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ARARKI, Sadas, et al

, MATSUMURA Tomokatsug have replied to Mr. Blakoenoey's
juestions sn 1 Naovember 19L6, in Tokyo, as followe:
State your dutize and the periosd of your service in the
Kwantung Army.

I assumad my post at the Kwantung Army in ‘ugust 1943, as chief
of the 1lst Section, Later I beecame vice--chief of staff and
was continually in chargz »f matters related t- operations.

Stata the periosd of time vou served under ths Commanderg=-in-
Chief Umezu and Yamada.

I was under the ¢ommand »f Genaral Umezu from August 19,3 to
July 194};,. and aftsr that I was undsr General Yamada.

What were your rslatisns with General Umezu during the
served under him?

I saw him ofton and talked with him »n all operational
other matters,

Did you often he:  opini n the subject of the attitude
of the Awantung Army towards the Soviet Unisn?

L

Did you he
capaclities

ar him state hies spiniosn in both ~»fficial ang private
?

I did.,
waere his viasws?

>cn sald that his chiefl policy was to keep neace with the

2t8 and to prevent in adv:s th3 sccurrence of disputes
which might irritats the Shoviets or hauniper the pzsaceful rela-
tlons, However, he made operatinonal praparations for defcenee,
such as tho construction of fortificatisns.

#hat measures did General Unmezu adopt to carry out this pollicy?

He gave instructisns many timzs at Army Commanders Confaerances
which I attended, s> that this polley be thoroughly cdrriad »nut,

Are you familiar with the "Border Guard Regulationsg"?

Yces.
“sr what purpose werc thay ercated?

They were made in srdsr to rrevent the 2ccurence of border
disputes.
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When were they put into effect?

They had already existed when I assumed my post., Later I came
to know from documents that they had been enacted after the
Nomonhan Inecident.

State the contents of the "Border Guard Regulations".

Though they varled according to tHe topographlies of the border
rogions, "non-fortified zones" in which fortification and troop
movomente were to be strictly prohibited, were to be set up
within Manchuria,

Were they made by a Russo-Japanese apreement?

They were made by the Kwantung Army alone.

low were the Kwantung Army's operations plans made?

They were made on. the basis of the Instructions »f the central
Army authorities. : #-

Were they made during your tenure of »ffics?

Ld

In X943, the plan for 1942 was sxmplg followed, as thare was
~no instruction that year; - but in 194); and 1945 they were proe-
pared on ths basis-of the instructiosons from Tokyo.

Would you say that none’' o»f the oporations plans was made by
the Kwantung Army alone? '

YBS.

Were the eosntente >r nature of tha opéeratione plans changed
cach year? |

In 19,42, it was plannad in She evant of hostilitiles to take'the
offensive with the main forces against the Maritime Province.,
The nlan of 1943 simply followed that »f 1942, In 194). the
plan for making an oflensive was abandored and that of defense
at the border line was adonted. In 19h5, €O check ths Soviet
offensive with gradual retrocats into Manchuria and to» uece the
mountain district of southeastern Manchuria as the last line
becamc the plan for that yaar.:

What was the reacon r'or adopting the strategy »f the offensive
agalnst the Maritime Provincez? '

I d> not know about 1ts rcassn as no explanatisn was given by
the central Army authoritics but our duty was to paralyse thelr
A1r bascs by dccupying the laritime Provinee.

Was general bperations.schame'hgqinst the ‘Soviet Far Eastorn
territory shown in the instructions of the operatiosns plan?

No over-all operatione plan for the Sovist Far bastarn territory
was Indicated to us. i

Were the operations plans shown t5> units under the comm d of
the Kwantung Army?

. The commanderselin-chief of the various armies were-shown snly
the excerpts of the matters connected with them. They were fore-
bldden to show thom to the units under their command or othoer
units.

ale
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(e Did a.divisional commander know matters in his charge?

A. Nothing concerning the operations plan was shown to dlvislional
commandars.,

Qe Was utilization of White Russians contemplated in the opera-
tions plans?

\bsolutely not.

How was the time for commencement of operations stipulated in
the instructions regarding the operations plan?

The instructions for operations showed only plans and prepara-
tions and contained no mention as to the tims for commencemaent
of operations, |

Could the Kwantung Army start an operatlon of its own accord?

No, it could not start an operation by 1its arbitrary decision,
Everything was to be done on instructions from tho central
authoritlces,

What was to be done if it was attackad by thz Soviet forcczs?

Ws were to fight in self-defence; but the principle was that
instructions from the central authoritiss ware t5 be awalted
concerning the carrylng out of operations »lans.

Was the Soviet attack on 9 August 1945 previously known?
N'Dt at ‘_‘111.

How did you come to know of thz Soviet Union's eantry into the
war?

Reports were raceivad f-at Hsingking had been suddenly attacked
from the alr at 2 o'clock on § August and thac many districts
along the frontisr were also under Sovi:t attack. Later,
hearing a broadcase reporting the Soviet entry 1into the war,

we realized that this was not merely a border clash but a

real war,

What did the Kwantung Army do upon this?

Headquarters at 3:30 on 9 August orderad all units under its
command to defend themselves and to got ready for the executiosn
of the operations plans.

When was the carrying out of the operations plans ordercd?
It was orderesd on the night of the 9th.

what was your estimate of the Soviet Farp Lastern Army's
strength while you were there?

Sniper Divisions 20 - 30
T anks 1,000 - 1,200
Planes 1,000 « 1,500

Strength of the troops 700,000 -« 800,000 men. It was estimated
that it would be increased to from 30 to 1,0 divisions if and

when war came (according to' the information in the hands of
the Socond Section of the Kwantung Army).

-3
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Q, What was the military strength of tha Kwantung Army during your
tenure of offica?

A, At the timz of summer, 1943, its strength was as follows:
Divisions, 13. Tank divisions, 2 (about 900 tanks).’ Air
divisions, 2 (about 700-800 planes), .Strength of the troops,
about 600,000 officers and men. Since the autumn of the same
vaar the numbers of tanks and airplanes decreased rzmarkably. .

"hat was the state of the replenishment of the personnel of
1 division and its strength?

The fixed number of men and horses in a divislon: wags about
70-80 percent of the war-time strength and was far from being
adequate. Since the autumn of 193 the crack divisions were
gradually transferred to the south and only newly-{ormed
divisions of inferior cuallty weres left.

“nat waes the military strength of tho Manchoukuo Army?

The Manchoukuo Army wae increcased from the former 80,000 to -
about 100,000 by virtue of the 1945 plan, but it was diffiicult
to increase furthsr as there was a serious shortage of arms,

I, Matsumura Tomokatsu, having read all questions and answers .
~overing 17 pages, hereby swear that all of my answers are trus.

L

5 November 1946
- Tokvo

v

MATSUMURA Tomokatsu
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The above affidavit was subscribed and sworn to by Ma jor-

sencral Matsumura Tomokatsu before me, the undersligned quthority,

this 5 November 1946, at the Internatinnal Military Tribunal

or the Far East, T3ky?d,

" Donald S. Van Meter
D, Van Meter,
Capt. CLC
Marshal, IMTFE




