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Letter from Admiral J. 0. Richardson to Admiral H. R. Stark

13 May 1940,

CinC File No,
UNITED STATES FLEET
U.S5.S5S. PENNSYLVANIA, Flagship

Pearl Herbor., T.
May 13, 1940

Dear Betty:

<

Wnen Hill was detached last January he took with him
to Mashington some ideas, largely Blochis, as to what
might be acceptable to the Commander-in-Chief, (uncer the
assumptions then macde), to serve as a start from which
Op-12 would develop basic assumptions to be officially
transmitted, within a few weeks, to the Commender-in-
Chief for use in making plans,

During a recent conference in the Tvwelfth Naval Dis-
trict it weas orougnt cut that we were woefully short of
51.38 caliber zmmunition at Here Island.

I am unable to grasp the i eaning of Opnav dispatch
112130 sent 2%t 1530 last Saturday, but we are guessing
that the Department has tentatively approved, with minor
exceptions, the contents of the memorandum prepared for
me by Hill, and that the Department will correct the ammu-
nition situation at Mare Island.,

The assumptions under which the Hill memorandum was
drawn up and under which all other operations in the 'est-
ern Pacific have previously been considered, are today
all different. Previous assumptions end estimetes of the
situetion no longer hold.

It seems that, under present world conditions, the
paramount thing for us is the security of the Western
Hemisphere. This, ih my opinion, transcends everything --
any-hing certainly in the Far Fast, our own or other

South Americe is the greatest prize yet remaining
to be grabbed., Until the outcome in Europe can be more
clearly seen, sexurity in the "Yestern Hemisphere seems
to be tae mest inpcrtzant consideration for us.,

I fecl that aay —eve west means hostilities, 1 feel
that &5 this time v would be 2 grave mistake to become
irvolved in the West where our intevrests, although impor-
tani, are not vitai. aid ihereby raeduce our apility to
maztain the security of tn2 ! stern Hemispnere 'which 1s
vitval.
N

[f %he Fleet is to go west it cen only start, pro-
per.y sreparad. rrom the Vlest Coast where it con be dock-
ed, menumd, stocked and strippea, and a sultabie traln
assembled,

Rest gssured that z2lthe:en T an evtirely without ine-

formation 1, sanlize weur nociy on, ent Y wane you Lo know
thog J¥ Ehe sitEaicn HBacsivad Stsly Vet Digner authcrity
decides we shouid g Wali., 21: of 216 arz ready Le give

all we have.

These are scm2 oI the thinpes I wantea to itelk to you
about, ané since I ccn not see you, I feel thot I am duty
bound to write you.

AN [ 8=
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Letter from Admiral J. 0. Richardson to Admiral H, R. Stark
13 May 1940,

With kindest regards znd best wishes,

Very sincerely yours,

/s/ J. 0. Richardson
Please acknowledge receipt by despatch.

Admiral H, R. Stark, U. S. Nevy
The Chief of Naval Operations
Navy Depertment

Washington, D, C.

Bir S On 9 April I sent Andrews with a detachment in to
simulate a raiding force against Pearl Harbor, to serve as *
an object for attack by our patrol planes and Army bombers,
Andrews reported sighting Navy patrol planes, but he did not
see any Army bombers.

Today we were picked up by our patrol planes about
0630, but we did not see any Army bombers, However, our
submarines made several successful attacks from fairly short
ranges., Ve had a heavy swell with white caps so that it was
difficult to see the submarines,

While the Secretary was on board, one of the SARA-
TOGA!'S fighting planes hzd a forced landing close aboard.
The plane sank, but the Reserve Ensign was recovered with-
out his even getting his feet wet.

Today one of the LEXINGTON bombing vlanes (SBU)
had a forced landing. The plane sank, but the pilot and
passenger were recovered with slight injuries.

The PENNSYLVANIA should anchor in Lahaina about
1700,

/S) 3 0. R.
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