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Excerpt from Dally Intelligence Brief - Secret, Auth: CG, AMC, By: 
Spencer Whedon, Date: 9 March 1950. 

4• Ar.tC INVESTIGATION OF R2PORTS ON UNIDENTIFIED OBJECT (RESTRICTED) 

AMC investigation of" reports on the presence of an unidentified 
object ln the air near Wright-Patterson AF Base, on 8 M~r 50, indicates 
that the reports resulted from 2 phenomena: ice-crystal clouds which re
flected sunlight and registered on radar sco1)es; and visibility of the 
plant Venus, which is sometimes observed tn daylight. Wright-Patterson 
pilots, dispatched to search for an object which he.d been registered 
on radar scopes, reported nothing but ice haze and clouds. Another 
pilot reported an object believed to have been Venus • 

• 

The following was sent in telecon to A-2 

Rer AMC Daily Intelligence Brief dtd 9 March 1950. 

AMC investigation of reports on the presence of an unidentified 
object in the air near Wright-Patterson AF Base, on 8 Mar 50, indicates 
that the reports resulted from 2 phenomena: ice-crystal clo~ds which 

· reflected sunlight and registered on radar scopes; and visibility of the 
plant Venus, which is sometimes observed in daylight. fi right-Patterson 
pilots, dispatched to search for an object which had been registered on 
radar scopes, reported nothing but ice haze and clouds. Another pilot 
reported an object believed to have been Venua. 
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• • • Date 13 Apr 50 
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llo • 1 E. ~ ~. '-· .. 1. Baco~ , terial ~ecbcl by eleo- · 
• • r ~ : . •• people. • .. ~~'loa be tekwa ~· cle• appro • 

. .......... ... : . .... • I ..... 

• 

:-. .,... . .• : _~· . . ... • . ~ ~ · . 
- . p: 2. Pro'ba~~ of ccnarteq. u uawer 11 reqa.lrecl; hoveTer, PolSe7 ww.ld 
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-. . . to be tu:loct•l office tor acttoa. If yoa. coDca.r. adequate baclqrcnmt 
tat ... tloa abo1al4 be flarnlsbecl tor their -orenarattoa of the indorseaet. . - . 
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1. ~orwarcSa4 to eofteiden,1cm •• no&ed lD para 
Commen' 'No. 1. 

or 

2. Det&lle4 atud7 baa beea •4• of attacbe4 le\'-r aa4 
iDGlonree t~ Coa\lMD'-l Air Co...a4. 1'1Dal anal71ee 

2 

wore d•la.T84 aval\1Ja« reoelp' ot hov ""•'•r zenor\s tor 8 ud. 9 :~ 
19e<l tor ~eUrtdp All afta. -

3. Attea\loa 1e 1DYited. to reco .. endatloa 1D para 5, P&«e a ot ba1lc le~ter. 
It 1• reco-eacl" \bat the follow,_. 1Dtoma,lon be lDeo!}lora,e4 ln repl.T to 
Continental A1~C..-.a41 e \loaa 

a. Oo.-r u foUow• wiUa coaclu1oaa r.acbed bT Coa,lAea\&1 Air CommMd 
la regard to laelcllla\ .S.eort'Mcl 1a baelo le\t.er ancl lt.• lncloaueea 

(1) · _,.l""- of tbe wloc1'J u4 accelerat.loaa of tbe three 
ooal t.e of tbe 'objeo\ • reported. an beJOD.cl. tb& 

• J oapa\lll '7 of bo• ~aanar or lJ.chter \baa au nll1olea 1n 
• • • . ,. .. . ooatrolle4 tlllbt.• 

• 

• 

• • 

.. .. - . . 
• ··. (3) -.. • lac \bla le 'b8 tae\ tha' t.be 'obJec'' waa re~ort.ed •• 

" . . . . · · :- , · ~iDe a\atl~ la the space tor a ae.u-per1od ot two 

• 

-. - . . ... 
• • 

'I; ' 
• 

~ _.... .. •.• . 
b. le a cOAfllot la 4a'- oa 'ba l.aolclea\1 oM wi •••• at.a\e• \h•t. 

