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Subject: taji i igsion! S .
i
o sfu®) 2
A copy of a letter from Shri Samar Guha to .-
P.M. may please be seen. I had submitted a draft reply’
to this letter and F.M. had approved it before his
departure for Ottawa. He had suigested, however, that .
the draft reply be shown informally to Mr. Justice Khosla.
Thereafter, the Minister of State may like to submit
the draft reply to P.M. for direction whether it should
issue under his signature or whether P.M. would like
to reply herself. If P.M. herself wishes to reply to
Shri gamar Guha, the draft may be the basis of her letter.

-2 ‘I‘hé draft has been shown to Mr. Justice Khosla
and he has no comments to offer.

v Be Since then, Shri Samar Guha has gilven Advance

Notice of a Question on this subject in the Lok Sabha
and the Iok Sabha/have asked us for facts. These have
been supplied to the Lok Sabha Secretariaf

\: zf P : _
(VQCQ Trivedi) . [
Secretary (East) !

4-8-1973 - i
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SECRET

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
East Asia Division
' S f e g

Placed below is an item which appeared in the
HINDU dated 12.7.73 on the visit of the Netaji Inquiry
Commission to Taiwan., The item is by the HINDU
Gorrespondent normally based in Tokyo and makes the
following points:-

a) The Secretary of the Commission, Mr.S.L.Chopra,
wrote a letter to the Government in Taiwan
addressing it to the "Government of Formosa,
Foreign Department", 3

That visas for the members of the Commission were
given on the intercession of the India-China-Burma
Cultural Association of Taipei and the India-Free-
China Friendship Society in Delhi;

b)

F
The work of tne Netaji Inquiry Commission would
require official cooperation and, according to
Mr. Samar Guha, the (Taiwanese) Government is
willing to cooperate with the Commission provided
the latter formally approaches it for assistance;

The item also states that Indian official agencies
such as the STC and MMTC have considerable
commercial relations with Taiwan and address their
letters to the "Republic of China",

a)

2. The decision to allow the Netaji Inquiry
Commission to go to Taiwan to collect evidence was taken
after Shri Samar Guha, MP, in a letter/to the Prime
Minister had suggested that the visit to Taiwan by the
Netaji Inquiry Commission could be arranged through
unofficial channels without involving the Government of
India directly in requesting the Government of Taiwan for
such a visit, The visit was ultimately cleared on the
specific condition that all political involvement would
be avoided.

3. In reply to a communication from MHA on the

sub ject, JS(EAs had specifically suggested,vide letter

dated 9th Feb,1973, the following :-

a) If the Commission decides to go to Taiwan,
interviews should be arranged through .unofficial
channels;

It would not be advisable to use the good offices
of any friendly associations (like the Taiwan-
India-Friendship Association or any civie
association;

b)

Interviews with members of the Taiwan Foreign
Office or Taiwanese personalities were to be
avoided and anything which was likely to be
construed as political involvement with Taiwan
steered clear of.

p-.t.-o./ﬂ_ )

n s
Lo Fr. o

7, A Sy (=




4. We mgy bring the above news item to the
attention of MIA requesting information they might
have on the letter allegedly .written by the Secretary
of the Commission to the "Government of Formosa" and
also on the statement made by Shri Samar Guha that the
Government (of Taiwan) would provide assistance on
being approached formally. It is quite likely that this
question will be raised during the next session of

Parl iament,

It ——

(V. K. Nambiar)
US(FE) 138.7.73
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Minisrry of Bxternal Affairs ‘
(Bast Asia Division)
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In the press c¢lipping placed beiow at flag ‘X',
it has been reported in "The Patriot" of 23rd July? 1973 ‘
that Shri Sumar Guha, MP, -stated in Calcutta that "the
Bast Asia Départmant of the External Affairs Ministry )
deliberately attempted to sabotage the work of the Netaji
Inguiry Commission by dssauing secret directives.!" It has
also been stated that this Department "scuttled" the -
Commission's freedom andg-prohibited it "from addressing ‘

. any letter to any department of the Government of Taiwan or > -~

any non-official association Seeking their cooperation," -

This circumscribed the independent juridical authority
of the Commissxon and frustrated its work in Taiwan,

2 - The question of\the Netaji Inguiry Commission's
visit to Taiwan has been extensively examined in the Ministry
and it was in deference to the strong feelings of the
Commission that weAinally agreed that the Taiwan visit could {4
take place. In a"letter issued. with the approval of FM and '
F3, JS(EA) informed the Ministry of Home Affairs (flag *a') =~ T
that it was desirable for, the Commission not to dependon |
any inter-mediaby organization ' for their examination of |
vitnesses, It was also necessary to caution the Commission = |
that they should not do anything which would allow their g
visit to be interpreted as an official one. Therefpre, it
would be advisable to avoid official contact with Taiwanese
officials, particularly the Foreign Ministry,

3. Our suggestions. were incorporated in a letter whieh ]
- the Ministry of Home Affairs addressed to the Commission. ‘
,A draft of this letter, which was shown to us by MHA or
issue, may be Seen at flag 'B', Paragraphs 4 'ﬁbﬁ

draft are’ relevant to the eharges made hy Shri Sumar G

4. Ay nerusal.

Directbr (E.s. ),,_ SRR
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
R Co IYER, ¢ qeama
UNDER SECRLTARY . MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

New Delhi-110001,
April 23, 1973. w\t,}\,
WW3/eMD /23 '\ r1¢
ixd Dear Shri Uppal, ﬁ/;ﬁl_,;{q \]J

Please refer to the corresponde ”efr sting
with your Ministry's d.o. letter No,1683-J5 (E) /73
dated 9th March, 1973 regarding the proposed visi%
of Khosla Commission to Taiwan. The Commission
have now come forward with the proposal to visit
that country on their own, taking into account
the advice given by the Ministry of Lxternal
Affairs,

2e The following will be the members of the
party which is expected to visit Taiwani

o 1, Chairman of the Commission
2, Secretary to the Cammission
3. The Counsel to the Commission
4, Priwate Secretary to the Chagpman
5. Personal Assistant to the Chafiman,

A proposal for obtaining the clearance of the
Screening Committee of Secretaries to the

expenditure involved is being processed separat€lye
Your Ministry hawve already expressed their views

o regarding the proposed visit., Formal clearance

of your Ministry for the members’ of’ thé deputation,
1f considered necessary, may kindly be sent to us

by return as we have to mention®™In the note for

the Screening Committee of Secretaries, K« Coommission

Cons,der ’K} h'tn'/ 7 all Z cloaa P wno

?01-7“,-1-: t&‘&‘Eﬂ#q-

Yours sincerely,

x.‘— : /)\, Q//\%T
(Re Co Iyer) T

Shri Se K. Uppal,
Under Secretary,
Ministry of External Affairs,



iy

IMMEDIATE )
Sp SENGE
.K. U 'Da].
Under era (J)e l
N 0.0/551/5/’?2-.1’?. April 30,1973,
Dear Shri Iyer, /gd"-" "‘IZ |

Please refer to your leéter No.24/6/71-Poll.lI
dated 28th April 1973, recarding the prorosed visit
of Khosla Comm ission to Taiwan and the Ministry of
External Affairs views on the subject.

2. We have already conveyed our views to the Ministry
of Home Affairs and woul d like to emphasise the following
two peints :-

(1) We have agreed to the visit of the Commission
very reluctantly; and

(11) We also feel that it would be desirabl e

that as few peovle as possible should comprise
the Commidsion's team visiting Taiwan.

Yours sincerely,
(S R U'!'Dal)
Shri R.C. Iyer,
Under Secretary s

Ministry of Home APfairs i
Hew Delhi. : = / /,7 9

-~
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R.C. Iyer, _ 23 g ween
" Under Secretarye » ™ NISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

New Delhi~11001,

May l, 1973,

Dear Shri Uppal, - J.loa(s'r/ 'I g%,
-jrﬁ,is'ﬁntinuation of my earlier

letter of ‘even number of the 13th April, 1973,

on which, presumably you- are pursuing the natter

with our I--Iissic':nn_ in London. ‘Qﬁ>\)4'f

2e In your letter IJo.Q/SSl/S/’?Q-J’P, dated

25th July, 1972 you had mentioned that our

M_is:sion in London had not been able to obtain

a copy of "INTERPRESS", It appears that during

the last session of the Commission, Prof, Samar

Guha, M.P, had submitted a copy of the English

translation of this Magazine, __,The Commi_ssion

have now requested that the matter maif' be pursuéd I_

with our Ivfission in Gondon who may be requested"

to make further efforts to produce the orif;inal”

copy for Gthe C'on'nnis'slion. %1 am desired to requesﬁ

that you may . talce further action accordmgly. _
A Tours s:.ncere(l—y/j g2l

%f;hgérssle}érg%g?]};’ = ?ﬁé}) s

M,E.Affairs, I New Delhi, ST et e N
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. Neu Delhi, with reference to his D.0. Wo. e

: linistry of External Affairs éb., : { H
D) o |
S.K. Uppal, (Bast Asia Diwisi::tn) :

Under SOQrotary(J) : {L\ N\

D0, !o.G/SﬁUS/?HP-:Vol.II K !{ Dated the 3rd May 1973

SUBJECTs~ Collection of material concernimg Yetajl for present-
' ation bdefore “etaji Enquiry Gommission.

T - \ ‘,'T

;s - ™ lm

Dear Smt, Mathat, p CRay

o

Please refer to the Mission's legter *».Po1,59,97 dated

10th July 1972 coneerning the availability in London of’

Interpress which is known as a magazine 1:sued by one of the

occupying powers in 1945, The Misslonwwte about Interoress /

and Weekly Intelligence Review; [

"ie have ohected with the Imperial War Musoum, the |
Ministry of Monen l'.ho (new) Wational Army Museum, the British -
Museum and the bo g “'ranecis Edwards™ which apeeialim
in books on nutary subje¢ts but non¢of them know anything a“out
these publications,™ :

2. Hinistry of Home affalrs have now written to us as Cdbws:
"It appears that during the last session of the Commizsion f
Professor Samar Guha,M.P., had submitted a copy of the lngﬂah
translation of this magazine(Interpress), The Commission have
now reguested that the matter may be pursued with our

Mission in London who may be requested to make further efforts
to produce the orl.cinal copy for the Commission”,

3. We do not know how many times the nnuim was
ished in 1945, But some issues of it obviously have
ferences to Wetaji, You are kindly requested to look
for the magagine in London once again,

Yours sincerely,

Sl s o

Under Seeretary(J)

Smt, Halen J. Mathai,

girstcmmtsry E iy
igh Commission ndla,
Lgndon.

o

Copy to Shri R.C. Iyer, Under Se Ministry of Home “f"-“‘
ol1.11 dated 1.5.73

Under Secretary(J)

i S



) ﬁ*) U E/ IMMEDIATE s

»Mrs Helen J; Mathai

First Secretary(Pol) HQUSE
ALDWYCH,
No.Pol/69/9/1 : . . LONDON, W.C.2.

May 3, 1973 o

L)’
Dear Shri Uppal, 3 \%

With reference to your letter No.C/551/5/73-JP,
dated the 16th April, 1973, I enclose a copy of the
reply, we have received from the Foreign & Commonwealth
Office and the enclosures of copies of documents they
have been able to find which might be of interest to
the Netaji Inquiry Commission.

With warm regards,

Yours sincerely,

Shri S.K., Uppal
Under Seeretary(J)
Ministry of E.A.
New Delhi.

Enc: As above,



v:S‘;-_

|
FSB 10/7

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office presents its compliments
to the High Commission of India and has the honour to refer

. to the High Commission's Note dated 9 January concerning the

Neta ji Enquiry Commiss ion,

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office regrets that it is umable
to trace the reports believed by the High Commission to have been

. submitted to the War Office in 1945-6 but the documents deseribed

below may be of use to the High Commissi»n in this connection.

I. Diaries of the Supreme Allied Commander,
South East Asia in WO Class No.1972

A summry of records in this class relating to the death
of Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose which are in the Public Record
Office is attached. These papers are filed in date order and
may be viewed in the Public Record Oifice on presentation of an
authoritising letter which may be obtained from Miss Fortescue,

South Asian Department, FCO.

II. Militery HQ Papers Far East, WO Class No.203

In pilece No.4498 (Collaborators-policy) in this eclass,
enclosure 286A is a memorandum by the Director of Intelligence
which deals with the alleged statement by Mr, Gandhi that he
believed that Chandra Bose was still alive and supports the
evidence given by his "personal Chief of Staff and Military
Adviser" Habib-ur-Rahman that he died after an aircraft accident
on 18 August 1945.

III.
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YMEDI4 1% {7

S XK. Upp'.l' :
Under Seeretary (J). 6

-

No.C/581/6/72-3P .11 May 8,1973.

. rf \
Dear Shri Iyer, /S"§ /
Please refer to your letter No.24/27/71-

Poll .1T dated 13th April 1973 regarding the

availability in U.K. of documents which can throw

light on Netaji's disappezrance in 1946. I am
ssese enclosing with this the documents (in original)

received from our High Commission in Lond-n along

with ikx copy of letter No. POL/69/9/7 dated May 3,

1973, vhich may be of use to youn. \\ PP

_ ~$15)

Yours sincerely,

St
(S .K. Uppal)
Shri R.C. T,
Under Secretary,

Ministry of Home Affairs,
New Delhi.

Encl. as above
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«0.N0,24/6/71L-PO11 ,IX
CIEGREC T K 4 g

/D

t I} : W GOVERNMéN’I‘ OF INDIA &
R. C. IYER i TATEY .
UNDER SECRETARY o ;55( B

35 44/ MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

Seyg-cAd oy . New Delni-110001,
= . MR P
Dear Shri Rama, 7 = ' ,A\\P“?J

Please refer to the ebdrrespondence resting with
Shri Uppal's D.0.No,C/551/5/72-JP, dated the 30th April,
1973 regarding the proposed visit of the Netaji Commi-
ssion of Inquiry to Taiwan, I had discussed this
matter with you over the telephone yesterday.

24 The Screening Committee of Secretaries, to whom
the proposal for the deputation of the five individuals
referred in my earlier communication of even number
dated 28th April, 1973 to Shri Uppal was referred,

have sanctioned Ehe progosed visit subject to the
condition that only either the P.A, or the P.S. to the
Chairman may accompany the delegation besides the other
three members, However, since stenographic assistance
ete, would not be available through other official
sources at Taiwan, the Chairman of the Commission has
again reiterated that he would like to have both his
P,A, and P.S. to accmnpan{hhm. In this connection,
we would like to know whether it may not be more
economical if arrangements could be made by the Commis~-
sion to hire a Stenogmpher locally at Taiwan itself

or Hong Kong through the good offices of our Mission
there, who would also proceed with them to Taiwan. You
had aiready indicated that ft would not be possible far
our Mission in Hong to make available any such
assistance, In case a Stenographer is to be hired
privately, payment would have to be made to him for his
services in foreign exchange, I shall be grateful if
you could ascertain immediately from our Mission in
Hong Kong as to what would be the charges involved in
such stenographic assistance, according to the rates
prevailing in Hong Kong/Taiwan, Such assistance may be
required far a period of approximately six days. In
case it would be possible for the Mission in Hong Kong
to arrange for a local Stenographer who would accompany
the Commission from Hong Kong to Taiwan, it would be
necessary to take into account the cost of passage

....2



$ 23
involved from Hong Kong to Taiwan and back, |
I shall be grateful for a very early reply, '

Yours sineerely,

(Ro C. IYER) —'

Shri K.K‘S. Rﬂn&.’

Z Secretary (East Asia) 9
M:I.nia ry of Extenml Affairs,
'w .

s e et A B e A bl e, B A P gy eyl W s b1
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DP Shri L, N, Rang

;“ l‘ J
K, 8 L
%;puty s.&%'.ry (BA)
No. b{S’S‘l/ﬂ?P"Ip '_E 25th May, 1973

As you may be aware there have been plans for the
Netaji Inguiry Commission to visit Taiwan, Recently the
Government has taken a decision to permit this visit provided

‘the Commission makes its own arrangements and the visit takes

on as much ofA"non-official” status as possible.

2. The Commission has run into a problem over
secretarial assistance. The Ministry of Finance turned down
their proposal to take a P,A., from India to cover the gpan
sessions of the Commission, We have suggested to the

Ministry of Finance that one alternative t be for the
Commission to hire stenographic assistance Taivan, since
the work would not in any case be of a confidentiasl nature,
Before £ Finance can agree to this tho{‘mt to have some
idea of the approximate cost :lnvolna in stcnetnphic
assistance for a swm% I would imag tha :
ttanogngh&s can be in Tailwan although it may be
difficult for you from Hong Kong to give accurate information.
Aa{ indication which you may be able to give on this would be
helpful,

3.

In this context the Finance Ministry has also /
considered the possibility of hiring a stenographer in Hong
Kong and taking him to Taiwan, (Of course this would become
ute;;sgy ?nly if stenographic assistance in Taiwan vere not
available.

4. Since the Finance Ministry has to take an urgent

decision I request that you bend us a brief telex
o:thosmionmdonth information you may be able to
give us, : ;

|
'
v

%' Yours RIM!' =

(XK. K,” S, Rana

Commissioner of T .:',
HONG EKONG.

-
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Telegram RESTRICTED

CC3 No. 06235

From: Comind Hong Kong. JéZJ
Tos Foreign New Delhi. T')/Grf/ptw
um TiTG: MAY 201240
STR: MAY 310810
Year 1973. :
£t /qs .
MOST IMMESIATE /“ éﬁ L
No. 39. : 3{
X . : ] = B X “:"5-'«_“—-—}'.
RaNA from RaNGARAJENg-7 =
Your latter of 2513 May regarding stenographic
assistance for Netaji Inquiry Commission. Cost of
= | having stenographer on daily basis would be spproximatoly
* by ch. 50 to 60 Hong Kong dollars or. Rupses 65 to 80 per day.
De

Mrs. BAIG was permitied entry to China some
hours aftcr* the* main body of delegation.

Have written
‘ l ll » detailed* letter by bag 29th Maye.,

|jgﬁ w" J1 PRIME MINISTZR: SECY TO Ij: Bl BT T3 SECY Ty SHCY W3
- ”
ey .

AS TD: AS ASW: JS AD: JS XP: JS BEA: DIR COCRD: DIR PP:

DIR HD: 28 EST: DS RA: US NGC: CAD SECY: SECY REAWING(2):
rown—=- ‘CHAIRMAN JIC. SR - '
"MIHTA ..S.f 24cs, ‘/b ;h@“ Es
31-5-13 [ /%UPERINTE DENT(CCB)
\ 'hls_  RESTRICTED
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G. S. Iyer, ‘ 0}
Under Secretary(C)

D.0.No. ¢/s57(5/+" I June 2, 1973

Dear Shri Iyer,

We had checked omrthe cost of stenographic
assistance in Hong Kong in connection with the visit
of the Netajl Inquiry Commission to Taiwan, as desired

by you.

Be The cost of a stenograshar on daily basis

would@ be approximately 80 tc 60 HRAoilars, which would 4¢
about Rs.65-80 per day.

Yours sincerely,
h
(Gt S. A n)
Shri R.C. Iyer,

Tnder &a,ratary {Pol.I1),
Ministry of Home Afra.irs,

New Delhi.
19
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) GOVERNMENT OF INDIA/ BHARAT SARKAR.
SD) MINISTRY OF HOME AFPATRS/GRIH MANTRATAYA

,)qﬁ\‘} . NEW DELHI-110001 DATED THE JUNE 15,73,

ORDE R, (Ll )
SUBJECT¢ VISIT OF THE NETAJT INQUIRY COMMISSION
~ TO TAIWAN (FORMOSA). T

sk K
\Y)L ¢

Sanction of the President is hereby accorded to
the deputation of g-

\

;L; .
5 ?t’ (1) Shri G.D. Khosla, Chairman, Netaji Inquiry Gommission,
H/,/j;:/i (ii) Shri S.L. Chopra, Secretary, Netajl Inquiry CGommissiong
(1i1) Shri T.R. Bhasin, Counsel, Netajl Inguiry Commission,
(iv) = Shri M.L. Anand, Private Secretary to Chairman,
Netaji Inguiry Commission, and
RS Shri H.L. Kyndra, P.A. to Chairman, Netaji Inquiry
Commission.
to Taiwan (Formosa?) for purposes of inquiry into the
disappearance of Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and
the subsequent developments connected therewith.

-

Ca_ . The terms and eonditions of deputation are as
follows g-

(1) PERIOD OF DEPUTATION: The period of deputation will
be 9 (Nine) days including 2 days! stay in Hongkong, and
the deputation will commence on the date the Commission

and the Officers leave India and will terminate on th

0 date on which they return to Indla. :

(11) PpAY %ND ALTOWANCES: Full pay and allowances as
admissible to them in India, will be payable in rupees.

(1i1) ASSAGE: Shri Xhosla will be entitled to travel
by air by Standard ( Ist ) Glass both ways at his optlon
and Sarvashri 8.L. Chopra, T.R. Bhasin, M.L. Anand and
H.L. Kundra will be entitied to travel by alr by
Economy Glass both wayse

(1v) DATTEM ATTOANCE, ACCOMMODATION. TIP MONEY ETC. .

