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U, 8. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PiCIFIOC)

/0 POSTMASTER, SAN FRANCISCO

IITERROGATION NO. (USSBS 441) Plece: Tokyo
NaV NOy 95 Date: 25 November 1945
Time: 0°50 -~ 1100

Divigion of Origzing Naval aAnalysis Division.
Subjcets  Japenese Navel Operations in NEW GUINEA area.
Peraonnel interroratec and Backeround of each?

Captain OHMaK, Toshikazu, IJN, is a2 ravel officer of 25 yecars
service, In June 1942 he wae trensferred from the Bureceu of Millitary
affeirs to the Staff of the Seutheast aree Meet, in which cepacity
he planned and cdirected the First Battle of SAVO ISL.AND, From
December 1943 he was on the Staff of the First Modbile Fleet and
took part in the plennins end executinon of the operations for the
defense of the MARIANAS encd of the SHILIPPIN:ES es Chief of Steff
to Vice admiral OZaWA, Commancer in Chief First Mobile Fleet anc
Third Fleet. From January 1945 he has been adtashed to the Naval
Generel Staff. g

Where intérv*ewed: Naval War College,
Interrorator: Commander T, H, Moorer, USK,
Interoreter: DLiout, Commander S, Millsteln, USNS,
Allied Officers Present:  None,
SUMMARY
Captain OHMAE furnishes 1nfnrm9tiog;rela;1ve to activities
of Ninth Fleet in HEW GUINEA Areca an” cdlscusses the effect

of the NEW GUINEA Operations on Jepanese seneral nleanning
durins the course of the war,
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Transerinpt of Interrogation of (Cantain OHMAE, Toshikezn, IJN,)
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Q. At the time when tie SHOHO wes sunk on % Mey 1942, you
| intended to cepture PORT MOLSEBY, after thet sinkins,cid

you ever vlen tn attempt enother invesinn of PORT MORSFBY?

Ao On 4 May, Jevenese fnoPces were enroute to PORT MO SEERY
to occupy thet erea, after the neval eneerement further
plane were mace tn cnmplete this operatinn and the Eishth
Flcet wes esteablished at RABAUL, BEowever, forces oricinally
intended to be used in the second attemt were expended 1n
sctivities in the SOLOMONS: and st the ssme time, the
Japanese army introduced the plan nf advencinr on PORT
MOLSEBY across the OWEN STANLEY Mounteins. Conscquently, a
second ettempt to invede PORT MOASEBY was never made.

Q. hen did you sctivetc the Ninth Fleet in WEWALR
A, 15 Octnber 1943, It was deectivated on the 10 July 1944,

Qe Do you reeall wvhat shins were in the Ninth Fleet?
A, Very smally . two or three mineswceners, 7ne Or two destroyers
and one coestel defense ship,

Qe Wes there 2 georrevhicel division of resnonsitility bdetween
the Eishth and Ninth Fleets? S

A, Ycs, the Ninth Fleet was merely a bese farce and overeted
alon~ the NEW GUINEA Coast, The mission of the Ninth
Fleet wae meinly edministretive in order to effect communications
with the Japencse Army in NEW GUIT‘T"A and. leern how the war
was ."oing there,

Qe Yhy wes not the Ninth Fleet reinforcecd in order that 1anc-
in~s elons the UEW GUINEA Coest could be ~vwnosed by surfece
veesels? ;

A, At first we were very busy with SOLOMONS invasion; also hed
no rore forces in NEW GUINEA Area, ¥e thoucht that protection
of the SOLOMONS and drewins your navel strenasth there wes
more important then NEYW GUINEA, because we thourht from tho
SOLOMONS vou could &0 risht un to TRUK, after your centure
of SalaMAU and LaE conditions in NEW GUINFA were found tn be
very serious and in order thet nroper liaison would te
mainteined betweon the Army in NEW GUINEA and the Navy in
2aBAUL the Ninth Fleet was ectivated, It was not the in-
tenticn to build up a larce force. :

Qe VWhen did you commence the high peed destroyer transport
gyatom down to NXEW GUINBEA?

A On 87 June 19412 we sent en army force to BUIN, We tested tho
destroyer transport system maybe Aurust 1942, On % or O J an-
uery 1943 we sent Army force to LAE end five out of six
resular trensnorts succeeded in landine sunnlies, Next
time, on 3 March, we lost six trensnorts and four cncortineg
destroyers, so we rerlized it wae very serious and we could
send only by destroyer to FINSCHAFEN, From there Army lorces
could move supplies up elons ¥iW GUINEA Coast by ronad, 4s a
regult of the failure of 3 March (Battle of Bismark Sea) Army
decided to send their forces from WEWAK and MADANG to malke
road to LAE; but it took lone time, end in fact they did not
gonc. forces in time. YWhen U, S. army forces come to FINSCEAFEN
about 22 September 1943, two or three battalions hed arrived
by rozd:s but rosd was very incommlete s» our
army idn't cerry heavy zuns, They walked throush the mountains
with only rifles, an could not fight as well es nossible,
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What do you think was the most immortant factnr which led to

the abandonment of RABAUL?

