HEADQUARTERS
J. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEXY RESTRICTED
(Pacific)
¢ /0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

INTTZREOGATION NO. 346 place: Regional Off #1, Nagoya
Date: 5 November 1945

Division of Origin: Military Analysls Diviesion Team #3rwwvwah

Subject: Jepanese Army Alr Forces = Fuel. - i&%f:ig\\

Personnel interrogated and background of each: M REGRADED \%-

‘f ORDER SEGC ARMY u
Mz j CHIBA Toshio - Present Assignment: Execut ‘;tiL O ferildB FEfOf =)
A7 Air Sector HAq (K¢S). A graduate of the military \acaderly Z ¥Wh) ”.‘:3
CHIBA served with various ground organizations until yarch li;:zégk

Yhen he was sent to the Sendai Air School, Upon comp etion of
course there, he was assigned 1O 47 KCS which was juet‘ﬁggngx_ -
vated then. He served as executive officer of thils organization

until the end of the war.

Wwhere interviewed: Komakl A/F, Nagoya, Honshu,
Interrogators Capt John C. West

Interpreter: 1let LT Richard Snelder

Allizd Officers Present: Capt Charles A. Hasltins
1at Lt John G. Palirey

SUMMARY @

aj Chibab organization was the administrative Hq of SOpYoxXim-~
ately 12 airfields 1in this area. As such he was responsible for the
main-enance of records, cTC., but had 1lititie knowledge of tactilcal
plans, etc. He was able to glve what appeared to be falrly ocecurate
in;ormation sbout the fu:l shortege ac 1t sffected tho unite. at the
a/f8 ~ontrolled by hils organizatlon.
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;gperrogation

Q. Major, what airfields 4id your orgonization
control? |

(47 Air Sector Hq)

: wo controlled tviclve sirfizlde 1in this arca. Ih

Fie

pkeno, Kiyosu, Hamamateu (Tenryu z2/f), Kitall _
vokaichi, Suzuka, Komono, Tameyaome, Seki, Ogaki, and Moriliyamea.

3. dJust what werc your quties with respect TO these airfields?

W A, We wers the ~dministretive Ha. 'S controlled the sirfilsld bat;
ta]lions and companies at the flelds and did =211 the "housckeeplng

‘services for them.
aintaln

' . "That type of suppliles furnished the sirfields 4ild you E
reccords of?

A, All classes of military supplies including ammunition, fuel,
food and clothing.

3. Do you have your records concerning these supplies?

A, No, we burned moest of them before the end of the walr; the resty
we sent to the let AlY Armv-at TOKYOe

R ;

Q. Can you tell us 2~out the fuel suHply &t youd vorious cirfields.
"Then did you first feel 1ThZ S e

A, ‘e had enough fuel until NMovembor 1943. After that time 1T
ctorted to gst short. In April 1945 the chortags was MOED acute.

Q. That steps were taken L0 coOnserve fuel?

A, Well, in late 1943 wo ~tartcd 2n edveartion cempaizn to induce
pilots to conserve fuel. "¢ starizd imposing gradual limitations
aitIY 1n Appil 1945 we weYre 1imiting eac pilot to 8 hours flying

tims each month.
Q. Does this meon thot soch plene only flew 8 hours per month?

A, No, each planec yeually Tlew shout 24 hours per montiae.

Does thet mean, then, that you had tarce times oac& many pilots

L
& plenes”

Q

4. I suppose thet's true 21though I don't know exactly.

g

Q. Did you have & fucl reserve for theKetsu operationt

A. No.
Q. M“er= you trying tO vuild up such f= regerve?

) voe., but tnhe 4y TO day op3ratlions consumed all nveilable fuel.

i L—J ’

Q. 'het operations were they?

4, -Chisfly fighter interception in tho Nrgoya 2rcae.
Q. What unlts were involvzsd?
Well, 20 Sento-Hikoshudan wWeas the main HqQ.

]
- ®

Q} Did these units participate 1in any fighter misslons from these
affe?

A. No, they only intercepted B-29'S.
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Q. How 2bout naval carriar strikes?
L., o worc under ordzrs to 1gnorc these 2nd concentratc efibirely

on tho B-29's.
Qe Whal wW2S +ho 1nst B-29 raid which you intorcepted?

6 Aug 45 night attack on Ichinomily2.

K 1t wak thoc
nits were ucsed?

Q. How many planes Iron what u

KT 61.'s from 55 Flying Regiment (Hikosental) .

Q,:. ":J ~ 5

A. 1llo. They shot jdown no bombers.

4. Was it the normal practice TO USE the KI 61 as =& night intsr-

ca N ROTY

2. TFo, this was = 1ittle unusual 28 the KI 61 18 pogically 2 dfy
{onally =2t nigat.

fightor but 1t wos used OCCES

& Did 1t have anv anaclal cguipment Tor nignht fichting.

£, NO.
Q. Was lus night intc ception limited to c¢legar OF moonlight nights?

4. Yo, bulb They welc comouflogede.

Qs - HI0 supnlicd you spitln fusly

: wo got most of 1+ from tho OsaXa

i ®
tha ¥azomigrhars el g DGPOt----ﬁbout 60

coneym  LOC 1attors

rir Depolt ~nd +he rcet from
40%

% from tho former ond

Q. Did you rocoive tho supply for cach ~irficld and then disgtri=-

bute 1t*%
A, No. Each a,/f reccived it direct from +hz Alr Depot. e simply

kept tasz records.