Sarvashri Khosla, Chopra and Bhasin will be
entitied to split rates of daily allowances as admissible
to Grade I Officers during the period spent in the place
mentioned in para.l above and reimbursement of actual
expenditure on tips subject to the maximum of 10%4 of
accommodation charges under the split rates of daily

- "allowance or the tall inclusive! rate of D.A. in
~ " accordance with the orders issued by the Ministries of
External Affairs and Finance from time to time. . 3

S
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8/Shri Anand and Kundra will be entitled to split rates
131l inclusive! rates admissible to Grade II Officers
in accordance with the orders issued by the Ministries
of External Affairs and Flnance, favh

(v) ARRTAGE OF OFFICIAIL PAPERS: :

‘%Ee officlal records upto 60 fgs. during the
onward journey and 75 fgs. during the return journey will
be carried at Govermment expense as air cargo.

(vi) MEDICAL FACILITIESt The Chairman, Secretary,
Counsel, P.5. and P.A, Of the Chmiriizyion will be entitled
to the racllities of medical treatment ete. during their
stay at the place mentioned 1n para.l above, in accordance
with the orders contained in the Ministry of External
Affairs circular letter No. F.8(2)MP(00,138/56), dated
20.11.1956 as amended from time tc time.

(vii) ENTITLEMENT TO HEAD OF MISSION TREATMENT: — Shri
Khosla will be entitled to THead of a Mission! treatment,
when nd aceompanied by his wife, terms of accommodation
during the period of deputation. :

(viil) CONTINCENT EXPENDITURE ON HIRING OF TAXIS,
OFFICE ACCOMMODATION, TYPEWRITERS ETC. AND

LTERS STC,
DATLY ALIOWANCE/TRAVELLING ALLOJANCE TD
WITNESSES. | :

Shri Khosla is authorised to sanction expenses on
hiring of taxls, hiring of office accommodation, hiring of
tgpewriters etc. and grant of Daily Allowance/Travelling
Allowance to witnesses upto a total of Rs,25,527/- (Rupees
twenty five thousand five hundred and twenty seven only)
éin local currency) at the place of their visit, in Taiwan

Pormosa) and an amount of R.1l,000/- (Rupees one thousand
only) as transport charges during the stay of the delegation
at Hongkong, _ : e :

3e The Commission of India, Hong Kong, are hereby
authorised to make payments of D.A. to Sarvashri Khosla,
chopra, Bhasin, Anand and Kundra 1n local currency as
admissible to them during theipStay in tho.respective
places. They are also authorised to make payment to

Shri Khosla for incurring expenditure on hiring of taxils,
office accommodation, typewriters etc. and for zaiinag
making payment of daily allowance/travelling allowance

to witnesses ete. as indicated in para.2 (ii) (viii) above.
They are authorised to make pavments in question in =
accordance with the terms sanctioned in this Order without
waiting for any other aunthority. The Ministry of Flnance
have agreed to this sanction being regarded as an authority
for payments, : S

GOn‘td. . op.3



.ﬂ,ﬁJ

L35
i j,:-:if.?'
page ¢ 3
4 The expenditure involved will be met by
re-appropriation from the sanctioned budget grant of
the Ministry of Home Affalrs for the year 1973-74.
5. This sanction issues with the concurrence of
the Ministry of Finance ( Department of Bxpenditure)
(R.D.KAPUR)
UNDER SECRETARY TO GOVERNMENT JF INDIA.

COPY TO 2=
1. The Accountant General, Central Revenues, New Delhi.
2o The' Treasury Officer, New Delhi.
3. The Ministry of Finance EDeptt. of Expenditure)N.Delhi
4, The Ministry of Finance (Deptt. of E.A.) New Delhi.
8 e Baaonve BBt of W19 ANy Bedbien, m.n.a.

. The Ministry of External Affairs, New Delhi,
(shri S.K. Uppal, Urder Secretary)

8a Shri G.D. Khosla, Chairman, Netajl Inquiry Commission,

Reserve Bank Building, New Delhi.
9e Shri S.L. Chopra, Secretary, Netaji Inquiry Commission

Reserve Bank Buiiding, New Delhi,

10, Shri T.R. Bhasin, Counsel C¢/N Secrétary, Netaji
Inquiry Cunmission, New Delhi.

11, ghri M.L. Anand, P.S. to Chairman, Netaji
Tnguiry Commission, New Delhi,

12, Shri H.L. Kundra, P.A. to Chairman, Netaji Inguiry
Commission, New ﬁelhi.

13, Netajl Inquiry Commission,Reserve Bank Building,

New Delhi. _

(R.D. KAPUR)
TUNDER SECRETARY TO GIWERNMENT OF INDIA

copy forwarded for information and necessary action s-

The Commission of India, HING KONG.

F&rv“{%?:i“

(R.D. KAPUR)
UNDER SECRETARY T2 GOVERNMENT OF INDIA.
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1916 W ATHIC
R By Kapur . / GOVERNMENT CF INDIA
Under Secretary Tz wEEATen

D.0No.24/27/71-Poll ,II MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

New Delhi 110001
Q&, June 15, 1973. N
L §707 [ERD[73 ‘\,."j}

Dear Shri Uppal, u/‘%}

Plegse refer to your d.o. letter”
No.C/561/5/72-JP-Vol.11, dated the 2rd liay,
1975 to Smt. Mathai, First Secretary, Hig
Comnission -of India, London, regerding
collection of materisl concerning Netaji for
presentetion before the Netaji Ingquiry Commissim.

2 e 1 shall be grateful if you may kindly
inform us whether our Missiom in London have

been gble to get the originsl copy of the magazine
INTERPRESS . :

5 The Commission recuire the original
copy of the mggazine urgently, as their -
ergument session is likely to start in the later

part of July, 1973.

Yours sincerely,

P~

(Ro Dc K?Pu-r)

Shri §. K. Uppal,

Under Secretary, i
Vinistry of External Affeirs,
New Delhi.




AMMSDIATE /- Wi
2 S.Ke Uppal, / \/l,j ’
Under ocrot.iry(-f )

0
L ey YsSIfsIN-1, Dated 21st June,1973

SUBJECT:~ Collection of material concerning Netaji for
presentation before Netaji hqu!ry Commission,

Dear Smt, Mathai, /g.w@)‘

Please refer to our letter No.C/551/5/72-JP-Vol,II dated
3rd May 1973, on the above mentionéd subject. I had requested
!gu in articular to loock for a copy of the Magazine called

INTERPRESS ™ published in 1945 and having rofonneu to Netaji.
The Ministry of Home Affairs have written to us again about
the urgent need of the copy of this Magazine., You are kindly
requested to let us know dof:lnitoly about the availability
of this Magazine in Lendon.

Yours sincerely,

o
( 8.K. UPPAL )

Smt, Halen J’.Ihthai,
First Secretury

ﬁ miu!m of India,

: L kS
Copy to Shri R,D,Eger, Under Secretary, Ministry of
Home Affairs New Dol%. w:lth reference to his D.b. No.
©4/27/71-Poll.11 dated 45.6.73.

T @) ﬁ/ S :

Under Seeretary(J)
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S« L CHOPRA NETAJI INQUIRY COMMISSION (1970)
SECRETARY dfe sae, fiwe 7% fafeen
- mifwarie 8 98- T
Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building
Parliament Street,-New Delhi-1

Dear @Bri-Uppaky - ~:oeclzpDligoht 980G Tay
- As you are aware, Ministry of Home Affairs,
Government of India, have sanctioned the deputation:
of the Netaji Inquiry Commission for a visit to
Formosa in comnection with the enquiry into the
circums tances leading to the disappearance: of .2
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose after 18th August, 1945,
, A copy of the Order is enclosed.

/ 24 The Commission consisting of five officers will
leave India on 8th July, 1973 ( as per itinerary

/ enclosed) for Hong Kong, where the party will stay
from the afternoon of 8th July, 1973 to 10th July
1973, and proceed to Formosa on the 1lth July, 19.'33.

3e I request that our Mission in Hong Kong may
kindly be approached for the following facilities
to be provided to the Commission for the under-
mentioned officers, for the said daysi-

(1) Shri Justice G.D. Khosla, Chairman of the -
Commission ('Head of the Mission' status).

(ii) Shri S.L. Chopra, IAS, Secretary to.the Commission,

(i11) Shri M.L. Anand, P.S. to the Chairman.
(iv) Shri H.L. Kundra, P.A. to the Chairman..

The fifth of ficer namely, Shri T.R. Bhasin,
Counsel of the Commission, will make his own arrafgements
and the Mission in Hong Kong need not book accommodation
for him in Hong Kong.

FACILITIES TO BE PROVIDED:

(a) ACCOMMODATION: Accommodation on the approved
scale may be arranged for the above officers. The
Chairman ranks in S1,No.21 of the Table of Precedence:
as a retired Chief Justice of a High Court,

contd.. »Pe 2
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(from pre-page)

(b) %IMQEHQS% An officer of an
appropr ate rank in the Embassy knowing the
local language may be designated as the Liaison
O0fficer with the Commission to look after their

SRy S0 AP sRsedEs VL L T o e e 0 S Ie EA T :

(e) gBANEBQ%L The Chairman and the Secretary
of the Commission may be received at the airport
on.arrival and seen off ‘on departure. At least

two staff cars may be deputed with a Lialson Officer
at the airport on arriv'al and’ dsparture.

4, ‘ A oopy of this ].etter is also being endoraed
to our Mission in Hong Keng. :

Immadiata action is solicited.

M"(_ fered /‘*—{{7%&' | _" Yours sincerely,
(S.I. CHOPRA)

x » s
-1 X .‘..

¥

Shri S.K. Uppal IFS; - i 1 R Sl A : !
Under S.ecratary (Japan) T N R
. Ministry of External AffairS, L
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Under Secretary(FE)
: June 20, 1973

®)
/Q.rﬂ

Please refer to a copy of a letter
No.3/13/73-NC dated the 19th Jume, 1973,
from the Secretary of the Netaji Inquiry
Commission (1970) regarding their visit to
Hong Kong from 8th to 10th July, 1973.
Necessary facilities as detailed in their
letter referred to above may kindly be
provided to thenm.

o ¢ 15172~

Yours pninmly,
n
(V. K. Nembiar)
T.C.A. i i
e TaL., Yo
ssion of India, 3
Hong Kong fﬂg
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SECRET "\’ j
. COMMISSION OF INDIA

. A 304. AlA BUILDING 1, STUBBS ROAD:

HONG KONG
577. ﬂﬂ73
™

“« June 21, 1973 2

audd b Please refer tc correspondence resting with our telex)of
T 7T R ol the 29th May regarding the visit of the Netaji Inquiry Commission to
& No 9 Taiwan. ‘gw l')
2. We have received a copy of a sanctzon issued by the Ministry

of Home MYairs dated 15th June 1973 indicating the terms and conditions
of the Commission's visit to Taiwan for 7 days and Hong Kong for 2 days.
A copy of the sanction has been endorsed to Shri S.K Uppal, Under Secretary.
o In your letter of the 25th May 1973, you have communicated
that the Goverument has permitted the Commission to visit Taiwan "provided
the Commission makes its own arrangements." The question is does it include
: ensuring that they will be given visas to visit Taiwan if and when they
b‘\ 7_"‘0"_ present their affidavits issued by this Commissicn to the Gedwa Travel
! Service? e T

Yaed 7 4. There has been a lot of correspondence in Octobepto December 1970
1 0n the question of visas for the Commission to go to Taiwan. At that time

: qg,:ﬂ l{ we had clear indication that the Taiwanese authorities would refuse to

give visas. This questicn does not appear to have been pursued since then,

- » ¥ 5. I wonder whether any soundings have been made with the Taiwanese
¢ 2 authorities through non-governmental contacts which might give the Commission
,7‘ reason to haépe that visas will not be refused.

6. I presume the Ministry wouldfiot like us to make any informal

soundings.
vs(¢e) :

A, o2 Kind regards,

bedow . —A) (-1 fert--
Mﬂ N:“; : ‘}V o&.A ‘:S\m &5 A) p / YourImcerely,

S : Yo

(L.N. Rangarajan)
shri K.K.S. Rana,

Deputy Secretary (EA),
Ministry of External Affairs,
New Del_hiq
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- invol official deal

. 7

S. Rana
girf;tor (Bast Asia)

No.C/851/5/72-0P 23rd June, 1973

/g.l" ' QO

Please refer to your letter No,HON,551(1)/71
dated June 21, 1973, regarding the visit of the Netaji
Inquiry Commission to Taivan,

We are avare of the earlier corresponde
gi the dimculﬁea concerning ogainm a visa for Taiwan.
However, some months back the decision was taken that
the Government would have no objection to the visit of
the uiry Commission to Taiwan (vhich the Commission
itself deemed to be most important and essential)
provided the Government was not called upon to make any
:rtmo‘u‘;s a’:-: the Taiwan v&;lt.“'rhh glm :}lm
“gﬂ it was deci t the Commission would use
:gﬂnl? travel 8 to arrange visas, accommodation,
ete. may also add for your information that
iEmeesion, e, adrlesd te ok, etme oL 2 2,
bt le v  as
s vith tggz 'ruu? Government,
It was also suggested that official contacts with the
Taivan Government, particularly the Foreign m:y
officials and prominent leaders, should be a

3. We would, therefore, confirm resumption
that thers would be o need for you to make sy Kind

of soundings om behalf of the Inquiry c-u:‘t:n

g:;leorniu the visa or any other aspect of the visit to

wvan,

&ril-.l.la’
Commissioner o In.::
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Mrs Helen J. Mathai b, _IIMMiDIATE ;
First Secre‘tary(POl) / %"TB % f/\ﬁ@/":r 2 INDIA HOUSE
; _/ = ALDWYCH
No.POL.69.9.7 ¥/ LONDON
7 wWC2B 4NA

(12

June 28, 1973

Please refer to your letter Nos.C/551/5/72-JP.II,
dated 3rd May and 21st June, 1973, regarding the magazine
"INTERPRESS".
2. I have exhausted every possible source in this country
which might have some information regarding the magazine,
But,unfortuntely, I have not been able to find any one who

Dear Shri Uppal,

has even vaguely heard of it. ;
3. The only "INTERPRESS" that exists as far as most journalids
know is the INTERPRESS NEW SERVICE, which was an American Ve,
Agency. You might like to try our Embassy in Washington
on this matter.
4. With reference to the Weekly Intelligence Review, there
;?_7 is no record of this magazine in British circles. The
Economist used to have a similar Review, but this is not
the magazine you require.
{T]}' 5. Despite the fact that we seem to have pulled a blank
again, I am continuing my efforts to locate the magazine.
You may perhaps like to inform the Ministry of Home Affairs
that we have hitherto not been successful in acquiring it.

On P

-
{

Regards,

Yours/si rel |

T , /‘ ;
(o] ; 3 # |

(Hel#n % ;§33225 : |

Shri S.K. Uppal i

Under Secretary(J)
Ministry of E.A., I
New Delhi //



8 .K. Uppal,
Under Socretary (I) % J C] )

g

No .C/551/6/72-JP. July 4,1973.

Subject : Collection of material concerning Netaji
for presentation before !otnj:l Inquiry

Commission. 3
Dear Shri Gppha, U k

Please refer to letter No.24/27/71-Poll. II dated
1st May 1973 from Shri R.C. Inr regard ing the availability
of a magazine called "Interpress" in Londen. This magazine
is said to have been published by one of the occupying
povers in Germany after the end of the 2nd World War and had
contained references to Netaji.

2. We had vwritten to our High Commission in London
request ing them to make all efforts to eollect a copy of
the magazine. I am enclosing with this a copy of letter
soes No .,P0D.69.9.7 dated 28th June 1973 receiwl from our High
Commission stating that despite their best efforts they y
hl.ve not been able to obtain a copy of the INTERPRESS so fu'. '

Yours sincerely,

(/ (S .K. Uppal)

Shri Asok Nﬂl.
Under Secretary,

Ministry of Home Affairs, W/
New Delhi. '

Encl. One A 1,,,')



— €
COMMISSION OF INDIA
304, AlA BUILDING. 1, STUBBS ROAD.
HONG KONG

V6o u—/gﬂﬂﬂj ng- A

COMMISSIONER
TELEGRAMS: ''COMIND", HONGKONG.
®  TeL. No. 746323

TrE wua 6
™ No ,HON. 551( 1) /71 Q20 June 26, 1973

» Wosq &Y (5 #1122
Just a line acknowledge, with thahks,
your letter No.C/551/5/72-JP dated the 23rd Jume 1973
regarding the visit of the Netaji Inquiry Commission

to Taiwan., I am particularly grateful to you for

taking the trouble to explain the background in
detail., I'-..

Kind regards, \

Yours sincerely,
) Ld QO-( “:
576 (L.N. Rangarajan )

Mﬁ}ﬂ}ﬁm’l K.K.S. Rana,

Director (East Asia),
qu;ﬂ M :2:1321-1;};1 of Externgt Affairs,
yas ﬂﬁﬂk

?-S-- Q Ruows ¢w 20) e B  Onday  Dow Wy Mow

—
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GOVERNMENT OF INDJA
S.L.CHOPRA : 55 A1 wiw mraw (Qaee)
SECRETARY NETAJI INQUIRY COMMISSION (1970)
dfre Fa1e, feae ¥ fafsen
o -¢ - e y
;\ qifwarizsdie, 4 Gea-v

Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building
Parliament Street, New Delhi-l1 _TNDIA

_ JUNE 26, 1973.
Dear Commission, i ‘@U,“)
I have the honour to %24{ your kind attention

to my D.0. letter Fo.3/13/73-NC dated the 19th June,
1973, addressed to &hri S.K. al, Under Secretary
(Japan), Ministry of External airs, New Delhi, with
a eopy Lo you regarding the fortheoming visit of the
Netaji Inquiry Commission to Kong and Taiwan.

A copy of this letter is enclosed for ready reference.

2. The Netaji Inquiry Commission headed by Chairman
and accompanied with four officials will be reaching

Hong Kong on 8th July, 1973, at by 310. As already
requested, necessary ities T ng the provision
of transport accompanied with a Liaison Officer to receive
the Commission's party at the Airporton ‘the abover date,
pmay kindly be made.

3. The Mssioh'a party will be leaving Kong
on the 11th July 1973 for Taiwvan by CX 522, m-huon

will stay at Hong Kong from 8th to 10th July, 1973,with
a view to obtain necessary visas for going to Taiwan.

4, I shall be grateful for prmdin; necessary arrangement
vhich may facilitate us to obtain the requisite visas for

the gategory of persons indicated in the letter enclosed
herevith. ‘

5 It was also requested to arrange for booking of
accommodation in an appropriate hotel for all the members
of th.'iu-ty ( exelud Shri T.R. Bhasin, Counsel of the
Commission) in one hotel at Hong Kong according to the
entitlement of these officers.

6. I shall be highly obliged if you kindly confirm the
ﬁm;c:]‘mts made at the earliest convenience, preferably
a cable..

Netaji Inquiry Commission

m Commission of India, :

PTo
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N0.3/13/73-NC JUNE 26, 1973.

N
8 - _@Q\

Copy to Shri S.K. Uppal, IFS, Under
Secretary to the Government of India, Ministry
of External Affairs, in continuation of my d.o.
of even number dgto& the 19th June, 1973,

5 (8.L.CHOPRA)

: SECRETARY.
386270
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NO. 24/6/'?1-?011 11 Wi
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA/BHARAT SARKAR :
MINISTRY JF HOME AFFAIRS/GRIH MANTRALAYA %’

« Qr_ NEW DEIHI-1 JULY 3, 1973.
£ R

e SUBJECT: VISIT OF THE NETAJI INQUIRY COMMISSION TO W),
TAIWAN (FORMOSA). W
ok oK K ’///8-

In continuation of this Ministry's 9rder No.24/6/71-
Poll.II, dated the 15th June, 1973, the President 1is pleased
to sanCuion that the period of ¢ eputation shall be 10 days
ineluding 3 days' stay in Hong Kong, instead of 9 days
including 2 days! stay in Hong Xong.

0 The President is also pleased to sanction that
Shri M.L. Anand, Private Secretary to Chairman whose pay plus
dearness pay is equal to R.800/- per month shall also be
eligible for split rates of daily allowance as admissible to
External Grade I Nfficers during the perlod spent in the place of
P Y. deputation in accordance with the Ministry of/Affairs!' letter
> No. 9GA/681/1/69-Vol.IT(BAI/69/1/66) date& the 7th July, 1969,
3. This sanctlion issues with the concurrence of the
Ministry of Finance (Deptt. Expenditure) vide their

T.N.N0,5138-HF/73 dated 2,7.1973. Pi\"ﬂ‘?"ﬁ,'}h 1%

y (ASOK GUPTA)
Under Secretary to Government of India
gv‘J\Q/ Copy to @
1. The Accountant General, Central Revenues, New Delhi.
iy The Treasury fficcr, New Delhi.
3 The Ministry of Finance (Deptt. of Expenditure)
New Delhi.
4, Te Ministry of Finance (Deptt. of E.A.) New Delhi.
S, Reserve Bank of Indla, New Delhi.
6 Finance Section, MHA/ Ac.I Section, MHA.
7. Ministry of Bxt, Affairs, New Delhi (Shri S.K. Uppal, US)
8. Shri G.D. Khosla, Chairman, Netaji Inquiry Commission
> 9, shri S.L. Chopra, Secrctary, Netaji Inquiry Commission
10, Shri T.R. BhaSin, Counsel, cﬁo Secretary, Netaji
Inguiry Commission.
11, Shri M.L. Anand, P.S. to Chairman, Netajl Inquiry
Commission.
iz, Shri H.L. Kundra, P.A. to Chairman, Netaji Inquiry
: Commission.
13. Netaji Inguiry Commission, New D?}pi 3'3')®
- (459K G*JPTAQ AP
o - Under Secretary to Govt. of India-

Copy forwarded for information and necessary action to ¢-

The Commission of India, HONGKONG. [wflets 3\-,)33
(ASOK GUPTA)
nder Secretary to Govﬁ. of India.