\he luc1dea\ oefti'N4l oa 8 MaroA (•• IDCl. a. pap 3, let. para.) azul other vtt
ne•• eta~•• 1D01Mat oocv.rred oa 9 March (••• IDol. l, ~ 1. 1st. pan.):~ r.::i 

c. Wbat is belinecl to haft beea a ~iailar 1nc1deA'• al.o obeerwed b1 
ndar ( SCJ sa•) ,ocovred a\ •np,-.Pa,tenoa .u'B oa t.he morn~ ot 8 ~rch 19SO. 
At. approz \el7 0'146 \vo airllDe !)llot.a re~orted tha\ tbe.7 had seen • lon.g 

- ., alen"-r boq •' allo•' lO ,000 t• appnaob1Ja« fro• the nor~b'fes\. Thtt oojec\ vas 
p1cacl up b7 ola•• van a\ t.he Yandalla control tower wbo o~w4!r'ted the olJeo\ 
thrcnl«b billoculan. 'lhe control tAer Yea to red aA 7-80 ai:rerat' to the appJ'O.zi.~t• 

• • 

.. 
· · poa1t.loa of the 'obJect' but the pllo' could ... notb'D« al- • 

. · . 'hoach the coatnl \owr ~· stUl Ia Yl coataa' v1tb 1,. 
: ·· ~ tate!", an ?-51 att.p\ed to track the obJect. It could not 

..., 

.. bte:reep\ 1 t. Iuring ~hi• tl• radar bacl not U8en able to detect. an7 ttt~ 
obJeota of anT aor\. l!ovenr, at abo•' 1130 ~n a1,;Dalt ot large Ulpl1 tude 
were being recelftd on an SCP.-584. All J-80 vaa 't'ectored to tba approz1aate loes..-

-· • v \1oa of the tarp'• and re!)ortecl back t.h•\ etripa of tee laden clouda J"'UUlin« 
· ,.: nort.bn•' ~o .outbwea1. vertt visible .a\ approzl-tel.;r 10,000 rt. Thi• 1nt~rmatiou 
~ · ~. coacurnd with ·plo\a obtailled b7 'M radar and ga-.. coDe blain eY1deaee tha' t t.e -

· ·. ·: radar tar~\ a wre 1a faet . "fiec\1oaa froJt t~ lee laclaD clouda. ~ earlier " :~··< ... Ylnal a1p~·wre appan•\lT a.- to the •arDiJI« •• 8h1Din« · ~ tlit--
. :.'"· ~ . loe ladea cln4e caush.r u opt ioal 1U1La1oa. . 

.. .. · ... · d. U~!a the 'obJec'' o'kerwed oa radar at Seltrtd&• m waa 

• 

• 

. obaract.eri:a4 lJ7 Yeloct'1•• ~i.D« troa sero to approx tel7 43) aph. azul 
: erza,lc cba•c•• , la altitude "bleh abcnMcl DO latalll~•a' riDe . .. the obeer-

. -:-:": Ya\1oaa coal4 ••ll.T ha.a· bttea tbe nMll\ ot turbal•a' cond.1t1oa• 1a-1.ce laden 

• 

• 

· atao~n. A • of \h8 vea\her 1a 'he Seltri• AD area du.riDC twa \7•fou.r 
~ hour perioda • 8 ucl 9 March •bow• that, such turb.alell\ cond1 tions could haft 
. pnYalle4. Saoll aoDd.1 \loll• are no\ auaval for \ba\ t ot :r:ar. 

e. .ta la tbe caae of s11ch •• eza•1ned 1~ the ~··'• t.bere haa . 
be!itll ::10 !37ideace \ba' 1musual ol)seJ ts,ioa• haft been the retnllt ot a nev techno).~ 
leal advanc .. •t b7 aa al1ea ~-r. In eve17 C#lse ~he" tbent has been suttl
cient ll3a'bla data. 1\ .baa 'b~en_tt11~t a se'!min~l7 unusual o"')S8r"7atlon vas the 
rewnlt o~ Inia1deDt1f1eation. It ~• tor th13 reason that requirement• for 
SJ)4telal 1nve~t1gat1oll ot ~'tleh inc1dauta and t!» P.ntlre 11P:ro j ect Grnc!p• (uideni.i
tietl ae!'i !il obj.ot.•) were cancelled b7 .wt• . uc; .• \J' e&rliel" tAl• :rear. The dia~on,ln
J..iUlctt o~ :r-: ~cial rel)or~i.:1g llld ~nsldtt~~ion aat1 ~ atcnT0.-4 ~he reoorl• ~t tu.CA 

.. . . . . .. 

