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Page 3, line 10 from the bottom, for the Sukhana, read the Northern
Dwinal

Page 15, line 15, for Biel-o-zero, read Bielozero, or Bielo-ozero.

Page 66, line 14, add, as a note,—From Kief to.Tchernigof i thirty.six
leagues, ! ’
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INTRODUCTION.

THE Sciences are spreading with rapidity. A
larger share of our attention is every day required
by them. At the same time, our recent political
emancipation adds to the number of our pursuits,
and of our habitual duties, and the lessons of
history become more than ever indispensable for our
guidance. But how can we sz;tisfactorily attend to
the present, if we do not abridge the study of the
past 7 It is, therefore, a matter of necessity for the
major part of us, to have to learn only in masses the
political and philosophical progress of great nations,
down to the period at which we live.

This is the reason why, passing over details, I
have confined myseclf to the frame of the Russian
colossus. T have not attempted to follow its growth,
except in 1ts most important stages; or its march,
except in its most striking movements. In other
words, I have sought to discover the reason or the
spirit of its long history ; I have endeavoured to
compress, to abridge, to circumscribe it within the
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fimits of an almost synoptical' table ; and have la-
bouyed to trace it in characters which may be legi-
ble to the eyes.of both sexes, and of every age.

By so laborious a search, L may, perhaps, lhave
succeeded in throwing a new ray of light upon these
historical ruins. But, even should I merely have
planted a few pickets to indicate the path my work
will not be useless. I shall be satisfied with havmg
pointed out a short and direct road, in which men of
higher powers may one day tread. It will be suffi-
cient to me to have established the real ground-work
of this history, obtained a leading clue to it, and
given it into native hands, who will be able to trace
more closely than I can, the thread of the destinies
of theic ancestors.

Several authors have already written upon this
subject. Nevertheless, the first portion of it is, per-
haps, not so familiar to us that we can treat upon it,
without running the risk of not being generally
understood. I, therefore, think it necessary, at the
commencement, to point out, in a few lines, the con-
nection of the principal facts, and to bring before the
view of the reader the series of Princes of the first
dynasty, who occupied, with the greatest renown, a
scene so extensive and so remote. Then, after
having attempted to disentangle, to seize, and to
follow the main thread of the Russian history down
to the time of Peter I. I shall justify the title of
my work, and attain my proposed object, by a pic-
ture of the reign of that illustrious man.
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‘It appears to lne that the history of great per-
sonages, generally, is commenced by a portraiture of
them ; they excite more interest by being known ;
besides, this affords an explanation of many eventst
it is the same with respect to empires. For this

reason, we begin by the following statistical picture
of Russia.
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BOOK I.

e

CHAPTER 1.

THE Russian empire extends over three hundred and
sixty-eight thousand square miles, of fifteen to thedegree :
a hundred thousand miles in Europe; more than two
hundred and forty-three thousand miles in Asia; and the
residue in America.

This empire comprghends one half of «Europe, and a
third of Asia; it forms a ninth part of the habitable
globe. ..

Its European division is peopled by fifty-eight millions
of inhabitants ; its Asiatic, by two millions; its f&merican,
by fifty thousand : the total number is sixty millions of
souls ;* which, however, does not give mgre than about a
hundred and sixty-one persons to each square mile.

L

* Up to the year 1819, statistical writers did mot estimate the
whole population of Russia at more than forty-six millions of souls ;
but in 1822, Balbi raised the estimate to fifty-four millions; Hassel,
in 1823, to fifty-nine millions two hundred and sixty-three thousand
seven hundred; and Malte-Brun, in 1826, to fifty-nine millions at
least.

It is true that, in 1828, Weydemeyer reduced it again to fifty-
three millions ; but the calculations of Balbi and Hassel had, before-
hand, refuted this last estimate, which they look upon as erroneous,
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| .4 Jm,this| population, and ;p Europe, alaney we;, perceiye
twoa, ml}ho,rls,and a half of, Finns; less than five hundred
thousand Germans and Scandinavians, and, fifty millions of
Slav,opiéns, of whom four millions are Poles,,

The, Russian_territory is, considered. to be,capgble of
supporting a hundred and fifty millions of human beings,
and jts population to increase at  the yearly rate of half a
million. L . .

The Oural mountains, the river of the same name, and
the great Caucasian chain, divide the Asiatic portion of jt
from the European.

Tur AsIATIC PART.—The surface of Siberia slopes
towards the, Frozen Ocean, into which it pours its waters;
this slope, and the loftiness of the enormous table-land
which gives birth to its rivers, are the two chief causes
of the severity of its climate,

Its superficies contains about seven hundred thousand
square leagues, of which not more than two fifths are sus-
ceptible of cultivation. The south®west is remarkable for
its fertility ; but to the north of the sixtieth parallel of
latitude, and to the east of the Jenisei, all culture ceases ;
doubtless, because the grea.t table-land of Mongolia over-
looks, with an altitude equal to that of the Cordilleras,
that desolate space which it presses against, and exposes
to the north, and which it thus places hetween two eternal
glaciers, its own, and that of the Pole.

The two seas of this gloomy country are thronged with
monsters: productive of oil ; its rivers are swelled to over-
flowing with fishing banks ; its plains, its immense forests,
its icy deserts, are peopled by flocks, or by wild animals
whose fur is valuable; its mountains are fmught with
every species of metal.

The south of Siberia is subjeet to short but burhing
summers, and to biting winters. 8o, rigorous is the cli-
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mate of its’otliér parts; thit it is'sufficient for the 'punish-1
meént of the greatest drimes. I Over these'vast desertd wan-
der, or afe scattered; two 'mii]'ions of inhabitants.

THE EuroPEAN PART~!The European portion of the
Russian, emplre is divided, by the best authorities, into
three regions : the-hot, 'thé temperate, and the cold. The
first begins at the fortieth'degree, the second at the fiftidth,
the third at the filty-seventh.*

The middle region contains thrice as many inhabitants as
the two others. 'Why does this region, which is called tem-
perate, experience a severer degree of cold than the Low
Countries, Holland, England, Saxony, and Prussia, which
are under the same pardllels of latitude? Geographers
deduce the cause of it, firstly, from'the continuity of
the Russian territory as far as the polar circle, while all
the western countries of Europe are bounded by the sea to
a much remoter distance from the Pole; and, secondly, to
the trifling elevation of the chain which separates the
northern and southern slopes of that territory; an eleva-
tion which is insufficient to shelter European Russia from
the polar blasts.

Here, nevertheless, are the pomts from which, in op-
posite directions, descend the Dwina and the Dnieper, the
Volga and the Sukhana. ,

The uncertain and dubious outline of these summits
passes by Valdai, which gives its name to them; it is
Yound again between Vologda and Yaroslaf; it indicates,
in several parts of it, the commencement of the cold region.

It is from their swampy table-land, and from these insig-
nificant eminences, that the waters of European Russia
glide down, and slowly find their way into its north, north-
east, and south seas.

The three Russian climates, however, as far as (Monetz,

* See Weydemeyer, Storch, Pallas, Tooke, Malte-Brun, &e.

B2
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“favour, -or permit, the ripening of the most necessary kinds
of grain, and of many others. To the southward, the soil
affords honey, all varieties of fruit, salt, and, especially,
rich pasturages, which extend into the temperate region ;
even the north has those pasture lands; and sall are co-
vered by innumerable.ﬂoc]gs jof every species, ffom the
«camel to the reindeer.

Impenetrable forests, of trees of va.rié.us' natures, in the
middle and sbuthern regions; and, of birch and, resinoys
trees in the northern parts ; abound with game, and, in, the
north, with animals producing rich furs.

_Bounded by several seas, covered with.lakes towards the
north-west, , furrowed by deep, rivers, which,.through. the.
means of easy canals, unite, by three communicatigns,,
the northerx? seas to the seas of the south, this vast coun-
try abounds, like Slbema, with,maripg, monsters, ‘and with
fishes of eyery description. ’

,Finally, from north to south, the great OQural opens to
all the wants, and to all the passiods ,of. the Russians, its
inexhaustible mines of iron, of copper, and some of platina,
of silver, and even of gold.* -

Howeveramagnificent this picture of Russia may appeax
to be, it is faithfully copied from nature.

