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STATEMENT CF TEE JAPANES]

THE SHANGEAI INCIDENMT
MILITARY FCRCES,

1. 1t is the immut~tle nolicev of the Jabunese Government
to ersure by all means in their power the tranquillity of the
Far East and to contribute to the peaceful progress of the world.
Unfortunately of late yenrs the internal discord ané unsettled
political conditions pr2availing in Chinn, ccupled with rampant

anti-forecign ngitation, hnve givan cruse for serinus crnecern to

nll the cther Powers - aspecinlly to Japan, which bacausse of her

nogranhical preximity nnéd the vast interasts of hers whkich are
2 &

involved, has becn made to suffer 3 » foar grester degree than

[ 9
-

any other. "hile the Jnparesec Gove romant, in their snlicitude for
neighborly amity, and interneation-l gocd understarding, hove
exertec every c¢ffort to maintain n conciliantorvy attitude, Chins,
taking advantage of our modercstior, has resorted to fraquent
infringements of our rights =ané interests, to various ncts of
vieclence towards Jepanose r idents and to an intersification
of the vicious - . 1 which is witheut a paralle)
indirsct ruideance of the

which i 1€artifisd w h 13 Nationalist

It is in these circumstances that the Shanghai
nas broken out. It is simil~r to th2s rum~recus outragos
sults that had previously be~n p2rpatrated at Tsingtao, Focchow,
Canton, Amny and elsewhera, in thnt thoy are all charactzrized
¢ contempt fer Janar and tho Japanscsz and by acts of
physienl violence. The Shanghni Incident only haonens te be

the most flagrant casc. On the 9th of January last a vernscularp
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journal, the "Minkuo DPaily News", nublished an articls, insulting
the honer of our Imnerianl Eeucse, | afEterwards, on tha 18th,
n partvy of Jananese voricests and their companions, five nersons in
nll, were the subjzcts of an unproevokad attack by Chinose desnor-
adepes. As a rosult, thrae of the victims ware s2avar2sly weundead

and® ond wag V+ill=ad, Th2 shock of thes~2 ~2vents wns sufficiant to

2xnlede the long pwent-uv indignetirr £21¢ by the Japnn

dents in Shanghai, whe bhad suffsreu for many
had ex2rcis2d tho utmost restreint ir tho face of,
Chines2 atrocitizscs ~nd affrents.

Noting th: ex®¥remo crrvity ef the situatien, the Japancsas
Consul Gz2narnal, under the instruecticns o® the reovorrn~nt, and in
order te édo nll thrt was nesséibls te preavent, DPv a lececrl soluvtioen

o® the question, 2any <grrevatien n® the case, presantad te the

’

Mavor rf Shanghai on January %2lst » 2t of four deamoends including
onc for the dissolution e¢f nnti-daponass scecintiss. hro=s

I' n'elock in the =ftornron cf January 28th, the lizyor's reply acced-
ing tc th? above demands was receivec. Tha Japanage authrrities,
hoping 2 ireien migcht th2an ralax, dacidzq
watech the nsrfermnanee of thelr »nromis2 en th~e part
Howaver, scldizrs beclonging te th2 19th Army, then corcentratsd
in the viecinity cof Shanghai, began, for rsascors connscted with
irternal nolitics, to display sigiie of recalcecitrance towards the
Nanking authoritios, and anve~red tc be making hostilzs nrezparate-
ions in spite of ths Mayor's aczcaptances, ef cur tarms, thus
creatine a naw source of dancer. In the maartime Chinnee scldiers

in civiliarn engstume and verirus lawless amants hed gtrlon into

ths Internationnl Scsttlement, cro~tine n sourc2 o® danfFer ¢to tho
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qunrter in the vieinity of tho Municeipal Offices. Many alarming
rumors were in eirculation and th: residonts w2rc plunged into
nolice n® tha Chapci district having tokon
28th, 2t 4 n'cloek, the autheritics of
stat? of sing nnd th: nrmzd forcos
~f the Powars wore ordered cut te duty in ~ccordancz with = plan

