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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: Navy Dental Corps Celebrates 106 Years

1. MESSAGE FROM THE CHIEF, NAVY DENTAL CORPS

Officers of the Navy Dental Corps,

On August 22nd, the Navy Dental Corps will celebrate one hundred six years of proud history. |
thank each of you for your dedicated service to our nation and for shaping our proud heritage as we
reminisce on our decorated past, celebrate our present, and look to our promising future.

The Navy Dental Corps has stood at the tip of the spear since its inception in 1912, developing
officers who not only ensure the dental readiness of our fighting force, but who lead from the front,
assuming roles as commanding officers, deploying with carrier strike groups, and integrating with Marine
Expeditionary Units. As we look back at our history, there are examples of bravery, innovation, and
perseverance by dental officers under very challenging conditions in peace and conflict, ashore and afloat.

On December 7" 1941 during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, LCDR Hugh Alexander, senior

dental officer aboard the USS Oklahoma (BB-37), assisted numerous crew members trapped in a
compartment as a result of damage by the enemy. LCDR Alexander selected sailors who were small
enough to make their escape through a narrow porthole, not more than 14 inches in diameter, and
continued giving assistance until the end, sacrificing his life as the ship sank. Seventy-seven years later,
the story of his courage and gallantry humbles and inspires all who hear it. Earlier this year, the Secretary
of the Navy posthumously awarded LCDR Alexander with the Silver Star Medal for his valor, making
him the seventeenth Navy Dental Corps officer to receive the Silver Star Medal over our one hundred six
year history.

As we celebrate our Corps’ birthday, | ask you to remember our colleagues who have made the
ultimate sacrifice. We must never forget their heroism and what an honor and privilege it is to serve in
this capacity.

I thank each of you for your selfless service and proudly salute you on a job extremely well done!

Your ongoing commitment to serve is the key to ensuring our future success. Happy 106th Birthday
United States Navy Dental Corps!

RDML G. D. Shaffer

Dental Corps
Birthday Letter




2. 106IHBIRTHDAY MESSAGES FROM THE SG, MC, NC, MSC, HC & CC

The following messages were sent to Chief, Navy Dental Corps from the Surgeon General; Chief, Medical
Corps; Director, Nurse Corps; Director, Medical Service Corps; the Force Master Chief; and Director, Civilian
Corps.
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22 August 2018

RDML Gayle Shaffer, DC, USN
Chief, Dental Corps

Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
7700 Arlington Blvd.

Falls Church, VA 22042

Dear AWﬁbr, élﬂu? ’ £

On behalf of the Navy Medicine Civilian Corps, | am honored to extend our
sincere congratulations and best wishes as the Dental Corps celebrates its 106™
anniversary.

The Navy Dental Corps has consistently delivered quality dental care to
warfighters worldwide. Navy Dentistry is an integral part of Navy Medicine and your
commitment to excellence has set the standard for others to follow. You epitomize
what it means to be medical professionals. We take great pride in your service and we
are honored to join you in celebrating your remarkable contributions to the United
States Navy.

The Civilian Corps is proud to serve with you in support of Navy Medicine’s

mission across the globe. My warmest regards to you and all the members of the
Navy Dental Corps as you celebrate your 106™ anniversary!

\ Sincerely,

Director, Navy Medicine Civilian Corps
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1. On behalf of Navy Medicine, I wish to extend my sincerest congratulations to the men and

women of our Navy Dental Corps as they celebrate their 106" anniversary.

2. The Dental Corps has served with steadfast devotion to duty since August 22, 1912 when
President Howard Taft signed into law an act passed by the 62" Congress establishing the Navy
Dental Corps. From its original cadre of 30 assistant dental surgeons, to the now 1,300-plus
active duty and reserve personnel, the Dental Corps has served in times of peace and war to
ensure dental readiness and optimize dental health.

3. Today, the Dental Corps integrates seamlessly with the medical and line communities,
deploying alongside Marine Expeditionary Units, Carrier Strike Groups, and supporting
humanitarian and disaster relief missions around the world. Whether they are performing
clinical operations at sea, in charge of branch clinics, or commanding entire hospitals, the depth

and breadth of these officers and their leadership knows no bounds.

4. You are all true professionals, and I thank you for your service and for the sacrifice of you
and your families. Happy 106" Birthday Shipmates! | am honored and humbled to serve

alongside you.

5. Released by Vice Admiral C. Forrest Faison |11, Chief, Bureau of Medicine and Surgery.//






FORCE MASTER CHIEF
BUREAU OF MEDICINE AND SURGERY

22 August 2018

RDML Gayle Shaffer

Chief, Dental Corps

Medical Officer of the Marine Corps
Headquarters, U.S. Marine Corps
701 South Courthouse Road
Arlington, VA 22204

Dear Admiral Shaffer,

My fellow Hospital Corpsmen and I are honored to wish the Officers of
the United States Navy Dental Corps a happy 106th birthday. Your clinical
expertise and inspiring predecessors on the battlefields of World War I are the
markers of distinction that define your Corps in today’s Navy.

From the beginning, Navy Dentistry has focused heavily on the
prevention of disease and readiness to the warfighter! Your continued dedication
to ensure a ready Fleet for our country is profound and exemplary and we as the
Hospital Corps are ecstatic to be by your side delivering care.

