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As I, KA"ABE Torashiro, was a staff officer of the Kwantung
Army from August 1934 to March 1936, I shall state whaet I know

about the position of the Kwantung Army in regard to various

problems which arose in North China anrd Inner Mongolia resultant

from the then prevailing conditions of Manchuria.

l. General Condition of the Kwantung Army and Marchuria at the time
As the problems of Yorth China and Inner Mongolia, of which
I shall speak later on, are related to the condition of the Kwan-
tung Army and Manchuria at the time, I shall first summarize the
' conditions vhich prevailed durirg my term of office.
- (1) Leading officers of the Kwantung Army and the business in
. my charge.

In Avgust 1934, when I arrived at my post, Commander of
the Kwantung Army was General HISHIKARI, Takashi; Chief of Staf'f
Lieutenant-General NISHIO, Toshizo; and Vice-Chief of Staff,
Major-General OKAMURA, Yasuji. But in December the same year
General MINAMI, Jiro was apointed Commarder and Major-General
ITAGAKI, Seishiro became Vice~-Chief of Staff.

For a year after taking up my post (when I was Lieutenant-
Colonel) I was chiefly in charge of affairs relating to orera-
tions and defense, and for about eight months (when I was Colone
untll I left the office was a sectional chief in charge of
infermation.

(2) Corditior of Manchoukuo.
A, Foreign relations.
At that time there were some foreign countries whicl

gave official, or at least de facto, recognition of
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Tnternal conditlon of MManchourkuo.
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of 1933, Just as ir many parts of China, Manchuria was

infested by bandits before the founding of Manchovkuo and

even after the svpprsession,the remnants were still active

Their number was estimated at about

in some localjties.

vhen I arrived & my prost. Those bandit

30,000 at the time
e.g. gangs of regul

may be classified into several grours,

those of =2 political neture resisting Japanese

and bandits imbued with communi

robbers,

and new Manchurlan powel,

Moreover, not all of those bandits were natives ol

any who made their way from North

ideas.

Manchuria. There were m

China, Shantung Province or Korea, while someg Koreans and

Province adajcent to Manchoukuo stole 1in across the border

ho were imbued

g the above classified bandits those W
, especially those who had their bases

Amon

with some ideology

of activity outside Manchuria were most difficult to deal

The peace and order of new Manchuria was considerebl;

disturbed by those bandits and 1ts healthy growth as 2

But as a result of the strenuou-

state was much hampered.

efforts on the part of the ilanchoukuo Government and peor.

protocal between Japan and Manchoukuo, the independence C-

Manchoukuo gradually took definite shape, prarticularly

as her relations with China and sther countries were more

On the frontiers, however, troubles

and more improved.
still occurred frequently.
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(3) General policy of the Kvantung Army at the time.

Under the principles set forth in the Protocal, it was the
duty of the Kwantung Army to undertake the defence of Manchuria
in cooperation with the Manchoukuo Government. In viev of the
existing condition of the country, the Kwantung Army, especially

after the commander, General MINAMI's arrival at his post,

adopted as the two main objects of its policy, (1) establish-

ment of public order in the interior of Manchoukuo and (2)
maintenance of peace and quiet 1n the border regions. In order
to accomplish the first object, the entire strength of the Army
was dispersed widely over the country so as to contribute to
the maintenance of loecel peace and order, even at the disad-
vantage and inconvenience that might be caused thereby to the
training in proficiency essential to an army. For the second
object, the Army made it its principle to avoid the use of armed
force as much as possible and to ensure the enjoyment of mutual
benefit through prudent measures taken by neighboring countries
among themselves, through parleys and negotiations held by the
Manchoukuo Government or the Kwantung Army at its discretion
with China, the Soviet Union, Outer lMongolia and others,
Doihara-Chin Te-chun Agreement,

It was in the regions on the border between Manchuria and
Chahar Province, China, that the troubles referred © above occurred
most frequently. Among them may be mentioned the insult to the
Japanese mllitary officers and Forelign Office clerksat Changpel
by Sung Che-yuan troops on October 16 1934, intrusion into

Manchoukuo of 2 unit of Sung Che-yuan troops on January 24 1935,
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second intrusion and firing of a Sung Che-yuan unit upon the

