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INTERNATIONAL MILIT.RY TRIBUN.LL FOR THE F.R ELST

THE UNITED SI/TES OF .LMERIC.L, et al
-VS8 =

IRIXI, Sadao, et al

Sworn Deposition (Translation)

Deponent: YOSEID., Hideri

.
L ! e d

Having first duly-'sworn an oath as/an attached 'sheet and in secordance
with the procedure followed in my country I hereby depose as follows.
1. My name is YOSHID., Hidemi. I was formerly a captain in thc Japenese

Navy and from October 10, 1941 to the end of Morch, 1945 was assigned

to the First 8¢ction of the Neval Affairs Burcau in the Nevy Ministry.
My dutics werce concerncd cxclusively with matters rclating to naval
facilitics and cquipment ineluding plancs, ships and thc defensc
installations on the Mendated Islands. Prior to taking over this

position I spent two months with my predcecessor, Captain MIW., now

| of
dcececsed, in concentrated study of althho intricatc dctails concerned

with the work of this office. This invelved the study of a tremendous
volume of documents which supplied me with o nccessary background on the
work I was to perform.

I wish to speak bricfly about the view of the Naval /ffairs Bureau

conccrning the question of strengthening facilitics on the Mendated
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3.

Islonds. It was our contention thet the South Sea Islands were so

situated geographically as to corstitutc the bulwerk of sca dcfense for

Japan ond henee we termed it the first line of defense for our country.

Wc felt that if these islahds fell into the hands of an cnemy it would
have mecant certain defeat for Japan. Hence it was but natural thot the
Navy wes dcsirous of installing on these islands or somec of them such
rdlitary defensive mecasurcs as would satisfy our nccd for sccurity.
Were it not for trcoty restrictions we would have earricd out defensive
construetions on thesc islands with no hesitation. This meotter wes

discussed at various occosions and the overwhelming opinion was that we

of

could not place fortifications upon these islands beccausc Aftho existing

treaty rcstrictions. /[ind weighing the security of our country against

the existing trecaty restrictions it was definitely concluded thot we must

remain faithful to the treaty obligations.
Therein lay the most serious problem facing the Navy - namcly, the

necessity of refraining from installing defensive constructions on the
Islands in pcact time and yct to be rcady for any cventuality during
those threcatening times. It was along this linc and facing this problem
that I carriecd on my study.

The qucstion as to whether certain installations on the Mendated Islands
were cultural or industriel in naturc or whether they were military was
sometimes difficult to settlec. It is true that many installations
capable of full usage during peace times were later convertcd into war

timc assets. The South Sea Islands were under the adnministration of the

.
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South Soa Board. The said Beard, in 1935, laid dowm the ten yecar program
for the decvelopment of these islands. It was in pursuancce of that
prograrm that construction of cultural and industrial focilitics hed been
storted. The Navy gove its assistance sormcwhet a2long the following lincs:
(1) In 1933 the Navy carricd out 2 survey of the farms developed by the
Burcau on the islands of Saipan and Pcgen to ascertein whether or not
they might scrve as forced lending fields for plones. Beginning in
1934 the Bureou startecd progrem of opening acrial corrmunicctions
between the Islands with the sole view of facilitoting rescuc vwork
in case of shipwreck, togecther with assisting fishermen in locating

schools of fish, etc. But since thc available facilities in that

region werc quite inadequtc the Bureou came to thc Navy for assistancc.

In responsc to that rcquest and becausc the Nevy rcgarded the
industriclization of thosc Islonds as materially valuable, the Navy

took the part of cxtending whot help it could insofar as it could
be done without violating thc rclecvent trecatics cnd without in-

terfering with the Nevy's proper function.

/s o matter of fact, cven the Navy's efficicney in that direction

ns at a low cbb sincc it was hcavily burdencd with dutics in

connection with operations in China and accordingly littlec assistiance
was available. It wes only afté} thc China Incidcent camec to rore
or less of a standstill that vec werc able to givc sone assistance in

the wey of teehnies motcrials, labor and transportation.

