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GEOGRAPHY OF HUDSON BAY. 91

extremity ; the new ice near the shores and rivers, and the
wash of the sea, stick to your ship and ropes like bird-lime,
cand in your sails like pitch, and so all opperations by water
ceasis, in the northern parts of the bay first, and so south-
ward soon after : the winds on the land are variable, and you
have short intervals of fine weather in the day time, untill
the end of October; but those violent gales of frost and
snow are so frequent, that all our craft are put into winter
quarters; when the rivers are covered with ice, and the
shores are lined to a great distance, and water disappeares,
the land cloathed with snow, then prevales those violent
piercing winds, which no creature can face for a continuence
(except some short intervalls). And so apprehensive are
our people of being caught out in those frightfull drifts at
any distance from the factorys, that they never suffer a
stranger to go a bow shott from the palisades without a
person of experience with them.

Those terrible snow drifts and dark condensed foggs are
hardly to be guarded against. Even the most experienced
men we have, have been at times put to great extreamitys.
Thus I have given you my sentiments on every part relating
to this voyage ; your own prudence must supply whats want-
ing ; and as these remarks may be of pecullier use and ser-
vice to you in your employment to and from that country,
so it will be necessary for you to conceal these remarks from
every other person. And I charge you to keep them secret,
least others should draw consequences from them I never
intended, to the prejudice of the Hudsons Bay Company.
But if at any time hereafter the Company should reject you
and spurn you from them, and deny you a moderate employ-
ment, in that case you are at liberty ; and it is my will and
command that every part be made publick for the use and
benefitt of mankind.

I have this to say, that no other person before my time
ever collected so many notes, and but very few have had
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more experience nor better opportunities to explain this
geography. The meanness and contemptable application I
have drawn require some indulgence ; but the hydrogra-
phycall parts are so well adjusted, and with such care, that
I do willingly submitt them to the test of time.

Thus I conclude, with my prayers, that God that he will

give you a right use of them, and conclude,

YOUR AFFECTIONATE FATHER.



APPENDAGE.

Yorx Fort is 10 45" west longitude from the north end of
Mansfeild ; also 11° 15" west longitude to the west main, in
latitude 58° 00" N.

It lowed in Ham Sound 9 hrs. 45" on the full and change
of the moon'; but the tide run untill 10 hrs. 30'.

It flowes on the coast from Tod Head to Buckannes nearly
0 hrs. 45, or S. by W. full and change, and runs half-tide.

Buchanness is in latitude 57° 25 N.; variation, 14° 30
north-westerly.

The course from Battery Head to South Ronalsa is NN.W. -
twenty-five leagues; and this is confirmed by sundry expe-
riments.

Cape Henrietta Maria is in longitude 84° 00’ W. from
London, or 5° W. from Cape Diggs.

East Barrow Island is twelve mile to northward of Hoy
Head, and seventy-eight ditto to westward of ditto.

Hoy Head is in latitude 58° 55" N., and longitude 3° 30’
W. from London.

Stack I’le bears from Hoy Head W. § N. eleven leagues.

East Barrow to Hoy Head, E.S.E., twenty-six leagues.

Cape of Resolution to Nix Compestriss, cours N.W.by W.
sixty-six miles, in latitude 62° 04’ N.

Observed in latitude 62° 20’ N., when Upper Savage I'le
bore N. } E. five leagues ; variation, 38° 30’ north-westerly.

From Cape Diggs to the north, and ncarest part of Mans-

feild, bears E. and W. fifty miles.
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From Cape Diggs to the West Main, in latitude 60° 00" N,
is 16° W. longitude. Another note says Churchill River is
15° 20° W, longitude to Cape-Diggs.

From Cape Diggs to the west end of Cape Charles, is
ninety miles east, and twenty-two miles northing.

From Cape Diggs to the Cape of Resolution, 14° 20" E.
longitude.

From the Cape of Resolution to Cape Farewell, 19° 20" E.
longitude. Confirmed, whose latitude is 59° 40’ N.

From C. Resolution to the East Barrow Island, 62° 25’ E.
longitude.

From Cape Diggs to Carieswansnest, 6° 20' W. longitude ;
ditto, to Cape Nesdrake, 5° 45" west ditto ; ditto, to the West
Main, in latitude 59° 45’ N.; 15° 00' W. longitude ; which
is a low, levill, barren land, and tolerable soundings in fifteen
fath., four mile from the land.

Moulting Island, in latitude 59° 35'N., one mile and a half
from the shore, is thirteen leagues N.N.W. from Usquemow
Point, and is remarkable.

