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PREFACE.

The object of this book is twofold. First, it is intended to furnish
the Chinese residents in Shanghai with a knowledge of the real
conditions of Shanghai and practical methods of preventing legal
trouble and loss. I have therefore given some directions for the
prevention and detection of various irregularities and for the protection
of the life and property of individuals, hoping people may be able to
successfully utilize them. It has been my endeavor throughout this
book to give details, swhich have resulted from my own experience and
personal investigation, so that it may meet, as far as possible, the lack
of experience in others.

Every description in the book has been the subject of my personal
investigation, and illustrated in every case by practically sound and’
workable advice, that, I hope, may improve the welfare of the public.
I have excluded all such explanations as are merely illustrative of the
ordinary written regulations; also all descriptions which may tend to
the commission of more mischief. It has been my endeavor to describe
things in such a manner as would be easy of comprehension by
Chinese of all classes, °

For the convenience of such readers as may wish to learn more
of the procedure necessary for public welfare and self-protection, I
have added, at the end of this book, a number of forms, which may be
used to write for further information. These forms, however, will
only hold good for three months from the date of purchase, as methods
of procedure are sometimes subject to change.

Second, it is my object to furpish the Shanghai Chinese resident
with a book which shall serve as an adviser in his daily communication
with the various classes of people—a book in which he will find
practically and fully described many of the procedures he is likely to
take while dealing with persons in various matters and which will
therefore relieve him from the necessity of tediously devising ways
and means as to how he may free himself from trouble and loss. In
this way unnecessary work and money can be spared, while there will
also be less trouble for the local authorities, who have often been busy
in handling cases that would have been avoided if civilians had only
known how they could protect themselves. This, in time, will assist
in carrying out true reforms, as, when the good learn the art of
preventing crime and protecting themselves, there will be less chance
for the bad to make trouble. For five years I have been an interpreter
in one of the police stations and have often felt that many difficulties
could be altogether avoided if people only knew how to deal with them.
. Further, to meet the wants of Chinese in-general, I have added,
in the form of an appendix, three essays describing the importance of
proper systems in commerce and government, and of Christianity,
which is the foundation of civilization. Although this book is a simple
one, it has been my hope that the reader may learn from it some of
the conditions towards making a God-fearing and law-abiding citizen,

S Wone TsA0-LING,
Shanghai, China. _

October, 1918.
Seoacsaetie
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