


Def. Doc. No. 1079 |
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY TRIBUNAL FOR THE FAR EAST
THE UNITED STATES OF ANMERICA, et al.
V8=
ARAKI Sadao, et al.
- Defendants =
APPIDAYLIZ
KAMEYAMA

Having first duly sworn on oath as on thgo attached sheety
in accordance with the procedure prevailing 1in my country, 4
hereby depose as follows:
1. I entered the Japanese Foreign lMinistry in Jebruary 1922,
and served as Chief of the Cable Sectlion of the minlstry from
‘.F September 19,0 to October 19//2, I shall state herein matters
which came to my knowledge in the course of my of'ficial business
in that position.

s s On 7 Degccember 19,1 a telegram was sent by Forelgn Ministo
Togo to Ambassador Nomura 1n Washington to the effect that the AF
and UP news-agencies were reporting that the State Department had
made public that the Pres 1ldent had secnt a personal telegram tO
the EZmperor, and that the matter should be investigated 2and 2
report made (Def. Doc. No. 1401-F=3 ). Simultaneously the Ambas-
sador had sent a telegram dated 6 December to the effect that the
Prosident was reported to have sent a telegram TO the Lmperor
(Def. Doc. 1101-Z=3 ). I, as Chief of the Cable Section of the
Foreign Ministry, was aware of thesc two telegrameg, out I did not
sae the contents of the reported telegram of the Fregsident at that
time. I recall that only on 8 December, as I remember it, was I
{nformed by the American Bureau of the Forecign Ministry that a
personal tzlegram of the President had been transmitted from the
American Ambassador to our handse.

. 32, The Cable Sectlon of fthe Foreign Ministry used to obtaln
copies of coded teclegrams tO ind from diplomatic and consular
representatives in Japan for the purpose of research in coding
technique. As a matter of fact, the Cable Secction sent messengers
to the competent section of the Communicatlons Ministry to receilve
such copies, and their rcceipt by the Foreign Ministry was delaycd
one or two days after receipt by the Communicatlons linistry. It
was the custom at the time that the code-research group of the
Cable Scction did not work Saturday afternoons and sundays. AS
T December 19;1 was a Sunday, there was nobody worlking in the
afternoon of the 6th and all day the 7th. It was not possible,
conscquently, for the rforeign Ministry to have decoded the telegr»
of the Fresident on 7 December.,

Presumably the code-research group of the Foreign Ministry
in the usual course received the President's telegram in codo
from the competent sectlon of the Communications Ministry on 8 or
9 December. (Foreign telegrams in code were not recclved by me,
but went directly to members of the code=-research group and were
dealt with by them.) The personncl of the group at that timo was
very small, and only about flve were engaged in research on the
Anglo-American codes. The situation was therefore that, of the
coded telegrams received daily, only a small proportion of the de=-
eodable ones was actually decoded. In addition, the Forelign
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Ministry rccelved some decoded telegrams, mainly from the -rmy

1igh command. ‘There is nothing to show that the FPresident's tolae
gram was decoded by the Foreign Ministry, nor anything to show

that it received a decoded copny thereof from the Army hizh comiande
For, all such telegrams which were either decoded by tho codge
research group or obtained by the group in decoded text were sube
mitted to me as Chief of Cable Section, and I have no rascollectlion
of having seen the decoded telegram of the Prosident's message.

e It is truz, as has been stated, that the code-research
eroup of the Foreign Ministry received in those days from the
compctent section of the Communications Ministry telegrams sent
and received by diplomatic and consular reprecsentatives in Japang
but it had nothing to do with the delivery and dispatch of thoro
telegrams by the Communications Ministry. The codee-rssecarch group
of the Foreign Ministry merely obtained coples of thosc telegrams
from the competent section of the Communications Ministry after
they had been delivered or dispatched as the case might be. The
Toreign Ministry never intervensd 1n the delivery or dispatch of
those foreign telegrams. The Foreign lilnistry thus had nothing
to do with any delay in the delivery to the American Embassy of
the tslegram of the Presidont.

5¢ I reecall that I rcceived the original copy of the memoe
randum of the Japancse Government to the “Ynited States prior to
the start of the war in the afternoon of 6 December 1951 from the
section in charge of the matter (the first section of the American
Pureau), and had it coded immediately in fourteen parts. The
results of an investigation made at the Tokyo Central Telcgraph
Office and reported to me by my subordinates at my order 1in
December 191 showed that the first thirteen parts were telegraphed
from the cable room of the Foreiosn liinistry to the Central Tele-
graph Office between 8:30 P.lM. on the O6th and 12:20 A.M. on the
7th, and that the latter cabled thoem to the United States between
10:10 P.M. on the 6th and 1:50 A.ll. on the Tth.

