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vivement qu’elles voudront bien diminuer ces grosses
dettes.

D’apres le traité sino-étranger, le délai de rembour-
sement ou des sommes a rembourser pour les indemnités
de 1900 durera.36 ans; depuis ’an 1901 jusqu’a cette
année, la Chine n’en a remboursé qu’ un quart, et pour
I’opérer, les Chinois souffrent beaucoup. Nous savons
que les étrangers ne veulent pas que nos Chinois souffrent
ainsi.

I Amérique est un pays républicain: par pitié pour
nous, elle a déja refusé de prendre les sommes que les
Chinois doivent lui payer pour les indemnités de 1900,
ce qui prouve que les Américains sont tres doux envers
nous.

I Angleterre est tres civilisée et aussi bonne que
I’ Amérique; elle compte aussi nous permettre de diminuer
le montant des sommes a rembourser. Les autres nations
étrangéres ont une méme sympathic envers nos Chinois;
nous sommes sir qu’elles consentiront & en faire autant.

C’est pourquoi nos Chinois doivent s’efforcer de leur
demander ‘cette faveur spéciale. Si cette demande
aboutit, ce sera un grand honneur pour nos Chinois et
nous célébrerons annuellement une magnifique féte, afin
d’en perpétuer la mémoire.—From L’Fcho de Chive 16
Avril 1914.



[ 8 ]

Seulement ce sont les Chinois innocents qui sont
chargés de payer ces indemnités. Ils paient les pots
cassés par des princes et de hauts fonctionnaires en petit
nombre. Et les puissances étrangeres doivent le savoir.

Du temps de I’ex-dynastie mandchoue, la cour traitait
les affaires politiques selon son opinion personnelle.
Aussi ne représentait-elle pas le peuple et celui-ci ne
devrait-1l pas étre tenu responsable de ce que faisaient
les princes et hauts fonctionnaires.

Ce n’est qu’apres 'installation de la république que
le peuple a pu commencer a participer a la politique.

Puisque jadis les Chinois s’étaient chargés de payer
les indemnités des troubles des boxeurs organisés par les
princes et hauts fonctionnaires en petit nombre,
naturellernent, maintenant ils doivent les payer compléte-
ment pour étre quittes envers les puissances étrangeres.

Mais actuellement, la Chine est trés pauvre; de
nombreux Chinois se font pillards, brigands et voleurs et
se livrent au désordre méme dans les concessions
étrangeres. Ne pouvant pas rembourser ces grosses
dettes, la Chine est forcée d’emprunter aux étrangers une
énorme somme destinée a le faire; c’est un tres grand
malheur pour les Chinois. Leurs dettes deviennent de
plus en plus considérables; ils ne peuvent s’empécher de
demander aux puissances étrangeres d’avoir la bonté et
la générosité de diminuer les sommnies & rembourser pour
les pertes de 1’an 1900, afin de soulager leur fardeau.

Mais cela ne dépend pas seulement du gouvernement
chinois; il est utile que le peuple chinois le demande aux
puissances étrangéres; c’est pour cela, estimant que les
puissances étrangeéres ont grande pitié d’eux, que les
Chinois osent leur réclamer ce privilége, en espérant tres
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Discours de M. Yang Veng-tieng, I'un des
fondateurs ‘de [P’association chargee de
demander aux puissances étrangeres de ne
plus recevoir les indemnites des boxeurs.

Les relations entre la république chinoise et les

. », LN . 4 .

puissances étrangéres deviennent de plus en plus étroites.

Ceci prouve que les nations du monde connaissent I'hu-
manité et sont.entrées dans la période de la civilisation.

Seulement les traces des troubles des boxeurs de 1900
n’ont pas encore été effacées et'la Chine qui est aux prises
avec les difficultés pécuniaires i’ a pas les fonds disponibles
pour payer les indemnités étrangeéres. |

Les princes et fonctionnaires de 1’excour mandchoue
Tsang-chiong, Tsai-yi, Yu-yeng, Siu-tong, etc., avaient
fomenté les troubles des boxeurs. En offensant les
puissances étrangeres, ils porterent beaucoup de tort au,

peuple.

