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Interrogation number USSLS 200, Mav. Mo, 48,




TR.NSCRIPT

Q. Dié the Japanese have a specific development unit whose mise
sion was to experiment with anti-submarine devices only?

A. Yes, at YOKOSUKA, air Group Anti-Submarine Rese=rch Sectlon
(HAN) carried out experiments with anti-submarine detector de=-
vices and radar; and also the SAEKI Air Group at SAEK: carried out
experiments. At SAEKI, troinine was given to nilots and crew who
core from vaorious units for tralning with the MAD and radar.
Exverienced pilots who had received research study at YOKOSUKA
were often sent to SALEKI to instruct others, This training be-
gan early lest yeer in 1944 at YOKOSUK:,

Q. VWere sqguacrons trained as units?

L. The souacdrons scldom trained as @ unit. The neerby bases, such
as SAEKI andé the other eoir bases, cenerally sent 1/3 of their pi-
Jjots to this training tase enc others. This 1/3 would receive
their training anc¢ return to the base and another 1/3 would go.
However, in instances of distant bases such as SINGAPORE, a part
of the pilots and crew were sent to reccive such training; but
this pert would be only aboul 1/10 of the unit and this 1/10 would
return to bcse ond instruct the others. This method iwas usec due
to the difficulty in transportation and scarcity of pilots and
CrelVe

Q. Was this research ~nd troining conductedé jointly with surface
forcey

e There wos only one eorea where any practice group wos gilven
actual expericnee in search with convoy anéd that was in the BUVGO
STRLITS. Joint treaining exercises were conductec with actual ves-
sels using a toeme subrerine for a targct. Experienced pilots fromu
outlying bases werc rcturned to JAPLY for this speciclized traln-
ing and l-ter usecd as jnstructors at t.e outlylng tases,

Q. Did pilots object to snti-subiarine duty?
2. The pilots otjectcd and much preferred active corbats,

Q. Lid you rotatc pilots from one type c¢uty to another?

L. .t the beginning cf the war when we didn't have racar =nd i..D
devices, wc rototed their cuty; but later on, becszuse of the
spceinlization involved, the pilots and crew were fixed,

Q. When making an atteck on a submarine, were rilots allowed to
drop depth charges after the subl:arince disappearcc below the
surface?

fie YES ¢

Q. How mony seconds after the subrarine c¢isappcared from sight
werc thcy =2llowed to attack? |
Lbe Within 30 sccontsS.

Q. What zction ¢id planes that vere not equipnec¢ with liD take
after sighting 2 submarine that they were unable to attack?

4e The plene would érop & nierker on the water and ot the seane
tire call for 14D equippcd plones to come out TO scarch. In the
mcantime, they would continue tO circle to try #nd loczte the sub-
marine. The radius of the eirclc w-s approximately 20 miles.

Q. Whet speed dild you assumc thet the United States svbmsrine
made submerged?

L. TIf a subiorine knew tiot it hac¢ teen discovered, we assurcd
th-t it w-s r2king 10 knots; if it wes submerged a2t thce time of
discovery, it w-s making four knots,

Q. How long did you follow =2 contret tefore you abandoned 1it7
A, Three dcys and nig:tse
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TRLNSCRIPT of Interrogztion (Lt. Comér. OKALOTO, T., I.J.V.).
3. Dié you use surface vesscls to assist aftermaking contrct?
L. Yes. Surface vcssels were clways uscd to develop a cortact.

Q. Were the surface vessels dirccted to the cstirated position
of the submerinc by L.4D planes?
HLe YES.

0., Whet size of depth bombs dic your aircres ft use?
.;;Li 250 kéi

R, Dic¢ you cctually usc any othcr nirborn wearon besides depth
bombs?

L. Wec had nothinc tesidcs bombs. Thc tomb was 2 stendard 250 kg
boirb with a modified flaot noss attachment and 2 speciel teil, @
nose and tail fusc vwas used.,

O, Whot depth setting ¢id you usc?

Le We nsed 25 zng 45 i If thc subtnarine was discovered nceorky

a8 convoy &t periseope ¢ pth ané imnmcdistely submerged, we cropped
tr.e 25 meters il Time pkw,bd ~né gove the subrisrinc tirz to g0

to a lower depth, we would dror the 45 rcter tomb.

Q. Li¢ vou drop more tiegn onc depth bomb 2t o Tinc¥
4 o

Ls Gonerelly we dropnaé only one, but sorctires two.

0. VThen dropped two, Whot spree weE UselY
Ly None, the Lomtes Were drOpnca sirultancously. Only cxpcricnccd
pilots wer: allowed to Crop =211 bombs at oncece.