The dispatch of the fourtzenth part was withheld, at the re-
quest of the section in charge of the matter, untll notlice should
be given by them. That section requested at about L P.M. of the
7th that it be cabled, and steps were immediately taken to that
end., Of this part the same text was sent through the MKY and the
RCA, two American cable companies,at an hour's interval 1n order
to assurc speedy and accurate receipt in Washington. The report
of the same investigation discloscd that the fourtceenth part was
cabled from the Céntral Telegraph Office at 5 P.M. on the {th
through MKY and at 6 P.lM. on the 7th through RCA.

6. Prior to the dispatch of our memorandum, an instruction
had been sent from the Foreign Mriety at 8:50 P.M. on 6 December
to the effect that as soon as our memorandum to the Unitaed States
had been received preparation of the document and all the necessary
arrangements ware to be made so that the memorandum might be handed
to the United States at any time upon the receipt of the instructim
to deliver 1t (Exhibitiuiuy). ihis telegram was sent,. according to
the abovew=sald investigation,' from tho Central Telegraph Office to
the United States at 9:10 FP.li. on the 6th.

7. The instruction to hand the memorandum to the United Statos
at 1 P.M., 7 December, Jashington time (_xhibit 1213 ), was cabled
through two channels, IIKY and RCA, to malke surce of speedy and ac-
curate delivery, and investigation showed that 1t was sent Irom
the Central Telegraph Office to the Qnitud States at 6:30 PeM,,

7 December, through the MKY, and at 6:28 P.M. through the RCA.
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8. One technical error was discovered Dy 2An examination
conductad immediately after the coding, in one »f the first thire
teen parts of the coded telegram (I recall that it was somethlng
like the dropping of one line), and a telegram of corroctlon was
immediately sent (1t was, of course, a very simple one). <1ho
axact time of dispatech of this telegram of correction cannot b
learned, the record kept in the Cable Section having becn dese
troyed by fire; but it cannot have been latser than the early
hours of the 7th, because several telegraph clerks werc on duty
throughout the night of the 6th to the Tth.

There was one more telegram of correction, replacing one
word in the original text of the memorandum The original toxt of
the telegram shows that it was cabled from the Forelgn Minlstry
to the Central Telegraph Office at 7:20 P.M., 7 December (Defa
Doc. No., 2050=A ). In the light of the then prevailing situation.
this telegram should have been sent from the Central Telegrarh
Office to the United States not more than an hour after 1tes dis-,
patch from the Foreign Ministry to the Central Telegranh Office °

8(a) For convenience of reference, the comnarative TSkyS
and Washington times for the hours mentioned above are as follow$
(the time-differcence being 1!} hours): i

Tokyo Time Washington Time

Date Ho ur _ :l?___a__i.:_g_ Hour

Instruction to Yiacshington to
prepare memorandum immediately
upon receipt, sent to Central
Telegraprh 6ffice

Instruction to VYashington to

prepare memorandum immedlately

upon receipt, sent from Central

Telegraph Off1ice 9:10 P.M.

13 parts of memorandum sent from
Cable Scetion to Central Tclee 6th 8:30 P.M.
graph Office Tth 12:20 A.M.

13 parts of memorandum scnt from 6th 10:10 P.M.
Central Telegraph Office 7th 1:50 A.M.

First Section,American Burcau,
ordered 1llith part sent 7th :00 P.l.

1lith part sent to Central
Telegraph Office 7th L 3 P.M.

1th part sent from Central
Telegraph Office Via MKY Tth : P. M.
Via RCA 7t1‘l . PaMe

Instruction to deliver memorandum
at 1 P.lM., 7 December (Washington
time) sent to Central Tel. Offic Tth

Instruction to deliver memorandum

at 1 P.M.,7 December (Washington

time) sent from Central Tcl.Office
Via RCA 7th
Via MKY Tth

Cable correcting one word 1in
memorandum sent to Central Tele=

graph Office Tth
-
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9« Knowing that, the communications conditions between Japan
and the United States at that time being gencrally very good, 1t
did not take more than 30 minutes to an hour for communication,

I ordered those varlous messages sent on the supposition that the
times of their arrival in Washington would be (Washington time)s

(a) the telegram instructing greparation of the document and
other necessary matters, at about 8 A.M., 6 December:;

(b) tho first thirtecn parts of the memorandum, approximately
between 9 A.M., and 1 P.M, of the 6th;

(¢) the fourteenth part of tho memorandum, betweon l} and 5
A.M, of the 7th;

(c) the toelegram of instructions of the time of delivering
memorandum, at about 5:30 A.M, of the T7th.