SR s
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FOQR S K UPPAL- UNDER SECRETARY (JAPAN) 1,“‘,, rehsiorpaiing -0 K

i -4“_-‘“*_-&‘ ‘W
‘-—-"'”'

PLEASE CONVEY FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO S L CHOPRA SECRETARY "‘WW

& NETAJI ENQUIRY COMMISSION QUOTE YOUR LETTER NO. 3/13/73-NC jslé;ﬁ’)}
DATED JUNE 26 1973 STOP COMMISION WILL BE MET AT THE 1) [I |35” i
AIRPORT BY LIAISON OFF ICER STOP SUITABLE ACCOMMODATION
IN HONGKONG RESERVED STOP TWO CARS WILL BE HIRED STOP i /@/ i
AIR INDIA BOOKING ACCOMMODATION AT TAIPE! UNQUOTE STOP

COMIND g i
* £.4) bty
FORE IGN ND2899 RN EE TR
eh If.}' L,:jc_j_/}/‘
FORE 1GN ND2899 ikt
o e a—v-—d ™.
FORE IGN ND2899 W‘*# ““”‘7*‘{“ *’&w g5 :HP;"" t A
HX4034 COMIND w‘% sk G B g ?

PLS ACK+? 7 73 l
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_FORE IGN ND2899 f = b‘}qf /. W ‘-’A é}—)

“HX4U54 COMIND

1
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(Bast Asia Division) Q})

M

Reproduced below is a copy of a Telex
Message received from our Commissiom in Hong Kong -

" YOUR IETTER NO.3/13/73-NC DATED JUNE 26, 1973.
COMMISS ION ¥ ILL BE MET AT THR A TRPORT BY LTAISON
OFF ICBR . SUITABLE ACCOMMODATION IN HONG KONG
RESERVED . WO CARS WILL BE HIRED . AIR INDIA
BOOKING ACCOMMODATION AT TAIPEI."

(8 .K. Uppal)
Under Secretary (Japan)
4.7. 1978
l. Shri 8.L. &opn.
Secreta ,not:ii Enquiry Conmission,
Reserve India Building,
Parliament Street,
Few Delhi.
2. shri Asok Gupta, 07 .

Under Seeretary,
llin:l_stﬁior Home Affairs,
Kew De .

MEA u.o.No .c/s’fsﬁr;.n.n dated 4th July 1973



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(BEast Asia Division)

TIVES OF INDIA, NEW-DEIHII

< DATED: St S i -.__ Tl

' /fwo recall -
Netaji’'s :
plane crash

TAIPEL July 6 A 48-year- o?d'
Taiwanese and former privale 'in
the lapancse army claimed here
today he had |fuauh-.d the remains
of Netaji has Chandra Bose |
following hls plane  crash on |
August 18, 1945 -

Mt. Chang Chuan, a retired em-
ployee of the state-owned Taiwan
power company, also claimed he
had personally delivered the re-|

| mains of thaji Bose for crema- k
et tion.

3 An Indtan inquiry commission, T —— et
e o headed by Mr. G. D. Khosla, 1.-.1 :
- o arriving here next Waﬂnesday in| :
an attempt o establish the mcum-'
stances of the “disappearance”
S Taipei of Netaji Bose a few t!ng
aﬂer the )apanmc  surrender, 12

GaThl:n loal:al 'l“Chém-Ind:a-Bum
vlon cultural and economic
ciation™ has urged Chinese cmzms
to help the commission,

Mk Mr. Chang told the mass circu- |
ﬂ:’ Jation “United Daily” he had been
ordered to guard. coffin of .

Netaji Bose af the former Japanese
ital in southern Taipei,
'g SE.IO?NCHUI Bose’s coflin ‘was |
too big ‘to be sent into the incin- |
erator. Therefore his remains had |
to be transfarrod into a small ore. |

-satgl he had seen another |
mjl.h\ﬁd ieved to be
Netaji secy

:  the 'wlu
| piloted by A hpﬁmmm hecéltmant-
| crashed at the = 'Paipei sungshan
| (Pine Tree mountain) airport short-
r“"*-ly tfm' mlﬁc-bﬁ}_ The pﬂot ‘was,

" mtecl Dli! .ﬁmher
: g‘oﬁd a reader. Lan Mmg Yi. as
~ saying he also wiinessed the plane
- erash. Lan was an anrporg construc- |

ﬂoﬁ nr‘m the tme. ey Y

& said he had heard that the | ,{5_2_(

plane had carried several seaior
apanese ‘officers and valuables. It ' /rf"

cmﬁednbdn:iakmaﬂerhkmﬁ
_He said he had heard from an

§ -l:ixpdkl Indian also died
- | Tk _

B
|
I

{ ‘a remark which rer
Bl ,'h:s mo‘ry-—-m

;
e : e
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RAMA from RANGARAJAN, .
g} Netaji Enquiry Commission left for Taipei this

evening as scheduled..
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Ministry of External Affairs
(East Asia Division)
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Formosa Amnnoyed over Indiamn

Official’s *“Faux Pas™

From K. V. Narain Metals Trading Corporation ba overcome when Mr. Chopra,

which have considerable com- on arrival here addresses a

TAIPEI (Formosa) July 11. mercial relations with Taiwan, fresh communication to autho-

A diplomaﬁc Faur Pas com- alw. address their letters to rities here in the proper form.
mitted by an official of Indian

the public of China”. 5

AJUALTRIN Boyvics, IR whe G GRS o R e
ther w nglx or unwittin e Governmen ere w paten! eann make

o W almost decided to refuse the any headway here without offi-
Commission entry to the island cial co-operation, has not s
but for the timely help by far addressed any letter to thc
friends of India here, parti Republic of China Governmen
- larly &mt‘bem _Ym;g-,‘- Chair- rgguastlns help and co-opera:

ee

>
Ly

déd0000

assist the Netaji In COm
mission, it is unlikelv the
- Government wﬂl give ahr
ofmﬂal ‘co-

cmﬁnqleaﬂon is nd-t-

: Accordin to Mr. Samx
Guha, the ernment s wil-
ling to eouperate with  thc
Commission provided the latter
,lormaﬂy ‘approaches it for as'

Meanwhile; local
talaytiion. and mm'o'e?:é"iém
gsvn full publicity to Mr. Sa
wla:en he ;:kplnin by bjec-
> the ol
g:u of the Commlsnon'a v!-’"

However, wﬁat the Commis:
sion w h ;
l‘: ll:.'llm.l tﬁ:%. eo!mtm ;

60#’0960&5000600000060009

00099#;900.00.9005
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_ faunn and
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ONFIDEN
No.C/551/5/72-JP.
GOVERNMENT OF INDIA "South Block"
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS New Delhi.

(EAST ASIA DIVISION)

July 17, 1973
I am enclosing a copy of a news item vhich app eared

in the HINDU of 12th July 1973 on the visit of the Netaji
Inquiry Commission to Taiwan.

2. The news item states,inter-alia, that the Indian
official agencies such as the STC & MMTC which have consider-
able commercial reldions with Taiwan address their letters

to the "Republic of China". We would like an t clari-
fication from you whether in fact letters are essed to
"Paiwan" or "Republic of China".

(V. K. Nasbier)
Under Secretary(FE)

§ ¢

Shri M.M.Gupta, : Q,J({/
Chief Mkg. Manager,

State Trading Corpn.,

Chanderlok Bhawan, 7 ( 9

New Delhi,



CONFIDENT
No.C/551/5/T2=dP. w

GOVERNMENT OF INUIA "South Block"
MINISTRY OF EXTEENAL AFFALGS New Delhi.
(BAST ASIA DIVISION) July 1%, 1973

1 am enclosing a copy of a news item which sppeered
in the HINDU of 12th Jaly 1973 on the visit of the Netd!.
inguiry Commission ite Taiven.

e The news item states,inter-alia, that the Indian
official agencies such as the STC & MMIC which have consider
able commercial reltions vwith Taivan eddress their letters
to the "Republic of China"e Ve would like on clarie
fication from you vhether in fact letters ave cssed to

"Taiwvan" or “depubliec of China",

(Ve Ko Nombier)
inder Secretery(Fr)

67(

Shri S. Ramachandran,

Ch ai man, 3 : W/QAJKF/
Minéwals & Metals Trading Corpn,.,

Exress Building, é

New Delhi. B /7

B
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(EAST ASIA DIVISION)

I am enclosing a copy of a news item which appeared
in the HINDU of 12th July,1973 on the visit of the Netaji
Inquiry Commission to Taiwan, which is sel f-explanatory.

2. We would 1ike to have your clarification whether
a letter was written by the Secretary of the Commissior to
the "Government of Formosa®™., We would also like to know
whether Shri Samar Guha had actually sought the assistance
and cooperation of the Taiwanese Government. :

3. This letter issues on the direction of the
Director (EA).

(V. XK. Nambiar)
Under Secretary(FE)




MINISTZY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(East Asia Divsion)
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/Taivs‘rahésé official gathers
information on Netaji

TAIPEI, JULY . 7—A former
worlter at & Japanese Air Base
in Taipei' recalis guarding the
casket of Subhas Chandra Bose,

whose fate is ‘=till “eonsidersd
unknown, a Talwandse™ am;ua,l 5 FRo, .. qQuoted Mr. Chang as|

said yesterday reports AP.'
Mr. Tao Yung, the oﬁlcial :
said he has been collecting in-

| formation on Bose' for & meven-

member inquiry commission
headed by Mr. ¢. D, Khosla
due in Taipei next Wednesdav
The commission, inquiring int:
exactly what happened ‘to Bose
‘has visited Manila, Singapors
and other Asian cities. - Y 5

The Japanese say Bon.-whoua- :
efforts to free India from’ ‘Bri
tish rule brought him into a
wartime alliance with Japan.
was killed in a plane erash on
Taiwan in  August 1045. Re-
mains said to be his are in a
temple near Tokyo.

Mr, Tao  =aid Mr. Chang later that some ranking officers
Chuan, 68, of Taipel, reported he and an Indian were aboard.

had seen Bose's casket at a
Japanesn Army  hospital 1in
Taipel. ('ruwan wans rulld by

e e,

.~ .Mr. Tao said Mr. Chang toid

Japan from 1885 until after
world War IT). 4
“T remember clearly because
1 stood ‘guard before the caskaf
altogether for 24 hours” Mr

saying. Mr. Chang could ' mof |
be contacted yesterday, !

him the name “Handora Bohsu"
—a Japanese phonetic spelling |
was written in Japanese on the |/
casket, and that he later wax
among & group of men ordered |
‘to cremsate Bose’'s body. Mr |
Tao said Mr. Chang does nat
km what was done with toe|

-Anotlxar Taipei man, Mr. Lan
[ng-Yi, 49, told Mr. Tao that he
was digging trenches for the
Japanese at the airport on
August 18, 1945, when he gaw
flames from a crashed air
plane, He sald he was told

Investigations into  Bosga's
disappearance have been going

on :l.'or nearly 20 years, f

(ﬁ/ 1

-
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MINISTEY OF EXTERNAL AFF AIRS
(East Asia Divsion)

HINDUSTAN STANDARD —--- CALCUTTA

Dated:

[[=7=23

0

“Indian MP

doubts Netaji’s
death in Taipei

TAIPEL  JULY 10.—Netajl
Subhas Chandra Bose, reported

' killed in an air erash here 28 |

vears ago, might still be alive |
and under detention in the |
Soviet' Union, according to a
visiting Indian member of Par-
llament, reports Reuter. -

The MP, Mr Samar Guha,
said there was no convincing
evidence that Netaji Bose died
in the plane -erash,

Mr Guha eaid Net.g»jl Bose
might have flown to the Soviet
Union to seek Russian help in
ridding India of British rule.

It was possible that he was
under detention somewhere in
Siberia, Mr Guha added. |

But a former Japanese Army
private said in a newspaper in-
terview published here he had
seen Netaji Bose's body. !

Chang Chuan, 48, of Taipei,

. told the United Daily News he

had hesn on cremation detail
and that Netaji Bose's body
was cremated in Taipei t.uraa‘;
days after the crash. \
A commission of inquiry form-.
ed in India to determine Netaji

Boge's fate will arrive here on'
Wednesday to carry out inves-

tigations, /

T

P
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Ministry of External Affairs
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(East Asia Division)

'ewe— NEW DELAI

Dat-ed..-......

i

3

Khosla paﬁél :
|looking for
‘Netaji’s nurse

TAIPEL, July 13 ((AP),

The Indian mission innﬁtlgamm
the fate of Neta)l Subhash Chan-
dra Boge, = who disappeared in
1045, is looking for a former Japan-
ese army nurge belleved 1o be the
‘witness" in an investigation re-
port: published in 1056. /

“If we can locaté the nurse, our

.| mission heére would be eomplahad‘

sald the group’s spokesman. “The

The nurse, identifled as Chen,
hsia, reportedly attéended on ota-
§i et a Jupanese army  hospital
in Taipei, where reports bald he

.| was laken affer a plane crash on

August 18, 1945,
According to the 1056 te;mt

| which the spokesman sald

compiled by an Indian’ mumallat_
A
n e 5aW :
_shnmsr after the crash.

* No further 1duntlﬂcmon of the |

{Inurse was glven in the 1856 ve-|

rt. She was reporled t0  have,
.lnhu"!ﬁdl af.thoﬁmac!'

oommisaton headed
D. Khosla, held heat-

5S
E _

| ings all W\W 1!8 mmm

m"mw.

/‘-\'_‘*N....ﬁ‘_.
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/Netaii probe body
Nlooking fora .

Japanesé nurse
b TAIPEL ,  JULY 13—The

Indian mission investigating the

fate 'of Netaji Subhas Chandra

» Bose, who disappeared in 18435,
= is -looking for a former Japanese
Army nurse believed to be the

“witness" in an investigation

:pm‘t published in 1858, says

: ok

“If we can locate the nurse,
our mission  here will be com-
pleted””  said  the group's
spokesman. “The Government

‘‘here is: {rying to help us":

:‘\ The nurse;, identified as
‘' Cheng Pi-hsia:  reportedly at-
’ - tended on Netaji at a Japanese

Army hospital in Taipei; where -

+ Teports said he was taken affer
" a plane crash on August 18.194;%
8

s =

('
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(East Asia Divsion)
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HINDUST AN STANDALRD —-- CALCUTTA

Da.t.ed": | 8"“7"‘7}

o proof found
of Netaji's death
in Taipei : Guha

TAIPEI, JULY 17—The
Mission inquiring into the fate
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose
has “found no proof whatx
soever” that Netaji died in
Taipei, Mr Samar Guha, MP

~and mission aide, said today,
veparts AP.

Japanese reports ' in 1945
said Bose died in a plane
crash in Taipei while fleeing
from British authorities,

“Some reporis by . Britlsh
and US inielligence hinted
Bose has escaped from Ta:pei

" 1o the Soviet Union”, Mr.Guha
said in a wrilten statemenf. -

_Mr  Guha is ow in Taipei
to assist fthe inquiry ﬁﬁﬁgon
hzaded by Mr G D Khosla,
who did not comment on the
‘possibility of Bose’s death in
- e reported crash. J

The mission arrived in Tai~
pei on July 11 and has ques-
tioned 15 persons, who claim’
to have knowl e ot Bose's
d=ath or the serash. .

Taipei is the mzsmons ‘seventh |
and final mmt;gahon site.

l{hdebate on Bose' s repo:tleu'i
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Ministry of External Affairs
(East Asia Division)

Hipdustap Times, New Delhi

.Dated: 1S D 93




- Ministry of External affairs
ol (Bast asia Division)

The Patriot o New Delhi
. e Dated: \%'1'73
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.-~ : MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
S ~ (Bast asia Division)

TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DEIHI
% DATED:

The:a buomethins
;mneuc ahoul._the lﬂmﬂm
umsim;t .‘h :
ng}\ g to do aﬂicml bl-l&l;ﬁeﬂ
: A faipei must be prepared fo res-
Khneeﬂ_h.ao ‘pmt :ts hﬁmmfmeu.
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5 Cre o ke Two.

(PE)\'W O USCCIFa93 Y.

1T
} 3 COMMISSION OF INDIA
har 304, AlA BUILDING 1, STUBBS ROAD,
T.Ce Ae Rangachari ONG KONG
Thirad Secretary Ds ‘,’2’“-,.' (r"”);

#}l o iwa
No,HON.551(1)/71, b';l{(;g{f\ “July 6, 1973.@

\Af"ﬁ’w J

{alel"lus

)

I am encloging photostat copies of news reports
regarding the visit of the Netaji Enquiry Commission to
Telwan and translations of reports from the Ta Kung Pso
and the Hong Kong Times regarding the same., The Ta Kung
Pao report is an AFP degpatch while the Hong Kong Times
is a CNA despatch, The sgme item has also heen carried
by the Wah Kiu Yat Po based on a Pan Asia despa and
the Sing Tao Jib Pao based on the CNA despat The
contents are more or less the same ag the Tg Kung Pao

and the Hong Kong Times.

Al WMI',

MIE) . dba. Ko . Yours sincerely,

T
&-ﬂ 7 TcCvo R Chari)

Shri V. Nambiar, ~"
Under Sec::ta:; ( FE)’* \% v
Y

MEA (Videsh Mantralaya),
New Delhi,
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Hong Kong Tigﬁs;- i
CNA Taipei =~ 3rd July, 1973

(Translation)

India will send officials to Taiwan to investigate
the circumstances of Bose'!s death.

Seven members of the Investigation Commission appointed
by the Government of India, will fly to Taiwan on the 11th of
this month,in order to investigate the death of Bose, a leader
of the "Free India" movement, 28 years ago in a plane crash
in Taiwan,

The Head of this Commission appointed by the Government of
India is Justice Khosla and it is expected that the members of the
Commission would stay in Taiwan for a week. It is hoped that
people from various walks of life who have any information regarding
Bose would give it to the Commission.

The Commission also hopes that the concerned bodies of the
Government would also give the necessary assistance. During the
concluding years of the Second World War Bose planned to have an
alliance with Japan - and with the help of the Japanese might expel
the British forces frojf India, and because of this he came to Japan
and Taiwan to have contacts with the Japanese. On the 18th August,
1945, the Japanese plane in which Bose was flying crashed near
Taiwan but the circumstances are not clear,

FAERRH
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Ta Kung Pao - 3rd '.—}&"ly, 1973 ~ Translation

Indian Delegation will visit Taiwan

The Taiwanese English language daily, China Daily News, today
reported that an official Indian delegation will arrive here on the
11th of July to investigafe the death of an Indian national leader.

7 .
' It is said that this Indian leader died in an %g erash which
occurred in Taipei on the 18th of August, 1945, which/the third day
after the declaration of the unconditional surr@gnder by Japan.
This Ind leader is called Bose and during the Second World
- War he was the l€ader of the' "Free India" movement whieh-wes—pro-ispanese,
and was the leader of the Indian national army, The "Free India"
movement was based in Singagpore.
o The China Daily News said that the circumstances in which the
TR

- plane cpashed in Taipei was not clear. Thi#® Indian investigation
team is led by Justice Khosla and he would visit Taiwan from the
11th to the 17th of July., The aim of his visit to Taiwan is the
hope that they would be able to gbtain Some evidence regarding whe
Bose's air crash.

Mt it o G e,
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V. Ko Nﬂhll!‘. ’
Under Seeretary(FE)

Ho. f//SJ‘ / /5/72* :nﬂ

i y .
.g (s f

July 12, 1973

Thank you very much for your lt;tter

NOJHON.551(1)/T1 dated 6th July 1973, emelosing
news reports im the Hen 1 and w
on the visit to Taiwan of the Netaji Enquiry
Commission. It will be interesting to see if the’

Chinese react to this "official" visit of the
Commission to Taipeh.

Yours sincerely,

(Y. X, Nembiar)

e

Shri T.C.A. Rangachari,
Third Seeretery,
Commission of India,

Zong Kong.

