®.

Whenever Abraham found anything in his 1e'1d€m“ which
seemed to be too good to he for gotten, he would take note
of it in whatever way he could. If he had no paper, he
would write with charcoal'l, or with a piece of red ‘‘leel'?)”’
on the side of a smooth board.” The logs in the chimney
corner weroe coveled with his rude nofes. \Vhen he had
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114 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

learned his notes by heart, he would sul* them out to give
place for others.
 Paper was a rare article, and every pieco that he could
get was kept with great care. He made ink from poke
berries, or walnut hulls, or the sap? of brier® roots. IHis
pens were of goose quills and turkey quills, and no one
in those times had better. Some pages of his exercise
books, filled with figures and éxamples in arithmetic,
have been found and may still be seen.
One autumn he heard that 'a settler whose name was
Josiah Crawford owned a book about the first President of
the United States. Ile set out at once to borrow it. M.
Crawford very kindly allowed him to take it, telling him
to be careful not to s0il! it. The lad no sooner turned his
face homeward than he opened the book and began to read.
It was Weems's ‘‘ Life of Washington,’’ and to him it seem-
ed a wonderful story, filling his heart with noble thoughts
and with aspirations® higher than he had ever felt before.
Walking slowly homeward, he read until darkness over-
tool® him. After supper, in his corner by the.fire, he
read until the last log of wood had bzen burned to ashes
and there was no longer the slightest flame flickering” upon
the hearth. It must have been past midnight when he
crept up the ladder to his bed in the loft. e carried the
book with him, and laid it in a erack between two logs so
that, at the earliost pecp of day, he could take it and
resume® his reading while still lying in bed.

In the morning he was awakened by the sound of rain
pattering® on the roof over his head. He reached out and
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116 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

took the hook, but was dismayed® to find that it was soqked?
with the rain. The back was ready to drop off, and the
Inaves were stuck togethar. IHe hurried down, built a fire,
and dried the volume so that h2 could finish the reading of
it—but, do whatever he could, it would never look like
the same book.

After breakfast he carried it back to its owner and ex-
plained what had happened.

“I am very sorry,” he said, “and I am willing to do
anythihg that I can to make it right with vou.”

Mr. Crawford said that the book was worth about
seventy-five cents, and tha' if Abraham would work three
days for him he would bo satisiied.

“Do you mean that the three days’ work will pay yon
for the book,”” asked the boy, “‘or will it only pay for the
damags® done to itf”’

‘I mean that you may have the book,” said Mr. Craw-
ford. “‘It will be of no further use to me.”

And so, for three days, Abraham husked* corn and strip-
ped® fedder®, and then proudly carried the book home again.
It was his own,—the first thing he had ever bought directly
with his own labor. He read the volume again and again.

In the clearings and the ficlds he thought of the won-
dorful .aree of Washinzton—the greatest of American
horoes—and he was strengthened i his resolution to live
a manly life and to do his best at all times. Migh® not he
too bo a putriol® and hero? Although he might never be
prosident, he certainly could make himself worthy of that
great honor.
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XII., ORATORY AT A COUNTRY COURT

Young Lincoln was now more than ever determined to
gain for himself a good education. It was hard for him to
learn; he could not go to school; he had but few books;
there was no person who could help him: but in spite
of all such difticulties, he kept steadily* on, doing his best
every day, and learning whatever he could. He studied
"0 d did everything thoroughly, and so you need not
wentlor 7 he loarned more than some boys do nowadays®
who have every opportunity and yet are lazy and careless.

About the time that his father took him from Master
Swaney’s school, a book on clementary susrveying® came
into his hands. Ile at once set himself to learn the
prineiples of the science, and—perhaps because he knew
that George Washington had once measured land—Abra.
ham Lincoln dreamed of becoming a swrveyort.

I have already told you how, when he was but a little
child, ho delighted to mpitate® the wandering preachors
who came into the Knob Creck settlement. As he grew
older he still cherished® the ambition? to become a publie
speaker. Few things pleased him better than to stand on
a stump or a log and, with the other five children as
ligteners, dcliver® a funny speech on some subject of
common interest.  As he was always greeted with ap-
plause®, he became holder and would sometimes practico
speaking before a crowd of conntry people at the village
store, In harvest time his father forbade'® his speech-
making in tho fields, “for when Abe!! hegins t> speak,”
he said, ‘‘all the hands stop work and l1sten
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He was nenr\;:f eighteen years old when he walked bare-
footed to Boonville, fiftzen miles away, to attend a murder!
trial? thal was being held there. It was his first visit to
any court of justice®, and the first time that he saw lawyers
at their work. He was filled with admiration for the judge?,
who seemed to him the greatest and wisest of living men.
o listened with infense® intercst to all that was going on;
and when one of the lawyers arose and made a speech in
defense® of the prisoner”, ho was delighted beyond measure.

The lawyer's name was Breckenridge, and he was from
Kentucky. When he had finished speaking, Abraham
Lincoln could no longer hold himsalf. e rose from his
seat, pushed his way acvoss the courtroom?, and held out
his hand to the astonished® lawyer. ““That was the best
speech I ever heard,” he said. ’

It was o strange scene.  The gawky'® youth, noarly six
foet four inches in height, stood with outstretched'! hand,
forgetful of everything but the wonderful speech.  Dressed
in a suit of buekskin!?, with no shoes on his feet, and a coon-
skin cap on his head, he never thought of the inequality'®
between himself and the young lawyer in broadcloth!t and
fine linen®®. But Mr. Breckenridge, with a sneer!® on his
face, turned away and took no further notice of his

“admirer. Young Lincoln, unused'” as he was to the ways
of the world, felt this rebff1® Leenlyt®. 1t was his first ex-
perience of the inequalities of societyv.. It was the first
time that he had met any one who looked down upon him
asan inferior™.  Idoubtnotthat he thenand thera resolved
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122 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

to win his way to such a position that some day even M.
Breckenridge would bs glad to take his hand- Many
years afterward the two men met again; and Mr. Lincoln,
who was then the greatest man in our country, reminded
My, Breckenridge of this scene in the courtroom—a scene
which the proud Kentuckian had forgotten, but which the
humble backwoodsman could not forget.

Aftor this visit to Boonville, Abraham’s mind was
wholly bent upon being a lawyer. He did not expect to
bacome a lawyer at once, or indeed without much study
and labor. He would do whatever came to his hand, and
he would do it well; he would be anything that it was
necessary for him to be, and he would not give way to
impatience® or despain®, but the end which he kept steadily
in view was a caveer of honor and usefulness in the practice
of law. Although he could not help but dislike the hard
work on the farm, yet he took pains to learn how to do
overything there in the best possible® way.

He had grown to be very tall, and his strength was
something wonderful. He could outlift, outchop, and
outwrestle any man in the settlament. And best of all,
he was known among his acquaintances' as being kind-
hearted, brave, and honest to a degree that was not
common among hovs in any ecommunity®.

XIII. LINCOLN THE BOATMAN

Thomas Lincoln thought that a boy who was so big and
actine® ought to bo earning some money. And so in the
fall, when the crops had been cared for and there was not
much to ba done on the farm, he sent Abraham down to
the Ohio River, and Im cd’ him out as ferry® boy to a man
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124 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

whose name was James Taylor. Thelad was put in charge'
of a flat-bottomed? rowboat®, and it was his duty to carry
passengerst across the river, hetween the Indiana and Ken-
tucky shores. For thiis work it was agreed that he should
have his board®, and his fathoer should receive two dollars
and fifty cents a week.

Abraham Lincoln now gained much knowledge of the
world that was new to him. He had never studied geogra-
phy®, and his ideas about the extent” of our country were not
very clear. He saw the steamboats passing up the river to
Cincinnati or Pittsburg, and down toward St. Louis or New
Orleans. But he had never seen a city, and the accounts
which he heard of these places seemed to him like fairy tales.

There were but few travelers to be ferried across the
river, and so, on some days there was not much to be done.
Atsuch times it was pleasant, inthe warm autumn weather,
to lic on the bank and watch the flatboats and other craft®
go floating down the stream. But young Lincoln was not
satisfied lo waste his time in idleness. Judge Pitcher, who
lived near the landing, was the owner of a shelfful® of books,
While waiting for passengers, the ferry boy often ran into
the judge’s office to look ai these books; and the judge,
seeing how fond he was of reading, kindly allowed him to
take down and peruse!® as many as he chose.

Sometimes the boy would amuse himself by writing on
paper his thoughts about certain subjects. One of the com-
positions thus written was on temperance'.  When Judge
Pitcher read it, he was so pleased with the good sense of it
all that hs handed it to a preacher who sent it to Ohio,
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126 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

where it was published in a paper. Another of young
Lincoln’s essays' was on ‘‘National Politics®.”” Tt is not
likely that at this time he had ever seen a newspaper, and
50 it scoms strange that he could know anything about
politics. But the essay was so well written and displayed®
so much knowledge of the subject that a lawyer to whom
it was shown declared ‘‘the world couldn’t beat t'.”’

Abraham’s service as a ferry boy did not continue long.
Winter came, ice formed in the river, and there were so
few travelers that the boat was hauled® up on the shore and
the ferry stopped business. The lad went cheerfully back
to Pigeon Creek, carrying to his father the monoy which
he had earned. The world seemed a great deal larger to

“him now than ever before, and he longed® for the timo to
come when he could go out and see what was taking place
in its busy marts’.

These thoughts led him to form a project® for building a
flatboat and taking the farm produce to the river where
it might be sold for a good price. All that winter he was
busy thinking and working, cutting tmbei® for his boat and
putting the pieces together. 'Iis father was ocasily per-
suaded'® that something might be made out of the venture!!
but his mother shook her head, and was unwilling to let
the lad leave home. W hen the spring rains finally came,
and Little Picecon Creck was overflowing its banks, Abra-
ham launched his boat upon the stream and, having at last
goiten his mother’s leave, made a trial trip to the Ohio.

The little craft was stanel!? enough so long as it was
floating in the narrow channell® of the creek; but when it
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128 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

came out upon the rolling waters of the great river il
secemed very frail!' indeed. Young Lincoln dared not ven-
ture far into the stream. He moored? his boat to the shore,
and began to study whether there was any way by which
to make it stronger and safer, Two strangers with. their
trunks® were on the landing, waiting for a steamboat that
was coming down the river. The steamboat would not
come to the shore, for there was no whasft. But if there
were any passengers to be taken on, she would stop in
midstream and wait for them to be rowed out to her.

The two strangers looked at the different boat that weve
moored by the landing, and at last came to young Lincoln’s,
They seemed to like the stout new wvessel’, for they said,
“Will you take us and our trunks out to tho steamer?”’

“Certainly,’” said Lincoln; for he knew that with his
great strangth he could manage® the boat during that shovt
trip, and he hoped that the men would pay him at least a
“fip”’ for his trouble.

The trunks were put into the boat, the men ssated them-
selves, and the tall, brawn® young man soon sculled® thom
out' to the steamer. He knew how to handle his boat,
even in the strong currant. The men climbed into the
steamer, and their trunks were lifted upon the deck. The
pilot!® rang the bell; the engineer'! began to put on steam;
“You have forgotten to pay me!’’ shouted Lincoln. Then
each of the men took a silver half-dollar and fossed'? it
into the little vessel. 'The engine puffed'®™ the paddle'
wheels went round, and the steamer pushed on down the
rolling stream. The young man could scarcaly beliove
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130 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

his senses when he picked up the two pieces of silver, It
was the first money that he had ever earned for himself,
and it seemed to him a very grert sum indeed, 'That he,
a poor lad from the backwoods, could earn so much in so
short a time, was almost too wonderful to believe,

XIV. NEW ORLEANS AND THE
MISSISSIPPI

What became of Abraham Lincoln’s little flatboat, and
why he gave up his intended voyage, we do not know,.
But when next we hear of him he is engaged® by Mr.
Gentry, the storeleeper? at Gentryville, to pilot® a much
larger vessel down the river to the maskefst of New Orleans,
This vessel was of the kind called by the river people a
“broadhorn®.’”’ It was wide and flat-bottomed, with a little
caboose® or shelter in the middle where the men could sleep,
Close by the caboose there was a hearth of clay whore they
could build a fire and cook their meals. The boat was loaded
with pork” and corn and other products of the new country;
and young Lincoln, who was the captain® worked tho front
oars. He was promised that if he made the trip safely, he
should receive money enough to pay his passage® back on
a steamboat, and his father should have two dollars for
every week he was absent. His only companion'® and
helper was Allan Gentry, his employer’s son.

You must know that at this time there were no railroads"
in the world. In the Western country there were but few
roads of any kind, and these were mostly'? mers wagon
tracks'® through the woods. I'o bring goods over the
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A

mountains“from the East was a difficuly and expensive!
undertaking®. To send the corn and wheat and pork of
the fertile® West over the same mountains to the market
cities of Now York or Philadelphia was a thing impossible
because of the great cost™.

It was only by means of® the water courses that the
sottlers could find any market for theie surplus® produce.
And as all the great streams of that region flow into the
Ohio or the Mississippi, thess two rivers became the chief

A Mississippi Flatboat

Iighways of trafjic®. Now Orleans, near the mouth of the
latter stream, was the conter of trade for the West and
South, and the busiest city in the United States.

As Abraham Lincoln guided Mr. Gentry’s broadhorn
down the graat waterway to New Orleans, he saw many
sights that were wholly new and strange to him. There
was much busy life on the river. Boats of every kind
were Hoating down—flatboats, barges®, house boats, tim-
ber rafts'®—nearly all bound for'* the same place. Steam-
boats with loads of freighi'? and pastengers wont paddling
by, sometimes in one direction, sometimesin theother. To
‘the young men whose hves had been passed in the quiet of
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134 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

the backwoods this bustle! and movement must have seemed
very wonderful indeed.

For hundreds of miles along the river there were no
towns. Now and then a lonely clearing might be sean on the
higher ground back from the stream. Now and then they
passed in sight of some hold settler’s cabin half hidden by
the underwoods which lined the banks. On their left, near
where Memphis now stands, they saw the long stretch of
woodland where the Chorokeo Indians still had their hunt-
ingground. Thousandsof wild ducks and other swimming
birds flocked in the crecks and coves?, and now and then
the boatmen caught sight of timid deer running among the
trees or seeking to hide themselves in the thick underwoods.

Lveory day the weather grew a little warmer. Every
day the shores became a little greener. Treesand flowers
of kinds which the young men had never seen began to
appear. IMloating onward, they came, little by little, into
what seemed to be a new world. They passed now and
then a plantation of cotton or of sugar cane?, and saw gangs*
of slaves working in the fields. Alligators® basked® in the
sun, or paddled’ lazily about in the creeks aud inlets®.
Strange birds wheeled® and screamed*® above them., Sprea--
ing trees, with long moss' pendent'? from their branches,
lined some parts of the shore. They passed an old town
called Natchez, where all the people talked French—for
it must be remembered that Louisiana was first settled by
pioneers from France. At last, after many adventurestd
they reached the busy wharves of Now Orleans, and were
at the end of their wwyage't.
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138 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

It would be interesting to follow young Lincoln aboti
the streets of the city and to know what he thought of the
strange sights that were everywhere presented. Here
wore people of all classes and of many nations: mer-
chants, sailors', planters?, slaves; backwoodsmen like him-
self: hunters and freppers® from the far Northwest; and
ship captains from beyond the sea. Here, too, were all
kinks -of merchandise!. ‘['he wharves were lined with
steamboats and ,other river craft. Sailing vessels from
ocean ports were anchored® in the stream. Indeed, it
seemed as if the whole wonderful world had been brought
{ogether in this great market place.

Buat the two young men did not stay long among theso
interesting scenes. They had come to New Orleans on
business and not for pleasure. It took only a few hours
to sell their little cargo® of pork and corn. Then they dis-
pozed” of their flatboat, which had been made to float only
with the stream, and was now good for nothing but fire-
wood®, and, without losing more time than necessary, they
embarked® on an up-river steamboat and were soon voyag-
ing homeward at @ rafe!® which:was then thought to be very
rapid indeed.

When, at last, the young men again set foot in Indiana,
they had’'many wonderful stories to tell of their adven-
tures; and when they paid to Mr. Gentry the money
which :they had gotten for his goods, they were made
happy by his saying that no\man could have managed
the business better. .

;Abraham Lincoln was now:nineteen years old. After
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138 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

having seen so much of the world, he began to tire of the
dull round of life at Pigeon Creok. He had done a great
deal of hard work, for a boy of his age, and yet his father
bad claimed all his carnings. IHe had never had but one
dollar that he could call his own. Was it not time that
he should be doing something for himselft The captain
of an Ohio steamboat offored to hire him as a deck hand'.
The money would bo his own. He would see still more of
the wovld and its busy people. Why not gof

He did not speak to any one at home about this matter;
but went down to the landing where he had worked as
ferry boy to zee a friend whom he trusted.

“William Wood,” said he, “‘what ought Itodof Ought
Lio strike out? for myself, or ought I to stay with my father
and serve him, as I have beon doing, for nothingf’’

“Abraham,” said William Wood, ‘‘you are only nine-
teen years old. Your time until you are twenty-one be-
longs by right to your father. Help your father.”’

And then the young man remembered that these were
the last words of his angel mother: “Help your father.
Live as I have taught you, and love God always.” He
at once put aside all thoughts of leaving home. He made
up his mind that he would manfully® do his duty, and trust
in God for what might follow. He went cheerfully back
to his home, and withont a word took up his accustomed!
work on the farm.

XV. A TRIAL OF NEW FORTUNES

In February, 1830, Abraham Lincoln was twonty.one
years old. He was now his own master and might go
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140 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

whers he chose. But another great change was about
to take place in the life of the family, and he made
up his mind to help his fathor a little longer

All that winter letters had been coming to Thomas
Lincoln. ‘They were written by Abraham’s cousin, John
Hanks, who was living near Decatur in Illinois. They
were full of glowing accounts® of that new country in the
valley of the Sangamon River; they told wonderful stories
of the great prairies and of the wooded bottom lands?®; and
they ended always with words of persuasion®:  ‘“Sell your
Indiana farm and come. Come, while you can have your
choice of government land at only one dollar and twe. Sy-
five cents an acre.”’ At last, a letter more urgent! still was
veceived. Jolhn Hanks had chosen a tract of ‘one hundred
and sixty acres, the best in all that region, and would hold
it for 'Thomas Lincoln if he would bs sure to come in the
spring, More than that, he would have logs cut and hauled
for a cabin, so that the Lincolns might find a new home
ready for them as soon as they came. .

Thomas Lincoln did not need so much persuasion.
Hewas always ready to move. If his more cautious® wife
had been as willing as he to leave their old home for a new,
he would have moved long before. It was now more than
thirteen years since he had settled on Pigeon Creek, and
he was still a poor man. Life in Illinois could not bs
harder than life in Indiana: it might be a great deal
oasier. At any rate®, where land was so rich and so plenti-
ful and cheap, thero would boe a better chance for the
younger people who were just beginning life. ¢

And so at last, the mombers of the Lincoln family
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142 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

agreed to try their fortunes in the new country of “the
Illinois.”” The farm, which was not yet paid for, was
bargained awaeyt, the stock? and crops were €old, and at the
time of Abraham’s twenty-first birthday everybody was
busy getting ready for the long, hard jowrney.

1t was in March when they started.  All the household
goods had been packed into a long, covered wagon drawn
by four goké® of oxen There were eight persons in the
company: Thomas Lincoln and his wife; the two step-
daughters and their husbands, Dennis Ilanks and ‘Levi
Iall; Mrg. Lincoln’s son, John Johnston; and Abraham
Lincoln. Tho sister, Sarah Lincoln, had married Aaron
Girigsby some years bsfore, and was now dead.

Of course it was not possible for everybody to ride—
for the wagon was alveady crowded with the beds and
cooking utensils and farming tools; and so the five men
trudged* along on foot, and sometimes the women also found
it better to walk than to add their weight to the heavy
load. Abraham was the driver®, and through slush® and
mire’, with whip in hand, he strode® by tho side of the slow-
moving team, encouraging the oxen, sometimao3s by a word
and sometimes by a sharp touch of the lash®.

The ground had not yet fully thawed!® after the ainter’s
freezing'l,  The brooks were overtlowing, for the spring
Jreshets'* had set in.  The rivers wers full of floating ice.
The air was damp and chilly. Sometimes the wagon sank
to the Lubs'® in the oozy'* mire, and then all hands had to
lay hold and help the toam lift it out. At night a camp
fire was built in the woods or by the roadside, and while
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144 ABRAHAM LINCOLN
some slept in the \’vugon the others lay ox1 the ground with
their foet toward the blazet. One can hardly think of a
harder or more disagreeable journey. Irom Pigeon Creok
{0 Decatur, the distance is less than two hundred miles;
and yet the family were two whole wegks on the road.
John Hanks gave them a hearty welecome. The logs
for the new cabin had been cut and hauled according to
promise. For six sturdy® men, accustomed to such work,
it was the task of only a few days to roll these logs into
place, and pub a roof over them. And so, long before
the end of Aprll tho Tincolns wore snugly® housad in their
new home neat the north fork of the Sangamon River.
+ At this time Tll"l”\b had been a state for nearly twelve
ybats, for it had come into the Union only two years later
than Indiana. But people had been slow in going there,
and thousands of fortile acres stilllay unclaimed—the prop-
orty iof the United Statos government. The first settlers,
vstmn‘ge to say, had shunned! the prairies and made their
homes in the woods and groves which bordered® the larger
streams. They thought that the treeless plains were, for
somae reason, unsuited for farming, and that for ages to come
they wouldbeused only for the pasturage® of herds and Hocks.
And so, when Abraham Isincoln first went to Illinois,
the state was but thinly settled, nearly all the inhabitants
living in the wooded portions, or near the rivers. Most of
those who occupied the southern and central parts had
come from Kentucky and the neighboring states of the
South. Those who lived farther north were chiefly from
the New ¥ngland states or New York. ~:anong all these
pioneers, life was much as we have already seen it to be
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146 ABRAHAM ILINCOLN

I, Indiana. There wore but fow schools and fewer
churches. "'he peoplo were, as a rule, rude and uncou!l!
in ‘manners?, and yet kind-hearted and obléging®. They
seldom saw any money, and almost all their buying and
selling was by baster!. Tach family had to raise its own
food and, gonerally, to make its own clothing. Toverybody
wag poor; and so the Lincolns, humble though they were,
found themselves no worse off than their neighbors. They
began life in their new home with much hopefulness, and
yet without any graat expectations; for they had long ago
learned to be content with little.

XVI. THE WINTER OF THE DEEP SNOW

Before leaving home to begin life for himself Abraham
Lincoln thought it his duty to see his father well started
on his new farm. TFor many days the grove near the cabin
rang with the sound of his ax and mau®. Ie was cutting
down trees and splitting the logs into sails®. ‘“And how
hoe would chop!”’ said Dennis Hanks, long afterward.
“His ax would flush’ and bite® into a sugar tree or syca-
more, and down it would come. Ifyou heard him felling
trees, you would think there were three men at work, they
came down so fast.”’

With the rails he helped his father build a fence around
ten acres of prairie Iand. Then he yoked® the oxen to a
plow and helped him turn the sed'® and make the field
ready for the corn planting. Tiverything seemed now to
be fairly under way, and the young man began to think of

looking for work somewhere clse.
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148 ABTAHAM LINCOLN

ITe still wore the buckskin trousers that had been made
for him before he was grown, and they weras much too
short for him. Ile had no clothing that was fit to be
worn away from home. 1le had not a dollar with which
to buy what he needed.

A tew miles from his tather’s cabin there lived a woman
whose name was Nancy Miller. She had a flock of sheep,
and a spinning wheel, and a loom'. She wasa very busy

m, woman and wove more jeans® and linsey-wool-

< sey than her own family could use. Abraham

2\ heard that she wanted some rails split with
?‘f(}\ whichto build a fence around a part of her pas-
ture land. 1lere was a chance for

, new clothing. Ile went to see her,
) and a bargain was soon
made. Sheagreed to make
him a pair of trousers “‘of
brown jeans dyed with
2 white walnut bark;” and
2 Pases ho,' in return, engaged to

/\ /" 7 split four hundred rails,
each ten feet in Iength and of coavenient® siz>, for each
yvard of jeans so used—or fourteen hundred rails in all.

And so, what with helping his father and what with
doing odd jobs* for the noighbors, the summer passed and

1831 another “'i'l-’lt()l' Cflnl.D. It was a winter long re-

membered in IHinois—the ““winter of the desp
snow.””  The snow began falling on Christmas day®, and
in o short timo it was three feet deep. Then there came
a d’:’,‘i:zl{nqq‘ains which froze' as fast as it fell; tho air grow
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150 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

very cold; and the whole great expanse' of snow bacame
a thick sheet? of ico. Many of the settlers perished® in
the storm.  To those who lived through it, the days that
followed were full of distress and discomfort. The deer
and other wild animals that had hitherio* been plentiful,
died of starvation®, or venturing too near the homes of
men they were easily caplured® in the treacherous’ snow.

At about the time of the final thawing® of the deep snow,
Abraham Lincoln made the acquaintance of an adventur-
ous young man whose name was Denton Offut. Mr.
Offut was buying produce to send to Now Orleans on a
flatboat, and when he learned that young Lincoln had
already made one trip down the river, he was anxious to
engage him as a helper. As Abraham had nothing else
to do, a bargain was soonn made. Tho crew® consisted of*°
Lincoln, his cousin John Hanks, and his stepbrother'* John
Johnston, while Offut himself wentalong as captain. I8ach
of the young men was to receive fifty cents a day, and if
the venture proved to be a profitable'? one, he wss in the end
to be given a bonus® of twenty dollars.

Of that second voyage down the Mississippi River little
need be said. Iverything seems to have prospered! with
the little company; they reached New Orleans in safety,
and the produce was sold at a good profit. While wait-
g for the steamboat which was to carry them homeward,
the young men had time to sec a good deal of the great
Southern city. ‘T'hey visited the French quarters and also
the section'® that had been settled by the Spanish. They
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152 ABRAHAM LINCOLN
@

spent many hours among the shipping and in the great
markets. They saw negro slaves at work everyvwhere.

One day they attended o slave auetion! where a nunber
of negroes wero offered for sale, like so many cattle or
othor dumd? beasts. 'The sight made @ strong impression®
upon the kind-hearted Lincoln. Mo seco men and women

Thomas Linco'n’s House in Coles County

chained in gangst, whippad, and otherwise cruelly treated®,
touched his tender heart., Joln MHanks long afterward
sad: ‘Tt was on this trip that Lincoln formed his opinion
of slavery®. It wun ifs dvon in ki’ then and there, May,
1831, T have heard bim say so often.””

The young men did not stay long in New Orleans.
They took passage on the first steamboat that was bound
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154 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

up the river, and in a few dayslanded in St. Louis. Here
Abraham Lincoln and his stepbrother took their leave of
Mr. Offut and started homeward across the wild praivie
lands of Illinois. - They walked all the way to Coles
County where Thomas Lincoln was then living. For the
uneceyt man had not been pleased with the Tand which
John ITanks had chosen for him in the valley of the
Sangamon, and so, before a year had passed, had left it
and moved again.
XVII. RUNNING A VILLAGE STORE

Toward the end of thai same summer, Mr Offud seb
up a little store in the town of Now Salem, and sent
for* young Lincoln to como and be his salesnan®. New
Salem was a very small place. It stood near the Sanga-
mon River, about twelve miles below Springficld. If you
should look for it on the maps in your school geography,
vou would not find it; for its life asa town was very brief,
and there is now not a single house to show that it ever
had exdstencel.  In place of streets and dwellings®, one sees
an open field and the sloping river bank overgrown with
weed:® and bushes. In 1831, however, & mill was thero,
and near it was a dusler” of small houses.  People were
moving in and building, and e¢verybody thought il was just
the place for o theining® town. Indeed, being close to the
river where water power could be had, it had more natural
advantages than Springfield which was then in the open
prarie with only @ small stream called Spring Creck
flowing through it. New Salem was thought to be a
vood place tfor a store, and Mr. Offut perhaps never
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156 ABRAHAM LINCOLK

shewed better judgment! than when he placed his business
there in charge of voung Abraham Lincoln,

The store soon beeame a place of much interest to every-
body in the neighborhood, Themen, while waiting fortheir
corn to be ground at the mill, gathered there to talk about
cattle and crops and the weather. ‘I'he women came to buy
needles? and thread and cheap calico’.  They seldom hadany
money, and so they paid for their goods with the butter
and eggs that were not necded for the table! at home.

The tall, ungainly “clerls>”’ who had charge of the store
did not have many of the graces® of a gentleman, as they
are commonly thought to be; for in the backwoods the
ordinary’ forms of pelilencss® were butb little known. But,
awhuard® as ho was, the kindness of his heart was shown
in his pleasant manners to all, and he soon had many
friends. He was so truthi{ul and trustworthy'® that the
rough settlers gave him the wickname!! of *‘ITonest Abe’’
—a title'? which he kept until the end of his tife.

Many stories are told of the way in wiich he distin-
guished'® himself during that year in the liitle town of
Salem. IHe was the peacemalkert* of the neighborhood.
Quaryels'® very often arose among the rule fellows who
were in the habit of gathering at the store; and these
would sometimes have ended in bloodshed® had it not heen
for voung Lincoln’s {riendly interference!”.  Ie was brave
and strong, and everybody respected him beeause he was
always on the side ef pight and justice.  And so he could
stop u fight and maks old enemies forget their anger when
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158 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

no other man would have Lbeen listened to for a moment.
Twiee, at least, ho was forced to defend! himself agains
voung bwllics? who were anxious to try his mettle®. But
when he had punished them as thoy deserved, he at once
made {riends with them and showed them that he bore?
them no ill-will.  1fe had none of the bad habits that were
50 common amony the young men in the new settlemonts.
e did not use fobaces®, or drink strong liquor, or bet cn
cards®, or impose’ upon the weak and helpless, or quarrel
with those who tried to wrong® him. But he was in every
way a manly young man, and withal® so just and true that
both the rude and the gentle respected and loved him.

I have said that there was not much money in the
West at that time. There were households where hardly
so much as a dollar was seen in a whole year. When
anything was bought at the store, it was paid for in some
kind of produce—it might be in corn, or wool, or goo:e
feathers, or butter, ov ezgs, or live fowls, or smeked meatt®,
or any other of the many things that could be spared't from
the farm. The little money that passed from hand to
hand was not much like that which we sce nowadays.
Nearly all the silver pieces were of Spanish ecinage!?.  One
of the most common of these was the Spanish kalf real®?,
which the settlers called a ““fip!?”’ and which was worth
vhout six cents.  Another piece, worth twice as much,
was called a “lewy'®’.

One day a customes!® came into Mr. Offut’s store and
bon"h’o some goods for which h(, pud caslt,  After he
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160 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

had gone home, young Lincoln noticel that a mistake
had been made and that the customer had given him a
fip too much. ® All day long that little silver piece was
in his thoughts; and as soon as he could close the store
in the evening, he started off on a walk of several miles
across the prairie, to restore! the coin to its rightful owner.
At another time when he was jus: closing the store for
the night a woman came in to buy a half pound of tea.
Ile had already blown out the candle, and rather than
relight it, he felt arouud? in the darkness and weighod
the tea without seeing it. The next morning when he
came to the store he saw by the weight which was still
inthe sealed that he had given the woman only half enough.
Ie could not rest until he had weighed out the 10nhunmg
quarter of a pound and carried it to hor.

While workinz for Mr. Offut he did not mneglect* the
studies which he felt would sometime ba of use to him.
He had heard that in order to speak and write correctly,
one should understand the rules of grammar. Ile had
never seen a lext-book® on Iinglish grammrzr, and he asked
the schoolmaster at New Salem if he knew where such a
hook could be obtained®.

““There is a man halfway between hero and Springfield
wlho used to teach school down Tast,”’ was the answer.
“ITe has an old copy of Kirkham’s Grammar, and I am
sure that he would lend it to you.”

“But do you think that I could understand it without
the help of a teacher?’”’

“Tam quite sure that vou can.  With hard study and a

good memfoz/ fmy one can learn all the 1uIns in it.”’
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162 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

“Woll, I think Ihave a good memory, and I guoss I
can study pretty hard,”” said Lincoln; “‘and so I will sce
what I can do.”

That very night he set out to borrow the book, and after
a walk of twelve miles veturned with it under his arm.
Tor several days he kept it close by him, and whenever
thore was a letsure! moment he wasstudyving from its pages.
In a short time he had learned all the rules by heart, but
he found that he still made mistakes in the use of lan-
guage. It wasonly by taking great pains with his speech,
and by trying very hard all the time, that he was at last
able to @void? most of these errors® and to use really good
English hoth in talking and in writing.

Mzr. Offut did not prove to be a successful business man.
He undertook too many ventures, and lost money. Ina
few months the store at Now Salem had to be closed, and
Abraham Tincoln was again looking for employment?.

XVIII. UP IN BLACK HAWK’S COUNTRY

In the valley of the Rock River in northern Illinois
there once lived a #ribe® of Indians called the Sacs. Their
neighbors and Linsfoll® were the Fox Indians; and all had
lived so long in that beautiful region that they had come
to love it just as we, who think ourselves more civilized,
love the land of our birth. But there were white people
who saw that the hunting grounds and cornfields of these
Indians included’ someo of the richest farming lands in the
world.  ““What a pityv,”” they said, “that such fine lands
should remain in the possession of rarages®!’’

The Indians dxd not want to pqxt \\'Lth then‘ lands, but
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164 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

they wero so hard pressed by the white men that they could
not long sesistt.  Finally some of the braves?, while half-
drunk with strong liquor, were persuaded to make a treaty®
with the United States, agreaing to give uptheir old hunting
grounds in exchanget for a veservation® oa the western side
of the Mississippi. Many of the people were unwilling to
leava their homos, and it was not until foree was threatened,
that all were persuaded to remove across the river
One of the leading men among tho Sacs was a brave
warrioy® called Black Flawk. I{e wasthen more than sixty
years old, and he had always been opposed” to selling the
lands. e said that the braves did not know what thoy
were dotng when they made the treaty, and that it was not
right for the whites to take advantage of thom. Ie was
much dissatisfied with thec new home to which his people
<o bad been removed, and his heart was filled with
1652 bitterness® becaus> of tha wrongs they had suf-
fered®.  After remaining quiet for some months, he put
himself at the head'® of a band'! of Sacs and Foxes, and
vecrossed? the Mississippi. When asked what he meant
to do, he answared, ‘“We are going into the Rock River
valley to plant corn in tho fields that are still our own.”
Some of his followers wore hard te control's. They scat-
tered** herz and there, burning farmhous:s and killing
the white people that came in thair way. Theére was a
company of United States teroops!? at Rock Island, but they
were too few to ficht against so-large a foree of savages.
The whole state was clarmed!®, and t' ¢ necernor!” hastenad
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i6e ARRAHAM LINCOIN -

to call for volunteers' 1o holp drive the Indians back to
their own place.

It was only a few days after the closing of Mr. Offut’s
store that tho governor’s call was made public; and Abra-
ham Lincoln, having nothing clse to do, enlisted? at once.
Several other young men in the neighborhood alse volun-
teered, and a company® was formed.