# From the Russian Journal of the Mirles, for 1825, and the Pa’
triotic Annals, for 1826, it nppears that, insix years and a half
from 1818 to 1824, the Ouralian mines produced three millions ﬁ\'e
hundred and sixty-seven thousand two hundred and seventeen rubles,
of silver, and especially of gold. According t6 the same athorities'
(and error or exaggeration excepted), the samie mines gave, in only
the last six months of 1824, to the amount of five millions threé han- '
dred and seventy-seven thousand and five rubles, and e!ghtv-gevén
kopecks, in gold and silver.

4
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CHAPTER'IL

' 'LET us now pr:)ce‘e'd to its history ; “and, for the sake of

*  bievity withrespect to thdt part of it which may be called

ancient; let us obsérve, *that 'it comes down tb the minth

century of the Christian era, and that, as it is obscure

and ba¥ren of interest, whatever is to be said of it must

occupy but a small portion of the text, and be abundant
in notes and documents.

The scene of action i§ nearly the European part of the
present Russian empire. On this vast field of ‘battle, and
in that night of time, central Asia will be seen often ‘victo-
ridus, aind Scandinavia ofterl acquiring thé ascendancy in
itd turn. The most remote of thosé northern irruptions,
of which we have any knowledge, seem to have occurred,
—the first,* three hundred years before Jesus Christ;
the second,t two hundred and fifty years after, under

® This is very uncertain. Pytheas of Marseilles says, however,
that the Goths crossed the Baltic three hundred years before Jesus
Christ. [s it to this period that we ought to refer the destruction of
that Slavensk which "tradition represents as having existed on lake
llmen? Tacitus affirms, that in the glorious times of the Roman
republic, the Cimbri and Teutones had descended from the Baltic
sea, Nevertheless, their appearance in Italy is much posterior to
the epoch mentioned by Pytheas of Marseilles.

.+ The Russian chronicles say, that the Slavonians then fled to-
wards the south; consequently, they were attacked from the north.
Besides, Jornandes, a civilized Goth, who wrote at Ravenna, states
that, about A. D. 250, Amala, king of the Goths and son of the gods,
descended from the North, and drew with him against the Greeks,
the Slavonians, the Venedi, and the Ants, who dwelt in the countries
comprehended between Finland and the Borysthenes.
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‘Amala and Hernianric4 'and 'the third ' 862, under*the
great Rurik, the founder of the Russian empire.

But the founding of this emmipire] and ithe last invasion of
Russia by the peopié of central Asia} who were called into
activity by the genius of Genghis Khan, belorig to its mo-
dern history. : _

The Russian empire, therefore, does not, in reality, com-
mence till the middle of the ninth century. In its history
there are to De observed, five great periods, two dynasties,
‘twelve remarkéble princes, and five capitals.

Of these five prominent periods, the first, comprehend-
ing a' space of a- hundred and ninety-two years, from 862
to 1054, presents to our view the foundation of the em-
pire; in Novgored, by Rurik the Great,. the leader of the
Varangians, or Vaeringar, of the Baltic sea’ its enormous
extension under the potent Oleg, successor of Rurik, and
his superior in greatness, who was regent for Rurik’s son
Igor, and who gave to this rising state Kief'as its éapital,
together with a large part of the present European Russia.
Then follows the protracted reign of the weak Igor, who,
though son of Rurik the Great, pupil of the great Oleg,
and husband of the celebrated Olga, was an insignificant
prince, and was, perhaps, rendered so by this threefold
proximity.

To this reign succeeds a second regency, that of St.
Olga, the widow of Igor. This princess, the first Chris-
tian Russian, was baptised at Constantinople. She is fa-
mous for the crafty and terrible revenge which, for the
murder of her husband, she took upon the ferocious Drev-
lians,* whose subjugation she completed. Her admipis-
‘tration is remarkable. To her the republic of Pskof was
indebted for its liberties, which rendered;it so flourishing

v

L4
* Their capital is said to have been situated near the confluence
of the Pripiat with the Dnieper.
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during, the:spage of six, (centuries. It was' this princess
who divided, the pgrth of{ Russia. into various.!adwinistra-
tive,idistriots.; ., Down, to ithe ;period of the annalists,*her
«greatness, continued, to. fill the memories, the mouths, and
".the hearts of the people.

She was the mother of Sviatoslaf, a harsh, rough, in-
flexible, impetuous warrior,~the Achilles, the Charles the
K welfth; iof 1that epoch. As Oleg had removed his capital
from Novgorod to Kief, so did Sviatoslaf femove his -to
Bulgaria ;* in each remove approaching nearer to the em-
pire lof the Greeks: but he was driven from it by them;
«and, in his retreat, his skull became the cup of the leader
of the Patzinacites, on the same soil where, eight centuries
later, Charles the Twelfth was destined to.be overcome
by Peter the Great, and in consequence of similar: obsti-
nacy. _ .

Subsequent to him, and to Yaropolk, a prince who was
& mere cypher, this first period at length displays to us
the highest gothic glory of the Russian empire, under
Vladjmir the Great, in 988, and its conversion to Christian-
ity. Then succeeds Sviatopolk. Were it not for hi fra-
tricides, and the first invasion of the Poles in Kief, of
which he was the prompter, this miscreant would pass al-
most unperceived between his father, the great Vladimir,
and his brother Yaroslaf the legislator, the fifth eminent
man of this dynasty, but with whom, in 1054, closed the
first glorious period, of that empire.

In the second period, from 1054 to 1236, comprising a
hundred and eighty years, a period wholly devoted to dis-
cord and to internal dilacerations, the empire was divided
and subdivided, like a private property, among the de-
scendants of Rurik,

Amidst a throng of these princes, who reciprocally con-

* Western Bulgaria, the ancient Msia.



8 HISTORX!'1OF{ RUSSIA,
* .

tended for, fheir/iappanages arid 'especinlly. for the ythrone
of Kief, we hardly distinguishi an| aninterrupted: series of
seventeen patamount ;printes (succeeding: from/ Brother" to
brother; ‘and fromiiuncle- to 'nephew,/1down 6 “the obscute
"Yury, who was slain by the Tartars in/d237.01 1} - »n «
. This people of Graud Princes; rangedr-in this' singulat
order of succession, offers to-our iview Lonly two mmen. of
‘note, Vladimir Monomachus; i (1114, " and: Andrew;
about 1157. 1

The first of these restored to the empire a'moment of
unity, by -the ascendant of his, valour. and- his virtues,
and in-spite of the efforts of the Polovtzy, nomadic tribes
of the south, whom he succeeded in crushing. The sécond;
abandoning Kief, made Vladimir the capital of his empire.
His policy- raised him above the unfortunate: times in
which he lived. He is the only one who secemed to be
aware of the cause of so much dissension, and who strove
to annihilate it.

The third period opens, in 1237, with the subjugation
of Russia, in consequence of its intestine divisions. It con-
tinues for two hundred and twenty-three years, till 1460."

A multitude of Russian princes; the Grand Prince, three

-of his sons, and their'mother, are massacred by the Tartars;
but two brothers of the Grand Prince still survive; they
successively fill his place. The eldest has five sons, who,
in succession, transmit to, or wrest from each other, the
sceptre, or receive it from the Tartars.