Ces princes et hauts fonctionnaires diaboliques
avaient excité les boxeurs a attaquer les 1égations étran-
géres et & massacrer des étrangers pour provoquer
I’indignation des nations étrangeres. Les troupes alliées
avaient alors pénétré 4 Pékin et a Tientsin, semant la
panique dans ces deux villes.

Sachant bien que quelques princes et de hauts
fonctionnaires, en petit nombre, seuls, avaient motivé ces
troubles et par pitié des Chinois innocents, les puissances
étrangeéres avaient accepté des indemnités s’élevant a 450
millions de taéls. Vraiment elles avaient été trés
indulgentes envers nous.
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the Powers to reduce or remit the amount of indemnities
they have exacted from China on account of the Boxer
Trouble of 1900, appears to be well supported. Beside
the increasing number of Chinese supporters which the
Society has now gained, Mr. Wang Wen-tien has suc-
ceeded in obtaining a promise of unconditional support
from Mr. Medhurst of Great Britain, and Mr. Chen Kuo-
chuan, Secretary of the Anglo-Chinese-American Friendly
Association, has introduced an Officer of the -Austrian
Army who has given his hearty approval also. Mr. Chen
has undertaken to write to Dr. Macklin of Nanking and
Mr. Thwing of Peking, asking for their sympathetic and
helpful co-operation.—From North-China Daily News, 24
April 1914.
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our people. It will display the virtue of the powers
and serve as a monument to testify as to their having
attained a high humanitarian standard. We hope that
the powers concerned will listen to this sincere and
respectful appeal, and will see their way to withdraw the
claims for the Boxer indemnity. We also beg for the
support of all those who have the spirit of Humanity and
who would like to assist in this movement. Further
details in regard to the carrying out of this object will be
announced later on.

BOXER TROUBLE INDEMNITY.

Messrs. Wang Wen-tien, Yu Sheng-ting, Chow Ching-
chuan and other prominent Chinese merchants have just
started a movement in which it is proposed to appeal to
the various powers concerned to deduct certain amounts
from the indemnity connected with the Boxer trouble of
1900 as was done by Americans. A long announcement
has been issued for circulation throughout China in which
the Manchu princes and nobles are severely blamed.
Influential Chinese including Dr. Wu Ting-fang, Mr.
Chen Kuo-chuan and others have consented to support
the appeal, while some foreigners have been invited and
agreed to assist. A preliminary meeting took place on
the 13th inst. at No. 19 Burkill Road and it is reported
that more than 1,000 leading Chinese have joined this
movement.—From Shanghar Mercury, 16th April, 1914.

BOXER INDEMNITIES.

The Society, promoted by Dr. Wu Ting-fang, Messrs.
Wang Wen-tien, Yu Sun-ting and others, to appeal to
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of their claims. We therefor shall base our appeal on
the grounds of morality and good will.

The period fixed for paying the Boxer indemnity .1s
36 years and from 1901 up to the present, we have paid
about one fourth. Although, this sum may appear very
small to the powers concerned, yet its effect on China is
tremendous and creates much misery and suffering among
our people which no one with a humanitarian spirit could

bear to see.

The people of the United States of America are
advanced in learning and have the spirit of humanity
very high. A few years ago, they withdrew their claim
for the Boxer indemnity and now the English people
who are equally advanced with the United States of
America are thinking of doing the same.

The sympathy of England towards China 1s very
apparent and other civilized nations, we presume, have
the same feedings. It is hoped that the movement for
reliquishing the Boxer indemnity will grow and become
brighter and brighter like the early sun shine as it 1s
based upon the best humanitarian lines. The only fear
we have 1s thav the difference of opinion of the powers
may prevent the natural development of these high
motives. At present China is almost upside down and
this fact is well known to foreign powers. We can
therefore only make this apology and appeal on the
grounds of humanity. We hope that the powers will
pity our poverty and grant our request from these high-
est motives. Of course, it is for the powers concerned
to decide whether this request is acceptable on the
grounds of morality, but should they agree to-meet us,
1t will be a blessing to China, and bring prosperity to
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is our explanation to the powers to whom the debts are
due. As a matter of fact, the people are the elements of
a nation, but during the time of the Manchu Autocray, the
people were placed entirely in darkness and had no oppor-
tunity of communicating with the officials. The latter did
not represent the people and the few Manchu princes and
high officals also did not represent even the whole class
of officals. Hence the people were powerless to stop the
trouble when the Manchu princes and officals brought it
about. When however the New Chinese Republic was
founded, the people at last were able to take some control
of their own affairs, and therefore they can now apologize
for the past crimes of the Manchu princes and nobles
who brought our country into disgrace. It is also their
duty to explain their positions to the powers concerned
about the payment of the indemnity for the crime
committed by these princes and nobles.