Japanese border garrison. Fecring that such frequent troubles
on the borders might lead to more untoward affairs between China
and Manchoukuo or Japan, the Commander of the Kwantung Army

deemed it proper to enlarge the scope of application of the Tangku

Truce Agreement, and under instructions from the highest military

authorities at home desratched Major-General DOIHARA, Kenji, who
was on the staff of the Kwantung Army and Chief of the Specilal
Service Agency at Mukdza. to carry on negctiations with the Chahar
Province authorities in China. The reason why Major-General
DOTHARA was entrusted with this missicn was (1) because those
troubles had arisen witnin the area for which he was Iin charge

of information and DOTH4RA was well versed in the actual facts

of the affairs, and (2) because hls character was best suited

for negotiating with the Chinese on those sundry affairs and
settling them in a friendly, r:aceful way.

As a result of his negotiztions the Doihara-Chin Te-chun
Agreement was signed on Juns 27, 1935. It stipulates the deal-
ing with the responsible persons and the units concerned, the
suppression of anti-Japanese agitations in Chahar Province, the
area where cegsation of hostilities was to be effected, etc..

By this agreement the Chinese demilitarized zone was cxtended to
part of Chahar Province, and peace znd order could be anticipated
in this partv of the borders.

i Tew Jdays after the conclusion of the agreement, when Major=-
General DOIHARA came to the Kwantung Army Headquarters to make a

verbal report on the negotiations to the Commander, I was in
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attendance and could listen to it. From his report and also fraom

what was told by a member of the staff vho accompanied the Major-

General, I gathered that the negotiations had been carried on 1n

a very friendly manner.

TTI. The Kwantung Army's Concern about Inner Mongolila.
A considerable part of the western borders of Manchoukuo

abuts on Inner Mongolia, while in Hsingan Province and the Jehol

area in Menchoukuo there lived many Mongolians who constantly

To the

tntercommunicated with similar tribes in Inner Mongolla.

Kwantung Army which was responsible for the defence of Manchurla,

therefore, it was a matter of grave concern as vell as an impor-

tant focus of attention in collecting information about the con-

dition of Inner Mongolia, how 1t would affect Manchuria, and in

particular whether Red influence would be exerted on Manchuria.

The Mongolians in Inner Mongolia, who had harbored antipathy

against the Chinese, were given impetus from the independence

of Manchoukuo and were striving to establish a self-governing

machinery of their own with Prince TE, an influential figure amon

them, as the leading spirit. The Kwantung Army was aware thatl

Prince ™ made it an important aim in his policy to prevent Inner

Mongolia fromturning Red., Yhile I was at my post in the Kwantung

the relations between manchuria and Inner Mongolia were
In December 1935

Army,

amicable with no trouble arising between t hem,
etween a unit under

5 skirmish occurred near Manchoukuo borders b

Prince TE's command and Chinese troops. We feared lest it should

lead to some trouble 1n Manchoukuo, but 1t was settled in a short

space of time before 1t developed into a serious matter.
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IV, The Kwantung Army's Concern about the East Hopei Anti-Communist

Autonomous Council,

Under the Tangku Truce Agreement, sn area of lNorth China
adjoining the Manchoukuo borders had been designated as a
demilitarized zone, where the Kwantung Army held the right of
carrying out inspection as occasion demanded.

And after the conclusion of the said truce pact, Mr, YIN
Ju-keng of China, on the recommendation of Mr. EUANG Fu, Chairman
of the North China Political Affairs Adjustment Commission, becamc
administrative inspector for 23 counties in the above-said demi]it
rized zone.

