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15 April 1947
MEMORANDUM FOR: Witness files |

SUBJECT s OKOGHI, Denshichi

REPORT BY  : RICHARD E. LARSH, Investigator, Investigative Divm., IPS,

Legal Section, SCAP, records were checked on the above and it was learned
that he bad been interned in Nanilas but has been return to Tokyo where he is
living at the following addresss

335 Minami-sensokuemachi, Ota=ku, Tokyo

No other infqmtion nuilghl..

- RICHARD H. LARSH,
Invuﬁpht, ;
Imm Difi Sion, IP3- 3
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OKOGHI, Denshisha
Requested by OKA, Tekasumi
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believed to be a prisoner of war in Monila. He
was a Vice-Admiral in the Japanese Navy,

Court Order dated 3 Dee 1946 - paper No. 593 Disposes of Raper
No. 547 in part only - Order provides for interrogations wish
permission to file supplemental applieation for issuance of
subpoenas

"
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OEOCHI, Demnshichi

Request by: SHIM\DA, Shigetaro
Address: Believed %o be a prisoner of War in Manila.

He was 2 Vice Admiral in the Japanese Navy.

His testimony is desired for the purpose of answering
allegations in Appendix A. Seetion nine of the Imdictmant,
sinee witness was commending naval offiee at the time of the
matters mentioned in Indietment pertaining to Shanghai.
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CURRICULUM VITAR

-

permanent ubmicile:

Otsu No.321, Kuma-mura, iujitsu-gun, bage rrefecture.
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OLAWACHL, wenshichi, Vice-admiral.
sorn: £ september, 18&o.

: &Cadﬁqt ,
g;dered to be & student of the naval ue%l&go.

#inished the whole course &t the naval eeilege.
ﬂﬂﬂhdﬁuﬁ%
vrdered to be & naval cadet. 7
nppointed'second sublieutenant.
Appointed sublieutenant.

AppOiH;ed first lieutenant.

anpointed lieutenent-commender.,
Appointed chief gunner of the -rakumae*.
Appointed staeff-officer of the 2Znd torpedo sgu&adron.
aopcinted instructor st . the gunnery school.

Appointed commander.

appointed staff-officer of the lst wquadron; concurrently staff-
officer of the vombined »'leet.
kaptﬁ¥f

appointed instructor at the H#+eker Haval-Tollege. -

Appointed capteain.
urdered attached to the Yokosuka admiralty rort.

vurdered to engage in the study of the art of navigation under
the instructions of the commander of the “kasuga“.

nppointed}gommanuer of the Sgpeciel service wagg sLaxushido-.

——

appointed commander of the riso-.

appointed hesad-instructor st the navel gunneryrschool.
¢
appointed commander of the “asama*.

appointed oommender of the ‘'nietg'

urdered attseched to the 10£08ufa slmiralty rort.

vrdered to serve under the command of the chief of wenersl pstaff
of the iokosuxe Admirelty rort. |

nppo;nted commander of the special neveal brigage in ohanghsai.
appointed rear-admirsal. '

Appaiﬁted president of the naval gunnery school.

vrdered attacied e the headguarters of the fleet in Jhinese
areas. ~ '

Appointed chief of the wenersl utaff of the fleet in uhinese
arees. = 3
-~

Appointed vice-admirsal.
\

vurdered to attend 4 the waval weneral otaff uffice.

.y

appointed commander-in-chief of the first squadron ‘dispatched
to the south. |

o

seneral Staff uvffice.
Y. |
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UKAawaLOL wenshichi : ‘ h ‘ L, {

e

1 wec. 1943: appointed commender-in-chief of the wmalzuru nﬁq}ralty rort. 7 %
U Apr. 1944:'-Appointed chief of the uavaikniéctric wnave neadquarters. >
5 aug. 1944: appointed commandant of th9 yaval academy.

1 wov. 1944: Apppinted commander-in-chief of the fleet in the south-western
areas; -concurrently commandér-in-chief of the 13th alr fleel

. . and commander-in-chief of the 3rd. squadron dispatched to the
south. - : - :

8 Jan. 1945: Relieved from the concurrent post of commender-in-chief of the’
13th air fleet.
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OKOCHI, Denshichi
Request by OKA, Takasumi

(a) Nationality of the witness is Japanese.,
(b) He was a Vice«Admiral in the Japanese Navy and is at

present in Manila, believed to be a prisoner of war,

(¢) His testimony is desired for the purpose of answering

allegations in Lszond:lx Ay Bection Nyne of the Ine

dietment, since witness was Commanding Naval Officer
at the time of the matters mentioned in Lb. Indict-
ment pertaining to Shanghai.
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NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD P 420
September 2, 1947 S ?
\ DEFENSE - Division V - Pacific