One of the first thinzs to do, after they had come to.
gether, was to elect! oflicors. There were two candidates®
for captain, Abraham Lincoln and an older man whosename
was Kirkpatrick. The word was passed round: “‘Let all
who want Lincoln for captain follow him to the left hand
side of the road; and let all who would rather have Kirk-
patrick stand on the right hand side of the road.”

It was an odd® kind of election; but when all had taken
their stand it was found that there were twice as many
men on Lincoln’s side ason Kirkpatrick’s. 'This was Abra-
ham Lincoln’s first success in public life. Thirty years
later, when he was president of the United States, he was
heard to say that no other victory of his life had ever
brought with it so much satisfaction.

Captain Lincoln and his company marched across the
state toward tho place where the Indians were making
trouble. They were orderad into camp on the banks of
the Mississippi, and there they remained, waiting for a
boat that was to carry them up the river. 'I'he young men
who had thus come together from the groves and prairie
farms were an uncouth set’ of fellows, vorv rough and rude
and hard to control: and Captain Lincoln had enough to do
to keep them in any kind of order. Ho took part in their
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168 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

games, and won their raspect by beinz the hardest hitter!
and with one cxception? the best wrestler in the company.

One day a poor, half-starved Indian came into the camp.
Ho had with him a letter from General Cass, saying that he
was {riendly to the whites and could be trusted.  But he did
not show the letter at first. The sold’ers ran toward him.

“Kill the Indian!’”’ they cried. ‘‘He is a spy?”’

Then the Indian help up his letter; and some one,
snatching* it from him, read it aloud.

“It’'s a forgery®,’’ shouted some of the rude fellows.
“‘General Cass didn’t write it.”’

“Shoot him!”’ cried still others. ¢He is like all the
savages, and who ever heard of one that could be trusted’’

“Yes!” said a burly® Kentuekian.,  ““Thihk of the women
and children the dog has murdered.”

““‘Shoot him we will!”’ answered many rough voicos;
and a dozen muskets” were leveled® toward him.

‘“No, you won’t shoot him!’’ said Captain Linecoln, step-
ping botwoon the Indian and his angry foes. “*He isunder
my protection, and the first man that touches him dies!”’

One by one the weapons® were lowered, and the grum-
bling"® soldiors walked sullenly' away. A man who was
present said long afterward that never in his life had he
seen Lincoln *‘so roused over anything.”’

Days passed, and the boat did not arrive. Finally the
time for which the company had enlisted'® expirved'®. Most
of the men had had enough of soldiering and were glad to
make cxcusest* and hurry home. But the Indians were
btlu on the war path, .md meoln Was 1o sooner fnmstc)cd“"
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170 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

out than he reenlisted! as a privatc? in another comp‘:my.
This new company was known as the “‘Independent Spy
Baitalion of Mounted Rangers®,” and it soon went into
camp on the banks of Rock River not far from where the
city of Dixon, Illinois, now stands. To this eamp came
other soldiers, some of whom, then unknown, were
destined* to become famous in the history of their country.
Among these were Zachary Taylor, a licutenant colonel®
who seventeen years later was to be President of the United
States. - With him was Jefferson Davis, a lieutenant®, who
thirly years later was to be President of the Confederate
States of America’. It is not at all likely that Abraham
Lincoln, the saw-boned® recruil® from the Sangamon, ever
received 50 much as a passing glanse'® from these fine
officers whose birth and station were so much above his
own. DBut among the volunteers he was well known for
his courage and good hwmor't, and he was long afterward
remembered as the best story-teller, and on all accounts
tho best soldier, in the Spy Battalion.

But he was to have no chance to show his bravery on
the ficld of baitle. Before the Spy Battalion had reached
the place where the enemy was supposed to be, and before
Abrabam Lincoln hud szen a single Lostile!? Indian, the
war vas ended.  In July a part of the army had fallen
upon Black Hawk’s camp on the Uuffs'® of the Wisconsin,
and defeated™ his warriors with great sleughter'®.  Thoso
who escaped flad toward the Migsissippi, anxious now
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73 © ABRAHAM LINCOLN

above all things to cross it, and return to their reserva-
tion.  But they were overtaken! at Bad Axe on the eastern
shore of the great river, and in the bloody scene which
followed, neavly all of them wore barbarously slain®.

Black Iawk eseapad with his 1ifs, but was ceptured® a
fow days later. e was taken to Washington, and on the
way was exhilifed? in many of the Northern cities, When
at last the feariess old man stood before President Jackson,
he made a little speech which will never bz forgotten.

“f am a man,”” he said, “‘and you are another. 1 did
1o; expect to conquer® the white people. I took up the
hatel2i® {o anenge injuries’ which could no longer bo borne.
1Tad I borne them longer, my people would have said:
“Black Ilawk is a squaw®, he is too old to be a chief; he
is no Sac.’’ This caused me to raise the war whoep’.
I s1v no mora of it; all is known fo you.”’

Thus endod the last Indian war in that part of our
comtry between the Mississippi and the Alleghanies.
Step by step the red men had disputed the westward
march of elvilization; step by step the white men had
driven them from their hunting grounds and taken posses-
sion of their -linds, And now in all that region thers
remained scarcely a spot which the Indian could truthfully
claim as his own.

The war being over, the volunteer soldiers were of
course discharged. The Independent Spy Battalion avas
mustered!® out by a voung officer of the United States
army, Licutenant Robert Anderson—famons twentynine
VeaTs htw as the commander of IFort Sumter when the
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174 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

first shot was fired in the Civil War, Abraham Lincoln,
with one companion, set out for home, walking most of
the way from the Rock River valley to New Salem.

XIX. ELECTION—BUT NOT OF
ABRAHAM LINCOLN

When Lincoln arrived at the littlo town on the Sanga-
non, everybody was glad to see him and anxious t> shake
hands with him. Intendaysan election wasto be held, and
the people oi the district were to choose a man to represent?
them in the legislature®. Young Lincoln had already
announced® that he would bo a candidate; and now all his
old neighbors joined in usrging*; others to vofe’ for him.

It was the custom for all the candidates to make speechos
at different places in the district, and to explain what they
would do for the people in case they should be elected. The
olection being so close at hand, there was but little time for
Araham Lincoln to prepare for speechmaking® but he
eniered into the contest” with great energy® and spirit.

On the very next day after his return, there was a
public sale of pigs and cattle at a crossroad, twelve miles
from Springfield, and at its closs there was to be a grea’
political meeting. All the farmers and sfocl: saisers® tor
miles around were there, and the talk of the day was
divided between caitle and politics, A platform had been
built for the speakers, and on it was placed a long bench
for the candidates to sit upon. Lawyers were there from
Springfield, «nd ¢masi't® young men from other towns.
The crowd was a rude and boistercust! one; few of the men
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wore coats, and many were barefooted. They were not
likely to look with favor upon a candidate dressed in
broadeloth and fine linen.

Abraham Lincoln was the last to make a speech. He
stood up on the platform, and his appearance at once
gained the respect of the farmers. He was a gawly?,
rough-looking fellow, six feet and four inches tall. Ilc
wora n loose coat made of coarse blue jeans, a pair of
home-made trousers that were at least six inches too
shor:, and cowhid<® boots that had seon much framping®
through the black mud of the prairies. Looking straight
at his audience, he began:—

“Ctentlomen and TFellow-citizens: 1 presume' you all
know who Tam. -Iam humble Abraham Lincoln. Thave
bean solicited® by many friends to become a candidate for
the legislature. My politics are short and sweet. I am
in favor of a hational bank; am in favor of the infernal-
improvement system® and a high protective tariff’. 'These
are my seafiments® and political principles. If elected,
T shall be thankful; if not, it will be all the same.”

Phis was Abraham Lincoln’s first political speech.
During the week which followed he spoke at Springfield
and perhaps at other places, but there is no «sccord® of
what he said. Tho distriet was a vory large one, and as i§
was impossible for him to see every voter, he sent out a
handbillt® to tell the people what they might expect from
him if he should be eleected.  In this handbill he said:—

“I am young, and unknown to many of you. I was
born and have ever romained in the most humble walks'*
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178 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

of life. 1 have no wealthy or powerful +elations! or friends
to recommend?® me. My case is thrown evelusive’y® upon
the independent voters of the county; and, if elected, they
will have conferred! a favor upon me for which I shall be
unremitiing® in my labors to compensale®. But if the good
people in their wisdom shall see fit to keep me in the
background, I have been too familiar’ with disappoint-
ments® to be very much chagrined®.”’

Flection day came, and every man in New Salem,
whether Demociatt® or Whig't, voted for Abraham Lincoln.
But when the ballos'? i1 Springfield and the remote town-
ships'® wera counted, it was found that he had been defeated.
Since this was the first time that his name had been put
before the people, he had not hoped for much, and so he
was not ‘‘very much chagrined.”” Indeed, he was only
twenty-three yoars old, and what need had he {o feel
discouraged?

During the next few months he was busy in many ways.
He thought of becoming a blacksmith, and was casting
about for a place to set up his shop, when he was per-
suaded to buy the half of a little store in New Salem. Te
had not a dollar with which to pay for it, but his honesty
was so well known that his notes'* were believel to bs as
good as money. This venture was, however, an unlucky
one. His pariner's proved to be a worthless fellow, who
mismanaged*® the business and spent everything for liquor.
In a very short time the store was closed, and Lincoln was
left responsible!” for the notes which he had given. It was
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180 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

six years bofore this debt was entirely settled, and within
that timo he had many a hard struggle'; but in the end
every cent was paid.

XX, “LAW, SIR, LAW!”’

Lver since he had attended that famous trial in Indiana,
Abraham Tincoln had cherished® an ambition to becomo a
lawyer. Whether he was poling a flatboat down

1833 the Mississippi, or splitting rails in the woods, or
selling pins and calico to the farmers’ wives, or leading his
little company of Illinois
vo.unteers, he had al-
ways this thing in mind.
About the time he was
trying to be a storokeep-
er he happened to visit
Springfield, and there
ha bought a second-hand
copy® of Blackstone’s
“Commentariest.”” This
work, as you may know,
has been for more than
a century® the standard
A authority® o Enlish com-
mon law, and it is one of the first books that a young law
student is expected to master’.  The copy which Lincoln
bought was old and worn, but it was complete, and he
carried it home as he would a precious treasure. Every
moment that he could snatch from other duties was now
giv.n to the study of this volume, and within a fow weeks
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182 ABRAHAM LINCOLM

he had mastered all that was in it. But the knowledge
thus gained only made him eogei* for more. If he only had
the necessary books, how much he might learn!  If he only
had money, how soon would the books bo fortheoming?!

He was thinking of this one day when he romemnbered
that, in the soldiers’ camp on Rock River, he had met and
become acquainted with a young lawyer whose name was
Jolm T Stuart. This Mr. Stuart lived in Springfield, and
was said to have a very good library®. Perhaps hs would
lond a volume now and then. No sooner had this thought
come into Lincoln’s mind than he put on his hat and started
to walk to Springiield to seo his friend.

Mr. Stuart was very kind. ¢‘Certainly,’’ hesaid. ‘“You
are welcome not only to-a volume, but to every volume in
my library;’’ and then he gave some very sensible advice!
about the best books to be read and the order in which they
should be studied. When young Lincoln began his long
walk homeward that evening ho held an open book in his
hand; and before he had reached New Salem he had mas-
tered thirty or forty pages of it. .

Aftor the failure® of the store he supported himself by
doing any odd jobs that he could find. Sometimes he
shouldered his ax and went out to the woods to chop down
trees for fucl®; sometimeos he helped a busy neighbor gather
his crops; but there was never a leisuse’ moment when he
was not studying. One day Farmer Godby hired him
to do some work in a distant field. Going out in the
afternoon to seo how matters were progressing, the farmer
wag surprised to find the young man sitting on a stump
w1th a book in his hand.
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184 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

“IHello, Abe!’’ he cried; ‘‘what are you resdingf’’
“Tamnotreading,’”’ answered Lincoln, “‘Iam studying.”
“Well, well!l then tell me what you are studying.”
“Law, sir, law!”® was the reply.

The farmer was so much astonished that he had not
words to express himself; and he was still more astonished
when he saw that his hired man had wasted no time over
the book, but had already done a full day’s work.

Everywhere he went, Lincoln was pretty sure to carry ¢
book with him. While walking along the road he would
often ba so deep in study that his best friends might pass
him without being noticed. On hot summer days it was
common to see him lying in the shade of a tree and poring!
over some dry freatise? on law. People said that he was
going erazy® over hooks.

But soon he began to make use of his knowledge. 'T'ho
neighbors, having great confidence* in his wisdom, came to
him for legal® advice. They sought his help in drawing® up
deeds’ and mortgages® and other wedtten contracts?; and now
and then he was given the management of some case at
law that was being tried before a justice of the peace.

XXI, IN THE POSTAL SERVICE

Aboit this time young Lincoln was appeinied!® jost-
master'! at New Salem.  Once a week a postman, riding on
horseback, with a pair of saddlcbags!? beneath him, brought
tho mail'® to the town. It was not a large mail—perhaps a
dozen letters and three or four newspapers. Postmastor
Lincoln was always ready to receive it when it came. It
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186 ABRATTAN LINCOLN

was not worth while to rent a room for a postoftice; but he
put the letters in his hat and kept them there until called
Joi*; or, if he had the time to do so, heswould kindly carry
them to the people for whom they were intended.

Of course there was nos much selary® allached® to a posi-
=3 office that was car-
fried in one’s hat.
There wero no post-
age stamps® at that
={ time, and there were
1 1o cnvelopes®.  When
any one wished to
madl! a letter, it was
brought to the post-
master, who kept it
until the mail earrier
made his next week-
iy visit. Sometimes
the sender paid the
postage, and then
the postmaster would
write, in big, plain

i characters® onthe face
Eincoln the Tostmaster of it, tho word Paid®.
But the sates of postage were very high, and it gonerally
happened that the sender did not pay any part of it, but
loft the whole to be eollecfed!! from tho person to whom
it was addressed?®. It was, therefore, not always a pleasant
thing to receive a leiter. The postmaster collected the
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188 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

money that was due! for postage and kept it until an
agent® from the genciral postoffice® called for it.

My, Lincoln was the last postmaster that New Salom
ever had. People were already moving away from the
village and finding better homes in the more promisingt
settlements above and below. The amount of mail sent
out and received became less with each passing month,
and in a little over two years the office was discontinued®.
At this time the young postmaster had on hand about
seventeen dollars which had been paid to him for postage.
TFFor some reason the ageﬁt failed to come after this
money, and several yvears passed before it was called for.
In the meanwhile Mr. Lincoln had removed to Springfield;
he was in debt, and so poor that he was often in need of
the common comforts of life. At last one day, when he
least oxpected if, the agent of the government called
at his little law oftice and presented the long-neglected®
wceount’,

“Sit down and wait a minute,”’ said Mr. Lincoln; and
leaving the office, he strode® rapidly down the street. Had
he gone out to borrow® the money of some of his friendsf

In a few moments he returned with an old blue stock-
ing in his hand.

“Iere is the money,” he said. ‘‘It has been waiting
for you a long time;’’ and he poured!'® from the stocking a
great number of copper cents and little pieces of silver,
such as the couniry people had used in paying postage.
“I believe % is all here,” he said. And when the agent
counted it, he found it to be exactly the sum that was dua.
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190 ABRAHAM LINCOLX

Notwithstanding his great poverty! and his frequent need,
Mr. Lincoln had not touched a cent of the money that he
was holding in trust for the goverment. ‘I never use
any man’s money but my own,”’ hoe said.

XXJII. FOLLOWING. THE SURVEYOR’S
CHAIN

Abraham Lincoln was now nearly twenty-five years of
age. Never for a day had he given up the idea of becom-
ing a lawyer; and every spare moment was spent in
study. But he must have food to eat, and a place to
sleop; and to earn money to pay for these, he still had to
work hard with his hands. One day when he was split-
ting rails in the woods, word came to him that Mr. Cal-
houn, the county surveyor, was at his boarding place* and
wished to see him. He shouldered his ax and maul, and
with long strides’ made his way back to the village, won-
dering what the surveyor could want with him.

‘‘Abe, do you know anything about surveying?’’ asked
Mr. Calhoun.

Young Lincoln was obliged to confesst that although he
had once read a book on that subject, he did not know
much about it. Then Mr. Calhoun told him that he was
overcrowded® with work and must have help. If ILincoln
would take the little book which he had, and study it
until he had mastered the principal rules, he would make
" him assistant surveyor® and pay him good wages’. Iineoln
looked at the book and thought that he had mastered
many things more difficult.

“I will do my best,”” ha said; rmd when I am ready I
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192 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

will report to you.”

The schoolmaster, Menton Graliam, offered to help
him with the knotty problems'; and after six wecks of
hard study, Lincoln was ready for the work of a sur-

Tincoln the Surveyor

veyor. With the money which he had saved he bought
a horse and a pair of saddlebags, a compass® and chain?,
and other things needful in his business. The county
was a large one, and there was much to bz done, first
in this part, then in that. A new village called Petersburg
had been laid out two.miles below New Salem, and
Lincoln was sent’ down to survey and mark off* the lois®
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194 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

and streets. The boundary linest of many farms were
to be determined and the corner stones® set in. place.
New roads were to be marked out, and old ones were to be
improved. And in work of this kind the young surveyor
found plenty to do.

This business brought him into confact® with all kinds of
people, and he made many acquaintances in evory part
of the county. Although it took him away from his law
studies for a while, it was the best possible preparation for
the careert that was now beginning to open before himn.

Every onz who knew him soon became his fast® friend;
for to the scttlers on the prairio he seemed to have all
the virtues® and accomplishments’ that were desirable® in
any man. He not only knew much about books, but he
understood eooderaft® better than any hunter or back-
woodsman in that region. Ie was a good judge of horses,
and as the umpirc'® of a horse race he had no equal.
Iis strength was a thing to be wondered at even in that
country of strong men. [t was said that at the mill in
New Salem he once lifted a box of stones weighing moro
than a thousand pounds; and in wrestling, leaping, and
other feafs'* of strongth in which the people of a newly
settled region delight, he was the edmiration'? of all.

Although during the greater part of his life he had
been in constant'® contact with rudeness and vulgarity't, yot
his manners were free from coarseness'®, and his language
from uncleanness'® and profenity'’. * Any other person thus
standing aloof'® from the bad habits so common to the
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196 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

)

backwoods would have been treated with scorn! and abuse?,
as ono trying to appear better than his fellows. But with
Lincoln the matter was quite otherwise. Ile never did
anything in a boastful® way, and neither in manner nor in
word did he eclaim for himsolf superiority? over others.
Yet tho uncultured® people with whom he was cast know
that he was their superior®, and while thay themsolves did
not practice virtue, they were proud and pleased to see it
practiced by him.

XXIII. ENTERING POLITICS IN EARNEST

While busy surveying farms and making new acquaint.
ances, Abraham Lincoln still kept thinking of the future.
Hardly a day passed that he did not do something

]833. to increase his knowledge and improve his mind.
IHe was almost the only man in New Salem who was a
regular subscreber? to a mewspaper; and among all his
acquaintances thers was no one who knew as much about
politics as he.

The name of Henry Clay had always a strange charm?
for him. We have seen how, when a mere child in the
wretched half-faced camp at Pigeon Crezk, he read the
story of the poor ‘‘mill boy of the Slaghes.”” 1le had then
and there adopted® Henry Clay as his ideal of pluck!?® and
perseverance't.  When he grew up to manhood, he choss
the same person as his political leader'®. At New Salem he
was the constant reader of Henry Clay’s newspipa, the
Louisville Jousnal®.

It was a great pleasurve to him on Saturday aftzrnoons
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198 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

to sit on an empty goods box in front of the village store
and read the news to a group of listening farmers; and
then he would explain the editorials’ in the Journal, and
cause great mirth® by quoting® the beight', witty® sayings
which were then a prominent feature® of that able paper’.
Ho took much paind to
keey alreast® of the
public questions of the
day, and he was the
oracle® 10 whom all his
neighbors went for in-
formation*®.  “If wvou
want to Iearn anything
about politics,”” they
would say, “‘goand ask
Abe Lincoln. He’ll tell
vou all that’s worth
knowing.”’ |
' What were some of
the things that he
talked about and ex-
plained to his litfle Saturday audience’* at the village
store Let us see.

There were then, as there are now, two great political
parties; and nearly every man in the country ‘‘belonged’”’
to one or the other of these parties. They wers known as
the Democratic partyt? and the Whig party*®. The Demo-
cratic party had been in existence many vears; people said
that it was founded (although under & slightly different
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200 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

name) by the great Thomas Jefferson. 'The Whig party,
on the other hand, was very new; indeed, it had just bsen
formed, and the foremost! man inits ranks was Henry Clay.

The leador of the Democratic party at that time was
Andrew Jackson, the President of the United States. Ho
had already served one term as President, and was now
near the middle of his second term. In order to under-
stand the great questions of the time, young Lincoln some-
times found it necessary to se¢fer? to some of the events of
Jackson’s first term. In order to understand the influences®
which shaped the political life of Abraham Lincoln, it will
be well for us to follow a similar course.

At Jackson’s first election—which took place in 1898——
there were no Whigs, but those who opposed* him called
themselves National Republicans. 'The leaders of the Na-
tional Republicans wera Henry Clay and Daniel Webster.
Their candidate for the presidency® was John Quinecy Adams.

The chief question between the parties at that time, as at
saveral times since, was the {ariff® or faz” on goods brought
into this country from foreign lands. Did a high tariff
promote® national prosperity®, or did it not? Tho answer to
this question was given quite differently by different per-
sons: it depended upon the place in which one lived and
the business in which he was employed; it was dictated by
personal interest'® rathor than by palriotismit.

In the North-—particularly in the New England states
—a great many people were ongaged in manufacturing'?;
and they believed that a high tariff would prevent!® many
foreign goods from being brought to our country, and thus
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202 ABRAMAM LIKCOLN

make a better market and more general demand for
American goods. The result of this would be more work
and better wages for the workingmen.

But in the South there were no menufactoriest and
but few mills of any kind. Nearly all the labor was done
by slaves and the chief products were sugar, cotton, and
tobacco. The people of that section believed that a high
protective tariff would be an injury to them; it would
increase the price of such goods as they did not make, but
were obliged to buy; it would make no better market for
the things they had to sell.

Just before the election of Jackson, Congress® had passed
an act® increasing the tariff on woolen manufactures, iron
goods, and many other articlos. 'The act was intended
most of all to benefit! the woolen industry in the North;
and it was favored by great numbers of people who thought
that it would also benefit the country at large. In the
South, and especially in South Carolina, the feeling against
it was very bitter. \When Andrew Jackson bzeame Presi-
dent, it was supposed that his influence would cause the
law to be sepealed®; but its friends were numerous and
powerful, an'l it 101m11ned in force.

Toward the end of Jackson’s first term the dissalisfac-
{ion® hecame greater.  T'he people of South Carolina met
in convention’ and adopted what has since been
known as the Nullification Ordinance®. 'L'nis was 1832 -
a resolution? asserting that the tariff act was null'® and void!!
in South Carolina, and declaring that if the United States
lYOVernm(,nt attempled*? to en 709'00“ it tl*me, the state would
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204 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

seeede! from the Union.

It was believed that tho President, who was a Southern
man and opposed to a high tariff, would quistly permit® the
South Caroliniang to have their own way. People were
surprised, therefore, when on the 10th of December he
1esued® a proclamation® against the nullifiers®.

““The Constitution® of the United States,”” he said, *‘forms
agevemmaﬁt, nota league’.  Our Cons... tion doesnot con-

- tain the adsurdity® of giv-
| ing power to make laws,
and another power to resist
them. To say that any
state may at pleasure se-
cede from the Union is to
say that the United States
are not a nation.”’

Throughout the North,
this action of President
Jackson was heartily ap-
proved® even by many who
were not Democrats and
had voted against him.

Jotm €. Calkoun But the South Carolinians
held their ground. John C. Calhoun, the Vice President!®
of the United States, was a South Carolinian and the leader
of the nullifiers. He at once resigned™ his position'? in
order that he might do greater service to his state.

Troublesome times seemed to be at hand. Congress
passed a law insfructing'® the President to fores the state of
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200 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

South Carolina to oboy tho Iaws of the United States. If he
should attempt to do this, eivil was! would cortainly follow.

But at this perilous® moment Henry Clay of Kentucky
camo forward with a comoromdse bill2. IHenry Clay was
noted for doing such things. More than once, whon see-
tonal' feeling had threatened® to destroy the very life of
our nation, he had found n way to please both parlies and
rostore Lirmony® and peace. ‘‘Come, my friends,”’ he
would say, “we cannot all have what we want. But we
can meet on middle ground, and each one, by giving
up only a little to the other, may &ain mora than can
possibly be gotten by strifd”.”’  And it was by such friend-
ly services as this that the Union was preserved® through
more than one ¢risis®, and Clay hecame known in history
as tho Great Pacificator!®.

The compromise which he suggested'* at this time pro-
vided that'? South Carolina should give up her nullification
seheme'® and stay peacecbly'* in the Union, while on the
other hand, the odious'® tariff should be reduced'® little by
little for ten years, or until every section of the country
ghould be satisfied with it.

This was a simple and easy way of settling an ugly
dispute, and everybody was glad to agree to it. South
Carolina showed her loyalty'” by obeying a law which she
thought harmful'® to the interests of her people. 'The
friends of high tariff showed their loyalty by bending to
the wishes of their fellow-citizens whoso circuinstances
wore not the same as their own. '
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208 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

We shall find, however, that it was many wvears bafore
the South Carolinians were ready to give up the idea that
their state might withdrew' from the Union whenever sho
chose to do so. -In the earlier history of our country,
loyalty to one’s state was held to be more praiscworthy?®
than loyalty tothe Union. 'This was true in the North as
well as in the South, and it gave rise to the doctrine® of
States’ Rights', which rogarded the United States as a
leagie and not as a nation. “The state first, the United
States second’’—that was the original idea® of patriotism,
and it was the idea whieh John C. Calhoun and his fol-
lowers believed to bz the true one. DBut it was not the
doctrine of Andrew Jackson; it was not the doctrine of
Honry Clay.

Wo may imagine Abraham Lincoln discussing® these
matters with his farmer friends at New Salem, and sup-
porting his arguments? by reading exiracts® from the Louis-
ville Journal. They were important issues at that time,
and every voter in the country had his opinion about them.

Andrew Jackson—¢0O1d Hickory”’ as his friends liked
to eall him—was a great favorite® in the West; and in
Hlinois most of the people were Democrats. His second
election (in 1832) was a famous victory. The National
Republiean party, with Henry Clay as its candidate, had
made a strong fight against him; but it was beaten so badly
that its leaders found it necessary to disband!® in order
that & new party might be formed under another name.

Two years later, thervefore, the Whig party was ergan-
ized?. It was intended to attract to its ranks all who, for
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210 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

any reason, disliked the policy of President Jackson. It
included not only those who had formerly called them-
selves National Republicans, but also the nullifiers and
states’-rights men of the South, and many dissatisfied
Democrats. The leaders of this new party were Henry
Clay of Kentucky, Danicl Webster of Massachusetts, and
John (€. Calhoun of South Carolina. These three men
were the political giants® of that time; and they are to be
remembered as probably the ablest statesmen® that our
country has ever known. On-many important questions
they held the most widely differing opinions; and it was
only in their opposition® to the high-handed measurest of
Andrew Jackson that they were ever really in agresment.

It was with this new party, as represented by his
political ideal, Henry Clay, that Abraham Lincoln, at
the age of twenty-five, allied® himself.
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212 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

BOOK THE SECOND—PROBATION

I. A MEMBER OF THE LEGISLATURI?

N 1834 there was another state election in Illinois, and
Abraham Lincoln again announced himself as a eandi-
date for the legislature.

At that time it was not customary for parties to hold
political conventions, as they do now, to make up the
ticket which is to be voted for at the coming election.
If & man wanted an office, he infermed?® the public that
he was a candidate, and he declared that if he should bz
elected he would support or oppose certain measures.
This plan made it possible for a great many candidates
to present themselves for the samo office, and the votas
were sometimes very scatfering®.  But the convention sys-
tom was beginning to be adopted in some states. It not
only avoided the inconveniende of too many candidates,
but it-drew a more distine® line between the parties. It
was favored especially by the Jackson Democrats; but
the Whigs—and among them Abraham Lincoln—were
slow to approve of it.

Mr. Lincoln had made so many acquaintances within
the past year that there was now little need for him to tell
the people who he was or what were his principles®.
Almost every man who knew him was eager to vote for
him; and he was elected by a large majority’..

He was only twenty-five years old—a homely®, awk-
ward fellow who knew. little of the ways of the world;
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214 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

but by reason of his true worth and his untiring persever-
ance', he had at this ecarly age reached one of tho most
honorable positions in his state. He had now come to the
first dividing line in his life: the years that were past had
been his peried? of preparation; the vears that were to
come would be periods of probation and ackicvement®.

The capital of Illinois at that time was Vandalia, a
small town sixty or seventy miles southeast of Springfield.
When the time came for Mr. Lineoln to start to the legis-
lature, he found himself without money; and his thread-
bore* coat and ill-fitting® trousers were not such as a low-
maker® might wear with eredit’. But his friends were
ready and eager to help him; and so, one day carly in
winter, fecling very strange in a brand new® suit of jeans,
he set out for the capital.

He did not distinguish himself at that session? of the
legislature. He made no speeches, he proposed'® no new
Inws. But he was a listener and learner, and was ready
with his vote in favor of whatever measure he thought
would be best for the people of tho state. He became
acquainted with men of culture and intelligence''; he
learned some of the ways of se¢fined!® cociety; and he
impressed everybody with the fact that he was a quiet and
sensible young man who was determined to make the best
of everything that came in his way.

The session was a short one, and in a fow woeeks M
Lincoln was back among his old {riends at Now Salem.

Between studving law and swrveying farms and roads,
the summer months seemed very short to M. Lincoln.
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916 ABRAHAM 1LINCOLM

and another autumn passed uwnmarked! by any uwnusual?
happening. At the begimming of winter, he was again

among the lawmakers at Vandalia.

*
* ¥

It was at this sccond session of the legislature that
M. Lincoln first met the man who was to be for many
years his most powerful political #iwel’. That man was
Stephen A. Douglas, a voung lawyer from Morgan
County, who had lately been appointed cireuit attorncy*.

M. Douglas was at that time only twenty-two years old.
Like Lincoln, he was poor; but he had had opportunities
of a kind which Mr. Lincoln had never known.

Douglas was born at Brandon, Vermont, and when a
mere babe had lost his father. IHis mother, who was
a woman of culture, did all that she could to give him a
good edueation. She taught him at home. When he was
older she sent him to a small country school through the
winter months; but during the rest of the year he had to
work on the farm. i 7

IHe soon learned all that the district schoolmaster could
teach him, and was anxious to know more; but his mother
was too poor to sond him to college®. At the age of fiftcen
he learned cabinct-making®, and by the practice of this
trade he earned money cnough to pay his tuifion” at an
academy® for nearly a year.

Soon after this young Douglas’s mother married again,
and when he was seventeen, he went to live with her near
Canandaigua, New York, whither she had removed with
her husband. There Douglas taught a short term of
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218 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

school, after which he attended an academy a few weeks,
and then began the study of Inw., Having learned some
of the first princ ples of his profession', he made up his
mind to seek his forfune in the West.

Late in the antumn of 1833, he arrived at the village of
Winchester, in 11linois, with no money in his pockets save
three silver “levies” {374 cents), and no friend to whom
he could apply for help.  Like Ab.. ham Line-In, howevor,
lie was not the man to
be ast down by {rifles®
He hraced himself man-
fully, and went right
forward. Within three
days he had made him-
self so woll known fo
the people of Win-
chester that they chose
him to teach their wvil-
lage school

At the end of the vear
he went to Jacksonville;
and in the very month
that he was twenty-one,
he was feensed® to prace

Stephen A, ﬁf}igs‘;’lés tice Iuw in the courts of
Iinois. Two wecks therealter he made a public specch
in defense of President Jackson which so wrought wpon?
his hearers that he at once became the most populasr® man
in that part of the country.

That speech won for bim the office of cireunit attorney.
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220 ABRAHAM LINCOLN
II. BETWEEN VANDALIA AND NEW
SALEM

TLe second session of the legislature of 1835—1836 was
but little longer than the first, for it ended about the
middle of January. Mr. Lincoln made but little prog-
ress toward winning distinction. Nevertheless he deliv-
cred! one or two short speeches which were listened to with
cttention; and he talked so well on matters of public
interest that everybody admired his sound judgment? and
tho courage with which he defended his convictions®.

With the ending of the session thq term for which he
was clected expired. Ie returned to New Salem and
announced himself as a candidate for reélection.

This was the year also- for the presidential election,
when some one must be cliosen to succeed Andrew Jackson,
whose second term would expirve on the 4th of the following
March. The eempaignt in Sangamon County was carried
on with much vigor®, and Mr. Lincoln distinguished him-
seif as o strong opponent® of the Jackson demoeracy.

“I go,”” he said, ““for all sharing the privileges’ of the
government who assist in bearing its burdens. Conse-
quently, I go for admitting all whites to the vight of suf-
Jrage® who pay taxes or bear avms (by no means excluding
females). . . . Whether clected or not, I go for distribu-
ting the proceeds’ of the sales of the public lands to the
several states, to enable!® our state, in common with others,
to dig canals'' and construet railroads without borrowing
money and paying dnferesi!? on it.”

It is weil to rexmmber that there were at that time no
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222 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

railroads in Illinois. The state was yet in its infancy!.
The great prairies were for the most part still unoccupied?;
and in the northern section of the state there wer2 wide
strotches of unclaimed® lands, broken only here and there
by straggling', feeble sottlements. But immigrants® from
the older states were coming in rapidly, and great changes
were beginning to be made. It was just the time for an
energetic® young man to step to the front and make his
influence folt; and in Illinois there were two such men,
Lincoln and Douglas.

Abraham Lincoln spent more than half of the summer
in traveling from-one part of his district to another and
making speeches—*‘stumping it,”’ as people in the West
would say. Sometimes he walked from town to town;
sometimes he rode astride’” of a farm horse which he
described as being ‘‘plainly marked with harness®’’ and
as ‘“‘having lost some of its shoes®.”

His speeches wore so interesting and convineing, and
they were delivered with such force and ease!®, that he soon
became known as one of the foremost orators of the state.

III. RAG BARONS! w«s'2, SONS OF TOIIM

It was a favorite plea'* of the Democrats that theirs was
the party of the common people—that it was the party of
the sons of toil, the plain farmer and the humble laborer;
and they sidiculed® the Whigs as being the party of the
kid-gloved gentry*®—of the rich speculator!” and the bloated
aristocrat*®,  All this had much weight among the hard-
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2% ABRAHAM LINCOLN
handed pioneors of the West; and it gained many votes
for Andrew Jackson and his friends.

Among the Democratic speakers in Sangamon County
there was a certain Lusy®, bustling?® little dandy® known as
Colonel* Dick Taylor. When in town he took great pride
in appearing well dressed. Tlis clothing was of the most
fashionable cur’. e wore kid gloves and patent® leather
boots?, anl delighted in a gaudy display® of diamond® shirt
studst® and a gold wateh chain with costly seals't and
cha:ms*®. But when he went into the country to address
the plain farmers and warn!® them against the Whigs, he
cunningly'* put on a long linen “‘duster'®”’ to conceal'® all
this fincryt” of which he was so fand.  ITe could then make
his hearaers believe that he too was a humble workingman,
carning his bread by the sweat of his brow'®, and there-
fore in hearty sympathy with the ‘“‘common people.”

