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“SIX CHAPTERS OF A FLOATING

LIFE”

by SHEN Fu
Rendered into English by LIN YUTANG
CHAPTER ONE: WEDDED BLISS

(Continied from the last issue)

I was asked by my friend to help in the
decorations and so had the pleasure of
taking part in it. When Yiin heard me
speaking about it at home, she remarked:
“Ttis a pity that I am not a man and can-
not go to see it.” “Why, you could put on
my cap and gown and disguise yourself as
a man,” 1 suggested. Accordingly she
changed her coiffure into a queue, painted
her eyebrows, and put on my cap. Although
her hair showed slightly round the temples,
it passed off tolerably well. As my gown
was found to be an inch and a half too
long, she tucked it round the waist and
put on a mokus on top. “What am 1
going to do about my feet?”’ she asked. I
told her there was a kind of shoes called
“butterfly shces,” which could fit any size
of feet and were very easy to obtain at
the shops, and suggested buying a pair for
her, which she could also use as slippers
later on at home. Yiin was delighted with
the idea, and after supper, when she had
finished her make-up, she paced about the
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room, imitating the gestures and gait of
a man for a long time, when all of a sud-
den she changed her mind and said: “I am
not going! It would be so embarrassing if
somebody should discover it, and besides,
our parents would object.”” Still I urged
her to go. “Who doesn’t know me at the
Temple?’ 1 said. “Even if they should
find it out, they would laugh it off as a
joke. Mother is at present in the home of
the ninth sister. We could steal away and
back without letting anyone know about
it.”

Yiin then had such fun looking at her-
self in the mirror. I dragged her along
and we stole away together to the Temple.
For a long time nobody in the Temple
could detect it. When people asked, I
simply said she was my boy cousin, and
people would merely curtsy with their
hands together and pass on. Finally, we
came to a place where there were some
young women and girls sitting behind the
flower show. They were the family of the
owner of that show, by the name of Yang.
Yiin suddenly went over to talk with them,
and while talking, she casually leant over
and touched the shoulder of a young wo-
man. The maid-servants near by shouted
angrily: “How dare the rascal!” I at.
tempted to explain and smooth the matter
over, but the servants still scowled omin.
ously on us, and seeing that the situation
was desperate, Yiin took off her cap and
showed her feet, saying ‘“Look here, I am
a woman, too!” They all stared at each
other in surprise, and then, instead of be-
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ing angry, began to laugh. We were then
asked to sit down and have some tea.
Soen afterwards we got sedan chairs and
came home.

When Mr. Ch’ien Shihcho of Wukiang
died of an illness, my father wrote a letter
to me, asking me to go and attend the
funeral. Yiin secretly expressed her de-
sire to come along, since on our way to
Wukiang, we would pass the Taihu Lake,
which she wished very much to see. I
told her that I was just thinking it would
be too lonely for me to go alone, and that
it would be excellent, indeed, if she could
come along, except that I could not think
of a pretext for her going. “Oh 1 could
say that I am going to see my mother,”
Yiin said. “You can go ahead, and I shall
come along to meet you.” “If so,” I said,
“we can tie up our boat beneath the Bridge
of Ten Thousand Years on our way home,
where we shall be able to lock at the moon
again as we did at the Ts’anglang Pavi-
lion.”