-
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No, T.24/6/71-FOLL.IL
Goverment of India/Bherat Sarkar
Ministry of Home A faira/GriHTMan%ralaya.

ses

Now Delhi 110001, |7 July, 1973
24 headha | 1895

Subjeets  Visit of the -Net'a'j;. Inguiry Commission
. to Taiwan (Formosa). i
[ LA *

(i In this Minigtry's Order No, 24/6/71-Foll,ll,
dated the 15th June, 1973, on the subject mentioned
above, for the ex1s£1ng para 4, the following para 4 : o
may be substituteds- | y : % |

"4 The eigendfture involved will be_debited to
major head "71"-G, Miscellancous-G.I-Special
Commisgiong of Dnguiry - Commisgion to enaire '
into the:circumstances leading to the disappearance
of Metaji Subagh Chander«Bose in 1945 - under
Grant Vo, 51-Othor Lxpenditure of the Ministry

of Home Affairs for 1973-74 and will be met

by re-appropriation from the sanctioned budget
grant of the inistry of Home Affairs for the

year 1973~-74,"

hhs
( ASOK GUPTA )
JUNDER SDORETLRY TO THE GOVERNMENT 'OF INDIA,

No. .24/6/71-Poll.II Dateds |7 July, 195
Copy tos=-

: Tae A~countant Ceneral, Central Revenucs, New Delhi,
2 Tie Treasnry Officer, Yew Delhi, 4
< Ty %he Hl%%StrY of Finance (Department of Bxpediture),
s New Delhi
4,  The Minjatry of Tinance (Department of Economic
Affairs), Now Dethi. ; : o

=B, ' - The Reserve Bank of Indiay Noew Delhis - - = s %
. v>-Finance Sgction, Ministry of Home Affairs,

i o ..coounts,l Sept1on,M1913%ry of Home wuffairs.
. The Minigtry of Dxternal [ffairs, New Delhi
Ly Shri 8,K, Uppal, Under Secretary)s . o L

8" hri G,D. Krosla, Crairman, Netaj: _I?qulxg Cormigsion, id
10,  Shri 8.L, C.opra, Secretary, Netaji Ing ify Commission. -

oo la/‘.

IO

L




11, ‘Bhri ’I‘ R ansm, Counsel C/O Secretary, Netaji 1
SRR Inquiry Gommissmn. _

12. . Shri ML, ‘nand, T, S to Chairman, Netaji Inqu:.ry
;Cow'anmsmn. '

15.'. Sari HJ. Kupdra Delly 1o C ‘.miman, Netaji Inguiry X
. Comaigsion, New ﬁe e b FRE
14, Netaji Inuiry Comzlssmn, New Delhi,
. - W'}hh“)
X Y ; hSOK GUJ.)TJ.& )
_ Ty UD&DER :1403 TIRY TO TH3 GOVCRMUMENT.OF INDIAL,
No. " .24;/6/71 ?011 II ~ © Dated: {7 July, 1973
- Copy forwarded for mformatlon and necessary
'a,ctlon toi= _ .
The Commission of India, Hong Kong.
5 By sl It by
w6 ( 4&S‘~.K GUPTA )
3 " UNDER SDCRUTARY TO THE GOVDRNEENT OF INDIA,
‘.. "Lamba" = '
f ‘ ﬁ
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Ministry of External Affairs
(Bast Asia Division)

- e s T - e -

In continuation of our discussions %today,
I am forwarding a2 copy of a note recorded in this
Ministry on the discussion which we had with
Mr, Justice G. D, Khosla on the 26th July, 1973,
concerning Shri Samgr Guha's latest aiiega'ciona
on the Netagji Inguiry Commission,

e

ans)

(K. K 5
Director (E,A,)
Tel, No.374468




SECRET

M try of BExternal Affalrs
: 1333 Agis Division)

I telephoned Mr, Justice (i D, Khosla today at

1,00 P,M. and mentioned to him that Shri Sumar OGuha, MP, had
tadled a Calling Attention Notice in the Lok Sabha and
because of this the Minister of State had asked me to contact
him for such information on the Netaji Commission's visit to
Taiwan as he may be able to give %o me. Justice G, D, Khosla
very kindly came to the Ministsy at 2,45 PM and 1a the
prosence of US(FE) we had a detailed dizcussion on the points
:ai'g:g. by Shri Sumar Guha as alSo on all aspects of the visit
o wan,

2 Justice Khosla £aid that last yesr he had asked to
go to Talvan in order %o see the spot vhere the aircrash was
8aild to have taken place as also to verify s lengthy statement
by Shri Satyanarayan Sinhs which had been made before the
Commission, He had his own doudbts about the veracity of this
statement, When the proposal regarding the visit had been
dropped laat ;ear he had no serious objections to this and
vhen a copy of Shri Sumsr Guha's letter to the PM was sent

to him last year he told the Ministry of Home Affairs that

he had no reaction to offer,

3. Justice Khosla went on to say that he had mo

inde ant information on the witnesses availavle in Taiwan
and had repeatedly told Shri Sumagr Guha that he would be
responsible for locating and producing the witnesses which
Shri Guha had saild were avallable in Taiwan, PBefore the visit
took place, Shri Guha produced the names of some witnesses and
the Commission wrote to them, It later tmggrd that some

of these witnesses were not availatle while others appeared
before the Commission,

4, Shri Guha reached Taivan Japan three days before '
the Commission arrived there, Shri contacted a number

of people (including perhaps tee Taiwanese officials) and
also gave a press conference where he outlined his own thesis,
{(Shri Guha has long held the vievw that Netajl is not dead and
that aven 1f he has dled, it wvas not in the 1945 airerash),
Justice Khosla saw a report on Shri Guha's press confersnce
in the Taiwen ga.pers and subaoﬁmtly obtained a full
transeript of those remarks, is i3 available with Justice
Khosla, Justice Kholla also mentioned his own view that

Shri Guha had placed the Commission in an embarrassing position
by implying that his views were shared by the Commission,
However, Justice Khosla felt that we should not highlight
this polnt in any way.

E. A nunber of witnesses appeared before the Commission

gtzum.mg‘ sittings wﬁglhgld during the mornings u:ﬁ
arnoon m a '“m n m.

from m”’dhusou who | u 41 res .o e to uﬂgw

approaches to them, some lesses volunt. forward
to Bive evidence oluer seports on the ;ig‘,:‘s“:',mm
wers n the Taiwanese press, were
extremel ive and the G&ﬂm no

difﬁmluﬂ" 1 recording their evidonce,
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. The onl int whars the Copmission came into
so&ﬁtaet th Taiv:nggo officlals was at the time of the
visit to the airpart whers the 1945 crash took lace. '
This place is a high security area but the C ssion was
alloved tc visit it and to drive around in jeeps. All
L'the Commission's questions regarding the wind direction,
alignment of old and new run-vays, ete,, vere answvered
and the Oommission sxperienced no difficulty during this
airport visit, The Commission also visited the
erematorium where Netajl's b?id{n“' glloegedly cr;n::tg.
wvever ike what appesred SO0 238 Iepo
%:dla (‘%:i%‘ﬁ‘) the 5gwm13515n did mot address any )
lotter % thae Taivan autboritles,

W&:‘ i
A Thers wad no resiriction on the of the

sgion el‘her because of secret instructions or for any
other reascn, In faet there were no secret instructions.

8. Justice Khosle added that & mention was mede

by Shri Guha of sz nurse vho gttonded on NetzjJl before Re

d{ed. The wvhereabouts of this narse oould not be found;

in faet 1t is extremely doubtful if any such nurse .

‘n_!:o cavre two witnesses vho gave witness before weAum

“n Teod caterorically stated that only mele nurses were
working in the military hosg:tnl in 1945 and there were
no female nurses at all, Shri Guha feels Netajls is still
alive somekhere, Certainly the evidence examined
supported the theory that Netaji died in an airerash at
Taipai on the 18th Augast, However, this aevidence
was of a hearsay nature, There was no dence to
counter this story ,either direct or otherwise,

=
O, I asked Justice Khosla if the Commission had
any difficulties in locating the doeumants, a point which
had been mentioned in the 32 WP's memorandum %o the
Prime Minister in May, 1972. Justice Xhosla raplied
that at no stage vas it specified to him by Shri Guha or
:{qmln as to what partioular document he should try
.mi"::t';,.g“u%“ Pnd o ienty e1i toe ariatite oF

: ° a o

the Taiwvan eu horigaa. 't‘n.ta was impossible.

10, I then asked Justice Khosla whether the suggestion
from the Govermment that i1t would be better for the
Commission to make its own arrangements and not to use
any intermediary organization had csused any difficulties.
He replied that this had caused no problem at all sinae the
purpose of wmmhms an intermediary organigation wae
only to make physical arrangements for the visit,
These arrangements were made in faet thmough travel agents
and through cne Shri Pritam who is a partner

tioned in Taiwan of big Hong Kong Indlan firm of

1] On the other hand certain none-official

in Taiwan did show courtesy to him, The
of held a funetion in his honour, He

Eoeil
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11, Sumping up his conversation Justice Khosla stressed
the following points:

1) The Commission received the fullest cooperation

i)

1i1)

iv)

v)

vi)

from the poople of Tailwan and many witnesses were
axamined; ineluding some who turned up on their
own after news about the Commission's visit was
pllbliﬂheﬁt

The Commission did mt feel that anv restrictions
had baen placed on it by The Indian Government

or by anyone else, There was simply no truth

in the charge that anyone had tried to “sabotage"™ °
tha visit,

Perhaps Shri Guha was waking his allegations
becanse the witnesses whe were examined did not
support his got theories, However this was only
a personal observation and we need not publicisef
this in any way,

The Commission does nct deal with foreign
govermments since the wandalte given to it, while
very extensive within Indla, does not extend
cutsids the country, Even in the case of the
Commission's visit to countriez such as Japan,
arrungements were made nocessarili through the
Indian Zmbassy concerned because the Commission
had no authority to 2all upon a foreign government
te furnish information. In the case of the visit
to Taiwan, obviou there was no Indian Mission
gvailable to furn such help because there are
no politieal relations between India and Taiwan,
Therefore, the Commission mads its ouwn
arrangements,

No secret directives wers issued to the Commission,
Rather the Commission reached its cwn decision
tihat it would have to depend oa private channels
since the Commissisn could not approach a2 foreign
government and no Indian Mission was available

for assistance in the case of Taivan, However,
within the limits of what was possible, the

visit Yo Taiwan yidlded certain results,

The visit to Talwan book place at the insistence
of Shrli Sumar Guha and oihers, The onus was on
Shri Guha for producing useful witnesses,




- D ¢

) L‘gq e SECRET

T B Woraisy. e (T st)[T8
- By N 4 7/ SCOMMISSION OF INDIA
304, AlA BUILDING 1, STUBBS ROAD,

A M.}.-, BT
o HONG KONG 39
wtﬂqwfw-

qewity wud "7
No . HON.551(1) /71 | qﬁ\: A Jduly 19, 1973
® \ K) q;ﬂ‘ YV

Subject:Netaji Enquiry Commission ".
0KK Mo (Cohon

The Netaji Enquiry Commission returned from Taipei yesterday
and left, as scheduled, for India today.

The Commission was treated very well and was provided with all the
r : facilities. Eleven witnesses were examined so much so that it became
(o necessary for the Commission to sit both morning and afternocen on all |
the days. The Commission was permitted to visit the airpert (the scene
of the aircrash).The sittings of the Commission received good coverage
in the local press,

\/'n 2, The Commission was very satisfied with its visit to Taipei.

Y

3. So far as I can gather, nothing startling emerged in the evidence
given by the witnesses; mostf it appeared to be hearsay.

n):} 4. Again, so far as I can gather, the Taiwan authorities did not
attempt to make any political capital out of the Commission's visit. I

understand that some feelers were put out enquiring whether the

%5 EE)\j chele %o yu| Comnission would like to call on theGovernor of Taipei; Mr. Justice Knosla,
' naturally, did not encoursge such feelers. He kept himself strictly te

B h’;ﬁ the work of the Commission.

A Ds One interesting thing is that Mr.Justice Khosla and Mr. Bhasin,
the senior counsel of the Commission, were both full ef praise for the
9 trouble taken by Mr. Pritam Singh. It appears that Mr. Pritam Singh was
v oy with the Commission all the time, acted as interpreter and made all the
adninistrative arrangements for visits etc. According to the Commission,
- he spared no effort in ensuring that the visit was a successful one,
% Mr. Justice Khosla went so far as to say that having Mr. Pritam Singh
i : was as good as having a representative of an Indian Missien.
~l~c?ﬁ

6. The Commission and the team were entertained to a tea by the Bar
241> JGouncil and to another tea by the Sino-India-Burma-Sri Lavka Cultural and

Eco.nggh;,_ﬂ_a&c%_a’ti%r. They were also entertained to a dinner by the lecal
Indian community.

¢ The local Indian community has given a small present to the
Prime Minister which Mr. Justice Khesla is taking with him for handing over
e to PM. I understand that the Indian community mentioued te Mr. Justice
® Khosla their unhappiness at the question of issue of visas to people from
-"7‘ Taiwan., They appear to have pointed out that while Indians have no
- difficulties in visiting Taiwan for business er cultural purpeses,
individuals from Taiwan are put to great difficulti es in going to India.

. contd-

PR SR T S o = :




Mr. Khosla mentioned to me that he proposes to refer to
this matter when he meets the Prime Minister.

8. A certain element of politics doeés appear to have come

in through the activities of Mr. Samar Guha, M,P, Mr. Guha does

not appear to have passed through HongsKong but seems to have gone
- to Taipei from Tokyo. He, of course, has.a political interest in
' \ the Netaji Enquiry Commission. He appears to have given a press
conference wherein he implied, almost as if it was the view of the
Commission, that the alleged death of Netaji was a cover-up operation
by the Japanese. Mr. Khosla was not very happy with the issue of
this press statement. Mr. Guha also appears to have called on the
Governor of Taipei and other political personalities. He also
\participnted in a rally of about 3,000 people on "captive people of

the worldn, when I get hold of some publicity given by the KMT
authorities to Mr. Guha's visit, I will forward it to you.

Kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

e

&
(L.N. Rangara.] an )
Shri K.K.S, Rana,
Director (EA,)
Miniatry of htarnal Affairs,
-
B e
5 g ba '4
¥ -‘.’.f
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No, 6{5‘”/3771'-7? 6th August, 1972

&)

Thank you for your lettet No,HON, 551(1)/;1 dated
n

July 19, 1973, concerning the visit of the Netaji Inquiry
Gomisslon o Talwvan,
2. Since receiving your letter there have been a number

of developments on this here in Wew Delhi, Mr. Samar Guha
has addressed g lengthy letter to PM and/reply is being sent
to all the points of criticisgm which he has raised. The
information which you have provided has been most useful,

3, It took us a little while to fizure out the identity
of Mr, Pritam Singh to whom you have referred in paragraph 5.
The Division's "Hong Kong hands" thought this nizgt be the
person wvho 1s with the Hong Xong Government and is also

erhaps associgted with the TV and radio, It was only after

r. Justice G, D, Khosla spoke of the assistance which he
receivad from various private individuals that we realised
that this ves an individual working with the firm of Harililas
and that he is stationeé in Taiwan, '

4. In any case Mr, Justice Khosla has made it abundantly

clear to us that the visit went off well snd that he is very

grateful for all the assistance which he received, including

g course your own disereet help to the Commission in Hong
Nge

/

Yours singerely,

(K. K. S; Rana)

Shri L, N, Rangarajany .
Commissioner of India, : /x
HONG KOHC. » d1n
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Netaji inquiry sabotage

charges agai
From A Staff Reporter

Prof. Sn.mariGuha, maklngﬂ a
. serious tion  againsi the
Extemalnmn Minustry, said
a section dealing with East
Asian affairs of the Ministry
made deliberate efforts to sabo-
tage the work of the Commis
~slon of Inquiry set up by the

Govemmena of India to probe ;

themm eath of

@%&‘Bﬁe'ﬂ

Prcf Guha, wht)“!athacon-
National Com-~

| vener of 1ihe

_ miftee o0 assist Netaji Inquiry,
made this  allegation' while
a Press conference

at the Press C-Iuh. Caleutta,

i3

E

- ARUESE BRI RAREY ¢ LR

ot Mmhstry

p!r- and the 'Presslof Talw.
tried their best to co-opei.
with the commission,

Prof, Guha said that Bu
facts placed before the pmel
commission and - earlii..

- hardly possible “for
accept the c!'edelrﬂals af

R e
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Confidentisl

Bast Asia Division)

Backeround note on the vigit of the Netaijl
Enguiry Commission to Tagiwan:

Justice G.D. Khoslaywho constiﬁgtes the one-man
Netaji Enguiry Commission, suggestedAthat the Commi csion
should underteke 2 visit to several South-East Asian
countries which were gssocieéted with the disszppesrance of
Netzji in 1945, including Teiwan where, it wes alleged,
he had died in an sir crash.

o Although the Government hed no objection to his
visit to Teaiwen, it was clerified that since Indiz did not
heve any diplomatic relstions with Teiwan, an officiel
epproach could not be mede to the Teiwan suthorities for
the visit.

A Spegking in Parliament on the 10th May 1972, the
Minister of State for Home Affairs told Shri Samar Guha and
others in : response to & Psrlisment Guestion thet the real
difficulty regeriing the Taiwen visit wes thet the Teiwanese
euthorities wanted & formal request from the Government of
Indies which could not be issued beczuse of the absence of
diplomatic rolations between the two countries. Shrl Samar
Guha and some other MPs including Shri A.B. Vajpayee and
Shri S.N. Mishra expressed dis-satisfaction with the
Government's decision.

4, Subseqiiently s group of 232 Meﬁb s P%r;ﬁ’ariliament
¢ddressed & memorandum to the Prime Minister,;stating thet
g visit of the Encuiry Commission to Teiwan wgs sssentisal
in order to exemine three specific zspects:

i) to study the topogravhy of Teikoho airport
where the glleged zir cresh took place;

ii) to examine some witnesses who were still
elivej end

iii) £o exanmime war-time documents of the Japenese ﬁfJJf*
militsry authorities in Taiwen which were at

present in the National hrchives there._;ws

5 I“
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5 AF.M. met Shri S.M. Beznerjee, Shri Vejpayee and Shri
Neval Kishore to discuss their memorandum to the P.M, M
expleined that the Government wes not opposed to the Khosla
Commission visiting Teiwan. In fact, we had tried to sound
the Teiwean zuthorities informelly but they raised two pre-
conditions. Firstly, thet the Government should meke an
officiel request; and secondly, thet the Government should
#ivemn an assurance on reciprocity for visits to India by
Taiwznese. Such an assurance could not be given. ghri
Vajpayee agreed that this was true &nd said that we might
continue efforts to persuade Telwen to give facilitiese.

6. On the 5th July 1972, thers appeared & press report
in which it was said that Justice G.D. Khosla had decided
that he would not renew his request for the visit to Taiwen
since the Government had rejected it because it had no
diplomatic ties with Teiwsn. Therefore, slthough the visit
to Telwan was essentiel, the Commigssion would not issue a
directive to the Government. It hed no suthority to do so.

7o On September 6, 1972, Shri Semear Guha wrote to F.M,
repeating the demend that the Commission should visit Teiwan
so0 thet there would be no limitations pléced on the enguiries
of the Netaji Commissi on.

8. Subsequently, Shri Semé&r Guha wrote to the Prime
Minister end suggested that some zlternative meéns could be
utilised for the Commission to visit Teaiwen vithoutdirectly
approaching the Taiwsn suthorities. For instance, the
Commission could visit on 'en invitetion from (a) the Fomosa

- Buddhist Associationj (b) the Civic Associstion; (¢) the
| China-India Cultural snd Beonomic hssocietion; (d) the World

anti-Communist League: of Chinsa.

19, ifter this suggestion was exemined in full, the

Ministry of.External £ffeirs cgreed,that in & communicetion
addressed to the'vinlvtry of Home Affeirs, thet the Teiwan

- visit could take plcce_if_it was felt thet the enquiry would
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not be complete without the vigit. However, we suggested

to MJH.L. thet (i) Ministry of E.i. would not be sble to
arrange for sny fecilities for the vigit; (ii) that the
Commission would have to use ordinary travel chennels;

(1ii) it would be desirzble for the Commission not to depend
on any intermediary orgenisstion for exemining witnesses but
to make their presence known in Teiwen end then exemine such
witnesses as are relevent to the case; end (iv) to ceution
the Commisegion not to have officiel contzcts with Teiwanese
leaders or Government officicls, particularly the Foreign
Ministry. | '

10, These points were incorporeted in s letter which the
Ministry of H.A., sddressed to Justice G.D. Khosla (Eisz=S).

The Commission wes told thet the visit to Taiwan could tske
place if it was deemed essentizl. Howasver, since the Government
does not recognise Teiwan end has no officiel contzects with it,
it would not be possible for the Government to arrange any
facilities for the visit snd the Commission would have to use

‘the ordinary travel channels for visas, accommodstion, etd.

The Commission may not wish to use other channels directly for
errehging such facilities. It chould be noted, however, théet
we only put forward certsin guggestions to the Commission and
it would be mislezading to trest these suggestions as
"directives" from the Government. It was entirely propef

for the Commission to have approsched the Ministry of H.A.

for sdvice on their foreign progremme &nd the asdvice tendered
by the Ministry of H.&£,. was in full awereness of the
Commission's own powers to reach decisions.
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Will you please refer to your letter
dated the 25th of July, 1973, addressed to the
Prime Minister, regarding the Netaji Inquiry

Commission's visit to Taiwan?