Observed in latitude 62° 45’ N., when the north end of
Mansfeild bore south five leagues ; Diggs, E.S.E.; Nothing-
ham, E. by N.; and run east forty mile, when Cape Diggs
bore south five leagues.

From Cape Diggs to C. Resolution, 14° 02’ E. longitude,
in seven days.

From the east end of Cape Charles to the east end of Salis-
bury Ile, is fifty-eight miles westing, whose latitude is
62° 42' N.

REMARKS IN SAILING INTO HAYS RIVER.

Bouy of the fair way uppon the flatts, bears from the
beacon in Five Fatham Hole, N.E. by E. and S.W. by W,,
five mile, and lyes in ten foot water.

Bouy in that hole bears from the beacon N.N.E. { E. and
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S.S.W.1 W_; and from the bouy on the south point of Stones,
N.E. $ N.and SW. 1S,

Bouy of the south point of Stones, to the bouy of the
Upper Hole, N.N.E. { E. and S.S.W.1 W. That bouy lyes
with the becons on the Marsh Shutt in one, and bears W. 1 S.
and E. § N,, in fifteen foot at low water.

I observed in latitude 58° 38’ N., near Port Nelson shoalds,
16° 00’ north-westerly ; variation by sundry azimouths.

Ditto at Five Hole, latitude 57° 10’ N. Confirmed 1738,
40° longitude from Usquemow Point, 2° 20" E. ; but to round
the shoalds, 2° 835" E., in miles seventy-four or eighty-two
ditto.

Stone River is sixteen miles from York Fort, and bears
from Five Fatham Hole E.S.E. } S.

From Five Fatham Hole to Cape Diggs in eight days,
13° 42’ E. longitude.

From Cape Diggs to Carieswansnest, in 62° 15’ latitude,
7° 31' W. longitude ; from that low point the land trends
N. by E.; five leagues off you have one hundred and twenty
fatham.

I observed at York Fort the latitude, 57° 00’ N. ; ditto,
when Stone River bore S. § W. 57° 25’ N. ; dist. five leagues
in seven fatham.

N.B. Keep Hungry Bluff SSW.1S. The Point of Marsh,
W. by S. is the best water ; ’tis three miles from the factory
to the beacons on the Point of Marsh, and it is two miles
and ten yards athwart from high water mark to ditto at the
factory.

REMARKS ON THE TIDES ADJACENT TO THE CAPE
SOUTHAMPTON COAST AND ELSWERE.
In latitude 62° 15, longitude 5° 46’ W. from Diggs, in
forty-six fatham, mud at 10 A.M., a slack.
TFour leagues from land, in forty-five fatham, mud at 7 .M.,
it set one mile and cight-tenths E. by S. § S.




































APPENDIX.

CAPTAIN MIDDLETON’S VOYAGE TO HUDSON’S BAY
FOR THE

DISCOVERY OF A NORTH-WEST PASSAGE,

(1741-42),

IN COMMAND OF THE “ FURNACE’ BOMB, AND “DISCOVERY” PINK ;
THE LATTER IN CHARGE OF MR. WM. MOOR,
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thick ; the windows very small, with thick wooden shutters,
which are close shut eighteen hours every day in the winter.
There are cellars under the house, wherein we put our
wines, brandy, strong beer, butter, cheese, etc. Four large
fires are made in great stoves, built on purpose, every day.
As soon as the wood is burnt down to a coal, the tops of the
chimneys are close stopped with an iron cover. This keeps
the heat within the house (though at the same time the
smoke makes our heads ache, and is very offensive and
unwholesome) ; notwithstanding which, in four or five hours
after the fire is out, the inside of the walls of our house and
bed places will be two or three inches thick with ice, which
is every morning cut away with a hatchet. Three or four
times a day we make iron shot of twenty-four pounds weight
red hot, and hang them up in the windows of our apart-
ments. I have a good fire in my room the major part of the
twenty-four hours, yet all this will not preserve my beer,
wine, ink, etc. from freezing.