The third, St. Alexander Nevsky, is & great man, in
every sense of that emphatic word. He is a hero, victor
over the Teutonic knights, the Swedes, and even the
Lithuanians, who had rushed on upon hearing the sound
of the falling Russian empire ; he is a martyr of the most
patriotic devotedness, who thrice bends his way to the ex-
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tremity of Ama,:té glisqrmﬁhe Tartar wrathy which is about
to orush the remnant of his ihprudent and-unruly ubjects.
1 Twacoff his’ sons;iinworthy-oft. him, t ascend the throne,
after two.bf their.ubcles.n Mikhail of Twer, theiricousin,
succeeds to thghf: Bbout1300. “Then begins-a contest of
twenty-eight yeabs, draught with stredson, baseness, ‘and
treachery, between the branch of the princes of Twer and
that 'of ' thé:prindes! 6f Moscow. But in 1328 the Grand-
princedom is secured by the latter, in the person of Ivan I.
surnamed Kalita. '

This priricé is worthy of note, because with hinl recom-
menced, 'firstly, the reuniting of the appanages with the
Grand-priricedom of Moscow, which was become the ca-
pital ; "secondly, the rallying round the Great Prince, of
those princes who held appanages ; thirdly, the re-establish-
ment of succession in the direct line ; and, lastly, a system
of concentration of power, by which the Russian empire
was one day to be again raised up,’and transformed inté
that terrific mass which we now behold. .

This direct succession, and this system, were intermitted
but for an instant, to revive in 1362, in the great Dmitry
Donskoy, the first conqueror of the Tartars, and to pads to
his son and grandson, the two Vassili ; finally, to produce
in 1462, after the lapse of a century, the uncontested
autocracy of Ivan III.

It was in 1462, and with that great Ivan, that the fourth
Russian period began; it ended in 1613, and lasted only
a hundred and fifty-three years.

The Russian republics of the north, and the Tartars,
sank beneath his power, which he always employed oppor-
tunely, circumspectly, progressively, and with machiavclic
dexterity. By degrees, the chain with which the Tartars
weighed down the Russians came wholly into the hands of
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.this | Grand Prince, who bound With (itjjthe one by means
of the other; both, the victors and .the, vanquished, enve-
loped all in it, and remained sole and absoliite master.

His grandson, Ivan IV., great in crime, cartied to,excess
the concentration of this power, in which every thing was
swallowed up; manners, morality, patriotism, and the few
privileges which, under Ivan IIL., the Russian nobility had
either preserved or acquired, by serving him against the
princes who held appanages, the Russian republic, and the
Tartars. This madman killed the only one of his two sons
who was able to wear this ponderous crown: the result
was that, after having been worn by his successor, it passed
to the head of a descendant of a Tartar, his treacherous
minister, which it crushed, as it did that of all the Rus-
sians, Poles, and Swedes, who subsequently dared to seize
or aspire to it. ' )

This insane despotism thus destroyed itself. It gaveup
the corrupted state to invasions from the West, in the same
manner that, three centuries and a half before, discord had
laid it open to those from the East. This similar effect of
two opposite kinds of excess lasted fifteen years; and it
seemed as if the empire, brought to its last gasp, were to
close its existence with its fourth period.

But it was re-invigorated at that crisis, by the election
of a new dynasty: in 1613 the family of Romanof
ascended the throne. With them begins the fifth great
period of the Russian history; it is the most splendid
from the middle of the seventeenth century; it would still
have shone with the fustre of the reign of Alexis, the
praise-worthy father of Peter the Great, had he not been
eclipsed by that colossus.

Thus, tp guide us to this illustrious man through the
vbscurity of those eight centuries, if the distribution
of time into five great divisions, and that of wmen into
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two dynasties, will ot stffice, fwelve great or'remarkalile
princes, like twelve lofty peaks, or twelve rays of various
degrees of brilliance, by throwing light on and ascertaining
our path, will also serve to'direct us.

In the first period, the period of foundation, of glory,
and of aggrandizement, we behold Rurik the Founder !
Oleg, the Conqueror! Olga, the Regent! Viadimir, the
Christian! Yaroslaf, the Legislator !

"In the second, the period of dissensions, the valiant
‘and virtuous Viadimir Monomachus, ,and the politic
Andrew.

In the third, that of complete slavery, the victorious,
the devoted St. Alexander Nevsky, the able Ivan I., and
Dmitry Donskoy, the first who vanquished the Tartars.

Lastly, in the fourth, that of deliverance and of despot-
ism, fvan III. the autocrat, and Ivan IV. the Terrible.

But, indepeﬁdent of these twelve lights, these useful
beacons, we descry other directing points, geographical
points, which also may afford us assistance in classing our
observations, and analyzing this enormous mass of history.

We have, in fact, remarked, that the present capital of
Russia is the fifth which the empire has had ; that, in 862,

" the conquering genius of Rurik placed the first in Nov-
goiod ; that, from 882, the still greater genius of Oleg, to-
gether with the allurement and the eager desire of a milder
climate, and of the riches, the knowledge, and the comforts
of Greek civilization, fixed the second in the south, and at
Kief; that, in 1167, internal disscisions, the attacks by
the Poles in the west, those by the nomade tribes in the
south, and the policy of Andrew, drew back the third to-
wards the east, at Vladimir; that the fourth, and most
central, the great Moscow, which was to re-unite with it
all the empire, rose in 1328, and subjugated the three
others by the machiavelism of Yury, and the talent of Jvan
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Kalita,.its- first{Princes, and b its position betiveen Vladis
er; the, fiFst: nmetropolis, and- Novgored. the third, “whicls
it disjoined. from. each other;fanfl that{-lastlys, about 1703;
the genius of civilization establisheéd,ithe:-fifth, ‘on . thd
northern frontier, at the head of theigulfr of Finland; and
on, the very coast whence, eight. hundred.and forty yeats
earlier, the barbarian Rurik, the creatot of thisiempiré,
commenced his march for the purpose of founding it.+" |

CHAPTER IIL

Havine thus sketched the otitline of this mass.of his-
tory, let us proceed to its Prmc1pal details; and, without
pausing on the almost diluvian origin whlc}\ is aSslgned to
these tribes, without repeating the pames of Japhet, of
Russ, of Slavan, and of Scythes, of \Yhom the Russians,
the Slavonians, and the Scythians .are supposed to he the
descendants, let us state thau:the most anciently known
inhabitants of Russia were, the Scythians, to the south;
the Slavonians, in the centre; and the Finns, to the north.
Let us admit that we are quite ignorant of _their earliest
source, but that as to the Russian Varangians, every thing
leads us to believe that they were Normans.!

Till the time of Rurik, the history of all of them is at
least full of uncertainty:*® all that we can discern is, that,
down to the pinth century, the extensive territory, which
now constitutes European Russia, had often been inun-
dated by gireat, successive and opposite irruptions; those
from central Asia, and those from Scandinavia. If, how-

" ever, we may judge from, the Jast Ta‘rta,r irruption, pre-

1 2 Qpe the two hotes at the end Jf the Volume,
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viouS) ta 860; 'thatiof. ther Khozars <(or €hhzaves), it 'will
appear .that! the Asiaticitfvisions ihever .penetriited)! in' &
northiern direction]-beybndrithe spots where Kief and: Kai
luga are nbWisitilatedud-" J .

As'touthé INoritlan irrliptiens, with the exception of that
of Amala, king.of 1thesGotlis, and son.of the gods, who,
aboyt: the: Jedr 250, carried with him, against the Roman
empire,. all the. Slavonigns of 'the country comprehended
between Finland and the Borysthenes, they appear to have
flowed off to the right hand, towards the south-west; so
that, from the Oka and the upper Dnieper as far as the
Baltic, all the Slavonian and Finnish tribes who dwelt in
the centre and the north of European Russia, and thus
were between the two irruptions, were*able to live in
tranquillity, to multiply, and evén already, as was the
case with the great Novgorod, to acquire riches by means
of a considerable commerce.

But, to complete thé cursory view which we have taken'
in passing through the obscurities of the history of ancient
Russia, let an antique chronicle speak ; and though, doubt-
less, it rests on no.other evidence than' oral traditions and_
songs of the olden time, let us listen to some accents of
that voice which, almost alone, is heard from the midst of
the darkness.

*¢ At'this time,” it says, (speaking of the ninth century)
“a spirit of insubordination disturbed the great city;
Novgorod lost its supremacy by it, the empire its unity.
The Russian Varangians descended from the north with
war, and the great city was vanquished, and made tri-
butary.