)
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I speak from personcl knowledge sincc, £s I seid before, I mede on

extensive study of *he av2i’.tlz recorcs in the officec ond currcntly ves

{

conerned with the meticrs of wh.och 1 3neak.

In this conncection, since it Zeart wiua the neturc of sirficlds to be
employable for cultural and Ipdustiriel uscs ond vhich could be converted
into militery oids in the event of war, wec cerriecd out ¢ study to
detcrmine whether or not the assistence we were to give to the Burceu
could be construed as controry to existing trecty requircments thercby
subjecting us to internationcl criticism. It wes our conclusion, &8 @
result of that study, that the convenienccs rendered by the Navy for the
extension of cultural and industricl projects could not be subjcct to

criticism as purely militery instrllations and therefore not counter to

existing treaty limitetions. The immedicte usc to which the aviction

focilities were put tere purcly cultursl in peturc and there wes gctunl

use for them. Thercfore, it was the Nevy's view that the airficlds per s¢

did not constitute militery cstablishments.

The over-cll picture of these eirficlds and the progress of their
econstruction, based upon my rcscorch into the mnttor’is showm in the
folloring tablc which contains the history of thirtcen airficlds, four

of vhich are scoplene remps ond ninc arc land foeilities.

(1) On thc islend of Polou therc was one runwoy ond onc romp. The romp

was sterted in 1934 and virtuelly cormplected in 1936. Thc runwey wWes

storted in 1938 and completed in 1940.

v h «
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(2) On thc island of Seipan onc ramp wos started in 1935 and complctc
the sarc yecer. One runwey ves started in 1934 and complected 1in
1935.

On the islend of Prgen one runway wos sterted in 1941 ond complcet
the same ycar.

On the islend of Tinian one runway wes started cither in 1939 or
1940 and the tirc of completion is unknown by me.

On the island of Truk onc runwecy wes sterted in 1935 ond complctc
in 1941. There wos onc ramp but I do not heve the aveileblc
dates.

(6) On the island of Ponapc there wos onc runway startcd in 1939 and

completed in 1941.

(7) On the island of Wotje there was onc runwey stortcd in 1940 end

corplcted in 1941.
(8) On the islend of Kwejolein therc wes onc runvey sterted in 1940
and complectcd in 1941.
(9) On the island of Joluit there tves onc remp stoarted in 1940 and
T do not have cveilable stotistics os to its completion.
(10) On the island of Taroc there wes one runwey storted in 1940 and
completed in 1941.
The tcrrm "complctced® cs rpplied to these installations cctuelly meons

they were virtuelly complcted.

-5 -
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(2) }bnng South Sce Board scnscd insufficicney 1in herbor focilitics as

the industrinrl dcvelopment of the Islends went opecc very repidly, the

South Scc exrd begon herbor construction eround 1935 on Secipen and
Polou end leter on et Ponepe. IR rnde somc progress on the work of
the first t—o islonds but did not get beyond the papcr plen stage ot
Ponepe.

M reless Stetions - These facilities were constructcd by the Noavy
vhen they first occupicd the Islend during vorld Ver I. /[nd since
thesc instolletions were ebsolutely nccecssary as culturel or industri:

~ascts to the Islond they were turncd over o thc Burcou for monogcemer
end supcrvision. The principal ircless stetions were located on
Seipan, Truk, Ponape, Jaluit and Yap.

(4) Redio Rangc Stations - In oddition to thesc wircless stations there

were o four of thesc direction finding stetions for the purposc of

assuring safety of aecricl novigetion. Even after these facilitics

had been turncd over to the Bureru the Navy continucd tO supply then

from time to tire with matcricls vwhich the Burcau could not obtoin

from other sources.

(5) Misccllancous - Metcorological stotions, mrrine stations, routce
indicators, light houses, rocde, fisherics, ote.
On all of thoée, the Burceu had expended considcreble cffort but had

not made much hecadway.

o B w




s to oil tenks, private o0il compenics hed smell tanks ranging fronm
bctwecn 1,000 and 2,000 ton cepocity on Saipen, Peleu, Ponape and
Truk but thesc tenks were wholly inandequatc for supplying our flecct
when in thaet region on moncuvers end periodic cruiscs. For thot
rceseon it becarc odviscble for the Nevy to give thought tc the
construction cf ite owm o0il tenks.