To the Kwantung Army it was naturally a matter of important
concern whether the condition of the area was consistent with the
objects of the truce pact, end whether the demilitarized zone
would turn Red, Especially in the Jehol area, which adjoined the
aree in question, the activity of communist bandits had been in-
cessant from former times, and so the Kwantung Army was making
speciel efforts in collecting information about conditions 1n
Bast Hopei. Mr. YIN Ju-keng, Jjust referred to above, dissatisfied
with the financial policy of the Nanking Government and in view
of the fact thet in the district under his control ~ peasants'
agitetion for self-government was started at the communists'
instigation in October 1935, deemed it necessary to establish ni-
political authority and carry out financlal autonomy and anti-
communism in the area. At last, in November 1935, he organized
the Bast Hopei Anti-Communist Autonomous Council under his

chairmanship and declared the establishment of an avtonomous
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government,

Previous to the declaration,
remember rigntly, I had at the Rvani‘ald
from Mr. YIN's two envoys, Wiio, evesling Mr. YIN's intentions,
401d me that as the arca was che >h under the ngkv Truce
Pact had an 1mpertant beaTlag OnN LAic Krantung Arny, they ware
desirous to learn the CpiLniors nf the le2ading 0123 of the
Arnmy regardiig Yl
their own affair and acvne s ¢ Lthe Lwaativng Army should meddle
tn. T did not intrceduce them to oy savarlor offlicersy nOTr take

the trouble to ascertain the 1atter's views upon the matter,

About a week after the interview. I learnt byanewspaper

TY

report of the jeclaration of the Eazst Hopel Autonomous Government,
V. Position of the Kwaniung Army in recsard to the rormation of the
Hopei-Chahar Political Ccurcil.

After the conclusiorn of the Tengku Truce Agreement, tnere
came into existence in North Chlna a rclitical machinery called
the Nortih Chira Political Affairs Adjastment Commission, with
Mpr. HUTANG Fu as chairman and exercising control over
proviances of Norta Cainra, such Chinese political machinery in
Nortlhh China had sinrce urcergone sOTC changes. And with the grow-
ing improvement in the relations between Japan and China as well
as between China and Mcnclisuiuo as m=at-.oned above, especially
after the signing of the D~iltera=Chin Te--chun Agreement in June
19315, which made wicer arrazngemrnts for the maintenance of

neace and order on the (Chlina--Manchoukuo borders, the Kwantung

Army became aware of the fact that among the war-~lords in North
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China there was an Inclination to form a new political structure
as a bond between China and ‘lanchoukvo, and hoped that it might
take advantage of the inclinaticon to devise some anti-communistic
measures between China angd Manchoukuvo, promote intimate relations
between the two courtries, and secure the national defence of
Manchoukuo. Deeming it e prorer opportunity to despatch some
envoy to explain to the war-lords in North China the position of
Manchoukuo as vell as of the Awantung Army and quicken the réﬁlj—
zation of their intertions, the Kwantvng Army, with the aprroval
of the highest military avthoritiss at nome and after consulta-
tion with the command of the Jaranese expeditionary forces in
China, sent Major=General DOTINANA agaln to Peiping in November
1935, for he was regardad as best suited for such negotiations.
The position of the Kwantung Army with regard to the politi-
cal machinery is North China and the reasons for the despatch of
Major-General DOTHARA were as steted above, Perding the regotia-
tions, the Major-General orce returned to the Kwantung Army
Feadquarters towards the end of 1935, From what the lMajor-Genera?
himself and the staff officer wvwho accomranied him told me at that
tinme, I learnt that avring his weeks! stay in Peiping, Major-
Genaral DOTEARA had held friendly talks with war-lords o North
China, esveclally with Sung Che=-yuan, and that well aware of the
fact tka£ otng Che-yuan and others were keeping in close touch
with the Nanking Goverrment, the Major-General had been proceading

with the negotiationsz in a very friendly ard peaceful manner,
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In witness vhereof I have hereunder set my seal and hand

this 21st day of MNovember, 19°'6, at Tokyo.

(Sigred and sealed) KAWABE, Torashiro,

Affiant.

subseribed and sworn to before me this 21lst day of November,

1946, at Tokyo.

(Signed and seeled) BANNO, Junkichi,

Witness.




TRITTEN OATH

In accordancs with my conscience I svear to tell the

trust-adding nothing and withholding nothing.

(Signed and sealed) KL"ABE, Torashiro,
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I, William B, Clarke, of the Defense Language
Branch, hereby certify that the foregoing translation

deseribed in the above certificate is, to the best of

my knowledge and belief, a correct translation and 1s

as near as rossible to the meaning of the original

document.

/S/ "illiam E. Clarke

Tokyo, Jaran
Date 13 J=2n_1947