On a cortain day Colonel Taylor and My, Lincoln were
to speak at the same political meeting. A great many
farmers were there, eager to hear the questions of the day
discussed!®. A few of them were Whigs; but most wére
Democrats, and ““Old IHickory” was their idol20.

Mr. Lincoln was dressed in a suit of coarse jeans; his
coat was too large, his trousers were too short, his blue
“‘hickory’’ shirt had neither collas® nor duﬁ‘s”, his cowhide
boots wore strangers to polish. Colonel T'aylor, with his
linen duster buttoned closely around him, also appeared
to ba a vely plain man indeed.
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226 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

The colonol spoke first. He began by praising the wis-
dom of President Jackson. Then he spoke briefly of the
tariff and of the internal improvements and of the great
things which the Democratic party had done for the state
of Illinois. As he cnlarged! upon this, he informed the lis-
tening farmers that the Democrats—of whom he was one
of the humblest—were the very ‘‘bone and sinew? of the
Lind;” that they were tho laborers, the producers; that
they were the plain people, the ‘‘hard-handed® sons of toil,”’
the despisers of luxury; and, further, that they were the sole
promoterst of national prosperity. On the other hand, ho
described the Whigs as the “‘silk-stockinged gontry,”’ the
bloated aristoerats with ““lily-white hands®’’ unused to labor,
the ‘‘rag barons’ who fare sumptuously® at the expense
of the poor. He saw that his words were having an effect
upon his hearers. He waxed! very cloquent®, and in his
wild enthusiasm® made the most violent gestures'®, pacing'!
the platform and sawing the air with his arms.

At tho very climaa!'? of his speech a sudden movement
loosed the buttons from his worn duster. A gust'® of wind
blew the long tails'* apart and exposed to view the faultless
altire'® of the elegant'® dandy—his rufiled shirt'’ front, his
diamond studs, and his gold watch chain with sparlling
pendants'®.  Taylor was so taken aback that he paused!'®
in his harengue?®, and before he could say another word,
Lincoln avose and stepped forward. DPointing to the finely
dressed co'onel, he cried out: *“Behold? the hard-handed
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228 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

son of toill T.ook, my friends, at this specimen! of bone
and sinew.”” Then, standing where all could see him, he
laid his great Jony? hands upon his own broast and said:
“But here is vour rag baron with the lily-white hands!
Here, at your service, is one of your silk-stockinged gentry!
Yes, I suppose that I am even a bloated aristoerat!’’

He needed to say no more. The crowd burst into shouts
of laughter and applause’. He had won the day.

The colonel, in great confusion?, retired from the plat-
form; and'it was many a day before he heard the last of

the ‘‘rag barons’ and the ‘“‘hard-handed sons of toil.”

*
* *

The Democratic candidate for the presidency that year
was Martin Van Buren, who had been Vics President dur-
ing Jackson’s second term. MHis supporters were assured
of his fitness for the office by his declaration that he would
““follow in the footsteps of his predecessor®.”” The Whigs
very foolishly divided their votes among four candidates,
and of course were badly beaten. The election again
placed the power in the hands of the Democrats, and it
was ssttled that ‘‘Old Hickory’s’ policy would control® the
goverament for at least four years longer.

In some of the state and local’ elections, however, the
Democrats suffered groat losses, and this encouraged the
Whigs to persevere in their opposition.

Sangamon County, Illinois, was entitled® to send nine
delegates® to the state legislature—two senators'® and seven
o presentativest’.  When the clection came off, it was found
that the nine chosen were all Whigs; and of these, M.
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430 ABRAHAM LINCULA®

Lincoln received a higher numbér of votes than any other

candidate. A very odd thing about this delegation was

that each man was mora than six feet in height. Theyr

were nicknamed the ““Tong Nine;”’ and Lincoln, becauso

he was the tallest of all, was called the “Sangamon Chief.”
IV. AN ATTORNEY AT LLAW

When winter came and the legislature met again at Van-
dalia, Mr. Lincoln was in hisold seat.. Ile was looked upon
now as one of the leaders among the Whigs, and

.. = . 1836
there were few more active members in the lower
house of lawmakers. Lf all the laws which he advocated!
had been passed, the state would soon have been ba'/‘zlor-u,pt’.

The people of his county had said, ‘“Vote for a general
system of public improvements,”” and he took them at their
word. He voted for railvoads where there could be neither
freight nor passengers, and for public highways where
there was no one to travel them; and he suggested the
digging of a ship canal between Lake Michigan® and the
© . Mississippi along the same route that is now traversed* by
the great Drainage Canal of Chicago. MHis object in sup-
porting these measures was to increase and develop the
trade of the state, and thus bring capital’ into it and temp?
cnterprising” men to Lecome its citizens.

It had been provided by law that the legislature should,
at the proper time, select some parmanent place for the
seat of governmeni—a place as convenient as might be to
all of the inhabitants of the state. This duty devolved®
upon the legislature of 1837—1838. Vandalia was but o
little vﬂlage, not easy of access", and far from the center
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232 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

of the state. Tverybody knew that it could not remain
the capital. “The Long Nine of Sangamon proposed that
Springfield should ha the favored place. They chose Mr.
Lincoln to manage the project' in the legislature; and such
was his influence with the other members that the
measure was carried.

The paople of Sangamon County were delighted with
what had been done. Many other towns had aspired? to
become the capital; and but for My, Lincoln’s energy and
good management, Springfield would hardly have won the
prize. When thz Long Nine returned home at the close
of the legislature, the citizens of Springfield gave them a
public welcome and entertained® them at a banquett.

Among the foasts® given at this banquet was one in
honor of Abraham Lincoln: ‘' He has fulfilled the expecta-
tions of his friends, and disappointed® the hopes of his
enemies.”’ This was no doubt pleasing to him, but it was
not just what he wanted at that time. It did not answer
a question that was causing him great uneasiness.

That question was, What should he do nexti?

He was now twenty-eight yoars old. He had not yet
begun, except in a very small way, the practice of the pro-
fession for which he had been so long trying to prepare
himself. ITe wasin debt. He was discouraged, and folt
that he had not yet made any real start in life. Should
he return to the dead village of New Salem, and again
earn his support by surveying farms and doing odd jobs
for his neighbors?

William Butler, one of the citizens who had been most
anxious to have the capital removed to Springfield, noticed

LAt ORE SR L BN 5 HAD 6 (N
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b44 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

the youug man’s dejection’.

“Lincoln,” he said, “‘now that the legislature has ad-
Jjourned? what are you going to do for a living?”’

“I really don’t know,’”’ was the answer. “‘If I could
afford it, I sheuld like to make my home in Springfield
and begin the practice of law.”

“And why not afford it?’’ said Mr. Butler. ““You
shall ecome to my house, and make your home with me as
long as you please.”

That was indeed a generous offes® on the part of Mr. Butler.
Abraham Lincoln knew that it was sinceret, and he accepted
it, feeling more grateful than words could express.

In the same year, therefore, that Springfield was chosen
as the permanent capital of the state, it was honored by
becoming the home of the man that was finally to be its
most ¢llustrious® citizen.

During the next three or four years, Mr. Lincoln took
his meals at the house of Mr. Butler; but he lodged in a
very plain little room which he shared with a young

Kentucky merchant named Joshua Speed.

*
* *

Springfield was at that time a mere village of straggling
wooden houses, most of which were only one story® in
height. The streets were wastes” of black dust in dry
weather, and sloughs® of blacker mud in wet weather.
There were no sidewalks®, and the only crossings were
those made by throwing blocks of wood into the yoadway.

In the big county of Sangamon, from which several
other eounties have sines been carved!®, there were about
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236 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

eighteen thousand people; and of these, not one tenth
were residents of the new state capital. Many of the
people had come from Kentucky, and among the better
class much attention was paid to social matters' and to dress?
and (as Lincoln himself quaintly said) there was “‘a good
deal of flourishing® about in carriages®.”’

The rude customs of. pioneer days, however, had not
entirely disappearded. It was still not uncommon to see
men on the street clad i buckskin breeches and shirts of
linseywoolsey®, with deerskin moccasins® on their feel and
carrying hunting
knives in their
belts. The women
on the farms dress-
ed very simply in
2! homespun frocks’;

== they wore cali-
] co sunbonnets to
church; and they
thought nothing of
going barefooted
during the warm
seasons of the year.
: . Throughout the

- - FES couutry there was
Law Cffice of Stuart & Lincoln, upstairs . . g

a lingering® pre-
judice’ against the finery of the “‘city folks,”” and many
an honest farmer thought that he saw in the growing
luxury of the times the causes that would in time bring
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238 ABRAHWAM LINCOLN

dire' disasier? to the state and nation.

It is very possible that the rough clothing which Mr,
Linecoln wore, his toil-hasrdened® hands, and his simple
country manners, had much to do with? his early popu’arity
in Sangamon County. But it was his sterling® goad sense,
his inbosr® kindness of heart, and his native qualities as
a leader that won for him the esteem” of the intelligent®
people of Illinois.

He had scarcely become settled in Springfield bafore
Major John T\ Stuart, the lawyer who had lent him books
and helped him in his studies, asked hiwa to hecome his
partner®.  And so, in a eramped'® and dusty little office
overlooking the main street of the village, he established!!
himself as the junior member'? of the firm!'? of

i
|

STUART & LINCOLN
Attorneys-at-Law

i

V. HOW LINCOIL.N RODE THE CIRCUIT

Mr. Stuart was at that time very deeply engaged in
politics, for it was the ambition of his life to be elected to
Congress. Ie had been a candidate at the lash
election, and had been defeated. He was now 1837
laying Iis wives't for the next clection, and did not take
much interest in the practice of law. It followed, thera-
fore, that most of tho business of the firm was done by
Abraham Lincoln.
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240 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

But there was not a great deal to be done, and so there
was plenty of time for study-—which was just what M,
Lincoln needed. There were also many occasions for dis-
cussing the political questions of the day, and much leisure
for tho telling of deoll' stories and the enfertainment?® of
idlo friends. To all these duties and opportunities, Lin«
coln applied himself with the same honest energy that had
made him a good rail splitter and a successful surveyor.

It must not be thought that he had retired from the log-
islature. e was reélected in 1838 and again in 1840,
thus serving ecight years in that body. But the sessions
each year were short, and Mr. Lincoln managed to attend
them without neglecting his work as an attorney.

Sometimos this work sequired® his attendance at court* in
another county; and it often beecame necessary to follow
the judge to soveral places in his judicial district’, This
was called “riding the circuit,”’ and in these carly times
it was a regular part of every lawyer’s business.

The courthouses® were rude affairs, often built of logs
and almost as comfortless as barns’. But whenever court
was in session at any one of them, the poople flocked to
it from all the country round; and the courtroom was
crowded with interested listeners. Thus it was, that even
the most 4lliterate® farmers came to have a fair knowledee
of the foundation principles of law. The county courts
were, in onc sense of the word, schools whero good
citizenship was taught.

For twenty-one years Mr. Lincoln, in his capacity of
attornsy®, attended these courts; and within that time he
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242 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

had the management of many important cases. He wasg
by no means a learned lawyer. IHow could he be,
having had no teachers and none of the usual opportuni-
tiest But he was well liked by his fellow-lawyers'; he
wag respected by the judges on the bench; and he knew
very well how to win the sympathies of juries?2. In that
new country the cases that came before the courts were,
for the most part, of a very simple charactor; they re-
quired no fine scholarship® to discover all their points.
There were no wast!, intricate® problems to bs solved, such
as now require legal falent® of the highest order. And Mr.
Lincoln was seldom on the wrong side of a cas:. His
conscience’ would not permit him to support a cause which
he believed to be unjust, or to defend a person whom he
knew to bo guilty®.

Those were great times for the lawyers in that Western
country. While following the judge on his circunit, thev
were often obliged to go long distances in all sorts of
weather. Sometimes they rode on horseback, with saddle-
bags dangling® on either side. Sometimes, when fees!® had
not bean plentiful, they trudged on foot along grassy by-
paths'! or through the black mud of the prairie roads.
Usually, when going from county seat to county seat, sev-
eral lawyers would travel in company. No matter how
Dbitterly thoy might oppose one another in the courts, they
were always kind, jovial'? companions on the road.

There were no bridges over the prairie streams, and
these, although dry in summer, were often foaming
torrents in the spring. The only way to cross them at such
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244 V ABRAHAM LINCOLN

times, was by finding the shallowest places and fording®
The lawyers of Sangamon County when ‘‘riding the
circuit,”” often found their way impeded® by one of thess
streams. Then Abraham Lincoln, having the longest
legs, was sent forward to find how deep the water was.
He would take off his boots, roll up his trousers, and
wade* boldly in, looking for a good fording place. When
lie had found it, he would kindly help the rest of the
parly across—showing them where to step, and some-
times giving the smaller ones a generous lift with his
strong arms.

One summer day several lawyers were returning to
Springfield from a neighboring county seat, where they
had been attending court. They were riding on horse-
back, along a narrow wagon way that was bordered on
oither side by a growth of underwoods, such as kawthorn®
bushes and wild plum® trees. When nearly through the
thickat, they came to a brook, where they stoppad to let
their horses drink. Then it was noticed that one of their
number was missing.

“Whers is Linecoln?”’ they asked.

The man who had been riding with him said that he
had stopped at some distance back in order to pick up
some young birds that the wind had blown from their
nost. No doubt he was hunting” the nest, to put them into
it again.

They rode on slowly, and by and by Lincoln overtook
them.

“Well, Abe, did you find that bird’s nest?"’
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248 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

to get at: I could not have slept to-night if I had left
those poor creatures on the ground and not restored them
to their mother.”

Think .of his great, sturdy frame, and then of his gentle-
ness of heart—of his fendeiness for all things weak and
helpless. It was this very tenderness and sympathy that
made him the noble man that he was. It was his gontle-
ness that afterward endewred®* him to multitudes® of his
Sfellow-beings.

VI. A STIRRING® CAMPAIGN

The years passed swiftly now, and the time soon came
for another presidential election. The Democrats, as a
matter of course, renominated® Martin Van Buren.

The Whigs nominatcd’ William Henry Harrison 1840
of Ohio for President, and John Tyler of Virginia for
Vice President.

The Democrats declared themselves opposed to any
system that would favor the industries of one section of
the country at the expense of another section; and they
asserted that Congress had no power to interfercé® with the
practice of slaveholding® in any of the states. The Whigs
made no declaration of principles. They aimed only at’
the overthrow!® of the Democratic party and the defeat of
Martin Van Buren.

The campaign was the most remarkable!* that had ovor
been known. Somobody had ridiculed General arrison
by saying that he lived in a log cabin and that all he
wanted was a small pension!® from the government and a
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248 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

barrel of hard cider. The Whigs made the most of this.
They built small log cabins and hauled them around the
country to give point to the fact that Iarrison was a man
of the people. At the door of each of these cabins was
a barrel of cider, with a long-handled drinking gourd?
above it, and everybody was welcome to help himself to a

The Log-cabin Campaign—A “Stump Speaking”

Graught of the sparkling liquor. There were flag raisings
and barbecues®, ‘stump speakings’’ and noisy rallies® with
Lrass bands® and cannon® and blustering speeches. Songs
were composed’ and sung, telling about Harrison’s humble
life and simple habits. Never before had 2ll classes of
people entered so heartily into the business of «hoosing a
President. The “log-cabin canipaign,’” as it was called,

. —
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250 ABRAMA] LINCOLYN

was long remembered as a time of infense cxcitementt,
espeeially in the West,

All summer long Abraham Linesln was busy making
speeches for the Whig party, for General Harrison, and
for himself—for he was again a candidate for the legisla-
ture. General Harrison had once defeated tho Indians in
a fierce® battle near Tippecanoce in Indiana. He was there-
fore often called ‘‘Old Tippecanoe,’” and the rallying® cry
of his party was “Tippecanos and Tyler, too!’’

Tlection day came, and Harrison was chosen President
by a vory large.majority. "I'he Whigs were almost every-
where wictorious’. Abraham Lincoln was elected to the
legislature for the fourth time. Jacksonian democracy

became: for the time being, a thing of the past.*

*
* *

The contest® between the two great parties had been so
full of interest that many people did not even hear of a
third party which came into notice for the first time during
the ecampaign of 1840. It was a party which boldly took
up as an dssue® the very question which the other parties
were anxious to say mnothing about—the question of
slavery’. Both Whigs and Democrats claimed that any
discussion of that subject was unwisc and should be avoided.

*On the 4th of March, 1841, I'resident Harrison was inaugarated, and the
‘Whigs lonked forward to at least four years of supremacy in the government
of the United $tates.  But their hopes were soon dashed to the ground.  Just
one month after his inavguration the President died.  The' Viee President,
John Tyler, who succeeded him, was o Southern Whig—a follower of John
C. Cathoun—who had but little sympathy with the majority of the parts.
He was soon in open disagrcement with the men who had clected him.  The
Whig lealers deserted him; and before a year had passed he found himself
obliged o lean upon the Democrats for support.
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262 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Thore were a few ddtermined perzons, however, who be-
lieved that slavery was net only a great moral evilt but that
it was also a constant menace? to the free instituiions® of our
country. Ilated as fanatics® both in the North and in the
South, these people grew stronger in numbers and at length
determingd to erganize® themselves into a political party.
They called their organization® the Liberty parby—although
others called them by the despised name of Abolitionists’—
and they nominated?® James G.
Birney as their candidate for
President. Of course Mr. Bir-
ney did not carry a single
state nor get a single olectoral
vote—noboby expectedit. But
his mere nomination hastened
the day when the question of
slavery would become the fore-
most of all political issues.

We know whatyoung Lincoln

Lit col’s Office Chair thought of slavery when at the
auction in New Orleans he saw men and women sold to the
lighest bidder®.  Butb he was not an Abolitionist: he was op-
posed to any interferenco with slavery, for lio believed that
that would make matters worseinstend of better. Thousands
of the mot carnest fricads of the nearo believed the same.
Slavery, in thsiv opinion, was an incurable®® evil; and they
said, ‘“Since it must be endured, let usendures it patiently.”

And now, t» understand cloarly the great work that lay
before Mr. Lincoln—all andreamed of as yet—Ilet us take
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254 ABRAHAM LINCOLYN

a more careful view of this subject. While Abraham Lin-
coln isentertaining elients! in his dingy? office, or riding the
circuit with his brotherattorneys, or making stumnpspeeches
in support of his chosen party, lot us leave him awhile and
learn something of the history of the so-called institution
of slavery. Let us find out, if we can, how it happened
that human bondage® existed so long in a nation which, to
use Mr. Lincoln’s words, ‘“‘was conceived in liberty, and
dedicated* to the proposition that all men are created equal.”
VII. MASTER AND SLAVE

The earliest people of whom we have any account kept
slaves. All the great nations that we read about inaneient
history were slaveholding nations. Even at the present
time in barbarous and half-civilized countries there are
many slaves. It wasnot until within the memory® of men
now living that the majority of enlightened® people began to
think of human bondage as unwise and unjust.

Our forefathers’ for many generations® regarded negroes
and Indians as inferior® beings having no rights, and thore-
fore fit only to serve those who had the mastery ovar thom.

The first negro slaves in this country were brought to
Virginia by a Dutch'® sailing vessel in 1619. There wer
only twenty of them. Thoy were black savages, but
lately from Africa—half-naked" brutish'?, repulsive'®.  The
planters on the James River were not eager to buy them—
they doubted if such follows would be profiiable'*, but the
Duteh traders offored them cheap—threatened to throw
them overboard if not bought—and they were taken.
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256 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

From this 3:::;11 beginning, negro slavery gradually
spread into all the colonies! in the North as well as in the
South. Tt was only .in Georgia that human bondage was
forbidden by law. ¢‘This colony,”’ said its founder, “‘is
ostablished for the benefit? of {freo white laboring men.
TFree labor can never prosper® where there are slaves.”
But the ecarly sottlers in that colony believed it would he
much pleasanter to have negroes do their work than do it
themselves. They openly defied! tho law and wentinto the
business of slave trading and slaveholding as though it
had never been forbidden.  Within less than twonty yoars
the law was sepealed®.

While but few of the American colonists saw any harm
in slavery, there were many who thought that no more
negroes should be brought from Africa. In Virginia an
effort was made to stop the bringing in of mora slaves;
but many Iinglishmen were growing rich through th»
trade in negroes, and the king and parliament® declarcl
that the colonists should not meddle’ in the matter.

In most of the Northern colonies slavery provel to ba
unprofitablo. Little by little the people ceased to care for
an institution which was plainly a hindrance® to general
prosperity.  And yet it was not until after the beginning
of the Revolutionary War that any steps werce takei to do
away with negro hondage. k

Soon after our country had gained its independence
from Great Britain, however, the Northern states began to
make an end of the unprofitable and troublesome institu-
tion. New Hampshire led the way. It was followed by
Pennsylvania, Masg;achusetts, New Jersas.  Soon in all
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258 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

the states north of Delaware the negroes had been given
their freedom. This was not becauso the people had come
to look upon slavery as a great wrong, but because it was
harmful to tho interests of tho large class of white persons
who were obliged to work for their living.

In the South things were different. In the tobaceo
fields and in the regions where rice and indigs' were culti-
vated®, slavery was profitable. In the siifling climats®
among the lowlands of the Carolinas, the savage blacks
worked and flourished where white laborers would have
perished. In Virginia and Maryland there were large
plantationst that could not exist without the Iabor of slaves,
In these states slavery seemed to be a necessity.

And yet there were many men in the South who saw
the dangers into which the country was surely being led.
Washington, Jefferson, Madison, Patrick Ilenrv—great
Virginians all—were slaveholders, and yet they would
gladly have scen slavery abolished®. Jefferson wrote and
spoke against it.

% * " *

Very soon after the states had become independent of
Great Britain, it became necessary for Congross to make
Inws for the new wild- torritory between the Ohio River
and the Great Lakes. IFfrom this region, then a wilder.
ness of woods and prairies, the states of Ohio, Indiana,
Ilinois, Michigan, and Wisconsin have since been formed.

But its great sesourees® were thon unknown. ‘I'homas
Jefferson and some other far-sighted statesmen believed
that when it was opened for settlement, people would floek
thithe md great commonuea’ﬂzs" would be iormod oqm

lﬁmu 2 i@c J':\‘fﬁl&»l Ao *-‘?1@.' 5-5511' G, A’t&" 4-}“1”



% = e 259

I SR RS AR AN A0, TR 1S
AT R A0 A0 A A BT AR 0 R4,
(ETEE, AR AR T (R AR T e 0 N L,
ﬁﬂﬂ%ﬁ@m¢¢§%@mmwm%w@wmw&m%
T CARENREAR R 1 AR T AN SR T 0k B lg
M S B A D AR AR T 6y, 5358 S MBI
A SR
-ii'ﬁ?ﬁ-ziH‘:iﬁ%‘ﬁﬂﬁ/\%ﬁ]@%-—-}i—‘ﬁﬂi@ﬁﬁéo?ﬁ[&@,
BEfhSES 25, IRV ER — ARk G RIS, A
AR A AR A SR TR A 3 B OB SR I

't

1E SRR AT ST 5 B TS TE M I
ARSI D B ISR 0 105 2 e 058 TR TR SR N, A5 bk
TN, MM PG S , BRI, % DRI

WAL,
W O IEATEUE I B A, IR0 5 O L A i
SR B SN E DY MR RO 5, AT B0 I

THBE ) IR RO STAL A S L TR BT



260 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

in importaﬁce to any on the Atlantic coast. Should these
new states be slave statest

‘Congress answered this question. In an ordinance' for
the government of the territory it declared that slavery
should be forever excluded from that portion of our coun.
try. Men from the South unite:d with men from the Novth
in drafting? and passing this law—a law tha’ was to have
far greater 4nfluence® upon the history of the nation than
any one could then foresee.

South of the Ohio another course was taken, Kentucky
was sol off from Virginia, and slaves were held thero with-
out question or dispute. North Carolina gave un her
claims to Tennessee with the express agreement® that
slavery therein should not be forbidden or meddled with.
Alabama, Mississippi, Louisiana—all wore settlod by
slaveholders, who of eourse carried their slaves with them
to their new homes. ‘

Thus, from the very first, the Ohio River formel the
dividing line between frecedom and slavery in the West.

The people of the South had always been accustomed to
slavery. Some saw its dangersand tried to avoid them by
dealing® wisely and kindly with the negroas, hoping to
postone” the evil day as long as possible.  But the greiter
number accopted things as they found them, and did not
trouble themselves with the question at all.

When the cofton gin® was invented, and the culnvation
of cotton became the chief industry of the South, there
was a general demand for more slaves. Many ships,
owned in large part by Norther trades, were engagaed in
brinziag black savages from Africa to bo sold 4o the
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262 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Southern planters. In 1808 this trade was forbidden by
law; but the call for laborers in the great cotton fields in-
creased. W.th each passing year the South became more
and more dependent upon the labor of slaves; with each
passing yvear the intferests of the slaveholders became
greater and greater, and the condition of the blacks in
bondage became more and more hopeless.

Thus the South grew rich through the labor of its
slaves; and tho North looked on approvingly* and also
grew rich. And everything might have gone on Peace-
ably enough had it not been for the growing jealousy be.
tween the two sections.

* * *

At the time when our present government began there
were seven Northern states and six Southern states. Thus
the power of the two sections was quite evenly divided
in Congress. I'rom that time it was the policy of our
statesmen to prevent eithor sect’on from becoming much
stronger than the other. To do this there came to be a
sort of stlent underslanding® that whenever new states were
admitted to the Union, a slave states should be talanced®
against a free state. At first, Vermont, a freo state, was
offect! by Kentucky, a slave state. Then the admission of
Tennesseo was followed by that of Ohio; Louisiana pee-
ceded® Indiana; and Mississippi was pairved with Illinois.

The first trouble occurscd® when Missouri applied for
admission into the Union. There wore at that time no
states west of the Mississippl. The greater part 1890
of the vast region drainsd? by the Missouri River .
was unsettled and unknown. Should slavery be permitted
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264 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

in Missouri and the other states afterward to be formed
there? >

‘There were men in the North who wished Congress to
restrict' slavery to the castern side of the Mississippi.
There were others who c¢laimed? that Congress had no voiec®
in the matter, and that the people of Missouri must decide
tho question for themselves. But Maine was about to be
admitted as a fres state, and the South demanded that
the noxt state must belong to the side of slavery.

The dispute in Congress became very bitter, and there
were opan threats, even in New England, of breaking up
the Union. At last, howaver, through the efforts of Henvry
Clay, a corapromise was agreed upon. Maine was to bo
adinitted as a free state, and Missouri as « slave state; and
slavery should not be permitted in any other part of the
country west of the Mississippi excapt in such statss and
territories as might be formed south of the parallel* of
latitude® known as 36° 30'.

The adoption of this compromise was really a greal
victory for the South. It not only brought another slave
state into the Union, but it settled® all disputes as to whether
slavery might not be carried west of the Mississippi and
also whether Congress might not determine the question of
its -extension”. In the North, even thoss who did not be-
lievo in slavery were quite well satisfied; for this compro-
mise scemed to assure freedom fo much the larger part of
the great West from wliich: future states might be formed.

Thus the dispute was ended, to the gratification® of hoth
parties. The slavery question disappsared {rom politics,
and both Democrats-and Whigs carefully shunned all
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[}

discussion of it. The slaveholding power controlled the go-
vernment. IFor many years every offictal', {rom the Presi-
dent down to the humblest villag postmaster, was pledged®
tothe support of that power. The churches were deminated?
by it. The ncewspapers dared not oppose it. Tven the
schools felt its influence, and no text-book could bs used
that contained selections* condemming® human bondage.

*
* *

In December, 1833, a few men from tea different states
met in Philadelphia and organized the American Anti-
slavery Society’. The members of this society were united
in the determination to do away with an institution which
they believed was wrong and a menace to the best interests
of the country. Only a few of the most unreasoning” were
in favor of any kind of violence® All urged® the use of
moral influences. They made specches, they wrote books,
they published pamphletst®—all for the purpose of keeping
the question before the people. Prominent among their
leaders were Wendell Phillips, Williain Lloyd Garrison,
and John G. Whiitier.

The doings of this societv alarmed the slavelolders of
the South. They said that the antislavery people told
falsehoods™ and made it appear that slavery was a much
greater evil than it really was. They believed that it was
the purpose of the society to persuade the slaves to rise
against their masters and win their freedom by bloodshed
and war.

The members of the society were called Abolitionists.
U\cv were bated by the people of the South and perse-
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268 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

cuted! by the friends of slavery in the North. . They were
maobbed? even in Boston, ‘‘the eradle® of American liberty."’
The halls i1 which they weroe adwertised* to speak were
buraed.  The presses on which their pamphlets were print-
ed were destroyed.  Their books, papers, and lettera were
not pormitted to be carried in the United States mails.

But the sociely went on with its work. New members
wore added to it every year; and every year the slavery
quoestion became more serious®. Finally, as we have seen,
a political party—the Liberty Party—was formed for
the purpose of -agitating® that question.

Nevortheless, by far the greater number of thoughtful
men in every community held back and remained quiet.
Thoy suid: ““This agitation will only make matters worse.
Since slavery is with us, let us make the best of it. All
this talk about doing away with it only, stirs up ill feeling.
[ is both foolish and harmful.”

This was what Abraham Lincoln thought. \When the
matter was brought up for discussion in the logislature at
Vandalia, a resolution was passed denouncing’ the ““Aboli-
tionists’” in the severest terms. Mr. Lincoln and one
other of the Long Nine took pains to put their opinions
in writing. They said that they believed ‘‘the institution
of slavery to be founded on both injustice and bad poliey,
but that the premulgation® of abolition doctrines® tended
rather to increase than abate'® its evils,”

Sueli was Lincoln’s first public ufterance'’ on the greal
subjaci which was fast becoming uppermost in the minds
of all thoug! tful A-nericans.
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ABRAHAM LINCGLN

VIII. LOVE AND POVERTY!

For several years Mr. Lincoln’s life in Springfield was
very much like that of any other successful Western
lawyer. He attended quietly to the business of his office,
“‘rode the circuit’’ now and then, took an active part in

The Globe Tavern

politics, and did but very little that distinguished him
from the common plodder? in his profession.

At the age of thirty-three he was married to Miss Mary
Todd, a young lady from Kentucky who was

. . e e 5 1842

staying with friends in Springfield. For some
time after their marriage Mr. and Mrs, Lincoln lived in
a little old-fashioned?® hotel* called the Globe Tavern®,” pay-
ing four do!lars a week for room and board. Two or
three years later Mr. Lincoln built a small but comfort-
able frame kouse®, an 1 this was their home during the rest
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272 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

of their life in Springfield.

From th> humblest of conditions Mr. Lincoln had raised
himself to an honorable place among his fellow-men. 11
had won moderate' success as a lawyer; he was known aj
an able politician; and yot he was what the world calls
a poor man. But Mrs. Lincoln said, ““I would rather
have a good man, with bright prospects? for success and
power and fame, than marry one with all the horses and
houses and gold in the world.”

IX. IN RELATION TO TEXAS

Anothor presidential campaign was approaching®, and a
question of the utmost importance was to be decided. It
was this: “Shall Texas be annexed* to the United States?'’
The Democrats said, ‘‘Yes;”’ the Whigs said, ““No;’* tho
result of the election would be the answer of the country
at large.

Texas, as a part of Mexico®, had belonged to Spain. In
1822 Mexico had fread horself from Spanish® control and he-
come an independent nation. Texas was then a Mexican?
territory, wild, uncultivated®, and for the most part uneaplos-
ed®. It contained one old Spanish village—San Antonio
de Bexar—and perhapstwo or three other feeblo cottloments.

Tl:e Moxicans did not seem to think it worth colonizing'®
Dut so fertile a region could not long remain hidden {rom
American eyes. Moses Austin, a Connecticut Yanles!!,
was one of the first to call attention to it. Tie belicvad
that the neglected territory east of the Rio Grande would
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some time become the seat of wealth and power. He was
so sure of it that he secured from the:Mexican govern-
ment a grant' of large tracts of land? in the valley of the
Colorado. Before he could do more, however, he died,
and his son Stephen took up the enferprise®.

“Stephen Austin founded several colonies of Americans
on the lands which his father had secured. Other Ameri-
cans came and settled at different places in the tervitory.
Southern slaveholders came with their negroes. Cotton
plantations were started. Cornfields and orchard.* were
planted. TFrom the very beginning it was the feeling
of the pioneers that they were founding, not a Mexican
province, but an American state.

In 1886, under the leadership® of Sam Houston of T'en-
nessee, the Texans sebelled® against Mexico. They set upa
government of their own; and they showed themselves to
be so earnest and able, that both Iingland and the United
States recognized’. 'Texas as an indepsndent republic,

The Texans, however, did not wish to remain independ-
ent. They wanted their country to become a part of the
United States. But President Van Buren was a cautious
man, and not in favor of adding more territory to our do-
main®.  “This conntry,’’ said the thoughtful statesmen of
the time, “‘is already larze enough. She is much better
off without Texas than with her.”’

And so the question of annexation was put off from
year to pear. 'The slaveholders of the South Lccame
more and more anxious to bring Texas into the Union:
for they would gain therelgy® not only a great cotton state
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276 ABRAHAM LIXCOLN

with slavery in it, but two senators and at least one repre-
sentative in Congress. It would offsat some of the gaing
which the North had lately made. At length rumorst were
set afloat? that the English were planning to get possession
of 'Texas and make it a partof the British Empire. This
aroused the war spivit of the West, and the cry was heard
on every hand, ““We must have Texas at any cost!”’

X. NATIONAL POLITICS IN 1844

It was well understool, therefore, that the election of
1844 would settle the whole question. The Democrats
nominated for the presidency James K. Polk of Tonnessee.
The Whigs nominated Henry Clay of Kontueky. Polk
was o man without any seputation® save* that ho was in
favor of annexing T'exas, no matter what might follow.
Clay had been known for half a lifetim:® as one of tho
wisast of American statemen; but now, very unwisely,
he failed to speak out boldly either one way or the
other. , ’

No man worked harder during that campaign than did
Abraham Lincoln. TFor was not his political idoi® the
candidate of his party? He was named as one of the
presidential electorsin Illinois. He traveled over the state,
making speeches in behalf of’ his favorite statesman and
against Texan annexation. He visited his boyhood home
a‘ Pigcon Creck in Indiana, and spoke bafore many of his
old neighbors, who remembeared how, in his youth, ho,
hararsgued® them from stumps and wood piles.

Inthe :neanwhiie., Stephen A. Douglas was also making
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278 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

spaeches in the >.linois counties and doing all that he
could t3 insure* his own election to Congress and the elec-
tion of Mr. Polk to the presidency. In some places
speeches wero made by both Lincoln and Douglas; and
it was hard to say which won the most applause or was
considered the mora cloquent and persuasive.

The result of the election might have been foressen, but
it was most unexpected to the friends of Henry (lay; to
Abzaham Lincoln it seemed a bitter personal dicappoint-
ment>.  James K. Polk was elected by a large majority.