Coming doim to November of 1941, in rmy copacity s on expert in chorge

of such motters, I ecmphaticelly stete that there wee 21lmost nothing

on thesc islands which could be designeted as the Mevy's own
feecilitice, much lcss quelifyinz under the terminology of navel bascs
or fortificetions. To prcscnt to the Tribuncl a2 perfectly honest

end clcer picturc of the ecctunl situntion, I wish to stete the follow-

ing feoets:

(l) .1though the Nevy hed cormenced the construction of its owm o0il
tenks on Prlecu, Seipan end Jeluit eround middle of 1939, fcew, if
eny, werc completed at the time of commencement of wer.

It had originelly been intended to meke temporery use of
feeilities belonging to private compenies eand to the Burccu &s
resting quarters for war ship personnel. But in vicw of the
climctic and other conditions preveiling in the Tropics, 1t was
considercd advisaoble to ercct termporcry barracks for their usc to

the extent that we could do so without conflicting with treaty

restrictions. Ye thecreforec deeided to ercet o feow termporery

- B
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barracks on Seipan and Palau in the fall of 1940. It was not
done with the idea of providing @ base but simply for the
convenience of our ships during maneuvers.

(3) The Navy carried out maneuvers in the'region of the South Seas
time after time but the only time that land maneuvers which

necescsitated carrying guns on to the islands took place wes in

1940 & J1. At the 1940 meneuvers, we used two 8-centimeter guns

which were landed on the islands of Truk and Palau for the
purpose of giving training in the landing and securing of gun
emplacements. Both however were removed on completion of the
training maneuvers. In the following year, 1941, the maneuvers
were continued from spring until sautumn. On this occasion, the
Navy Department placed at the disposal of each of the several
forces attached to the Fleet several guns of 1l2-centimeter and
lesser caliber for the purpose of carrying out the training
maneuvers and making tests as to the capacity of these guns to
withstand heat and humidity. In these maneuvers gun bases were
erected because of the need of carrying out test firings. Most
of these guns had been obtained from naval schools and naval
corps where they had been used for instruction purposes. They
were old models and proved of little practical use and, according
to reports received, these guns were so short in range - between
5,000 and 6,000 meters - that they did not even reach the outside

e 8 -
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of the coral reefs. Frior to the execution of these meneuvers

there had been en explenation given to the mancuvering forces

by the Naval General Staff and Fleet Feadcuarters that upon

completion of the maneuvers at one place the guns were to be
removed and taken to the next placc where the meneuvers were to
be held. It is truc that a few of these guns were not removed.
The resson for the failure to remove them in most caescs lay in
the faect that the guns were old and obsolete and not considercd
of great valuec. In addition thereto, we desired to make a more
thorough checek on the condition of the guns after exposurc to
tropical eclimatic conditions over a lcngthy period of time and
hence thcy were left exposed to daily rain and other speciel
aspects of the tropiec climate.

-

Conditions after November 5, 1941: Tt was on November 5, 1941
that the Navy dceided, for the first time, to carry out the
construction of defense works on the Mandatcd Islands and the
order to t hat cffcet was issued thereafter. It was not until
thc middle of November thet the orgenization of thc construction,
procuremcnt of nccessary materials, allotment of ships, loading
of ships, ctc. took place and it wos not until aftcer the middle

of the month that the construction corporations left Japen for

thc Islands.
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O the corel reefs. Prior to the execution of these meneuvers

there had been en explesnation given to the maneuvering forces

by the Naval General Staff and Fleet Headguarters that upon

completion of the maneuvers at one place the guns were to be
removed and taken to the next place where the meneuvers were to
be held. It is truc that a few of these guns were not removed.
The reeson for the failure to remove them in most cascs lay in
the fact that the guns were old and obsolete and not considercd
of great veluc. In addition thereto, we desired to make a more
thorough check on the condition of the guns after exposurc to
tropical climatic conditions over s lengthy period of time and
hence they were left exposed to deaily rain and other special
aspects of the tropic climate.