All the telegrams concerning the Japanese-American negotiatior:
were handled as "Government" and in view of the tenscness of the
situation at that time, the American telegraph companies presumably
handled the telegrams concerning the negotiations specedlly., Sup-
posing it to have taken as long as two hours for delivery to the
Japanesc Embassy in Washington after receipt in the United States,
it may be assumed that the telogram in (a) of the preceding para-
graph was delivercd to the Embassy at about 10 A.M,, 6 December,
that in (b) botween 11 A.,M. and 3 P.M. on the 6th, that in (c)
between 6 and 7 A.M. on the Tth, and that in (d) at about 7350 A.M,
on the Tth, As to the two telegrams of correction, the one cor-
recting the technical error should have been delivered to the
Embassy at latcst prior to the delivery of the fourteenth part of
the memorandum; and the other, correcting one word in the text of
the memorandum, should have been delivered by 9:30 A.M. of 7
December at the latest.

10. Those teclegrams sent from the Foreipgn Ministry to the
Japancse Embassy in Washington subscquently to the dispatch of tho
thirteen parts of the memorandum which were received by the Embassv
toward the late hours of 6 December and in the morning of the 7th
are as follows, according to ry memory and as disclosed by the
telegrams themselves: (a) correction of technical error; (b)
instruction to keep strict sccrecy (Exhibit 1217); (e¢) the four-
teenth part of the momorandum (Def. Doc. No. 20h55; (a) Inouir-
about the Prosident's tclegram to the Emperor (Def. Doc. No. 1l(" -
F=3); (e) instruction indicating the time of delivering the
memorandum (Exhibit 1218); (f) instruction to destroy the coding
machine; (g) the linister's greeting to Ambassadors Nomura and
Kurusu; (h% greeting of the Director of the Amarican Burcau to
Counselor Iguchi and other members of the Embassy; (1) instruction
indicating the number of the final telegram; and (j) correection o.
one word 1In the text of the memorandum (Def. Doc. No. 2050-1)., If
my memory serves me corrcctly, the telegram corrcecting one word in
the text of the memorandum was the last.

All those telegrams except the fourteenth part of the memo-
randum were slmple onces composcd of not morec than a few lincs.
The deeoding, by one coding machine, of the fourtecenth part would
have taken twenty or thirty minutces but cach of the rest of them
would have been decoded 1n ten or fiftecen minutes each. All thoso
telegrams therefore could have been deccoded in about two hours.

The Embassy had been instructcd to the effect that there
should always be some clerks on duty in the c¢able scetion. Morec-
over, an lnstruction had been scnt to the effect that the document
and all the nccossary preparations were to bc made ready beforehanc
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(Exhlbit 1216). In these circumstances the Foreign Ministry ¢
these telerrams to the Japanes@ Dmbassy in Washlngton with thc
conviction that even if a considerablc amount of time should
necessary lor typlng the memorandum, there would he a sulilic!
amount of time so that our memorandum be handed to ths
Statcs without fail at 1 P.M., 7 December, Waslin-ton tl.
ll. Allowing for the decoding of the first bLl.lrt
of' the memorandum to the United States to taks six ]

| il =

1)1 8
half at the longest, I assumed that the decoding would %
completed by 9:50 P M., 6 Deceomber, Washington time, sven
decodling was started after the last of the thirtececn had
As a matter of fact, each part should have been deccodaed
28 1t had arrivad, so that the writing of the cl:an cop:
mamorandum could have been started before 9:30 F.lM. (theo 18 1)
tiong for the preparation of thz memorandum having »e2n sont

the memorandum 1itself was cabled), Moreover, tha telacram mal:ing:

the technical cerrection concerning one of the thirtcon parts was
scnt by the early morning of 7 December, and ther: iyas no doubt
that 1t was sent before the fourtcenth part of the memorandum
(the arrival of the fourtecenth part at the mbassy is assumed to

. have bcen between 6 and 7 A.M., 7 December). Consequently the
tmbassy must have received the telegram on the technical corrcec-
tion by 7 A.M., 7 December, Vashington time, by the latest, nd

. couvld have decoded it without delay. The last telegram, correcting
one word In the text of the memorandum, should have bcen reccivid
and decoded not lator than 10 A.M., 7 December, ashin~ton tire.
Therefore, cven if the officers and clerks of the .mbassy concerned
had taken a normal rest from 6 to 7 o'clock, the full text of the
entire memorandum in fourtecn parts could have been writicn in

clean copy by 11 A.M., 7 December, Washinston time, Ly ths latest.