.... . . -... . . .. : ·~. 
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SDOla.~t... Cuno17 ~na,lou ot ••• nllOna •• haft co• ~o 
ef Bq. U'.:t U baye .... ~ aoatlz aAJd tbe ooaol-a.etoes wh1ola 

· Ju•ltted d.lt10oa ot the speelal coaslclara,loas 
clwa tb.la. Hq. U3A" ~. outaiancl1. '• wi\A all 
aa4 oYer•••• ~o~ 'b• aollectloa ot teoh•lcal iDteU~aae. 
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Tel econ No. 241 18 Apr 1950 

~~C Item 11 

From Lt Col Linstrand :JCIA to t:aj Boggs D/I · riq USJU' • 

The following reports of an unguided obj ~ct in the vicinity of \i-P 
~13 a re forwarded, r a fe!"ence telephone conversation Uaj Boggs 17 .\pr: 

~eport by Captain Robert U. Howe: • Uar 50: 

"At approxicatel.y 7:45 A.U. I ?ras inforMed by the control tower 
Putterson Field to search for an unidentified object \'lhiC h was high 
ov~r ti1o field. !ho to\·.~H· tolJ I:le this object had been originally 
reporteci by two airline :;ilots to th~ vandalia control tower. The 
pilot~ described it as a long , sltmder bocly at an estirnated altitude 
of appro.xi...ately 10,000 feet and approaching from the liorth'"est . By 
the tir11e I received thi:J infor<olat.ion the Vanaa..lia <.;Ontrol had the object 
sighttJd \·rith their field gla~se s • 

11 At approximately 8: 10 A.ll. !lajor Y.enneth G. Chilstrom took off in 
an F-80 to search for it. At this time and for approxjraately the next 
hour the Vandalia control to;..er had the object visually located, and t hey 
gave this loca.tion as about 155-160 degrees bearing fron t he tower. 
They did not lmo\., the altitude or distanc~ from the s tation, but they e.s.
tinated it to be at tha h~ight of the high cirrus clouds over the field. 
'these clou:is t1ere at d.n altitude of ) J , OOO ft. 

"1a approximately 3:)0 :1.l! I called Colonel O::Jgood of the Electronic 
subdivision to get any radar assistance the Division night be able to 
give. I also contacted Gaptain Whiting of the a ll Yleather division 
£or a s sistance of tht:! all "eath~r search radar which is located at 
J a.r1est.own, Ohio. .;t t his til:te, the Vandalia tower was still in visual 
contact v1ith the object, and thtty were attempting to direct Hajor Chilstroa 
to its location, but the:r were unsuccessful. At one tioe, llajor Chilstro;n 
said th~ tower idtmtified his position as' appar~ntl.y fairly close to the 
object' but he was unable to identify any obj ect or body of any kind. 
Shortly a!ten.,ards, ho·never, a Nati onal Guard pilot fro:n Vandalia, 
Colonel Shaefer, sight ed an object when he v1as on the gr ound , and he took 
off i n ·! F-51 and atte-,;>ted t•) tract: it. . .-.l.'t t:r he l·,n J.ed , :. t:.!.lk?d t o 
Colonel Shaefer, and he reported to rae that he follow~d it for 2J t o 30 

• 

• 
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runutes and the objdct did not change its position.' i3ecause of t his 
Colonel Shaefer thought it :-.U.~ht be a ·· ' h~avenly body'. During al l 
ol tbis tine, neither radar was able to detect any strange bodies of 
any sort. 

ltrtt appro;d . .-.tcl.y ll:JJ ~ r rttceivt3d a telephone call fron 
the ~lectronie sub1ivis~on radar st~tion. The operator in charGe 
raport~d to· me that the operators had an unidentified ob~act in 
their scopt 35 miles east of the station at a relativ~ bearing of 
1J5 degrees to the station. T.1is obj ~ct had a.r1 bCiloJ..lOJ mils in 
\'lidth. At this tine I called Colonel ~~atson, ::ilitary Intelligence 
Division end relayed this in!orl':lation to hir.1. " .. · j 

"I wish to report that I contacted the base operations office at 
Patt~rson Field i:nediatel.y after I <!.tte:1pted to establish the radar 
search and advised the operations officer on duty to contact any 
interested organizations of either t he base or Head' ;uarters ~~C. 