Conditions after No;embor 5, 1941: Tt was on November 5, 1941
that the Navy dceided, for the first time, to carry out the
construction of defense works on the Mandatcd Islands and the
order to that cffcet was issued thereafter. It was not until
the middle of November thet the orgenization of thc construction,
procurement of necessary materials, allotment of ships, loading
of ships, etc. took place and it wes not until after the middle

of the month that the construction corporations left Japen for

thc Islands.
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I have recad the testimony of Admirel J. O. Richerdson given before this

Tribunal relative to the Mendoted Islends. /fdmiral Richardson's

statemcnt thet the Japencse Navy built naval beses throughout the Islonds

cppeers to be based on the feet that the “nglish translotion of Generel

Order Number 1 uses the word "Besc! to indicate the supply station which

we constructed on Saipen and cight other places for the purpose of

supplying our flcet. It is truc that the Japcnese Navy planncd and
éctually medc use of the verious islends for the purpose of supplying

our flcet in the Pecific operstions after war commenced. The method of

supplying the ships which wes actually contempleted by the Order consisted

mainly of heving supply ships enter the coral recfs and to have the
vesscls supplicd from the supply ships rether than from storage on the

Island. Conscquently, it must be pointed out that we did not hove supply

focilitics completed on these islands prior to the war or a2t the beginning

of the woer. At no time prior to November 5, 1941 did we havc what could
bc considered &8 @ supply dump on any of the cight islands.

In Sub-Division II, Numbers 20 and 21 of his offidavit, Admiral Richardson

mokes the following statement:

Paragraph 20: "4t poges 2/76 to 2/78 is en Lppended Tablc 1, giving
initiel fucl ecllowances for supply bascs. The boiler oil
ellowance to five of the eight Mandated Island bascs totals
46,500 metric tons. ILikewisc allottcd to the Mandatc
bases arc greet quentities of avietion fucl, bombs, machinc
gun cmmunition, torpedoes ond mines. Roations arc nllotted
for 36,000 persons per month at the eight Mcndate beses.
Loerge monthly replenishment allowances are tabulatecd at
peges 2/91 to 2/94. Aireraft meterial for the South Seas
area is to be replenished at TRUK, and submerine material

at KWLJLLEIN."

30, »
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Peragraph 21: "No doubt Order No. 1 is accurate in applying the term
"bases" to these Mcndete instellotions. The matcerials, the
quantitics and the orcas involved indicatc that thesc
naval beses and their equipment for storage, transport,
communications, and guns and cmmunition had becn cstaoblish-
ed on & large scecle and over & considerable period of time.

It is to be noticed that in Poragraph 20 such words as "cllowences",

*allottcd" and "monthly rcplenishment allowances" appeer but therc are

no such words as "storage" or "storcge installations." However he arrives

at the conclusion that there were bases on these islands and thet at

those bases the Jepancse Navy had been for some considerablc period

constructing storage, transportation, commuﬁ;cation cnd gunnery facilitice

on a lerge scale because the word "base" acppears in Parangroph 21. This
conclusion is based on the misunderstanding thot whet was indicated in

the Lppcnded Teble 1 as Initiel Allowances and Monthly Replcnishment

sllowonces, represented supplies thot had been stroed on the Islond.

It must thereforc be said thet since the statoment is based on such a

sorious:misunderstending, the statement that storege focilities had been

constructed on a large scale and over ¢ considerablc period is controry
to the facts. Actually there is nothing in the Order intended to mean
that the figures indicated in the atteched table must be stored on hand.