That oceurred efter I left, but 1 believe that the loss and
aerious damace to the Janranese Air Force in the. 2LJLOMONS causead
the decision to withdraw forces from RABAUL Area.

sfter the ADMIRALTY ISLAYDS were captured did you anticinate

a move back throu~h NEW GUINEA or throuch the Central PACIFICY
We expected both, tut mainly we thousht you were very anxious

to attack PALAU directly. At that time there were two opinlons,
one to SAIPAN and one from ADMIGALTIES to ~n0 to PALAU, Commender
in Chief, Grand Fleet warned that American Forces would come

to TALAU directly before you attoclked SAIPAN and TINIAN on June
1944, 80 before that time we made nlans nnly for protection of
PALAU, We heve no idea to mrotect GUAM end SAIPAN at that

time: in fact, we thousht you would #o to PALAU before the
MARIANAS, so the operation plen of AGO was mainly for pectection
of PALAU, The mlan was leter modified %o protcct the MARTIANAS,
It was first thought that the American ¥-r-es would mrnceed
from ADMIRALTIES to PALAU and vplans were mace 0 ficht major
encacement between PHILIPFINES and PALAU. 'hen it was eviden®
that your fleet was ~olins t0 the KARLANAZ, 1t was nlanned to
ficht off the MarIANAS,

Durins the U, S. advance thfou~h BOLLANDIA, BIAK, etc,
was thore eny serious consiceration to onvosin~ the in-
vasions with larse nevel surface forces?

No, bccause Americans were VEry gtrons in Northwest NEW
GUINEA and BIAK and we were weeak,

When you executed the aGO rlan, 21id you atandoncd the KON -
Alen altogether?

Yes, 4GO is main operetionel mlan, When you ceme to0 BIAK we
made tontetive plan for sendins fleet to transport troon
roinforcomenta, The KON Plan which involved use of ths
YAMATO, MUSASHI, two heevy crulsers osnd six destrnyvers was

made for that purnose,

At that time, these ships were based 1in the PHILIINKS?

Yes, at TaWITAWIN, Militery forces were prevarcd at ZiMBOaNGA
where they boarded the shins. The oricinal KON Plan involved
uee of two lirht cruisers and destroyers, but dma to the
presence of American Tesk Force north of BlaK, force wes
incressed to include YAMATO, MUSASEL, two heevy cruisers and
six destroyers, However, on 1l June we oxccuted AGO rlan
because of your move on SAIL AN,

at thet time you moved all naval eircraft from NEW GUINEA

to FALAU, abandonced KON Jlan and rendezvoused your fleet,
Does that mean that the Javancse Navy mace the decision te
abandon NEW GUINFA?

Yes, the situetion at SAI AN and GUAM was more serious, sO

we abandoned NEW GUINEA and left resmonsidility of NEW GUINEA
Areca to the Arnmy,

Were the MARIANAS considered more important because their cap-
ture would introduce a threat to the homeland or %o the

rHILI: PINEST .

Both, at that time we had a reserve of fuel 2nd tankers and viere in
a position to destroy the American Fleet. The AGO TFlan desimmed
to brins it to =2ction and destroy -1t at a poeition clear of land-
bagsed air protection and within reach of our land-besed alr,
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After the American landings in the PHILIPFINES, what
directives were issued relative to defense of the aree
south of the rHILIFPINES inecluding BORNEO and CELEBES?
The decision was made to withdraw all forces from the
BOXNEO, CELEBES, JAVA Area to SUMATRA and MALAYA and leave

only Army forces to protect anchorages and important
oll centers,

Were you successful in withdrawing your forces?

The above plan was very difficult to execute due to
american attacks on Japanese shippineg and transportation
facilities.. However, the Japenese were successful in
moving two Army divisions from the CELEBES -~ BORNEQO Area
to MALAYA, At the time of the Americen attack on MOROTAI,
BALIKFAFAN and TARAEKAN, Japanese forces were very small
and only harbors and oil centers were manned with troops,
There was no plan to reinforce CELEBES - BORNEO Area but
rather to evacuate it, After February or March 1945 the
Southern Army was in operational control of all naval
forces in the SINGAVORE Area., This change in control
took place immediately after the ISE, FYUGA and main part
of the Japanese Fleet left for JAYAN in February 1945,
Aall naval forces in the SINGAIORE Area were then 1left
under operetional control of the Japanese Army.

During the entire war when you were very closely connected
with olanning, were your decisions offected at any time by
the Allied mining effort? Did it have eny effect on your
rians for militery operations?

Very little, only vlace where mines interferred with militery
operaticns or plans was at KAVIENG beginnins Aucust 1943, At
that time KAVIENG was very important because it was used as a
sUDD1Yy Dbase a2nd after mine attacks it was necessary to take
chips directly from TRUK to RABAUL where they were then
subjecuved to 2ir attack,

How ebout SINGAPORE? Did the mining interfere with the use
of SING/sORE by your fleet?

Didn't effect use of harbor much, I have heard one cruiser
had troutle with the minings, but senerclly speakins SINGLDRE
wes quite ell right, Minin~ éid nnt interfere with the use
of SINGArOEE “arbor. Most of the Javanese Navy in SINGASORE
refurned to the Inlgnd Sea in Februery 1945,

Then KAVIENG was the only rlace vhere mining affected your:

No effect in sny other place, I think. -

Do you recall how meny ships were sunk by mines there!
One crviser camaged, two or three destiroyers damaged, 5 or
6 tranasnorte sunk or damaged, The numbter is not sure,
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