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INTRODUCTION.

T he Venereal Difeafe has

already been fo often dif-

cuffed, by men of the greateft cha-

ra<Eler and learning in the Medical
/

Profellion, that it may appear pre-

fumptuous in a Young Praditioner

to venture oh this as the fubjedt

of his firfl: eflay. Let me entreat,

however, the candid Reader to

obferve, that through the whole

of this little Work, I have, with-

out prejudice, endeavoured to de-

clare
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dare fads ; and fuch as, I flatter

myfelf, are ufeful
; and have never

ventured to cenfure the pradice of

othersj however different from

mine, unkfs I have , found it

repugnant to truth, and my own

experience.

The refult of my pradice is

contained in the following pages.

If any thing ufeful to fociety is

pointed out in them, I have at-

tained my wifh, and fhall be fin-

cerely happy.

CON-
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T R E A T I S E

ON THE

VENEREAL DISEASE.

CHAP. 1.

Firji appearance of the Venereal Difeafe

in Fitrope,'^Different forms and ap~

pearances of the difeafe.

TT TE have no certain account of the

appearance of the venereal dif-

eafe in Europe, till the year 1494, when

Peter Margarit, a Spanifli nobleman,

B brought
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brought it along with him from the

illand of Hifpaniola, where he had con-

tracted it, when accompanying the fa-

mous Columbus, in his fecond voyage

to America

In the year following, we hear of

two hundred foldiers being landed at

Cadiz, who had been in the Weft In-

dies, and were all infeCted with the ve-

nereal diforder ; and now we cannot be

amazed that the difeafe foon fpread.

—

And in the .fie'ge of Naples (in the fame

year) it began to rage both in the French

* There have not been wanting attempts to

prove, that the lues venerea is of a murh more

ancient date in Europe. But this opinion has

never been fatisfaStorily fupported. See Phil.

Tranf. N° 357, and 365.

I and
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and Neapolitan armies ; the latter call-

ing it the French, and the former, the

Neapolitan difeafe

t

After the return of the French army,

the commerce which their country car-

ried on with other nations, quickly dif-

fufed the difeafe over all Europe. And in

1496, a treatife was written on this fub-

je6l, by Jofephus Grandbeckius, entitled,

“ De Pejiilentia Schorrha, Ji*ue De Malo,

De FrantzosP—This has been fol-

lowed by fuch a multitude on the fame

fubjeft, that the bare names of the

authors would take up more room than

our plan can admit.

X Vide Aftruc on the Venereal Difeafe, book

c. n.

B 2 At
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At the time of its firft appearance,

this difeafe raged with great violence;

and has continued gradually declining

in the virulence of the fymptoms, till

the prefeht ‘time *

:

indeed the abate-
*
»r

ment of thefe fymptoms feem's very great,

within the ’
laft century ; which may

eafily be learnt, from comparing the

works of medical writers of that day,

with thofe of our own time J ;
— but,

perhaps, the cruel ravages made by

this diforder, might be greatly owing

to the unfkilfulnefs of the practitioners,

<—to whom it was altogether new ;

—

and now, phyficians and furgeons be-

coming better acquainted with the

* Aftmc on the Venereal Difeafe, book i. c. ii.

X Turner’s Syphilis. Wifeman’s Surgery.

“ treatment

i
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treatment of it, their praftice is more

fuccefsful, and its appearances milder.

It is named venereal, from its being

moft frequently communicated in the

.celebration of Venus’s rites;—but the

infe6lion may be communicated by

other means. — From parents it may

- be given to their children ; from an in-

fedled child to a clean nurfe ; and vice

verfa ; from venereal matter lying long

on any fpongy part of the body, or in-

finuating itfelf into a cut, fcratch, or

fore, as fometimes happens to midwives,

furgeons, and nurfes —This diforder

appears

* Allow me here to advife every furgeon and

midwife, to be careful how they attempt the delivery

of any perfon in the Icaft fufpeded of being in-

B 2
felled
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appears in various forms ;—at the par-

ticular part, where the infe6lion is firft

received, its effe6l generally firft {hows

itfelf. Its different degrees have ac-

quired different appellations,

A difcharge of matter from the parts

of generation of either fex, is called Go-

norrhoea;—a fwelling and affeftion of

the lymphatic glands in the inguina, or

under the axilla, is termed Bubo ;—

a

corroding ulcer about the private parts.

Chancre;—and when the virus, abforb-

ed into the mafs of blood, occafions ulcers

of the throat, pains of the bones, and

eruptions on the ikin, it is named Lues

fe£led with this diforder, while they have the

fmalleft fcratch on their arms or hands: a friend

of mine lately fuffered through negledf of this

particular,

Venerea,
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Venerea, or confirmed Pox. The dif-

ferent fymptoms of this lafi: have been

varioufly diftinguifhed, according to the

appearances they affume, or the place

they attack—nodi,—tophi,—gummi,

—

venereal ophthalmia,—&c.

Authors have been divided in their

opinion, whether gonorrhoea, and fyphilis

are the fame difeafe, in different ftages,

or entirely different diforders ; and much

has been written on both fides.— I cannot

here enter into the controverfy :— all the

arguments are, or eafily may be known,

I fhall content myfelf with declaring,

that in my opinion they are the fame

difeafe, in different flages j and fhall

here aflign no reafon for thinking fo,

as I believe the reader will find, that I

B 4 had
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had rational ground for determining in

this manner, when he perufes the fol-

lowing pages *. We fhall now proceed

to the defcription of the firft ftage.

Gonorrhoea.

* Several experiments I have lately made (and

which I intend foon to make public) ferve like-

wife to convince me of my opinion being perfedlly

well founded,

>

G H A P.



VENEREAL pis E A S E. ^

C H A P.’ II.
' ^ ' *

Of G o N O R RH CE A ; its appearance on its

firjl attack y its •variousfymptoms \
pro-

grefsy and terniination*

Onorrhcea—the moft frequent form

in which the venereal difeafe

makes its firft appearance—is a difcharge

of matter from the urethra in men, and

the vagina in women,

According 4:o"its djflhrent fymptoms,

authors have divided it into different

fpecies A fmall difcharge of a thin

••

* Van Swieten Comment, vol. v. fe<3:. 1448.

Fordyce’s Review of the Venereal Difeafe, p. 24,

he.

confluence,
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confiftence, with fometimcs a drop of

the fame matter lodged at the point of

the urethra, attended with fcalding in

making water, makes the firft fpecies.

—

When, foon after connedion with an
/

infeded perfon, there is an inflamma-

tion of the glans, matter oozing from

it, or from behind it, or from the infide

of the prepuce, attended with heat,

when touched by the urine, without

ulceration of or difeharge from the ure-

thra itfelf— they name this their fc-

cond fpecies.

The third is, when, upon prefllng

the glans, a fmall quantity of matter is

fqueezed out, apparently coming* from

the body of the glans, or not faith^r

than an inch from the urethra.

The
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The fourth, confifts In a plentiful

difcharge of matter flowing into the

whole cavity of the urethra; with the

fymptoms before defcribed attending.

In this fpecies, Cowper’s glands are fup-

pofed to be affedled.
V.

When the matter comes from the

neck of the bladder, it is the fifth fpe-

cies. And when thefe lafl are joined

to incontinency of urine, and incapacity

of retaining the femen, the fixth and

laft fpecies appears;—and here the ve-

ficulas feminales are affe6led.

Thefe are rather different ftages than

different fpecies of gonorrhoea | all of

them requiring nearly the fame method

of cui'e, except the two laft, which I

would
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would rank with lues, or confirmed

pox 5 and all the others being fome-

times ’produced by the neglefl of the

firft fpecies, or the firfl; appearance of

the difeafe.

