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The idea of line and line-composition has always been deemd the great strength of Chinese art.

In calligraphy each stroke of the brush is supposed to be instinet with its own principle of
life and death, and to combine with the other line to accentuate the fromal beauty of an ideog-
raph. So the excellence of a great painting rests in its expression or accentuattion of outlines
and contours, each line having an abstract beauty of its own. (Bushell ; Chinese srt. vol. 2)
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