I am sorry that you feel that the Commission's
work was hampered in any wey by any action on our
part. I am afreaid, your impression is based on
a misunderstanding and I thought I would give vou
some of the faets in respeet of the maetters raised

by you,

You are aware of the circumstances surrounding
the Commission's visit to Taiwan, In faet, it was
through your efforts and advice that the Commission
wes gble to make a visit to Taiwan end hold its

sittings there in a satisfactory manner,

As you know, we do not have diplomatic relations
with Teiwen and have consistently held the view thst
the People's Republic of China is the sole legitimete
Government of China and thet Taiwan is a Province
of China., Becsuse of this, neither the Government
of India nor juiiecisl bodies appointed by the Government
of Indie can enter into direect or formel contects
_eny time with the Government of Teiwzn end its
depsrtments, Here sgain, it was at youwr initiative
that a formula wes worked out which would mske fhe
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visit possible on a private basis. Néturally,

this entziled the cooperation of the Taiwan
authorities and we are grateful to you for having
contributed to such cooperation, We slso appreciate
the cooperation extended by the people of Taiwan
and the verious authorities who were coneerned

with the work of the Commission. .

In the politicel context mentioned .«l:;h;n,
however, it was natural that we should advise the
Commission not to make any forial approaches to the
- Taiwan authorities and to make an independent enquiry
without énlist*ng the formal cooperation of'any
officisl or non-official body there. The Commission,
1n-1ts Julgement, accepted this advice. As you know,
while the Commission has extensive powers to gither
materiesl evidence in India, it has no authority
to compel the cooperation. of any foreign Government,
In 211 its visits to foreign countries, therefore,
the Commission had conducted its encuiries with the
assistence of the Indian Diplomatic Missions located
abroad., In the case of Té‘l.wan, this avenue was not
availeble and the Commission had to rely on informsl
arrangements and on assistance of influentisl persons
like yourself.

I should 1ike to emphasise at this stage that
the fact that the Commission did not sddress a formal
request to the Talwesn Foreign Ministry wr its East
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Agia Department, did not prevent the presentation of
all aveilsble evidence to it. The Commission 1is,
in fact, satisfied with the visit end with the

response it received.

. T understand thet the question of obtaining
evidence and witnesses was discussed with you
extensively by Mr. Justice Khessla before the
deperture of the Commission for Taiwan and he had
stressed to you that the Commission was relying
on you snd your friends to help in gathering the
available evidence. On the 1lists given by you,
the Commission wrote to many witnesses in advance.
While several of them turned up before the Commission
in Teiwan, it was &also fortunate that the publicity
given to the Commission's visit in various Taiwanese
newspepers succeeded in attracting some other witnesses

all of whom gave evidence.

I can assure you that no directive was given
from the Government to the Commission which inhibited
it from extending its stay ih Teiwan, as fesred by
you, I am informed that the Commission decided
against an extension beyond the nine days of its
stay beceuse it hsd no firm indication of the nature
of any materiszl evidence which might be produced in
case the Commission stsyed for an extra length of
time. In any event, this was entirely an independent
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defision of the Commission, You have referred
in your letter to some vitel documents which the
Commission has asked the Government to supnly to
it. I have conveyed the relevant extract of your
letter to the Ministry of Home Affairs.

Please rest assured that we in the Covernment
fully share your desire that every possible effort
should be made to assist the Commission in meking
the present inquiry into Netaji's disappearance
a definitive and an independent judieiel study.

Yours sincerely,

(Swaran Singh)

Shri Samar Cuha,
Member of Parliament,
27, South Avenue,

New Delhi-110011.
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Ministry of External Affairs
(East Asia Division)

In exwiy & the Netaji Inquiry Commission
which was set up by the Govermment to inquire into
the disappearance of Netaji Subash Chandar Bose
approached the Covemment for facilities to visit
some foreign countries in order to carry out its
assigned task, Taiwan was included in the list of
places to be visited, The Govermment considered this
and some informal enquiries were made, Hovever, as
stated in the Lok Sabha on the 10th May, 1972 by
Shri K, C, Pant, Minister of State for Home Affairs,
certain difficulties arose over the Taiwan visit, The
Taivan authorities wanted a formal request from the
Government of India which could mot be issued since
India has no diplomatic \rohtlonl with Taiwan,
2. Subsequently, on May, 1972, 32 Members
of Parliament addressed a memorandum to the Prime
Minister in wvhich it was stated that if the Commission
did not visit Taiwan it would not be able to reach
positive conclusions, It was also pointed out that
even in the absence of diplomatic relations, ways and
means should be devised for arranging the visit %o
Taivan,
3. In early June 1972 the Foreign Minister met
some opposition)Parlisment leaders and mentioned to
them that apart from the difficulty arising because
of the lack of diplomatic relations, ﬂh ‘Taiwan
M-,tfiu had also put forward the pr.-;'lmditipn that /
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they would allow the Netajl Commission to visit Taiwan
only if' ve gave an assurance on reciprocity for visits
to India by Taiwanese, Obviously such an assurance
eould not be given,

4, Thereafter on the 23rd December, 1972,

‘ Shri Samar Cuha wrote to the Pﬂ;ge_T er ‘E made
certain suggestions for an informal visi The matter
was once again examined in depth and in Tesponse to
the strong demand from variocus quarters, as aglso the
desire to enable the Commission to make a definitive

) dnquiry into the disappearance of Netzji Subash Chandsm
Bosey it was decided that the visit to Tailwan could
take place. However, since the Covermment did not
recognize Talvan and had no official contacts with it,
the Commission would have to use ordinary travel
channels to arrange for visas, accommodation, ete.

By amnouncing the dates of its visit and inviting
people having a knowledge about the terms of the
inquiry to tender evidence to the Commission, it was
expected that the Commission would be able to discharge
its funections.

5. Accordingly, the Commyssion has visited Taiwan
| £rom the 10th to 18th July, 1973 after having arranged
for its yisas and Other travel foﬂllﬂ.‘l in Hong Kong.
The Commission was able to make mmw

in a very satisfactory manner and obtained the
assistance of various non-officials, including some
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overseas Indians, There was extensive coverage of the

visit in the Talwan press and the Commission not only

exzmined certain witnesses whose names and sddresses
Larbar

) had been furnished Lby-ﬂhri Semar Guha but also

examined some witnesses who turned up on their own
after learning of the Commission's visit to Taiwan,
The Commission held morning and afternoon sittings,
ineluding a full dey's session on a Sunday, Shri

Samar Guha vho had reached Tailwan a few days before

the Commission also held a press conference and assisted

in the arrangements,

e, We have learnt from Mr. Justice G, D, Khosla
that he was highly satisfled with gll the physical
arrangements of the visit, At no stage did he feel
any constraints on him or that any attempt had been
made by any agency whatsoever to "sabotage" the wvisit.
He received full cooperation from the people of Taiwan,
The authorities there also allowed to visit Taikoho
airport which was the site of the 1945 aircrash,

7s As the House will be aware, the Netaji
Ingquiry Commission has the fullest authority to gather
evidence relating to the disappearance of Netaji
|Subash Chandign Bose, At the same time this mandate
necessarily does not extend to foreign countries and
the Commission has no powvers to demand evidence from
outside India, In all the foreign countries vhich the
Commission has visited it has necessarily depended on

- the Indian Embassy concerned.to examine witnesses and
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gather othe relevant evidence, In the case of
Taivan, since there was no Indian Mission available
which could render this assistance, the Commission
had to make its own arrangements,

In a letter addressed by the Hinis{:\r;y of
Home Affalrs to the Commission in March 1872 ibx was
pointed out that the Ministry of External Arrair\s would
no*t b2 able to arrange any facilities for the visit af
and the Commission would have to use ordinary travel
channels, The Commission was advised not to depend on
any inter-mediary organization for examining witnesses
but rather to make 1ts presence known in Taiwan and then
examine such witnesses as were relevant to the case.
The Commission was also cautioned not to have official
contacts with Taiwanese leaders or Government officials,
particularly the Foreign Ministry, While such advici
given to an independent judiciary body such as the Netaji
Commission cannot be construed as "directives" 'y it vas
entirely proper for the Govermment to bring to the motice
of the Commission points which would have a bearing on
- India's relations with foreign countries, In view of the
faet that India does not recognize Taiwan, has full
diplomatic relations with the People's Republic of China
and has consistently held Taiwan to be a part of the

PRC 1twudhnbnn1|prwfermcq-lum% |
: The Gomonn .__ww.a.m

it might make 1ts presence known in !d.nn and thcroby
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attract witnesses rather than rely on any inter-mediary
organization, In fact the Commission issued letters to
various individuals in Taiwan in advance of its visit,
on the basis eof a 1ist supplied by Shri Cuha. Some of
these witnesses turned up to give evidence while a few
others did not, In addition, there were witnesses who
came up on their own after news about the enquiry had been
published in Taiwanese newspapers, Shri Guha reached
Taiwvan a few days in advance of the Commission and held
aﬁgmterenca and contacted various authorities in order
to assist the Commission, Justice Khosla was alsc
honoured at receptions given by the India-Chins Cultural
end Economic Association and by the Taiwan Bar Couneil,
It is thus evident that the Commission did not encounter
any lack of cooperstion from the people of Taiwan and it
felt no inhibitions or restrictions in its inquiries,

Shri Guha mggoéted to the Commission that it
should extend its stay in Taiwan but because there was no
firm indication of the types of witnesses or the evidence
which might be produced if the Commission's visit vere /
prolonged, the Commission decided on its own authority
to stick to its original schedule of a nine-day stay in
Talwan, There wers no secret directives from the
Government in this regardsx,

According to J‘nttim Khosla the people of Taivan
gave hin the fullest cooperation, He was also assisted,
on an informal basis, by various suthorities, While |
conducting its shbtings in Tsivan, the Commission did

= RN s ekt o R e S X 3 2y - )
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not feel that its activities had been circumscribed or
inhiblited through any Govermment directives, Justice
Khedla also felt that the visit was frultful and within
the limits of what was possible it ylelded certain
results, even though no startling evidence emerged,
Justice Khosla also feels very strongly that the visit
to Talvan took place at the repeated insistence of
Shri Samar Guha and he had made it absclutely clear
to hi: ,\that the responsibility for producing witnesses
and other evidence was strictly on Shri Guha because
of his many promises that important evidence would be
located if only the Commission were to visit Taiwan,



MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
( BA DIVISION )

The main charges which Shri Samar Guha has raised

against the Govermment concerning the Netaji Commission's
visit to Taivan are listed below together with our replies

to the points.

4llecation

1) The Govermment 1asu03 sec-
ret directive to the cué
ssion prohibiting it from
writing to the Taiwah Govern-
ment and its Foreign Ministry.
The Taipeh Govermment did not
vant a formal letter from the
Government of India but wanted
that the Commission should
write to the East Asia Dept.
of thelr Government
cooperation. The Commission
refused to write this letter.

2) The Govermment prohibited
the Commission from a-ddru:iz
any letter to any non-offi
association in Talwan seeking
their cooperation.

Reply

1) In a letter issued in
March 1973 after consulting
this Ministry, MHA
to the Commission that care
should be taken not to do
a ng which would lead
to thelr visit being inter-
preted as involving official
dealings with the Talwan
Government and to aveid
official contacts with
Taiwan Govermment officials,
articularly the Foreign
nistry or other prominent
leaders. This advice was
entirely consistent with
the fact that we have no
diplomatiec relations with
van. The Commission fully
agreed with thi advice.

Even without an official
communication from the
Commission, the Taiwan
aunthorities permitted the
Commission to visit the
Taihoku ort which is a
high security area. The
Comnission o visited the
crematorium vhere Netaji
is believed to have been
cremated.

2) vhen Shri Samar Guha
wrote :g’:l( &1;. ntoe;bor,lm
sugges ™ma
informal methods for the
Commission's visit to Taiwan.
he indicated that a non- -
official body such as the
Civic Associa tion, the
Buddhist Anmht{on or the
Ching-India Friendship
Associatl on could be asked
to act as host to the
Commission. After full
eonsideration, we decided
e 2
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that the Commission should make its
own travel arrangements and not
depend on any intemediary
organisation. We also guggested

to the Commission that "it may not
be desdrable to depend on any
intemediary organization for the
examination of witnesses." Instead,
it would be better for the
Commission to announce the dates

of their visit to Talwan and

invite those having infomation

to tender evidence before it. The
results of the Cormission's visit
show that witnesses who were contacted
earlier as also others who heard

of the Commission's enquiry came
forward on their own to tender
evidence.

In fact, the Cormission was
given full cooperation by the
people of Talwan and receptions
were held in honour of Justice
Khosla 13 the China-India

o

Association as also the Bar
Association of Talwan.
' 8) The Commission was 3) There was directive from the
n%nestod to extend its Government obliging the Commission
sittings for a few days to restrict its wisit. Accoring
so that some more to our infomation, Justice Khosla
material could be found did not accept Shri Samar Guha's
and important personnel request for an extension because
could located but ghri Guha was unable to confim
the Commission refused to dojthat any material witnesses would
so due to the "strict be located or even to indicate the
directive™ given to 1it. type of evidence which might become

avallable, It was the Commission's
own decision that it should stick

to its originally scheduled 9-day
stay in Ta .

4) The Taiwan authorities 4) In advance of the Taiwan visit,
were annoyed because the Shri Guha gave the Commigsion a

Secretary of the Commi- 1ist of potential witnesses. At his
gsion addressed a letter suggestion, the Commission wro

to the "Foreign Office, to them,but skmee the addressgs
Govermment of Fommosa, of a few were not available,
Taiwvan." Shri Guha's suggestion, these

ters were addressed to these
individuals by name, care of the
Foroign Office, Government of
Formosa, Talwan. The Secretary ,
of the éuninion also d iscussed
this with the Under Secretary(Japan)
in the MEA amd he too did no'
mggut any different mode of
address.

det
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5) The people and Govern-
ment of Talwan showed an
attitude of extreme good-
will, friendship amd
com@iality to India and
did not raise any
ggnﬁ.cal issues. However,

e Commission was
frustrated by MEA's
directive which curbed
its initiative and
freedomn.

In the absence of diplematic
recognition, this was as good a
means of ad&rusi a letter as
any other since, obviously, the
Conmission coul& not have written
to the "Republie of China"™, which
is the formal title preferred by
the Taiwen authorities. The Talwan
authorities did not refuse to accept
these le tters. Moreover, accoxming
to the Chairman of the bomission,
he did not receive any direct or
indirect protest or expression of
di:fleasum from any Talwenese and
Shrli Guha mentioned this only on one
occasion to the Secretary of the
Commission in Taiwen.

5) According to Justioc=Khosla, the
people of Talwan fully cooperated
with the enguiry as did the
authorities who were informelly
approached for facilitliestuch as
the visitt” Taihoku airport. The
Commission also recelved its visas
in Hong Kong without any difficulty
and these were glven « The
Commission held full sittings
throughont its visit, ineluding
Sunday.
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“which may be useful to the Commission. I would be grateful .
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ASOK_GUPTA WF D,0.fo. 24/27/71-Po11411
UNDER SECRET ARY % Government of India
\V ? Ministry of Home Affairs
-\ e \& (Grih Mantralaya) (05014
4 v \ e e
f P
(D 1/ New Delhi-110001, ,f%
\ the August, 1973
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Please refer to your D.O. le*tervﬁb. C/551/5/72=-JP-11
dated the 8th May, 1973 regarding the avallability in U.K.
of dgzuments which can throw light on Netaji's disappearare
in 1945,

It is observed from the letter of tThe Foreign and
Commonwealth Office enclosed with your letter under
reference that the former have suggested that some of the
papers in the two files mentioned Therein -can beliE by a
representative of the High Commission at the Departmental
Record Office (Army), Ministry of Defence Northumberland
House, if he makes an appointment in advance. The Netaji
Inquiry Commission have enquired whether any representative
of the Indian High Commission in London visited the Department
Record Office of the United Kingdom, Ministry of Defence

and whether any copy was. taken from the files in that office

if you could write to our High Commission in Iondon on this
point and let us know the position in this regard for the
information of the Commission.

\(omnn Adwiney

(ASOK GUPTA)

Shri S.K. Uppal
Under SecretarytJ
Ministry of External Affairs,

New Delhi. el

s e
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Under Secretary (J).

No .C/661/6/72-JP. August 10,1973.

Dear Mrs. Mathai, /S{‘;)

We invite reference to your letter Ne.Pol/
69/9/7 dated May 3rd 1973 regarding some documents
of interest to Netaji Inquiry Commission.

2. The Netaji Inquiry Commission has requested
that as suggested in the enc leosure to your letter
that some relevant papers can be perused by a
representative of the High Commission at the
Departmental Record Office (Army), Ministry of Defence
/if he makes  Northumberland House/. In item (III) of the enclosure
an appointement Statement I have since been obtained and sent by the
in advance .They High Commission. If not, they weuld be teful for
have now asked <the same to be obtained and sent to India. I am
» if the documents enclosing a copy of item III (Encl.I) for your ready
“referred to reference. -

3. We would be grateful if you would take early
action in the matter as the Netaji Inquiry Commissien
would like to get an expeditious ansver.

Yours sincerely,

oty

Swt , Helen J. Mithai, ' 4)(
First Seeretary (Pol) A ¢te/
High Commission of India, %,g, A
- Londong. =
k.» helc m
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(GRIH MANTRALAYA)
Poll* Il Sec.

Subgect-News-:L‘tem appeared in the Hindu dated the
12th July, 1973 on the visit of the Netaji
Inquiry Comm:.ssion.

m@i) _
Reference Minis of External Affairs!?

UsOs N0oCo551/5/72=JP; dated the 17th July, 1973,
on the subJect mentioned above..

2 A copy of d.o. letter No. Ch./NIC/73,
dated the 25th July, 1973 received from the
Chairman, Netaji Ingquiry Commission, which is
4 | self-explanatory, is enclosed, for information.

Sd/~ Asok Gupta.
Under Secretary.

Ministry of External Affairs(East Asia Division =
Shri ambiar, Under Secretary(FE), :
MHA U.O. NO,.24/11/73-Poll,Ill. dated the B,.ﬂ-‘
| .3 A

AUTHBRISED FOR ISSUE
"Rks? )L

(mu.u.m GIA]
Seetion Offiver.
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Justige G.D. Khosla D.0. No.Ch./NIC/73.
Chairman. Government of India

&>

Netaji Inquiry Commission(1970)

Dated the 25th July, 1973.
My dear Mukhexrji,

As you know, I have just returned from a visit
to Taiwan where I had gone to record some evidence in
the Nateji case. In accordance with instructions issued
by the Government, my visit was in a purely private
capacity. The arrangements of my travel were made
through travel agents and hotel accommodation was also
arranged privately. Witnesses were requested %o come
before the Commission by means of private letiters issued
to them. At no stage duri;?my visit did I contact any
Government agency in Taiwarf,

I was, therefore, surprised on my return to
Delhi to read/somewhat misleading statement has been
made that the conduct of a burecaucrat, namely, Shri
Chopra, Secretary to the Commission, had created a
ne@dless misunderstanding between India and the Govern=
ment of Taiwan, and that the Republic of China has
taken umbrage at the manner in which some letters were
addressed. The suggestion made in the neﬂsp%ger report
is that the Secretary addressed a letter to the Government
of Taiwan and not to the Republic of China, which is
the proper official nomenclature.

It is not in accordance with judicial etiquette
to enter into a controversy with newspaper reporters,
and I have not chosen to contradict the insinuation
made by the reporter that Shrxi Chopra, Secretary to the
Commission, behaved in an improper oxr irresponsible manner
and that offence was caused to the Government of the
Republic of China. I would, however, like to set the
record right by stating the true facts so ®e# that there
is no refiection upon Shx Choprats conduct and the
Government should know that he did not behave improperly
in any manner.

The visit was undexrtaken at the express insistence
of Shri Samar Guha, who wrote a personal letter to the
Prime Minister requesting that the Commission should be
allowed to visit Taiwan. The purpose of the visit was
to see certain spots which were relevant to the subject
matter of the inquiry, and to examine whatever witnesses
were available. Ve had no information about any witnesses
and Shri Samr Guha was asked to provide a list. He
accordingly gave a list. The addresses of some of the
witnesses were not known, but Shri Samar Guha said that th
had be:zn working in the Foreign Office of the Government
of Formosa previouslys He suggested that the letters
should be addressed to these persons ¢/o the Foreign
office, Covermment of Formosa, Taiwan. Shii Chopra
discussed this matter with Shri Uppal, Under Secretary
(Japan), Ministry of External Affairs, and he too did

not suggest a different mode of addressing witnesses in

CRCNN) -
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Taiwan. Letters were accordingly sent to two

or three witnesses ¢/o0 Foreign Office, Government
of Formosa, Taiwan. No letter was sent to any
Government official or to an representative of the
Government of the Republic ¢of China.

During my visit I received the utmost
cooperation from every one who came into contact
with me. The witnessesvere most willing to appear and
stated whatever they knews I was allowed to visit
the airfield where the plane carrying Netaji was
alleged to have crashed. I also visited the crematorium
where it is said his remains were cremated. During
my visit I and the staff of the Commission were enter-
tained to a special Tea Reception by the Sino=Indo=-
Burma=-Ceylon Cultural Association. I was also invited
to a special function by the Bar Association of Taipei.
I received no direct or indirect protest or expression
of displeasure from any one, and no one except Shri
Samar Guha on one occasion mentioned that the
Secretary had been wrong in addressing individuals
in Taipei ¢/o the Foreign Office, Government of Formosa.

