Monthly Report, October 2025

Programs

Wiki Education staff Brianda Felix, LiAnna Davis, lan Ramjohn, Will Kent, and Sage Ross at
WikiConference North America 2025.

Five staff members and two board members attended WikiConference North America, the annual
conference for Wikimedians in our region, this month in New York City. While the first day of
sessions had to be postponed due to a security incident, the conference resumed normally for
the second and third day. Wiki Education's Sage Ross and LiAnna Davis led a session on the
Visualizing Impact tool, and Will Kent was joined by New York Public Library's Emma Clarkson
and Samie Konet for a session about Wikidata. Sessions originally scheduled for the first day led
by lan Ramjohn, Brianda Felix with some Student Program instructors, and another one led by
Will with Kelly Doyle, will instead be presented virtually in November. The conference was a
great opportunity to connect with program participants, Wikipedia editors, program leaders, and
others in our broader Wiki community to share learnings and foster collaboration.

While in New York, LiAnna also led a teaching with Wikipedia workshop at the CUNY Graduate
Center for New York-area instructors. Wiki Education board member Richard Knipel, the
Wikimedian in Residence for CUNY, also shared his work, as did a handful of existing Student
Program instructors.



Wikipedia Student Program

Fall 2025 in numbers:
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e Students added 979.000 million for the fall term.
words and 9,440 references
to Wikipedia. They
contributed to 2,660 articles and created 87 new entries.

By October, most of our students have chosen which article they'll work on for their Wikipedia
assignment. Many have begun to compile their bibliographies, while others have begun to draft
their contributions. Even a few go-getters have begun to move their work into the live article
space! Only midway through the term, our students added almost 1 million words to Wikipedia.

In addition to our regular support and weekly office hours, we ran our final subject-specific virtual
session for the fall term. Senior Program Manager Helaine Blumenthal, along with Wikipedia
Expert Brianda Felix, guided faculty on how to assess student work and how to identify what their
students added to Wikipedia. Even though the end of the term seemed far off in the distance, it's
important that faculty know what to expect when it comes to grading and assessment.

October also marked the official launch of our recruitment cycle for the spring term. Helaine,
along with Andres Vera and Colleen McCoy, began to actively conduct outreach to both new and
returning faculty for the next term. Recruitment and onboarding is a complex process with many
moving parts, so it's never too early to begin!

Scholars & Scientists Program

Courses in progress:

e RAO Wiki Scientist Training-3 began on October 2 with 22 individuals participating.
This is our third Rare As One (RAQO) Wiki Scholars course. Similar to previous
courses, these experts will be improving articles about rare diseases, corresponding
organizations, and events to draw attention to these diseases. We are eager to see
the impact that they will all have on Wikipedia.

e 250 by 2026-5 is in progress through the end of November with 24 participants
enrolled in the Dashboard. This is our fifth section of the 250 by 2026 S&S course,
participants are either historians or are embedded in some way in GLAM institutions.
Edits on Wikipedia are about American history broadly. The course is in progress
through the end of November.

e 250 by 2026-6 began on October 1 with 39 participants accepted. This is our sixth
section of the 250 by 2026 S&S course, participants are either historians or are
embedded in some way in GLAM institutions. Edits on Wikipedia are about American
history broadly. The course is in progress through the end of November.

e 250 by 2026-7 began on October 2 with with 32 participants accepted. This is our
seventh section of the 250 by 2026 S&S course, participants are either historians or
are embedded in some way in GLAM institutions. Edits on Wikipedia are about
American history broadly. The course is in progress through the end of November.


https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/campaigns/fall_2025/programs
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/RAO_Wiki_Scientist_Training-3_(Fall_2025)/home
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/250_by_2026-5_(Fall_2025)/home
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/250_by_2026-6_(Fall_2025)
https://dashboard.wikiedu.org/courses/Wiki_Education/250_by_2026-7

Communications

Blog posts:

e “It's all about the process”: Scholars examine Wikipedia assignment student learning
outcomes (October 10, 2025)

Bringing student learning outcomes to Wikipedia (October 15, 2025)

Join us at WikiConference North America (October 16, 2025)

Partnering to Build a Better Wikipedia (October 24, 2025)

Supercharging Cultural Institution Collections with Wikidata (October 31, 2025)

October brought a wide range of stories and authorship to the Wiki Education blog, with posts
that highlighted Speaker Series panel discussions, Wiki Education partnerships, upcoming
conference engagement, and student learning outcomes!

To prepare for the Wikipedia Student Program’s upcoming 2026 spring recruitment season,
Communications and Outreach Manager Colleen McCoy worked with Senior Program Manager
Helaine Blumenthal in early October to establish the plan for their outreach messaging
segmentation (four groups) for returning instructors. To support instructor recruitment kickoff,
Colleen drafted tailored messaging throughout the month for both returning and potential first
time instructor lists, and supported Student Program Engagement Manager Andrés Vera with the
Teaching with Wikipedia webinars at the end of October. In advance of the upcoming conference
season, Colleen also designed new conference booth materials to support in-person
engagement and visibility for Wiki Education.