The men and women of the Hospital Corps salute the efforts of the Navy
Dental Corps as we continue our long-standing partnership to meet the changing

demands of the future. Happy 106th Birthday!

Sincerely,

M oo S,
% 4’//7 H. SMITH IJR.
(SW/EXW/FMF) USN
Force Master Chief
Director, Hospital Corps






CHIEF
NAVY MEDICAL CORPS

22 August 2018
Dear Admiral Shaffer,

On behalf of over 4,300 active and reserve physicians of the Navy
Medical Corps, [ am honored to extend our sincere appreciation and
congratulations to the Navy Dental Corps as you celebrate your one hundred
and sixth birthday.

Throughout the decades since your establishment, the efforts of the men
and women of the Dental Corps have ensured the highest level of dental care
and warfighter readiness for Sailors and Marines. Your leadership and
devotion to duty truly exemplify the highest standards of military medicine. We
in the Medical Corps are proud to serve with you.

My warmest regards to our shipmates in the Dental Corps as you
celebrate another year of exemplary service.

\ Sincerely,

>
—
9@& ) Tor—s=
PAUL D. PEARIGEN

Rear Admiral, Medical Corps
United States Navy

RDML Gayle Shaffer, DC, USN
Chief, Navy Dental Corps
Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
7700 Arlington Blvd

Falls Church, VA 22042







22 August 2018

RDML Gayle Shaffer, DC, USN
Chief, Dental Corps

Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
7700 Arlington Blvd.

Falls Church, VA 22042

Dear Admiral Shaffer,

On behalf of the three thousand active and reserve Navy Medical Service
Corps officers, I am honored to extend sincere congratulations and best wishes to
the Dental Corps as you celebrate their 106" anniversary!

Since 1912, the men and women of the Navy Dental Corps have
honorably served our beneficiaries at home and abroad. Navy Dentists have
proudly deployed around the world to serve in harm’s way in a multitude of
operational, humanitarian assistance, and leadership roles. As new challenges and
opportunities come Navy Medicine’s way, I am confident the Dental Corps will
continue to preserve the readiness of our fighting force with dedication and
professionalism.

It is my great pleasure to extend to all members of the Dental Corps, past
and present, active duty and reserve, a happy 106™ birthday as we continue to
work together to meet the demands of the future!

Sincerely,

o+ — )
=T SWAP
Rear Admiral, Medical Service Corps
United States Navy
Director, Medical Service Corps






22 August 2018

RDML Gayle Shaffer, DC, USN
Chief, Dental Corps

Bureau of Medicine and Surgery
7700 Arlington Blvd

Falls Church, VA 22042

Dear Admiral Shaffer,

On behalf of the men and women of the Navy Nurse Corps, it is my
pleasure to extend my sincerest congratulations on the occasion of your 106"
birthday.

Since 1912 the Dental Corps has unwaveringly answered the call to ensure
the medical readiness and oral health of every Sailor and Marine. Your
accomplishments and record of sustained excellence are nothing short of
remarkable. In addition to providing world class care to our warfighters, the
Dental Corps has strengthened our nation’s global relations through
humanitarian assistance and disaster relief missions.

My warmest and personal regards to all the members of the Dental Corps as
you celebrate another anniversary of unparalleled service. Happy Birthday and

best wishes for continued success!

Sincerely,

Rear Admiral, U.S. Navy
Director, Navy Nurse Corps
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DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY

CHIEF, NAVY DENTAL CORPS
7700 ARLINGTON BOULEVARD, SUITE 5135
FALLS CHURCH, VA 22042

Officers of the Navy Dental Corps,

On August 22nd, the Navy Dental Corps will celebrate one hundred six years of proud
history. I thank each of you for your dedicated service to our nation and for shaping our proud
heritage as we reminisce on our decorated past, celebrate our present, and look to our promising
future.

The Navy Dental Corps has stood at the tip of the spear since its inception in 1912,
developing officers who not only ensure the dental readiness of our fighting force, but who lead
from the front, assuming roles as commanding officers, deploying with carrier strike groups, and
integrating with Marine Expeditionary Units. As we look back at our history, there are examples
of bravery, innovation, and perseverance by dental officers under very challenging conditions in
peace and conflict, ashore and afloat.

On December 7™ 1941 during the Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, LCDR Hugh
Alexander, senior dental officer aboard the USS Oklahoma (BB-37), assisted numerous crew
members trapped in a compartment as a result of damage by the enemy. LCDR Alexander
selected sailors who were small enough to make their escape through a narrow porthole, not
more than 14 inches in diameter, and continued giving assistance until the end, sacrificing his
life as the ship sank. Seventy-seven years later, the story of his courage and gallantry humbles
and inspires all who hear it. Earlier this year, the Secretary of the Navy posthumously awarded
LCDR Alexander with the Silver Star Medal for his valor, making him the seventeenth Navy
Dental Corps officer to receive the Silver Star Medal over our one hundred six year history.

As we celebrate our Corps’ birthday, I ask you to remember our colleagues who have
made the ultimate sacrifice. We must never forget their heroism and what an honor and privilege
it is to serve in this capacity.

I thank each of you for your selfless service and proudly salute you on a job extremely
well done! Your ongoing commitment to serve is the key to ensuring our future success. Happy
106th Birthday United States Navy Dental Corps!

A e

RDML G. D. Shaffer