The onus of producing evidence before the
Commission was on Shri Samar Guha, and he reached
Taipeli 2 or 3 days before my arrival. It seems that
he was unavcle to find any witnesses who would support
his theory of Netaji being still alive or at least *
not having died in an air crash on August 18, 1945,
This naturally gave rise to a sense of frustration in
himy, and he began to attribute his failure to
something the Secretary to the Commission had not
done. I may add that Shri Guha made a‘wery indiscreet
and misleading statement to reporters at a press
conference in Taipei. After readiny some parts of
this statement reproduced in the Taipel neswpapers I -
obtained a complete transcript of it and a reading
of it astonishes me that a public person of his
standing should have given utterance to such a statement.

It therefore seems to me obvious that the
newspaper comment was inspired by something which
Shri Samar Guha must have said to some one. In
any event, the matter is of no real importance but
I have written this merely to vindicate the conduct
of Shri Chopra, Secretary to the Commission, who acted
in complete good faith and after consulting Shri Samar
Guha and an Under Secretary of the Ministry of External
Affairse.

Yours sincerely,

sd/= G.D. Khosla.
Shri N.K. Mukherji,
Home Secretary,
Government of India,
New Delhi, '
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Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building
Parliament Street, New Delhi-1

AUGUST 9, 1973.
Dear Shri Goel,

/ I enclose copies of the photostat documents
forwarded to me by Shri R.C. Iyer, Under Secretary,
Ministry of Home Affairs, vide his d.o. letter
No.24/27/71-Poll,1I dated the 4th June, 1973, These
documents were reported to have been received by
Mrs. Helen J. Mathal, First Secretary (Political
in the High Commission of India, London. Relevant
paragraph relating to the query made in my d.o.
letter to Shri Ashok Gupta, Under Secretary, MHA,
may be seen at item III of the enclosure, Statement I.

I hope the papers will meet your requirements
and we would be able to get further details of the
documents asked for by this Commission, with the
help of our London High Commission.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

//a%/l“’\/u,

(8.L. CHOPRA)

Bhri P.L. Goel,
Under Secretary (Japan)

Ministry of External Affairs
NEW DELE;. !

Enecls :
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The Foreign andCommonwealth Office presents its compliments
to the High Commgdsion of India and kXkmx has the honour to
refer to the High Commission's note dated 9th Jamary
concerning the Netaji Inquiry Commission.

The Foreign and Commonwealth Office regrets that it is
unable to trace the reports believed by the High Commission
to have been submitted to the War 0ffice in 1945-46

but the documents described below may be of use to the
High Commission in this connection.

1le Diaries of the Supreme Allied Commander,

A summary of records in this class relating to the
death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose which are in the
Public Record Office is attached. These papers are filed
in date order and may be viewed in the Public Record Office
on presentation of an authorising letter which may be
obtained from Miss Fortescue, South Asian Deparstment,FCO,
II. Military EQ Papers Far Bast .WO Class No. 203,

In peiece No. 4498 (Collaboratorsepolicy) in this

class, enclosure 286A is a memorandum by the Director of
 Intelligence which deals with the alleged statmemt by
Mr, Gandhi that he ﬁcliwed that Chandra Bose was still
alive and supports the evidence given by his "personal
Chief of Staff and Militery Advbsor" Eabib-ur-Rahman that
he died after an alrcraft accident on 18th August,1945.

/11X



2II. Directorate of Military Intelligence, WO Class 208,
Two documents in Box 273/4 (Activities apnd death
of Subhas @handra Bose) belonging to this class are records
of interrogations. One is report 1089 on "B 1189" (?Lt.
Col. Bhonsle) by the Interrogation Centre (Imdia) which
may already be known to the Indian Govermment. It is
headed "The. last movements of S.C.Bose." The other
document appears to be a copy of a statement by a Japanese
medical officer under interrogation by the War Crimes
Liagson Section (FPormosa) in Hong Kong on 39 October 1946.
Copies of documents referred to at II and III above are
attached. But the rest of the papers in these two files
¢an be viewed by a representative of the High Commission
at the Departmental Record Office (Army), Ministry of
Defence, Room No. 2, Northumberland House if he makes
an appointment by telephone in advance,
(930-9400 Ext 4561)
The Foreign andCommonwealth Office avails itself of this
opportunity to renew to the High Commission of India the

the assurances of its highest considerations.

. LEERLY
FOREIGN AND COMMONWEALTH OFFEBE
30 APRIL 1973
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IMMEDIATE CONFIDEAT]

SUBJECT: SUBHAS CHAIDRA BOSE.

1. The"Bose Legand" has received an additionalfillip
from the publication of an alleged statemént by Gandhi
that he personally believe S.C. Bose to be alive.

2. In empressing this opinion the Gandhi is possibly

not as well informed as we are, since he 1s im unlikely

to have the knowledge of the statment made by Habib-ure-

Riﬂan who was in the aireraft with Bose when 1t crashed
Ormossae. '

3e Habibe-ur-Rahman can be deseribed as Bose's personal

&2x Chief-Staff and Military Advisor. He was the only
t;nd.:ll‘g,:o accompany Bose on the last flight from Saigon
oT o _

4, He states that when the aireraft mamgkt crashed it
caught fire. he escaped from the wrekage with slight
burns, He saw Bose eseape also, more geverely burnt, and
with his clothes on fire. Bose was able to walk, and to
beat out the flamesfrom his clothing. Bose then lay down
and said in felt to he was goint to die. He was taken to
hospital and Habib-ur-Rshman ascorts that he remained

at Bose'’s bedside untill he died that night, and that he
remained with the body untill i1t wvas coffined and cremeted
on the second day followlg.

S. No photographs were %k taken of the body. Rahman
explain that disfluration by burns and ointment used in
dressing made the face appear too grotesque to be recorded,

6. ‘Habib-ur-Rahman statement is credible and is probably
true. He is = eaid to have been extremely distressed when
told of Mr, Gandhi expression of mxx opinion which be
thought mischievous, - :

(S There 18 a possible explanation on Mr, Gandhi®s belief.
Bose®s closet confident, and probably the cnly man vho
know all his plans and secrets is one S.A, Ayer., He was
to have gone with lost on his last trip, but there was not
room in the aireraft, He proposed to follow in a later
aireraft, but subsequently charged the mind., This man is
now leaves in Indial and 1t 1s highly probable that he has

L4 .

- since met Mr, Gandh

8. It is likely that Bose had a plan to disappear for a
while untill the time was mimxm nice for his re-appearance.
If so Ayer would have know it , and is %m possi the only
man ¥ho would have krown it. ‘ouibl bis krowvledge of such
a plan, led with 2 reluctance to believe in Bose's death
may ha#o him to thipk that the erash in Formosa was

.ooal.



staged, even though it did not form part o uﬁ.ﬂi plan.
He may have expressed this belief to Nr. G

knowing the relationship between Bose and mld
ireline to believe it himself. That, hovever. Il purely
a opportunity, theor and there is no evidemce to support

O There is another map who might have been privy to any
zmxxx secret plan of Bose s, and I believe we have now
located him in Malaya. His arrest if he can be found,

has been ordered. His 1ntorrogat{on Bight then throw ac-o
further light, '

10, Discounting Mr. Gandhi's statement thc concrete
facts we have t0 g0 On arete

(a) A close examination of all the extent J'apmn
récords and signals concerning the flight hu
revealsed no indication of anything “phony"

about the flight on the crash. :

(b) Habib-ur-Rahman statement, which those in the
position to fudge the best, consider to be
Tie,

1lls The evidence is by nomeans conclusive, andit probably
never will be through gradually facts are likely
to accumulate to a point of reaching virtuo
certainly, In the meantime there 1‘
know nothing to justify Mr. Gandhi®s statcunt
%o alter our view that the weight of evidence is
that Bose is dead,

Ia{.
DIRECTOR © :umucmc:

Copy tos- DGA
GPA
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I!I'lI w&
aibject = Vit of the Inguiry Camiesim to liong Koug wnd Telven
( ®rogs)~Expenditues fncurred on the

Dear Ministry,

!5 Advaree of dally sllowence (eash alloe,) and 108 of tipes an
otel accomwdation for 3 days from 9%h to 10tk July 1973
Shrd G0y Khosle, Chalrwan (Vr, Hool9 of 7/73) ., E5380,00 Is 438,15

» P Q'\%(‘lﬂ -gdon to Shri 8.5, Chopra, feoy.(V 20 of
' secee HEPEET, 00 0 318,15

) (481) wdos to Shrd Melednand, PeSe(Vrsling2l of 7/73) $198,00 1 858,20
{av) <t to mrd Bk, Kundre,Puae(Vesliog 2R of T/73)5208,00 5 238,20

(v) ll'!cun-utuﬂr u“)'ofﬂ-
to Shwrd Mele Anaidy Pely (Velo. 29 of 7/73) ceveee®f 80,00 » 78,85

-_; (mmuunym-snm-u

fron lgt to Srd J to dhwd T8,
/ (Vre Nosa3 of sesessssasess HK) 360,00 1 400,45
N ."-',-5.“ “ ("h .l. of wen sasssesenvesenscasas 1K) T66,86 » 1000,
, Wtz s s omas
Valie Kundra pald by this Comiecion

ond
(Vg BoelB of 7 .o.no-ooconouonnn-nooo g 1780,80 rR3p2,20

%‘wﬂl’mm(oddhn) for 7

a"‘hﬂ'ﬂ 1ith to 17th J m
{ 5Ty 2040, #) nuunuummnqgm'ou ) 410,25 o

b SOy (Vr, log®S of il
enees Omm ” “- .“’.

Shri oo of .
"v """mo.';f'.f:.f::.m.m. M5 410,85 4, 535,00
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hotel accommodation oharges of
in Taipel (Vrs N0 30 of 7/73)
- (u.moa.u) « in Sterlirg Travellers Choquos... [K$4d,946,69 u.t.m

3. Of the adveorces ab itens (vii) and (xlid), the fllowing
refinds vere received fon the party on thelr way beok from Telwen
viich smounts have been creditod to Govi, gecount in July 19733«

®
(1) Refund of unspent bolance of Lransport
charyes draun for Hong Kong (in m secessase IS 15,20 e 128,82
(41) Refund of unspent bl ance of expenditure

draun for Toivense

.) In cash ML Ll T m ﬂ.ﬂ ;. m.

b) -om evsvavencee USERG,00 @ 1§ 107,40 s 208,23

¢) In Sterling Iravellers Choques (£1712,«)e MJISRRR,72 119650,06

- - -
190165, 96
e s -
>
Yours ever,
Coumd salon
-
lﬂﬂlﬁ of Home Affairg
New Delhi
Copy forvarded toie
1) The Aecountent Geseral, Mu\m l'ow Delhi
- . B Sl 8 L, ﬁ‘P'lo lietaji Inquiry
¥ Goumii s8ion, Reserve Bunk . Pew Dolbd,
of
/:uﬂ.ﬁw External Affai»y (B.4, Diviglon)
_ le K, Hadr)
- : Firgt Secretary

4
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No. HON.551(1)/71 3 M_&,ugust 14, 1973
¢ 129265072

M"\_O\-l-th @thw) /,m‘ 39)

Thank you for your letter No. £/551/5/72-JP dated 6th August
1973 regardiug the visit of the Netaji Enguiry Commission and perticularly
for your appreciative words,

2. I can quite realise the confusion between the two Pritam Sioghs =
I myself was confused in the beginning. It is somewhat counfounded by the
fact that both of them hsve counections with the Harilelas.

3. In order to obviate the necessity for leaning on the knowledge
of "Hong Kong hands", I am describing both briefly in this letter for
the sake of record,

@ A Pritam Singh (Taiwan): He is the person always Xuvolved with
Netgji affairs. He was in the Indian National Army in Shanghai. Now he
is more or less permanently resident in Taiwan and is in charge of certain
aspects of Harilela business there, While he might have beem a Sikh by
origin, he is now shaven and does not wear a turban, In physical appemrance
he has an oriental look,

5, Pritem Singh (Hong Kong):; He is, on the other hand, a turbauned,

- bearded Sikh znd is a permanent civil servant in the Hong Kong Covernment.
He used to.be in the Hong Rong Radico but is fow in the office of the ——
RegistraraGeneral. He is interested mainly in cultural activities and is
fairly active in the Indian Associations here, He is also the editor of
the Harilela magazine, "Bharat Ratna".

6. I am sending this letter in two copies so that one may be kept
7. ou-A guard file of Hong Kong persovnalities and the other in whichsver file
you cousider appropriate.

Kind regards,

Y i ncerely,
wirg WA BT
W )ﬂ— (L.N. Rangarajan) .
: ,-)(rShri K.K.S, Rana, - 4

- : Director (Bast Asia),
) Hinis_try._of External Affairs,

New Delhi. A e _ 1\' @L _f. A R
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GOVERNMENT OF INDIA )f

P UNDER SECRETARY. ( =
SEA B Q{ 3) MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS

New Delhi-110001
Dated the 24th August, 1973,

5176 49/

A!Lav\ o @W! | /g_v,.(s'f)

Kindly refer to my D.0O. letter of
even number dated the 2nd August, 1973, addressed

%o Shri SeKe pgal regarding the availabillty
of samé documents which can throw light on

Netajits disappearance in 1945, We shall be
grateful for an ea.rly reply in the matter,

N o /M%w\,.ﬂﬁ,/

15K
(ASOK GUPIA) ‘73

Shri P.L. Goyal,
Under Secretary (3,

Ministry of External Affairs,
NEW DELHT o
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Ve K. Nmbiar. }-{
Under Secretary(FE)

No ¢fSS7 [$172-20- i

August 30, 1973

)

Please refer to your D.0.No.F.24/27/71-Poll.11
dated the 24th August 1973, addressed to Shri P.L.Goyal,
regarding the availability of some documents throwing
light on Netaji's disappearance in 1945, Ve are
in touch with the High Commission in Londom end
are awaiting their reply on the guestion. Ve
shall revert to you on hearing from them,

Yours sincerely,
1A D

(Ve X. Nembiar)

Shri h* Gupta,
Uﬂﬁr s.ﬂr.t.".
Ministry of Home Affairs,

New Delhi. T ’//,I
_ oz ;
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Chief Marketing Manager

v - STATE TRADING CORPORATION OF INDIA LTD
CHANDRALOK 36 JANPATH NEW DELHI-1

’}
S ¥ '3, (
July 18, 1973
Dear Shri Nambiar,

Please refer to your immediate Office Memo No. C/551/5/T2-
JP dated 17th July 1973 aeaﬂing clarification on a news
item which appeared in the'Hindu of 12th July 1973.

dealings with Taiwan and from our records we could not
(A.kq. find a single instance whare STC managers have addressed
@R(M) Ma.y their correspondence with Taiwan as "Republic of Chine.
Therefore, as far as we are concerned ,there is no basis
for the staff reporter of the Hindu to mention that 3TC
. addresses its letters to Taiwan as "Republioc of Chinel.
Mm«&% In addition we would like to inform you that we are .,
i i issuing a cirocular to all our managers not to make any
" > mistake in this regard.

|

|

We have checked up with our Commodity Divisions who have q
—

Youps sincerely,

Sy b Fors. / \
_ M‘ (P.N.A.garIﬂ(,,//

>y j
Shri V.K.Naal'f;tr

Under Secretary tF‘E)
Ministry of External affairs,
South Bleck,

N.Delhi, |

!
!
With regards, 1
¢
|

DC/sns
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CONFIDENTIAL, 50 e - “p.0.fo.Cn/NIC/TS.
MO STisaegeses Seoy (East)/ "W e '
Justice G. D. Khom‘ﬁ’ 4 *7_,,’?} e 1973 GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
CHAIRMN - Fars wiw mran (faee)

NETAJI INQUIRY COMMISSION (1970)
&fe ware, frad Os fafsen

/ )}{ [F wifwardiz &z, 78 fawan-0
ey

Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building
Parliament Street, New Delhi-1

Dy, W ml:ﬁ_ Dated the 25th July, 1973.

My dear Kewal,
I enclose a copy of a letter which I have
/ addressed to Mukherji, Home Secretary. _The letter is

solf-erglanato , and I am sending you a copy because
I feel that the matter mentioned in it concerns you

¢ %@ﬁ) as much as him,

With regards,

Yours sincerely,
f'/é) / (Zqu

(GeD, KHOSLA)

s

Shri Kewal Singh,
Foreign Secretary,

3. Ministry of External Affairs,
Govsgnment; of India,

Bncls: 3
P <) Mede ' @nd EN v ST
Sea a8 W i Semeee ai s Ceem b
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CONFIDENTIAL, D.0,No,Ch/NIC/73. :
-~ I HIHIT 96 |
Justice G, D. Khosla : GOVERNMENT OF INDIA |

CHATRMAN Hare sitw sirat (169o) i|
NETAJI INQUIRY COMMISSION (1970)
afie Fae, fiwe v fafoen
aifftaite &z, ag faeai-o
Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building
Parliament Street, New Delhi-1

Dated the 25th July, 1973.

My dear Mukherji,

As you know, I have just returned from a visit to Taiwan
where I had gone to record some evidence in the Netaji case.
In accordance with instructions issued by the Govermment, my visit
was in a purely private capacity. The arrangements of my travel
vere made through travel agents and hotel accommodation was also
arranged privately. Witnesses were requested to come before the
Commission by means of private letters issued to them. At no
;t;ge during my visit did I contact any Government agency in

aivan.

I was, therefore, surprised on my return to Delhi to read
a comment in the Times of India of July 19, 1973, in which a
somewhat misleading statement has been made that the conduct of a
bureaucrat, namely, Shri Chopra, Secretary to the Commission, had
created a needless misunderstanaing between India and the Government
of Taiwan, and that the Republic of China has taken umbrage at the
manner in which some letters were addressed. The suggestion made
in the newspaper report is that the Secretary addressed a letter
to the Govermment of Taiwan and not to the Republic of China, which
is the proper official nomenclature.

It is not in accordance with judicial etiquette to enter
into a controversy with newspaper reporters, and I have not
chosen to contradict the insinuation made by the reporter that
Shri Chopra, Secretary to the Commission, behaved in an improper or
irresponsible manner, and that offence was caused to the Governmert
of the Republic of China. I would, however, like to set the record
right by stating the true faets so that there is no reflection
upon Shri Chopra's conduct and the Government should know that he
did not behave improperly in any manner.

The visit was undertaken at the express insistence of
Shri Samar Guha, who wrote a personal letter to the Prime winister
requesting that the Commission should be allowed to visit Taiwan.
The g:rpoac of the visit was to see certain spots which were relevant
to the subject matter of the inquiry, and to examine whatever



Justice G. D. Khosla : ; GOVERNMENT OF INDIA
TN A Fars wiw swrau (2290)
NETAJI INQUIRY COMMISSION (1970)
affz sare, fied o= fafeen
qifqarie &, a8 a0
2. Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building
Parliament Street, New Delhi-1

witnesses were available. We had no information about any
witnesses and Shri Samar Guha was asked to provide a list. He
[accordingly gave a list. The addresses of some of the witnesses
were not known, but Shri Samar Guha said that they had been working
in the Foreign Office of the Govermment of Formosa previously.

He suggested that the letters should be addressed to these persons
e¢/o the Foreign Office, Government of Formosa, Taiwan, Shri Chopra
discussed this matter with Shri Uppal, Under Secretary (Japan)
Ministry of External Affairs, and he too did not suggest a different
mode of addressing witnesgses in Taiwan. Letters were accordingly
sent to two or three witnesses ¢/o Foreign Office, Govermnment of
Formosa, Taiwan. No letter was sent to any Govermment official or
\ to any representative of the Govermment of the Republic of China.

puring my visit I received the utmost cooperation from
every one who came into contact with me. The witnesses were most
/ |willing to appear and stated whatever they knew. I was allowed to
visit the airfield where the plane carrying Netajl was alleged to
have crashed. I also visited the crematorium where it is said
his remains were cremated. During my visit, I and the staff of
the Commission were entertained to a specid Tea Reception by the
Sino~Indo-Burma-Ceylon Cultural Association. I was also invited
to a special function by the Bar Association of Taipei. I received
~| no direct or indireet protest or expression of displeasure from
N any one, and no one except Shri Samar Guha on one occasion
mentioned that the Secretary had been wrong in addressing
individuals in Taipel c¢/c the Foreign Office, Government of Formosa.

The onus of producing evidence before the Commission was

on Shri Samar Guha, and he reached Taipei 2 or 3 days before my
arrival, It seems that he was unable to find any witnesses who
[would support his theory of Netaji being still alive or at least
not having died in an alr crash on August 18, 1945, This naturally
gave rise to a sense of frustration in him, and he began to
attribute his failure to something the Secretary to the Commission
had not done. I may add that Shri Guha made a very indiscreet

and misleading statement to reporters at a press conference in
Taipel. After reading some parts of this statement reproduced in
the Taipel newspapers I obtained a complete transcript of it and

a reading of i1t astonishes me that a public person of his standing
should have given utterance to such a statement. ‘
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Justice G. D. Khosla GOVERNMENT OF INDIA

LAY Fars wiw mraw (Qese)
NETAJI INQUIRY COMMISSION (1970)
éfiz wae, frad ¥s fafeen
itz &z, af -0
3 Second Floor, Reserve Bank Building
4 Parliament Street, New Delhi-1

It therefore seems to me obvious that the newspaper comment
was inspired by something which Shri Samar Guha must have said to
some one. In any event, the matter is of no real importance but
I have written this merely to vindicate the conduect of Shri Chopra,
Secretary to the Commission, who acted in complete good faith and
after consulting Shri Samar Guha and an Under Secretary of the
Ministry of Bxternal Affairs.

