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HEADQUARTERS
U. S. STRATEGIC BOMBING SURVEY
(PACIFIC)
APO 234
C/0 POSTMASTER SAN FRWACISCO
INTERROGATION NO: 1372 PLACE: TOKYO
( Jap Intell No 25) DATE: 15 Nov 1945

Division of Origin: Japanese Intelligence Section, G-2, USSBS.
Subject: Organization and Cperation of TOKUMU KIKAN in MANCHURIA.
Person Interrogated and Background:

Lt. Col ASAI, Isamu, Japanese Army.

Army Academy: 1937

1938-1940: 4th Section Worth China Area Army Headquarters
1940-1943: 24 Depertment Army General Heesdquarters
1943-1945: Army Attache in Moscow

1945 (May?): 24. Depertment, Army General Headauerters

Where Interviewed: Meiji Building

Interrogators:? Lt. Comdr., WILLIAM H, BOTZER, USNR
Lt. Comdr. ¥. SHACKELFCRD, USNR,

Interpreter: Mejor J. C. PELZEL, USKCR
Allied Officers Present: one.
SUMMARY:

During the Wer Lt. Col ASAI, Isamu,was attached to army General
Headauarters in TOKYO and elso served as Military Attache in Moscow.
Through his experience in Headquarters he beceme familiar with the
organizetion and operation of TOKUMU KIKAW in MANCHURIA, although
never a member of the orgenization himself. On the besis of his ex-
perience and information he estimated, after the Potsdam Conference,
that RUSSIA would atteck JAPAN esrly in November. TOKUMU KIKAN was
the intelligence section of the Kwantung Army snd obtained inform-
etion on Soviet strength, moveoments 2and intentions through eswvionage,
obsurvation along the border, interrogrtion of Russian spies, commu-
ications interception, 2nd anslysis of news a2nd ceoptured documents.
Yhile there wes no connection between this orgenizetion end Head-
quarters in TOKYO, Headquerters reccived from the Kwantung Arny
weekxly and monthly reports of the orgeriz=ation 2nd sent requests for
information to the Army which were turned over to the organizetion
for action when in its field.

Personnel for TOKUMU KIVAN were selected from young officers in
the sacecdemy and from.units.~f the Kwantung Lrny.
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Q.1. You heve been referr»d to us os one familiar with the organie
zetion and operstion of the TOKUMU XIKAI (Specirl Service Orgenizet-
ion).

. JYes, I understend.
Q.2. In what way were you connected with TOXUMJ KIKANT

A, I was not in the orosniz-tinn 2t 2ll, but I grew familier with

it through my position in the 2nd Sectinn in the Army General Head-
querters in TOKYO. While in the 2nd Section, I neither supecrvised

the TOKUMU KIKAW nor worked with it, but indirectly I did lesrn of

its nrezeniz=tion and nrocednre in FANCHURIA,

Q.3. Tell us whrt vou know about the orgeniz-tion in VuNCHURILA.

A. The nere, TOXUMU KIKAN, wes the neme of the orgenization 2beut
three verrs »2o. Then the name weos chenged to JOROBU, Its centreol
office wes in Harbin, with brench offices =t CANIO, KEINEI (BOTSURI),
TOAN, JAMUS, KUK7A, HAIRAR (3 sub-divisions), KOAI", and APAKEA
(across the border in MOGCLIA).

Q.4. I understsnd the organization you heve just described wes the
intelligence unit for the Kwentung army.

2.5. What '2s the connection between the orgenizction in MATCHTRIA
and the Army Genersl Herdqursrters in TOITO0?

A. None.

1.6. Did the orgrnization over-te in orems other than MA CEURIAT
South CHEINA and The PFILIPPIVES for instence?

A. I don't know. “hen I wes in northern C”I74 in 1938-40 there was
sn orgenization kn~wn ~s TOKUMIT XIKAT, Dbut 1 kmew nothing 2bout 1%t.
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Q.7. "ho is femiliar with the organization in the PHILITFIVES?

A Lt. Col. OYA, I am femilier with the orgenizstion in MANCHTIRIA,
Tt Col YAMAZAXI with it in CIITA and Lt. Col. OYA with its opera—
tion in the Southern Ar-os.

Q.8. Zow many vennle did the orgenizstisn vse in MAWCTURIAT

A, Fifts Officers and non.-comnissioned officers 2nd 150 civilians
in the central office and 35 Officers =and 30 civilisrs in the branch
sfTi008.

Q.9. What treining hsve voru had in intelligencet

A. As in the cese »f all membors of my class 2t the Acrdemy, I h=d
20 hours in intelligence indoctrinetion. However, I feel th~t my
three years with Army G ner>1 Herdquerters in TOKYO from 15940 to
1943 and sgain from Mey 1945 to the end of the War qualified me for
work in this field. I worked cxtensively with intelligence reports.
My particular job during esch neriod with Heedquarters wes intelli-
cence, especimlly military intelligence, concerning the Soviet.
During ny sccond period with Hesdauerters beglinning in May 1945 1
wes concarned with ecnnomic »nd politicel questions ns well 2s
militery intelligence releting to the Soviet,

R.10. ere anv directives or orders given directly to TOKULT KIKAN
by the TOKYO Headquerters?
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A. Absolutely none. If I had a request for a certein type of in—
formation concerning RUSSIA, I would transmit it to the Kwantung
Army. It, in turn would get the answer from the organization or
any other unit that might have the particular information reguested.

