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12 . JOURNAL OF A [Bombay.

and mostly built of wood. The fort is dirty, hot, and disagree-
able, particularly the quarter: near the bazar-gate, owing to the
mins of houses whicli were burnt down some time ago, and
have mever been removed; but new buildings are in many
places rising on the broken fragments of the old; so that the
strecls are become sosuneven as to render it disagreeable, if
nol dangerous, for carriages to pass through them. The most
important and interesting object in the fort is the dock-yard,
where a new dock is nearly finished, consisting of two basons,
in the, inner one of whiek there is already a seventy-four gun
ship on the stocks. The old dock is siill serviceable, though
much out:of repair, aud too small to admit a large ship; it
" was found a few inches too’short to receive the Blenheim, so
I.'hnt she could not reccive the repairs she required previous
1o her leaving India.  The uew dock is said o be complete
and excellent in its: kind; it is the work of Captam Cooper
of the Company’s engineers.  There is o steam-engine for pump-
ing it dry, the only onc on the island.  Bombay is the only
place i the Fast where the rise of tide is sufficient to construct
docks on a large scale, the highest spring-tides having never been
kuown to be above seventeen fect, and rarvely more*than four-
w.. e docks are the Company’s property, and the King pays
a high 1|16nlh[y rent for every ship taken into them. Near them
is the eastle, now used as an arsenal ; it belongs to the King, and
the governor of Bombay is nlio styled the governor of the King's
castle of Borbay, The hatbour is filled with vessels from all
nations, and of all shapes, but the largest and finest’ of the
foreigners ave the Arabs,  Our tra tle with them consists in hﬂmﬁ@s
pvm'lAs, coflee, gums of various kineds, honey, and gker,- which
i butter clarified and put into leathern jars,  Besides these arntic
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cles from Arabia, the Persian Gulf also furnishes dried fruits, ot=
tur of roses, tobacco, rose-water, a small quantity of Schiraz wine,
with a few articles of curiosity and luxury, as books, sorked
slippersy and. silk shawls. ‘The principal export from Bombay is
raw couton, which is chiefly drawn from the subject province of
Guzcerat, which Jikewise supplies us with whedt, nice, and catile,
besides, vessels of earthen ware and metal for cooling liquors, car-
nelians, and other rare stones. The Laccadive and Maldive
wslands furnish the greatest quantity of coco-nuts for oil and coler
for cordage; and from the forests of Malabar we gel timber and
virious drugs and gums, parlicularly the Dammar, which is
used here for all the purposes of pitch. Tu return for these things,
we furnish, British mianufactures, particularly hardware, and a
vatiety. of Chinese arlicles, for hicl Bomba_v is the great deplt
on this suleof}.udla. PPN R (O LR 1 0 5

%lhmﬂ‘mm we went o see the screwing-houses, wiere
tiabales of cotton ure packed to go on bourd ship. . The prosses
consist of a square frame, iy which the cotton is pliced, and
laggéfbea.m of great weight, which is fixed to the epd of 4 power-
‘ful screw. This screw is worked by a capstan, in a chambes
above, Lo each bar of which there are oflen thirty men, so that
there would be about twe bundred- and fory 10 each screw,
They turn. the screw with great swiftness at first, shouting the
whole lime,.the shouts ending in something like loud groans, as
the labour becomes heavier.  Hemp is packed in the suine man-
nier, butiit requires to be carefully laid inthe press. for the fibres
ard¥pt to beeak if they are bent. "

The ouly Boglish charch is in the fort ; it is larg(, but neithgs well
served nor attended, The Portoguese and Anuenian churehes are
numerous, both within and without (he walls, and there are three
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o Feb. 18.—We intended. to have left Pointe de Galle yesterday,
but were prevailed on to make an excursion to sce a celebrated
Bhudhist temple at Bellegam, about twenty milessouth-cast from
this place.  None but open. carriages are: used in Ceylen; we
iherefore went in bandies, in: plain: English: gigs, to the village of
Bellegam, where we breakfasted in . the rest-house on the sea-
shore. Al every station' round (the island ‘there aresrest-honses
for travellers, under the care of the Modeliary or head=man of the
place; in which ave tables and chairs, but beds-and table-furnis
ture are provided by the travellers. - As we accompanied one: of
the principal scrvants of government, the Maha Modeliar; or
overseer of all the head-men of the istand, attended us, and provid-
ed our breakfast ; the table was covered wilh ccstlyl'p‘i]ul:e,-'which
I found was all his property.  The rest-house was decorated Wwith
white and coloured ealico tied up in roses, and coco-nut leaves
split 0 as to form fringes.and festoons ;- the piliars of the viranda
were covered with palm leaves tied up in bunches, and 'a gateway
at a little distance was dressed in the manner of a Lriumphal arcly,
with leaves and many-coloured fowers. ' :

After breakfust we walked to the temple, through some of the
pretiiest fields I have seen in India. A flight of rude stone steps
leads to the building, which is low and mean, bugnear it are the
ruins of an older and ‘much handsomer structure.  Opposite to
the temple is a large solid conical building, supposed to cover the
ashes of a Bhudbist saint, one: of which ornaments the court of
every temple o Bhud. . Near it are two large trees, bothsacred s
one is the Peepil; a species of the banian, and the otlier bears
large sweet=scented yellow flowers, something like a eistus.

Within the temple is a recumbent figure of Bhud, tweniy-cight
feet long; bis countenance is broad and placid, his hair 18 curled

> 1
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like that of a lfegm,'and on the crown of his head is a flome-like
ornament, siich as T have seen in Montfaucon and Denon, on Lhe
heads of the Egyptian deities. iy

“The dress of the statue is like that of the priests of the temple,
and, as well as the figure, is' painted of a bright yellow' colour,
excepting a scarf, which is red. - Anothier Bhud is: seated‘in a
corner/on a cobra-capella, coiled up as aseat, whose hood forms
a canopy over his head. There is besides a. gigantic four-handed
statue of Vishnu, of a dark-blue colour, which appears to be of
poreelain. . 'The walis within the temple are covered with painted
figures of 1 Bhud, as they are called ‘here,” but-which: sirongly re-
semble the Jine figures I have seen elsewhere ; they are sitting
with-one leg over the knee of the other, and the fore-tinger of the
right hand applied to the thumb of theleft, in the attitade of con-
templation.  The outer walls are painled with an immense nun-
ber of figures, among which I noticed several exactly resembling
one in Denon’s 40th: plate, of a eonqueror holding the -haiv of @
number of enemies at once with one hand, while the other is raised,
appavently with the design of eutting off all the heads. . The priests
were all either unable ‘or unwilling to ' give any explanation of -
these pictares, which appear to referto the history or the my!.hu-
logy of the island, or both : :

Among the Bhudhists there are novdistinet cd&teu any man
may obtaio the honours of the priesthood who ‘can read the comn-
mon service of the temple, who has no bodily infirmity, who. is
strong enough to beg, and who will take a vow of celibacy: how-
ever, should heafterwards wish te mairy; he is at liberty to do
S0 o1 quit{i.ng the priesthood. These priests shave: their heads
entirely, and never cover them; they are clothed in yellaw; the
robe is very full, itis thrown over one shoulder, and leaves the
other 'bare. They carry in Uieir hauds a sinall oval fan made of the
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