In moft cafes which have fallen under

my notice, the feat of the diforder wa«

in the urethra', about an inch, or an

inch and a "half, from the extremity of

the penis j although I have often feen it

farther up, and in fome cafes where it had

continued four or five months, it feemed

to have reached the proflrate gland,
j

The fymptoms in gonorrhoea, feldom

•appear fooner than three days after in-

fection, or Uter than twelve;

. . 9
At



VENEREAL DISEASE I3

At firft the patient feels an Uching,

pleafing, rather than difagreeable, at

the point of the penis, with a flight

fenfation of heat, along the courfe of

the urethra, in making water j and a

very ftrong defire of coition, which he

will then perform with unufual vigour*

and pleafure.

The heat of. urine foon encreafes ;—

a

difcharge of matter from the urethra,

at firft thin, clear, and watery, but

quickly afliiming a green yellowifti ap-

pearance, is perceived violent pain is

felt in making water, in men, about

the attachment of the frasnum ; in wo-

men, about the fofta navicularis j—the

penis is involuntarily ere6led ;—the cor-

pora cavernofa penis being inflamed.

2 cannot
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cannot freely admit the influx of the

blood ; hence pain enfues ; and, as

the penis' is generally bent fomewhat

downwards, this fymptom has been

called Chordee. Pain and fwellings in

both groins generally appear, and gain

ground with the difeafe, and alfo decline

and vanifh with it.

If the diforder is violent, a fwelling

of the perinaeum, and fometimes alfo

of the whole' penis, often accompany

it. The prepuce inflames, fwells, and

contra6ls, in fuch a manner, that it

cannot be drawn backj and thus the

glans remains covered, which occafions

great pain ; and fometimes by confining

portions of the venereal matter, en-
%

dangers the formation of chancres un-

der



VENEREAL DISEASE. I5

<ler it. This fymptom is named Phy-

mofis.—Again, when the. prepuce fwells

and inflames behind the glans, fo as to

leave the glans bare; and remains in

that fltuation, without a pra6licability

of being drawn forward j—this is called

Paraphymolis.

The continuance of the different

fymptoms differs in duration ;—in fome

cafes the heat of urine and chordee

quickly difappear ; in others, they con-

tinue for fome confiderable time ; in

this varying greatly, according to the

ffate of the patient’s health and temr

perament.

The heat and pain in making water,

generally go off before the chordee;—

and
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and this laft^mentioned fymptomj be-»

fore the running, which now encreafes

in quantity, and, changing the greenifli

yellow appearance, becomes ^more of a

cream-colour, thicker, and ropy,' efpe-*

Hally in tHe morning'* then' leflenihg

in quantity, it grows whitej vifcid, like

to the white of an egg ; and jfhortly after

intirely ceafes.—Sometimes,.however, it

retains the greenifh yellow colour a con-

fiderable time, and continues the dif-

charge in much the fame quantity. ‘

.

This> is the general progrefs of the

difeafe, when proper care has been

taken ; but it is often rendered worfc,

by neglect or improper management

:

— the favourable fymptoms ai*e pre-

vented ; and after fome time, the pa-

tient
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VENEREAL DISEASE. I7

tient finds liimfelf worfe than at the

beginning.

; Such bad effeds as thefe are frequent-

ly produced by the running being too

foon flopti and often, ‘when the cure

is believed to have been fpeedily and

compleatly perfected, fwelling and in-

flammation of- the tefticles, of the ton-
I

fils, of the inguinal glands. See. unde-

ceive the patient, and convince him,

that inftead of a cure, a confirmed pox

has been induced. '
,

. Many refpedlable authors have ad-

vanced, that the running, in gonorrhoea,

is produced from ulceration in the cells of

the urethra, &c. occafioned by the vene-

'r>-o‘A- - C real
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real virus * while others maintain, that

although by a long continuance of the

difeafe, ulcers may be formed in the

parts before mentioned; yet, that in

limple gonorrhoea, the running proceeds

merely from an increafed fecretion in the

mucous glands of the urethra, in con-

fequence of the irritation of the vene-

real virus ; and this latter opinion feems

now generally to prevail ; and kas been

confirmed, from difledtions of perfons

who have died with a gonorrhoea of fliort

continuance on them*;—from no ul-

cers being obferved in the vagina of wo-

men, when labouring under this diforder;

* Aftruc on the Venereal Difeafe, b. ill, c. i. p/

249. Van Swiet> in Boerhaave, voK v.
'

f~fronj
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<—from the difcharge of matter, fimilar

to that from the urethra, without any

ulcer, from the neck of the glans, be-

low the prepuce j—and from the en-

creafed fecretion from the nofe, in ca-

tarrh > where there is no ulcer.

The appearances of the matter dif-

charged, are the fame in women as in

men ;—in them, the cellular membrane,

and glands of the vagina, with the glan-

dulse myrtiformes, are the feat of the dif-

order,—When the inflammatory fymp-

toms are fevere, the cure is fometimes

more difficult in women than in men

the various peculiarities of their fex

often baffling the beft method of treat-

ment for a very confiderable time.

C 2 It

w«
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It is the opinion of many of the pro-

feflion, that gonorrhoea never terminates

in a confirmed pox :—but from different

cafes which I have met with, I muft fay,

that a gonorrhoea, when ill managed,

or when the running has been too foon

ftopt, will not only change into a lues 5

but even fometimes, when the running

has difappeared gradually, and the dif-

cafe has feemed to have been properly

treated.

When great inflammation, ftrangury,

and little running, occur, the greateft-

care is required; and if in fuch cafes

the running has been fupprefled, and

cannot again- be brought on, a pox will

undoubtedly be the confequence.'

CHAP.
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CHAP. III.

Of the different methods ufed in the cure of

GONORRHCEA.

•pRACTITIONERS feem to agree,

that the firft thing to be attempted,

in the cure of Gonorrhoea, is,—the re-

moval of the inflammatory fymptoms.

The duration of the inflammatory

ftage, will much depend on the method

of treatment ufed; i

The inflammatory fymptoms arc re-

lieved—by venaefe6tion
;
(although fome

C 3 deny
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deny the good effects of this remedy *, I

have had repeated experience of its ef-

ficacy, in many cafes, where the inflam-

mation was great) }—by dofes of cooling

phyfic ; — by drinking moderately of

foftening cooling liquors ; as milk and

water, linfeed-tea, water-gruel, or whey j

and I would always advife the addition

of gum arabic, in proper quantities j

—

- but above all, by a low cooling regi-

men and repofe.

Nitre, and other diuretics, are often

prefcribed ; but fometimes they occa-

fion a great deal ,pf pain to the patient,

by their a£lion ; and their good elfe(fls

may be produced, by the ufe of the

* Dcafe on the Venereal Difcafe, p. 33.

9 mild
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mild diluent liquors juft now men-

tioned.

Inflammation and fwelling of the

tefticles, may in general be prevented

by wearing a trufs 3 which may be ufed,

with great propriety, for fome time

after the diforder is cured.

Where the inflammation is violent,

fomentations and poultices muft be ap-

plied 3 and wafhing and foaking the

penis in milk and water, moderately

warm, is always proper. This ferves

as a fomentation to the parts, and keeps

them clean 3 than which nothing can

be more conducive to the cure *.

* Th*e particular applications in phymofis, &c.

will be mentioned in another chapter.

c 4 Opiates
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- Opiates have been prefcribed in this

ftate of the difeafe ; but in all the cafes

where I have ufed them, after a tempo-

rary alleviation, the fymptoms generally

recurred with greater violence.— The

inflammation being removed, to flop

the running, and remove all venereal

infection, become the chief objefls of

our attention. And I fhall only men-

tion the methods at prefent pra6lifed

for effe6ting this, omitting thofe of

former date, and referring the reader to

fuch authors as have written on them *.

