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THE TRAVELS OF MINGLIAOTSE (Cont’d)
By T'vU LuNG

Rendered into English by LIN YUT'ANG

(e) Philosophy of the Flight

Mingliaotse then follows a mountain path, and finds him-
self in deep, rugged mountains. Thousands of old trees, with
creepers growing on them, spread their deep shade so that
one walking underneath cannot see the sky. There is not a
trace of human habitation, and not even a woodcutter or a
cowherd is in sight. He hears only the cries of birds and
monkeys around him, and a gust of infernally cold wind makes
him shiver. Mingliaotse proceeds with his friend for a long
while, when they suddenly see an old man with a majestic
forehead and a delicate face and green veins showing on his
eyeballs. His hair falls down to the shoulders, and he is
sitting on a big rock, hugging his knees. Mingliaotse goes
forward and makes a bow. The old man rises to his feet and
looks at him steadily for a long time, but does not say a word.
Going down on his knees, Mingliaotse speaks to him, “Is Father
an extraordinary person who has attained the Tao? How
otherwise can 1 find the sound of footsteps in this deep moun-
tain solitude? Your disciple has always loved the Tao and
in his middle age has not yet found it. I feel sad at the vanity
of this life which rapidly burns out like a flash from a flint.
or like oil in a pan. Will you please take pity on me and dis-
perse my ignorance?’ The old man pretends not to hear him.
But after Mingliaotse insists upon his request, he merely
teaches him a few words about being carefree and quiet and
the idea of inaction, and after a little while, goes his way.
Mingliaotse’s eyes follow him for a long while until he altoge-
ther dlsappears How does one explain the existence of such
an old man in this deep mountain solitude?

Then wandering farther on, he chances to come upon an
old friend of his. Sometimes when he thinks of those people
with whom he had formed a friendship on the basis of love of
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prose and poetry, or of respect for each other’s character, or of
business relations, or of personal intimacy and mutual under-
standing of one another’s hearts, or of a mutual confidence
in one another’s future, he begins to desire to see them again.
Then he goes straight to the home of his friend, without con-
cealing his identity. The friend bows to greet him, and seeing
that Mingliaotse is clad in such a strange dress, is surprised
and asks him some questions. ‘I have already retired from
the world, and Chichen of T'ungming is my master,” explains
Mingliaotse. “Are your sons and daughters all married?”
the friend asks. “No, not yet,” replies Mingliaotse. “How
can I wait to see them all married, which would be as impos-
sible for one who loves the Tao as to see the muddy water in
the Yellow River become clear? Tsep’ing! went away and
never returned home, but I am still looking forward to return-
ing to my homeland, in order to live in harmony with my
original nature.” The host then gives him vegetarian food,
and they begin to talk of the days twenty or thirty vears ago,
and feel that in the twinkling of an eye everything has passed
like a dream... The friend then bows his head and sighs, ex-
pressing his envy of the carefree life that Mingliaotse is lead-
ing.

“Are you not indeed a carefree man!” his friend says.
“Now wealth and power and the glories of this world are
things in which people easily get drowned. I sometimes see
an old man with white hair on his head marching slowly with
a stoop in an official procession, still clinging to these things
-and unwilling to let them go. If one day he quits office, he
looks about with knitted eyebrows. Inquiring if the carriage
is ready, he is still slow to depart, and passing out of the city
gate of the capital, he still looks back. When back at his
farm, he disdains to occupy himself with planting rice and
hemp and beans, and morning and night he will be asking for
news from the capital. Or he will still be writing letters to
his friends at the court, and such thoughts flit back and forth
in his breast ceaselessly until he draws his last breath. Some-
times an Imperial order for his recall to office arrives at the
moment when he is breathing his last, and sometimes the
official messenger arrives with the news just a few hours after
he closes his eyes. Isn’t this ridiculous? How have you
trained yourself that you are able to emancipate yourself from
gsuch things in good time?” (To be Continued)

1An ancient Taoist who went up to heaven—T77,
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