The people had spoken their minds about Texas. Con-
gress was free to act; and without waiting for Mr. Polk to
tako his seat, a resolution was passed providing fo) annex-
ation. One of the last acts of President Tyler was {o sign®
that resolution. Before the end of another year, Texas
was admitted to the U.aion as a slave state.

X1. CONTENTION* WITH MEXICO

The United States claimed that the western boundary
of Texas was the Rio Grande. Mexico contended that
it was the Nueces River, several miles farther east.
The country between the two rivers was for the most
part wild and bagren®. It had no inhabitants®; and it was
thought to be so poor and worthless that nobady wculd
ever wish to live there.  But still it was worth fighting for,
said President Polk. .

General Zachary Taylor was in Texas with a part of the
United States army. A small body of Mexicans were
encamped’ in the disputed territory on this side of the Rio
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Grande. It wﬁ; expected that General Taylor would move
forward and drive the infruders! out.  But he knew that by
so doing he would hasten the beginning of war; and he
Lesitated®  He was too good a soldier to wish for war; and
he did all that he could to kesp peace with his Mexican
neighbors,

Nevertheless, President Polk, in his office at Washing-
ton, had alveady determined upon war. Ilfe commanderl
General Taylor to march across the disputed territory and
take possession of the cast bank of the Rio Grande.
General Taylor had no choice but to oboy. A large force
of Mexicans crossed the Rie Grande to drivo him back.
A Dbattle was fought on the field of Palo Alto. The
Moxicans were defeated, and with great loss fled back into
their own country.

The war had actually® begun.  General Taylor went into
it now with a determination and rude energy which won
for him the nickname of “Rough and Ready.”” He saw
that it was the quickest way to bring the conflict! to an
end. e followed the Mexicans across the river and
fought them on their own ground. Battle after battle fol-
lowed, but vitory was always with the Americans.

There were many men, both in the North and in the
South, who believed that the war was unjust—that Presi-
dent Polk had forced it upon Mexico, and that its object
was the eonguest® of territory from our weaker neighbor.
The Whigs as a party had voled against it- But now that
it was actually going on, all joined in supporting it. To
aid the soldiers in the field®, to vote supplies for the army,
to pray for the v1ct01y of Amerlcan arms, were acts of
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282 ABRAHAM LI\COLL

patriotisni; and the Whigs were just as patriotic as the
Domocrats.

It is no part of our purpose to try to follow the war
through its long succossion of bloody battles and American
triumphst. 1t ended, as had been foreseen, in the lumili-
ation® and defeat of Mexico. The ownership® of the land
between the Rio Grande and the Nueces was forevor
settled. Much more, the vast region now comprising* Now
Mexico, Utah, Arizona, Nevada, California, and a part of
Colorado was transferred® to the United States.

The war had been brought about chiefly by the politi-
cians of the South in their efforts to strengthen the slave
- power. They hopad now to secure the extension of slavery
into all the new territories that had been acquired by it.
Mexico, when obliged to give these territories up, had
asked our government to promise that no slaves should be
keld within their limits. But the United States minister®,
who acted as the government’s agent’, refused. *‘If these
territories were covered with gold a foot thick,”’ he said,
“and if they were then offered to us upon the single con-
dition that slavery should be excluded therefrom, I would
rot entortain the idea.”’

XTII. ONE TERM IN CONGRESS

While the American armies were marching to victory
in Mexico, the time was drawing near for the election of
a new Congress, Of the several Congressional districts
in Illinois there was only one in which the Whigs had

anything like a majority. That one was the

1846 Spmwﬁel(l district, and Abraham meoln was
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284 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

nominated there as the Whig candidate. The Democrats
nominated Petar Cavtwright, a pioneer Methodist* preacher
who had bzer well known in the district since its earliest
settlement.

Mr. Lincoln was still & poor man. o pay his expenses
while he was making speeches throughout the country his
Whig friends gave him a purse® of $200. The election
came off in August, and he was successful, having the
largest majority ever given to a Whig candidate in that

“district. A fow days afterward his friends were surprised
to receive a lettor from him in which was inclosed $199.95.
In the letter he said: “I have ridden my own horse. My
friends have entertained me at night. My only outlay®
has been seventy-five cents, for some cidei* which I bought

for some farm hands®.’’

*
*®

) *
When Mr. Lincoln took his seat in Congress, he found

thore many men whose names are now famous in tho
history of our country.

There was John Quincy Adams, eighty yearsofage, and
vory near to tho close of his life, who had served the nation
as its sixth President and had sinece bsan in Conzress the
most distinguishe | champion® of the antislavery cause.

There was the scholarly and accomplished? Robert C.
Winthrop, tho Speaker of the Iouse3, who early recog-
nized in Mr. Lincoln a shiewdn ss® and sagacity'® possassed
by few other men of the time.

There was Andrew Johnson, once an unlettered tuiloy!t
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and destined to become the seventeenth President of the
United Statss.

There was Alexander H. Stephens of Georgia, the
anlellectualt giant of the South, who in later years would
become, against his better judgment, a leader of the foos
of the Union, and the Vice President of the Confederate
states.

There in the Senate? for the first time, was Mr. Lincoln’s
fellow-citizen and lifelong® rival*, Stophen A. Douglas,
soon to bz famous as the ‘‘Little Giant’’ of the democ-
racy, and one of the foremost men in the nation.

There, too, approaching the end of his carcer, was
Daniel Webster of Massachusetts, the man of supremd®
antellect®, the greatest of American orators, the grandest
of American statesmen.

There, of about the same age as Webster, was John C.
Calhoun, stanchest’ of patriots as he understood patriot-
ism, a lover of the Union, but loving South Carolina
bettor, the defender of nullification®, the first among the
champions of the South.

Thore was John A. Dix, antislavery candidate for gov-
ernor of Now York, who, thirteen years later as Secrelary of
the Treasury® under a Domocratic President, was to immor-
talize'® himself in a telegraphict* dispatch*?: *‘If any one
attompts to haul douwn'® the American flag, shoot him on
the spot.”

There, on the eve'* of completing his thirty vears in
Congress, was Thomas H. Benton of Missouri, duelist!®,
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388 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

" gtatseman, vigorous' advocate® of the Mexican War, and
stern opposer of the foes of the Union.

There was John P. Ilale of New Hampshire, elected
to Congress as a Democrat, and yet one of the most fear-
less enemies of slavery and of the annexation of Mexican
territory.

And there, fresh from the battlofields of Mexico, was Jef-
ferson Davis, soldier, cotton plantsr, and rising politician,
a man hitherto but little known, yet destined soon to be
the great standard learer® of the slave power in Ameriea.

Seldom in the history of our country, perhaps never,
have so many intellectual giants been brought together
in the halls of Congress. They represented every shade
of political opinion, from the extremest defender of slavery
to the most zealous* friend of universal® freedom. Some
had already achicved® fame; their work was almost done;
they would soon belong to the past. Others were just
entering the arena’; the raco for them was still to be ran;
they belonged to the future.

Into this company of notables® Abraham Lincoln entered
with the confidence® of one who knew that he was in the
right place. His manmers, his speech, his clothing, all
marked him as a man from the new West.  But the older
members of Congress were not slow to sce that the tall,
ungainly'® young Whig from Illinois was a person of no
mean ability'!.

His voice was heard quite oftan in the House of Repre-
sentatives. He was more active than is usual with new
members. ‘I find speaking here and elsewhere'? about the
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«30 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

same thing,’” he wrote home to his friends. ““I was about
ag badly scared', and no more, than when I speak in court.”

One of the most notable things that he did was t3 in-
troduce @ resoluiion® calling upon the President to give an

account’ of the beginning and

, progress of the Mexican War.

¥ He supported the resolution by

a spsech, which was so pithy!

1y and withal® so sensible and un-

' answeral.., that it woa for him

the reputation of being one of

the smartest deboters™ in Con-
gress.

Almost every day during his
two winters 1 Washington
things came to his notice that
were confrary® to his ideas of
right and of justice, and made
him feel ashamed for his coun-
try. Almost within the shadow

Lincoln’s Inkstand and Pen of the capitol®, he saw gan s of
negroes in chains driven through the streets and spuryed'®
on. by the whips of mercilesst* slave drivers. He saw men,
women, and children sold at auction, and taken by force
to the wharves or the railroad station to be shipped to
the cotton fields in the far South. To him whose heart
was ever sbirred with pity for the humblest creatures in
distress, these sights were very painful. His pride, also,
ns a1t American (ﬁtmen, was toucied: for in the capital of
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292 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

no other civiliz:d country in the world could such scenes,
worthy of o barbaric age', be witnessed?®.

But what could ho do? He still believed that any
agitation of the slavery question would make matters
worse instead of better. No man was more strongly
opposad to the slave system than he, and yet he would
not join the ranks of the Abolitionists. He argued® that
slavery should be let alone in the states where it existed
and the people wanted it; but that in th> eapital, which
halonged to the entire nation, it ought at least to be re-
stricted. And so, in the end, he introduc:d into Congress
a bill* for the gradual doing away of slavery in the Dis-
trict of Columibia.

The bill was a very mild® one—so mild that the Aboli-
tionists would have nothing to do with it. Tho members
{from the South understood it to be an antislavery measurs,
and refused to liston to it. In the end tha whole matter
was allowed to drop®, and Mr. Lincoln’s bill was nsver

even votad upon.

*
* %

The Mexican War had produced two popular herozs,
General Zachary Taylor and General Winfield Scott.
Both of these men had been opposed to the
1848 manner in which President Polk foreed war upon
Mexico. They were loyal soldiers, however, and when
the conflict was one> actually begun, they gave their aid
with such courageous spirit that the cours: of each was
an unbroken series of victories.
To the Whigs General Tavlor s:emed an ideal candidate
for the presidency. * Among the Whig members of Con-
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264 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

gress a club was formed for the purpose of bringing about
his nomination and aiding in his election. Of this club
there were fow more active members than Abraham Lin-
coln of Illinois and Alexander H. Stophens of Georgia.
General Taylor was a blunt-spoken?, rough-mannered? sol-
dier, with but few of the qualities of a great statesman;
but he was the military® hero of the hour, and the man
most likely to win the votes of the people.

The Democratic party nominated Lewis Cass of Michi-
gan. Some of the antislavery Democrats of the North

- formed themselves into a new party, called the Fies-soil
party®, and nominated Martin Van Buren.

The members of the Free-soil party were notall Abolition-
ists. 'T'hey did not oppoae slavery itself, but they opposed
its extension. They held that no more slave states should
be added to the Union, and their battle cry was “Fres
Soil, Fres Labor, and Free Spaech.”” In their ranks wero
men whose names have since become famous in history:
Charles Sumner of Massachusetts, renowned® as an orator
and fearless champion of liberty; William Cullen Bryant
of New York, America’s first poet and most distinguished
journalist®; Salmon P, Chase of Ohio, destined to become
tho Chief Justice’ of the United States; and many others.

The Whig party took no decided stand o1 the slavery
question, although some of its leaders declared that it was
the real Free-soil party.

Abraham Lincoln, as usual, entered into the campaign
with much carncstness and enthusiasm® He delivsred? a
few specches in New 1§ nngd and New York, wlme lus
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296 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

hearers came rather to see and be amused by the “‘back-
woods orator from the wild West”” than to listen to his
argumentsl. Ile then returned to Illinois, and spent the
remainder? of the summer in urging the people of his own
state to support the Whig candidates. The result of the
election was very pleasing to him, for General Taylor was
the successful candidate.

XIII. LINCOLN RETURNS TO
PRIVATE LIFE?®

It was Mr. Lincoln’s hope that the mew Proesident
would apprecicte* his services to the party, and would

: appoint him to a good office. He had set his

1849 heart on becoming Commissionss of the General
Land Office® at Washington. But, when Congress ad-
Jjourned®, and he applied for the place, he was disappointed
to find that it had been promised to another.

To General Taylor, the tall, awkward member from
Ilinois was only a Western politician who served the
party in his own state and would be satisfied with almost.
any reward. ‘‘There is the governorship’ of Oregon
Territory,’” said he to Lincoln; ‘‘you shall bave the ap-
pointment® to that place if you wish it.”

Mr. Lincoln was not sure that he wished it. Oregon
seemed at that time to be almost out of the world. It was
roached only by a long journey, in boats and wagons, up
the Missouri and across the great plains and over the
Rocky Mountains®, or by the still longer journey round
by the isthmus of Panama'®. And then there: were but
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298 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

very few inhabitants in the territory, and what could an
ambitious man do there? He hesitated'. IHe would wait
until he had consulted® his folks at home.

When he returned to Springfield and announced® that he
had been offered the governorship of Uregon, the question
was answered at once and wiselv b Mr= Tiincoln. She

VLinco]n’s TTome in Springﬁe]d- v
was as far west as she wishad fo be, she said, and as for
Fronteert life, she had had quite enough of it.

Mr. Lincoln, thervefore, declined® the President’s offer,
gave up all thoughts of a government appointment, and
returned quietly to the practice of law.

The business in his attorney’s office had fallen away
while he was at Washington, and he found it necessary
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300 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

to bagin almost at the bottom again.  But evervbody in
Springfield knew him, and he was not long in regaining!
all the practice he had lost. His two years in the
capital of the United States had not made him proud.
Ifor the next ten years, and indesd until after he had
been elected President, he lived in the simplest and mos:
ungretending? way.

His law practice was not so heavy as to keep him all
the time at his oftice. He therefore spent many leisure
hours at home with his family. Often when tho weather
was {fine ho might be seen, without coat or hat, trundling?
one of his children up and down the board sidewalk in
front of his house. Visitors* would sometimes surprise
him Iving flat on the floor in the narrow hallway, reading
aloud from some favorito book, or having a “‘rough-and-
tumlle”’ romp® with his boys. 1e always attended to the
keeping and feeding of his horse; he drove the cow from
the pasture, and milked her; he sawed and splif the wood
and. carried in the kindlings’ for the household fires; in
short, 1 e was his own servant, and was never ashamad to
do any kind of labor that seemed necessary to be done.

Strangers seeing the ungainly, plainly clad man,—his
coat too large, his trousers too short, his shoes unpolished,—
playing with his children and doing his own clhorcs®, would
never have guessed that within ten years he would bz the
first man in our vrepublic. Iis friends and neighbors, how-
ever, knew well enough that there was within him a great-
ness of mind and a force of character which might at
any day put him in the front ranks of American citizens.
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202 . ABRAHAM LINCOLN
XIV. NEW PHASES' OF THE
SLAVERY QUESTION

During those quiet vears at Springfield Mr. Lincoln did
not loge his interest in public affairs, His leen?® foresight
showed him that great changes must soon take place in
this country, and he watched the progress of events® very
closely. The news from Washington was a daily subject
of inquiry* and study.

Tor a time this news centered around the question of
admitting California into the Union.

California was a part of the territory whish had been
acquired from Moxico. Soon after the close of the war
gold was discovered there. Men from all parts of the
world, but chiefly from the Northern states, hastenad
thither. They.had no slaves; they did not wish to have
them. In a few months the territory had a larger popula-
tion than some of the Atlantic states. 'The people met in
convention, and petitioned® Congress to admit California
into the Union as a free state.

A part of California was farther south than the line
which the Missouri Compromise® had indicated as the
boundary between freedom and slavery. Of all the lands
acquired from Moexico, it was the best adapted’ to slave
labor; and Southern politicians had expected that it would
belong to the South.  If admitted as a free state, the bal-
ance of power in Congress would be disturbed. There
was no prospect of a new slave state to restore
that balance. The North would bs decidedly
stronger than the South., For these reasons the Southern
members of CO]lO‘I‘uSS refused to a.dmlt California. The
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304 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Northern mombears persisted!, and for ten months the
(question was debated with great bittorness on both sides.

The dispute had gone so far that there scemed to be no
peaceable way of settling it. There were threats from
someo of the Southern states to withdraw? from the Union.
Nevertheless, to preserve® the Unior was the chiof thought
and care of every patriotic statesman as woll of the South
as of the North, '

At the very darkest hour of that trying time Henry
Clay, the Great Pacificator, aross in the Senate and pro-
posed a plan. for settling this dispute and all other trouble-
somo questions relating to slavery in the United States.
He urged a compromise, just as he had urged the Mis.
souri Compromise thirty years before. In order to satisfy
the North, this compromise provided for the immediato
admission of California as a free state. In order to con-
ciliate! the South, it declared that there should be no inter-
forence with slavery in the other territories acquired from
Mexico. [t also provided that Congress should pass a
very strict law requiring the citizens of the free states to
aid in returning runaway slaves to their masters; and it
arranged® for the regulation® and final abolition of the prac-
tice of trading in slaves in the District of Columbia.

Mur. Clay’s compromise measure was supported by Daniel
Weobster in the last great speech of his life. Tt was opposed
by John C. Calhoun in a speech which proved to be his last
also. Webster spoke earnestly against the very thought of
secession” from the Union. ““There can be no such thing
as a peaceablo secession,”” he said.  ““who is so foolish as
to oxpeet to see such o thing? To break up this great

LBHEs 2 ERRE NG SRR 4 0RHEs 5RO URPI T BES



# = % 305

AP R AR A Z A

S WA, BSFRA MZBRT i ) DR
B P A F T RN A T B A S T R, B SR AR,
AL R R SR 0 R A AR PRI e,

FOUE ZER IR B0 —30, (kg SR
i SR B — B ARUE I o, AL & e
IR A AR, AR — R (%= el
T ML R Pt SR — o S AL B I A B S 7 e
RS UIRAL S — 1 M TS SR THRAR 5, S L
ST BE R BEBARO I, BRI T U o385 25 3 A
RSB — BV ATIE Y ¥ A0 RS2 8 0 04
EHFE A TR T IR PR R 005
1k

A AR A IS TR 2 2 R A AR — 2 kR
AT, B A AOMTTHL TS B AL (A — Kok
B AT o SIS R T M SR AT, A, R
AL o SR SRR BB A AR T PSRRI



306 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

government! Lo dismember! this glorious conntry! No,
sir! No, sir! There will be no sccession. Gentlemen
are not serious when they talk of secession.”’

Calhoun’s spdech, on the other hand, was full of gloomy
forctodings®.  1le was anxious to preserve the Uiion if at
the same time the states of the South should not be de-
prived® of any of the rights that belonged to them. But
the South, he said, was cvery.day losing ground; she was
excluded from the common territory of the United States;
she was overburdened* with taxes; if the balance of power
in Congress should be destroyed, her last hope would be
taken away. And he declared that the agifation® on the
subject of slavery, if not socon prevented, would end in
disunion®.

A bill which embodied” Mr. Clay’s ideas of compromise
was soon afterward presented to Congress indue form. It
seomed to provide the only means for putting an end to
the vexing® questions that were then before the country,
and men of both sections united in its support. It was
finally passed, and beecame known in history as the ‘‘Com-
promise of 1850.”

“There will be no more agitation,’’ said Daniel Waeb-
ster. ‘“These measures are a finality, and we shall have
peace.”

“T have determined never to make another speach upon
the slavery question,’’ {said Stephen A. Douglas. ‘““So
long as our opgonents® do not agitate for repeal*® or modifi-
cation'*, why should we agitate for any purpose? This
compromise is a final settlement.”
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308 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

In Congress the agitation did cease for a time, and
senators and representatives turned their minds to other
subjects and tried to forget the troublesome fopic'. But
among the people the excitement® about slavery did not die
away. The compromise failed to please either the North
or the South. The North did not like the Jugitive Slave
Law?® which obliged the citizens of free states to become
slave hunters. 'The South was alarmed, because through
the admission of California it would lose its old-time con-
trol of Congress. Iach section dislrusted* the other more
than before; each misunderstood® the charactor and aims
of tho other. And so, as the months passzed by, the gulf®
between them grew wider and wider, and the question of
slavery became more and more serious.

In the meanwhile, death was busy among the leaders in
the councils of the nation. John Quincy Adams, with the
words ‘T am content’’ on his lips, had passed away in
1848, and had not seen the beginning of this new phase of
the great question. Calhoun died in 1850, a few daysafter
his speech in the Senate. Clay and Webster survived but
two years longer, stalesmen, both, the like of whom this
country may ncver see again. During the sixteen years
of its existence the Whig party, with which all these great
men were allied, had elected two Presidents. The first
had died within a month after his inauguration”; the
second, General Taylor, after serving through half his
torm and four months: more, had also died.

President Taylor was succeeded by the Vice President,
Millard Fillmore of New York. It was Mr. Fillmore who
signed and approved the famous Compromise Act of 1850.
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810 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

When the time came for another presidential election,
neither of the two gleat parties was yet ready to take a
decided stand on the question that was dividing
1852 the country. The Democrats nominated Frank-
lin Pierco of New Hampshire. The Whigs chose Gen-
cral Winfield Scott, the surviving! hero of the Mexican
War. Both parties endeavored? to say as little about slav-
ery as possible. In the South, however, the Whig party
was quite generally distrusted, and the Democrats were
regarded as the only safe friends of that section. The
Free-soil party, which was pledged® to oppose the exten-
sion of slavery into the territories, nominated John P. Hale
of New Hampshire.

The campaign was a very quiet one; for how could it
be otherwise when the leading parties -wore silent in
regard to the only question of importance befors the
country. Mr. Lincoln was again named as an elector on
the Whig ticket in his state. ‘‘I am a standing candidato
for Whig elector,’’ he said, ‘‘but I seldom elect anybody.”’
His heart was not in the campaign, and he made but fow
speeches. Ho was in despair. The future of the country
seemed to him dark and hopeless. ‘‘What is to be donet’’
he asked. *““Is anything to be donet Who can do any-
thingt And how i3 it to bo donef Do you ever think of
these things?”’ :

In November, aseverybody had expected, Franklin
Piorce was elected President of the United States. Among
Northern Democrats the South could not have found
a firmert friend. In his first message® to Congress he
declared that the Compromlse of 1850 had settled all
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812 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

disputes growing out of the question of slavery, and that
during his admindstration® there should be no further agita-
tion of the subject.

Not twelve months had passed, however, before an agi-
tation began that was not to cease until slavery was
abolished.

XV. A BILL THAT PROVED TO BE
A FIREBRAND?

The prairie lands 'and great plains lying west of Mis-
souriand Iowa were still almost without inhabitants. The
region was known as the Missouri territory, but it had
no organized government, and was subject® merely to the
general laws of the United States. In the year 1844 a
movement was sel on fool! by the War Department® to
form a vast and permanent Indian reservation in the West.
It was proposed that the wholo of the so-called Missouri
territory should be given up to the various tribes then liv-
ing in the United States, and that the government should
pledge itself not to include any portion of it in any state or
territory ‘‘so long as grass should grow, and water run.”

Stephen A. Douglas of 1llinois had just then taken his
seat for the first time in Congress. The proposal of this
plan gave him an opportunity to make himself heard.

“If an Indian country is thus ostablished along the
western borders of the states,”” he said, *‘all communica-
tion® with Oregon and the Pacific coast will be forever
cut off. Besides this, the growth and expansion of the
United States must stop with tho western boundary lines
of Missouri and Towa.” And, to provent the carrying out
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34 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

of the scheme, he introduced into Congress a bill to organ-
ize a great torritory, including all the region in question.
The bill was not voted upon, but so long as it was before
Congress tho War Department could do nothing toward
crrverting! that region into an Indian reservation.

At every session of Congress for ten successive years,
Mr. Douglas introduced the same or a similar bill for
organizing the Missouri territoy. In the meanwhile a
few straggling pioneers made themselves homes in the
valleys of the Platte and the Kansas rivers. For their
own protection they wished to have some sort of govern-
ment in which they themselves, as American citizens,
might take an active part. This fact gave to Mr. Douglas
another argument for urging the adoption of his bill.

But the members of Congress did not seem to feel much
interest in the matter. A1l of the territory in question was
north of the line named in the Missouri Compromise as
the line between freedom and slavery. Why should
Southern senators and representatives take an interest in
territory from which slavery was excluded? As for the
Northern memboars of Congress, they appeared to be woell
satisfied to lel matlers vest? as they were.

At length, in 1854, Mr. Douglas introduced a new bill,
different in some important features® from any that he had
proposed before. 'T'his bill provided: that two territories—
Kansas and Nebraska--should be organized; that the
Missouri Compromise should be declared of no effect; and
that the people of each territory should decide for them-
selves whether it should become a slave or a free state.

'l‘he phn was pleasmv to many becauso it seemed to
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818 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

give to tho people the power to manage their own home
affairs. It was pleasing to others because it seemed to
opan a way by which the South might recover her influence
in Congress. It was proposed by a frec-state senator; it
could not be adopted without the votes of several free-stato
congressmen; and yet it was plainly designed to serve tho
interests of the slaveholding power. It would open to
slavery a region greater in extent than theoriginal thirteen
states of the Union combined!. .
"~ When the bill was passed, the oxcitoment throughout
the North was such as had never before bLeen known.
Men said that Mr. Douglas wished to be the next Demo-
cratic candidate for the presidency, and that he
1854 bad caused this law to be made in order to gain
the votes of the Southern people. When Congress ad-
journed and he went homeo, he foun! that very many of
his old friends had deserted? him. The people of his state
were against him. He saw the signs of their displeasure
on overy hand. When he arrived in Chicago, the flags
were flying at half mast?, and the bolls were {olling? as at
a funeral service. He attsmpted to speak in his own
defense, but his neighbors refused to listen to him. The
. few people who gathered around the platform on which
he stood were defiant®>. They asked him questions which
made him angry; then they densunced® him as a Northern
man with Southern principles, who had sold himself to the
slaveholding power. When he tried {0 answer them, they
made such an uproar” that he could not b2 heard. Finally,
he was obliged to go home without having explained his
course to any one.
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318 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

.Mr. Douglas had every reason for wishing to regain
and hold the friendship of the people of Illinois. His
entire future dépended upon it. He therefore spent the
summer and fall in visiting the most important towns of
the state and making speeches on the last phase of the
great quostion. Ilis chief care was to explain his course
with reference! to the Kansas-Nebraska Act?; and by skill-
Jul® reasoning he persuaded many of his hearers that the
act was not so bad a thing as it had been represented.

The Southern states, he said, would never have con-
sented* to the settling of those territories, so long as their
" citizens were not permitted to move there and hold their
slaves. They had the power in Congress to oblige the
government to make and observe® cortain treaties with the
Indian tribes; and should theso treaties result in turning
over the whole Missouri region to the Indians, that part
of our country would be forever closed against all white
settlers. A great many people in the North and in the
South were anxious to seek homes in those territories,
and were only waiting to be assured that they would be
protected there. The South was willing to give up the
idea of making an Indian country of the territories, pro-
vided the North would consent to open them for settlement
and to give the settlers from the Southern states equal
rights with the settlers from the Northern states. The
emigrant® from Massachusetts might carry all his property
into any territory; why might not the emigrant from
South Carolina do likewise, even though a great part of
his property consisted of slavest

Mur. Douglas claime 1 therefore that the repeal of the Mis-

1R 2 RN R IR 3w bl 40 HEHS 5.5 6 B R,




1 = 3 319

SRR SR, BUS AT RN A KA
i M A A U o P A A — (B 7R A
it TEBETTSIAE BT (A I 00 T A R TS, MRE
T AL R R R, DGR 97700 38 S0 o4 A5 5

NP, BSE R IR AR SRR, AR
BREFE Wk

3, THEREKMN REMFIA R EEHDIISHRE
H P AR , B TR AT TT RS BB B0 oL 0 A AT HE A3
B LRSS RRRT SCE R A 5 RSk AIMER SR I 2
SOV AREN S A2y B — RSB LM AR BT
(VR R ALIBFNTE R0 A ROARER (LI B o SR 3R < ik
SEHAPIE IS MR R B . TR AT DR 1ERT-L M
ASTEN SRR (B LR AR H i P R
HTAATH B A AL AR A RS HER), 18 BB e SRR T
LI T AP PE B4 ISR RS B ORI
A1 R 3 AR — A IR MU FE (L 5 IURR

S D PR 3 R A ML R R B AR AL T



820 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

souri Compromise was as beneficial to the North as to the
South, and that it was an act of justice to all. But the point
upon which he laid the greatest stress! was this: the Kansas-
Nebraska Bill gave to the people of the territories the right
to decide for themselves whether they would have slavory
ornot. The people, and not Congress, were the sovereign?
power in their owndomains. All this reasoning seeined to
be very fair and just, and Mr. Douglas succeeded in not
only winning backa great number of hisold friends, but in
securing many new ones. That the people should be their
own sovereigns was only another way of saying that tho
people should have the right to make their own laws—and
that was what the patriots in the Revolution had fought
for. And so the Douglas Democrats, as they came to be
called, adopted *‘ Populas Sovereignty®’’ as their watchword?*.

In October, the Illinois agriculiural fair® was held in
Springfield, and Mr. Douglas mado a great speech to the
farmers who hal gathered there from different parts of
the state. On the following day Abrahan Lincoln replied
to that speech. He reviewed all of Mr. Douglas’s argu-
ments. ‘‘He attacked the Nebraska bill with unusual
warmth and energy,” says a newspaper reporter® who
was present. ‘‘He folt upon his soul the truths burn
which he uttered. He quivered” with emotion®. 'The whole
house was still as death. He exhibited® the bill in all
its aspects'® to show its humbuggery'* and falsehood!?, and,
when it was thus torn to rags, cut into slips, and held
up to the gaze of the vast audience'®, a kind of scorn was
visible upon the face of the crowd and upon the lips of
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322 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

their most cloquent speakert. At the conclusion of the
speech every man felt that it was unanswerable—that no
human power could overthrow it or trample? it under foot.”

One passage in this famous speech was often quoted?
afterward by the friends of freedom to show the shallow-
ness of Douglas’s doctrine of Popular Sovereignty. ‘I
admit,” said Mr. Lincoln, ‘‘that the emigrant to Kansas
and Nebraska is competent to govern himself; but [and
here the speaker rose to his full height] I deny* his right to
govern any other person without that person’s consent.”

My. Douglas was present during the whole of the speach,
At its close he hastily stepped to the front of the platform,
and said that the speaker had abused® him, “‘though in a
perfectly courteous manner.”” TEvory one could see that he
felt himself thoroughly beaton. He tried to reply to some
of Lincoln’s arguments, but his usual self-confidence® and
bravado’ were wanting.. He spoke for several minutes in a
Sdltering®, rambling® way, without touching upon any point
of importance, and then announced that he would answer
Mr. Lincoln in the evening. But when evening came he
failed to appear, and the promised reply was never made.

A few days later, Douglas made a speech at Peoria
where he was again answered by Lincoln, each speaking
three hours to an émmense concourse!® of people. Douglas
seomed to be losing faith in his cause; he spoke with em-
barrassment™, as though conscious'? of defeat. . Lincoln’s
speech was not so full of fecling as that at Springfield had
been, but his arguments were even stronger. At the close
of the debate, Douglas said to Lincoln: ‘‘You understand
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324 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

this question of slavery in the territories hetter than all
the opposition in the Senate of the United States. I can-
not make anything by debating it with you. You, Mr.
Lincoln, have here and at Springfield given me more
trouble than all the opposition in the Senate combined.”’
He then proposed that both should return home and make
no more speeches during that campaign. Lincoln con-
sented to do this; but when he heard, a few days later,
that Douglas had broken his agreement and had spoken at
a political meeting in another part of the state, he again
entered the field.

The eclection was for members of the state legislature,
and this legislature was to choose a United States senator.
"The majority of the voters in Illinois had always been Dem-
ocra‘s; but this year, owing partly to the people’s dissatis-
faction with Stephen A. Douglas, and partly to the
influence of Abraham Lincolp, there was a great change.
In the new legislature there were men of three partios—
Dewmocrats, Whigs, and Anti-Nebraska Democratst (or
Democrats opposed to Mr. Douglas’s course). The three
parties were nearly equal i+ strength, and no one had a
majority over the other two.

When the time came for choosing a United -States
senator, the Democrats nominated General Shields, a
soldier of the Mexican \War; the Anti-Nebraska Demo-
crats nominated Lyman Trumbull; the Whigs nominated
Abraham Lineoln. Sinee the parties were so nearly
equal, no candidate could receive a majority of votes
unless some who did not belong to his parly should
vote for him. When the Democrats found that thoy

1, R MR R
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326 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

could not elect Shields, they dropped him and nomi-
nated Joel A. Matheson, a gentleman who had never said
whether he favored or opposed the Kansas-Nebraska Bill. -
They did this hoping to win the votes of the Anti-
Nebragka Democrats.

Mr. Lincoln would have been glad to receive the nomi-
nation; for to be a United States senator was his dearest
ambition. But he saw now that, unless the Whigs and
the Anti-Nobraskas united, a Democrat would be chosen
and Douglas would be triumphant'. He therefore begged
his friends to leave him and cast their ballots® for Mr.
Trumbull, who, although a Democrat, was unalterably®
opposed to the Kansas-Nebraska Bill and to the extension
of slavery. They finally consented, although itis said that
someo of them shed tears in doing so. Mr. Trumbull was
chosen, and Democratic rule in Illinois was at an end.

This wise, self-sacrificing* act of Mr. Lincoln won him
many friends; and when, soon afterward, the Whigs and .
Anti-Nebraskas and Free-soilers were united in a single
party, he became by general consent their leader,

XVI. THE WAR IN KANSAS

When the Kansas-Nebraska Bill was passed by Con-
gress on the 8th of May, 1854, a cannon was fired on
Capitol Hill® in Washington to announce the fact. Every-
body believed that the slave power had gained a great
victory; but, as matters turned out, the booming® of the
cannon really heralded’ the beginning of the end of slavery.
Its friends had gone one step too far.

The news was quickly carried to the different sections
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of the Union dannouncing that the great West had been
opened up for settlement, and that the settlers in each
territory should themselves choose whether they would
have slavery or frecedom. The antislavery people in the
North determinel at once that Kansas should be free—
and if Kansas, then the rest of the Waest also. The
slaveholders of the South, and especially of Missouri,
resolved, with equal determination, that Kansas should be
made a slave state.

Then a wild race bsgan for the possession of the territory.
The slaveholders were the first in the field. Targenumbers
of Missourians hurried across the state border and settled
themselves upon the lands in the eastern part of Kansas,
Some took their families and slaves, built themselves homes
inthenew territory, and expected to stay there. But many
mors went only for a short time, to stake out land claims!
and live in tents or temporary huts?, until by their votes
they could make Kansas a slave state, They were called
“‘squatters®,”’ and thoy intended, as soon as they had gained
their purposs, to return to their homes in Missouri.

The free-state men—as those were called who opposed
the Kansas-Nebragska Bill—were determined not to be
outdone!. Societies were formed throughout the North for
the purpose of lwrrying® emigrants into Kansas. Soon
numerous companies of ‘“movers®,”’ with their families and
household goods, were on their way to the new lands in the
Wost, every one pledged to do all that he could to prevent
the extension of slavery. They were obliged to go by a
roundabout route’ through Iowa and Nebraska; for the slave-
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330 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

holders of Missouri had forbidden them to pass through
their state. "They went in wagons, on horssback, and on
foot, for there were no railronds west of the Mississippi.
It required many weoks to make the journey; and as the
Iong trains moved slowly onward across the Western
prairies, their hopes and fixed determination were voiced
by the poet of freedom, John G. Whittier:—

**We cross the prairics, as of old
The Pilgrémst crossed the sea,
To make the West, as they the East
The homestead? of the free.