¢ Excessive was then the confusion ; but, being defeated
by the Ugrians, weakened by contagion, oppressed by the
Varangians, the people besought Gostomielz, a descendant
of their ancient chiefs, to place hinself at their bead. The
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Slavonians were successful ih the war; the Varangian prinéel
espdused Umnila, the daughter of Gostomielz; he led her
to Finland ; she was the mother 6f the great Rurik.

 Gostomielz was a prudent leader ; ‘from the most dis-
tant countries his reputation attracted a‘throng of Lprmces,
who came by sea and land to seek his advice, and gain in-
struction. The time came when he assembled the elders of
the nations; those of the Slavonians, Russians, T'schudes,
Merians, Krivitches, Dra'«rvischians, and Muromians; and
he said to them, ¢ I see no union among you ; you wish to
be your own governors, but you are governed by your pas-
sions ; the great Novgorod will perish if you do not chodse
princes worthy of ruling you. My three sons are dead,
and your only hope of safety is in my nephews, the Varan-
gian princes, Rurik, Sinaf,* and Truvor.

““ He spoke thus, and died. In compliance with his
advice, the principal citizens sought the Varangian princes.
¢ Our country, said they, ¢is large and fruitful, but it is
without order ; come and govern it according to our laws.

¢ The princes hesitated, for they knew the pride and
licentiousness of Novgorod.” They, however, established
themselves at Ladoga, Biel-o-zero, and Isbork ; it was not
till after the lapse of three years, and the death of his bro-
thers, that Rurik took up his residence at Novgorod.

It has been thought proper to leave its original colour-
ing to the narrative which has just been read; that narra-
tive is quoted as an authority by some, and discredited, in
many of its circumstances, by others. One thing is certain;
that, at the period in question, Novgorod was so pbwerful
as to occasjon it to be said, “ Who can dare to oppose God
and Novgorod the great ?”

It is likewise known, that, even then, the commerce of

* Or Sineus.
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Navgarod extended,to Persia, gnd to India itself, and from
Byzantium to Vineta, a yery commercial Slavonian cit}
at the mouth of the Qder. It is known, too, that, about
the middle of the ninth, century, anarchy arose there,
either , from the, abuse. of liberty, or from the pride of
wealth.

In this state of things, a geographical circumstance drew
down war upon Novgorod. Its most active commerce was
carried on through the Baltic: jt passed amidst the Rus-
sian. Varangians, Scandinavian warriors, who were then mas-
ters of that sea., A passage was to be obtained only by
tribute, or by force: hostilities ensued, and the Novgo-
rodians were rendered tributary.

Let us here remark the position of the three Russian
princes in Ladoga, Biel-o-zero, and: Isbork, encircling the
commercial Novgorod, all the outlets from which they
thus occupied. Rather than relinquish all ideas of traffic,
and change its manners, Novgorad of course preferred to
submit ; and this, no doubt, was the cause which enabled
Rurik to take peaceable possession of it.

It is affirmed that he then.took the title of Grand-Prinee,
which implies the existence of other princes; that he en-
larged, the city, and gave it laws, and that, nevertheless,
Vadime the brave, the head of the republican party, re-
volted against him. B‘ut if, in a civilized country, it is
difficult to keep even a native army within bounds, how is
it possible to believe in the moderation of an army of pi-
rates, on a foreign soil ? There are even traces of the mili-
tary government which Rurik brought from the North.
All the cities were portioned out among his companions in
arms; but, whether the protectors or the protected were
to blame, the fact is indisputable, that, divided betwecn
the warriors of Rurik, the country became Russian, and
that from this epoch we must date that new name of so
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many Slavonian and Finnjsh tribes of European Russia,
and also. the origin of their slavery. )

‘- As to the-conquest of Kief, by, Askold and Dir, the sub-
jects.of Rurik, we know net the cause of it. Neither are
we acquainted with the -cause of their expedition against
Constantinople,* which city they alarmed, which, hewever,
repulsed them, and whence they brought back to Kief the
first seeds of Christianity.

" CHAPTER 1IV.

THE bir{ll of this empire was closely fellowed by an im-
mense and premature growth ; for it appears certair, that, as
early as the first successors of Rurik, Russia extended from
the Vistula and the Carpathian,mountains.to the Volga, from .
the White and the Balfic seas to, the, Black sea and the Cas-
pian,t and even that its fleets Jmposed upon Byzantium
the payment of tribute. . . -

For this phenomenon there Were several causes. In the
first place, we may remark the.uniting, in Novgorod, of «
the most warlike people with .the richest and most cem-
mercial. This, alone, could not fail to bring about a re-
volution in that. part of the world. But a motive power
was still ﬁecessary, and this was found ip the genius of +
Oleg, which was in unisen with the é¢izcumstances.”

This successor of Rurik was & great man; which is
suficient €o account for the greatest things. He seems to
have possessed in a high degree the qualifications, the vices,

® Qep Iaramsin, Phaotius, and Constanune I’orphngemtus

t See Weydemeyer-
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and all the passions, most suitable to the age in which he
lived ; a true specimen of barbaric greatness! brave, crafty,
insatiable, adventurous, indefatigable; faithful, as with
respect to Igor his ward, and,.nevertheless, occasionally
treacherous, as in his conduct to Askold and Dir, when,
subsequently to 882, after the capture of Smolensk, having
presented himself at Kief as a Novgorodian merchant, he
entrapped them into an ambush by these words:—“ We
are of the same race with you!” and then massacred them
as usurpers, saying to them, ¢ You are neither princes,
nor sprung from princes; but I, I am a prince, and here
is the son of Rurik " Then, transported with admiration
of his conquesi:, « Let Kief,” he exclaimed, “be the mo-
ther of all the Russian cities!” This it became in fact,
for nearly three centuries; and he made it his capital ; not
that he might enjoy repose in it, but because it was nearer
at hand to the Greek empire,—a prey which was greedily
coveted by the barbarians whom he commanded.

But to this pillage he did not lead them till he had well
connected his two capitals by & chain of conquests: to es-
tablish this conpection he first subdued, or won over, all
the Slavonian, Finnish, and Lithuanian tribes, which had
till then been independent, or tributaries to the degenerated
Khans of the eastern Khozars.

In Slavonia itself, where he was desirous of fixing his
authority, he was cautious in the use of his power, and
moderate in the tributes which he imposed. He tolerated
nascent Christianity in Kief, and firmly established there
his pupil Igor.

But, when he had completed the founding of his em-
pire, he breathed into all these vanquished tribes, who be-
came his subjects, the adventurous and ferocious avidity
of the victors, which he had hitherto restrained. Putting
himself at the’head of both parties, inflaming their pas.

C
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sions by his own, and combining them in one and the, same
horrible thirst of blood, of glory, and of plunder, he passed,
with eighty thousand men, on two thousand barksy the car,
taracts of the Borysthenes, devastated the Greek empirq
by atracious barbarities, and, like Mahomet, conveyed his
fleet over a cape, or, as the chronicle affirms, navigated,it
by land with all sails set, to launch it again in the very
port of Byzantium ; he then fixed his shield on the gate,
of that capital as a trophy, and wrested from the emperor
an ignominious treaty, which was negotiated by the twelve
Scandinavians, Carles, Farlaf, Veremid, Bulaf, Stemid,
&c. his envoys, and those of the illustrious boyards ,who
acknowledged his sway.

His Varangian guard, which seeins to have been his coun-
cil, whose assent appears to have been requisite and suf-
ficient, promised the observance of the treaty. These war.
riors swore to it by their gods Perune and Vdloss, and by
their arms, which they“had placed before them on the
ground : their shields, their golden rings, their naked swords,
gold and steel, what they loved and honoured most. The
satiate barbarian then departed with his rich booty to Kief,
to enjoy there an uncontested authority, and to die there
miraculously, as he had lived. . |

It is, therefore, chiefly in the union of Navgorod and
Kief with the Varangians, and in the genius of Rurik and
Oleg, that we perceive the first and the principal causes of
the aggrandizement, as well as of the foundation, of the
Russian empire. .