POW

OKOCHI - Direct

Page

27324
27325

27326

27327

/

DIRECT EXAMINATION OF/ OKOCHI, DENSHICHI
by Mr. Roberts,— '

* The witness identified exhibit No. 3062 as his
affidavit, and after corrections verified it. The witness
* stated that he was a former Vice Admiral, and on November
2y, 1944, arrived in Manila as Commander of the Southwestern
Area Fleet, and as Commander of the Third Expeditionary Fleet.
By the latter part of December, 1944, the greater part of the
naval and air forces had been lost. After that he took command
of the remnants of the naval units ashore, In the Philippines
even these units were soon placed under Army command for land

operations. He merely directed ang supervised personnel
affairs.

In January, 1945, when U. S. forces landed at
Lingayen, he left Manila on the 5th and moved to Bagio, due
to circumstances arising from the need of taking command of
over-all military operations. * The Naval forces left in
Manila were placed under the command of General YAMASHITA
for land operations from January 6. The witness was only able
to give indirect moral éncouragement, for he no longer poOss~-
essed command over these forces.

forces were by wireless, and the efficlency of the wireless
became greatly decreased, but still continued. The progress
of the Manila battles was reported to the witness, as well

as to YAMASHITA. From the information received. he was able
to picture the disturbed situation of the Japanese in Manila
when the U. S, beseiged the city. Enemy shelling and bombing
were extremely intense, and the whole area was completely
devastated. Guerrillsa activities were intensified,

* Ammunition ran short.

Thus, externally, they faced the gunfire of the
U. S. forces, and internally were harrassed by guerrillas.
The forces were evidently fighting under great difficulties.
About February 20, communication with Manlila was cut, and he
Judged the entire garrison had been killed. Details as to
internal conditions of their units were entirely unknown, and
the witness had never dreamed of the so-called "Manila
atrocities"., About April 13, a message from the Navy Vice-
Minister was received. which sald that Spain had severed
diplomatic relations on the ground that Japanese troops
massacred Spanish nationals at Manila. Report was requested.




NARRATIVE SUMMARY OF THE RECORD Page 4206
September 2, 1947

DEFENSE - Division V - Pacific

POW
OKOCHI - Direct

Page

27328

27329
27332

27333

27334

This was the first time that the witness felt that
some incident had occurred. Since all personnel involved had
been killed, there was no way to conduct an investigation.

He inquired of YAMASHITA's headquarters. but they cabled a
reply to the effect that they knew nothing about the incident.
* He learned about particulars of the incident for the first
time from the indictment against YAMASHITA. '

DIRECT EXAMINATION BY MR. OKAMOTO,
Counsel for MUTO.

The witness stated that he knew YAMASHITA's opera-
* tions policies immediately after the landing of U. S. troops
in Manila. * The witness stated that he expressed an opinion
concerning strategy to YAMASHITA about February 10, 1945.
* He felt it was useless to continue such fighting, and sent
his Chief of Staff to YAMASHITA and ask for the withdrawal of
the Manila garrison. The Chief of Staff returned and said such
orders had already been 1issued.

The strength of the Navy unit when the right of command |
was delegated to the Army was 20,000, and that of the Army
unit * two battalions.

THERE WAS NO CROSS-EXAMINATION OF THE WITNESS.
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Def., Doc. # 1607 : Translated by |
Defense Laerguvuage RBrarch

TNTRERN/TTONAL J°TLITARY TRIBINAL TPR TFR FAR BAST

TEE TNITED ST'TRS NF AYRRICA, et £l
-vg- M '

ARLTI, Sadao, =t al

*SORN DEROSTTTON
‘Deponant: OKOCKET, Danshichi
Havirg first duly sworn en 0ath &s on ~ttached sheet
ard in accordance with the vrocednre followzad in my courntry

I hereby depos=2 s follows,

- 1. T am & former Vice-Admiral.

2. On 2 Novenmber 1944, T arrived in
my dvtiss =s Commander-in-Chiaf of the Sontﬁ?estmrn frea Fleet
and concurrzrtly of the Third Southarn Exféditionary Fleest.

Yovever, by the lattzr part of Decemker, 1944, w=
had lost the rraestar rert of" ovr ravel force ard ovr air
ro¥ar too hrd diminishad considerably.