“We go to rear a wall of men
One Freedom’s Southern line,
And plant bemde the cotton tree

The rugged’ Northern pinet.

““Wé go to plant her common schools
On distant prairie swellss,
And give the Sabbathd of the wilds
The music of her bells,”’

The frec-state people made themselves homes in the
valley of the Kansas River and founded the towns of
Lawronce and Topeka. The slave-stato people and the
squatters had taken up the lands farther north and were
ostablished in Leavenworth and all along the Missouri
border.

"The two parties seemed to be almost equal in strength.
The free-state men wore, for the most part, peace-loving?
farmers, who wished to settle the grea’ question lawfully®
by thexr votee; but they were determmcd to have fma’ play
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332 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

‘at all hazards'- Many of the slave-state men came armed
with bowie Fnives? and shotguns®, intending to cverride! all
opposition; they also wished to settle the question a! the
ballot box, but they expected every vote to be on their side.

There could be no such thing as peace between the two
parties. Eight hundred slave-state men, led by a United
States magshal®, marched upon Lawrence. They destroyed
the antislavery printing presses there, burned some of the
houses, and pillaged® others. The free-state men were
roused to madness’ and determined to have revenge®. They
killed some of the most obnoxious® of their enemies, and
then prepared themselves for defense.

Thus civil war'® was begun. On both sides the passions
of ¢xeited and determined men were roused to the highest
pitch.  1Iouses were burned; men were wagylaid!? and kill-
ed; there were false imprisonments'?, and daring rescues'®,
there were battles on a small scale; and, as the strange
conflict went on, each party became more and more deter-
mined to overcome its opponent. The ery of “bleeding
Kuansas’’ was heard throughout the North, and thousands
of men who had hitherto been silent on the question of
slavery became outspoken advocates of freedom'®.

When the time came for colections, several hundred
Missourians, led by a United States senator, crossed the
line and cast their ballots as though they were citizens of
the territory. A legislature was chosen, composed entirely
of slave-state men. This legislature adopted a state con-
stitution preciscly® like that of Miszouri, with slavery as its
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334 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

chief feature. To offsot this, the free-state men held a
convention at Topeka, and decalred that the legislature
had been elected not by citizens of Kansas but by Missou-
rians, and therefore it had no right to form any laws for
Kansas, They issued a call for a new election; and
another legislature was chosen which adopted a free-stato
constitution and petitioned' Congress to admit Kansas into
the Union. '

And now Franklin Pierce, the President of the United
States, came forward to settle the dispute. He declared
that the slave-state legislature was the true lawmaking
power of the territory. He said that the action of the
free-state men in electing another legislature and form-
ing a free-state constitution was nothing short of sebellion?
against the government. Ho issued a proclamation® warn-
ing all persons against disturbing the pzace of Kansas, and
sent a body of soldiers into the territory to enforce the laws
made by the slave-state legislature. When the free-state
legislature attempted to meet at Topeka, its membors
were driven away by United States troops. Nevertheless,
Kansas was not yet admitted into the Union.

““Where now, Mr. Stephen A. Douglas,” said the poo-
ple of the North—*“where now is your doctrinet of popu-
lar sovereignty? Is not slavery being forced upon the
people of Kansas, without their consent and against the
will of the most of them?"”

XVIL. RULE OR RUIN?®

In Ripon, Wisconsin, a joint meeting of Whigs and
I'ree-soilers® and Anti-Nebraska Demoecrats was held in
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-

ono of the churches of the village. ‘‘Let us forget
all minor' differonces of opinion,” said they, ‘‘and unite

on the one question of opposition to the exten-
1854 sion of slavery into the teiritories. T.et us work
no longer as three parties, but as ons.”” They therefore
decided that a now political party should be organized—
a party to which all persons opposed to the aggressions?
of the slave power might belong; and it was suggested
that that party should be called ‘‘Republican®.”’ The
action of this little village convention had its influence
elsewhere; and soon there was a goneral movement for
a union of the various smaller parties into one.

In Michigan, on the 6th of July, a state convention of
Whigs and Free-soilers adopted a series of resolutions
against the Kansas-Nebraska Act, and formed a new
organization to which was given the name of the ‘‘Repub-
lican party*.’’ Before the end of another year the peoplo
of fifteen states had declared themselves opposed to tho
cxtension of slavery; and of the one hundred and forty-
two representatives in Congress from the Northern states,
only twenty-two continued to uphold® the course of Stephen
A. Douglas in making it possible for the torritories to

bacome slave states.

*
* *

While men in the North were thus combining to opposa
a system which they believed dangerous to the country
as a whole, other events were taking place which aroused
them to still greater efforts.

In Boston, an escaped slave was discovered. The court
decided that the wretched® negro should be delivered to his
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338 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

master. An attempt was made by Abolitionists to rescue
him. A 2ot followed; the courthouse was attacked; blood
was shed; the militia® of Boston were called out*. Thon
the city marshalt; with a hundred civil officers of Boston,
guarding the chained slave, marched out of the courthouss
in a hollow square formed by United States troops. They
marched down State Street te the harbor®, and put the
trembling fugitive® on board of a United States cutter’ which
President Pierce had sent to carry him back to bondage.
It was a day to be remembered in Boston. People bogan
then to believe that the slave power would never be content
antil every state in the Union was undoer its control.

In a city of Belgium, on an October day, three Ameri-
can politicians met to discuss a question of the greatest
interest to the slave power. They were James Buchanan
of Pennsylvania, John Y. Mason of Virginia, and Piecrre
Soulé of Louisiana. They were respectively® the minis.
ters of the United States to England, France, and Spain.
The question which they discussed was this: ‘‘How can
the United States gain possession of Cuba?’’ Behind
that question there was still another: ¢‘What can be done
to extend slavery into new territories, so as to increase the
number of slave states in the Union and make the slave
power forever supreme®;’’

Cuba was an ideal country for slavery, and sugar
growers and cotton planters in the South had suggested
that it ought to bz made a part of the United States.
The three statemen were pleased with the thought.
“The Union can never enjoy sepose'® nor poss2ss reliablc'!
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security',”’ they said, ‘“‘so long as Cuba is not embraced
within its boundaries.”” They therefore wrote to Presi-
dent Pierce and urged him to offer Spain one hundred
and twenty millions of dollars for the island. But what if
Spain should refuse to sell it? "Then, declare war upon
her, and take it by forco.

Whoen this proposition was made known, the people of
the North were indignant’. Take a hundred and twenty
millions of dollars from the public treasury® to extend
slavery and the slave power? Never! Rob Spainunjustly
of her possessions, and perhaps involve! the United States
in war with half the nations of Furop:? Never!

And so a multitudé® of Northern voters, who had
formerly sympathizcd® with the South, joined the ranks of
Free-soilers and Abolitionists. )

In the Senate of the United States, Charles Sumner of
Massachusetts delivered the strongest specch that had

ever been made against the slave power. His

1856 C - .,
speech, which in truth was a violent one, was
entitled’ ““The Crime against Kansas?,”’ and in it he made
a bitter attack upon South Carolina and upon Senator
Butler of that state as largely responsible® for the evils of
which he complained. Two days later, as Sumner was
sitting at his desk in the Senate Chamber, Preston S.
Brooks, a representative from South Carolina, strode down
the aisle!® and stood suddenly before him.

“I have read your speech twice over carefully,” said
Brooks. - ‘It is a libel*! upon South Carolina and upon Mr.
Butler, who is a relative of mine.”’
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842 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

As he spoke the last word, he suddenly raised his cane!
and brought it down with ferrific® force upon Sumner’s
head. The cane broke, but Brooks went on, beating the
senator with the end that remained in his hand. Sumner
tried in vaind to defend himself; he wrenched* the desk from
the floor, and held it up as a
shield®. But Brooks pushed the
d-sk aside, and while his wetim?®,
blinded” with blood, was reeling®
to the floor, kept on striking .i¥h -
merciless fury®. Not until hie .-
arm was seized and held by a
bystander'® did he cease his blows.

Such a beating
would have killed
a man of ordinary
build. Sumner,
who had a power-
ful frame and per-
fect health, lay
for many days at
death’s door, and
although he lived
many years after-
ward, he never re-
gained his sirength. IHad Preston S. Brooke resorted to a
braver and manlier'* method to avenge the insult!® of which
he comjlained, the people of the North would doubtless
have sympathized with him. But they looked upon his
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act as being both cowardly' and leufal?; and thousands
who had hitherto apologized® for slavery turned against
the slave power and became its bitter enemies.
XVIII. UNDER BUCHANAN’S
ADMINISTRATION

In May, 1856, a notable convention was held in Bloom-
ington, Illinois. It was a meeting of men from all parts

of the state, who were opposed to the extension

1856 of slavery into the territories. It had been cailed
for the purpose of organizing a now political party.

Abraham Lincoln was there. ‘‘Let us,”” said he, ‘‘in
building our new party, make our cornes stonet the Decla-
ration of Independeince.”” And then he delivered one of
the most powerful speeches of his life—a spsech which
was so clear, so foreible®, so convincing®, that his great audi-
ence was moved fo feel and helieve every word that he
said. Again and again, while he was speaking, ‘‘they
sprang to their feet and upon the benches, and testified® by
long-continued® shouts and the waving of hats, how deoply
the speaker bad wrought upon their minds and heart.”’

Thus the Republiean party of Illinois was formed; and
from the first Abraham Lincoln was its acknowledged
leader.

Three weeks later the first national convention of the
party was held in Philadelphia. John Charles Frémont
of California was nominated for President, and William
L. Dayton of New Jersey for Vice President. On the first
ballot for the vice-presidential candidate, one hundred
and ten votes were cast for Mr. Lincoln. When the news
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s

was ropeated to Abraham Lincoln in Springfield, he smiled
and said in his droll way, ‘“That is probably the distin-
guished Mr. Lincoln of Massachusetts.”

The Democrats nominated James Buchanan of Penn-
svlvania for President, and John C. Breckenridge of Ken-
tucky for Vice President. Stephen A. Douglas had hoped
to win the presidential nomination; but he had estranged*
so0 many of his Northern friends that the convention
deemed? it wiser to choose Mr. Buchanan, who was said
to be displeased with the Kansas-Nebraska Act. _

In the campaign of that summer Mr. Lincoln did his
full share. He made speeches in all the important towns
of his state; and, bsing free to say what he thought, he
threw himself into the work with all his old-time energy.
My. Douglas was also very active in support of the Demo-
cratic ticket; and often the two men spoke from the same
platform. Opposed to each other as they were in politics,
there was no bitterness of feeling between them.

“Pwenty years ago Mr. Douglas and I first becams
acquainted,”’ said Lincoln. ‘“We were both young—hea
trifle® younger than I. Even then we were ambitious—I,
perhaps, quite as much as he. With me the race has been
a failure—a flat failure. With him it has been one of
splendid? success. Hisnameo fills the nation, and is not un-
known in foreign lands. I affect® no contempt® for the high
eminence’ he has reached. ~ So reached that the oppressed®
of my species® might have shared with me the elevation??, 1
would rather stand on that eminence!! than wear the richest
crown'? that ever pressed'® a monarch’s brow't.”
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848 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Ten years would not pass until the world should know
which of the two had made the “‘splendid success,” and
which the ‘“‘flat failure.”’

The election was won by the Democrats, and Jamos
Buchanan became the fifteenth President of the United
States. The Republicans wore not yet strong enough to
carry many of the states; but they had polled more votes
thananybody expected, and they looked hopafully forward

to the future.

»
* *

President Buchanan was inaugurated on the 4:h of
March, 1857. On that occasion he said: ““I'he whole
torritorial question [the question of slavery in the terri-
tories] being settled upon the principle of popular sov-
creignty—a principle as ancient as free government! itself
-—everything of a practical nature has been decided.
May we not then hope that the long agitation on this
subject [of slavery] is approaching its end, and that the
geograplical parties®, so much dreaded by the FFather of
his country, will spesdily become eatinct®;”’

While he was speaking the Supreme Court* of the United
States was preparing that which would renew the long
agitation and increass the bittorness of feeling between
the two sactions.

Dr. Emerson, a susrgeon® in the United States army, was
the owner of a negro slave whose name was Dred Scott.
From his home in St. Louis he took the slave to Rock
Island, in the free state of Illinois, where he lived for a
year or more. Then he took him to Fort Snelling, in
Minnesota, and there Dred was married to Harriet, ‘a
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nezro woman whom his master purchased!. Two years
later Dr. Fmerson returned to St. Louis, carrying with
him the two slaves and their child that had been born at.
Fort Snelling. Dred Scott claimned that because he and
his wife had been taken by their master into a free state
they weré entitled?, under the common law of the land, to
thoir freedom; and that the child who was born in a free
territory could not be made a slave.

The case was first brought before the state courts in
Missouri, and was then carried to the Supreme Court of
the United States. Of .the nine judges who then com-
posed that court, five were from the slave states. In
making the final decision® of the case, seven of the judges
held that slaves were nothing but property; that "being
nothing but property, they could not be citizens; and that
not being citizens, they could not bring a sudt! in any court
of the United States. ‘It is the opinion of the court,”
wrote Chief Justice Taney, ‘‘that neither Dred Scott him-
gelf, nor any of his family, were made free by being
carried into free territory, even if they had been carried
there by the owner with the intention of becoming a pes-
manent resident®.”’

The people of the North were astounded®. “This decision
of the Supreme Court made slavery possible in overy state
of the Union. Southern slaveholders might remove per-
manently to New York or Maine or any other Northern
state, carry their negroes with them, and hold them and
their children in bondage’, just as in the Southern states.

““Where now, Mr. Douglas,” they asked, “‘is your doc-
trine of popular sovereignty? You say that to the people
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of a territory or stalo belongs the sole right to say whether
they will or will not have slavery. But now slavery is
permitted everywhere, whether the people wish it or not.”
Mr. Douglas himsalf could not help but see that the
decision of the Supreme Cowrt had set his theory' at
naught®. ~ Ile saw, too, how the slaveholders of Missouri
were trying to make Kansas a slave state in defiance of?
the popular will; and ho resolved to oppose such meas-
ures. He told President Buchanan of his intentions.
“TLet me warn you, Mr. Douglas,”’ said Buchanan, ‘‘that
no Domocrat -has ever differed from a President of his
own party without beiny crushed?. You, vourself, doubt-
less remoember the fate of certain men who opposed Presi-
dent Jackson.”
“And I bag to remind you, Mr. President,”’ answered
Douglas, ‘‘that General Androw Jackson is dead.”
From that day there began a gradual estrangement®
between Stophen A. Douglas and his friends in the South.

*
* *

In the meanwhile, the troubles in Kansas continued.
“Jf Kansas is abolitionized,”” wrote one of the senators
from Missouri, “then Missouri will cease to be a slave
state, New Mexico will become a frez state, and California
will remain a free state. But if wo secure Kansas as a
slave states, Missouri will be securz, New Mexico and
southern California, if not all of it, will become slave
states; in a word, the prosperity or ruin of the whole
South depends on th: Kansas struggle.”’

Wo can searcely wonder, then, that the Misgourians ent-
ered so recklessly® into the struggle, and that man ordinarily
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334 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

peaceable and law-abiding' became, for the time being,
forgetful of theis duties as citizens of a civilized country,

The excitement ran so high that no man’s life was safe
in Kansas, It was not an uncommon thing, when two
men met in the road, for both to come up with pistols® in
their hands; and the first salutation® was, “‘Free state or
proslave??”’ If the answer was not satisfactory, the next
sound might be the report of a pistol. In the district
around Lawrence, farmors tilled® their fields in companies,
all armed to the teoth®.

The eolections were a mere farce’. Although it was
known that thiee fourths® of the actual settlers in the
territory were free-state men, yet their votes counted as
nothing. A convention was called by the proslavery men
to meet at Lecompton for the purpose of forming another
state constitution and again asking for admission into the
Union. The president of that convention was John Cal-
houn, late of Illinois,—the same Calhoun for whom Abra-
ham Lincoln had carried a surveyor’s chain, twenty years
before. "He distinguish>d himself by reporting nearly
four hundred proslavery votes from a district in which
there were only forty-three voters. TFearing that he would
be obliged to show the ballots to a comamitiee® of Congress,
he hid them in a candle box, and thus became known to
history as ‘‘Candle-box Calhoun.”

The constitution that was formed at Iecompton was
all that the slaveholders could wish. It was sent to
Congrass with a petition!® that Kansas should be admitted
to ti:e Unton as « slave state. President Buchanan gave
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356 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

it his support: but it was opposed by Sanator Douglas
and his friends. The breach! in the Damocratic party wes
beginning to widen®. *If Kansas wants a slave-state
constitution,’’ said Douglas, ‘‘she has arighttoit. Ifshe
wants a free-state constitution, she has right to it. It is
none of my business which way the slavery eause is
decided.”” But he went on to show that the Lecompton
Constitution was not the constitution which the people
wished, and that if it wera fairly voted upon in Kansas, it
would be voted down.

Congress at length resolved to admit Kansas into the
Union, provided that the ‘people, in a fairly conducted
clection, should agres to the Lecompton constitution and
slavery; and as an ¢nducement® to those who might wavert,
a large grant of public lands was promised to the new
state.

Inthe meanwhile, the enthusiasm® of the slave-state men
in Kansas had begun to fail. The squatters® from Mis-
souri had grown tired of the struggle and had returned
to their homes. The free-state men had gained control of
the legislature. An election was called for the purpose of
allowing the peonle to choose whether they would become
a state with the Lecompton Constitution or whether they
wonld remain a territory. 4

The election took place in January, 1858, Of 10,388
votes cast, only 162 were in favor of the constitution.
Kansas remained a territory; but the great struggle was
onded. When she became a state, three years later, the
slave power was already doomed’.
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XIX. ESTRANGEMENT BETWEEN
NORTH AND SOUTH

It must not be supposed that the people of the South
wished to be unjust to their Zinsmen! of the North. It
must not be thought that they were not pz;.triotic. Still
less must it be supposed that all good men were arrayed?
on the side of freedom and all bad men on the side of
slavery. o :

The patriotism of the Southern people differed from the
patriotism of the Northern people in that instead of being
national, it was sectional. The doctrine of States’ Rights
was held throughout the South lo:g after it had disap-
peared from the’ North. When our government was
founded, that doctrine was almost univerzal. Thomas
Jefferson was its first great eipounderd; John C. Calhoun
. was its last great defender. According to that doctrine,
the state was supreme within its own boundaries. Our
country was not one great nation, but a union of many
nations. Allegiancet was due first to the state, then to the
section, and after that to the United States. Citizens of
Mississippi, for example, wero proud to be called Ameri-
cans, but they were prouder still to be known as Southern-
ers, and proudest of all when feoling that they were
Missigsippiane. The love for one’s state—a feeling almost
unknown in the North—a4induced® an attachment® for the
section. The Southern states had many things in com-
mon—they had the samo political boliefs; they had
slavery; their productions were similar; the manner of
living and thinking was much the same inall. Southern
people, therefore, loved the South, and were layal” to it.
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380 ABRAHAM LINCOLX

Closely dependent upon all this was the idea that the
South should always have as large a representation in Con.
gress as the North.” This idea, as we have already szen,
began when our government was first founded with
gsoven Northern states and six Southern states. The two
sections remained almost equal in power until the admis-
sion of California gave to the North a decided majority in
Congress. Even then there were so many Northern men
with Southern sympathies that the South might have held
her own for a very long time had it not been for her grow-
ing jealousy of the North and the misunderstandings' that
consequently sprang up in both sections. It was sectional
Jjealousy more than any feeling about slavery that fanned?
the fires of discord® and threatened to destroy the Union.

There was not much communication between the two
section, and the people of cach section had very strange
ideas about the people of the other. In the South it was
very generally believed that a large number of persons in
the North were engaged in nothing else but planning how
to destroy slavery, and how to reduce! the Southern people
to poverty. It was supposed that the Abolitionists were
actively plotting to arouse 4nsurrections® among the slaves
and to carry disaster® and ruin into every Southern home.
Tvery victory, therefore, of the slave power in extending
the limits of slavery or in obliging the Northern people to
return the fugitives among them, was lailed? with satisfac-
tion as a step toward security.

The Southern people believed that it was the purpose of
the North to tyrannize® over the South in every possible
way. They pointed to the tariff laws which, while they

LEREr 2488 3.9y 4 BRME: 5 Bl 6 53 7.5 S BN,



% = 3 . 861

%mm%#&%Lﬁ$Emem AR FIE A
—ﬁ%m&&Aﬁﬁ@@%mo&ﬂﬁaﬁﬂ & R AR
AL RO AN T AR Y 5 BT TR0 BOF IR i s
S8 8 R 5 ) e v R 7y — 00 ) 00 JB B8 o 3 A TS
ARG BEE P YUEQ D B DA GBS A T A

SHiED A E A T GO R IR IR R R R A R e,
SEIES AR TR AT IR 2P B B AR U, 38
BRI R 1 —U) B R R R 2 b SR S
g KGRI SRR k38

L6V THIES SR, 1208 2 20 3t i — IR AR A R 3153
[ Bt A\ AT A SR OO ERAR (D, — AR AR 2 L
AR EHEE B A U, A0/E SRR K TH A A Y
fum&%nm&%@ﬁnfmw;ﬁm&ﬂ%ﬂwgﬁn
S BB AR SR L B 46 1 0 A SR BE 8 2 SR LR
Wy R bk D 5 U A LN S AR A 1 e
-2 B IUHE NS RE A, 4 DK B B3 — 2 0 ERBSEITS | 53

T AR AR IS L0 A SRR AT iR 7 S 0 B 1 00, At



362 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

protected Northern manufacturers, imposed ‘‘the main
burden of taxation upon the Southern people, who were con-
sumers! and not manufacturers.” The larger part of tho
money appropriated? by Congress for various purposes was
disbursed® in the North. These causes, they claimed, at-
tracted immigration to tho North and repzlled it from the
South, The North was all the time growing richer at the
expense of the South, which was scarcely holding its own.

As for the recont political troubles, they urged that the
iMissouri Compromise was an encroachment* of the North
upon the South, depriving® her of ‘‘equality in the enjoy-
ment of territory which justly belonged equally to both.”’
That compromise, they said, wasin truth repealed in-1850,
by the action of the North in making California, which
naturally belonged to the South, a free state. The object
of the Kansas-Nebraska Act was not to force slavery upon
any state or territory, but to leave the people ““perfectly
free to form and rogulate their domestic institutions® in
their own way, subject only to the Constitution of ‘the
United States.” The froubles in Kansas, they claimed,
were the outgrowth of efforts in the Northérn states ““to
prevent free migration” and khinder the decision®, by climate
and the intarests of the inhabitants,”” as to whether slavery
was advisable. The Northorn people had been the first to
begin the conflict. ““T'he war ery of the Northern politi-
cians was ‘No extension of slavery!” Its object was to
inflime the minds of the less discerning and stir up hatred®
toward the South,”’ said Jefferson Davis.

Such were some of the gricvances'®, fancied or real,
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334 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

which filled the hearts of honest Southern prople with
apprehension' and alarm.  So intense was their devotion
‘to the South that they bad come to regard this country as
composed of two distinet parts; and they telieved that the -
chief aim of the Northern part was to get the upper hand

of the Southern.

*
* *

On the othor hand, there was among the Nerthern pzople
no deep-seated love® for the North, merely as a s:ction;
but large numbers of these people had come to believe
that there were in this country two antagonistic® forces,
proslavery and antislaveey, and that the chief aim of the
proslavery force was to get the upper hand in everything.

Thoere were good men in the South just as there were
good men in tne North. "There were also men in both
sections who were willing to do any deed, howeveor unlaw-
ful or unjust, in order to forward their own selfish or
ambitious aims.

Only a small portion of the Southern psople were
actual slaveowners. The most of them, until stirred up
by slaveholding politicians, were indifferent* as to whether
slavery was extended into new territories or not. Those
of the better class whe were honest and well informed® re-
gretted® that there should be so much strife’ between the
North and the South. All were loyal patriots, as they
understood patriotism. Some would have made great
sacrifices to settle forever the disputes between the sec-
tions. “‘If 1 owned all the slaves in the South,’’ said

tobert 19, Leo of Virginia, *‘I would give them all to save
the Union.”’ '
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366 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

XX, . LINCOLN AND DOUGLAS

Stephen A. Douglas’s term in the United States Sen-
ate was drawing to a close. The new legislature soon to
be elected in Illinois would choose his swccessort.
1858 Should he be returned to the Senate? Or should
his place be filled
by anothert
Mr. Douglas had
aided in bringing
| about the defeat
(i of the Lecompton
st Constitution; he
| had saved Kangas
from being admi-
ted to the Union as
a slave state; and
in doing so he had
i made many bitter
“l enemies in the
Democratic party.,
President Buchan-
an, true to his
threat, was using
his influence to
crushhim. InTlli-

nois all Demoecrats
Lincoln’s Writing Desk who were true to

the administration? would oppese him. There were thou-
sands, however, who believed iu him, and would support
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338 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

him despit> of anything that the party loaders might do.
They called themselves ‘‘Anti-Lzcompton Democrats,”
held conventions, and nominated men for the legislaturs
who were pledged to vote for Dougla-,

The Republicans of other states were pleased because
Douglas had quarreled with the President and had divided
the Democratic party. They advised the Republicans of
Illinois not o put forward a candidate of their own; but
to vote with the Anti-Lecompton Democrats. But the
Illinois Republicans knew Douglas too well. Was it not
Douglas who. had proposed phe Kansas-Nebraska Act?
Had not all the troubles in Kansas been the result of that
act? Had not the Lécompton Constitution itself grown
out of that act? ‘‘Stephen A. Douglas,” they said, ‘‘is
not to be trusted: to-day ho supports a cause which to-
morrow he will oppose. Besides this, he is a Democrat in
all things except one.”

They therefore announced that Abraham Lincoln was
their ‘‘first and only choice for United States senator, to
fill the cacancy® about to be created? by the expiration® of
Mr. Douglas’s term of office.”” They put forth all their
offorts to elect a legislature that would carry out thoir
wishes; and Mr. Lincoln himself made the first groat
speech of the campaign.

Before delivering his speech in public, he read it to
a small gathering of intimate! frie1ds in the library of the
capitol at Springfield. The very first paragraph filled his
hearers with alarm:—

“We are now,”” he said, *“far into the fifth year since a
policy was dnitiated® with the avowed® object and confident’
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570 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

romise of putting an end to slavery agitation. Under
the operation of that policy, that agitation has not only
not ceased, but has constantly? augmented>. In my opin-
on, it will not cease until a ¢risis® shall have been reached
«nd passed. ‘A house divided against itself cannot stand.’
I believe this government cannot endure permanently half
slave and half free. I do not expect the Union to be
dissolvedt,—1 do not expect the house to fall,—but I do
expect it will cease to be divided. It will become all one
thing or all the other.”

His friends looked aghast®

““What do you think of it?”’ he asked each one.

Not one approved of it.

“It is a very foolish ufterance®,’”’ said one,

“What you say may be true enough,” said anothey,
“but the people are not ready to hear it.”’

“‘If you utter it in public,”’ said a third, ‘‘it will ruin all
your prospects of election.”

Mr. Lincoln listened quietly to all their semasks™ and
then, calm and serens®, ross from his chair. In his faco
was that Yasr-away look® which in later years was often seen
there when he was grappling'® with questions not compre-
lended'! by common minds. _

“Gentlemen,’’ he said, ‘I have given much thought to
this question. T'he proposition is true. ‘A house divided
against itself cannot stand.” Tt is time that this truth
should be spoken. If it is decreed!® that I should go down
because of this speech, then let mo go down linked'® with
it to the truth. Let me die in the a(lwcac y't of what is
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372 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

just and right.”

'The next day he delivered the speech, exactly as it was
written, to a large concourse of excited listeners. “The
result,’’ said he, at the close, ‘‘is not, doubtful. We shall.
no; fail. If we stand firm, we shall not fail. Wise coun-
selst may accelerate?, or mistakes may delay? it, but, sooner
or later, the victory is sure to come.”

As his friends had warned him, the people were not yet
rondy to be told the .plain truth. They knew that the
nasion was divided against itself, but they believed that it
weculd continue to stand, despite the division; and they
sesented! the idea that the cause of that division must be
removed before peace was possible.

*‘Mr. Lincoln, you have made a great mistake,’’ said one
of his hearers, sorrowfully.

‘“Thetime will come,”’ said Mr. Lincoln, “when youwill
think this ‘mistake’ the wisest thing I have herefofore® said.”
XX7. IN FRIENDLY DEBATE

‘i’he attention of both political parties was turned to the
campaign that was thus opened in Illinois. A challengd®
was sent by Lincoln to Douglas to discuss the questions
of the day in a series of joint debates. Douglas accepted,
and seven meetings in different parts of tho state were
arranged for.

Never in the history of our country has such another
political duel” been fought. When the day came at any
particular place for one of these debates, the people
assombled in crowds from all the surrounding country.
Farmers left their harvest-fields, mechanics® closed their
shbps, merchants locked their storer. Theroads for miles
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874 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

—

were crowded with men on foot, men on horseback, men.
in wagons, They came, bringing their provision! and
camping by the roadside or on the open prairie. There
were banners? and brass bands without numboar; there were
rbonfires® and paradest and much shouting and swaggering®;
but the uppermost wish in the mind of every one was to
hear what the two great leaders had to say.

At the first meeting twenty thousand eager listeners were
present. Mur. Douglas came with his friends by railroad,
in a special car decorated® with flags. His arrival was
heralded” by a cannon and a brass band. Mr. Lincoln
came alone, without display of any kind. At four of the
meetings Mr. Douglas opened and closed the debats; at
three that privilege® was accorded to Mr. Lincoln.

“I take great pleasure,’’ said Douglas, ‘‘in saying that
I have known personally and infimately®, for about a quar-
ter of a contwry, the worthy gentlemnan who has been
nominated for my place; and I will say that I regard him
as a kind, amiadle’, and intelligent gentloeman,—a good
citizen and an honorable opponent'*. And whatevor may
be the issue I may have with him, it will be of principle
and not of personalities.”

And so the debates throughout were conducted in a
friendly manner, as by two gentlemen, cach saying that
which he honestly believed to be just and true. Never,
perhaps, were debaiers'® more equally matched'® and at the
same time so different in thoss qualities which ordinarily
attract the multitude. €

Lincoln was forty-nine years old; Douglas was thres
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373 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

yvoarsyounger. Lincoln wastall and gaunt, witha massive!
head, a rough shaven face, shaggy® eyebrows, and a sad,
homely counfenance® alveady scamed? and wrinked®. Doug-
las was small of sfafure®, his head was covered with a rank
erowth of grizzled” hair; his face, beaming® with intelligence,
marked him as a man of power; his eyes were piercingly?
bright; his feature. were rsgular, handsome, and attractive.

In speaking, Lincoln excelled® in clearness of statenieni!!,
simplicity'?, and pusrity of language; everything that he
said was full of meaning, and he said 1o mo-e than was ne-
ces:ary to make his argumentst* complete. Douglas was bold
and dashing; he never wanted for a word; he hesitated at
nothing; he had the cunning'® of one trained to deception's;
his very mannor compelled his hearers to belicve him.

To the country people who flocked to hear them, Lincoln
was ‘“‘Old Abe”” or “‘IHonest Abe’” of %pringﬁeld‘, Doug-
las was the ”thtlo Giant of Illinois.’

It would be out of place for us to try to repsat what
was said in those great debates. The subject was neces-
sarily slavery; the central question was the extension of
slavery. The Republicans of I1linois were not Abolition.
ists; they wou'ld have scorned any proposition to give the
negroes of the South their freedom; but for the peace
and safety of the cotintry as a whole, they were resolvad
to do all that was possible to confine!” slavery within the
states where it thon existed.

Douglas declared that the Democratic parby was com-
posed of men in ever _,r p‘lrt of the Union, and was thore-
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878 ABRAHAM LINCULN

fore national; the ‘‘Black Republicans,” as he nicknamed
his opponents, were sectional, and would not be permitted
'to carry their doctrine into the South. Lincoln answerel
by saying: ‘‘Are we to believe, then, that it is slavery
which is national, and freedom which is sectionalf Or is
- it the true test of the soundness! of a doctrine that in some
places people won’t let you proclaim? ity’’ ‘
Lincoln quoted that passage in the Daclaration of Inde-
pendence which asserts that ‘‘all men are created equal.’”’
Douglas said that ‘‘the signers of the declaration had no
reforence to the negro, or any.other inferior or degraded?®
race,’ and that they meant “‘oaly white men of European
birth and descent’.”” Lincoln answered that the plain inten-
tion of the signers was to include all men, whether white or
black; “‘but they did not mean to declare all men equal in
all vespects—in color, size, intellect, moral development, so-
cial capacity’.”” They were epual “only in certain inalien-
able® rights” —life, liberty, and the pursuit’ of happiness.
Douglas declaimed against the coursz of the Abolition-
ists, who, inorder to carry out their own aims, were stirring
up feelings of hatred toward the South. Linecoln declared
that he was concerned only with slavery, and that he had no
ill feelings nor prejudices® toward Southern men and women
who were the owners of slaves.  ““They are just what we
should he in their situation. If slavery did not now exist
among them, they would not introduce it. If it did now
exish among us, we should not instantly give it up.”
Douglas insisted® upon his doctrine of Popular Sov-
ereignty, that the “‘voters.in every territory should have
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880 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

the right to say whether slavery should exist with them or
not.”’  Tincoln retorted by saying that the Dral Scott
decision had declared that slavery was already in the
territory, and that it might be carried into any part of the
Union without the consent of the voters.

Tho debates attracted the attention of the whole coun-
try. Soon it became plain to everyboby that Lincoln was
getting the better of Douglas. Long before the last speech
was made, Douglas himself felt that he was worsted. He
‘lost his sclf-control'; he became pecvish? and fretful’; his
voice failed; he feared that disaster was before him. But
Lincoln, conscious of victory, was as calm as ever; his
speech was as temperatet, his manners as gentle, his words
as clear as at the beginning.

When the elections were held, the Republicans polled
four thousand votes more than the Democrats; but the
districts of the state were so divided that the now legis-
lature contained a majority of Democrats. Douglas,
although beaten in argument, would be returned to the
United States Senate.

Lincoln was disap;ointed. o be a senator of the
United States was an honor which he had long hoped for.
To be defeated, after so manful a strugegle, was indeed
disheariening®.

“Well, Lincoln,” said one of his friends on the day after
ihe election, ‘“‘how do vou feel to he beaten by the Little
Giantt”’

‘1 suppose, ’ answered Lincoln, “that I feel very much
like the overgrown boy who stumped his toe.”

“IHow was that(”’
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332 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

“Well, whon 3ome one asked him how he felt, he said
that he was hurt to0 bad to lawgh and was too big to cryt.”’

He had gained much more by the contest?, however, than
any one supposed. Printed accounts of the debates had
been given in all the newspapers of the North. They
were talked about from Maine to California. 'T'he name of
Abraham Lincoln, hitherto known only in Illinois, was
now famous throughout the entire country. He had
made the first direct step toward the presidency. ‘‘The
campaign of 1860 will be worth a hundred of this,” he
said; and no matter what he may have meant by the
remark, he was right.