Q.11. “hat wes the relation between the organization and the intel-
ligence section of the Kwantung Army?

A. The organizetion was the intelligence section of the Kwantung
Army. Special surveys might occasionelly be made under G-2 by others
regarding particular matters.

Q.12. What type of information did the orgenization send back to
TOKYO? -

A. The most important information wes the order of battle, disposi-
tion of Soviet forces, and the strength of their forces. In #ddi-
tion it would supply intelligence on the internal situation in
RUSSIA. Outside of these categories nothing else was sent.

Q.13. Was such information supplied on the basis of perticular re-
quests or on a continuing basis?

A. The reports supplied to Headquarters were of two types:

(1) Emergency redio reports from the Kwantung Army Headquerters
Be. in response to my directives or oOn the basis of information
cathered independently br the orgenizeation itself.

(2) Printed renorts - (a) weekly and (b) monthly. Prior to the
worsening of relations with RUSSIA, there was no weekly re-

port but insteezd a 10-day report.

Q.14. You say that from time to time ¥ou mede requests to the Kwen-
turg ermy. Whet wes the nature of these requests?

A. Outside of the recuests I've alrerdy mentioned, I know of none.
For irstence, I would as)- for sinformation of the situation in a
particuler arc~a or for » general tyve of informatton regerding, say,
the sir force. I did not send out requests coing into det~ils.

Q.15., Wes the informetion You received through the Kwantiung Army
from this organizetion setisfoctory?

A, Yo, it wes not nesrly scotisfactory. Thet w=s beceuse the oproblem
wag extremely comnliceted, esvecially as conditions with RUSSIA grew

worse. The information received wos 100 incomplete on which to base

plens.

Q.16. What system was used by the org=nizstion in collecting intel-
ligence?

A. My knowledge is gener  1ly limited to the system used by the or—
genization prior to the time 1 wes sent to RUSSIA three yeasrs Ag0.

However, the methods have remained pretty much the s~rme. They mey

be summerized as follows?

(1) Espionage, (sending sg~nts into the Soviet). The operstions

of our ~gents became restricted a2lmost totrlly to areas
on the MANCHURIAI side of the Border. We could not send

sgents into RUSSIA bec-use of the dangers involved.

(2) Observation. At high points along the borders there wes
a series of observetion posts. Since the railrosd ren
close to the border, we could ansely determine the move-
ments of the Soviet troaps. Wo could olso observe the

2ESTRICTED A

L]




| & - RESTRICTED
Interr tion of Lt. Col. ASAI, Isemu, JPhanese Army (contd).

_“_—“—-“H_““—““_‘_"“H—_—“ﬂ”“““ﬂ___““

harbor close to VLADIVOSTCK. Such sources of information
were often considered sufficient on which to form a judge-
ment as to Russian intentions.

(3) Interrogation of Ceptured Russian Spies. For instance, in
the summer of 1941, one hundred were taken and from these

and other spies ceptured from time to time it wes possible
to assess the situation of the Soviet Army pretty clearly.

(4) Communicetion Intercevtion. This was the function of a
special communicetion unit and not of the orgcrnization.
It was the most relisble source of information. Garrisons .
along the border, particularly 2long the borders of the
Meritime Province, were able to intercept almost all mes-—
sages to Soviet uhits in their Aaresas,

(5) Newspapers, Megazines, Ceptured Documents. The analysis
of these wrs done 2t Heedquarters in SUINKIO,

Q.17. Did the agente of this organization work in or out of uniform?

A. It varied according to the situation. Civilians never wore them.
Military personnel did or did not devending on their job at the time.

Q.18. Tell us what you know of the BORYAKU.

A. There were none in ‘ANCHURIA. Some were in CHINA. I have had
no dealings with them. They ere probably operatives for the NAN-
¥ING Government doing special intellig-nce work. Both Chinese and
Japanese operatives were attached to the Chinese Government. The

agents attached to the NANKITG Government were called SEIJIBO and

ones attached since 1940 were called GUVJI BO.

Q.19. Are you familiar with the BUNIANT?

A. The BUNKAN were Javanese hired by the army and paid by the Army.
They might or might not have officer ranks.

Q.20. On whet basis were personnel chosenf?

A, Two bases:
(1) Selection of voung officers from the Academy.

(2) Selection of young officers, captain or below, from units
of the Fwantung Army in response to directives. AQualifi-
cations were general intelligence and knowledge ol Sovied
affairs. Finel selection wes made by personnel officers
at the Kwantung Army Heedquarters, and the €andidates
were)trained at STINKIO (Headquarters of the Kwantung
Army),

Q.21. Do vou know that there as a school 2% AXASAV.A KU (TOKYO) for
treining of Speciel Service Personnel?

&, No,

Q.22. Was there any organizetion similar to TOXUMIJ KIKAN in the Nevy?
A. It is likely but I have never heard of it.

Q.23. Who among your Naval Officer friends would know?

A, I don't know, but perheps the Third Department could tell Yyou.

2.24. Vhen end on what sources did vou ®stimate the Soviet would go
to War against JATAN?
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A. In the ecrly part of November 1945. I resched this estimate right
after the POTSDAM Conference on the basis of developments at that Con-
ference and on the movements and disvosition of Soviet troops along

the border. I thought th~t & blow would come North of VLADIVOSTOK and
thet they hed 5,800 aircraft svailable for use against us,
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