


DISCLAIMER: The guest speakers’ portion of 
today’s event will be recorded. The recording will 
show full-screen slides only, and we will minimize 
participants. 

You may keep your camera off and use “anon” as 
your meeting name. (To rename yourself, go to 
the participants list, click next to your name and 
enter a new name.) 

An announcement will be made when the 
recording begins and ends. 

The recording will be shared on NAL YouTube with 
all Q&A edited out. Photograph taken by Dori (dori@merr.info)

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Dori


Schedule
10-10:05 Welcome – Paul Wester, Director, USDA National 
Agricultural Library
10:05-10:45 Keynote Speaker – Mavis Gragg, Chief Executive 
Officer of HeirShares and Director, Sustainable Forestry and 
African American Retention Project at the American Forest 
Foundation
10:45-11:00 Speaker – Rusty Rumley, Senior Staff Attorney, 
National Agricultural Law Center
11:00-11:15  Speaker – Francine (Fran) Miller, Senior Staff 
Attorney and Adjunct Faculty, Center for Agriculture and Food 
Systems, Vermont Law School

11:15-12:00 BREAK
12:00-12:35 Wikipedia Editing Training – Jamie Flood, 
Agricultural Law Information Partnership, USDA National 
Agricultural Library
12:35-12:40 Break
12:40-3:00 Time for editing, questions, and follow-up; one-on-
one training as needed. Take breaks as needed. Shortly before 3 
will wrap up by reviewing our impact  

USDA Image by Lance Cheung



Mavis Gragg
CEO & Co-Founder, HeirShares
Director, Sustainable Forestry 
and African American Land 
Retention Project, American 
Forest Foundation

• 14+ years legal experience
• Expert on heirs’ property
• Published author on the 

subject
• Consultant for OWN’s Sugar 

Queens on land loss





Graphic by Mavis Gragg
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Challenges

1. Can’t prove ownership
2. Difficult to find attorney
3. Very expensive to resolve
4. Millions in lost wealth and financial assistance



Graphic by Mavis Gragg





Incentives

1. Resiliency
2. Agriculture and environmental stewardship
3. Intergenerational wealth
4. Legal standing









Rusty Rumley
Senior Staff Attorney, National 
Agricultural Law Center



The National Agricultural Law Center 
The nation’s leading source of agricultural and food law research and information 

NationalAgLawCenter.org | nataglaw@uark.edu | (479)575-7646

Heir Property
Rusty Rumley

Senior Staff Attorney

mailto:nataglaw@uark.edu


About the Center 

• The National Agricultural Law Center is the nation’s leading 
source for agricultural and food law research and 
information. 

• Created in 1987, the NALC is a unit of the University of Arkansas 
System Division of Agriculture 

• The Center also works in close partnership with the USDA 
Agricultural Research Service, National Agricultural Library 

• We provide objective, non-partisan research and information 
regarding laws and regulations affecting agriculture 



www.nationalaglawcenter.org



How did we get here?

• Heir property results when one generation who possesses legal title to property passes away 
without an estate plan and nothing is done to legally transfer title to the heirs.

• Leaving real estate to heirs as tenants in common through an estate plan can create the same problem!

• This can go on for multiple generations and cause extreme fractionation of the property 
ownership

• This leads to a host of potential problems:
• Availability for financing and loans
• Government program eligibility (modified with 2018 FB)
• Payment of property taxes
• Use of the property
• And many more…



Different Families…Different Situations

Two things to think about:
1. There are no two families in the entire world that are the same.
2. There are no two farms in the entire world that are the same.

• The result is that no two heir property situations are the same.



Options can Vary…

Depending on the family situation and the value of the land your options 
may be limited.
• The best course is to avoid the issue with proper estate planning
• What if the problem is already present?

• Uniform Partition of Heir Property or Affidavit of Heirship
• If you meet the requirements

• Partition by Sale
• Maintain the status quo

• Harrison place example 



Uniform Partition of Heirs Property Act (UPHPA)

• Created by the Uniform Law Commission in 2010 to combat the unfair loss of 
tenancy-in-common rights of disadvantaged families

• Loss of these property interests through forced partition sales have often been viewed as 
unequitable

• Enacted in 18 States and introduced in another 6 (Uniform Law Commission) 
• Can only be applied to property that meets the definition of heir property
• Generally replaces all partition law prior to UPHPA in regards to heir property



Remedies that UPHPA provides

• Gives cotenants the ability to buy out other cotenants 

• It gives deference to “partition in kind” over a partition by sale if equitable

• It changes the sale process to maximize revenue from the sale of the property if none of the 
other approaches work



Other Estate Planning Tools

• Other estate planning tools not tied to passing on assets:
• Living wills
• Long-term care/health insurance
• Durable Power of Attorney in case you lose your ability to make decisions for yourself

• Be careful with these since you are giving someone a lot of control over your life and property.

• It’s good to have these on file with your local hospital and if your plans change 
then remember to update them!

• If you get divorced then you may not want your ex to have the power of life and death over 
you…





Francine Miller, Esq
Senior Staff Attorney and 
Adjunct Professor, Center for 
Agriculture and Food Systems
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The Center for Agriculture and Food 
Systems develops tools and other 

legal educational resources for those 
working on food system and 

agriculture issues across the country. 
Working with stakeholder groups as 
partners, we lend our law and policy 

expertise to help support a more 
sustainable, just, and equitable food 

system.