~g¢ra2d upon. It was when the Japansso

LW

that had been previously
Marines wore procecding te 2 4 88 1gn soccter in

the Chinesec opened firc up~n thom, precipitating = conflict be-
tween Chinese and Jaonncsne arme€ forces, of whiceh th- prasont
situntion is the cuteccene,

4. 4s is clear from what has bacn s~iéd, the incidont of the
Chincse nssnult upon Javanese priss+ts and the Incidcnt of tho ~rme-
cd Sinn-Janancse con®lict wors antirely separnte affairs. Y'ith
regard to the armed eccllisicon, ~s it was antirely centrary to
cvery intention of ours, and as tho British and Amarican Consuls
Ganeral offered a tander of their gord
authorities sought te =2 crssation ¢ jtilities, nna,
fact, succezded con th- ) n arrivinz 2t 2n agroeozment for a2
truce. But on the fcllowing day the Chinese, in contravention of
their pledge, opencd firc cnecsc moro. ! . cenference sum
the 21ist, it was azresd that the ¢ppos - forces should

all hostile? action during thec progr?ss negotinticons

~stnblishment of 2 nazutral zone, Hewsver, th2 Chinesz,

the offensive, ~re ce¢entinuing the cenesntraticon of Trocns

naighberheod of Shanghais So far, th> Jnrnpansse navy, desiring,
in vizw of the internntienal ch-racter of Shanghni, net to agrra-

vate tho \ has refroinsd frea taking any drastic nction,
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while the Chinese, sproading r2ws of Japanose dofo-ts,
festing even crentear vebemarce in th2ir cctione.

fe In the 2xisting st~-t~ of ~ffeairs in China, uncentrerllad
nnd uncentrelladls, anéd in view eof histeoricnl pr~cedonts in esuch
cnses, w2 can have ne epssurnrec ns to the neossible brhavier of
%he vast armioces congregntz2é ir the Shonghai area, shruld unscru-
w»ulrus peliticiare eare to ircite thom. Our marines, cpn~saéd to
Chincscz forces outnumbering thsa bty mrre than ton to orns N PO

’

bairng wenpried ¢t~ ocxhrustien, while the nredicecam2nt rf thn Janpan-

- "

resideonts, f~cing imminoert dang2r ne they dn, is boyond ders-

cripticns In cordor tc mozt ths ebsoluts nocecassity cf at rneo
dospatching adequate militnry reinforcecemznte, g Ars ocbvie-
rus limitaticns to th? naval units which ¢~n b2

put an end to the men~ce cf th: Chinese armizs, te rostorzs Shang-
hai to normnl conditinne and t» relisve the inhebitants ~f ~1ll
natirnalitiocos ¢rem the str~ir ~f fear ~nd disquist, the dacisien
was takon te erder the necessary military forces to Shanghai.

6. It should be stated th~t this dnspateh of military
fnrces oarries ne more significance than the dosnrtech rf marineos
in accrrdance with the practic:z eon sevsral previcrus ccensirns,
and that the Jananese Government are promptsd by ne erther metivo
than that of dircharging their intern~tion-l duty and c® snfa-
guarding th:s large numdbor rf fa var2s2 natirnals, and the Japonese
nrepcrty worth many hundrzds ef milliens, invnlvad in th2 g ffair.

The oxpeditionary forece has bosn thorefere limited to~ tho
strecngth absclutely reoquircod fror the 2bovc purposss, and its
action will b2 guided srlaly by th? pvcliey ¢f vpretscting the

comnecn interests of <11 the Pewars. Unloss the Chinesz, by

wd ’
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cortinuing hrstilities rr by rchstrveting rur army 1ir “tteining tho
abkevs onds, compals it te trn¥2 nceassary nctien, thar?

eourse ro intenticn whatever that it should ~nt2r upnn

gressive ecmpnign. The Japineso Gevernmont havs alrenady declaroed

that thoy choerish nr orlitic~l ambiticns in the rogien of Shoang-

hni, ner any thought rf cneronching thors th2 rigchts 2nd

interoste rf cny other Powors, "hat they doslrs is te opromerts tho
s~fety ~nd prcsperity of that regier by eorperation with cthor

Pevyeors and mutu::l nss ] on e > e to centributs t» the psnco

and well-bz2ing cof the
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