Of late, many have oppofed the ufc

of mercury in any form, towards the

cure of gonorrhoea. At the beginning

of the difeafe they ufe mild opening

• Vide Wifem^n’s Surgery. Turner’s Syphilis.

medicines.
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medicines, diluting drinks, and a low

cooling diet ;—afterwards, when the in-

flammation has gone off, prefcribing

balfamics and aftringents : — and cer-

tainly many cures have in this way

been performed.
'

The greater part of pra6titioners, be-

lieving the medicines, now mentioned,

inadequate to corre6l or difcharge the

venereal virus, add to the former me-

thod, fmall dofes of the mild prepara-

tions of mercury ;—and, after the ufe

of thefe has been fome time continued,

compleat the cure with balfamics and*

tonics.

Another fet of pradlitioners, allowing

their patients a more generous diet,

than
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than either of the former (if the in-

flammation be npt . extremely violent)

recommend reflj and truft the cure
\

•

chiefly to this, and to injections.

As to the firfl: opinion compleating

the cure without the ufe of mercury ;

—

although I have had experience of the

truth of it, yet. I mufl; own myfelf un-

willing to trufl: to it in general practice.

The fecond method I have generally

feen mofl: fuccefsful ; and the bafis of

my own practice is built on it, varying

as different cafes may make neceflary.

And now as to the laft, or the cure

by injections.— Although poflefled of

the greateft refpeCt for gentlemen who

luve
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have fo much praifed the virtues of in-

jeffions, I muft candidly acknowledge,

that, upon repeated trials, I was never

fenfible of having reaped any benefit

from them, efpecially in the inflamma-

tory flage of gonorrhoea; nay, in fome

cafes, I had very great reafon to repent

of my pradlice ;—for, although I had

every reafon to believe, that the patients

adhered ftridUy to my direftions, and

were not expofed to a frefh infec-

tion, yet, fome time after the run-

ning had been flopped, and the other

Symptoms had difappeared, a lues

was the confequence From thefe

fa6ls.

* One of thefe, a friend of mine, lodged under

the fame roof with me ; and I can fafely aver,

that he followed my advice with the ftri£left at-»

tention in every particular; and (if one perfon

may
I
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fa6ls, I cannot bring myfelf to approve

of committing the cure to inje6lions

;

nor do I wifh to encourage their ufej

nay, think it pernicious, in the begin-

ning or inflammatory ftage of the dif-

order.—Affringent inje6lions are com-

pofed of blue and white vitriol, cerufs,

faccharum faturni, different boles, alum,

&c. fufpended or diflblved in watery or

oily liquors.— Digeftive inje^fions, of

either balfam. capaiv, or fome other na-

tural balfam, in the yolk of an egg ; to

which mel rofarum, oil, and water, are

added 3— calomel and mercur. praecip.

may ever venture to vouch for another in this

circumftance) I think I can with truth affirm, that

he was not expofed to any new infedlion.—The
injeftion ufed in both cafes, was compofed of

calomel pp. facchar. faturn. gum arabic, and water.

alb.
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alb.' have likewife'^beeii added. Injec-

tions of this laft kind, on firft uling

them, occafion confiderable difcharge of

thin, matter from the urethra; after-

wards, the matter becomes thick and

ropy; in a few days they ehtirely re-

move the running, and the pain and

heat of urine-alfo quickly difappear

^

but on omitting them even for a day or .

two, the running returns.—After the

running becomes ropy, fome aftringent

inje6lion is commonly ufed for a few

weeks.

r

I

From what has been already faid, it

will be perhaps eafy for the reader to

imagine the method of cure .which I

wifh to follow, and which experience has

liitherto pointed out to me as the beft.

Although
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Although I have 'formerly faid, that

the cure of gonorrhoea may be perform-^

ed by means of a cooling regimen, with-

out the ufe of mercury, yet’ I-then men-

tioned my unwillingnefs to tiruft
'
too'

muchfo this method :^and, in general,

after tlie inflammatory lymptoms have ’

abated, by the ufe of the- cooling medi-

cines, diluent drinks, low diet, and eva-
r

cuations, already recommended-w-I order*

the patient a grain of calomel, made

into a pill, with conferve of rofes, to

be taken at bed - time } which is re-

peated every fecond or third day ; —

•

or, a drachm of the unguentum mercu-

riale, to be rubbed on the infide of the

thighs at bed-time:—taking care to keep

the belly gently open, and continuing

the ufe of the mercurials as long as may

be
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be judged proper j but never fo long

as to afFedl the mouth. The parts are

to be wafhed with warm milk and

water feveral times a day, and to be

kept clean. — Care muft be taken to

avoid expofure to cold ;
— and the ufe

.of the diet and drinks already recom-'

mended, is to be perfevered in, through-

out the courfe of the difeafe.

When the running begins to become

ropy,' and’ the other fymptoms have

abated, the ufe of fome mild, ftrengthen-

ing, aftringent medicine will greatly

aflift, and forward the cure.

V

CHAP.
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C H A P. IV.

•i
;

f -

r Of a GLEET. ;

4 '

r •

TT THEN, after the virulent fymp-

^ ^ toms, of:; gonorrhoea have difap-*

peared, a running of matter, of a clear

ropy, or limpid watery colour, continues

for a confiderable length of time, it has

been named a Gleet,

r • • • •
-

• f. r' - = -
; - ;

' ' 1*^ <*

^
W ' y - . . , . -

.

But difcharges of matter fi-om • the

urethra, extremely different in their na-

ture and caufe, and confequently in the

method of cure, have likewife, very

improperly, acquired this appellation.
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It Would be needlefs, herci to enu-

merate fuch j
— fufEce it to fay, —

-

that they generally proceed, from irri-

tation of particular parts of the urethra,

by excrefcences, ulceration, &c. and

cannot be cured, till thefe exciting

caufes be removed; belides, as I con-

lider them as belonging to lues venerea,

this would be an improper place to

treat of them.

The fpecies of gleet confequent to

gonorrhoea, proceeds from debility,

which is either of the fyftem in ge-

neral, or local, of the mucous glands ,

of the urethra, veficulse feminales, &c.

or both.—-In all of thefe, the cure is to

be effected by tonic medicines ;—a gene-

D rous
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rolls diet— taking care, however, to

avoid every excefs in eating or drink-

ing ;—by the ufe of the cold bath ;

—

and by the ufe of fome gently-aftringent

injeflion, which now will be of great

fervice.—Exercife may be taken mode-

rately, often with advantage; avoiding

carefully every violent exertion ; for-

. bearing venery, and Ihunning, as much

as polTible, every idea, that may raife

and Simulate the defire of fuch en- •

joyments ; as both tend to relax and
^

weaken the parts, already in a ftate of

too great debility. In weak habits,
|

1

I have found great benefit from the ufe

of opium.—Thefe remedies, w'hen con-

tinued for a proper length of time,

, lAull commonly be found fufhcient to !

»

remove j

»

I

i
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iremove a gleet, properly fo called. The

other fpecies will be treated of in their

proper place.

D 2 CHAP.
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CHAP. V.

SWELLED TESTICLE, or HERNIA

HUMORALIS.