Yours sincerely,

SoLJ—
(G.De KHOSLA)

2 Shri N.K. ™ukherji,
Home Secretary
Government of inﬂh,

NEW DELHIy

b
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CONEHDENTIAL

No.4550/Seey(E) /73 July 27, 1973

Dear Mr, Justice Khosles,

Thenk you for your D.0. letter
No,Ch/NIC/73 dated the 25th of July addressed
to Kewel Singh, enclosing & eopy of your
letter to Mukherji, T am acknowledging it
gs Kewzl Singh 4s away in Islamsbad at present,

With kind regerds,
Yours sincerely,

( VoC, Trivedi )
My iJustice G.D. Khosla,

Chair 3
htalmﬂn Commissi

Second !'l.c:n:r5 Reserve B=‘ Building,

‘l!
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Copy of letter dated the 25th July,1973 from
shri samar Ghua, “ember of the Parliment,2¢,South
Avenue, New De lhi=110011 te the Prime Minister.

The whole country felt highly grateful to you for
taking pemonal initiative to permit the Netaji Inquiry
Commission to visit Tapipel in Talwane Taipei, which was
known as Tathoku at the time of Japamese oeeupation, reslly
holds the key to unravel the mystery about the d sappewr ance
of Netaji Subhas Chancer Yose,

. We expected that the Netaji Inquiry Commission while ;
visiting Taipei will avail every cpportunity and all fecilities
for condu:ting thoreugh enquiry into Netaji-mystery. But on
roaching Tgipei we vwere completely surprised to know from the
Commission that a departmental letter issued from the Ministry
of Extemal affeim strongely ibhibited the Commission from
seeking any direct help from the Government of Taiwan or any
other noneoffjcial orgrnisation in that country. In consequence
the Commission took an absolutely passive attitinde sitting
almost 1ike an inhert body doing nothing in exercising its
initiative and freedom to conduct inquiry into Netajiemystery., If
we did not accompany the Commission, perhaps the Commission
:u}:‘ h.:e ‘returned to India without doing any inquiry vhatsoever

Pelie

The directive is-ued by the Ministry of Lxtemal Affairs
not only circumscribed the independence of the judidicisl bedy
like the Netaji Inquiry Commisziom but praetically frustrated
its work of investigation into the circumstances leading to the
disappe rance of Negaji.

The Govermment of Taipeis did not ask for any formal
letter fyom the Goverpment of India to the Govermmentof Taiven
but they expressed their desire that the Commission should write
to the East Asia Department of #eir Governsent for seeking its -
cooprration in conducting imquiry in Taiwan. On our request
the Govermmentof Taiwen issued visas to the members assod ated
with the Netaji Commission snd made an unusual liberal gesture
of goodwill to the Coumission by allowing it to hold ecourt
proceedings in their country without formal permissions The
Government of Talwan, various non-ofiicial organisations there
and the press as a whole expressed their sincere willingness
to extend all kinds of coo eration to the Commission. But as the
Comnission refused, even being requested by us repeatedly, teo
write to the East Asia Deportment of the Governmemt of Taiwem,
the Commission failed to avail a2l opportunities that were before
them for resolving Netajiemystey. '

1 alongwith two other members of National Comuittec

to assist Netaji Inquiry made frantic efforts with the help
of some mewbers of Parlisment of Taiwem and press reporters

| o.oo.&/—
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there to colleect some materials mmd find out some witnegsedS
for appearing before the Commission. Many revealing facts
were coming before the Commission which contradicted the most
of the earlier reports circulated by the Govermment of Japan
and many of the facts that nre placed before the earlier Netaji
Ingquiry Committee headed by Mpjor General Shah Nawaz Khene As
it required for us to conduct various enquiries from the airport,
ho spi tal, municipality, crematorium and other suthoritics related
to documents snd records in connection with the reports that weye
eiroul sted by the Government of Japan, the task was avery difficult
to complete without the formal help of the Govermment of Taiwan,
Ve were getting unknown facts, many witnesses and many other
materials wvhich if we succeeded to colleet and produce hefore
the Commission, Netajil-mystery would have been finally resolved,
e could trace 2 number of local inbhabitants who were working
during the days of Japancse ocoupation under the various authoritis
as stated abowve, but it was difficult for us to produce them be fort
the Commission without getting time and opportunity to trock them
anl bring them befoye the Commission. Ve requested the Commission
to extend its sittings by a few days 60 that we could try to do om
best to collect more materials and find imp.rtant persounel for
the purpose of getting foets for Netaji Inquiry. But unfortunatel
due to striet directive given to the ission, the Commissiom
expressed its reluctance to extend its sittings at Talpeis I am
extremely sswry to observe that the inhibiting directive issued
by the Ministry of Lxternal Affairs practicplly scutiled the objes
ive of Commission's visit to Taiwane

I also want to inform you that the facts thot came before
us revealed wide range of divergence about the reperted date,
time and location of the all ged plme orash involving Netaji
time and date of his reportod desth, looation of his hospitslisat
the date and time of his cremation cte.

The meteorologie l report showed that the pl erash
could not have occurred at the place where it was reported so by
the Govermment of Japan. It was alse reported tows by ome or
two witnesses that a that was told to be of Netaji was
eremated . But everybody stated that the body was yolled inside
an army blanket additiomnally covered by a she 't of while eloth
and nobody wos allowed to see whose ded body it was. No
photograph of the desd body was tsken and mobody was allowed
to see the body which was told by the Japanese as that of Netaji

We got two very igportant documents which were submitter
by the military mhoruy of Japan - one as that of the -lupw
certificate and the other of eremation certificate as pemmits ;
for cremating the reported body of Netaji, but umunny thes:
two vital documents were foumnd to contain not the name of

Netaji but of a Japanese young military officer,

o!“”/ _——
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* Mre Harin Shah, a journalist, who visited T.
submitted a report to late Fanditji snd Sardar Vallabhbu.
in an attempt to convince them that Netaji really died in ,
crash at Taipeie Subsequently he published a book mnd ine a
in it many documents and photographs of various persons whieh
he claimed to have found during his visit to Taipei, He produced
those documents before the earlier Shah Nawas Comuittee alsve
But on our emuiry at Taipei we found that most of the decuments
are either fubricated or concocted and many of the photographs
were fraudse -

I vreturned from Tgipei with the firm eomvietion that the
report of death of Netaji that was eireuls ted by the Government
of Japan eould mot be relied. But unfortumetely due to the
restrietion imposed on the Netaji Inquiry Commiss ion and inort attitu
of the latter in course of its investigation work at Taipei; we
missed the opportunity to finally unravel Netajiemysterye

I shall fail in my duty if I do not inform you that the
Government of Taiwam, the people at large and the press ns a whole
there showed an attlzuo of extay extreme goodwill, friendship
md cordiplity to India and to us who visited Taipeivery recently,
Nome of them raised any political issue but expressed their goodwili
and friendship to India and urged thot India and Taiwan shonld haw
friendly, oultural, social and cconomic rel stions,

I regret to remark vory fronkly to you that the effort
of Netaji Imquiry Commission has been frustrated by the directive
issued to it curbing ite initiative and freedom by the Ministyy of
External Affairs.

1 want to draw your attention to amother aspect in comneoti
with the Netaji Inquiry Commniss . ome The Commission hos fized wup
the dates for Argumont Session from 30th July, But all the vital
doouments that the Commission asked from the Government have mot
yet been supplicd mtoit, Without these documents it will be gain
extremely difiicult forthe Commission to arrive at a right :
conclusione

I harboured this faith that by teking the patriotic step
of setting up a fresh Netoji Inguiry Commission, you showed your
keenness to resolve Netojiemysierye I stiil hope that you should
take necessary steps to ask the different depa tments of the Govt, _
subsit relevint documents to the Commissions 1 would take liderty -
further to request you to write a personasl letter to the President
of Pgkistan, Mr., Bhutto, requesting him to take necessary steps to
enzble Col, Babibur Rehman, who can say the last word about Netaji
to appear before the Netoji Inquiry Commissione

I hope you will appreciate the frankmess of my lettor as |
will reflect to you the prev.iling feeling of our countrymen sbou
Netaji-myzterys
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Copy
New Delhi
Ne -149/!'11/73 - Augu!t 14 ,1973 .

Dear Shri Samar Guha,

Will you please refer te your letter dated the
25th of July 1973, addresscd to the Prime Minister,
;:farding the Netaji Inquiry Commissien's visit te

wam e

I am serry that you feel that the Commission's

- work was hampered in any way by any action on our part.

I am afraid, your impression is based on a misunderstanding
and I thought I would give you some of the facts in respect
of the matters raised by you.

You are avare of the circumstances surrounding the
Commission's visit te Taiwan. In fact, it was through
your efferts and advice that the Co-nission was able te
make a visit to Taiven and ¥ hold its sittings there in
a satisfactory manner.

As you know, we de not have diplomatic relations
with Taiwan and have consistently held the view that the
People's ublic of China is the sole legitimate Government
of China that Tajvan is a Province of China. Because
of this, neither the Government of India nor judicial
bodies appointed by the Gevernment of India can enter inte
direct or formal contacts any time with the Government of
Tajwan and its departmsnts. Here again, it was at your
initiative that a feormula was worked ouﬁ which would make
the visit pessible en a private basis. Naturally, this
entailed cooperation of the Taiwan authorities and we are
grateful to you for having contributed te such ceoperation.
We alse appreciate the cooperation extended by the peeople
of Taiwan and the various authorities who were concerned
with the work of the Commission, -

In the political context mentiened above, hewever,
it was natural that we should suggest to the éo-:usion
not to make any formal approach te the Taiwan authorities
and to make an inde enguiry without enlisting the
formal cooperation of any official or nen-efficial bedy
there, The Commission, in its judgement, accepted thia
suggestion. A8 you know, while the Gmission has
extensive powers to gather material evidence in India, it
has ne autherity to compel the cooperation of any foreign
Government . In all its visits te forei oountrio:l“ il

therefore '&thn Commission has conduct its entui

the assistace of the Indian Diplomatic Missions located
abread. In the case of Taiwan, this avenue was net available
and the Commission had to rely on informal unn{;nmts and
on assistance of influential persons like yourself.

...l.a/-
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I should like to emphasise at this a‘bafo that the
fact that the Commission did not address,a formal regquest te
the Tajwan Foreign Ministry or its Bast Asia Department ,did
not prevent the presentation of all available avidence te it.
The Commission 1s, in fact, satisfied with the visit and with
the response it r_celved.

I understand that the question of ebtaining evidence
and vitnesses was discussed Wwith you extensively by Mr .Justice
Khosla before the departure of the Cemmission for Taiwan and
he had stressed to you that the Cermmission was relying on
you and your fiiends for help in gathering the avallable
dvidence. On the basis of the 1ist given by you, the
Commissiocn wrete to the witnesses in advance. While several
of them turned up before the Commission in Taiwan, it was
also fortunate that the publicity given te the Commission's
visit in various Taiwanese newspapers succeeded in attracting
som® other witnesses, all of whom gave evidence,

I can assure you that ne directive was given by the
Government to the ssion which inhibited it from extend
its stay in Taiwan. I am informed that the Commission decid

“against an extension beyond the nine days of its stay because

it had no firm indjcation of the natura of any material

evidence which might be preduced in case the Commissien -tu{u

for an extra length of time. In any event, this was ontiro.z

an independent decision of the Commission. You have referr !

in your letter to some vital documents which the Commissien !

has asked the Government to supply teo it, I have conveyed )

:}1; relevant extract of your letter to the Ministry of Home
airs.

Please rest assured that we in the Government fully
share your des ire that every pessible effort should be made
to assist the Commission in making the present ipquiry inte -
Netaji's disappearance a definitive and an independent
Judicial study.

Yours sincerely,

sd /=
. (Swaran Singh)

Shri Samar Guha,
Member of Parliament,

27, South Av.nnat

 Copy for information to Prof. P.N. Dhar, Secrstary to PN

sd/= V.. Trivedi
Secretary (Bast)
14.8.
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MINISTRY OF EXTERVAL AFFAIRS
(Bast Asia Division)

August ‘30, 1973,

0ffice Memoyandum

Subjecti- Ne In on's Vi Taiwa

The undersigned is directed to forward
herewith a copy of the letter dated the 25th July, 1973,
addressed to the Foreign Minister by Hon'ble Shri Samar
Gula, M,P., together with a reply dated the 14th August,
1973, from the Foreign Minister. '

('? J |
_ i i
(ﬂ& (N.A ’ﬂn) |

for Under Snoretary

-
l(in:lstry of Home Affairs
ﬁahri R, Vasudevan - Dy,Becretary), /
] 1t/
]
L fp L
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Ministry of ExternalAffmrs
(East Asia Division)

INDIAN EXPRESS

NEW DELdl

Dated. /.7 #7253
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taji academy for
army urged,

NEW DELHI, Aug 10 (UNI).
The Soclalist member, Mr Samar

Guha, said in the Lok Sabha today™

that Netajl Subhas Chandra Bose

was;- after Shivail, bhegrm.asr. nili-

tary genius India had produced

was resuming  his speech
bill moved by him

esta~

He
on a
last.  month for the

. ‘blishment of the Netaji National
. Academy with the object of con-

- ducting “advanced studies in com-
¢ parative political pbhilosophies, in

planning, in higher military science |

and in search of new avenues for
national integration.”

Mr Guha sald the setting up of
the academy would be an  overdue

' national debt to the “heroic and en-

Hasan was

such an important bill was being
_discussed.

dearing” personalily of Netaii,

He greatly resented that the
cation Minister, Mr Nurul Hasan,
was absent from the House when

“The Deputy Education Minister,
Mr D.P. Yadav, informed that Mr
husy ln m other House.

Bdu- '
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MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS
(East Asia Divsion)

HINDUSTAN STANDARD --- CALGUTTA

Dated: [ 2 — 8-—7/?

Netaji Né-tidn-al al
: ﬁcadﬁ:uy not-":
tobesetup

NEW DELHI, AUG. 11— |
Mr. D. P Yadav, Deputy )
Fducation Minister, said
the Lok Sabha yesterday that !
.it was not legally and consti-
tutional %r’ feasible to ‘estab- |
lish & “Netaji National Aca- |
demy” for advanced studies |
as demanded “the - West. |
‘Bengal" " * Socialist - - member, .
“Prof. Samar Guha. in hi.s un- |
| official Bill, says ;

The Bill ‘received wide sup-
) : “port in the House. :

Intervening in the ‘incon- .
clusive debate, *the * Minister:
said a National = Institute of |
Sports existed in Patiala in |
the name of Netaji. The Gov-
ernment proposed to estab- |
lish five national centres. in |
= different parts of the country
-affiliateg to the institute.

Mr. . Yadav - said  Netaji
Subhash Chandra Bose was 2 '
national hero. As such the
Indian Council of Historical
Research orga an- exhi- |
bition on revolutmnanes, in
‘which achievements of “Natagi )
and his equengues ‘got - pro:m- |
nence, f
Mr. Samar ‘Guha replying ta
. the debate describing tha_
‘Minister's speech as ‘_‘hypz_

eracy galore
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. Please refer to your D.0. letter No,C/551/5/72-JP,II
dated August 30, 1973, regarding availability in U.K.
og"gocments throwing light on Netaji's disappearance in
1945,

2, The Netaji Inquiry Commission has since started

its Session, They would require a definite reply from the
Govermment about the availability of documents required

by them. In particular we have to give a specific reply
about the availability of the 'communication between
Mac-Arthur and Louis Mountbatton after surrender of

Japan which, reported that Bose has again escaped' and
also the documents said to be available in the War Office,
London, referred to/in the Foreign and Commonwealth

Office letter received with Shri Uppal's D.0. letter

“No,C/551/6/72-JP=-11, dated May 8% 1973, It is likely

that the Commission may require the Ministry of Extermal
Affairs also to depose before them in this regard. It
is thus necessary that we should have a definite reply
from ouwr High Commission before long., You may, therefore
like to remind our High Commission in London telegraphica
and get their reply. The reply as and when received from
them may please be forwarded to us,

O

w n13)y3
(ASOK GUPTA)

Shri V.. Nambiar

Under Secretary (h) )

Ministry of External Affairs,
DE

NEW DELHI.

~\

)
- ]
y sy ]

Dated the 12th September 1973,
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TELEX | 1)/
FROM: FOREIGN NEW DE LAI

TO: HICOMIND
LONDON

ATTENT ION FIRST SECRETARY POLITICAL(.) REFOURLET
DATED AUGUST 'mnm}zeemme DOCUMENTS OF INTEREST T0 NETAJI
INQUIRY COMMISSION(.) COMMISSION HAD REQUESTED THAT SOME
RELEVANT PAFERS IN ITEM THREE OF STATEMENT ENCLOSED WITH

LETTER REFCRRED TO ABOVE BE FE WUSED BY HIGH COMMISSION LONDON'S

BREPRESENT ATIVE AT THE DEPARTM!NTAL RECORD OFFI B(ARMY) MINISTRY

OF DEFENCE NORTHUMDE RLAND HOUSE(.) COMISSION WEQUIR:ES URGENT
RE PLY '

NeTeTe
No -0/551/5/72-‘3?
Dated QEPT.14,1973. M

V.K.
C’Z‘j Unfler‘Sem:g{ FE)

Uv_g_ | | | i4.9.73
P
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FROM: FOREIGN NEW DELHI
g TO: ﬁICOMIND
LONDON
4@“& ’ATT ION FIRST SECRETARY POLITICAL(.)
__.___L,;* REFOURLET DATED AUGUST TENTH REGARDING DOCUMENTS OF
INTEREST TO NETAJI INQUIRY COMMISSION(.) COMMISSION
HAD REQUESTED THAT SOME RELEVANT PAPERS IN ITEM THREE
OF STATEMENT ENCLOSED WITH LETTER REFERRED TO ABOVE BE ,
PERUSED BY HIGH COMMISSION LONDON'S REPRESENTATIVE AT THE il
B DEPARTMENTAL = RECORD OFFICE (ARMY ) MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 5
NORTHUMBERLAND HOUSE(.) COMMISSION REQUIRES URGENT L9
REPLY }
3 NiT.T.

No.C/551/5/72-JP | MML o
Dat ed: ddg 1?, 1973 _ (V. K. Nambim//‘—;
Under Secretary(FE)

-‘Iwaﬁ"” =

1
6 Laar i gt T 14.9.73
% "”a’ |




“wR-502 0
=R-502, LONDON 5¢

s

N
ETAT PTY INMMEDIATE TELEG: i)+ CTHON

(Mimistry of F.ztetnal Affg.itl)—
Hece gt - .\.ﬂ.’.‘ib.&..

~— .’f\ | 4 . { 3
FOREIGN AFFAIRS NEW DELHI y\{%" T’Tf; Despatch -\ 4or

Signatare of Operator... - -

RA4445 PL GOYAL FROM SUNDRAM
g\)
REFERENCE YOUR TELEX 5—241 OF 14TH SEPTEMBER\REGARD ING
DOCWMENTS OF INTEREST TO NETAJI INQUIRY COMMISSION(.)
THE HEAD OF RECORD OFF ICE (ARMY) MINISTRY OF DEFENCE 1S AWAY ON

LEAVE AND 1S EXPECTED AFTER A WEEK(.)SHALL SEND YOU RELEVANT

PAPERS IF ANY AFTER CONTACTING HEAD OF DEPARTMENTAL RECORE+RECORD

RFFICE(.)

1-ucowm 5 - ’/%ﬁw

COLL R-502 4445 S-241 14TH P:}_-_//
o ; 4§
HI1COMIND AVN/1 91445 .
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e eretary (3).

No .C/561/6/72-3P . September 20,1973.

Dear Shri Gupta, /@’)

Please refer to your d.o.letter No.24/27/71-
Poll.II dated 13th Sentember 1973, regarding the
availability in U.K. of documents throwing light
on Netaji's disappearance in 1945. -

2. Reproduced below is a copy of the telex
recelved from our High Commission in London,for
~your information 3-

"Reference Your Telex S-241 of 14th September
regard documents of interest to Netaji

uiry ssion (.) The Head of Record
Office (Army) Ministry of Defence is away on
10::. and uh;:gcted dti; a wo:h(.)mlit
send you re papers any er acting
Head of Departmental Record Office.”

Yours sincerely,

J|¢
; _ . 1)

Shri A . Gupta,
Under Secretary,
Ministry of Home Affairs,

A\
’ v
i =



CSV Sundram hif " IMMEDIATE [l 5@ ;

Second Secretary(Pol) ¢ Q4) }
N ot ')'-ITWEFTE'TS’HWﬁ'?H 2‘7
: X

DIA

/ No.Pol/69/9/7 |o & :
: //iih

‘ ) -\ )\ LTHE HIGH COMMISSION OF IN
W YU

Jri el Ty MEET Y D g e S DEPARTMENU/
' INDIA HOUSE, o

’I'E_j@PHONE.: 01836 8484  EXT ....o..... - ALDWYCH,
TELEGRAMS: HICOMIND, LONDON, W.C2 <.5' A ) LONDON, WC2B 4NA

PO O0r: REIEPICE . .uiiai il iansidarasssrarorscysssiviins OctOber 8, 1973

Dear Shri Goyal, 2 g(g {;)

7

Kindly refer tc para 2 of your letter
No.C/551/5/72-JP, dated the 10th August, 1973, regarding
some documents of interest to Netaji Inquiry Commission.