In anticipation of the launch of spring 2026 recruitment activities, Colleen continued to revise and
add to Wikipedia Student Program onboarding materials and curricular resources, as well as
draft related communications to enrolled instructors and edit and deploy two new Al-related
informational videos developed by Chief Technology Officer Sage Ross. To celebrate Wikidata’s
birthday month, Colleen collaborated with discussion moderator Will Kent, Scholars & Scientists
Program Manager, to host the October 23 Speaker Series webinar, Supercharging Cultural
Institution Collections with Wikidata.

Advancement

Please note that Director Kathleen Crowley began her maternity leave in October 2025. Within
her portfolio, the Guru Krupa Foundation's renewal of grant funding has been received for
ongoing Communicating Science support. The Horne Family Foundation confirmed that Wiki
Education can request to be considered for funding in February/March 2026 ahead of their next
April cycle.

Senior Institutional Giving Officer Lauren Batten participated in two in-person conferences during
October — the Masters of Scale Summit in San Francisco October 7-9 and EdTech Week in
Manhattan October 20-22. During the Masters of Scale Summit, Lauren made over 100 new
connections to potential partners and funder connectors, from public health to tech-related
networks. Lauren's attendance at EdTech Week allowed her to meet philanthropy leaders from
foundations such as the Gates Foundation, Renaissance Philanthropy, Siegel Endowment,
Emerson Collective, Walton Foundation, Lumina Foundation, and Schusterman Family
Philanthropies.

Further to onsite conversations at past Climate Week, Masters of Scale Summit, and EdTech
Week events, combined with her own prospective outreach efforts, Lauren had five meetings in


https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/10/10/its-all-about-the-process-scholars-examine-wikipedia-assignment-student-learning-outcomes/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/10/10/its-all-about-the-process-scholars-examine-wikipedia-assignment-student-learning-outcomes/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/10/15/bringing-student-learning-outcomes-to-wikipedia/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/10/16/join-us-at-wikiconference-north-america-2/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/10/24/partnering-to-build-a-better-wikipedia/
https://wikiedu.org/blog/2025/10/31/supercharging-cultural-institution-collections-with-wikidata/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZWKcwXNhPI/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=iZWKcwXNhPI/

October. These included the Media Democracy Fund, Tony Blair Institute for Global Change, Hug
Morenz Foundation for Media Literacy, Meta Al for Good, and Fast Forward. Lauren is
scheduling additional post-event meetings for both November and December.

During October, Lauren also submitted five grant applications to OpenAl, the Robert Wood
Johnson Foundation, the Council on Library and Information Resources (two applications
submitted for joint partnerships), and the Kauffman Foundation.

Technology

This month, Chief Technology Officer Sage Ross continued to focus on improving the
Dashboard's new Al detection system, the related user-facing messages and content, and
workflows for Wiki Education staff to manage Al alerts efficiently. Contractor Gabina Luz moved
to significant frontend work for the first time, updating the admin-facing pages that show
information about individual Alert records and building an initial version an an Al alerts admin
dashboard to track trends and aggregate data about the Al alerts generated for the Fall 2025
term.

This month also saw an influx of new contributors to the codebase, as applicants prepared for
the next round of Outreachy internships. The expected internship project for the Dashboard will
focus on upgrading to the latest version of the Ruby programming language, the Ruby-on-Rails
web framework, and other key dependencies.

Finance & Administration

The total expenditure for the month of October was $189K, ($11K) under the budget of $200K.
Fundraising was under ($7K) due to underspending ($5K) in travel, ($1K) in payroll and ($1K) in
other expenses. General & Administrative were over +$3K due to overspending +$3K in payroll
+$2K in professional services, +$1K in IT equipment while under ($3K) in travel. Programs were
under ($7K) due to overspending +$8K in travel, +$3K in software while underspending ($17K) in
professional services and ($1K) in internet hosting.
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The Year-to-date expenditures were $745K, ($31K) under the budget of $776K. Fundraising was
under by ($10K), underspending ($7K) on travel, ($1K) in professional services, (1K) in
communications and ($1K) payroll and rounding. General & Administrative were over +$28K due
to overspending +$24K on meetings (of which $10K were slated in June 2025), +$9K in
professional services, +$2K in IT furniture, +$1K in occupancy costs and +$1K in indirect
expenditures while underspending ($4K) in taxes, ($3K) in travel and ($2K) in payroll. Programs
were under ($49K) comprised of underspending ($37K) in professional services, ($4K) in payroll,
($7K) in software accrual, ($3K) in marketing and ($1K) in indirect expenditures, while over +$2K
in travel.
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