^ I
' HIS very difagreeable circum-

fiance, frequently occurring in

gonorrhoea, may arife from irregulari-
«

ty, or negledl in the patient; or from
j

improper management in the furgeon. 1

I

The former may have ufed violent ex-
|

crcife, expofed himfelf to cold, &c. ; or
j

/

;

the furgeon may have negle6led the ufe
|

of a fufpenfory bandage (which always ]

1

ought to be worn during the whole \

courfe of gonorrhcea) ; or may have flop-

ped
'

j

5
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ped the running by means of improper

applications. n

Inflammation of the tefticle may oc-

cur at any period of the difeafe.

On its firfl attack, the patient feels a

lancinating pain, from the bottom of

the fcrotum, along the courfe of the

Ipermatic cord ; with a fenfe of heat,

and heavinefs in one or both teflicles.—

-

Shortly after, the teftes become exceed-

ingly painful to the touch, and appear

red and enlarged. After this, every

fymptom is aggravated, and the patient's

condition ^becomes truly miferable. A
violent degree of fever takes place ; the

fwelling of the tefticle is greatly en-?

D 3 creafedj
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creafed; and the flighteft touch of it,

excites the moft excruciating pain.

In thefe circumftances, refolutipn of the

inflammation becomes the principal ob-

je£l ; and for this purpofe, bleeding is

attended with the beft effects ;—it is ge-

nerally very ftrongly indicated j—and it

has the advantage of evacuation by ftool,

as it both fooner tends to carry off the

inflammation, and no ways difturbs the

patient’s reft and poftufe, fo requiflte to

be maintained ^—and this lafl: ought al-

ways to be horizontal for which rea-

fon, alfo, emollient clyfters are'to be pre-

ferred to purgative medicines j they will
%

be fufficient to keep the belly open,*

and they may be ufeful as fomentations

1 to
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to the redlum, &c. — Venaefeftion’ is

to be repeated, as circumftances may

indicate.

As to topical applications, the tefticle

is to be fufpended by a bandage, which

prevents pain, incident (at that time

to the ipermatic cord) from the weight

of the teftis ; and warm fomentations

are to be applied every two or three

hours, and continued for fome time,

which in this inflammation are par-

ticularly beneficial.

The application of leeches, to the

part, is often ufeful, efpecially, when the

topical inflammation continues, after

the pulfe forbids general bleeding.

D 4 - When
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When the inflammation has in fome

degree abated, poultices will be fervicea-

ble; but till then, I never would advife the
1

ufe of them, as the pain, occafioned by

their weight, feems to me to overbalance

the advantages they give j efpecially as

the fame good effe£ls are obtained by

fomentations. -Poultices may be either

of bread and milk, or ciQUta, with or.

without facchar. faturn. When they ar^

applied, they mufl be kept on by means

of a bag trufs.
I

After copious bleeding, I have ufed

emetics, and always found them very

powerful in difcufling the inflammation.

The patient muft, through the cure,

be kept on a very low diet, and ufe the

cooling
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cooling diluent drinks already recom-?

mended. By thefe means, I have * been

fortunate enough to get the better

of every complaint of this kind, that

has come under my care.— The in-

flammation gradually decreafes ;
— the

tefticle grows fofter;—and we may at

length feel the epididymis feparate from

the body of the teftis. After this has

acquired its ufual feel, there is little

danger of the patient’s relapfe ; yet let

the fufpenfory be continued, as the ufe

pf it, for fome confiderable time, will

prove extremely beneficial, and wholly

prevent any recurrence of the complaint.

Cafes of fwelled tefticle will fomc-

times occur, where the teftes, without

* Chap. iii.

much

I
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much pain, are -greatly enlarged and

hardened, and put on the appearance of

fchirrus. Here a mercurial courfe is

often fuccefsful, compleatly removing

the complaint. Such fwellings, after

they begin to lelTen, quickly difappear,

leaving, however, fometimes, an indura-

tion of the epididymis, which often con-

tinues a confiderable time. A cafe of

this kind I had under my hands about

three months ago.

CHAP,
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G H A P. VI.

Of the fecond fiage 'of the Venereal

eafe y
—lues venerea, confirm-

ed POX.—Its different appearances y—^

and method of cure.

Y 1HE venereal virus, abforbed by th'fe

lymphatics, into the mafs of blood,

jfalling upon different parts of the body,

is called a Lues, or Pox.

Its evils are various, as are the parts

it attacks :—appearing on the penis, it

occafions fmall eroding ulcers, called

Chancres ^—in the axillary, or inguinal

glands. Bubo y—in the throat. Ulcers;

—

I
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in the bones, excruciating pains, efpe-

cially when warm in bed. Scurfs are

formed on many parts of the body ;—

.

excrefcences about the anus, termed

Mori Feci ;
— eruptions on the fkin,

blotches, and excrefcences *, efpecially

on the forehead and bread:, and on

other bones w^hich are lead: covered

;

as thofe of the fkull, tibia, &c.— ca-

ries of the fkull, bones of the nofe,

and palate.—And, when the difeafe has

been of long continuance, all the bones

have become carious j and the whole body

being covered with ulcers, the patient,

a moft miferahle and loathfome obje6l,

has died, didireded beyond the power of

relief.

* Nodi, Tophi.

Having
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Having thus given a defcription of

the difeafe, I fhall firft confider the

general method of treatment, for re-

moving the venereal taint or infedlion

from the fyftem j
— and afterwards take

notice of particular fymptoms, requir-

ing peculiarities from the general me-

thod of cure.

When, by the appearance of any

one or more of the fymptoms already

mentioned, the patient is found to

labour under the lues, or confirmed

ftate of the venereal difeafe, prafti-

tioners feem to have agreed, that mer-

cury, in proper quantities, is the only

medicine we can truft to for its com-

pleat removal and radical cure.—But,

although they agree in the medicine,

' they



they differ as to the intentions in which
•I

they ufe it. Some introducing mer-
-I

Gury into the fyflem, and continuing its I

ufe, until the falivary glands, becom-
|

ing affedted, the medicine is allowed
|

to run off with the encreafed dif- 3

charge of faliva. — Others, exhibiting -j

mercurials in fmall dofes, for a greater
|

Jength of time, allow it to be carried •

off equally by all the fecretions, en-

creafed by its adlion, avoiding a par-
;

ticular determination to the falivary

glands. ' This laft, which is named the ;

alterative method of cure, I have al-

ways found preferable to the former ; I

and therefore endeavour to complcat 3

the cure in every cafe, without fali* |

vation.



VENEREAL DISEASE. 47

But, in the exhibition of mercury,

with this laft intention, the greateft

caution muft be obfei*ved ; the mode

of conveying it into the fyftem } the

quantity requifite for effe6ling a cure;

and the fpace of time neceflary for

continuing the ufe of it, varying in

almoft every fecond cafe that occurs.

—

And this fliews the impoffibility of

laying down any general rule on the

fubjedt. It may, however, be proper

to offer fome few general remarks on

the ufe of mercury, as far as is con-

fiftent with what has juft now beeij^

mentioned.
I

And firft,—the greateft attention is

to be paid to the patient’s conftitu-

tion:—without this, inftead of reliev-

3 ing
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ing his complaints, we may aggra-f

vate them. It is almoft incredible to

think, how carelefs in this particular

fome practitioners are ; for no fooner do

they find a venereal complaint prefent,

than they prefcribe mercury, be the con-

flitution of the patient what it may.—Of

this a very pregnant proof lately fell

within my knowledge, in the cafe of a

young gentleman of a fcrophulous habit,

and fubjeCt to pulmonary complaints

;

who was ordered, by his furgeon, to

rub two drachms of mercurial oint-

ment on his legs and thighs every

night } but this, inftead "of removing

the complaint, began to be productive

of very great mifchief, encreafing the

pulmonary complaints, and inducing

fome degree of haemoptyfis.—The con-

tinuance
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tinuance of the venereal complaint,

was attributed to the too fparing ufe

of the medicine. Great exa6lnefs was
/

therefore hrongly recommended in rub-

bing the quantity prefcribed ;—but no

notice was taken of the other fymp-

toms. However, as the young gen-

tleman paid more attention to the

particular circuniftances of his cafe,

than his furgeon had done, he grew

weary of this method of treatment

;

and, applying to a phyfician, was, by

his advice, fent to the country,—allowed

a nourilhing diet :—and when, by thefe

means, he had got the better of the

other fymptoms, the venereal com-

plaint was removed by the ufe of gentle

alteratives.