2. I have gone through the two files referred to in

/géi_ the last paragraph of Foreign & Commonwealth Office, London,
Note.No.FSE 10/7, dated the 30th April, 1973. These two
® files mainly deal with the activities and death of Netaji

Subbash Chandra Bose and the number of civilians and
military officers who were arrested as collaborators in
Burma and Malaya soon after the war. However, I found
in their file (No.WO 208, April 1942) a copy of a statement
made by Captain YOSHIMY Taneyoshi, a medical officer of
the Japanese Imperial Aer,concerning the death of Subhas
ese Chandra Bose, a copy of which I am forwarding herewith.
I am not sure whether a copy of the same had already been
forwarded to Shri S.K. Uppal, vide Mrs Helen J. Mathai's
letter of even number dated the 3rd May, 1973, since a
copy of the statement is not on our file. Apart from the
enclosed statement, there is nothing else which may be of
2 importance to the Netaji Inquiry Commission.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

Shri P.L.Goyal (CSV Sundram)”
Under Secretary(J)
b3 Min.of E.A.,New Delhi.
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Register No. MD/JAG/FS(A)1223 Minute Sheet No.

TO  M.I.2A

LOOSE MINUTE General Staff W.0.
B SEAT, - MI 2
21 .Jan.1047

i Dte., of Mily.Intelligenwms
Death of Subhas Chandra Bose

1. Enclosed is a copy of a statement made by Capt .Yoshimi
Taniyoshi a medical officer of the Japanese Imperial Army
Concernig the death of SUBHAS CHANDEA B(E,

2. The stztement was received originally from War Crimes
Liaison Officer HONG KONG the testator being interned in
STANIEY Goal Hong Kong.

3. The original statement is in the possession of War
Crimes Section S.E A .L.F.,

4, The Indjia Office Foreign Office and Iaw Offices has

had a copy of this report.

IND/F /2
sd/I1legible

Mil. Dept.

J A G.'s Office,
WHitehall 7936 Ext 106
17 Jan 46.

/GDH
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Box 273/4. /ﬁ;;)
CON#}QEﬁ&IAL. st

STATEMENT OF YOSHIMI TANEYOSHI, CAPTAIN(MEDICAL) OF THE
IMPERIAL JAPANESE ARMY ,WITH REGARD TO THE DEATH OF ONE
CHANDRA BOSE, WHO DIEP AT THAIHOKU, FORMOSA ON 18TH
DAY OF AUGUST, 1947, :

( coPy )

I, TANEYOSHI YOSHIMI, Captain(Medical) of the Imperial
Japanese Army, at present at Stanley Gaol, Hong Kong,having
observed a statement in a Japanese newspaper, requesting
information regarding the death of Chandra Bose, wish of
my own free will to place any knowledge I have of this matt-
er at the disposal of the Authorities requiring it. To the
best of my ability and memory I hear state the events
surrounding the death of Chandra Bose.

In August, 1945, I was the Senior Officer at the
NANMON Military Hospital, Taihoku,Formosa. At about
1700 hrs on the 18th day of August,1945 a truck driven
up before the hospital contained several men who had been
injured in an aeroplane crash. Two of the men were
Indians, and the remainder, about five or six in number
were Japanese, One of the Japanese, a Staff Officer with
with the rank of Lt.Colonel whose name I cannot properly
recall, but believe was Ishii- something, informed me that
one of the Indians, pointing him out, was Chandra Bose
and that I was not to spare myself and must give him the
very best of treatment. I immediately gave instructions
for some medical orderlies to Jf go a prepare a bed, and
for others to carry in the injured man.

When he was laid on the bed, I personally cleaned his
injuries with oils and dressed them. He was suffering
from extensive burns over the whole of his body, though
the most serious were those on his head, chest and thighs.
There was very little left on his head in the way of hair or
other identification marks. During the first Bour hours
he was semi-concious, and practically normal, spes ing
quite a good deal. The first worlds I remember him speaking
were in Japanese, when he made a request for water, which
had to be fed to him through a hospital cup with a spout.
As most of his speaking was in English, a request for an
interpreter was made, and one was sent from the Civil
Government Offices n amed NAKAMURA. He informed me that he
had very often interpreted for Chandra Bose and had had
many conversations with him. He appeared to have no doubt
that the man he was speaking with was Chandra Bose.

During the treating of his injuries, I twice inquired of
Chandra Bose if he was in any pain, and neither time did
he malte any answer. After about four hours, I inquired
whether there was any statement, will, or such matter

he wished to make. He answered "Nothing". After the
fourth hour he appeared to be sinking into unconciousness.
He murmered, and muttered in his state of coma, but never
regained conciousness, At about 2300 hrs. he died. There
was apart from the injuries mentioned above, abrasions on
his elbows and knees. There were no fractures,

L



W

> v,
-~ } ':;7
e 1 o
,::

The other Indian was a Chandra Bose's Adjutant,
a Colonel of the Indian National Army, who was
suffering from burms to the sides of his head, arms,
hands and knees. I do not remember this mms name, but
recall that it was a very long one. He was a very
tall man, about six feet or over, medium build, and
clean shaven.

It was the wish of this Colonel, and also that
of the authorities that the remains of Chandra Bose s&h
should be transported to Tokyo, and to facilitate this
I injected Formalin into the body, and also had the
coffin partly filled with lime. The whole was put
in a box, and on the 20th August, was taken to
Taihoku airport for transporting to Japan, in charge of
Warrant Officer NISHI. W.0. Nishi returned later and ij4
informed me that the body could for some unknown reason,
not be taken to Japan, and was to be sent tothe
crematorium for cremation. I therefore made out a
Death Certificate, stating the cuases of death to be
extensive burning and shock. The orders for this
change of plans came from the Adjutant's Department,
Taiwan Army.

On the morning of the 19th August,Colonel Miyata,
Staff 0fficer of General Ando came to the hospital to
express mourning on behalf of General Ando and his
staff, and as is our cus tom brought gifts of flowers,
fruits and cakes for the deceased. The news of the
death of Chandra Bose was kept a secret, and I and my
staff were warned not to divulge that we knew who it was
that had died. The news was as far as I can remember
gublished in the public press early in the month of

eptember, 1945.

0f the other passengers of the aircraft I have
some direct and some information which was told to me.
As far a I could make out, the aircraft, carrying
Chandra Bose, his Adjutant and about ten er twelve
others(Japanese), took off from the Taihoku Air Port, and
and after rising to a height of about thirty fee,
suddently burst into flames and crashed to the ground.
A Major-Gemeral SHIDEL and two others were killed, or
unable to escape and were burned with the plame. The
others escaped or were rescued, and were brought to
Nanmon Hospital. The two pilots, warrant Officer(
Late 2/Lt.) AOYAGI and a Sergeant Major., were both
burned, but after remaining in my care for about two or
three weeks had pra#etically recovered and were
transferred to the Hokuto Military Hospital were I
later heard they had died, about Hg¥¢ three weeks
after admittance.

The Indian Colonel, Adjutant to Chandra Bose,
remained in my care for about 10 days, and was then

~sent to the Hokuto Military Hospital. The interpreter
Nakamura went up there with him, and I have no

knowledge of what became of either of them. I do kmow
however that the ashes of Chandra Bose were handed over to
to the Indian Colonel. .

SLLN7 ’
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There is nothing more I can remember of this

matter, at the present, but will giw thought to it,

and anything of importance I later remember I will

disclose.

Signed at Stanley Gaol, this 19th Davy of October,1946.

L B B A I

Name in Blcok letters. YOSHIMI TANEYOSHI.

CERTIFICATE OF INTERPRETER.

I, HANAGAKI YOSHIO, state tha I truly and correctly
translated the above statement made by YOSHIMI TANEYOSHI,
into English, and saw it taken down by Captain A .R.Turner.
I later read over the whole of the above statement in the
Japanese language, and YOSHIMI TANEYOSHI agreed and then
signed the above statement, in the presence of myself

and Captain A.R. Turner.

Signed at Stanley Gaol, this 19th Day of October,1946.

LU I

Name in Block letters. HANAGAKI YOSHIO.

I, ALFRED RAYMOND TURNER took the abowve statement
of YOSHIMI TAMNEYOSHI, with regard to the death of
Chandra Bose, and the certificate of the Interpreter
HANAGAKT YOSHIO at Stanley Gaol, this 19th day of
October,1946, duly witnessing.

" 88 A captﬂin-,
A.R. TURNER.
WAR CRIMES LIAISON SECTION(FORMOSA).

HONG KONG.
19th Oct.1946,
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D.0.No. 24/27/7L-Poll, Il
UNDER SECRETARY Government of India

_ Ministry of Home Affairs
o (Grih Mantralaya)

New Delhi-110001,
I
the /¢ 'Octover, 1973.

w
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Please refer to your d.o, letter No. C/551/5/72-JP
dated the 20th September, 1973 regarding the availabilify
in U.X, of documents throwing i:lgh on Netaji's disappearance
in 1945. I shall be grateful if you would get the matter
expedited.

(,\S—; N \)""1\"\/\/\ \\Mn )
AASA ML{ML]

:,:_ / @w%wﬁ?(; i

l‘)
(ASOK GUPTA) | hs’
o UNDER SECRET ARY

‘f-u
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W’ ghri P,L. Goyal
‘ﬁ_ Under éecretaryt.‘!’),
lﬂn:l.strg of External Affairs,
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Mr s.mtary ).

No.C/681/8/72-3P . | October 20,1973,

A
Dear Shri Gupta, .5/

I invit ference to your letter
N0 .24/27/71-Poll .11 dated 18th October 1973 |
regarding the availability of documents in U.K
throwing light on Netaji's disaprearance in 198

v
2. A copy of letter No.Pol/69/9/7 dated 8th
October 1973 received from our High Commission
in london,together with its enclosures (in origimal),

eontaining the report of Capt .Yosh ical O:I'ﬁoe
of the Japanese Imperial Army concern the death of
Netaji Subhash Chandra Bose. '

3. I hope this would meet the requirements of

the Netaji Inguiry Commission. If the Commission
i-:t}uiro: any other document, ve may please be
ormed .

Yours sincerely,

(P.L. Goyal)
Shri Asok Cupta :
Under socrotary’ ﬂmﬂ_,/ Q,J\()
Ministry of Home Affairs, (Q/‘
New Delhi.

2 2//)(

Encls as above
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SAMAR GUHA
Member of Parliament 27, South Avenue
(LOK SABHA) New Delhi-11

20th August 1973

Dear Prime Minister,

I had written to you earlier that Col.Habibur
Rehman, who is now an important officer in Pakistan,can say
the last word about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. He has not
anpeared before the Netaji Inquiry Commission. In my
earlier letter I requested you to write to the Prime Minister
of Pakistan, Mr.Bhu'to, to enable Col, Habibur Rehman to |
appear before the Commission.

Now Mr.Aziz Ahmed, the Foreign Minister of Pakistan,
is in Delhi. According to press reports he will be meeting
you very soon. May I request you to suggest to him that
suitable stens may be taken to enable Col. Habibur Rehman
to appear before the Netaji Ingquiry Commission ?

My 'Netaji National Academy Bill' is being discussed
in the House. The debates will be concluded on 24th August
next . I have no doubt that such an academy will be set up
in future if it is not accented now.

May I request you to accent the objectives of this
Bill and yourself initiate the move to set up 'Netaji Nat ional
Academy' for research work and higher studies »n the subjects

namely @

(1) Economics of National Planning; |
(11) Comparative Political Philosophies; ;
(iii) Advance Military Scilence; and ;
(iv) Problems of National Integration. f

This will be a positive step for the Government to pay their |
tributes to Netaji in a constructive way which will benefit |
our nation also. :

If the Government cannot accent the objectives of the |
Bill, I will withdraw my Bill to enable the Government to ;
move a fresh Bill in a more comfeehensive manner . If you take
such step to set up 'Netaji Natlonal Academy', I have no |
doubt the people all over the country will highly anpreciate |

your move in this regards

Wwith kind regards,

Yours sincerely, ;J
=

sd/- Samar Guha

Smt . Indira Gandhi k
Prime Minister of india, _i

New Delhi. .
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Under Socretary (J).

No.C/661/6/72-JP(1I) Nov.13,1973.

Dear Shri Gupta, /; -Q'{)

I am enclosing letter
dated 20th August 1973 addressed
to Prime Minister by Shri Samar
Guha, M.P., regarding Netaji
Bubhu Chandra Bose. As the
subject matter concerns the Ministry
of Home Affairs they may kindly
take necessary action.

(Kours s rely

(P.L.

Shri Asok Gupta,

Under Secretary, i
Ministry of Home Affairs, Lﬂ
New Delhi.

Jf/

K
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fy/ { ?, South Avenue, /” ‘\
6 NEW DELHI=11. . )

23rd August, 1973

/S SAMAR qUmA

MEMBER OF PARLI
e (LOK SABHA)

p—

PR b fot
b Dear Sgrdar Swaran Singhjt,/ _4 1
N B S "}ﬂ) /
l.,/"h’]: ¥ o 2\

,L;, ‘" 1 o Thank you for your lettdr doted August 14, 1973

,L;.vv",'a in reply to my earlier letter to the Prime Minister regarding
ﬁi-'ﬂ. “’;wwﬂetaﬁ Inquiry Commission's visit to Taiwan.
- ADv :
& - b
i (K

As I visited Taiwan along with the Commission and
personally experienced all the difficulties there, it is noi
ny "_feeltng" what you have mentioned in your letiter but it
i8 my definite opinion that the work of the Commission has

P~ . been positively hampered due to the attitude taken by the
Yd{‘"l o Commission in accordance with the "suggestion' given by the
Ministry of External Affairs to itse I don't know how could
| ?} “A you presume that the Commission's visit to Taidwan and its
! \J&/"’\, sittings there had been "satisfactory" as indicated in your
PR m/’” letter, In my opinion, the conduct of inguiry by the

’

o Commission had been unsatisfactory from the beginning to the
" g M end, In fact, if I did not accompany the Commission, the
& S 50 latter would have returned to India without practically doing
' /l,/\.,,\ any inquiry work there,

After persistent refusal to permit the Commission to
visit Taiwan for two years, it was the Prime Minister,
Mrs, Gandhi, who took initiative on my earnest request to
enable the Commission to visit Taiwan.

¥l I don't know anything about any "formula" of work
""\ a8 you have mentioned in your letter regarding the Commisaion's
' visit to Taiwan.

oa(’_FE)w I only mentioned to the Prime Minister that many

Indian ships are regularly visiting Taiwan and our Goverament
are doing regular expori/import trades with the Government
of Tatwan and a8 representatives of our Shipping Agencies,
pub‘.s‘l,tc and private, and high Governmment officials belonging
10 B ¢TeCoy U, U,TeC, and other similar organizations do
regularly visit Taiwan without itnvolving themselves in

o matters related to the quesition of diplomatic relations

¢ with the CGovernment of Taiwan, I thought that the Commission's
visit to Taiwan could be facilitated in the similar way.

5 It;occhadribipu about 3 days prior to the Commission
reaching theres ere were a lot of difficulties regardin
Z-}w )kwlsmz the utaalwho were associated with the Commission andgthc ¢

"

0..2/-
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MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
I (LOK

SABHA)

legal quesiion also arose whether a foreign Comnission could
hold court proceedings in another country, without fomal
permission from the Govermment theres. On my persuation

these problems were smoothened and I_gssured the Govermnment

of Taiwan that the Commission will s;:—d_&%Wuut

to their Far East Asia Depariment seeking their help and
cooperation and permission for holding couri proceedings theree

The Government of Taiwan did not raise any issue in
regard to the diplomatic relations with our couniry nor did
they seek for any letter from the Goverament of India but
they requested only that the Commission being a judicial body
which required to conduct/in thigrcountry, it could send a
letter to them 8o that they could offer necessary help and
cooperation to the Commission for successful investigation
by it in resolving the issues regarding disappearance of
Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose at Taipei,

When at Taipei I requested the Commission to send a
SJormal letter to the Far East Agia Depariment of Tailwan and
other non=official bodies there,seeking their help and
cooperation, I was told by the Secretary of the Commission
that the Commission received written instiructions from the
Goverament not to seek any cooperation or assistance either
Jrom the Goverament of Tailwan or from any non=official
organisations theree I asked them why the matter related
t0 such instructions by the Ministry of External Affairs
was not reported io me before leaving Delhi, No satisfaciory
reply was given to mes The Govermment Counsel also corroborated
that written instructions were issued to the Commission by
thé Ministry of External Affairs restricting its activities
in Taiwan, He further argued that as the Commission was the
'ereature ' of the Government, it was bound to obey the
directives issued to it by the Ministry of External Affairs,
although I protested that a judicial body like the present
Commission once formed cannot have any inhibitive instructions
Srom the Goverament, as such instruciions will tentamount to
interfere with the proceeding of the court.

However, on the basis of my appeal the Government of
Taiwon, desisted from cancelling the visas of the members

who accompanied the Commission and allowed the Commission +o

hold its court proceedings even without any formal request
made by the latter to the Governm nt of Taiwan.

000003/"'
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MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
‘ (LOK SABHA)

In your letter, you have admitited that you had made
'suggestion' to the Commisaion not to seek help from the
Taiwan Government or any non=official organisation there,

A written 'suggestion' is nothing but 'directive’ or
"instruction’ and such written note certainly compromised
the authority of the Commission. I am exiremely surprised
to know that "the Commission, in its judgementi, accepted
this suggestion', It was never communicated to me as the
Convener of the ﬁational Commititee to Assist Netaji Inquiry,
although I receive all important communications from the
Commission related to its inquiry works, It was also not
communicated to me by the Commission that "they rely for
informal arrangements and assistance of influential persons
like yoursels” (me).

You have mentioned in your letter that the fact "that
the Commisaion did not address a formal request to the Taiwan
Foreign Ministry or its East Asia Depariment, did not prevent
presentation of all available evidence to ite The Commission
is, in,fbct’ satisfied with the visit wnd with the response
it received”,

I am sorry to say that the Commission did not receive
adequate response from the Government of Taiwan and the
Commission may be satisfied with tts work in Taiwan but I am,
a3 one who experienced all the difficulties there, no? at
all satisfied with the work of the Commission theree

I found many more witnesses who could appear before
the Commission and record some vital informationy. There were
quite a good number of Taiwani personnel who definitely knew
about a plane crask that took place in 1944 in the month of
September exactly in the same place where the/plane crash
involving Netaji was alleged to have had occurred a year loter,
I found some other very important personnel as mentioned
in the book of Shri Harindhaf who visited Taipei in 1946,
and whose documents and conclisions carried great weight
with the Government of India, I found some other personnel
who were outside Taipei and as Such, I had to make arrgnge=-
ments to bring them from theres I requested the Commission
to ertend its sittings at least by three days more but the
Commission refused as it pointed out that the Govermment
did not permit it to continue its stay in Taipei, Becguse
of lack of time, the Commission did not agree to visit the
hospital where ﬁbtajt was reported to have had received
medical aide I con add more instances how the work of the
Commisgion was hampered by the restirictive instructions issued
to it by the Ministry of External Affairs,

oo n4/-
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MEMBER OF PARLIAMENT
ik (LOK SABHA)

% I om afraid that perhaps you are not aware of all the
Sfacta regarding sending of writien instructions to the
Commission by the Depariment of your Ministry which deals
with China affairse According to my information, it was
Mr, Pranjape and on his advice, his Assistant who took
over-jealous attitude in issuing resirictive directives to
the Commission. I would request you to please inquire what
actually happened and how the instructions were sent to the
Commission without your knowledge and the knowledge of the
Prime Minister,who cleared the whole issue of permitting
the Commission to visit Taiwan, When I met the Prime Minister
after sending my letter to her, she expressed her surprise
saying, "I don't know why they have done so,"

; The mystery about Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose could
oA ' have been wepyrlavgely resolved if the Commission was allowed

to conduct investigations in Taiwan without any restrictions

- issued to it by the Minisiry of External Affairse I anm
constrained to remark that the objectives of the Commission's
visit to Taiwan have been very largely defeated by the
restrictions imposed on it, The inguiry done by the Commission
in Tailwan was half-heartied, incomplete and inadequate and its
purpose of visiting Taiwan, a8 such, has been frustrated.

With kind regards,

Yours sincerely,

(SAMAR GUHA)

Sardar Swaran Singh,
i Minister of External Affairs,
Government of India,

NEW _DELHT,
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(> FR.€Erom the Min. of EA . my be seen.

: 2. We are c-oncerned wvnly with first para of Shri Samar

% Guha's letter dated 20.8.1973 of which we have taken
extracts. We my rcturn the F F, to the M/External
Affairs for such action as they may deem nroper.

We may also advise them that this would
nrobably c¢-ncern M/Edn.

sd/Illegible

™
¢ " Ministry of External Aff |
X air
(Eas{ Asia Division) g
Reference M.HA .'s note adbfve. The Min
of Education & 3 ¥ . may kindly sce for act?lon witsﬁry
regard to gara.z of S8hrl Samar Guha's letter dsted
20th August 1973, addressed to the Prime Minister.
- V
5
PJ.Le Gﬂml)
Under Secretary(J)
17. 11. 1973