XXII. FANATICAL® JOHN BROWN

Among the Northern emigrants who went carly to Kan.-
sas there was a sturdy old antislavery agitator whose name
was John Brown. John Brown had hated slavery all his
life. He was just the sort of man which the Southern
people pictured in their minds when they spoke the word
‘abolitionist.”” He was willing to- do anything, suffer
anything, if thereby he could deal a blow* to slavery.
For twenty years his life had been devoted to the one
idea of giving freedom to the black men of the South:

With five of his sons, stalwart® men, asfearless as himself,
he made his home in the neighborhood of Osawatomie,
and became at once a leader among the free-state settlers.
Soon after the pillaging® of the town of Lawrence five pro-
slavery men were brutally’ murdered by a party of unknown
free-state men. * It was claimed, whether justly or not, that
the Browns were in the party, and two of the sons were
arrested®.  The oldest was taken in charge by a company of
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384 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

United States eavalry' and, with his armséied? behind him,
was driven on foot at a rapid sate’ across the prairie, while
the hot sun baat down upon his uneoivered head. Bofore
reaching the end of the journey he was insane!. Another .
one of the sons was waylaid and killed, and his bleeding
body was thrown into the door of his father’s cabin.

Whether these terrible doings crazed® the mind of old
John Brown, no one can tell. But a few years later he
undertook an enterprise® which only a madman or a fanatic’
would have thought of. He had brooded over the subjoct
so long that he was persuaded that Heaven had chosen
him as an instrument’ to destroy slavery. To his mind the
only way to do this was to wage war upon the slavoholders.
Ife therefore formed a plan to invade® the South, stir up
an insurrection'® among the negroes, lay waste'* the planta-
tions, and in the end make all the slaves free. He was
foolish eiough to believe that the negroes everywhero
would rally'? to his aid.

With eighteen men, six of whom were colored, he
crossed the Potomac River at Harpers Ferry, Virginia,
and seized upon the United States assenal'® there. IHe
captured one slaveholder, and took possession of the arms
in the arsenal. The citizens rallied to the defense of the
town. Theinvaders were hemnred® in, several were killed,
and the rest were obliged to take sefuge'® in a little building
called the engine houss. The news was telegraphed to
all parts of the country. Colonel Robert E. Lec of the
United States army was hurriedly sent from Washington
with a company of marines'®, and within twenty-four hours
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the disturbance was at an end. ‘

John Brown, severely wounded with saber! cuts and bay-
onet? thrusts, was taken prisoner with five of his men.  Four
of the band eseaped; the rest had been killed in the fight.-

The prisoners were hastily brought to trial hefore a
Virginia court. Brown was ably defended by counsel®
from Massachusetts. DBut the fact that he and his men
had made an nrmed invasion* of the state, that they had
seized upon public property, and that they had caused the
death of five Virginians, could not be disputed. They
were quickly convicted® and sentenced® to death.

Whatever may be thought of John Brown’s sanity” or of
the righteousness® of his cause, his conduet during his last
days in prison was truly heroie. Iven his bitterest ene-
mies were compelled to admire his courage. ‘‘I can leave
to God,’’ he said, ‘‘the time and manner of my death; for
I believe now that the sealing® of my festimony'® before
God and man with my blood will do far more to further
the cause to which I have devoted myself, than anything
else I have done in my life.”

““How do you fustify'* your acts?’’ asked Senator Mason
of Virginia.

I hold,”’ answered the old man, ““that the golden rule,
‘Do unlo'? others as 9¢'® wolud that others should do unto
vou,’ applies to all who would help others to gain their
liberty. The cry of distress of the oppressed is my reason,
and the only thing that prompted!* ms to come heve. . . .
I wish to say, furthermore, that you had better—all you
people ab the South-—pxepmro yoms“lvea for a settlement
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388 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

of this question, that must come up for settlemtent sooner
than you are prepared for it.”’

Governor Wise, who had come up from Richmond with
a body of Virginia militia, was much impressed by his
bearing. “IHe is a man,” said the governor, ‘‘of clear
head, of courage and fortitude'; and he inspired® me with
great trust in his dafegrity® as a man of truth.””

Wendell Piillips, the great antislavery leader, said of
him, ‘‘He has abolished slavery.’’

James Russell Lowell, the poes, wrote of him:—

“pPruth forever on the scafoldi,
Wrong forever on the throne;
et t-ha§ seaffold sways’ the future,
And behind the dim unknown,
Standeth God within the shadow,
Keeping watch above His own.”

Tha people of tha South werz alarmed bayond measure.
They did not know—thay would no: Deliove—that John
Brown was the sole mover of the dreadful business, and
that it would end with him, They imagined that there
was a general conspiracy® throughout the North, and that
other companies of Abolitionists were preparing to invade
tho slave states with *‘whetted” knives of butchery®. We
can imagine their feelings by supposing our own =tate fo
be suddenly invaded by a band of anerchists® intent upon
destroying whatever came in their way, with the possibility
that other bands were secretly making ready to join them,

'The militia was put under arms. Calls were issued for
volunteers to aid in defending the South from Nerthern
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invasion. Ix-President' Tyler, from his plantation, wrote:
‘“Virginia is arming’ to the tecth. More than fifty thou-
sand stand of arms are already distributed®. But one sen-
timent® pervadest the country: security in the Union, or
separation.’”’

Many prominent antislavery men in the North expresse.l
their sympathy with John Brown, and this only increased
the apprehension® of the South. But the cooler-headed®
men of the Republican party refused to indorse’ his course.
While they sefrained® from abusing Brown himself, they
condemned® all unlawful attempts to interfere with slavery.

William H. Seward, then theleader of the party,declared
that the 7aid'® on Harpers Ferry ‘‘was an act of treason'®,
and criminal in just the extent that it affected the public
peace and was destructive'? of human happiness and life.”

Abraham Lincoln compared it to ‘‘the many attempts
in history at the assassination'® of kings and emperors,”’
which have ended in little else than in the execution't of
the assassin'®.

On the other hand, Stephen A. Douglas expressed it as
his “firm and deliberate'® conviction that the Harpers
TFerry crime was the natural, logical'?, inevitable'® result of
the doctrines and teachings of the Republican party.”
-And Jefferson Davis declared that this “invasion of a state
by a murderous gang'® of Abolitionists’’ was but the natural
outcome® of a recent speech of William H. Seward in which
it was assorted that ‘‘an drrepressidle®® conflict’”’ already
c\hted botween freedom and slavery.
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392 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Whether Joh:t Brown’s fanatical! act had any influence
toward hastening the end of slavery, no man can tell.
But it cortainly aroused the people of the South as they
had not been aroused before; it gave to designing® poli-
ticians the means of inflaming the minds of ignorant men
and stirring up an intense hatred of the North; and it
was added to the long list of grievances which at last
afforded to the Southern states the excuse to secede® from
the Union.

XXIII. ELOQUENCE AT COOPER UNION*

About two months aftor the end of the iragedy® at
Harpers Ferry, My. Lincoln was invited to visit the ast-
February ™ states and make a few speeches on the ques-
tion which was then uppermost in the minds of

1860 all thinking men. His firstand greatest speech
was made in the hall of Cooper Union in Naw York City.

He was known as “Aba Lincoln,’’ the man from the
uncultured West who had out-argued® the Little Giant of
Illinois. People were cusrious’ to hear what he would say;
they were curious to see what sort of man it was who
had come out of the backwoods to tell them what they
already knew. Many scholars, politicians, and critics
werc present at the meeting, scarcely expecting to hear
anything but queer stories, coarss jokes, and the rude ora-
tory of a stump speaker. Most of the great audience had
come together much as they would have come to see ‘‘the
wild man of Borneo’’ and hear him discuss philosophy®.

Atthe appointed hour, William Cullen Bryant, the post,
arose from his seat on the platform and intreduced the
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394 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

speaker. 'T'hat which followed is best described in the
words of one who was present:—

““He was tall, tall—oh, how tall, and so angulas and
awkward that I had, for an instant?, a feeling of pity for so
ungainly a man. His clothes were black and ll-fitting®,
badly wrinkled—as if they had been jammed* carclessly
into a small trunk. His bushy head, with the stiff black
hair thrown back, was balanced on a long and lean head-
stalk, and when he raised his hands in an opening gestusée®,
I noticed that they were very large.

‘“He began in a very 10w tone of voice—as if he wore
use 1 to speaking outdoors and was afraid of speaking too
loud. He said, ‘Mr. Cheerman’ instead of ‘Mr. Chair-
man,’ and employed many other words with an old-
fashioned pronunciation. I said to myself: ‘Old fellow,
you won’t do. It’s all very well for the wild West, but
this will never go down in New York!’

‘‘But pretty soon he began to got into his subjoct; he
straightened up, and made rogular and graceful gestures.
His face lighted as with an inward fire; the whole man
was transfigurzd®. 1 forgot his clothes his personal appear-
ance, and his individual® peculiarities’. Presently, forget-
ting myself, I was on my feet with the rest, yolling like a
wild Indian, cheering this wonderful man. In the close
parts of his argument, you could hear the gontle sizzing®
of the gas burners'’®>. When he reached a climastl, the
thunders of applause were torrific.

‘It was a great speech. When I came out of the hall,
my face glowing with excitement and my frame all
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a-quirver', a friend, with his eyes aglou?, asked me what
I thought of Aba Lincoln, the rail splitter. I said, ‘He’s
the greatest man since St. Paull” And I think so vet.”

It was, indeed, one of the greatest speeches ever hoard -
in any part of our country. Everybody that listened to
it was astonished. Tverybody was pleased. No college
graduate of the cultured East, no orator trained in the
halls of Congress, could have delivered a speech so
scholarly, so calm, so dignified’, so convincing. It was
brief, but it scemed to leave nothing more to be said. It
roaviewed the whole subject of slavery in the territories.
Its arguments against the extension of slavery were so
conclusivet that no man has ever bzen able to reply to
them.  “Let us have faith,”’ said Mr. Lincoln at the end,
—Jot us have faith that right makes might; and in that
faith, let us to the end dare to do our duty as we under-
stand it.”’ . _

The speech was published the next day in all the New
York papers. Mr. Lincoln had won the esteem® of the
most thoughtful men in the East. They said to him at
parting, ‘“‘Be true to your principles, and we will be true
to you, and God will be true to us all.”’

And he answered: ‘I say Amen® to that! Amen to
that!”’
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BOOK THE THIRD—PERFORMANCE

I. “ABRAHAM LINCOLN,; THE
RAII, CANDIDATE"”’

N the 10th of May the Republicans of Illinois wore
holding a state convention at Decatur. The great
hall, prepared for the octasion, was filled with delegates®
and enthusiastic party men from every county

1860 in the state. The governor of Illinois was the
chairman of the conuventiond.

‘‘Gentlemen,’’ said he, “‘there is with us at this meoting
a distinguished citizen whom the people of our state delight
to honor. I take pleasure in suggesting that he be invited
to a place on the platform.”’

At once, amid a tumult of applause‘ a ’mll man, dressed
in an ill-fitting suit of black, was lifted over the heads of
the crowd and passed along on the upraised® hands of the
delegates to the speakers’ stand®. It was Abraham Lincoln.
As he regained his feet” and stood up beafore the conven-
tion, every man present arose and shouted, and shouted,
and shouted, until it seemed that the storm of applause
would never en¢. At length, when there was a slight lul?
in the tumult, the governor spoke again:—

“Gentlemen, T am informed that there is an old Demo-
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400 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

crat waiting outside of the hall, who has somsething that he
wishes {o present to this convention.”

‘Lot hiim come in! Tet him come in!” shouted the
delegates. _

A side door near the platform was opened, and an old
Illinois farmer, wrinkled and sunbrowned® and gray-
bearded?, came in. It was John Hanks—the same John
Hanks who, thirty years before, had persuaded Thomas
Lincoln to emigrate to Illincis. On_ his shoulder he
carried two weatherworn® fonce rails, above which was a
small banner bearing these words:—

ABRAHAM LINCOLN

The Rail Candidate
For President in 1860

Two rails from a lot of 3000 made in 1830
by John Hanks and Abe Lincoln

The scene that followed cannot be described. ‘The con-
vention was wild with enthusiasm. TFor many minutes the
delegates continued shouting, stamping their feet, and
waving their hats, utterly forgetful of order. At length
they bacame quiet from very exhaustion!, and Mr. Lincoln
in his half4imid manner began to speak:—

“I suppose I am expected to reply to that,”” he said.
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402 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

“I cannot say whether I made those rails or no!, but I am
quite sure I have made a great many just as good.”

And then, before saying anything about politics, he gave
a little account of the first year that he had spent in-
Ilinois, and of his helping his father build his cabin
and plant his first crop of corn.

The men of the convention knew that he could do other
things besides split rails. They resolved that Abraham
Lincoln was the man whom the Republicans of Illinois
would support for the presideney of the United States.

II. BALLOTING AT CHICAGO

A week later, theé national convention of the Republican
party met at Chicago. A great building, called the
“Wigwam,”’ had been put up expressly for the meeting.
Twenty-five thousand strangers were in the city, which
then contained only one hundred thousand inhabitants,
Delegates were there from every free state and from the
slave states of Delaware, Maryland, Virginia, Kentucky,
and Missouri.

The principles which the party was pledged to support
were briefly stated!:i—

““The natural condition of the territories is freedom.
© “No lawmaling power? in the country can create® slavery
where it does not now exist.

““Kansas ought to be immediately admitted as a free
state,

‘“The opening of the slave trade would be a crime
against huwinandtyt.’’
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404 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

The chief work to be done by thoe convention was to
name a candidate for the presidency of the United States.
There were many able men in the party who were anxious
to b2 chosen and who had powerful friends to urge their
namination.

Itoremost among these was William H. Seward of New
York. e wasthe acknowledged leader of the Republican
party  He had been the governor of the greatest state in
the Union. e had been in the United States Senate for
nearly twolve years. By nature' and training® he was a
leader of men. Ile represented the wealth and culture of
the Ilastern states.

Idward Bates of Missouri, an accomplished® lawyer and
friend of free labor, was favored by several men of influence
in the Tast. e would attract votes from the South. If
the Republican party shou'd nominate him, a Southern
man, it could no longer be accused® of bsing purely®
sectioal. :

A part of the Pennsylvania delegation named Simon
Cameron.. He was a shrewd® politician and bold partisan’,
but wrongfully suspscted at that time of having too much
spmpathy with the South. 4

The Ohio delsgation named Salmon P. Chase, a life-
long enemy of slavery, and formerly a leader of the
Liberty party. He was descended® from a long line of
worthy ancestor.?, and raprasented the higher culture and
intelligence of the West. Ife had been a senator of the
United States, and had been twice elected to the governor-
ship of Obio.
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406 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

The Tllinois delegation named Abraham Lincoln.

Throughout the country it was generally supposed that
Seward would bs the choice of the convention. His
friends made use of every means to secure his nomination.
Thoy paraded the streets with banners and brass bands,
yelling', “Hurrah® for Seward!’”’ They hired men to
stand in different parts of the Wigwam and yell every
time Seward’s name was mentioned. At the hotels, on
the street corners, everywhere, they seemed to be the
majority.

On the third day the balloting began. The excitement
was intens2. As cach candidato was named, his friends
filled the hall with deafening® applause. When the name
of Abraham Lincoln was spoken, an Illinois man stand-
ing on the platform began to wave a white handker-
chief*. TInstantly, at each end of the Wigwam,  there
began a roar of shouts such as had never before been
heard in Chicago. Thousands of men joined in the
shouting; thousands of women waved their handkerchiefs
and clapped® their hands; it was plain that the friends
of the ‘‘rail splitter’’ could cheer as lustily® as the hired
shouters’ for Seward.

The first ballot showed that the fight was to bo batween
Seward and Lincoln and no others. Seward recsived
173% votes, Lincoln 102; the remaining 189} votes wore
sceattored among several persons. As there were 465
delogates, it was necessary that the successful candidate
should receive at least 233 votes, or more .than half of
the entire number.

A socond ballot was taken. This time Seward gained
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408 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

cleven votes; but Lincoln gained seventy-nine. The
white handkerchief was again waved from the platform,
and again the vast hall was filled with the.thunders of
applause. There was a general movement among the
delegates. The friends of Seward were beginning to lose
heart. ‘
A third ballot, and Lincoln had 2314 votes. The,
leader of the Ohio delegation sprang to his feet. ‘‘Ohio,”
cried he, “‘changes four votes from Chase to Lincoln.”
That settled the matter. Immediately there were other
changes; and when the’ vote was announced, Lincoln had
254 votes.

If the enthusiasm had been great before, it was now
ovrwhelming'.  “‘Such o scene as was presented,” says
one who was there, “had never hefore been witnessed?
at a convention. A herd of buffaloes® or lions could
not have made o wmore tremendoust roaring.”” Cries of
“Hurrah for Old Abe!” “Hurrah for the rail splitter!”
“Hurrah for Lincoln!” were drowned in the general
uproar; and the shouts of tens of thousands attested
the general satisfaction that a man so worthy and so
strong had been chosen to be the party’s candidate for
President.

*
* *

In the untidy® oftice of the Springfield Journal, where
the air was odorous® with printer’s ink, sat Abraham
Lincoln. He tilted his chair hack against the wall; he
was 4ll at eause’, anxious, and silent. Two or three
fuendly lawyers were ])183°llt .spcculatmg on what was
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410 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

going on at Chicago. The editor of the Journal was
leaning over his desk; a few loafers' were lounging® about
the door.

The messenger® from the telegraph office ran in with an
open mes age in his hand. Lincoln read it silently, and
then handed it to his friend, the editor. There was a
moment of hearty congratulation!. The news spread. A
crowd was gathering. Shouts were heard in the street,
“ITurrah for Honest Abe!’’

“There is a little woman down the street,’’ said Lincoln,
““who will be pleased to know about this. I think I will
go and tell her.”

III. REVOL?® AT CHARLESTON

Let us go back three wecks in our story.

On the 23d of ‘April the Democratic party held
its nat'onal convention in Charleston, South Carolina.

.Delegatzs were there from ecvery state in the

1860 Union. Most of those from the North now
saw slavery for the first time. They visited the slave
markets; th2y saw human beings bought and sold; they
saw how great wealth had besn accumulated® through the
sweat and toil of unpaid laborers; they formed their own
opinions of Southern prosperity, and determined to vote
accordingly.

The convention met in a small hall; not many
strangers came from other parts of the country to hurrah
for their favorite candidate; there was no Doisterous
cheering’?, for every one presant felt that a crisis was at
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412 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

hand.

TFive days were spent in framing a declaration of
principles. On the fifth day, Senator Yancey of Ala-
bama, the most eloquent orator of the South, delivered
a powerful speech in defense of the claims of his own
people. It was addressed mainly {o the delegates from
the North. ““You acknowledged,”’ he said, ‘‘that sla-
very does not exist by the law of nature or by the law
of God—that it only exists by state law; that it is wrong,
but that vou are not to blame'. If you had taken the
position directly that.slavery was right, and therefore
ought to be, you would have triumphed, and antislavery
would now have been dead in your midst. . . . When
I was a schoolboy in the North, Abolitionists were pelted?
with soffen® eggs. But now this band of Abolitionists
has spread into three bands—the Black Republicans,
the I'ree-soilers, and the squatier-sovereignty men—
all representing the common sentiment that slavery is
wrong.”’ ‘

Immediately Senator Pugh of Ohio, the stanck friend*
of Stephen A. Douglas, sprang to his feet. He thanked
God that a true son of the South had spoken out boldly
and told the whole truth regarding the wishes of Southern
Democrats. ““You demand,’’ said he, ‘‘that we of the
North shall say that slavery is right and ought to be
cxtended. Gentlemen of the South, you mlstcmke us—
vou mistake us: we will not do it.”

On the eighth day o platferm of princivles® which had
been suggested and sanclioned® by Stephen A. Douglas
was'proposed The deleg&tes from the Northern states
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414 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

voted for it; thoss from the Southern states voted against
it. It was adopted.

The leader of the delegation from Alabama protested
that the platform did not express the wishes of the South;
and every delegate from his state arose and left the hall.
They were followed by the delegations from Mississippi,
Louisiana, South Carolina, Florida, Texas, and Arka-sas,
all protesting that the rights of the South had been
‘invaded, trampled* upon.

It was a solemn® moment. The great Democratic party
that, with the exception of a fow brief years, had con-
trolled our government for half a century, was rent n
twain®, The Northern delegates were alarmed. Some
oven shed tears. -¢‘Is this the first aet in the breaking
up of the Union of statest’’ they asked of one another.

The best men of the South were stricken with dismay.
“The seceders from the convention,’’ said Alexander H.
Stephens of Georgia, ‘‘intended from the beginning to
rule or ruin; and when they find they cannot rule, they
will ruin. . . . In less than twelve months we shall be in
a war, and that the bloodiest in history. Men seem to
be utterly blinded to the future.”

The delegates who remained in the convention tried
nexi to select a candidate for the presidency. They
balloted for three days without reaching an agreement.
Then they adjourned* to meaot again in June, in the city of

Baltimore,

*
» *

But in Baltimore the wrangling®. was renewed. Some of
the delegates who had scceded at Charleston were in the
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418 ABRAHAYM LINCOLN

city, bub they took mo part' in the convention. The
delegates from Virginia and from most of the other slave
states withdrew. Those who remainel then proceeded
to select a candidate for the presidency. On the second
ballot they chose Stephen A. Douglas of Illinois.

The Southern delegates met in another hall. Tivery-
thing had been arranged beforehand?. They adopted a
platform in accordance with tho wishes of the slavehold-
ing politicians of their states. They nominated John C.
Breckenridge of Kentucky as their candidate for the
presidency.

In the- meanwhile, the remnants® of the old Whig
party, with some others who thought that the best way
to deal with slavery was to say mnothing about it, met
also in convention at Baltimoro. Some of thesec men
were from the North, some were from the South, and
every one was a patriot. Their platform was, “The
Constitution of the country, the Union of the states, and
the enforcement of the laws.’” The called themsslves
the Union party, and nominated John Bell of Tennessece
for President. '

There were, therefore, in the field four partieé and four
candidates for the presidency. And the great question
that divided the people was thé question of slavery. “If
the Republicans elect their candidate,”’ said the slavehold-
ing politicians, ‘‘all hopes of the South regaining hor
power will be gbne, and the Southern states must secede!
from the Union.”

““What is to become of us then,’’ said Alexander H.
Stephens, ‘‘God only knows.”
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418 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

IV. A GLOOMY PROSPECT

Election day came and passed off quietly. The result
was as everybody had foreseen. Abraham Lincoln was
chosen to be the noxt President of the United States.
The Republicans had carried every Northern state except
New Jorsey.

““T'his is a great viectory,”’ wrote the poét Longfellow.

v 1t is the redemption' of the country. Freedom is
triumphant.”

In South Carolina, a full month before the election, the
governor and political leaders had put everything in
readiness for socession. ‘‘Southorn rights atall hazards?!”’
was the cry. The state was aflame® with the idea of inde-
pendence from the Union.

‘When the news came that Lincoln was elected, there
was much rejoicing. “‘It is better thus,”’ said the politi-
cians. ““Our people will never consent to be ruled by a
Black Republican.”” And throughout the South the word
was passed among the common people that the newly
elected President, “‘Old Abe,’’ was not only a Black Re-
publican, but that he had black blood in his veinst. It was
even asserled® and believed that he was not a human being®,
but a sort of trained gorilla’ which the Abolitionists had
put forward in order to humiliate® the South and carry out
their own selfish designs®. 'This monster'®, it was said,
whom the Black Republicans had raised to the presidency,
was pled jed' not only to give freedom to the slaves but to
give to cvery ‘‘nigger'?’’ equal rights with white men.

>
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420 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

“Will you submit' to be ruled by such a creaturs?”
they were asked. :

“Noaver! Never!”’ was the reply.

At Charleston, six wecks after the election, a state con:
vention was called. Men and women were wild with
enthusiasm. The leaders in the convention marched in a
body to St. Michaol’s chusrchyard?, and stading around the
grave of John C. Calhoun, took a solemn oath® to give
their fortunest and their lives, if need b, in d>fense of the
doctrine of States’ Rights. A resolution was passed, de-
claring that South Carolina dissolved all connection with
the United States, and that she was, and by right ought
to be, a free and independent state. Cannon boomed,
men shouted, women wavad their handkerchiefs, and the
palmetto® flag of South Carolina was unfurled® to the broaz>.

TFrom the White Houso at Washington James Buchinan
watched the course of evanis. TI: had yet nearly three
months to serve as President of the United Statss. e saw
the country divided, our flag dishonored, the Union crumb-
ling™ 10 pieces. ‘‘I have no power to interfere,” he said.
And it was, perhaps, with a feeling of secret satisfaction that
he believed himsalf to be the last President of the republic
of which Washington had been the first. Anarmy of South
Carolinians was threatening the forts® of the United States
in Charleston harbor. ‘I have no power to interfere,”’ he
said. How different from Andrew Jackson and his stern
declaration, “The Union must be praserved!”

The advisers'® of the President were either Southern men
or Northeramea with Southern sympathies. T'he Secretary
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422 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

9

of the Treasury, who was a Georgian, contrived! by o series
of financial blunders® to destroy the eredit® of the United
States, thus leaving the treasury empty. The Secretary of
War, who was a Virginian, took measures to disarm? the
iree states by removing the guns and other weapons from
the national arsenals and sending them to the South.
The Secretary of the Navy, who was from Connecticut,
scattered our ships of
war in distant seas, so
that his successor would:
be long in calling them
to the aid of the gavern-
ment.

In one of the rooms
in the capitol at Wash-
ington, six United States
senators arranged a plan
for seizing all the forts
and government property
in the Gulf states®, and
| prepared an address to
the people of those states,

Jettegion, eV urging them to follow
South Carolina and secede from the Union. And James
Buchanan, sitting with folded hands® in the White House,
said, ‘I have no power to interfere!’’

Soon Florida seceded, and then Alabama, Mississippi,
Georgia, Louisiana, and Texas. Delegates from these
states met at Montgomery, in Alabama, and formed a
new government which they called the Confederate States
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d24 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

of America. They adopted a constitution similar to that
of tho United States, but recognizing and protecting
slavery. They chose Jefferson Davis to be president,
and Alexander H. Stephens to be vice president of the
confederacy.

A glorious future is before us,”’ said Jefferson Davis
““The grass will grow in the Northern cities where the
pavements' have been worn off by the tread? of commerce.
We will carry war where food for the sword and torch®
await our armies in the densely* peopled cities.”

And in the North there were multitudes of men who were
ready to forget their own interests, neglect their duty to
their country, and bid the confederacy® “God speed®!”’

“If the great body of the Southern people wish to
escape from the Union, we will do our best to forward
their views,’’ said Horace Greeley, the Republican leader.

“If there is to be fighting, it will be within our own
borders and in our own streets,”’ said ex-President Frank-
lin Pierco of New Hampshire.

“ Denunciations’ of slavery and the slave power are
acts of injustice to our fellow-citizens of the South and
must be frowned® down by a just and law-abiding® peo-
ple,” said the mayor of Philadephia.

“Let the Southern states secede from the Union if
they choose; and I propose that the city of New York
shall follow them,’’ said the mayor of New York.

“Tot us compromise with the South before it is too
late,”’ said the Republicans of Boston.

The South was jubilant'® confident, fearless. T'he North
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426 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

wasg in despair, wavering, almost ready to ery, ‘‘Mercy!”’
almost willing to do anything that was required.

And James Buchanan , sitting with folded hands in the
White House, dicta'ed* a proclamation? to the people of the
United States, appointing a day for humiliation® and prayer.

A little steamer, the Star of tho West, carrying the United
States Hlag, was about to enter Charleston harbar with provi-
sions* and supplies for the soldiersinthe forts. Shewasfired
upon by South Carolina cannoncers® and forced to retire.

“Your flag has been insulted®!” cried Southern brava-
does’. ‘‘Redress® it if youdare. You have submitted to it
for two months, and you will submit to it forever.”

And James Buchanan sat in "the White House and said,
“I have no power to interfere.””

All along the Gulf coast the (,onf(,demteb took posses-
sion of the forts; they hauled down the American flag and
hoisted® “their own; they ssized the arsenal at Baton
Rouge; they demanded that a revenue cutter'® stationed at
New Orleans should be surrendered! to the state.

President Buchanan had been obliged to select a new
Secretary of the Treasury, and he had chosen John A.
Dix, an old Democrat of New York. And it -was then
that Mr. Dix sent flashing over the wires!? to New Orleans
that famous dispatch, ““‘If any man attempts to haul down
the American flag, shoot him on the spot.”

That telegram was the first sign of fighting temper yet
shown in the North. Those few ringing words stirred up
dying patriotism, they aroused enthusiasm, they kindled"®
courage Men ‘twoke from their stuposts.
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428 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

“Hurrah for the old flag!” was the shout that went up
from Maine to California. ‘‘I'he American flag shall nol
be hauled down!’’

And the tide began to turn.

V. HEART AND HEAD

Where was Abraham Lincoln during these days of
umultt and doubt?  He was not in his law oftice; he was
not at home with his family; he was not in any

1861 of the places where his friends were accustomed
to see him. In a little room over a store, the door locked
behind him, he sat alone, writing his inaugure! address*
and pondering® upon the momentous issuest which he alone
was io solva. '

No man felt the gravity® of the situation so deeply as he.
Although chosan to be the leader of the nation, he seemed
to stand alone. Men of his own party were ashamed of
the enthusiasm which had brought about his election.
“Why did we vote for that rail splitter of Illinois and
bring all this trouble upon the countryi’’ they asked them-
selves. ‘

Men whom he might have expected to sympathize
with him were his enemies. ‘“Who is this huckstes® in
politicst Who is this slave hound’ of Illinois?”’ sneerel
Wendell Phillips, the leader of the Abolitionists.

But Abraham Lincoln never faltered®. He had sct his
face toward the goal®, and he was resolved not to swerve'®
trom the right though the heavens should fall.

The time came for him to go to Washington. He bado
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430 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

his {fridnds at Springfield good-by. ‘A great duty de.
volves upon me,’’ he said, “‘a grdater duty, perhaps, than
has devolved upon any other man since the days of
Washington. . . . Ihope that you, my friends, will pray
that T may receive that divine assistance® without which
1 cannot succeed, but with which success is certain.”

"This farewell specch? was telegraphed all over the North.
It was printed in the newspapers. Thoughtless people
sneered. ‘‘Old Abe himself is frightened,” they said.
“He is asking his friends to pray for him.”

Nevertheless, it is probable that a majority of the most
earnest and patriotic people of the North were ready- to
support and sympathize with the man whom they had
chosen as their standard bearer.

At all the large cities on the route great crowds of
people assembled to see Mr. Lincoln as he passed,through.
Some came to do him honor, but the multitude only to
gratify®anidle curiosityt. Ateach stopping place he made
a little address,—brief, full of meaning, and yet con-
taining no jforecast® of the policy he intended to pursue.

‘‘My heart, I know, is right,’”’ he said; ‘‘but the future
must decide whether my head is equal to the task that is
before me.”’

“But how about the South? Are we going to have
war?”’ asked the timid-hearted.

‘“There is no necessity for it,”’ answered Lincoln. I
am not in favor of such a course; and I may say in ad-
vance® that there will ba no bloodshied unless it be forced
upon the government, and then it will be compelled to act.
in self-dofense.”
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432 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

VI. AB%AHAM LINCOLN, PRESIDENT

The 4th of March came—the day for the inaugura-
tion. In Washington the morning broke clear and «ool,
_the peace that veigned in'air and sky giving no
1861 token of the storm and tumult in men’s minds.
Threats had been openly made that Mr. Lincoln should
never take the oath of offico. The city was full of his
enemios. Timid, wiclding' politicians from the North—
“‘doughfaces?,”’ as they were nicknamed®—conferred with
Southern sympattizers as to somo means of preventing
the inauguration.

But General Winfield Scott, the commander of the
United States army, was early at the capitol with a body
of soldiers. The police of Washington were alert! to pre-
vent every disturbance. - The friends of My, Lincoln had
rallied to the city, determined to defend him.

At the appointed hour a procession® of notable men
passed out of the Senate Chamber and ascended® to the
platform prepared for the occasion. In that procession
were the judges of the Supreme Court, the President of
the United States, the President-clect, the Vico President
and his successor, senators, congressmen, many distin-
guished foreign ministers, and governors of states. Before
and around the platform was a scething® multitude of
anxious, excited men of all classes and parties. [Flan/-
ing® the immense gathering were the soldiers under
General Scott, drawn up in arms,

When all had taken their places, Mr. Lincoln stepped
forward to read his address. He was greeted with but
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484 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

feeble applause. His enemies were many and bold. His
friends wore anxious and fearful.

The address was long, but no longer than was necessary
for a clear statement' of the problems which the country ra.
quired himtosolve. Asa mattor of course, it dea’t mainly
with the question of seeession from the Union, and much
of it was addressed to the people of the South.

““Physically® speaking,’’ he said, ‘“‘we cannot separate.
Wo cannot remove our sections from each other, or build
an impassable wall between them. . . . Is it possible to
make intercourse® nvore advantageoust after separation than
before? Can aliens® make treaties easier than friends can
make lawst

“Suppose you go to war, you cannot fight always; and
when, after much loss on both sides, and no gain on
either, you ceaso fighting, the identical® questions as to
torms of intercourse are again upon you.

““In your hands, my dissatisfied fellow-countrymen, and
not in mine, is the momentous issue.of civil war. The
government will not assatl” vou.

““You can have no conflict without being yourselves the
aggressers®.  You have no oath registered in Heaven to
destroy the government; whiler I shall have the most
golemn one to preserve, protect, and defend -it.

‘““Wo are not enemies, but friends.- We must not be
enemies. Though passion® may have strained!?, it must
not break our londs of affection®’.

“““T'he mystic*? cords'® of memory, stretching from every
battlefield and overy patriot grave to every living heart
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436 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

and fimq‘th:_ztnnc‘ all over this broad land, will yet swell? the
chorus® of the Union, when again touched, as surely they
will be, by tho better angelst of our nature.”

With these solemn ani prophetic® words the address was
brought to a close. 'T'hen the wvenerable® Chief Justice of
the United Statas, Roger B. Taney, stopped forward, and
with trembling voice administered the oath’ of oflice.

Abraham Lincoln was President of th: Unitod States,

The first to congratwlate® him was his lifelong rival?,
Stephen A. Douglas. Mr. Douglas had held the Prasi-
dent’s hat while he‘was speaking. He now grasped!® his
hand with the warmth of old-time friendship and assured
him that, no matter what might befall, he would stand by
him and aid him in upholding the Constitution and the
laws. It wasanobleact. The ‘‘Rail Splitter of Illinois"’
and the “Little Giant of the West’’ wera no longer rivals,
they were friends and fellow-workers.

But that 4th of March offered no bright promises for
the future. Tho leaders of secession in the South knew
now that if there was to be war, they thamsslves must
begin it. In the North it seemed to be a foregone'* conclu-
sion that the Union was broken up. There were many
who wero still willing to give up overything to the South.

““T'o force the Southern states to remain in the Union
would bo an act of despelism!?,”’ said William . Sewar],
the Republican.

“If the Southern states think that they ought to have
a sspara‘c goveriiment, they have a right to decide that
question without appealing'® to you or me,” said Wendell
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438 ABRAH AM LINCOLN

Phillips, the Abolitionist.