E In
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In all fcrophulous habits, every fymp^

tom of the venereal difeafe is parti-

cularly dangerous ; and mercury, if

given in large dofes, will, in general,

be detrimental. In fuch perfons, when

mercury in large dofes has been ufed,

venereal fores, inftead of being healed,

or the difcharge from them mended,

put on a very unfavourable appearance

;

•

and the patient feems inclined to

become hedtic. But upon mercu-

rials being 'laid afide,—the bark given

in proper dofes,—and a nourifhing diet

allowed, they generally heal up, and

the cure may be compleated by fmall

dofes of the fame medicine, which in

large quantity feemed to threaten fo

much mifchief.

AU
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All weak and delicate habits require

the greateft attention in their treat-

ment.—Even when the conftitution iS .

found, although lefs care feems ne-

ceflary, yet we can never fliew too

much. Here, previous to the ufe of

mercury, we may with great propriety

take away fome blood ; and this will

tend to obviate any bad effedt from

the velocity of the circulation beihg

afterwards encreafed by the ufe of the

mercurials.—The bowels ought like-

wife to be cleanfed by fome dofes of

cooling phylic.—And in every cafe^

where it can be done, the patient ought

to ufe the warm bath feveral times i

which,' by relaxing the furface, allows

the mercury to go off gently by per-

fpirationj and thus prevents determi-

£ 2 nation
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nation to the fallvary glands. And

with the fame intention,' during the

whole courfe (ai d it will be found

ufeful to continue it for fome time

after) the patient ought to wear a

flannel fliirt and drawers. Thefe cir-

cumftances being premifed, and the

patient having- reftridfed himfelf to a

light diet^' mercurials may now be ex-

hibited f and’ the ointment feems, at

prefent, the moft approved preparation.

Let a drachm of this be rubbed into

the infide of 'the thighs ; at firft, every

fecond night ; afterwards, every night,

at bed-time ;
^— and this may everi be

encreafed to a (Irachm and a half

;

which quantity I have always found

fufficient.— During the courfe of the

' To 4^ vi ' fridlions.
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frictions, we muft; always carefully

guard againft the flighted: appear-

ance of falivation ; and if any fuch

occur,
,
the rubbing is to be difcon-

tinued ; which, with keeping warm, and

the ufe of a gentle purgative, will, in

general, nemoye all^ tendency., to an

encreafed difcharge of faliva.
j.

,The diet, throughout the courfe,

fhould be light, and moderately
;
nou-

rifhing ; and may confifl: of milk, and

weak, broths,“The diluent drinks, al-

ready recommended in gonorrhoea, ought;

alfo to be ufed;»-^A' decoftion jof the

woods, taken twice a day, ih the quan-

tity of half a pint each time,. / often'

proves extremely beneficial.—The ufe

• of this decodlion may be continued
'

: ^j.-. J E 3 with

•

!
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with advantage for fome time after the

cure is accomplifhed.

Profufe fweats,—^debility,—diarrhoea,

«—fwelling of the fauces, with difficulty

of deglutition, fometimes occur during

the courfe. When the firft of thefe

happens, the ufe of mercurials muft be

difcontinued, and the patient’s ftrength

fupported by the cortex, and a more

liberal diet.

Although I would advife the patient

to he kept warm, and to fhun every

expofure to cold air, I can by no means

aflent to the extraordinary degree of

heat which fome recommend, having

generally found it prejudicial.

The
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The diarrhcEa may be removed by a

gentle purgative 5 by bathing the legs

and thighs in warm water, or foment-

ing them with flannel cloths wrung out

of warm water. An opiate, after the

operation of the purgative, is generally

of good effedl.

Swelling of the fauces, often attended

with great difficulty of deglutition, fome-

times continues very obflinate.—The

drawing the fleams of warm water into

the mouth and throat, afling as a fo-

mentation, will generally give relief.

And fomentations applied externally,

tend to relax, and reflore perfpiration.

If the inflammatory fymptoms be alarm-

ing, blood-letting (proportioned to the

patient’s flrength) will be found advan-

E 4 tageous



56 A TREATISE ON THE

tRgeous j and blifters may be applied to

the throat.—Again, fhould any tenderi^

cy to putrefa6lion happen, the cortex

is . to be exhibited. Mercurials mull

here likewife be laid afide, till every

fymptom of the inflammation has fub-

lided. This method of treatment, when
1

properly perfevered in, will, for the mofl

part, be fuccefsful, in removing thefe

accidental fymptoms.

The ufe of mercury can only be

judged' to have been long enough con-

tinued, when the fymptoms abate ;

having already obferved, that no pre-

cife quantity of the medicine, nor any

limited fpace of time can ‘ be fixed on,
4

as fufficient for the cure ; in fome cafes,

the patient may be as much recovered

in
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in five or fix weeks, as in others, in

twice that time. The healing up of

fores, affords a very excellent mark

of the medicine having taken proper
i

effedl. And when their cicatrices have

acquired the colour, and. approach in

foftnefs, the feel of the neighbouring

Ikin, we may then conclude, that the

medicine has been properly perfevered

in, and that its farther continuance

may be difpenfed with.

Relapfes, however, frequently occur-

ring, it may not be improper to take

notice of fome circumffances, which may

enable us to diftinguifh their appear-

ances, from thofe of recent infeaion.

In cafes of relapfe, buboes very fel-

dom

i
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dom appear/.—the parts moft common-

ly affe6led, are, the fauces, the fcrotum,

the anus, and the parts neareft to or

on the furface of the body.—The fores,

in fuch cafes, difcharge a thinner matter,

from the patient being debilitated by

the former courfe. And the ufe of

the bark thus becomes more neceflary,

than in cafes of recent infedion.

When the cure has been compleated,

the patient ought, for fome time after,

to continue the ufe of a light cooling

diet ;
and carefully to avoid every excefs.

- Having now given a general de-

fcription of the general method of

cure in the confirmed ftate of the

venereal difeafe, 1 lhall proceed to

c
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mention fuch particular fymptoms and

appearances, as require alljftance pecu-

liar tp themfelves.
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CHAP. VII

Of CHANCRES.

HANCRES are fmall eating ul-

cers, fituated on the private parts

;

and may be the only fymptom of lues

venerea, or may be accompanied by

others. Previous to the ulceration, a

flight degree of inflammation is per-

ceived, or fome red fpots, on portions

of the glans and prepuce ; and thefe

becoming more difcernible, at lafl: a

thin matter is difcharged.—By the num-

ber of red fpots, we may generally

foretel that of the ulcerations 3—they

feldom
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• feldom run together 5 each remain-

ing fingle.

Chancres have been thought fymp-

toms always belonging to lues vene-

rea.— That they generally are fo, is

undeniable ; but that, fometimes, they

may be only local, feems to be clear.

Chancre, induced by a portion > of the

venereal virus adhering to a particu-

lar part of the penis, in coition, ex-

citing inflammation and ulceration, may

furely, at firft, be confidered as local j

and, as fuch, may be cured without the

ufe of mercury. But although this is

the cafe, when the inflammation firfl:
I

appears,, yet, in the after ftate, we are

by no means to truft the cure to any

thing, but the preparations of mercury.'