Q. Lt whet distrnee frorm the svbrorine weos 1t neeossery to ¢cX-
plodc the cepth chorge ir ordcr to sink the subirritey

Ls Vith the 250 kg torb it had to it within 13 meters ol tho
submerine in order to Sin. ‘ts The sumaller plances cguipped with
60 kg borbs hrd to moke n circet hit on the subrerinc to sink 1t.

Q. Estirste how mony subni-rines were sunk by airer 330 i v

L+ I the SOUTH SHi. ares DCTWEED FORMOSn PHILIFPINES =né SING-
APORE, seven sunkj; in the JAPALN irce, wce clairud four sunk. Thils
18 by Joint wse of LLD and surlface vcsscls. I do not know how
rneny were sunk by esireraft only.

Q. Whot metho¢ did the Japencse usc in cetermining wnether or
not the subresrinc was destroyeda?

L. Onc, bv oil slick; scconcd, kubkles; third, ccbris; and fourth,
sound .

0., Did the Japancsc cver consider the use of rockets ageinst sub-
marincs’y

ks 'There wes & time vvhen wethought tr-~t we would like to put roc-
kets on the planes to usc ofainst suburrin:s, but we had to cis~
eryrd the pleh becruse the plcnes thiet we verce using vicre fcew.
Sceond, w¢ ierc usint "scconcary'" circroft, i.c., olc planes.

O, Lid you cver Bgks 2h at*ﬁck gt nizbt Yith Tleresy
Le Ta never mesed floros ggeinst subrarires but wc cdic night ot-
tacks by racel.

Q. Whot neons of illuninatior 6id you use?

e There werc no gctual ﬂtt eks wrde spelnst ;lLericsn subnarines
2t night bty Jopencsc pl-ncss they only practiccc reancuvirs 1n
thet PCSpuCt. However, tkcv mode pe trols =t right.,

Q. Diéd you attcmpt to rark rcodar contect with float lights?
ive Ve dropred =n =cctylene gas flrrc vwhich rede contazt with the
wrter and kburned.
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Q. How long did it burn?
A. The small one lasted thirty minutes and the large one five te
Si}{ hO'l.lI"S ®

Qe FHow much did the lame one weigh?
A. Tour kilograms. |

Qe In regard to [AD gear, assume that the pilot was flying at 50
meters, what cdepth below the water was it expected to detect 2
sutmarine?

A, 'With good equipment, pilots and crew, 250 reters maximum.

Qe What is the normal radius of detection of the HAD?
A. 150 meters. |

Qe Whenr flying in forration making a I:AD sweep, what was the ¢dis-
; tance between planes?
A« B0 to 100 meters.

Q. When sweeping in acdvance of a convoy, did you keep station
on the escort vesselsy

A, Yes,

Qe Is the aluminum slick automatically dropped as soon as the air-
craft is within detecting distance?

A. Yes., It is automatically c¢ropped; by the lAD gear, As scon

as the contact is irace, a re¢ light is flasl'ed on to warn the pi-
lot anc the aluwinum slick is cdrornred irrediately. The distance

of the slick from the submarine cepencs upon the depth of the sub-
marine ancd angle of approach of tie aircrsft. The free travelling
of the slick between the aircraft and the water is computed; using
a system of tarles which incorpor:sted speed and altitude.

Q. After making the seconc¢ turn in the I:AD pattern and reaching
the 90° to the original track, 1s an effort made to pass directly
between No., 1 and Mo. 2 slick? (Note: For diagram of psttern
see Interrogation MAiV., 48)

A. Yes, this pattern can also be executed by two planes; in which
case the second plane attempts to lead the first slick at a dis-

tance of atout 150 L. while flying perpendicular to the track of
the first planec. -

Qe Using this syster could you detect subrarires at speeds above
) four knots?

A. L single plare can not track a submarine raking rore¢ than

four knotsj; however, two planes working together can trsck sub-

marines at any speed that might be used. The size of the tri-

angle formed by the slicks depende upon the specd of the submarine.

Q. How were the LAD marke~s distinguished as to pattern?
A, We used three separate colors of aluminum powder.

s Was any effort mace to drop the btomb sutomatically with the
wAD? -

A, There was no effort made to drop the bonb automatically. It
was 1mpossible to achicve accurate bombing.

e Were anti-submrarinc asircraft fitted with recar sesrch rcccivers?
Ae. Installation was mace in someé units beginning December 1944,
Priority weas given to carrier task forcec plancs an¢ the anti-
supbmarine planes were not connletely equipped. 1 do not krow the
performance ohtaincd.
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