The figures merely indicate the progrom of the Fleet of the amounts thot

they wish to have at those points'without indiceting 23 to the method

that wes to be employed. Morcover, while those figures indiecte

quantities thot the Fleet was very desirous of having ready, that is not
to say thot the desired quantities were there.

o 11 »
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Since I had the rcsponsibility for over-all control and direcction

concerning supply prcparations of the various naval metericls, I fcel

that I know better than anyone else thc difficultics involved. Thesc

difficultics will bececome cvident when we compare the Flect necds at the
time end the quontities which the Navy actunlly had on hand. To cite
tut one instence - 2ccording to ¢ study made by an officer in charge of
supplies at the Neval LAeroncutical Department - the nced of 800-kilogram
bombs for use by 2ir units stotioned at the various points on 2ll fronts
wves around 2,972. However, the number that the Nevy actuclly hed of
these bombs was only 800 so that there could be only 27% supplicd of the
emount needcd. Morecover, in orderto supply those bombs over the widely
distributcd areas it would have been necessory to have an additioncl
2,600 bombs in reserve. So, when we consider the cctucl need plus the
reserve necd, thc supply retio wes only 14%. In the cese of acrial
torpcdoes, the necd at commenccment of wer wes 1,859 agoinst which we
had only 560. The supply ratio wes therefore only 30%. In the caesc of
20-milimetcer machine guns, the nced was 9,339 of which we cetuanlly had
only 515. Upon the commencement of hostilities we had to scnd from
Taiwan supplies to the cocst of Freneh Indo China in connection with the
Prince of WVWales sinking, and then as socn as thet operetion wes over,

to transfer the supplies to the Mendeted Islands. It can thus be scen

that it was absolutcly impossible tc sectisfy the flect necds at all the

pointe concerned.
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with the firs?t six months cfter

That I have gstated 18 concerned

£ the situation was 1ike. that efter

commenccment of hostilities, but 1

jlly prepared.
7 of Genercl Order No. 1,

the

under the topic "Supply"® .

In Chapter

In the ~ttcched Poble 1, notice

following focts €Tre clearly set forth.

nnder the teble, Note l:

# “mmunition end torpedoes 2re v O re lcaded on marition ships."*
Undexr thc same topic of nSuppLy? there {3 o PDeougroph 2 - "outline of
Supply". Jmong sub-tcpies under that arec €€ Sub-Paragreph (e):
"he voricus forces will be supplied by supply ships atteched TO

them."

qub-Poragreph (f):
supply other than
yeept in unavoideable

#If possiblc. supply bascs w111 not be usci to
sh stocks of supply

pirplencs M 5211 vesscls. In parsicular, €
cases, SnpL..y @80 111 not be used 19 repleni

ships."

"if possible" should not be overlooked.

The significance of the term

nal is considercbly stronger then this English

The Jopanesc origl
s tevery effort should be made

not

tronslation 1n that it properly denote

»% in the cose of pireraft and smnil

the Order did not

TC T

to supply ?vom suoply D&SES €

ships." Thesc provisionS'mpko i¢ absolutcly clear that

rram Of supply . from 1and but rather from supply ships.

r¢ is no mention of fucling from tonkers in the

motter of commoOn knowledge or commoll

Ordcr but thot is beccousc that is &
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sense in thc Japanese Nevy that supplying of fuel to ships wos done from ‘
tonkers. In other words, they didn't fcel that therc wes eny nced of i
pointing out that it was to oc done from tankers.
Regoarding construction of fortif:cetions, [dmirel Richardson's statcment
on thet subject ecppeers ia Par¢gr.p;3-zu to 32 of Sub-Division II under
ninc items. His evidence chzoe 218 suhmitied with the blucprint of Vot je
Island cnd two ecerial rhotczrephs of the same islend. I will 1ccyo the
explanation on this point o & more suitablc person, but I would like
to mmke onc commen® - namely, that I recnll heving pcon told by Captain
Wi ot the time of our transfer thet therc wes ho airficld on Vot jec
Islaond in the summer of 1940. Morcover, ofter the defensc order wes
issued carly in November of 1941 I, desiring to do cverything possible
for the construction of cirfields on that islond, called ¢ confercnce

of 21l persons concerned. On thc besis of whet I was told by Cept. Miwa

and from the discussidns ot 3hat confrenec, 4 am certein thet the '1!

blucprint submitted »v Ldndirel Ricucrdson did not represcnt the agfual
situntion on thz I3lend at Sne time but wha+t merely wos & plon . drewn up
for the purpuse of study. Further, 1% e¢ppeors that Ldmirel Richardson's
statement ihat the blucrrint shows that before 10 Lugust 1940 the Jepanesc
Nevy and Gevernment hed alrcady ereated cxiensive fortifications is not
only ~ortrary to fact kut is an uvawarranied ecnelusion without cctucl
baclgrouad.