This was on the eighteenth day of the
sixth moon, That day, ¥ brought a servant
and arrived first at Hsiikiang Ferry, where
I waited for her in the boat. By and by,
Yiin arrived in a sedan chair, and we
started off, passing by the Tiger’s Roar
Bridge, where the view opened up and I
saw sailing boats and birds on the sand-
banks. The water was a white stretch,
joining thc sky at the horizon. “So this
is Taihu!” Yiin exclaimed. “I know now
how big the universe s, and I have not
lived in vain! I think a good many ladies
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never see such a view in their whole life-
time.”” As we were occupied in conversa-
tion, it wasn’t very long before we saw
swaying willows on the banks, and we knew
we had arrived at Wukiang, |
I went up to attend the funeral cere-
mony, but when I came back, Yiin was
not in the boat. I asked the becatman
and he said: “Don’t you see some one
under the willow trees by the bridge, watch-
ing the cormorants catching fish?’ Yiin,
then, had gone up with the boatman’s
daughter. 1 followed her there, and saw
that she was perspiring all aver, still lean-
ing on the boatman’s daughter and standing
there absorbed looking at the cormorants.
I patted her shoulder and said, “You are
wet through.” Yiin turned her head anu
said, “I was afraid that your friend Ch’ien
might come to the boat, so I left to avoid
him. Why did you come back so early?”
“In order to catch the renegade!” I replied.
We then came back hand-in-hand to
the boat, and when we stopped at the
Bridge of Ten Thousand Years, the sun
had not yet gone down. And we let down
all the windows to allow the river breeze
to come in, and there, dressed in light silk
and holding a fan, we sliced a melon to
cool ourselves. Soon the evening glow was
casting a red hue over the bridge, and the
distant haze enveloped the willow frees in
darkness. The moon then came up, and
all along the river we saw a stretch of
lights coming from the fishing boats. I
asked my servant to go astern and have a
drink with the boatman.
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The boatman’s daughter was called
Suyiin. She was quite a likeable girl, and
I had known her before. I beckoned her
to come and sit together with Yiin on the
bow of the boat. We did not put on any
light, so that we could the better enjoy
the moon, and there we sat drinking and
playing literary games with wine as for-
feit. Suyiin just stared at us, listening
for a long time before she said: “Now I
am gquite familiar with all sorts of wine-
games, but have never heard of this one.
Will you explain it to me?” Yiin tried to
axplain it by all sorts of analogies to her,
but still she failed to understand. Then 1
laughed and said: “Will the lady teacher
please stop a moment? I have a parable
for explaining it, and she will understand
at once.” “You try it, then!” “The
stork,” I said, ‘“can dance, but cannoc:
plow, while the buffalo can plow, but can-
not dance. That lies in the nature of
things. You are making a fool of yoursel!
by trying to teach the impossible to her.”
Suyiin pummelled my shoulder playfully,
and Yiin said: “Hereafter let’s make a
rule: let’s have it out with our mouths, but
no hands! One who breaks the rule will
have to drink a big cup.” As Suyiin was
a great drinker, she filled 2 cup full and
drank it up at a draught. “I suggest that
one may be allowed to use one’s hands for
caressing, but not for striking,” 1 said.
Yiin then playfully pushed Suyiin into my
lap, saying, “Now you can caress her to
your fullL” “How stupid of you!” I
laughed in reply. ““The beauty of caress-
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ing les in doing it naturally and half
unconsciously. Only a country bumpkin
will hug and caress a woman roughly.” 1
noticed that the jasmine in her hair gave
out a strange fragrance, mixed with the
flavour of wine, powder and hair lotion,
and remarked to her: “The ‘mean little fel-
low’ stinks all over the place. It makes
me sick.” Hearing this, Suyiin struck me
with her fist in a rage, saying:

“Who told you to smell it?”

“She breaks the rule! Two cups!”
Yiin shouted.

“He called me ‘mean little fellow.
Why shouldn’t I strike him?” explained
Suyiin. _

“He really means by the ‘mean little
Jfellow’ something which you don’t under-
stand. You finish these two cups first and
'l tell you.”

When Suyiin had finished the two
cups, Yiin told her of our discussion about
|the jasmine at the Ts’anglang Pavilion.

“Then the mistake is mine. I must
be penalised again,’” said Suyiin. And she
drank a third cup.

Yiin said then that she had long heard
of her reputation as a singer and would
like to hear her sing. This Suyiin did
beautifully, beating time with her ivory
chop-sticks on a little plate. Yiin drank
merrily until she was quite drunk, when
she took a sedan chair and went home first,
while I remained chatting with Suyiin for
a moment, and then walked home under
the moonlight.

(To be continued)
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