Corssqvantly, =2ftar that, I took commard of the rem-

avhowe LA _ _
nents of the(naval)unit%e ' . in the PhiliprInés Aréa : '

ever these vrits, veres soon placed vndzr ths commard of the
trmy.as’ far Sertheir~lend opiretions-wérz concerred. Therefore,

I merely directed 2rd svrarvised rersonrel affairs ard accounts.
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D2f. Doe. # 1607

3. In Jaruery, 1945, vhen U.S. forces commenced landing

i operations at Lingayer, I left "Tarila on the 5th arnd moved to
: Bagio. This wes dne to circumstarces vhich arose from the |
recessity of taking commard of over=all military oreratiors.
The raval forces left behird ir "farila at thot time were
placed vrder the Commard of Gereral Vamashita as far as land
| oneratiors were concerred, from zero houvrs, 6 Jarvary. After
? that T was orly able to give moral ercovragements indirectly,
I for no lorger rossessed arthority to take command over naval
l, lardirg forces irn lard warfare.
f- 4. From then or, all commrricatior htetwszer ns and the |
g forées ip “fanila was made by wireless. ' As tine elarsed the
, eficiercy of the wireless commnicatior ereatly decrensed,
but still it ves contirned for a corsiderable time. The
| proeress of the battles ir ™Manila v=s therefore rerorted to me
E as well as to fGereral Yamashifa. “ith the irformatior I then
received, T wvas able to rictrre the desperate sitvation of the

Jaranese uvrits ir ‘farila wher the.ll.S. forces besiéged the

city. F¥rom vhat I car recall today, 7 shall mention a few

examrles.

.

(1) Tremy shellirs and hombirg were extremely interse

it i .

Bl ard the vhole area vas completely devastated. b
(2) Guerrills activities uere intensified and even - B
3. '

womer ard childrer bharassed ovr forces, greatly |

hinderirg ouvr overatiors. : 1
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Def. Noc. # 1607

(3) Ammunitior pap short.

Thus, extarnally,?éur forcés facsd the forious ' punfire

of the U,S. fordésy vhile irterrally tihey vere harsssed by guer-

pillas. It vas evident thmt ovr vwnits were fightirg under

great diffjculty and disadvartppe. ’rﬁnnd ede Febrnpry, COM=

monicatior with 'fanpila was qompletly ¢ty ard I judged thet

the ertire rarrisop ir *"anila h=2d beer killed,

5. Pesides the rrogress of tha buttle ir pgereral as I have

stated above, details as to the intérrﬂl conditior of our 'mits

were ﬂntirely nrkrown end the =o-cal1e4 "apila atrocit1es"

_— E— . e S B i

were something T dig rot evep drnnm of

Abont 13 ﬂnril a4 messarce from mokvo ir the rame of the

Vice-Minister for the Favy was recn*vpd, wbicb said, "Srein

has recartly. severeg d*plomatic relationc *i1th Jarer on the i,

ground that Javarese troops massacred Suanish natiopels ir the

battle of Manila. Report or the matter 1is reaﬂestﬂd 4

It was the first time that T felt soxe ircidert must

have ocenrrred.

However, since al}l rersonrel irvelved in the alleged

inpident had bteen killpd t%ere vas ro vay for vs-to conduct

PEEpa—

an irvectigﬂtEOP T also Prq"ired of the /rmy Headquarters

"rﬁer tereral Yamashita, but they too digd not Xrow anything

abont the incidert ard tbereforﬁ I cebled
that effect

T TS
e e —— = e .
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Def.-Doc. # 1607 ' | :

{ | ! Ls T have stated, the 'fanila Ircident withont either
] ;Gereral Yaﬂasrita s or my kromledge.

’ e annad abowt tHe particvlars of the incident for

the first time after the surrerder, from the indictment against

\General Ysmashita.

On this 15th day of 'arch, 1947

at Tokyo.

DEPNNENT /s/ OKOCHI, Denshichi (seal)

—-— L T, i [ e —
. - .

I1,S0MIT., Shinji, hereby certify that fhe above state-
ment was sworn by the Deponent, vho affixed his signature

and seal thereto in the presence of this ™itress.

On the same date. /'t Tokyo.

“itness: /s/ 80UTY., Shinji (seal)

== W e T — T m——
L

Y ANy

Jn.l.
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In accordarce with my conscience T swear to tell the

F, whole trnth withholding nothing ard adding nothirg.

/s/ OKOCHI, Denshichi (seal)
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Translation Certificate

I, Charlie S. Terry of the Defense Language Rranch,

hereby certify that the foregoing trapslation described in

rtificate is, to the best of my knowledge and

/ the above ce
r as possible to

belief, a correct translation and 1s as nea

the meaning of the original document,

/s/ Charlie S. Terry
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Name of Witness: ﬁ/f’ﬁi/)’/ ﬂtuz ; Z.

Corpleted as to Items Numbers: /"‘ 2:554% "f, J::é 7, ?—,7
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Partisllv completed as to Items Numbers:

If Iten. . 9:ds applicable,'state briefly tre nature of ttre -
investigation conducted: v
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