But Stephen A. Douglas, the Demouab said: “‘If tho
Southern states attempt to secede, Iam in {avor of their hayv-
ing just so many slaves, and just so much slave territory
as they can hold at the point of the bayonet!, and nomore.”

And President Lincoln, with that sad, far-away look in
his face, and with a sublime? faith that the right would
suroly prevail®, entered the Whitas Houss, and took upon
his shoulders the burden of saving the republic.

VII. MEN OF THE CABINET!

Among the men whom President Lincoln selected for his
cabinet there were four whose names are already known
to us. They were the men who had competed®

1861 with him for the nomination at Chicago.

William H. Seward, the antislavery statesman, scholar,
gentletnan, shrewd politician, was the Secretary of St-:ite.
Imperious®, proud, and scarcely concealing” his bitter disap-
pointment, he almost felt it a humiliation to take offico
under the man of the West.

Simon Cameron, the Pennsylvania leader, was tho
Secretary of War. Fearless, aggressive®, full of pluck?® and
onergy, he scemed the ideal man for the difficult duties of
that responsible position.

Salmon P. Chase, the well-born!®, accomplished governor
of Ohio, the ablest of Westera Abolitionists, was the Secre-
tary of the Treasury. Dignified'!, sedate'?, earnest, judi-
cious'®, he would be a safe counselor't and a wise manager.

Edward Bates, the ’\Iissom‘ifm, the gentlemanly law-
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440 ABRANAM LINCOLN

yer, the foe of the slave power in his own stats, was the
Attorney Generall,

The other members of the cabinet wers men of less
note. Tho Secretary of the Navy was Gideon Welles,
then scarcely known outside of New England. The
Secretary of the Interior? was Caleb B. Smith of Indiana.
The Postmaster General® was Montgomery Blair of Mary-
land, a politician of large influence in the middle South.

Every action of the new President was criticised® in the
North. Certain Republicans complained that he was
leaning toward the' Democrats. His cabine$, they said,

. contained four ex-Democrats® and only threo ex-1Whigss,

“Very well, then,” he answered, ‘‘since I mvself am
an ex-Whig, we shall be pretty well balanced.”

His friends wondered that he should have chosen his
political rivals to be his counselors. Would not jealousy
and disappointment on their part lead them to wish to
make his administration a failure? Mr. Lincoln did
net think so. He had great confidence in the sterling
character of these men.  He did not believe that they would
stoop to meanness’ in order to serve any selfish purpose.

“Gentlemon,’” he said to thom, ““it will require the ut-
most skill on tha-part of all of us to save tho republic.
Let us forget oursclves and join hands like brothers. T{
wo succeed, there will be glory enough for us all”

Some of Lincoln’s friends had expressed their fears
that Mr. Seward would attompt to dictate® to the President,
and would himself try to ascume® the control of the gov-
ernment.  Before a month had passed, theso fears were
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443 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

confirmed!. In a letter entitled, ‘“Someo Thoughts for the
President’s Consideration,’’ Mr., Seward laid out a plan for
the conduct of certain affairs, and expressed it in the
manner of a superior person dictating to a sulordinate®

Very calmly. and judiciously, and in words that could
not be misconstrued®, Mr. Lincoln gave him to understand
that the reinst of government were in the President’s own
hands, and that he proposad to keep them there. And
Mr. Seward, very wisely and graciously®, submitted to bo
second to the man whom he now recognized as both
stronger and wiser fhan himself.

VIII. LINCOLN’S FIRST CALL TO ARMS

After the inauguration there seemed to ba a brief calm
before the bursting of the storm. The South becamo
impatient bocause Jefferson Davis, the president of tho
Confederacy, did not take some decisive action®.

“Why don’t you go aheadf’’ asked the excited leaders.

The North was dissatisfied because President Lincoln
disl not immediately take steps to settle the difficulty and
either let the states go in peace or declare war upon them.

“Why don’t you go ahead?’ asked friend- and foe.

The opportunity and necessity of ‘‘going ahead’” cams
soo enough.

Of the important forts along the coasts of the scecaded
states nearly all had been taken by the Confederacy.
Fort Sumter in Charleston harbor still Hoated the Ameri-
can flag, There Major Robert Anderson, with a handful’
of soldiers, stood at his post and refused all demands to
surrendci®. The city was full of Confederate soldiers.
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444 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Batteriest were built along the shore. Cannon were placed
in position and pointed toward the fort. Still Major
Anderson refused to surrender.

On the 12th of April, General Beauregard, the Chrafed-
erate commancder, asked him to state whether he would

give up the fort immediately. Ilis supplies were
1861 exhausted®. The soldiers were eating their last
rations® of food. e answered that unless he received
other orders {rom the government he would go out on the
15th, but not ecarlier.

“Very well, thens’’ answered Beauregard, *‘within one
hour the Confederate battaries will opan fire upon you.”

The message was sent at half-past three in the morning.
At half-past four the first gun was fired upon Fort Sumter.
It was a declaration of war against the United Siates.
Those who caused it to be fired folt that this was so
They wishel it to be so.

The bombardmentt was keps up during the day and a
part of the night. The outer walls of tho fort wove bat-
tored down. Major Anderson returned the firec as he was
able; but his guns were small compared with those of the
enemy. The people of Charleston were wild with enthu-
siasm. Throughout the South the bombardment of Tort
Sumter was hatled with joy as the beginning of the end.
It was bolievad that the United States would submit with-
out any determined resistance®, and that the Confedorate
states would then be firmly established.

On the following day, April the 13th, the feeble, hali-
starved garsdson® surrenderad. The stronzest forlress” on
the South x\*lmtlc coast pls;@d into the hands of tho
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446 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Confederates.

When the news was telegraphed through the North, the
effect was wonderful. The people awoke suddenly to a
realization' of what was going on. The Union broken
up, a new government making war upon the United
States, the flag insulted and fired upon, triumphant foes
rojoicing—these things aroused the dormant® patriotism
of the nation. Men who had hitherto been willing to
let matters driﬂa as they would, understood now the great
perilt into which the country had drifted. Their fighting
spirit was aroused: there was to be no more knuckling®
down  to the South.

President Lincoln at once called for seventy-five thou.
sand volunteers to defend the government and maintain®
its laws in the South. In all the free states the call was
answered with enthusiasm. Notonly seventy-fivethousand
men offered themselves, but thousands more who could
not be accepted. Michigan alone offered fifty thousand.

“Tendays ago,’’ said the governor of lowa, ‘‘there wero
two parties in this state. T'o-day there is but one, and that
one is for the Constitution and Union uncondfitioﬁally".”

Within twenty-four hours, Illinois had forty companies
ready; within forty-eight hours, Massachusetts had a fully
equipped regiment® ready to march. Factories wore set to
work making arms and emmunition®. In every village of
the North the tap of the drum was heard. The day of
hesitation had passed; the war had bagun.

The eall wag for volunteors who would serve ninety
days. Most people bolieved that the war could not last
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448 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

longer than that. In the North it was thought that the
South would submit without much resistance. ‘“To whip
thosze slaveholders will only be a little exercise before
breakfast,’” hoasted the over-confident!.

But the South had been preparing for war long before
this. Tvery state was armed. General Beauregard was
at the head of a strong force, well-equipped and drilled.
And every Southerner believed that every Yanlee?—as
all Northerners were called—was an arrant® coward.
“One Southern soldier is a fair match for ten Yankees,”
boasted the over-confident.

Other Southern states, which had hitherto been waver-
ing, now joined the ranks of secession—Virginia, North
Carolina, Tennessee, Arkansas. The remaining slave
states, all except Delaware, not only refused to send the
troops which the President called for, but were ready at
the first favorable moment* to withdraw from the Union.

The city of Washington was in the midst of slave terri-
tory. The first object of the South would be its capture.
If that object could be attained, the success of the Con-
federacy would be assured. No one understood this bet-
tor than President Lincoln, and his first care was to
assemble a large force for the protection of the capital.

Goneral Winfield Scott, then in his sevonty-sixth year,
was the highest officer in the regular army®. I have
served my country under the flag of the Union for more
than fifty years,” he said, ‘‘and as long as God pormits
me to live, I will defond that flag with my sword, even if
my own native state assails it.”

But age and infirmities® would not permit him to take
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e

the field. The President and his cabinet deecided that
some younger man must be chosen to lead the army of the
Union. Among all the soldiets in the country they could
think of none who was braver, wiser, more trustworthy,
=1 than Robert E. Lee of
Virginia.
.~ Lee was at that time
. 2 colonel in the United
States army; he wag fifty.
four years old; his whole
life had been spent in
the service of his country.
He was descended® from
U one of the oldest and
proudest families in Vir-
ginia; his father had been
“the most trusted of the
officers in the army
of General Washington.
Robert E. Lee Robert E. Lee loved the
United States; but, like many another Southern man, he
loved his own state better. He was a Virginian, and he
helieved that his first dubty was to be loyal to Virginia.
““I cannot imagine a greaber calamity®,’” he said, ““than
the dissolution of the Uniont.”
When the command of the Union army was offered to
him, Colonel Lee hesitated. Virginia had not ve! seceded.
Jut if she did secede, could he fight against her? Could
he fight against his kinsmen and friends, all of whom were
Virginians} Most cerfainly he could not.
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452 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

Within a week the news came that Virginia had joined
the Confederacy. Colonel Lee at once sesigned! his com-
mission? in the United States army. Three days later he
was asked to take command of the Virginian troops.
“Trusting in Almighty® God and an approving conscience!,’”’
he said, ‘‘Idevote myself to the service of my native state.”

In the meanwhile, Stephen A. Douglas was doing all
that he could to awaken tho North to a sense of the great
peril which threatened the country. He hu-ried back to
11linois, making many spzeches on the way.

“Yorget party; remember only your country,” he said.
“It is our duty to protect the government and the flag
from every assailani®, be he who he may.”’ Never was
a speaker more in earnest. .

At Springfield he made his last groat appeal®. ““The
South has no caust of complaint,”” ho said. ‘“The elec-
tion of Lincoln is a mere prelext’. There can be no neu-
trals® in this war—only patriots and traitors®.”’

He allowed himself no rest. He denied'® himself sleep.
He gave all his thoughts; all his strength, to the grand
offort of arousing his countrymen to the defenss of the
Union. e overtazed' his strength. His health failed.
In Chicago he was taken ill, and on the 3d of June he
died. He was but forty-sight years of age. Ilis death
seemed to be a national calamity, and Mr. Lincoln
mourned for him with sorrow as deep and sincere!? as for v
brothor. I1is name is to be remembered as that of one
who, although he had made mistakes, was among tho
mos5 earnest and mos: able of Amerma.n patriots.
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434 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

IX. IN SIGHT OF THE CAPITOL

Time and space! would fail us to relate the history of
tho long and terrible war that began with the firing of the
Confedorate guns on Fort Sumter. It is for us rather to
keep our cyes on the sad.-faced man at the helm?, who
steered® thoe ship of state through the dreadful storm of
those memorable years.

President Lincoln had called an exlra session of Con-
gress* to meet on the 4th of July. When that day dawned,

' the city of Washington was like an armed camp.

1861 The stroets were filled with soldiers. On every
hand were the signs of war. From the dome® of the
capitol, the Confederate Hag could bo scen un the distant
hills beyond the Potomae, waving over the encampment? of
the onemy. TFrom every part of the Confederacy armed
forces were hurrying northward. “‘On to Washington!”’
wds the cry of the South. The nation's capital was almost
in a state of siege’.

When Congress came together, only the Northern states
and the border slave states were represented. The seats
of the members from the extreme South were wacunt®.

The President’s message was read and listened to with
the deepest attention. In it he informed Congress of the
condition of the country. e told how in the Southern
states the laws of the country had besn set af naught®; how
the arsenals and other public property had been seized;
how Fort Sumter had been bombarded'®; how a large num-
ber of United States officers in the army and the navy!'! had
taken up arms against their country; how a call for volun-
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156 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

teers had been made and cheerfully responded! to by every
Northern state; and how armed forces were gathering in
Virginiaand threatening the seat of govarnment. Finally,
he asked Congress to give him tho means by which to
end the conflict quickly and decisively. To do this he
must have four hundred thousand men and four hundred
millions of dollars.

Congress acted premptly? It voted to give to the Prosi-
dent not only all that he asked, but more. He might have
at his disposal® five hundred thousand men and five hun-
dred millions of dellars.

And so another call went forth for volunteers. This
time half a million men were to be put in the field and
they were to serve for three years unless the war should
close within a shorter time. Men no longer talked about
““whipping tho rebels' as a pastime® before breakfast.’
They knew now that the full strength of the nation must
be put forth; and every natriotic citizen resolved that, if
need be, he would give himself and all that he had for the
preservation of the great republic. 1fiom every Northern
state ‘“‘uprose the mighty voice of the people to cheer the
heart of the President. Onward it came, like the rush of
many waters,”’ singing

“We are cowming, Father Abrahawm,
Five hundrad thousand strong.”

A force of men under General Benjamin I'. Butler
took possassion of Old Point Comfort, at the mouth of
the James River. Goneral MecClellan led an army into
West Virginia to preventany advanco of the Confeder-
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458 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

ates in that direction. Other forces wore ready to protect
the Northwest from invasion by way of Kenlucky or the
Mississippi. The troops in Missouri were placed under
the command of General Frémont, the Western adven-
tuver, who, in the Mexican War, had conquered* California
for the United States. The harbors of the South were
blockaded?, and Port Royal in South Carolina soon fell
into the hands of Union forces.

But all this while the Confederacy was arming and drill-
ing great armies for the defense of the South and the in.
vasion of the North; and the ery of *‘On to Washington''
swelled into a chorus of hundreds of thousands of voices.

And then, on the 21st of July, the first great battle
was fought. It was fought on Virginia soil, almost
within sight of "Washington, and is generally known as
the first battle of Bull Run. The Union army was
commanded by General McDowell; the Confederate, by
General Beauregard., 'The soldiers on both sides were
sau?, unfrained volunteers; but in the Southern army were
many officers of note who had been educated in the mili-
tary academy* at West Point and had spent long.years in
military service. The battle was fierceand bloody, and the
Confederates won the day. The Union lines were broken.
A panic® spread among the soldiers. They turned in wild
disorder®, and fled in blind dismay back toward washinglon.
In terrible rout and confusion’, they ecrowded the long
bridge across the Potomae, and scarcely paused® in their.
flight® until they were safe in the shadow of the capitol™.

Sqfe‘f Had the (,onfcdemte% known the e\tent of their
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460 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

victory, and had they followead their flzeing enemies, Wash-
ington would have fallon-into their hinds that day, and
our country would have had a diffsrent history. But for
somo unexplained! reason, they halted?, hesitated, and then
made no advance. The delay gave the panic-striclend
Union soldiers time to recover from their frizht. The
defenses along the Potomac were s’brongthoned. Tle
capital city was saved.

The news of the defeat at Bu'l Run carried sorrow and
dismay to many a Northern home. To the South it.gave
renewed courage and determination. To Abraham Lin-
coln, trusting in Prowvidence! to give victory to the right, it
brought grief, butnot discouragement. e must peisevere®
Ho must perfect the organization of the army. He must
find able commanders and skillful generals for the differ-
ent departments and divisions. - He must see that the
soldiers were properly drilled and equipped. And he,
above all others, must have patience, patience, patience.
““Nothing valuable® can be lost by taking time,”’ he said.

X, NEVER TOO BUSY TO HELP OTHERS

The storm of war thickened.  'The life of the nation was
threatened on every hand. There wera perils from enemies
without, from foss within, from selfish partisans’, from
unwisa friends, from dll-guided counselors®, from traitcss’
at home and abroad.~ A singlo mistake, a single unwiss
movement, might involve!® the country in hopeless ruin.

To President Lincoln alone belonged the task of direct-
mw, pe' tecting, has nwmmng“, all the forces of the govern-
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442 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

ment.  He must so2 to it that the lawmakers performed
their duties wisely and well; he must direct the movements
of the various branches of the army; he must preserve hasr-
mony! in his cabinet; he must keep in touch with the poli-
ticians of both parties in the North; he must know the will
and consult? the welfare® of the people whose servant he
was; he must encourage the weak and the timid; he must
sestraint the rash® and the over-bold®; he must have an oye
single to the preservation of the Union and the Constitu-
“tion, Did ever a man have heavier burdens to bearf
But President Lincoln was still the same plain man of
the people -that he had always bean. Ile dressed plainly
and lived plainly. He walked wheve others would have
ridden, He found time to look after a multitude of
details” which another person would have passed over to
a clerk. Ho went out to examine fortifications®, to test
new guns, to learn the condition of the soldiers in camp.
He liked to listen to entertaining stories; he liked to

repeat them to his friends. On his writing desk, among
state papers and documents® of the gravest importance, he
kept an assortment'® of joke books and comic almanwes't.
At one moment he would be absorbed'? in questions of
deepest statecraft'3; at the next he would be humming't
the verses'® of a favorite hymn,

T
R

“Oh, why should the spirit of mortalls be proﬁd,”
orrepeating some quotation!” that had fixed itself in his mind.

“Mortal man with face of clay,
Here to-morrow, gone to-day,”’
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404 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

ho would chant!, as he walked back and forth in his
study?, pendering upon the vexatious problems® which o
one could solve but himself. He was never too busy to
grest an old friond, or to listen to the appeals of those

who were in trouble.

=
* *

There ware many desertions! from the army, and milit-
ary required that all descriers® should be shot. But
President Lincoln’s big heart had pity for the young
fellows, and he pardoned so many that the army officers
were alarmed. i

“If a man had more than one life,”” he said on one
occasion, “‘I think a little shooting would not hurt this
one; but after he is once dead we commot bring him
back, no matter how sorry we may be. So the boy must
be pardoned.” )

~ General Butler protested®. ‘“The whole army is be-
coming demoralized’. There are desertions every day.”’

““How can it be stopped? asked the President.

By shooting every deserter,” answered Butler.

“You may be right,”” said Mr. Lincoln; ‘“‘probably are.
But, Lord help me, how can I have a butcher’s day® every
Friday in the army of the Potomac?”’

Once, at the very turning point of a battle, a soldich
was so overcome with fear that he dropped his gun
and ran from the field. Tis action came*near throwinz
his whole company into confusion. After the battle ie
was tried by court-martial® and senfenced to die'®. IHis
friends appealed to tho President.
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“J will put the order for execution by,’” he said,
“uantil T can settle in my mind whether this soldier can
better sorve the country dead than living.”’

Another case was that of a cowardly féllow for whom
no one could say a good word. Not only had he run
away during the heat of battle, but it was shown that he
was a thiof in his segiment! and altogether untrustworthy?

““Certainly this fellow can serve his country better dead
than living,”’ said the officer before whom he was triod.

But Mr. Lincoln had known the boy’s father, a worthy
man and patriot. Ile took the death warrani® and said that
he thought he would put it in the pigeonhole! with the rest of
his “leg cases®.”  *‘Thereare cases,’” he said in explanation,
““that you call by that long title, ‘Cowardice®in the face
of the cnemy,’ but I call them, for short, my leg cases.
If Almighty God has given a man a cowardly pair of
logs, how can he help running away with them?”’

The President never refused to listen to those who
appealed to him for help; he was never so taken up with
the mighty affairs of the nation as to forget the humble
needs. of the common people; he was never so over-
whelmed with his own burdens and griefs that he could
not speak words of sympathy and cheer to others who
were sorrowful and broken-hearted. There are many
examples that show how truly noble was his soul. The
following letter, written to a stricken mother whom he did
‘not know, is one:— .

““Dear Madam: 1 have been shown in the files” of the
\V.u Depqttmcmt a statoement that you are the mother of
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468 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

five song who have died glgriously on the field of battle.
I feel how weak and fruitless' must be any words of mine
which should attempt to beguile? you from the grief of a
loss so overwhelming. But 1 cannot réfrain® from tender-
ing 1o vou the consolation that may be found in the thanks
oftherepublic they died to save. I pray that our heavenly
Father may assuage the anguish of syour bereavement?, and
leave you only the cherished® memory o” the loved and lost,
and the solemn pride that must be yours to have laid sv
costly a saerific:® upon the allar® of freelom.”

*
* *

As the months of war went on, troubles and perplevi-
ties® multip'ied around him. He trie! to bear up under
tem. He wltivated® cheorfulness and repeated the old-
tima jokes that had so oftan gelieved'!? a weary hour; but
the: siysmed to have lost their flavor. He laughed now
bhut scldom, and never so heartily as before. Shreals!!
of gray began to appear in his hair. The wrinkles on his
face and forehcad deepened and multiplied. His eyes,
with their far-away look, L.ecame sadder and sadder with
cach passing year. ‘I feel as though I shall never be
glad any more,”” he said. . And yet, without a mwrmus'?,
withou’ one thought of himself, he stood bravely at his
post, bearing the nation’s burdens on his shoulders, anl
always hoping and working and believing that the right
would prevail.

“I am confident,”” he said, ‘‘that the Almighty lLas Ifis
plans, and will work them out; and whether we sse it or
not, they will bz the wisest anl best for us.”’
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410 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

XI. “CONTRABAND' OF WAR”

At the beginning of the war the utmost care was taken
not to interfere with slavery in any way. Slaves that
escaped and came into the Union lines were promptly
sont back to their masters. Some of the Union generals
went so far as to make an agreement with Confederate
generals that they would put down any attempts which
the negroes might make at a rebellion. Slaves were still
property. They were of great service to the Southern
army; they were the diggers of trenches?, the makers of
carthworks, the hawlers of supplies®, the hardy workmen
who relieved the Confederate soldicrs of much of the
drudgeryt of camp lifeéd.

General Butler, at Fortress Monros, was the first Union
officer to refuse to send escaping slaves back to their mas-
ters. He believed that, sinca they were used, like horses
and mules®, to aid the enemy, they should bs confiscatcd’
just as any other war materials that might fall into his
hands. ‘““They are contraband of war,”’ he said; and all
the slaves that came to him from tho enemy’s camp wero
given their freedom. This plan seemed to bo so sonsible
and jugt that Congress soon afterward passed a law pro-
viding that escaped negross who had been employed i1
the Confedesate army should be confiscatod by the gov-
ernment. @ I'rom that time until the closo of the war every
black man from the South was called a ‘‘contraband.”

But there were not many who tried to escape from slav-
ery. ‘They had beon taught by thier masters that the Abo-
htlomsts of the North were savage monstels who at,e '\11
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472 ABRAHAM LINCOIN

the black men they could catch. Any fate would be better
than to fall into their hands. Working in the trenches
was hard, but being eaten by ‘‘black Abholitionists’’ would
be a thousand times worse.

About this time General Frémont in Missouri wus bekar-
ing! so unwisely that all the slaveholding states which had
remained loyal to the Union were almost on the point of
Joining the Confederacy. One of his first acts was to issue
a proclamation declaring that the lands of all dis-Union
men? in Missouri should be confiscated and their slaves set
free. 'This was going a great deal farther than the Presi-
dent had wished to go. It raised a storm of protests, even
in the North. A whole company of Kentucky volunteers
threw down théir arms and went home. The Kentucky
legislature refused to give any further aid to the govern-
ment until the proclamation was modified® or withdrawn?.
What could the President do but remove Frémont trom his
command and declare that his acts were without authority{

““I think to lose Kentucky is nearly the same as to lose
the whole game,’” said he. ““Kentucky gone, we cannot
hold Missouri, nor, as I think, Maryland. These all
against us, and the job on our hands is too large for
us. We would as well consent to separation at once,
including the surrender of the capital.””

The extreme Aholitionists and many other short-sighted?
people in the North raised a groat cry about this. "They
accused the President of trying to befriend® the slaveholders,
and were more bitter than evor toward the “‘slave hound
of Illinois.”” But Mr. Lincoln stood his ground firmly,
and the b01del slave states remained loy'Ll to tho Union.
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474 _ ABRAHAM LINCOLN

XII. “ONE WAR AT A TIME”’

Soon adfter this an incidentt happened which, but for the
President’s wise cotrse, would have involved our couniry
in & war with Great Britain. The Confederate govern.
ment had appointed two Southern statesmen, Mason and
Slidell, as envoys? to visit Lurope and, if possible, secure
aid from England or Franca. These men embarked upon
a small vessel in Charleston harbor, and on a dark night
passed through the blockading fleet outside and sailed to
Havana. There they took passage for Iingland on the
British mail steamship Trent. '

All this was made known to Captain Wilkes of the
United States sloop® San Jacinto. On the following day
he waylaid? the Tront in the Bahama Channel, fired a shat
across her bows®, and brought her to. He then sent a com-
pany of marines on board who seized Mason and Shidell
and fetched® them off to the San Jacinto. The Knglish
captain and erew protested that this was an offense’ against
the British flag under which they ware sailing; but Captain
Wilkes paid no heed® to their words. LUle permitted the
Trent to go on her way; but he carried Mason and Slidell
to Boston harbor, and they were shut up in IFort Warren
as prisoners of war.

Inthe North there was great enthusiasm. Short-sighted
men applauded the act of Captain Wilkes; and even the
Secretary of the Navy gave it his oficial approval®. In
tha South thers was also enthusiasm.  The shrewd! leadors
of the Confederacy felt sure that Great Britain would de-
mmd S. itle‘lCthH f01 the msult that had bezn oﬁ'elefl her
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i n e s Mt

by waglaying' one of her vessels on the high seas®. It they
could thus secure Great Britain as their ally®, victory
would be assured. In Ingland the sympathies of the
ruling class were with the South. They wanted to see
tho great republic broken up and destroyed. Many of
them would have been'glad of any excuse! for declaring
war upon the United States.

President Lincoln was not carried away by the foolish
damor® and boasting in the North. Captain Wilkes'sact,
far from being heroic, was both unwise and wrong, and the
President did not hesitate to say so. ‘‘We fought Great
Britain,”’ he said, ‘“for insisting® on the right to do precisely”
what Cap'ain Wilkes has done. If Great Britainshall now
protest against the act, and demand the selease® of Mason
and Slidell, we must give them up, epologizs® for the act
as a 1ioletion'? of our doctrines, and thus forever bind her
over to keep the peace in relation to neutrals'™, and so
acknowledge that she has been wrong for sixty years.”

And the British government did protest. More than
this, they demanded that reparation and proper apologies'?
should be made within seven days; and they began to get
ready for immediate war. Very wisely and without any
loss of dignity on the part of our government, the Presi-
dent vielded. ITe was supported in that course by Secre-
tary Soward, and by a few of the wisest among the leaders
of the North. But {rom the masses of the people there
was a great cry of disappointment and Mr. Lincoln and
his cabinet were soundly lerafed'® as cowards unfit to be
intrustel with the affairs of the nation. The President
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478 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

was unmoved by their clamor. “‘One war at a time,” h»
said; and he calmly returned to the manifold* dutiss of the
hour. Once more he had saved the nation from disaster®.

As soon as the peoplo had taken time for sober® sccond
thoughi?, they understood how wisely, and with what true
statesmarship®, he had acted; and they shuddered® as they
thought of what might have happened had he yielded to
their wishes and not stood bravely and firmly by the right.

XII1T, LISTENING TO ADVICE

The weary months came and passed, and still the war
went on. Sometimes the Union gained an advantags;
sometimes the Confederracy won a victory. There was no
telling when or how the dreadful conflict would end.
There were calls for more soldiers and more soldiers and
more soldiers. In the North, hundreds of thousands of
men left plows’, looms®, forges®, counting-houses'®, stores,
factories, schools, and cheerfully gave up everything for
the sake of a united country. As they marched to the
front they sang:—

“We are springing to the call of our brothers gone hefore,
Shouting the battle cry of freedom,

And we'll fill the vacant ranks with a million freemen more,
Shouting the battle cry of freedom.

“fhe Union forever, hurraly, boys, hurrah,
Down with the fraitor! and up with the stars,
While we rall!? round the flaz, boys, rally once again,
Shouting the battle ery of frcedom.”

In the South there was a still more general outpouring!®
First all the able-bodied menlt, and finally the boys above
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480 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

sixteen, and the grandfathers, wont out to defend their
homes and the states of their scction against what they
belicved were the aggressions' of the North. On the great
plantations, once so prosperous?, few were left save the
women and children and slaves. And the Southern sol-
diors had also their rallying song:—
“Southrons, hear your country coll you!
Up, lest worse than death befall you!
To arms! to arms! to arms, in Dixie}
Io! all the beacon fires3 are lighted—
Let all hgarts be now united!
To arms! to arms! to arms, in Dixiel

““Advance the flag of Dixie!

Hurrah! hurrah!

For Dixie's land we take our stand,
And live or die for Dixje.

To arms! to arms!

And conquer peace for Dixie!

To arms3! to arms!

And conquer peace for Dixie!”’

To President Lincoln, every passing day brought new
perplexitiest, every hour added something to the tremen-
dous burden® which he alone must carry. Generals upon
whom he had depended for victory proved incompetent®:
they had to be removed, and abler commanders selected to
take their places. Changes were made in tho cabinet.
Men from whom he should have received sympathy and
aid proved to be stumbling blocks” in his way.

The people became impatient and discontented. They
could not understand why the war should continue so long,
and yet so little be accomplished. Money was scarce,
taxes were burdensome, food and clothing were very
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482 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

costly, factories were closed, the distress that always
accompanies war was becoming more general every day.
And there were those who blamed Abraham Lincoln for
everything; there were thousands of men in the North
who thought that they themsolves were better able to man-
age the affairs of the nation than was the President. And
then there sprang up a peace party, composed of men who
wanted to end the war at any price—sympathizers with
the South, disappointed politicians, cowards, Northern
““doughfaces,}” and a.few well-meaning?, but short-sighted
patriots.

But the President went steadily forward in the cowrse
which he bslieved to be safest and wissst. He listened to
the advice of others, even when offered in an unfriendly
spirit; he bore patiently with the complaints which came
to his ears; he was lenient® and forbearing' oven with
those who abused him openly. :The consciousness that he
was right gave him strength. '

There were men in the North who ingisted that the war
was being carried on for the purpose of destroying slavery;

" they called the Union soldiers ‘“‘abolition hirelings®,”” and
“‘Lincoln’s dozs;”’ they did all that they could to assist the
South. On the other hand, there were Abolitionists who
insisted that the war was being delayed for the purpose of
befriending the slaveholders; thoy called the President

- ““a supporter of slavery;’’ they declared that the war was

a failure, and that the Confederate states should be given

their independence.
Very gradually, however, a chunge was taking place in
tho minds of patriotic men who had hitherto insisted that
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481 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

slavery should not be molested*.~ No one observed this
change moro quickly, or with greater satisfaction, than the
President.  As fast as he thought the country was ready
for it, he moved toward what he had all along believed
must come—emancipation®. Tirst, the “contrabands’’
were taken care of; then a law was passed to permit
these contrabands to enlist in the Union army; then a few
black regiments were formed to be commanded by white
cfficers; then Congress adopted a resolutron in favor of -
the gradual emancipation of slaves, their owners to be
paid for them out of ‘the United States treasury.

But there weras some who thought that the President
was not moving fast cnough; they insisted that he must
put an end to slavery at once, no matter what the conse-
quences® might be. To these the President made answer
in o letter which he sent to Horace Greeley. It was
printed in the New York Twibune':—

“My paramount® object,”” he wrote, ‘‘is to save the
Union, and not either to save or destroy slavery:

¢“If I eould save the Union without freeing any slave, I
would do it; if I could save it by freeing all the slaves, I
would do it; and if I could save it by freeing some and
leaving o'lers alone, I would also do that.

““\What I do about slavery and the colored race, I do be-
cause [ believe it lLelps to save this Union: and what |
forboar, I forbaar b.cause T do not believe it wou'ld help
to save the U.aion.

Y shall do less whenever I shall bslicve what T am
doing hurts the eauss; and I shall do more whenever 1
L lieve doing more will help the cause.
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486 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

“I shall try to correct errors when shown to be errors,
and I shall adopt new views so fast as thoy shall appear to
bs true views.

“I have here stated my purpose mccording to my views
of official duty, and I intend no modification' of my oft-
expressed?® porsonal wish that all man everywhere could be
frae.”’

Some weeks later a number of clergymen® from Chicago
called upon the President and pre.enled a petition! {or the
immediate emancipation of all the slaves in the country.
Mr, Lincoln answered then in his nsual common-sense® way.

““What good would a proclamation® of omancipation
from me do, especially as wo are now situated? . . Would
my word free the slaves, when I cannot everi enforce the
Constitution in the rebel statest Is there a single court,
or magistrate’, or individual?® that would be influenced by it
thero! And what reason is there to think it would have
any greater offect upon the slaves than the late law of
Congress, which I approved, and which offers protection
‘and freedom to tho slaves of rebel masters who come
within our linest Yot I canmot learn that the law has
caused a single slave to come over to us. . . .

“Do not misunderstand moe because 1 have mentioned
these objections®. They indicato the difficulties that have
thus far prevented my action in some such way as you
desire.

I have not decided against a proclamation of liberty to
the slaves, but hold the matter under advisement!®.  And [
can assure you that the subject is on my mind, by day and
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488 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

night, more than any other. Whatever shall appear to be
God’s will, T will do.”

The war still lagged', and fow besides Lincoln could see
that any real progress had been made. Congress ap-
pointed a Committee on the Conduet of the War which
appeared to do nothing but stand in the President’s way.
The peace party declared that only the worst of fyrants?
would attempt to forco eight millions of people to submit
to his government. "The members of the cabinet could
not agree. People became more and more impatient; and
some, whom nothing could have satisfied, cried out, *‘Oh,
that we had a Cromwell® to lead us!”

But President Lincoln, sublime! and unmoved, pursued
the courss which his conscience and good judgment told
him wasright. ‘*Whatever shall appear to be God’s will,
I will do.” :

X1IV. NEARING THE GREAT ISSUE

One day in midsummer®, the President called' a. mesting
of the cabinet. Not one of the members knew why they
had been called. When all were seated, Mr.

1_862 Lincoln took up his favorite joke book, ‘*Artemus
Ward—His Book.”” He opened the volume and read to
the dignified gentlemen around him ‘a whole chapter of
well-worn® jokes and dyoll conceits’. He had read it dozens
of time before, but now' he read it as though it were
entirely new to him. He laughed at every witty® thought.
His merriment® was so boyish'®, so easily called forth, that
his grave listener were more pained than amused. They
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490 . ABRAHAM LINCOLN

began to wonder. whether the President had not lost his
mind.

He finished the chapter. He closed the book and
returned it to its place. Then his whole manner, the tone
of his voice, the glance! of his eye, the expression of his

~

Reading the Proclamatioa

face, changed in a moment. Every man in the room folt
awed? as in the presence of a superior intelligences.

The President then informed the cabinet that he had a
very important matter to lay before them. He did not
expect to ask their advice, for he had fully made up his
mind in regard to it. He was willing, however, to listen
to suggestions. ‘“Things have goneon, from bad to worse*,
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492 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

until I feal that we have about reached the end of our
rope on the plan of operations' we have been pusrswing?,
We must change our factics3, or lose the game. T am now
determined upon the adoption of the policy of emancipa.
tion; and I have prapared the draftt of a proclamation to
which I ask you to listen.”

e read the proclamation. The secretaries® listened in
silence. It proclaimed freedom to all the slaves within
those parts of the South which were at that time controlled
by the Confederate government.