Of
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• Of the poffibility of curing chancre

in this firft ftate without mercury, I

had an inftance a few months ago, in

the cafe of a gentleman who aj^plied

to me fliortly after connection with a

fufpeCted perfon.—On the right fide of

the prepuce, there was an appearance

exactly fimilar to that preceding chan-
!.

ere ; but no ulceration had taken

place. This I entirely cut out j and

' the part was healed by common dref-

fings.— And to this day no venereal

complaint has appeared ; nor has the

gentleman ever ufed a fingle grain of

mercurials.

When chancres occur in the Itatc

of ulceration, the general method of

cure, recommended in the preceding

chapter,
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chapter, is to be purfued i—it only re-

mains to mention the external appli-

cations proper to be applied.

And all that is neceffary to be obferv-

ed on this head, is, that the fores are

to be kept clean, by wafhing them

often with milk and water ; and ought

to be dreffed with digeftive, or cerate.

And this method, experience has fhewn

me, is infinitely better, than that of

applying mercurials to the part j as

they are lefs apt to encreafe inflamma-
I

' tion : and when they are ufed, the

alteration of the appearances in the

fores, demonftrates with more certainty

the effects of the mercury thrown into

the fyftem.

When
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When the lips or edges of chancres

rife, gentle prefTure will be found pre-

ferable to reprefs them, rather than

the application of cauftic to fuch de-

licate parts.

I

C PI A P.
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CHAP. VIIi:

Of PHYMOSIS

HEN the prepuce (in confe

^
quence of . inflammation) ad-

heres to the glans,
^
without a pofli-

bility of being drawn back, or the

glans denuded, Phymofis is faid to

take place.

? !
•

^
'And this is, with great propriety,

divided into two diftinft fpecies. The

firft, where inflammation alone ap-

pears ; and the fecond, where it is

attended with chancre.

F And
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And the following marks may be ad-

duced for diftin-guifliing the two fpecies

;

In the firfl:, or- that without ulcera-

tion, although the inflammation is fre-

quently more violent than in the other,

the prephce''is not fo inuch indurated,

and affords a f‘ed;difli or chryftalline ap-
* •

peafance 5 and We 'cah :jperceive'thc dif-

-charge of Tiiatter'to proceed from 'the

urethra ;~the inguinal glands are not
f

fo frequently fwelled, as in the Other

fpecies ;—and laftly, we may the rather

'judge this' fpecies to be - pfeffent, when

the patient, at^the time of its firfl: attack,

“has laboured under Ample gonorrhoea.

When the fpecies, attended with ul-

ceration, takes place, befides the indura-

tion
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tion of the prepuce, there is a con-

fiderable difcharge from the part, and

the glands in the groin almofl always

appear fwelled : — befides, the duration

of the complaints may ferve to direft our

conje6lures, as to ulcers being formed.

The treatment of the firft of thefe

fpecies, has been already, in part, taken

notice of *

;

and feldom requires more,

than has been advifed, for obviating

inflammation, if we add, abftinence

from the ufe of mercury.
a

The .other, where chancres on the

prepuce and glans are prefent, and where

the matter is pent up, muft be treated

in a limilar manner ; the parts are to

* Vide chap, on Gonorrhoea.

F 2 .
be

%
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be very carefully kept clean, by means

of fyringing them ; and for this purpofe,

milk and water, or the vegeto-mineral

water, will, be extremely proper. And

here, as in the firft fpecies, the ufe of

mercury Ihould always be laid afide till

the inflammatory fymptoms fubfide.

i

When the antiphlogiftic courfe has

been, perfifted in for fome time, and

proves ineffedual, and the appearance

of the difeharge grows worfe, and the

induration of the prepuce feems to en-

creafe, practitioners recommend the di-

vifion of the prepuce; which, by '‘re-

moving the ftriClure, muft tend to di-

minifti - the' inflammation.— And this

operation is performed in the follow-

ing manner;

3 Having
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Having drawn up the prepuce, and

introduced a crooked biftory, with the

point guarded, between the glans and

the prepuce, as far as the corona, the

edge is to be turned upwards, the pre-

puce pierced, and the operator bring-

ing the knife towards himfelf, the whole

is divided, and the operation is com-

pleated. — After this, pledgits of foft

digeftive"' may be applied to the parts i

and after the inflammatory fymptoms

have abated, they will heal up, with

Ample dreflings, profecuting the general

method of cure already laid down.—In

phymoAs, gangrene often takes place ;

and large portions of the penis are

often loft. However, this is rather to

be attributed to the inflammatory fymp-

toms being kept up by the admini-

F 3 ftration
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ftration of mercury, than to any thing

clfe. When the method above laid

down has been profecuted, this fel-

dom occurs. Opiates, abating the ir-

ritation, are. often ufeful.

C-

CHAP.
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C H A P. IX.

Of PAR APH YMOSIS.

/ r-^HE prepuce retracted behind the

glans, and fwelled and^ inflamed,

fo as to make its return impradica-^

ble, is termed Paraphymofis.

f

Here, as in Phymofis, the divifion

into two fpecies proves ufeful ; the

firfl:, arifing from inflammation alone

;

and the other, from ihflamniation con-

joined with ulcer. The fyrAptoms ad-

duced as diflinguifhing the two fpecies

in Phymofis, will likewife ferve to point

out the difference in this cafe. The cure

F 4 varies,
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varies, as in the like diftindion in Phy-

mofis ; and little can be advifed, more

than the application of fomentations, &cc.

conducing to relax the ftri^lurej—venae-r

fedlion, and a ftridt adherence to the an-

tiphlogiftic regimen.— In paraphymo-

fis, we frequently fee inftances of mor-

tification taking place ; doubtlefs often

occafioned by perfifting in the ufe of mer-

curials, given from an ill-judged notion

of healing the ulcerations ; but which,

in reality, by their irritating power,

encreafe the tendency to mortification.

When, with the impoflibility of return-

ing the prepuce, the inflammatory fymp-

toms run high, fcarifications, or rather

incifions, on the fides of the penis,

ought to be made at the neck of the

glans ; and thefe are to be carried as

/ deep
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deep as the ftridturcj otherwife, it is

evident, they may be attended with -

more prejudice than advantage.—It is

needlefs, however, to attempt bring-

ing the prepuce forward, immediately

after this operation, as that muft be

a work of longer time.—The wound

is to be drefled with digeftive, in both

fpecies.—Mercurials are to be abftained

from, till the inflammation has abated

;

then, in the lafl: fpecies, the cure may

proceed as already recommended. ^
i

And, in the firfl, the method for the

cure of gonorrhoea mufl: be profecuted,

after this accidental fymptom has va-

nilhed.

When the matter, difcharged from

the incifions, puts on an unpromifing

appearance.
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apj>earance, and floughs feem to be

forming, the bark, given in proper

dofes, will be attended with the beft

efFccls.
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C H A P.^ X. .

Of B- U B O E> S.

WELLINGS in the inguinal and

fubaxillary glands, proceeding from

a venereal caufe, are termed Buboes.

They rarely are the firft fymptom of

infe6lion j but may be produced, by

the abforption of venereal virus,—from

chancre,—or from a general taint of the

fyftem.—Sometimes they appear fingly^

fometimes they are accompanied with

other fymptoms.—They often arife foon

after the running in gonorrhoea has

been imprudently flopped.

