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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS
wITED STATES ARMY FORCES, PACIFIC
OFFICE OF THE THEATER JUDGE ADVOCATE
WAR CRIMZS BRALNCh

AP0 5CO
2 kKovember 1945

MEMORANDUN TO: Prosecution Section (Revort #90)

THRU Exeentive Officer, War Crimes PBranch

SUBJZCT

Xi1ling of three hundred twenty Filipino civilions and the
wounding of four morc by members of the Imperial Japauese
Army in the vicinity of Tasl, Batangas Frovince, agon, £. I
during February 1945. .

IT. SUMMARY OF TVIDENCE:

Between 16 and 18 Februery 1945 members nf the Imosrial
Jepanese Army stntioned at or near Taal, Batangas Province, P. I., pursued
a definite plan of extermination of Filipino civilians in that vicinliy.
So broad in scope were the murderous activities of the Jarancse thot 1% was
imposeitle to identify many of the vietima. However, the murder of at least
three hundred twentyr identified Filipino civilians by the Japanese has been
established either by the testimony of eye witnesses or by the discovery of
the mutilated bodies of the victims.

About 0920 hours, 16 Fehruary 1945 the Japancsc murdered the
wife and two children of Desiderio RATHAN br bayonetting, at Dalig nezr the
ghore of Taal Lake (R-2). ~

At approximately 3630 hours, 16 February 1945 in the barrio

of Cubame, Japenese soldiers murdered more than one hundred Filipino civ
{liane by shooting or bayonetting, and burned all their houjse (-6, 7).

By 1000 hours, 16 February 1945, the Japanese had started %o
burn all the barrios in the vicinity of Taal. Approximately sixty Filipino
civilians inhabitants of Taal hastened to teke refuge from %he Jaranese in
a ravine. At about 1400 six or seven Japanese threw hand grenades into the

ravine (B-13). Ten or fiftcen persons were killed by the hand grenades, and
of the survivore, thirty-five fto foriy persons were machine-gunned by the

Japanese and many others bayonetted. Their bodiee were stackod in piles of
ten or more (R-14). NMilagros BARRIO:, =& member of this group, receivec
seventeen wounds in her bodr. Women and children were blown to pieces by
grenades (R-19), |

At 2boutNdCJ hours, 16 Tebruary 1945, epproximately oxne
hundred fifty Filipino men, women and. children sought refuge from the Jap-
anese in a ravine between Macbud and Mulawin., At about 1400 that afternoon
the' Japanese began to fire into the ravine. Ther then procecded to bayonet
all the survivors whom they could find. Of one group of twenty in the ravine,

there were two survivors (R-21). Of another group of sixteen, twelve were
killed (B-23).

At about 1100 hours, 16 February 1945, six Filipino civiliane
fled to = bamboo grove near o pugar cane field belongling %o Miguel AYUGA at

Masbud. Two women in this group were bayonetted %2 death and two were wound-
ed (R-29, 30).

At about 0900 hours, 16 February 1945, sixteen ¥lipino civ-
{14ans hid in 2 revine approximetely thirly meters eapt of Begong Calle, Cub-
amba, Tael. At about 1100 hours five Jepanese shot ond beyonetted the en-

tire group (R-32).
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On 16 February 1945, at approximately 1530 the Japanese kill-
cd about forty men end onc hundred and ton women and children who had hidden
in & ravine between Iuntal and ranlawin. The Japanese ussd machine guns,
hand grenades and bayonets. ‘The victins were all tied together with a long
rope vrior to their slaughter (1-35).

Avproximately one hundred bodies of mu
discovered in the barrio of Iuntal (R-44). More than one hundred

bodies in a pile about five meters long, two meters wide and onc meter kigh
werc ldiscavered in & place betwcen the harrios of Cultihan, Masbud and Luntal

san 15 February 1945. These victins had been killed by machine guns, rifles,
beycnets and hand grenades. Their hands were tied behind their vacks (B-47).

rdered Filipino civ-

ilians were

1945 approximately one hundred Fil-
around the hut of Severc MENDOZA, approx-

the sugar mill of Kr. RADILLO in the barris of
spenad. fire 2n the mt with machine gunt

Only five penple survived this massacre

At ahout C8CC, 18 TFebruary

ipinos civilians t27k refuge in anc

imatelr ten paces away from
Iuntal. Approximately sixtir Japanese
and rifles and then set it on fire.

(pR-57, 58).
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