OUR 
MISSION

OUR 
MISSION
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We develop legal resources that span the food system.

www.vermontlaw.edu/cafs @CAFScenter

Food production

Farmland Access Legal 
Toolkit

Extension Legal Services Initiative Farmers Market Legal 
Toolkit

Farm inputs Production Processing and manufacturing Distribution and marketing



31www.vermontlaw.edu/cafs @CAFScenter

Food access

Healthy Food Policy Project

We develop legal resources that span the food system.

National Gleaning Project

Food access and consumption Surplus and waste



include screen shot of first 
page of FALT here



33www.vermontlaw.edu/cafs @CAFScenter

Food access



34www.vermontlaw.edu/cafs @CAFScenter

Food access
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ORGANIZATIONS PROVIDING DIRECT ASSISTANCE 
TO HEIRS’ PROPERTY OWNERS (list in formation)

• Black Family Land Trust 
http://www.bflt.org/

• Center for Heirs Property 
Preservation  
https://www.heirsproperty.org/

• Federation of Southern 
Cooperatives/Land Assistance Fund, 
https://www.federation.coop/

• Florida A&M University, Cooperative 
Extension Program

• Georgia Heirs’ Property Law Center, 
https://www.gaheirsproperty.org/

• HeirShares www.heirshares.com
• Indian Land Tenure Foundation, 

https://iltf.org/
• Land Loss Prevention Project (North 

Carolina), 
https://www.landloss.org/

• The Limited Resource Landowner 
Education and Assistance Network

• Louisiana Appleseed Center for Law & 
Justice, 
https://www.louisianaappleseed.org

• McIntosh SEED, 
https://mcintoshseed.org/

• Mississippi Center for Justice, 
https://mscenterforjustice.org/

• Prairie View A&M University
• Roanoke Electric, Inc., 

https://www.roanokeelectric.com
• Sustainable Forestry and African 

American Land Retention Program 
www.sflrnetwork.org (includes links to 
the eight partners working with 
landowners) 

• University of Arkansas- Pine Bluff
• Winston County Self Help Cooperative, 

https://wcshc.com/

http://www.bflt.org/
https://www.heirsproperty.org/
https://www.federation.coop/
https://www.gaheirsproperty.org/
http://www.heirshares.com/
https://iltf.org/
https://www.landloss.org/
http://www.louisianaappleseed.org/
https://mcintoshseed.org/
https://mscenterforjustice.org/
https://www.roanokeelectric.com/
http://www.sflrnetwork.org/
https://wcshc.com/
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LEARN MORE AND 
GET IN TOUCH

LEARN MORE AND 
GET IN TOUCH

@CAFScenter

cafs@vermontlaw.edu

vermontlaw.edu/cafs
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Job title

Francine Miller, Esq.

Senior Staff Attorney/Adjunct 
Faculty
Center for Agriculture and Food 
Systems, Vermont Law School  

CONTACT ME: 
Email address: 
fmiller@vermontlaw.edu



Lunch Break!
See you back at 

12:00pm EST



Wikipedia 
editing training



Style guide: 
Heirs’

Heir

Heirs

Heir’s

Heirs’



Pardon the blurriness!

Google Books Ngram
of heirs/heir’s/heirs’ 

property



Training agenda
• Wikipedia & Why you should edit
• Wikipedia Policies & getting started
• Article anatomy
• Editing options to get you started



Wikipedia 
and why you 
should edit

Image by Nohat (concept by Paullusmagnus)



Wikipedia 

• Free, online encyclopedia
• Created & edited by volunteers
• Overseen by nonprofit 

Wikimedia Foundation

• 6+ million articles, 270+ 
language versions

Photo by Lance Cheung PD-USGov-USDA



But why?

• Wikipedia ranks in the Top 10
• Top search result
• Easy way to share 
• More diverse editors – more 

diverse article offerings
• More editors = more 

accuracy

Photo by Lance Cheung PD-USGov-USDA



Wikipedia 
policies and 

getting started



Wikipedia 
policies

Neutral Point of View – written so all sides can agree

Notability – significant independent sources - > help prove 
importance

Verifiability – using reliable sources to reference 
information

No original research – point to existing scholarship

Assume good faith – start with congenial spirit

Conflicts of interest – disclose and abide by terms of 
service



Getting started: Create a username/sign-in



Sign-in to the event



Wiki Event Page
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Hier_Property_Edit-a-thon

Or search en.Wikipedia.org “Wikipedia:Heir_Property_Edit-a-thon”

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wikipedia:Hier_Property_Edit-a-thon




Article anatomy





Editing options 
to get you 

started



Add references

1. Place cursor in desired 
location, select “cite”
2. Follow prompts

• “Automatic” – insert 
a URL, ISBN, DOI 
and automatically 
generate a citation

• “Manual” – follow 
prompts and put in 
the information 
manually.



Link between articles

1. Select text
2. Select link icon
3. Select article and 
“Done”



Add external 
links



Add an image



Add an 
image cont.

5. Search for image 
and select “insert”
6. All images must 
exist in Wikimedia 
Commons prior to 
inclusion in 
Wikipedia



Don’t forget to “Publish changes”
• To quickly abandon changes made to an article, select “Read” (next to 

edit/edit source) and your edits will not be saved.



• Please feel free to speak up at 
any time for assistance – for in 
depth questions we’ll move to a 
breakout room. 
• Feel free to email me! 
Contact: jamie.flood@usda.gov
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