Thcfe
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Thefe fwellings are very different in

their nature and progrefs i fome tend-

ing quickly to inflammation and fup-

puration, and others remaining indolent

for a long>-continued fpace of time.

Of the firft kind, are fuch as occur

in young and healthy perfons ; and they

generally arife foon after infeftion ;—as

thofe of the latter kind do in patients

whofe conftitutions are weak or injured,

and of a dull cold habit.

Pra<5litioners differ much in the me-

thod of treating buboes ; fome earneft-

ly recommending them to be brought

to fuppuration, while others as ftrongly

advife' their repulfion. Many arguments

have been advanced to prove the pro-

’

t priety



VENEREAL DISEASE. 77

piiety of each method.—Surgeons ad-

vifing them to be brought to fuppura-

tion, contend, that bubo feems an effort

of nature, to throw off the virus, and,

as fuch, ought to be encouraged. To

this they add, that after fuppuration,

the cure is completed with more cer-

tainty, and with a lefs quantity of mer-

cury.—On the other hand, it is urged,

that, as fuppuration is the caufe of much,

pain and trouble to the patient ; and

as in both cafes mercury muft be ex-

hibited before the cure can be effedfed

;

•by repelling the tumour, they both fave

-the patient much uneafmefs, and abridge

(he time of the cure.

The danger we run of thoroughly

poxing the patient, by. throwing- the

; venereal

5
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venereal matter into the fyftem ; and

the excellent marks which .the healing

of buboes affords of the effects of mer>-

cury upon the fyflem in general, deter-

mine me to prefer the cure by fuppura.-

tion;—yet, although I have often found

very bad effects from their repulfion, 1

muff ^fairly own, that I have fometimes

feen the cure perfeffed, without the in-

tervention of any fuch' accident.

i 1

In buboes of -the fiiff: kind, we fhall

find it no very difiicult .matter to bring

^them to fuppurate ; r.it will only be ne-

ceffary to .allow the ^patient nourifh-

ing diet, and to apply .fomentations and

poultices to the part. Mercury is often

preferibed to accelerate fuppuration ;

:b.ut as this fbmetimes produces the veiy

oppofite
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oppofite efFe6l, I feldom ufe it at this

period, in buboes of this nature. When

by the feel of the 'parts, and the fizc

of the tumour, wo judge it proper for

the matter to be difcharged, we* find

three different ways propofed for giving

vent to the matter :—^we 'may allow^the

tumour to burft of itfelf;^—we may ap-

ply cauftic j—or we may ufe the .knife

or the lancet’. And firft.

Allowing the tumour to burft.—This

is often produ6tive of very bad con-

fequence j as the matter rarely having

a free vent, abforption may again

take place, and at laft incifion be ne-

eeflary.—As to the application of cauf-

tic
j I cannot fay much in fav’’our of

this praftice ; as the patient has been

often5
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often brought into very imminent danger

from the blood-veflTels being laid bare^

and as we are unable to determine the

depth the^ cauftic is to penetrate.—And

I am inclined to favour the third me-

thod, or that ^by incifion. Here the

furgeon, in the manner of operating,

muft follow- the dictates of his own

fenfe. If the matter feems collected,

an incifion of i the length' of the tu-

mour, is the moft proper method ; but

if the matter be diftributed in cells

(as will’ often happen),. two or three

pundlures with a lancet will be more

advifeable.—Surgeons have advifed. the

removal of a circular piece of the forer

part of the tumour; but I prefurae

this is always unnecelTary ; for even

when the top of the bubo has put on

a blnilh
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a bluifti appearance, I have always

Ihunned this cruel operation; and, in

its ftead, have fubftituted the opening

by feton. After making a fmall incilion

at the upper part of the tumouf, I

introduce a probe, with a Ikain of lilk,

foftened with digellive ointment, and

carefully examine the proper depth

;

then, bringing the probe to the lower

part of the tumour, and cutting upon

it, I draw the filk through, and finilh

the operation:—and this, which is not

half fo painful, as the cutting off the

cap of the tumour, I have, in many

inftances, feen to anfwer perfe6lly well,.

The wound has uniformly healed, in

proportion as the mercury has .taken

effe6l on'the fyftem. As the cure ad-

vances, .the number of filk threads muft

G be
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be gradually dituinilhed.—After buboes

liave been opened by incifion, the dref-

fings, proper to be applied, will be dry

lint, or digeftive ointment. Poultices

in general ought to be continued for

fome days after the operation ; and

they are particularly ufeful, when the

matter appears confined in cells —Fun-

gous excrefcences are to be removed

by cauftic.

Thus far the method of cure by

fuppuration. Let us now take a

view of that by repulfion. In pur-

fuing this plan of treatment, mercu-

rials muft be adminiftered without de-

lay, and the patient muft be kept on

a light cooling diet :—in a ftiort time

the tumours will generally leflen, anc\

o
.

gradually
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gradually difappear. Nothing can pro-

mote this more, than the repeated ufe of

emetics :— leeches applied to the part,

and the faccharum faturni poultice, will

be fufficient topical difcutients.

*

After, the bubo has entirely vanifli-

ed, the .ufe of mercurials muft be con-^
-

• ^ I

tinned for fome time. Indeed we often

meet with relapfe following the re-

pelling, of buboes, as we cannot have

any certain mark of the cure being

Gompleated 3 which^we always have when

incifion is practifed. If at any time

I would advife buboes to be repelled,

it^is in thofe cafes where the tumour

puts on a very indolent appearance

but even here I cannot recommend it, till

after all endeavours to bring on fuppura-

G 2
1 u y

tion
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tion have failed ; and in fuch, mercury

will fometimes be found wonderfully to

promote the ripening of the tumour.

Patient continuance of the remedies for

either purpofe, is requifite in the greater

number of thofe cafes ; and we muft

fleadily purfue our plan, without re^

gard to every trifling alteration that

may occur.

In three cafes of indolent bubo, I

have tried the effe6l of ele6Iricity, but
f-'

without the leafl: appearance of fuc-,

cefs.

CHAP.



VENEREAL DISEASE. 85,

C H A P. XI.

-Q/' XJleers in the throat ;

—

Stri&ures of
»

the Urethra ;
— Kxcrefcences ;

— Ulcers

' with carious Bones ;
— and Venereal

Ophthalmia.

i

T 7LCERS in the fauces are often

formed ; fometimes not a little dif-

ficult to be diftinguifhed from fuch as are

prefent in the common fore-throaty—
The following remarks will, perhaps, in

fome meafure ferve to point out the

difference. i

In venereal ulcers in the throat,

wg find a very ftriking refemblance to

thofe of <the penis ; and we fee no

G 3 {willing,
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fwelling, nor the degree of inflamma-

tion which is met with in the fore-

throat proceeding from cold, 6cc. We

are not, however, precipitately to give

our judgment on this matter, as de-

ceptions often happen; and therefore

it is only after the antiphlogiftic courfe,

perfifted in for fome time, has been

unfuccefsful, that we are to pronounce

them venereal.

Befides the general method of cure,

it vnll only be neceflary to keep the

throat clean by mild gargles ;—fome of

thofe called detergent, are often of

too acrid a nature.