A few slight alterations® were made. Then Secretary
Seward suggasted that it would not be wise to issue it just
then, when the Union armies appeared to be so pressed;
he feared that it would be viewed “‘as the last measure of
an exhausted government, a ery for help;”’ he dreaded
that it would be considered ‘‘as our last shriel” on the
retreat’.”  Would it not be better to wait until the Union
had gained some decisive victory, and then in the moment
of success make it known to the world?

The President saw the wisdom of the suggestion. Ile
laid the proclamation aside, and waited.

XV. ANTIETAM AND EMANCIPATION

Only a few weeks later, General Lee, at the head of the
Confederate army of Virginia, crossed the Potomac for
the purpose of invading the North. Then it was that
President Lincoln resolved fully upon the course he would
pursue. He made a solemn wow® that if Lee should be
driven back he would ““crrown!® the result by the declaration
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494 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

—————— ——

of freedom to the slaves.”

On the 17th of September tho great battle of Antietam
was fought. The Confederate army was defeated. Tt
was driven back across tho Potomac. The intended inva-
sion of the North ended in disaster.

President Lincoln was at the Soldiers’ Home!, near
Washington, when he heard the news. He determined to
wait no longer. He sat down at once, and with great care
wrote a second draft of the proclamation. Here and there
he made a correction; here and there he added a neces-
sary word or erased? one that scemed out of place. When
the work was finished, he hastened back to the city and
called the cabinet together to listen a second time to what
he had written. .Ie alone was the author of the proclama-
tion; he alone would be responsible® for whatever might
be its outcome!. ‘I must do the best I can,”” he said, ‘‘and
bear the responsibility of taking the course which I feel I
ought to take.”

On Monday, the 22d of September, just five days after
the battle of Antiztam, the proclamation was published to
the world.

“I, Abraham Lincoln, President of the United States
of America, and Commamler-?hi-cluiqf'5 of the army and
navy thereof %, do hereby” proclaim and declare that . . . on
the first day of January, in tho year of our Lord one thou-
sand eight hundred and sixty-thr:e, all persons held as
slaves within any state, or designaied® part of a state, the
people whereof? shall then be in rebellion against the
Unit2d States, shall be then, thenceforward'®, and forever

LHESRRE  SRMEL o TURA, L BN 5 0050 6 M 7.
Vs, ists  ROPBRAY 0 BT BRI 10, (14 R,




% = 8 495

TN R L me—
AHFLJMJMHiM S0k, R ULTIHE , E BE
2 AL SR (5 A A1) DB ICRIE

BT AR 58 TN 000 T ok T 08 S0 M SR

W AR F RS T o Mo rE AT, VIO B S il
(59 575 TR I o AR AL AT — 5 ABRTAR I EBR . S80I
{He5E LAA% » Al S B [BIR 74 2 8] B8 2R AR REM S 0 RS o it —
B A 4t A5 A — B A S 35 B ROV ABE, IR
VR Stk T S TR S RE LT

Bi—, AT H, BB %, 58 ik
NS

1%y RAAP AT, FEPIERA RO, EHENORIC

% 1] = ELCRTTRPRRRRY (T 14 ol o 74 el RYAN € Bang o £ Xl ool = B
JUATART M R B2 0 R 4% 72 H0BE 2 AR IS RUAR ¥, s ek 19

e e SRR ARAUIAT 2 A Ry AT 20 A Bt 36



493 "ABRAHAM LINCOLN

free.” That was the gist' and substance? of the proclama-
tion. It still left the door open for any of the saceded
states to return to the Union and thereby eave slavory
within its limits. ,

This proclamation was only a preliminary® one. The
final proclamation was issued on New Year’s Day, 1863,
Then it was that the great act of emancipation was com-
pleted. “By wirtue! of the power in me vested® as Com-
mander-in-chief . . . in time of actual armed rebellion
against the authority and government of the United States,
and as a fit and necessary war measure, . . . 1 do order
and declare that all persons held as slaves within’’ certain
dosignated states and purts of states ‘‘are, and hencefor-
ward shall be, free; and that the Eaecutive Government’
of the United Statesg, including the military and naval
authorities thereof, will recognize and maintain the free-
dom of said persons.”

Had the proclamation besn made.six months earlier, it
is probable that the people would not have approved of it
atall. But the best men in the North had, little by little,
been brought to the belief that the Union. could never he
restored until the cause of disunion had been romoved.
Thousands of persons, also, had become so tired of the
war and so tired of supporting an institution which pro-
duced only disecord” and disaster, that they were ready to
welcome anything that would promise relief®.

There were extremists®, however, who cried out against
the President, and tried to prove that he had done a very
wrong thing. Dissatisfied politicians in the North spoke
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498 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

boldly and bitterly against the proclamation.

““The war is nolonger a war for the Union,”’ they cried.
“It is an abolition war—a war for the niggers!’’

On the other hand, there were Abolitionists who were
equally dissatisfied and bitter. Nothing that tho President
had done or could do was pleasing to thom.

“‘He has been forced into this course,’”’ said some.

“‘He is not sincere,’’ said others, who had persisted! in
calling him “‘the slave hound of Illinois.””

““He has not done enough; he is still truckling® to the
slave power,” said the extremists.

The dissatisfaction® was indeed quite general. If a vote
had been taken at that time, it is possible that a majority
in many of the free states would have cast their ballots
against the proclamation. One branch of the Réepublican
party, however, supported the President; the officors and
soldiers in the army were enthusiastic in praising his
course; Congress approved* of what he had done. He him-
self was conscious® that he had done the right thing, at the
. right time, and in the right way. What had he to fear?

The proclaniation did not promise freedom to all the
slaves in the South. In the border states of Delawara,
Maryland, West Virginia, Kentucky, and Missouri slavery
was not molested by it. T'here were also several counties’
and towns in some of the seceded states that were loyal to
the Union; and all such ‘places were left ‘‘precisely as
though the proclamation had not been made.”

It was the haginning, however, of the end of slavery;
and before many montlis had passed everybody saw clearly
that such was the fact. ‘‘In the light of history we con
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500 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

seo that by this edic® Mr. Tineoln gave slavery its witgl
thrust?, its mortal doom3. It was the word of decision, the
judgment without appesl, the sentence of doom.”

The end of slavery in the United States came on tle
last day of January, 1865. On that day Congress adopted
the Thirteenth Amendment* to the Constitution, declaring
that “‘neither slavery nor tnvoluntary servitude®, excopt as
a punishment for erime, . ., shall exist within the United
States, or any place subject their juricdiction®.’”’

More than four millions of bondmen were thus made fres.

XVI. THE 7IDE" TURNS

To the North the skies began to grow brighter. The
Union armies were gaining ground. To-day the might
suffer defeat, but to-morrow they would win a victory that
would more than make up for the loss. The resources of
the Confederate states wero beginning to fail.

General Ulysses S. Grant had gained  many important
victories in the Southwest. Nothing seomed impossible
to him. TIo besieged® Vicksburg, the last but one of the
Confoderate strongholds® on the Mississippi. TFor nearly
five months he tried by every possible expedient to
capture the well-foriified'® placa. At length, on the 4th
of July, the long siege was brought to an end. The
Southern soldiers marched out of tha city which they had
so long defeaded. They silently stacked their ayms' boforo
the fortifications!?, wirle the Northern soldiers looked on as
silenﬂy, and ye! élated!® with their long-delayed!! victory.
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v

The Mississippi River, in ifs entire length, was at last in

the possession of the Union. The Confederacy was cut
n two.

That same memorable 4th of July found fhe Con-
federate army in the East crushed, defeatsd, and retreat-
ing before the forces ~° the Union. General Lee had
1aade a sscond attempt to carry the war into the North.
He had advanced into Pennsylvania. At Gettysburg the
ST mmvaders attacked the
3 forces of the Union thut
were drawn up to rupel
them. During the first
three days in July the
battle raged® fearfully.
The slaughter® was dread-
ful. More than twenty
thousand Union soldiers
" were killed or wounded.
- The loss on the side of
the Confederates was al-
most as great—it was

| Ulysses 8. Grant even greater, for theyv
had fewer reserves, and their resources were fast being ex-
hausted. The third day toid the tale. The Southerners
wore beaten, driven back. Those who surviv’d® rvebired
slowlv, making the'r way sullenly back to Virginia. Gen-
eral Meade, commanding the Union army, followed in {heir
wake®; but the struggle at Gettysburg had been so fearful
that he cautiously refrained® from proveking® another.

The tide had turned at last., From the dav of the
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804 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

repilse! at Gettysburg the cause of the Confederacy was
hopeless.

President Lincoln was much disappointed because Gen-
eral Meade did not follow up his victory and deal a still
more crushing blow to the Confederates. It would have
ended the war, he thought.

“My dear general,” he wrote to Meade, “I do not
believe you appreciate* the magnitude® of the misfortune
involved in' Lee’s escape. I{o was within your easy
grasp, and to closo upen him would, in connection with
vour late successes, have ended the war. As it is, the
war will be prolonged indefinitely®.”’

And it was prolonged, but always with the odds® against
the South. '

Ten days after these events, the President issued a
proclamation, setting apart the Gth day -of August as
a day of national thanksgiving’. 1le called upon all loyal
people everywhere to observe the day and *‘to render® tho
homage® duc to the Divine magesty'® for the wonderful
‘things. He has done in the nation’s behalf!.”’

In October the President issued another proclamation
of similar import, setting apart the last Thursday in
November as a day in which all the people of the land
should unite in giving thanks to God«for all His mercies'®
Thus was instituted the Thanksgiving Day—that national
November festival'*—so dear to all Awmericans. Fvery
vear, save one, since that memorable 1863, the Presi-
dent of the United States, following the example of
Lincoln, has sont forth a proclamation designating the
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5 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

last Thursday in November as the day in which God’s
bounlies' are to be especially remembered with thanks-
giving and praise.
* * » :

The battlefield of Gettysburg was set apart as a grea
burying ground, or national cemelery®, for the soldiers who
had lost their lives in the service.of their country. On
tho 19th of November the cemetery was dedicated® with
very solemn and impressive ceremoniest. The great men
of the nation were there. Edward Everett, the most
accomplished public speaker of that time, delivered a long
a1d scholarly oration. It was expected that the President
would also give an appropiiate® and perhaps lengthy ad-
dress. lle aross at the proper moment and drew from
his hat a half-gsheet of foolscap®, on which he had written
a memorandum! of that which he intended to say. Tho
speech was brief:—

“ Fourscore® and seven years ago our fatheis brought forth
on this continent® a new nation, conceived'® in liberty, and
‘dedicated to the proposition'! that all men ara created equalt?.

“Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing
whether that nation, or any nation so conceived and so
dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a great battle-
field of that war. 'We have come to dedicato a portion of
that field as a final resting-place for those who here gave
their lives that that nation might live. It is altogether
fitting and proper that we should do this.

‘“‘But in a larger sense, we cannot dedicate—we cannot
consecrate!®—wo cannot hallow't—this ground. The brave
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508 ‘ ABRAHAM LINCOLN

men, living and dead, who struggied here, havo conse.
cratod it far above our poor power to add or detract. The
world will little note nor long rdmembar what we say here,
but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us,
the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished
work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly
advanced. 1t is rather for us to be here dedicated to the
great tusk remaining before us,—that from these honored
dead we take increased devotion to that causs for which
they gave the last full measure of devotion,—that we here
highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in vain:
that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth of frec-
dom; and that government of the people', by the people?,
for the people®, shall not perish* from the earth.”

That was all. The shortness of the speech caused
people to think but little of it at the time. The brilliant
cffort’ of Edward Tiverett, the orator, was beheved to b2
the event of the day. ~

“Lincoln’s address was a groat dlsappmntment” said
My. Seward.

Mr. Lincoln himself regretted® that ho had not given
more time o it.  ““I tell vou it won’t scour”,”’ he said to a
friend. “Itisa flat wilure®. 'The peopleare disappointed.”

But little by little it began to dawn?® upon the minds of
mien of all classes that the little speech was one of the
noblest orations delivered in modern time. The long and
learned discourse’® of Tdward Bverett is now but little
thought of; nobody reads it, nobody praises it. But Lin-
coli’s three-minute sneech has taken sank!*t among tho
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510 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

classics! of the world; it is read and admired, it is rercad?
and pondered upon, wherever the English language is
known. If all olse in prose® that has been written or
spoken in America should be forgotten, Lincoln’s address
al Gettysburg wonld still be remembered.
XVII. RENCMINATED
The wav still dragged® slowly along. The Confederacy
was near the’end of its rosources®. Every day the cause of
the seceding states became more hopeless; every day the
distress and destitution® of the Southern people increased.
It was plain that unless some sort of help should
1864 come from outside, the South must sooner or
later submit. The time was near at hand for another
presidential clection. The people of the Norih were
still by no means united. If a new President—one
plodged to make peaco at any cost—could be elected, the
South might still have hope. And so, in the face of " every
discouragoment, in the face of defea:, of an exhausted
treasury, of an impoverished® country, the Confederate
armies still boldly kept the field. '
It was known that President Lincoln wished to show
overy possible lenicncy® to the men of the South. Other
persons might cherish bitter hatred toward the foes of
the Union, but he had no such feeling. O:her men desired
to punish in the sternest manner, as rebels and traitors, all
those who had taken up arms against the government; but
his sole wish'® was to restore the Union without causing
unnecessary distress, without doing aught'! for Jeven"e
Ile went so far as fo issue a ploclanntlon ga»mtmq
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512 ABRAHAM LINCOLYXN

amnesty' to all men of the South, except certain officers
and leaders, who would take a simple oath to support the
Constitution and the Union. IHe went even farther, and
urged the passage of a law providing that slaveholders
should receive pay for their slaves.

Ie practiced the true Christian principle. To him all
men were his brothers. If some had erred®, the greater
was the pity; he cherished no ill-will toward them; he
knew no such word as revenge.

As wo have already learned, however, there wers two
classes of men in the’ North who were never satisfied.
One was composed of® tha% extreme type of Abolitionists
who, from oppdsing slavery, had come to hate the South
with unreasoning bitterness. The ofher was composed of
men who wanted peace even though the Union should be
destroyed. Mr. Lincoln’s kindliness toward the South
was masconstrued®; and his suggestion® that the slaves
should be paid for raised « storm of indignation® even
among men who had supported him in all other measures”.
Timerson wrote:—

“Pay ransom8 to the owner,
Ay, fill it up to the brim9!

Who is the owner? The slave is owner,
And ever was. Pay him."”

Certain Republican-politicians who wanted a more »ig-
orous prosecution!® of the war, started a movement to pre-
vent Mr. Lincoln’s being renominated for tha presidency.
They caid that his policy had been ‘‘“4mbecile'! and vacillat-
ang'%,"’ and that a stronger man was nosded at the helmn!?.
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514 ABRAHAM LLINCOLN

Horacs Greeley wrote and spoke against him. Wendell
.Ph'illip‘s declared that the seélection’ of Lincoln would
mean the downfall of the Union, or something worse.
General Grant, who had proved himself to bo the ablest
of all the Union generals in the field, was spoken of as
a good man for the presidency.

“If the people think,’’ said Mr. Lincoln, *‘that General
Grant can end the rebellion sooner by being in this place,
I shall be very glad to get out of it.”’

But Genoeral Grant would have nothing to do with those
dissatisfied people, and declared that Lincoln must be
reélected. -

A few of the radicals? finally got together and nominated®
Cloneral John Charles Frémont as their candidate for the
presidency. When Mr. Lincoln heard of it, and was
told that the conweniion' was very small, he took up his
Bible and read from ‘the First Book of Samuel, ‘‘And
every one that was in distress, and every one that was in
debt, and every one that was discontented, gathered them- '
selves unto him; and he became a captain over them;
and there were with him about four hundred men.”

In June a national convention of Union men, composed
largely of Republicans, but partly also of patriotic Demo-
crats, met in Baltimore and nominated Abraham Lincoln
for redlection to the high office which he had filled so long.

Andrew Johnson of Tennessee was nominated for the
vice presidency®.” lle was a Southern man, having been
born in a slave state. Ile had been a slavcholder. But
he had always been a stern defender of the Union and a
fierce enemy of secession®. I{o had won great confidenco
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516 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

ag the military governor of his own state; and his nomi.
nation secured the support of many ‘“War Democrats,”’
especially in the border states.

XVIII. UNION OR DISUNION?

A mationai convention of Democrats met in Chicago
late in the summer, and nominated Genoral George B.
McClellan for the presidency. This convention repre-
sented only those members of the party who were opposed
to the continuance! of phe war; for the so-called War
Democrats were for the most part in favor of the re-
élection of President Linecoln, a1d would therelore vote
with the Union party. ‘“After four years of failure to
restore the Union by war,”” said the membsars of this con-
vention, ‘“‘immediate efforts should be made for a cessa-
tion of hostilities?, with a view to an ultimate® ¢onvention of
the -sta‘es, or other practicable means, to the end that
peace may be restored on the hasis of the federal' Union
of the states.”’

President Lincoln pursued steadfastly the courss which
his rare good judgment and his conscience told him
was the best for the country. Many persons proposed
plans for bringing the war to an end, and every one
believed himself to be wiser than the President. But
Jefferson Davis declared that no torms of peace would be
considered that did not recognize the independenco of the
South. ‘“T'he North was mad and blind,”” “e said; ‘it
would not let us govern ourszlve.; and so ihe war came;
and now it must go on till the last man of this gene afion®
falls in his tracks®, and his children seize his musket and
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fight our battles, unloss you acknowledge our right to self-
government'.  We ave not fighting for slavery, we are
fighting for independence; and that, or extermination?, we
will have.” _

““We acecepled this war for an object, a“worthy object,”
said President Lincoln, “‘and the war will end when that
object is attained. Under God, I hope it never will end
until that time. Speaking of the present campaign®, Gen-
eral Grant is reported to have said, ‘I am going through
on this lins if it takes all summer.” This war has taken
three years; it was begun or accepted upon the line of
restoring the national authority over the whole national
domaint, and for the American people, as far as my knowl-
adge enables’ me to speak, I say wé are going through on
this line if it takes three years more.”

XIX. ELECTED AGAIN

The last weary summer of the war passed slowly enough.

Unmoved by the clamors of his enemies, nndisfurbed®
by their thousand adwerse eriticisms’, the lone

1864 pilo® of the ship of state stood steadfastly by the
helm, confidently hoping that the storm was near its end.

“I see the President almost every day,’’ wrote Walt
‘Whitman. ‘e never sleeps at ths White House during
the hot season, but has quarters® at a healthy location!?, some
three miles north of the city, the Soldier’s Home, a United
States military establishment. I saw him this morning
about 8.30, coming in to business, riding on Vermont
Avenue, near I Street.

“He always has a company of twenty-five or thirty
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cavalry®, with sabers® drawn, and held upright over their
shoulders. The party makes no great show in uniforms?
or horses. Mr. Lincoln, on the saddle?, genorally rides a
good-sized?, casy-going® gray horse, is dressed in plain black,
gomewhat rusty and dusty, wears a black stf” hat, and
looks as ordinary in atlire®, elc.®, as the commonest man.
A leutenant’®, with yellow straps't, rides at his left, and
following behind, two by two, come the cavalrymen in
their yellow-siriped jackets'®

“They are gendrally going at a slow #rol!3, as that is the
pace sot them by the oite they wait upoa. The sabers
and accouterments clanl'*, and the entirely wnornamental
cortége’®, as it trots toward Lafayette Square, arouses no
sensation, only some curious stranger stops and gazes.
I see very plainly Abraham Lincoln’s dark brown face,
with the deepcut lines, the eyes, otc., always to me with
a latent sadness*® in the exprassion. .

““Tarlier in the summer I occasionally saw the President
and his wife, toward the latter part of the afternoon, out
in a burouche'”, on a pleasure ride through the city. Mrs,
Lincoln was dressed in complste black, with a long crap:
veil'8, Theequipage'® of the plainest kind, only two horses,
and they nothing extra. '

“They passed me once very close, and I saw the Prosi-
dent in the face fully, as they were moving slow, and his
look, though abstracted?®, happoned to be directed steadily
in my eye. Ile bowed and smiled, but far beieath his
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smile I noticed well the expression 1 have alluded! to.
Nosne of the artists or pictures have caught the subtle? and
indirect expression of this man’s face. One of tho groat
painters of two or thres centuries ago is needed.”

The election came in November. Of the states that
voted on that day Abraham Lincoln carried every one but
three. Of the electoral votes he received 212, while only
21 were cast for McClellan. "There was no longer any.
doubt as to how the President was regarded® by the coun-
try at larget. His enemies and delractors® were much
weaker than they had supposed themsslves to be. What
c_ould they do now but keep silent, and permit the man of
the people to pursue his own course to the end.

XX, “LET US STRIVE ON TO \FINISH
THE WORK?”

The end was surely drawing migh®. Nearly the whole
of the South was under the control of the Union forces.
General Sherman, at the head of a victorious army, was
marching to the sea through Georgia. Charleston was
taken, and the American flag was again floating over Fort
Sumtor. In Tennessee, the Confederate army tinder Gen-
eral Hood was routed and almost destroyed. In Virginia,
General Grant was besieging Petersburg and threatening
Richmond, the capital of the Confederacy. General
Rohert E. Lee, with all that was left of his onco splendid
army, was making the last desperate’ stand in dofonse of
tho Southern ecause. ‘

On the 4th of March President Lincoln delivered his
second inaugural address. Like his address at Gettysburg,
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.. it was very brief, nobly worded, compact! with

1865 thought, full of tenderness?, breathing the very
gospel® of ‘the brotherhood' of man. Not a word did it
contain of boasting over victories or of rejoicing over
the triumph of his cause—much less of exulting® over
tho dofeat of the South. ‘It had all the solemnity® of a
fathor’s last admoniticn’ and blessing to his children
bafore he lay down to die,”’ says one wio listened to it.

The address will be rememberel and reprated in ages
to come as among the noblest uttemnca)s of modern
times. You may read it many times, and at each
reading yon may discover some new beaunty or some
deep thought worthy of being remembs1ed and poader-
ed upon.

“Tellow countrymen: At this second appearing to
take the cath of the presidential oftice there is less
oceasion for an extended address than there was at the
first.  Then a statement, somewhat in detail; of a cours:
to be pursued, seemed fitting and proper. Now, at the
capivation? of four years, during which public declarations
have been constantly called forth on every point and
phase!® of the great confest't which still absorbs the atten-
tion'? and engrosses the energies'® of the nation, little that
is new could be presented.

“T'ho progress of our arms, upon which ali ¢lse chiefly
depends, is as well known to the public as to myself; and
it is, I trast, reasonably satisfactory and encouraging to
allL.Y With hxgh hope for the future, no pw’dectaonl* in

1. H\}‘L i‘i' ﬁﬂ’ 3. ﬂma » 4 h”j;&‘n z) G}E’E) 6. Qlﬁ;f{f}t: 7-
P SHEEL O B 10088 1LFS: 12 iR 15 8k
i MoE#E.



# = 8 525

HURERRONRRRT- F, "B, MR, BRI, B

ARG, th AR ET. WH SRR kB s

Yl 25 B AT B — (935, A — AT
TR % BT W B 00 HE TRAE MBI SE AR » A —
WSFREY ABE,

SRR T UL B AR M A 2 3 Ry T A A
HR AR T FHFHEE , 55— RO LU R i ¥
WA (L o v S B S

RN : 7658 55 R AR ARG RO AR AT
WO BB — KIS, AT SRR REAIBILT A
TR, TUAE, TESTAREE T 0905 %, 75 SV 3 A B 5
B AR 55 3 ST R BB R R K
ARRBAGR L WAL 0Bi 03 B 4 e,

R AONE IR , TRl — BRI 0 4G TR

B — s BB A RIIE, T8 5568 HA RN A R, 3



- 526 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

regard to it is ventured.

“On the occasion corresponding! to this, four years ago,
all thoughts wore anxiously directod to an impending? civil
war.  All dreaded it—all sought to avert® it. While the
inaugural address was being delivered from this place,
devoted altogethor to saving the Union without war,
tisurgent agents' were in the city seeking to destroy it
without war—seeking to dissolve the Union and divide
effects, by negotiation®.

““Both parties deprecated® war; but one of them would
make war rather than let the nation swsvied’; and the
other would accept war rather than let it perish. And
the war came. )

“One eighth of the whole population were colored’
slaves, not distributed goenerally over the Union, but
localized in the Southern part of it. Thess slaves con-
stituted a peculiar and powerful dnierest®. All knew
that this interest was, somehow®, the cause of the war.
"T'o strengthen, perpetuate!®, and extend this interest was
the object for which the insurgents would rend the
Union, even by war; while the Government claimed
no right to do more than to restrict the territoriel on-
largement of it.

“Neither party expected for the war the magnitude!* or
the duration'? which it has already atiained. Neither
anticipated'® that the cause of the conflict might cease
with, or even before, the conflict itself should cease.
Each looked for an easier triumph, and a result less fun-
damental'* and astounding. Both read the same Bible,
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and pray to the same God; and each invokes' His ail
against the othoer. It may sesm strange that any men
should dare to ask a just God’s assistance in wiinging?
their bread from the sweat of other men’s faces; but
let us judge not, that we be not judged. The prayers
of both could not be answered—that of neither has been
answered fully. The Almighty has His own purposes.
‘Woe® unto the world because of offensest] for it must
needs bo that offenses come; but woo to that man by
whom the offense cometh®)’

“If we shall suppose that American slavery is one of
those offenses which, in the providence of God, must
needs come, but which, having continued through His
appointed time, He now wills to remove, and that He
gives to both North and South this terrible war as the
woe due to those by whom the offense came, shall we
discern® therein any departure from those divine attributes
which the believers in a living God always ase ibe®
Him?”

“Fondly do we hope—-feofvently“’ do we pray—that
this mighty scourge of war may speedily pass away.
Yet, if God wills that it continue until all the wealth
piled by the bondman’s two hundred and fifty years of
unrequited'? toil shall be sunl'®, and until every drop of
blood drawn with the lash!'t shall be paid by another
drawn with the sword, as was said three thousand years
ago, so still it must be said, ‘The judgments of the Lord
are true and righteous altogether.’

“Wlth malice'® toward none; \Vlth chayr qtz}‘“ for all; \Vlth
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firmness in the right; as God gives us to see the right, lot
us strive on to finish the work we are in; to bind up the
nation’s wounds; to care for him who shall have borne the
battle, and for his widow, and his orphan*—to do all which
may aclieve and cherish® a just and lasting peace among
ourselves, and with all nations.” '

No other inaugural address was over so brief as this;
but it will endure in the hearts and memories of the people
long after all others are forgotten. ‘‘America never had
another Prosident who found such words in the dopth of
his heart.”’

XXI. IN RICHMOND

On the 3d of April General Grant entered Potersburg,
which had been abandoned® by tho Confederates, and
at about the same time General ILee, with his broken
and discouraged army, marched out of Richmond. The
President, who had been waiting for some time at City
Point, hastened to join General Grant and with him
walked through the deserted streets of Petersburg. On
the following morning he embasked' on a government
gunboat®, and, with no companion but his son Tad, went
up to Richmond, of which General Weitzel had just taken
Possession.

Silently and without any triumphal display he entered
the fallen capital of the Confederacy. 'The city was full
of confusion; angry and deunken® men were filling the
air with threats and cusrses’; houses were burning; . the
negroes, turned loose upon the world were wild \VLth t.hen‘
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532 ABRAHAM LINCOLN

new-found' freedom. Yet the President without “one
thought for his own safety walked through the streets

unaotlended® The day
and his

mth many c@nﬁmtmﬂ'
emotions.® . He was
“perplexed* and suf-
fering.”” Inone hand
he ecarried his hat
. with which he was
| trying to fan himself.
The persprration® rose
in drcps wupon bis
heated, cureaworn® face.
In his eyes was fthat
old-time, far-away ex-
1w nlehmond pression, as though he

were. Sesm.ﬁ“ visions' of another world. |

But, as he walked, the fact soon became known and was
repeated among the blacks that the tall, homely stranger
was ‘‘President Linkum.’’ Their enthusiasm at seeing
him knew no bounds. They crowded around him, they
followed him with blessings. IHats and handkerchiefs
were tossed inko the air; the young danced and shouted,
and the old wept tears of joy. Cries of ““‘Glory! ““ Hallelu~
jah®’’ were heard on every hand.

One old Aunty® had a sick white child in her arms, who
was alarmed at the swrrounding ri0f!®, and was crying
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534 ABRAHAM LINCOLN
to go home; but the good negress! keopt trying to get the
child to gaze at the President, which she was afraid to.
do, and she would try to turn the child’s head in that
divection, and would tura around herself, in order to
accomplish the same object. ‘‘See wyezh3, honey,” she
would urge®, ‘‘look at de Savior, an’ you’ll git well.
'Pouch the hemt of his garment, an’ yo' pain’ll be done
gone.”’

Another black woman, crazed with delight, could do
-nothing but jump up and.down, clapping her hands and
shouting, ‘“‘Bless de Lord! Bless de Lord! Bless de
Lord!”? - ‘

On every side young and old were springing into the
air, spinning® around in circles, knocking® their heads
together, shouting in each other’s eara;—

" ““‘God bress Massa Linkum!”

“‘He’s de Messiah, suah!”

“Oh, dis am de judgment day!”

“I’se on de mount of rejoicin’!”

“Come, Lord, I’se ready to go!”

‘I seo de chariol’ of fire!”

“My tribulations® all done gonel®’

“Jerusalem®, my happy homel”’

“Daro’ll be no more sighin’ dar!”

“May do good Yord bress you, President Linkum!”

The President, embarrassed'® and painfully disconcerted!?,
"bowed silently to his humble friends and moved slowly
on. But soon the street became so packed!? with the wild
multitude that a body of soldiers was sent to clear the
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-

way. The President was escorted! to the house in which
General Weitzel had his headguarters®.  He did not know,
or if he knew he took no thought of the fact, that it was
the very house which Jefferson Davis had occupied as
President of the Southern Confederacy, and from which
he had hastily fled only two days before. Owvercome
with the strain® of the last few hours, he sank info* the
first chair that was offered him. It was the chair which
the Confederate chieftain® had used at his writing desk.

XXII. FRIDAY, THE FOURTEENTH
OF APRIL

On the 9th of April, at Appomattox Courthouse, Gen-
oral Lee surrendered to Gieneral Grant. The half-starved
Confederate 'soldiers were supplied with rations by their
victors, and each officer was permitted to retain his side
arms, his baggage®, and his horse. Three days later the
remnant’ of the army which had so long and so bravely
withstood® the superior forces of the Union had dispersed®
in every direction. The terrible war which for four years
had desolated'® the country was at an end.

The Union was saved, and Abraham Lincoln’s work
was done. .

The 14th of April was Good Friday'®, the day which
the Christian world observes as the anniversary'® of the
orucifizion of the Saviowr®. In the afternoon tho Presi-
dent, feeling relieved in a measure from the great burden
which he had htorne so long, went driving with Mrs.
Lincoln. He was in fine spirits, and talked ah la’u_ahed
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with & cheoerfulness of masiner which he had not shown
for years. IHis wife did not understand it, she grew un-
easy. ‘I have seen you thus only once before,” slie
said kalf reproachfwlly', ‘‘and that was just before our
dear Willie died.’’ '

That every President Lincolu with his wife and a fow
friends-attended the theater. At a few minutes past ten
o'clock an assassin?, whose name may Wwell be forgotten,
entered the boz® in which the presidential pariyt sat. All
wereintent upon the play; and no one saw him enter. He
pointed a pistol at the back of the President’s head and
fired. He leaped down upoii the stage®, shouting: “‘Sic
semper tyrannis! 'The South is avenged®!’’ Then he ran
behind the scenes’ and out by the stage door.

The President fell forward. His eyes closed. He nei-
thet saw, nor heard, nor felt anything that was taking
place. Kind arms carried him to a private house not far
‘away. But there was no hope.

At twenty minutes past seven o’clock the next morn-
ing the watchers at his bedside announced® that he was
dead.

The whole nation wept for him. In the South as well
as in the North the people bowed themselves in grief.
Those who had been his enemies and detractors suddenly
began to realize® how wonderful a man he was—how great
his intollect, how tender his heart, how true in all his acts.
In every part of the world there was sincere mourning;
and in‘cvery civilized land tribufes'® of sorrow and apprecio-
tion'! and love were paid to his memory.
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His Lody lii'as taken to Springfield, where it rests in a
tomb built by the people of the country which he saved
from dismemberment! and ruin.  When the morument? that
stands over his tomb was dedicated®, General Grant spoke
truly the conviction of every patriotic heart, *‘In his death
the nation lost its greatest hero; in his death the South
lost ite most just friend.”

XX111. BLEGY*

Walt Whitman, the “good gray peet®’’ who had so often,
during the battle summers, watched the President riding
through the streets of 'Washington, has loft us the follow-
ing noble tribute to the Captain who so bravely steered®
the ship of state through the storm and stress” of oivil
wari—

%0 Captain! my Caplain! our fearful trip is done,
The ship has weather'd every rack, the prize we sought is won,
The port is near, the belis I hear, the people all exultings,
While follow eyes the steady Leel’, the vessel grimi® and daring;
But O heart! heart! heart!
O the bleeding drops of red,
Where on the deck my Captain lies,
Fallen cold and dead.

“Q Captaint my Captain! rise up and hear the bells;

Rise up—for you the flaz is lung--for you the bugle trilis\t,
For you bouquels and ribbon’d wreathsl2—for you the shores

a-crowding®3, )
For you they call, the swayinz mass, their eager faces turning;

Here, Captaint dear father!
This arm beneath your head!
1t is some dream—that on the deck,
You've fallen cold and dead.

LA 2ons 3B 4RI 5 RIEBSEIIAS 6 HEEL T8
SO 0.M 10,865 1) SRMIERFEAEIARS 12 ARXRAATRENEE 10 7R,



8 = & 541

M RS B AL TR 4%, TS R M 43 5
FIZERL BB A M B 52 A R S A ST, A
SERTOOREIA A, R R 6 1 SR B g D Ry
FREEISHEE, “MeseiEISREER B0y RAM S B ey e
AR B RATER RN, ”

—= K

SETHILDY , R REA M @ 3 e X Z ]
BT AN R, SRS RO P B e
SERE RN MRRIE ) (O 6, AT F T 08 — 4 2 150

RE—

%, 4T FRA ST R IMAN RIS A T R BBI T,
SEN KD £T, RIMFRAIE IR T,
BRIET,BRRELT, AR,
BRIV T ¥ L B ARAYRIE;

{8 3205000 6] VoBo 951 10T 1
W EFALATTE N,

ARBEH S RETNER,

b ST E A A Y

L ETAE TR Nt _

L —— BB RIS Y — R A B RIS,
TR AT IS TR, PR LA A B IR R

FEE AT, R A S ORI R, I A AN R YIS RR bR 5

38 00, W AR AYRE
SN A AR T !
i R ——FEAAR L
ASTFEN R BT«




542 ABRAHAM LINCOLR

“My Captain does not answer, his lips are pale and still,
My father does not feel my arm, he has no pulsel nor will,
The ship is anchor’d? safe and sound, its oyaged closed and dofe,
From fearful trip! the victor ship comes in with object won;
Exuit, O sheres! and ring, O bellgt
But 1, with mournful treads,
Walk the deck 1y Captain lies,
Falleny eokl and deads”?

Tae Fiweoln Monument, Rpringhold

—————
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