ur‘ L 8

2., It having become known in the Forcigon !!Inlstry through

radlio braodcast from America that the deliveory of th: nicmorandum
to the United States on 7 December had been delayed in Wishington,
Foreipn Minister T5g0 instructed me upon the return of the Zmbass
staff from the United States to conduct an investigation of the
matter. In the course of the inventication which I accordingly
. carried out, it was reportced to me by one of the telegranh clerks
of the imbassy in Washington whe returnzd on the exchange boat

. in August 19l:2 that thoe instruction for »reparation of the memo-
randum so that it could be handed to th: United States any tire
b | 1 . 2 | ~ f =
had been received by the imbassy in the forncon of 5 December,

s A

“iagshington time; that the memorandum had started to arrive at

_

the Lmbassy from about noon of the same day, and the thirteen parte
had been decoded by about 11 P,M. of the same day; that the fowr-
teenth part of the memorandum had arrived at the Lmbassy by about

{ AdMe of the 7th; and that the telegraph clorks of the LM assy
finished decoding the fourteenth part about 12:20 F.li. Kondo, and
the other telegraph clerks of the kmbassy at that time who returncd
home in March 1946 en the boat repatriating the Javansse diplomats

Irom Europe, reportcd in general to the same cffect.

13. The Forcign Ministry was often asked by other povernment
agencics to obtain information concerning cconomic, financial,
military and other matters abroad, and instructed its 2stablish-
ments abroad to obtain and report such data. Since the mathering
of such information and their eommunication to the govornment
agencles which had asked for them had no dircct rcelationship to
the declsion and execution of diplomatic policies, fnstructions of
such nature, when cabled, werc generally drafted by officers*in
the scctlion in charge of the mattor and, with the approvall of the.
bureau dircctor and the section chief, or somotimcs of the scetion
chief only, were forwarded to the Cable Section for dispatch. In
practice, therefore, the Minister and the Vicc-Minister had nothir -
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to do with sueh telegrams, and they were gencrally dealt with at
the responsibility of the burcau dirocctor, or more oftcen that of
the chief of scetion, in charge of the matter. When a talegram
of information in responsc to such instructions was roecived,

the Cable Section forwarded it to the burcau dircector and tho
Scetion chief concerned, and the scetion in charge saent 1t to the
government agency which had asked for it. Parallel with such proe
cecdure, the Cable Section sometimes sent coples of such tclegrams
directly to the government agencles which had mads the recuest,
out that praetice was a supplementary measurc to mect thoir
oXcecutive roegquircments.

All telegrams sent from the Foreign Ministry to its catablishe
ménts abroad were sent in the name of tho Forelign tnlgtore and
all the telegrams from its overscas establishments to theo 0 ¢l
Ministry werc addressed to the Foreign Minister. Of theee tolge
grams, however, the Forcign Minister examined only those telcorans
which were deemed important, and therc were many which were not
orougcht to his attontion. Whilc I was Chief of the Cable Section,
Uor Instance, some two hundred telegrams were rocelved and some
on¢ hundred dispatched daily, only about one tenth of which were
submitted to the Foreign Minister for examination.

I recall that, while I was Chier of the Cable Scetion, instrue
tions were saent for gathering information concerning the movement
of' warships and merchant vessals in Hawaii, lanila, Java and other
placcs, and that telegrams in reply thereto were reccived. Those
communications werc: all dealt with in accordance with the proccdure
above described, and I have no recollection that any of themn,
c¢ither sent from or reeceived by the Foreipen wministry, was submitt
for review to the Foreign Minister or the Vicc=Minister.

€ .
QATIE

In accordance with my conscicnco I swear to tell the whole
truth, withholding nothing and addine nothing.

Kimeyama Kazujl (scal)

On this 13th day of August 1947

At Tokyo

DLPONENT  Kameyama Kazuijl (scal)

1, Nishi Haruhiko, heraby certify that the above statemont
was sworn to by tho deponecnt, who affixod his silgnature and szal
theroto in the prescenece of this wiltness.

On the same dato
At Tokyo

“itness: ©Nishi Haruhiko (scal)
Translation Certificato
___‘-—'—-_-—-———___.____—_______—

I, Nishl Haruhiko, of the Uafense, hareby certlfy that I am
conversant with the Lnplish and Japancsa languages, and that the
foregoling is, to the best of my xnowledge and belief, a corract
translation of the original document.

Nishi Haruhiko
Lokyo
15 August 19,7 -f) -