Strangury, heat, fuppreflion, and in-

continency of urine, often occur in ve-

nereal
5
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nereal cafes : appearing in gonorrhoea,

they are generally removed with the

other fymptoms of inflammation;

but we often find them in old cafes,

when the patient has long laboured

under a venereal taint, or has been,

repeatedly infected ; and fbmetimes they

are fo very alarming, as to threaten

an entire retention of urine. Thefc

fymptoms Ileal on fo gradually, as.fel-

dom to be obferved by the patient till

they have been ,of fome continuance,

and become troublefome and painful ;<

—

.

they are often attended with a difcharge^

of matter from the urethra, which has

'been improperly named gleet ; — but

from this it differs very effentially in.

its caufe, and method of cure. In.

t G 4 this

C
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this fituation affiftance is generally call-

ed in. This ftrangury, &c. has been

faid to proceed from caruncles in the

urethra ;—from the enlargement of the

proftate gland, and the mucous glands

of the urethra ;—ftriftures of the ure-

thra, occafioned by cicatrices of former

ulcerations —enlargement of the veru-

montanum ;—and fchirrus of the pro^

ftate. The different fymptoms of thefe

feveral complaints, have not yet been

fpecified with precifion
j
probably, from

the fame treatment being proper in all

of them. To diftinguifh difeafes of the

proftate, and veficulae feminales, from

mere obftrudtions of the urethra, it

is obferved, that in the former, matter

follows the laft drops of urme j whereas,

UV

9
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in the latter, it is difcharged previous

to making water. In thefe circum-

ftances, the method of cure, now

generally recommended, is the ufe of

bougies i which, by their prelTure, en-

courage a plentiful difcharge from the

urethra ; and, by their keeping the

paflage extended, leflen the ftri6hire.,

Various receipts have been given for
A
preparing bougies ; however, as they

all a6l upon the fame principle, it is

enbugh that they be pofTefled of a fuf-

ficient degree of elafticity, to prevent

their bending, or giving way to every

flight refiftance, without being too hard

or brittle.—And, the receipt given by

JVIr. Sharp * will anfwer fufliciently well.

in

# Cridcal inquiry, p, 175,
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In the introdu6Hon of bougies, we

muft be exceedingly cautious never to

puQi them with too much force againft

any obflacle, which may be produdive

of violent inflammation, and its confe-

quences ; nor to withdraw them at

every flight interruption ; endeavouring

to enter the ^obftrudion a little way,

and keeping in mind, that the fuppu-

ration, brought on by thefe means,

muft undoubtedly be in greater quan-

tity, and far more conducive to the

cure, than when the point of the

bougie only touches the obftacle,—When

bougies are ufed, they ought to be of

as large a flze as can eafily be in-

troduced. Their firft application is ge-

rally very painful ; and we Ihould there-

fore allow them to remain in the ure-

thra
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thra only for a' very fhort time; two

or three hours a day will be fuffi-

cient. When the inflammation, excited

by their ufe, becomes violent, we muft

lay afide the bougies for fome days,

or rather till fuch inflammatory fymp-

toms have gone off ; and then we muft

again have 'recourfe to them.* After

the patient has been ufed to them for

fome time, he may be brought to keep

them in for five, fix, feven, or eight hours

a day ; and the greater number of

hours he wears them, the lefs time
»

will be required for the cure.

During the ufe of bougies, the patient

ought to live on a low cooling diet,

which will tend to prevent inflatuma-

tion. As to the length of time ne-

ceffary for continuing the ufe of the

bougie.

r
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bougie, it is impoflible to lay down

any general rule. In fome cafes, feven

or eight weeks will be fufficient, while

others may require feveral months.—
We can only judge by the complaint

difappearing.—And after this, we ought

to continue the ufe of the bougie for

Ibme little time, leaving it off gradu-

ally. Thefe complaints, although ve-

nereal, are generally removed by the

' means now propofed
;

yet fome cafes-

will be found, where, from being join-

ed with other fymptoms, mercurials

will be found necelfary ; but fuch cafes,

the furgeon's own fenfe and prudence

muft point out.

Eixcrefcences often arife about the

verge of the anus, and on the Icrotum

they generally difappear as the medicine

takes
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takes effect on the conftitution j and in

this cafe they only require to be kept

clean, by warm
.
milk and water. — If,

however, they be large, and of long con-

tinuance, they are to be deftroyed by

cauftic, or they may be extirpated with

the knife.
\

Ulcers, with carious bones, fometimes

occur ;—but cafes of this kind are now

rarely to be met with ;
— they appear

moft frequently in the bones of the nofe

^nd palate j and befides the general

method of cure, there is little to be

done, except wafhing them frequently,

with mild liquors, milk and water, &c.

ufing deco6lions of the woods, of far-

lapariJla, or the Liibon diet-drink.

I-'. ;

/

V

Ophthalmia,
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Ophthalmia, from a venereal caufe, is

-often met with. — It generally gives

way to topical remedies, the general

antiphlogiific courfe, and the ufe of

mercurials afterwards,
. .

•

.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XII.

Of the difference in the Method of Cure in

the two Sexes.

‘U ING now conlidered not only

^ the proper method of removing

the general infection from the fyftera,

but likewife thofe fymptoms which moil

frequently occur, requiring particular

treatment—it only remains, that I fhould

mention the difference in the method of

cure in the two fexes.—On this head

it will be fufficient to obferve, that, in

the firft ftage- of the venereal difeafe,-

gonorrhoea, although the fymptoms are

feldom fo diflrefling as in men, yet women

j .
require
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require much greater length of time for

the cure. The different circumftances

of their conftitution render them much

more liable to a gleet, or a continuance

of the running, than the other fex.

—

Again, topical applications may be more

eafily applied, and confequently may be

' more fuccefsful in the female. When

mercurials are to be given, we ought to

be very cautious in exhibiting them, as in

women, in general, a much finaller quan-

tity of thefe medicines is produdlive of

b^d effeds, than in men. It is proper

to add, that during the ufe of mercu-
.

,

rials, women mufl be allowed a more
^

tiouriflring diet, than has been recom-

^

|

mended for our own fex.
’ ^

I

I

CH APi 1

1
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Ofthe different preparations ^mercury^

E F O R E I conclude, I think if

right to fay a few words concern^
t

ing the preparations of mercury;

Although inftances may undoubted-

ly be met with, where the acrid pre-

parations of mercury have been fuccefs-

fully exhibited
;

yet, when we confider

the very great difficulty that occurs iri

Introducing them in proper quantity, and

the continual danger from the violence

of their effe6ts^» I believe we fhall be in-

i H dined
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dined to prefer thofe of the milder fort

;

efpecially as, without the inconveniences

accompanying the others, they are al-

ways followed by equally happy effeds.

—The corrolive fublimate is now, I be-

lieve, feldom ufed j and I have never

experienced any benefit from it, given

either in the folution, or in pills, unlefs

where opiates were combined with it.

In treating of the general method of

cure, I mentioned mercurial ointment

as the preparation moft commonly ufed

;

and for my own part, I am always led

to prefer it ; but, as in pradice we find

many patients poirelTed of the greateil

averfion to- the ufe of it, it is frequently

neceffary to give mercurials by the

mouth j and for this purpofe, calomel

I made

(

A

i

I

t

, I

V
J

1

\
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made into pills with conferve of rofes,

will be found extremely proper }—each

pill fliould contain a grain, or a grain

and a half of the calomel ; and two may

be taken every fecond night at bed-time.

W^hen the common mercurial pill is

ufed, two or three may likewife be

taken every fecond night ; thefe lafl:,

however, are not always of fufficient

efficacy ; for, although they may appear

to have been very carefully prepared,

yet the mercury is often apt to run

together ; and in that cafe they prove

ufelefs.

I have often ufed the Pilula Mthid-

pica of the Edinburgh Difpenfatory

(which nearly refemble thofe of Dr.

Plummer, defcribed in the Edinburgh

Medical
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Medical ElFays) and have always found ?

them infinitely preferable to the com- •

mon mercurial pill ;—the dofe of them
‘

«

is from five to fifteen grains ; and they
|

are likewife to be given every fecond

night. V-:- - ^

'
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