““ For our winter dress, we make use of three pair of socks
of coarse blanketting or Duffield for the feet, with a pair of
deer-skin shoes over them ; two pair of thick English stock-
ings, and a pair of cloth stockings upon them; breeches
lined with flannel; two or three English jackets, and a fur
or leather gown over them ; a large beaver cap, double, to
come over the face and shoulders, and a cloth of blanketting
under the chin ; with yarn gloves, and a large pair of beaver
mittens hanging down from the shoulders before, to put our
hands in, which reach up as high as our elbows: yet, not-
withstanding this warm clothing, almost every day some of
the men that stir abroad, if any wind blows to the northward,
are dreadfully froze ; some have their arms, hands, and faces,
blistered and froze in a terrible manner, the skin coming off
soon after they enter a warm house, and some have lost their
toes. Now their lying in for the cure of these frozen parts
brings on the scurvy in a lamentable manner. Many have






























TO HUDSON BAY. 141

winter I have carefully observed it at the same place, and
find it no more than 17°, so that it has differed about one
degree in four years; for in 1738, I observed it here, and
found its declination 18° westerly. I have carefully ob-
served, and made proper allowance for the sun’s declination
and refraction, and find the latitude here to be 58° 56’ north ;
but in most parts of the world, where the latitudes are fixed
by seamen, they are for the most part falsely laid down, for
want of having regard to the variation of the sun’s declina-
tion, which computed at a distant meridian, when the sun is
near the equator, may make a great error in the sun’s rising
and setting, azimuths, etc.

¢ These things I thought proper to take notice of, as they
may be of service to navigators, and the curious in natural
inquiries.”

CHR1STOPHER MIDDLETON.

FINIS.
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Piscotagemies, a tribe of Indians fre-
quenting the Moose River, 41

Pisquamisquow, River, 55

Plain and Grass Islands (now called
Green Islands), 14

Point Look Out, its latitude, 52; ice
and tides near make sailing very
hazardous, 52

Portland, Point of, 80 ; natural pro-
ductions southward of, 81

Port Nelson River, 44

Prince Henry’s Foreland, 16

Prince of Wales’s Fort, observations
on the effects of the cold at, by Cap-
tain C. Middleton, Appendix, 128

Purchas, a quotation from “his Pil-
grimes” descriptive of the ice in the
Arctic regions, 20

Q.

Qua-qua-cheek-a-wan, the name given
by the Indians to the Gulf of Ha-
zard, 85

Qua-qua-chick-iwan, 66

R.

Repulse Bay, 71

Resolution, Cape, 11
——————TIslands, 13

Richmond Channel, 86

its fine anchor-

age, 80
———— Fort, 84, 88
— the tides at, 83
——— — erected to accommo-
date the wandering tribes of North-
ern Indians, 78
Rockall, a small rock in the Atlan-
tie, 7
Rockele, pyramid of, 7
Roe’s, Sir Thomas, Welcome, 25

S.

Saddle Back, island of, recommended
as a good harbour, 14

Saguina and Tadussock, lakes of, 55;
the country near famous for hunt-
ing, 55-56

Savage Islands, Lower and Middle, 14

Point, 18

called by some God’s

Mercys, 16

Seahorse Point, narrow escape from
shipwreck of Sir George Back off
this coast in 1837, 70

147

Seal River, from whence the Northern *
Indians come down to trade at
Churechill River, 31-32

Severn River, 46

Shark Point, 70

Skerry, Island of, 7

Smith, Cape, 80-81

's Sound, barrenness-: of the
coast to Cape Diggs, 85

———————— the nature of the

tides at, 83

Southampton, Cape, 31

Stroom, the, 10

Stack, the island of, remarkable for
its vast quantities of eggs, 7

St. Kilda, the islands of, 7

Superior, Lake, 51

T.

Tabitabies, a tribe of Indians fre-
quenting the Moose River, 41

Theketowesakee Masshishcock, a-
bounds in geese, 55

Tides, their characteristics and influ-
ences, 22-24 ; the times and heights
of at Resolution Island, 24

Twins, two islands near Agomisco,
60; well wooded and abounding in
deer, 60

w.

‘Wager, Sir Charles, letters from Cap-
tain C. Middleton to, relative to his
voyage of discovery in 1742, 117-21

Strait, or River, its resem-
blance to a sea, 30-31

Walker, Cape, the desolate coast
south-west of, referred to by Lieut.
Sherard Osborn, 81

‘Warwick, Cape (now called Hatton’s
Headland), 11-17

‘Whale Cove, remarkable for the num-
ber of whales and seals in its vici-
nity, 29, 31

‘White Straits, 15-16

‘Winnipeg, Lake, called by the Indians
Winipeggon-e-sepe, or the Great
Sea, 36; its natural productions,
39-40

‘Winipeggon-e-sepe, now called Lake
‘Winnipegg, 36

‘Wrath, Cape, 7

Y.

York Fort, the principal trading place
of the country, 39
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