Nevertheless, without the genius of the people, would
that of the chiefs have sufficed ? Here is an immense terri-
tory and a multitude of nations, which a small warlike tribe
seems at once to have subjugated; for, as to the startling
disproportion of the conquerors to the conquered, an jdea
may be formed, by considering the compositi(m of the army
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of Yaroslaf, of which the Varangians constituted only a for-
tieth part. Let us then endeavour to find, in the manners
and customs of both, additional causes of so improbable a
fact.

Tacitus says, that the Rugians were remarkable for their
attachment to their leaders. The Sueones, he adds, are
ruled by an absolute monarch. In 1060, the descendants
of Odin are said to have been still reigning in Sweden, and
in that country despotjsm was strengthened by religion.
Lomonosof (on the authority of Weissel, Helmold, and
John of Bohemia,) states, that one of the early Russian
princes asked his people for despotic power; that they
granted it to him, and that he joined to it the priesthood.

Amidst the sickening details of the barbarism of the civil
and religious manners of the Russians, must be remarked
what Yakut, a geographer of the thirteenth century, (quot-
ing Maccadezzy, a traveller of the eleventh,) and Achmet,
envoy in 922, from Bagdad to the Bulgarians, state re-
specting the guards of the Russian princes, and the de-
votedness which prompted them to sacrifice themselves
spontaneously on their tombs. The Slavonians, on the
contrary, were very independent. There must, therefore,
have been more unity of purpose and action among the
Russians, consequently more energy; this alone was
enough to enable them to achieve extensive conquests.

In truth, the attachment and submission of the Russians
to the family of Rurik is worthy of note; it is indubitable,
that the reign of that founder was succeeded by two mino-
rities, and that the two regencies were conferred by the
'fight of blood alone ; that the first devolved on an ambitious
prince, the second on a female, and that, nevertheless, the
two successors of Rurik ascended, peaceably and without
dispute, the military throne which had been so recently
founded.

¢ 2
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According to_the testimony of Nestor, in 945, the war-
cry of the most distinguished Russian chiefs, who had
placed at their head the infant grandson of Rurik, was,
‘1 Let us die for our Prince!” Tt has been seen that, to
make Askold and Dir fall at his feet, and Kief into his
bands, the regent Oleg had only to name and to produce
the son of Rurik.

In the war against the Drevlians, the regent Olga also
appears all-powerful; it was a war entirely of stratagem

“and treachery, such as becomes a woman, whom no war be-
comes: as she alone directed it, so she alone portioned out
the advantages which were derived from it. It is known,
too, that, shortly after, this same Olga left her states, went
to donstmtinople, and embraced Christianity there, with-
out her authority appearing to have been in the least shaken
by her absence, and herW cl}ange of ‘religion. The aristo-
cracy of Vladimir, her grandson,'is gven yet more asto-
nishing. Lastly, we see Yaroslaf giv{ng a code which be
gins with these words,* ¢ Behold your laws, for such is my
will” The despotic legitimacy of a single family on the
throne of Russia, gnust, it is obvious, have been deeply
rooted in the manners of these Northern barbarians. '

Add to this reason of their strength, resulting from
their union, that their religion was wholly warlike; that
they slew each other rather than surrender, being persuaded
that a prisoner was the slave of his conqueror, not only in
this world, but likewise in the next; and, finally, that,
either from their population having again swélled beyond
bounds and become burthensome, or from the remembrance
of the ancient and fortunate irruptions of their ancestors,
or from the excitement produced by some particular cause,
their imagination was fired by the genius of conqu?sts. The

* See Leclerc.
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greediness and ambition of these Normans were never more
enterprising. It was an absolute inundation; all of. them
I;anted .for booty, for fiefs, for serfs, either in Germany, or
in that part of France which has received from them the
name of Normandy, or in Great Britain, which they de-
nomir}ate‘d England, or in that vast Slavonia, which be-
came Russian under their dominion.

Another very operative cause of the rapid extension of this
empire, and of the superiority of the Russian Varangians
over the Slavonians, is to be found in several ancient and
modern writers. Ammianus and Pausanfas tell us, that
the Scythians and Sarmatians did not make use of iron in
their arms ; and Gibbon declares that the Esthonians were
vanquished by the Goths, because they had only clubs, and
noiron, for their defence. Malte-Brun adds, that the Varan-
gums armed with good cutlasses and sharp swords, casily
overcame the Slavomans, who had no other protection than
wooden s]uelds The iron mines of Sweden may thus have
been a cause of the conquests-made by its inhabitants, the
Varangians; as the first conquests of the Turks were the
consequence of the arms which they forged in the Altai,
while they were held in slavery. ’

We know, besides, that these Varangians were foot sol-
diers. Karamsin represents them, from the time of Svia-
toslaf, covered with helmets, breast-plates, and vambraces :
he states, that they had a system of tactics, and guarded
themselves regularly by outposts; that they marched in
close battaljons, accustomed to manceuvres; that their
camps, like those of the Normans in France, were sur-
rounded by ditches, palisades, and even by snares to entrap
the enemy, and that they sustained sieges in them. Ve
know, too, that their princes had a permanent guard,
maintained or paid, which might be termed noble, and of
which the individuals were distinguished and classed by
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vé.rio{l‘s denominations and titles. This was, no doubt, one

of the causes of their superiority over the Slavonians, who

were divided into ‘tribés, jndependent of each other, and
» who fought as they pleased, without rules, at randorm, and
. unconnectedly.

CHAPTER V.

ALL these considerations, however, are still far from
being sufficient ; they do not satisfactorily explain how,
formidable as those warriors might- be, it happened that
their scanty numbers could be diffused, without being lost,
amidst so many hostile people and territories. The fact
is, that all were not hostile. Novgorod the Great was not
single in calling upon the Varangians for succour. It ap-
pears, from a Russian tradition, that Kief, on the point of
being oppressed by the Khozars, implored Rurik, and
that, in consequence, that founder sent Askold thlther, or
permitted him to

In the conquering march of Oleg, we see that several of
the Slavonian tribes, already broken to the Novgorodian
yoke, followed the example of their metropolitan city.
About 882, Oleg, when he drove out the Khozars from
the country which now forms the governments of Vitepsk
and Tschernigof, said to the Severians, * I am the enemy
of the Khozars, not of you;” and he contented himself
with a trifling tribute. In 965, the Viatiches, Slavonians
of the banks of the Oka, solicited Sviatoslaf to aid them
against the Khozars. It was thus that the outrages of the
Khozars, the Tartar remains of the last Asiatic invasions,
and the dread inspired by the Patzinacites, other Tartars,
the forerunners of the great and final invasion which was
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impéhding, reduted, under the Russian sway, a part of the
Slavoni¢ tribés of 'European Ruama '
I These urifortitnate counitries were snuated between the in-
"Vasions frémt the morth "and the east, and (_:lose to the two
sources of those terrific inpndations; but the Russians
invaded for the purpose of ruling, the Tartars for that of
plundering : when, therefore, a choice became inevitable,
the Russians were preferred.

The circumstance which occasioned this difference of

conduct was, that the one party, penetrating into a milder
climate, was desirous to establish itself there; while the
other, finding the climdte less temperate than its own,
thought of nothing.but pillaging the inhabitants, that it
might return to its native home. The habits of the first,
also, were sedentary ; those of the other, migratory.

Lastly, as appears from a Russian chronicle, the con-
quest was consolidated by marriages similar to those.which
broughs it about. Rurik, who, as,this tradition says, was
the son of a Slavonian mother, married an Urnanian Slavo-
nian; his son Igor espoused Olga, whom the same author
affirms to have descended from the ancient Slavonian
princes.

It is true that, up to this period, if we may judge from
the treaty of Oleg with the Emperor Leo, the amalgama-
tion of the two people had not extended to the chiefs ; for
the names of Oleg’s twelve envoys, and of his boyards, are
all Scandinavian ; but, in the treaty between Igorwand the
successor of Leo, out of fifty names of Russian eunvoys,
which are affixed to it, three are Slavonian.

