
How the Lawyers Think—Maritime Zones and the International Law of the Sea
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Coastal country has:
– Exclusive �sheries rights
– Exclusive rights to mineral 

resources

Coastal city has: 
– Exclusive rights to 

mineral resources after 
process to establish the
outer border of the 
continental shelf

All countries may �sh here and go to sea. 
International Law of the Sea applies here 
(UNCLOS).

Seabed Authority 
determines access and licenses

High
seas

Predominantly sovereign rights and national jurisdictions

Scope of “The Area”

Scope of the UNCLOS
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