But during the present financial crisis, some of the
Chinese have become robbers and thieves which result has
also affected the foreign settlements. Our Government
is compelled to make loans for the payment of the said
indemnities; but the method is only like ‘‘Cutting ones
own flesh to fill up the holes left by small-pox.’”” While
the people are anxious to pay off the indemnity, yet
they are not able to carry out that they wish to do. For
these reasons we are perhaps justified in appealing to the
powers concerned to withdraw their claims for the
indemnity of 1900 in order to lessen our burden.

Although the people of the various nations are
friendly towards each other individually, yet as nations,
their governments creat differences and barriers which
prevent us from making the appeal legally for with-drawl
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without any reason; and foreigners were murdered. For
these actions, the powers were angry and sent allied troops
to Peking and Tientsin which at that time were greatly
disturbed.

It was however due to the kindness of the powers in
considering that the Chinese people were innocent,
that they did not wish to punish anyone who was not
guilty. Besides this, the powers were of the opinion that
as a punishment inflicted on these Manchu princes and
higl: officials who were responsible for the trouble, it was
agreed that an indemnity of Taels 450,000,000 should be
paid by instalments with interest thereon, and peace was
accordingly restored.

Judging from the above, the attitude of the powers
was apparently very sympathetic; but on our part, we
Chinese had not only at the time of the trouble strongly
protested against the Boxer movement; but some were put
to death because they had blamed the Manchus for the
trouble. It was on account of these protests failing in their
object that this calamity was brought about and a ‘‘high
and big tower of debts’’ was built upon the shoulders of
the people. Since then, though payments have been
made from time to time at due dates, the whole debt has
not yet been entirely paid off. We Chinese people are
therefore being punished although we are innocent. We
have no objection to suffering for other countries if it
benefit them, and we cannot object to payment as the
indemnity was for crime committed. Upon examining
the process of these claims, we however, notice that the
foreign powers were not unanimous in their claims, nor
was the crime admitted by the Chinese people. It was
entirely due to the foolish and stupid action of a few of the
Manchu princes and high officials above named, and this



TRANSLATION

CHINESE ANNOUNCEMENT OF MOVEMENT FOR
APPEALING TO THE FOREIGN POWEKS TO
GIVE UP THE BOXER INDEMNITY:

Lately, the friendly attitude of Chinese people
towards the foreign powers is increasing, while on the
other hand, the sympathy of the powers towards China
is also more sincere. This is really a world wide move-
nment for mutual help on humanitarian lines. We are
fortunate enough to have this opportunity and therefore
how careful and diligent must we be to exert ourselves in
order to meet the kindness of the friendly powers which
are so anxious to help us. Tt is a matter of “which no
Chinese should lose sight.

But as the barbarous crimes committed in 1900 have
not yet been washed away, how can we, with our present
financial inability to pay off the indemnity as early as
possible in order to do away with the bad memory, face the
powers to which the money is owed? When we speak
about this question, we cannot but feel bitter against the
late Manchus, such as Prince Tsai Hsuen, Prince Tsai Chi,
ex-Governor Yu Hsien, Minister Hsu Tung and others
who foolishly brought “about this great calamity and
thereby not only offended the friendly powers but also
ruined our people.

During the year 1900, the above named princes and
high officials of the Manchusshamelessly and mischievous-
ly created the Boxer trouble; the Legations were attacked



FINANCIAL NIGHTMARE.

The Foreign Incubus :—

‘““Why don’t you get up, and try to be a man?’’

Voice from Beneath :—

‘“ Well, get off my chest and give me a chance!”’

— S

FROM THE

NATIONAL REVIEW
i mo & B

19 APRIL 1914,