Under the regency of the Slavonian and Christian Olga,
the credit of the Slavonians could not but increase. It
appears even, that Sveneld, one of the most illustrious of
her vpiwodes, was a Slavonian. Lastly, which is a very
remarkable fact, subsequently to the time of that princess,
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- the hames of all the Grand-Princes'ire :Slavonian.,! Frons
that period, full of the Slavonian blood whithshad been-inx
fused into them, and finding themselves more masters of the
Slavonians, than they were_of the_intractable Varangians,
these Grand-Princes preferred the richest, the most civi-
lised, and the most numerous-af; the, two people, as well
as their language and their milder climate: this is proved
by the choice of their residence, and by their first codes

The Slavonians, therefore, as well as the Varangians,
ended by considering the descendants of Rurik as their
natural and legitimate sovereigns. The two people weré
united in the same fidelity. The fear of their common ene-
mies, the hope of pillage which drew them under the same
standards, and their union, in 988, in the religion of Christ,
accomplished the rest.

This passion for plunder was also one of the principal
cguses of the immense and premature growth of the Rus-
sian empire. At that periad, the rallying ery of the barba~.
rous nations was the spoil of the Roman empire. As soon
as a leader had boldness and resources to undertake :an
ex| odition against Byzantium, all the tribes rushed to
join bis standard. *The effect of this wasy to begin the
coalescence of so many different nations, to lead from the:
conquered country all its turbulent youth, and to keep
their fiery spirits occupied till it was broken-in to the new
yoke.

The drmy which, in 904, Oleg led against Byzantium,
is known to have been eighty thousand strongy and that
of Igor, his successor, was swelled, in so short an interval,
to four hundred thousand. Even the Patzinacites, those
natural Tartar enemiedQpf the Russians, united with Igor
“as soon 45 the object was to plunder Byzantium: It is,
therefore, not. in the least astonishing to se¢ the Princes of
Kief venture upon such enterprises, since they placed them
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at: the headiof the.tribes, Which,¥ere combined for, thein .
accomplishment:

CfIA?TER VI.

Brsipes, among thése Grand Princes, such was the
staté of circumstances, that every thing had a perpetiial
tendency to iaggrandizement. Their forces were kept up
by the Varangians, tvho hurried to replace those whb diedy
or were glutted with booty. BT

: As fresh swarms of barbarians were incessantly arriving,r
and as, in a country which they looked upon as their cou-
quest, they did not bend their conduct to that moderation
which their prince required of them, he was under the
necéssity of waging continual wars,. to find employment for
their restlessness.and their avidity. -

So difficult was # for them not to treat Novgorod like at
captive, that we find the Novgorodians, who paid theur,
compelled; by their etcesses, to massacre them; . 1
Viadimir to despatch townrds By}.mantium, to meet a
certain death, those identical Varangians who had scated
him on the throne of Kief. Because they had taken
that capital, they considered all the inhabitants as their
slaves, and wished them to pay a ransom: a proceed-
ing which did not accord with the views of the Russian
prince, who wasi no longer desirous to reign mercly over
an army, but to be the sovereign of all the conquered
nations.

It must especially be remarked, thi, up to this petiod, the
government of the Varangians, like that of all the othem
Normans, had been only a species of feudality, or rather
a military government, that of a barbarian armyy radelyl
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.disciplined,- estublished ramidst it$ cofquests:' thus,chiefs
-and soldiers wished to be dlways conquering:. » u

"When Igor, being advancéd in years, wa$ dnxious. for
irepose, his companions, or ¥ aithful Band}his- guard,in fact,
according to the annalists, forced him to goitd-war. Their
tude luxury did not restrain -them; the leaderd | had
governments, or rather cantonments, to acquire,* rand  all
these adventurers had an eye to the booty and the tributes
with which they enriched the magazine of the -prince, pr
of the secondary leaders at- whose expense they subsisted.

From the complaints of the warriors of this Igor; it
appears that, like the German princes, the Russian princes
furnished their Faithful Band with clothing, arms, horses,
und provisions. ¢ We are naked,” said to Prince Igor his
companions and guards, * while the eompanions of Sveneld
have beautiful arms and fine clothing. Come with us, to
levy contributions, that we may be in gbundance w1th
thee.”}

Every year, the Grand Prince left Kief in November,
with an army, and did not return till April, after having
visited his cities and received their contributions. When
the magazine of tie prince was empty, and the annual
tributes were not sufficient, there was a necessity for find.
ing other enemies, on whom to impose other tributes,} or
to treat as enemies the tribes that had submitted: this

* The Chronicle says of the Prince of Polotsk—<! He came from
beyond sea with Rurik, and had Polotsk under his sway. Rurik
subjugated Novgorod, and portioned out among his warlike leaders
the cities which depended on that republic. Rurik gave the city of
Ischora to his wife Efanda, who, as some say, was the sister of Oleg :
the Uglitsch and their tributes were given to their conquéror the
vaiwode Sveneld.”

1 See Karamsin, vol. i. page 193.

1 It was for this reason that the faithful band or guard, of Igor,
compelled him twice to march against Byzantium, and twice against
the Drevlians.
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latter case happened to Igor with the Drevlians, who, being
driven to extremity, massacred him, and the whole of his
iguard. This barbarian had not called to his assistance
any of his vaiwodes, or lieutenants, because he did not wish
to share with them the fruit of his extortions.

This ' vassalship without -fiefs, similar to that of the
ancient Germans, created a perpetual necessity for fresh
conquests. As the empire increased in magnitude, the
prince assigned such and such a district to such and such
a chief, with the condition of maintaining the warriors
who were his followers. These divisions, cantoned in this
conquered country, subsisted only on the tributes, never
quitted their arms, and overawed by their presence, or by
periodical visits, the subjugated provinces. It is for this
reason that the tribute from Byzantium, under Igor, was
shared among the cities where there were dukes. Witness
Constantine Porphyrogenitus promising to deliver to the
Russian envoys the tributes destined for Kief, Tschernigof,
Pereiaslaf, and the other cities.

With such men and such manners, this empire could
not fail to increase the more, from the circumstance of (he
military government (the only one which is practicable for
an extensive territory peopled by barbarians) being un-
known among the Slavonians, who had dwelt here from
time immemorial, and among whom no conqueror had
ever taken up his abode. This is why, before the time of
Rurik, no great empire could be formed here; and why,
as we have seen, he found the country divided into small
insulated republics, and easy to be conquered.

On this point let us remark, that this division was that
of every primitive people. From this we may conclude,
that the Slavonians were the first inhabitants of central
Russia. When we find a great empire in existence, we
must look to foreign nations for its founders.
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., ¢/But in,closing this.review of the principal causes of such
a-pradigious and papid aggrandizement, We must admire all
thatiwas done by Providence to,elevate thisempire, and in
how{ opportune a manner it produced great men, to found,
to consolidate, to extend, andito raise it up .again when
fallen. n

Here let us consider the duration and the spirit of theiy
reigns; two objects which, in the establishment of great
dynasties, are worthy of serjous attention.

Rurik reigned seventeen years, Oleg. thirty-four, Igor
thirty-seven; which- afforded to the Slavonians sufficient
tim¢ to become Russians. . ' .

Oleg was a great man, who, from Novgorod to Byzan-
tium, which| he, compelled to ransom itself, acquired so
much glory, that his new subjects looked upon*him as a
magician. |, |

Rest became necessary to the nation; Igbr, and then
Olga, reigned more, pacifically, Their new subjects were -
on the point of revolting; the celebrated vaiwode Sveneld
rastrained them.

The Russians were, perhaps, about to sink into, lethar-
£y aprince, a ferocious warrior, Sviatoslaf, inspired themy
with. his own fury, and restored to them all the roughness
of their ancient manners.