6. Undexr &antc of 17 Decaukbor 1° e is o provisica in the Versaillcs

Treaty uacer the acading "Mordote of Tormer Ceimod Islands North of thc

o 1A =
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Equator." 1In Perogreph 4 of thet treaty it stotes:

"There must be no militory education of the netives except for
purposes of police within the Island end for loczl defensec purposes.
Moreover cll military and naval construction of noval and military
bcses end fortificetion is prohibited."

Since it wos the duty of my office to view constructions on the Mendoted

Islends in keeping with the terms of this treaty, it wos decided thot
even under its provisions the obligotion of the Jepanese Nevy of policing
ond locally defending the Mendated Islends could not be overlooked.

fie therefore took the view that we were permitted to cerry on military
education of the natives for the solc purposc of aoffording them the
opportunity of self defense and self protection. Vhile we did not
undertake this in pursuance of the above interprectation, the Japenese
Novy did plen eand carry out eruises for this purpose in the woy of
patrols ond defensive trecining maneuvers.

The Japanese Novy has always drevn a clear cut distinetion between

"Kon Kyochi®, translated "Navel Base" and the word "Kichi", trenslated

"lveilable Spot." Ve use the word "Naval Basc" to designate the nawvol

station or a port having spocial facilities ﬁhichimakc it possible for

them to be used as fleet bases. And by "specicl facilities" was meant

accomodations for certein fleet units, repair facilities and conditions

which mede it suitable for supplying of wecpohs. navoal supplies, fuel,
fresh water and if possible, also for replaccment of personncl. Such
was our conception of "Naval Bases" and it corresponds to the term "Naval

Base" as used in England and America. By contrast, the word "Kichi"
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.
translated "Aveilable Spot" wes used in e much lighter scnse. This wes 4
used to desiznzt'e witcew whore Lhe T.eet cduld enchor temporarily or
recelve cervalll i ., PAPLAL cr rere 9s vicces for forced lendings
of plancs. Tu ~unL Rhaec. W gpoly the teram "Supply Spot®, *Foreccad
landing Spot" ané hw's Phwal .o e £ ¢ LE gorrecpoonds to whet tho
Americans ana #r. . t'za woatd calt. “Jwoliakbles Sjui", %lLnchorege.®
Since a8 I have stated tiec Sceilities on tac cight islands mentioned in
General Order Number 1 were either seriously or complctely lacking in
the requircments of a "Nevzl Base", it was & mistcke to so designate
them o8 "Neval Bases." In the Order in question, the word "Kichi® wos
used in the scnse of “nvailable Spot .*
The word "Fortifications" origineted in the Army and come to be uscd by
the Navy leter and at leecst in the NbvaliLffnirs Bureau we had the
following conception of the word "Fortification." The navel conception

of "Fortification is thet it must contain the following cssentials:

(1) It must have armoment ond fixed defensive facilities with which it

can rcsist and defend itself from enemy attack from land, sec and

air.

(2) It must be defended by land forces.

Consequently, the facilities I have previously mentioned, namely, such
cultural and industricl development cs eirfields, wirecless stations,
ports and herbors, es well as oil tanks, cven constructed for thc purpose
of supplying fuel for our vessels on cruises, can not be characterized

ns fortifications.
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On this 6 day of June, 1947
It Toxyc

DEPOIENT: YOSHIDAL, Hideo (seol)

T, ONO, Scidhiro, hereby certify that the above statcment wes sworn

by *hc Deponent, who affixcd his signature end scal thereto in thc prcsence

of this Vitness.

On the same datec

Lt Tokyo

ritness: (sizncd) ONO, Seichiro (sezl)

0..TH

In cccordance with my conscienec I swear to tell the whole truth

withholding nothing cnd ©dding nothing.

(signed) YOSHID., Hideo (seal)