'Oleg had transferred the seat of government from Nov-
gorod to Kief; this Sviatoslaf, attracted by Byzantium,
determined to give it a still more eccentric direction, into
Bulgaria.* Had he succeeded, his successor would have
gone yet farther; and Rurik, instead of being the founder
of a mighty empire, would have been nothing more than
the principal leader of one of those vast and transient
irruptions of the Northern barbarians, who, till their extinc-

* Western Bulgarizr, the ancient Mosia.
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tion, wandeted over and' ravaged the-world. " But, Riflthe
Greck emperor Zimisces, Sviatoslaf et Iwithonifierd 1a8
peftinacious as himself, hnd with far'more talent; - and!shé
Russians, repulsed,-and confined within the limits of Rusl
sia, were.compelled to establish themselved there.

By another piece of good fortune peculiar to this em!
piré] there'had 'hitherto, at each acdession, been only a
éingle heit to thé throne, and cohsequently' no opportu-
nity for a partition. The state, therefore, was enabled
to gain coherence at the outset; but, in 973, it was on
the verge of ‘being broken up by a civil war, the result of
Sviatoslaf having divided it between his three children
Fortunately, Vladimir, the most talented of the three, had
Novgorod and the brave Varangians for his portiot s
they made him master of the: whole ¢émpire, which: he
raised to the summit of its Gothic glory, and rendered
Christian.

Russin, however, was’ irrevocably ruined by the new
breaking fato fragments among the twelve children of
that prince? Not so! Again it chanced, that Yaroslaf,
the most capable of them all, had Novgorod and the va-
liant Varangians for his share; for the second time they
united in a single hand the whole of the empire, of which
Yaroslaf was the father and the legislator.

But that prince again partitioned the state among his
offspring; and Providence, tired of perpetually raising
up ‘this wretched empire, at length abandoned it to its evil
genius.
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CHAPTER VII.

THE Russian empire, under Vladimir and Yaroslaf, at-
tained’ the summit of its Gothic greatness. To form a
right estimate of its expansion, let us cast a glance over
the reign of those sovereigns.

In 980, Vladimir conquered the throne by fratricide;
he retained it,.for thirty-five years, by glory.

His sceptre, or his sword, stretched to the Ouralian
mountains, towards the Caspian, into Taurida, and over
Gallicia, Lithuania, and Livonia.

This lascivious despot had six wives and eight hundred
concubines, by whom he had ‘these twelve ‘sons among
whom he partitioned the empire. He did violence with -
impunity to his female subjects, though this is the rock
on which tyrannie§ usually split: Rogneda, Princess of
Polotsk, whose family he had massacred, he brutally com-
pelled to marry him.

Nevertheless, his rude greatness, and the rumours of
his great warlike exploits, awakened the attention of the
neighbouring religions: four of them hastened to contend
for his conversion: but Vladimir rejected Mahometanism,
because it interdicted wine, which, he said, ¢ was indis-
pensable to Russians, and was their delight ;” Catholicism,
offered to him by the Germans, he disliked, because of its

ope, an earthly deity, which appeared to him an unex-
ampled thing ; and J maism, because it had no country,
and because he thought it neither rational to take advice
from wanderers punished by Heaven, nor tempting to par-
ticipate in their punishment.
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But, at the same time, his attention was fixed by the
Greek religion,* which his ancestress Olga had followed,
and which had recently been preached to him by a philo-
sopher of Byzantium. He summoned his council, took
the opinion of his boyards, of the elders of the people,
and deputed ten of them to examine those religions in dis-
tant lands, even in their native temples. '

Hitherto, notwithstanding their Beli-Bog and their Tcher-
ni-Bog, (white.god and black god,) and whatever they might
have gathered from the followers of Zoroaster and of Odin,
it is affirmed that the Slavonians had not even dreamt of
the existence and perpetual struggle of a.good and an
evil principle ; with different denominations, these pagans
had a mythology similar to all others ; that is to say, they
had not only deified their passions, biit also their tastes,
and the chief objects of their hopes and fears.

The envoys of the Grand Prince, meanwhile, plain down-
right men, went forth, and returned ; Mahometanism and
Catholicism they had seen only in poor and barbarous pro-
vinees, while they witnessed the Greek rligion in its mag-
nificent metropolis, and adorned with all its pomp: they did
not hesitate. Instantly convinced, Vladimir marched to
conquer priests and relics at Cherson: having done this,
he, by his threats, extorted from the Greek empire a prin-
cess, whom he married, and became a Christian.

¥ The Greek schism began in 857, when the patriarch Photius ex-
communicated Pope Nicholas 1., because the Roman Church ordered
fasting on Saturday, allowed milk food in Lent, cut off the first week
from that season of mortification, forbad priests to marry, and per-
mitted them to shave their beards; and, lastly, maintained that the
Holy Ghost proceeded not only from the Father, but also from the
Son., The other differences consisted in administering the sacrament
in both kinds, in baptism by immersion, and in the Greek liturgy,
and the whole of its service, being in the vulgar tongue,
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"Playing the tyrant to Heaven as he did to earth, his pa-
gan divinities, those divinities which he had formed entirely
of gold, and fattened with Christian blood, he now stripped
for the sake of Christ, like disgraced favourites 1 he went
still further ; he ordered them to be dragged to execution
at the tails of horses ; they were loaded with blows by his
guards, and were thrown into the Dnieper.

The prince who thus treated the gods of Russia, was not
more forbearing towards the men ; he commanded them to
become Christians on a certain day and hour: he com-
manded, and whole tribes were pushed, on like flocks,.
and collected on the banks of rivers, to receive the
Greek, baptism. One crowd, succeeded to another, and to
each of these, inrmass, was given the name of a saint. He
next carried to excess the virtues of Christianity, as he had
formerly carried the, vices of Paganism; he wasted the
revenues of the state in alms, in pious fodndations, and in
public repasts, to imitate the lpve-feasts of ithe primitive
Christians ; be no longer dared to shed the blood of ¢rimi-
nals, or even of the enemies of the country.

From this exaggeration, however, he was soon reclaimed;
and he then founded cities, into which, he trapsplanted his
savage 'subje‘cts. He established schools, to which he com-
pelled the principal Russians to send 'their children: for
his power appears to have been unbounded.

This rough-hewn Colossus has a claim to a page of his-
tory, since to him Russia is indebted for a religion, entirely
spiritual, for its first seeds of instruction and civilization,
for its highest degree of Gothic glory.

But he undid every thing by the partition of the empire
among his offspring. Yaroslaf, one of them, vefused to
pay him the tribute of his principality. His revolt eaused
Vladimir to die of grief; it punished him for bis portioning
out, the empire in appanages

[

i
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This fault, however, was so pertinaciously repeated, sub-
sequently to the period of that Grand-Prince, that we
must look for the ¢ause of it rather in the manners of the
times, and the necessity of circumstances; than in the im-Y
providence of duch men.

These partitions were indispensable: A ecity was given
to a prince to make provision for one part of his subsis-
tence; another «ity for another part of his expenditure:
there was no other means of providing for the objects.

And, besides this, as the mﬂitary leaders, such as Rogvo-
lod of Polotsk, Svéneld, and the dukes, who are mentioned
in the early treaties with Byzantium, were possessed of
fiefs, or govemmenté, it was not hatural that the princes of
the blood should remain without them. It would even
have been more dangerous to leave such large and distant
portions of . power in the hdnds of men who were not rela-
ted to the dynasty.

This may induce us to believe, that the massacre of the
family of Rogvolod by Viadimir, and the brutality by which
that prince compelled the sole surviving hviress to marry
him, arose from the citcumstancé of that family, only al-
led to the Ruriks, having already converted Polotsk into
an hereditary ficf.

Besided, what cduld have been done with the Russian
princes of the blood #  Were they to be forced to;live in
the court, and at the éharges of the Grand-Prince, without
any command, and merely as subjects of the first rank?
But, at that time, this would have been contrary to the na-
ture of things ; and is practicable only wherelong experience
and advanced civilization have made the general interest
predominant.  Could these princes be shut up in serag-
lics P There were none in Russia; their existence there is
impewsible.  The climate stimulates too much to all hinds
of activity ; it is hostile to effeminacy, and to a contempla.

D
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tive life: what gratification, could,. they «{Possibly afford }
Those seraglios were looked upon; therg ag intplerable, pri-
sons: | ''What, then, was tg be done ?, Was ‘t]le genealogj:
“cal' tree to be pruned in every- genergtion? Were, the -
princes to be lopped from it like, useless branches ? But -
neither did. the climate prompt to. sych extreme mean
the spirit of Christianity, foo, which was then ip allitg ferr
vour, was repugnant to, them /This spirit had g much
more powerful influence over the thinking people of the
North, than aver the lmpasswned people of the South,
and of, that East whence it came, but vhere it cquld not
rémain.-

Sviatopolk, the successor of Vladlmu', did, however,
in| 1015, cpnceive such atrocities. But, as a plurality of
wives, and licentiousness of manners, had multiplied the
princes of the blood ;* as, also, the appanages, ahd the vast-
ness of the territory, kept those princes at’a wide distance
from, each other, his attempts on the lives of his brothers
¢ould not be simultaneously executed: one of the intended
victims escaped, and by him Sviatopolk was punished.

This was Yaroslaf ; he hurled him from the throne.
That, throne, however, loaded as he was with a triple fra-
tricide, the monster re-ascended by a, parricide ; by laying
open, for the first time, the heart of his country to the
attacks of the Poles. But then, thinking his sway ﬁx:mly
established, he wished to rid himself by treachery of his
allies, who, abandoning him to his own- resources, allowed
him to fall for the second and last, time, and todie of fear,
while he was flying from the avenging sword of Yaroslaf.

Of the nine earliest princes of this first dynasty, and
first period, this is the fifth great man. His'reign Degan

g

- 0 Wltness Sviatopolk, who made na distipetion bgmqan his bastards
and his legitimate offspring.
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i)y ‘thie sWo¥d’s" Luit it waé hot With the' splendour of the
dwbrd thiad a5 to shire. Yet, with a single blow, he
destroyed fhe"P'atnnacltes It is known, too,’ that- the
riladé Tmhself felt b§ Finland, Livonia, Lithuania, and Bul™®
gar{)a for''d thoment; he 'fnspn'ed even Byzantium with
dréad. '"But the majority of these expeditions was en-
ti‘dsted to lietitenants : little glory was reaped from them;
tlie ]ast even teriminated disgracefully the wars of the Rus-
slans ‘against the Greeks.

! A the same timé, after the Novvorodmns had twice re-
p’laciec\ 'Yaroslaf én the' paramount throne, we see him again
precipitated from it by the efforts of his brother ‘Mstis
laf but this prince of Tmutaracan stopped him midway
in his fall ; he generously restored to him ‘one half of this
émpire, the immensity of which is sufficiently indicated by
Novgorod ®and Tmutaracan,® the original’ appanages of
these two princes.

Sevén years of a singular good understanding succeeded
to the short contést between the warrior and the legisla-
tor; after which the death of Mstislaf left Yaroslaf sole
possessor of this shapeless and colossal empire. It Was,
then, not td the genius of war that he owed his power end
hi$ rehown ; it was to a genius of another kind. In Ya
roslaf the Wise, Russia especially reveres its first legisla-
tor, the foundet of the liberty of Novgorod, the creator of
a great nimbet’ of ¢ities.

It admiré$ in this ptince the disseminator of instruction
and Of civiliZation. Tt was he who caused the Holy Scrip-
tures to be translated into Slavonian: with his own hand

* Novgorad, whose possessions bordered on the Baltic: Tmutara-
can, the key to the confluence of the Sea of Azof with the Black Sea.
See the inseription discovered in the isle of Taman, under Cathe-
¥ine I{,, and the dissertation by Muschin-Puschkin. Seé also
Imvesque, and Karamsin.

v 2
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he transcribed several copies of them. Russia is indebted
to him for many schools, and, among others, for that in
which three hundred young Novgorodians were educated.
" Its history still tells of the throng of Greek priests whom
he invited, the only teachers that c’ould then be given to ™’
the people.

It applauds his toleration of the Ingrian and Livonian
idolaters ; his enlightened protection of the wothen of Suz-
dal, who were accused of sorcery. These hapless females
were about to become the victims of a people exasperatéd
by famine, which they attributed to their magical incan-
tations; he saved them; for his piety was as free from
superstition and weakness, as it was possible to be id that
age.

The Russian church owed to him a momentary free-
dom, which his children ‘renounced: Undismiyed by the
thunders of the mother church, it was he who resolved
that the appointment of Russian bishops, and their coun-
cils for the election of metropolitans, should be indepen-
dent of the patriarch of Byzantium.

Already Russia rises.from its long obscurity : Viadimir
and Yaroslaf have made it European’ by their contuiesty
towards the West, by religion, by the s¢eds of knotw-
ledge, and by their alliances; the Haughters-inlaw of
Yaroslaf are Greek, German, and English princessés; his
sister is queen of Poland; of his daughtets, oné¢ is queen
of Norway, the second, queén of Hungaty, the third,
queen of France.* ‘

Yet a code for the empire is still wanting, and that,
too, it receives from Yaroslaf.

* The consort of Henry 1.
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CHAPTER VIII.

I i§, (;'hieﬁy Jin the codes of barbarians that we must
look, for their history. The earliest Russian code was
{written about the year 1018, and, in the first instance, for
Novgorod alone.

From thjs, however, we are not to econclude that no laws
jexisted before the time of Yaroslaf, a circumstance which
is impossible, z{s, prior to the reign of Rurik, there were
large commercial cities; Besides, there are traces of them
1n the treaties concluded by Igor and Oleg with Leo and
Constantine. But we know that, before the conquest of it,
Slavonia was divided into numerous hunting, pastoral,
agricultural, and commercial tribes, each of which had its
laws or its usages, The Russians came, eammingled under
thejr dominion all these tribes, and, likewise, their laws and
customs, and blended with them something of their own
Scandingvian laws.

It appears that neither the one nor the other were writ-
ten; and as the first Grand-Princes did not perplex them-
selves with attempts to make them harmonize; as they
thqught of pothing but conquering, and estimated their
power solely by their warriors, and the tributes which those
warriors gained, for them;* this occasioned a confusion of
the laws and customs, in which many of them were lost,

* When Sviatoslaf was intending to establish himself at Periaslaf,
he said, * The Greeks supply me with gold, costly stuffs, rice, fruits,
and wine; Hungary furnishes cattle and horses; from Russia I draw
honey, wax, furs, and men.”
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and ‘such sinister conseljiientes, that!Y aroslafiivas compel-
led to frame ad. ordinance; t prévent ithes most! grievous
anarchy from ruining' the ¢ity of Novgotod, which,was the
only one that was IEf't under his sway.

Thls event was, no doubt, the immediate cause of the
code; and, partlculdrly, of the very remarkable charter, of
the Novgorodian franchises. o 'l

The chronicle of that period says, that| in 1018, Novgo!
_ rod, being driven to despair by the Varahgians, did justice
for {tsdlf by slaughtering them ; that the irritated prince
avenged this violence by the massacre of the principal Nov-
gorodians, whom he had inveigled into his palace; but
that at this mbment was spread the news of Sviatopolk’s
triple fratricide; that, then, Yaroslaf, threatened by his
brother, and finding himself without guards, and deserted
by his subjects, sought the latter, and threw himself weep-
‘ing inté their arms, which they stretched out to him with-
out retaining any animosity, which they employed on his
behalf, and by means of which they twice raised him to the
supremacy of thé empire.

Without some explanation, this fact is wholly impro-
bable. That Yaroslaf may have softened thé Novgorodians
by his repentance, is possible; but that he should instant-
ly have converted them into an army most devdted and

petsevering in his cause, is not credible, unless we sup-
pose an interchange of benefits, 3 compact, in short, be-
tween the Prince and his people. Besides, the epoch of
the revolt, of the vengeance and the reconciliation, agrees
with the date of the franchises which Yaroslaf conceded to
the Novgorodians, and with that of his code.

This ¢ode js remarkable. It is despotism which' pro-
mulgates it. « Respect this ordinance: it must be the
rule of your conduct. Such is my will."*

% Le¢lerc.
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