".tt 10:00 A~.1 I contactl!d the public r e lc..tions of.ficor of 
HeAdctuarter·s A1:LC <m.J. notified the officer that a report or' nn un
i dentified object had been ra.:.dc . I also notified this officer t hat 
both the elect:-onics division an1.i d.il ·.,.:-J.t.u\;::· J.ivision hud assisted 
in the search for the U."lidentified body. To the best of my lmo\'lled~e, 
I ~o not r~call divulging any additional information to the public 
rela tions office." 

• 

• 

.tteport by lir. Ja~ae s an · ldr. Johnson, 9 ~ Iar 50 : 

II At approxir.U-ttely 11:30 AH.' e ~arcn 1950 , Hr. li. L. Jaliles 
end t r1a writer w1ere infor n.ed that unid-:::1ti.f!.ed signals of v ery large 
u.:::.pl:!..tude t~ere beir.~; r~ceived on the 3::t-53!. in i"rea B. It was 
also reported ~1at unidentified objects described ~s cele3tial bodies · 
v•ertJ observed eurlle r in the UBJ'. ~. J~es and the '\Jriter proceeded to 
the radar site in orde:- t o observe the signals e:.nd suggested that, 
.::lthought the s ior-nals 't'!ere t.:ndoubtedly ...,•eather conditions, it \'lould 
be ad"~:i sable to check by perforniug an air ir.terception. -ill F-80 
uircraft was vectored to the approxjaate location of the targets and 
report.ed back that strips of ice l..ad~n clouds rwming north~·:e~t to 
south •• e.,t. Ylere v~..>i.bis .:..t a.t-t-ro~&l.::.tely lu,OUO ft. This i.nforr.1ation 
concurred with plot s obtained by +h~ radar foming conclusive evidence 
tha t c.h \3 radar targets were in~'fact re!'lecticns fro ra. the ice l aden 
clou i s . 

' 1 It i s be l i ever.:. tlH.~ the ·lis ::.. o l e 
t t e earily r.1orn.i.ng su."l s hining tln ·ough 
a n optical illu!3ion." 

• • 

si&l t~ngs 1..l...:..}' 

t . . l . ne 1.ce aaen 

• 

• 

i1u. lfe ce an 'JUe to 
cloudn causing 
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lfl ,·er tllns11s 
- 0 ' 

Object, Sn)·s 
, It Wa~ Star 

, ...... ·r···· r .. ''"'~ . 
' L t!<• \\ ,, • <o\1 ,. r• · tn '· ·~! • r 

(' oiC f 1•1\\ r r I) J'<'I tlflr I • I lho• I \ .\ 

"ho 11 I :so "lht•n l'r1 1 hro ':.tk.•' tn 1 

1 S~iy" SAid thJt l It 'lJijlt'.lr d I • 
ntOVt'. 

"I ftel darn fooliah .1buut thl~t One t~hl'f'n .~r !1('!'Crtho-d 1 ~ . " T h•• 
whole thlnJ • • • th in~ lookf'd ltk•• ~ hullct and It 

"I'm convlneed I took orr anll ll'ft a \':. por tr:\tl b<-htntt it." 
went ehaalnJ a star or aom~ Annlhf'r p.•MK~n <~a te! : " It SI'Pn'tt'cl 
kJncl of ctlnttal body." to audll~nly slop tht>n mo~d,. a

1 L C I 0 1 lon~ ""' et"f'inc cllmh." 
Thllt'l the way 1• 0 • a t' Adrltne Rudtc-k. " TW ,\ tlckrt· 1 

Shafer Jr.. air national J:Uitrd 1 counter emplov• sAid "'ht"n llht' 
pilot, last nilht descalbed hla first uw It the thtnse "PPt'Art'd 
"flylna uucer d\ue" )'Htt'rday in th• sky-"like a bri$:ht and 
wtwn astra.,.. objftt wu sl1hted shiny dtnw... , 
Ia tM aq ov•r the Dayton Mu· Shafor said tw caJied Or Louls t 
nlctpaJ airport. Salt'tel. dt'an of <~Cit'Mt" at thf" 

"I wu havtnt ..,. corree Univt'rslty of Oaytnn and ll!'kf'd 1 

when word calM from ttw con· him If It ••~ pnuable to ~ a 
trol tower that 111M klnll of an ~l .. tial body In this po.it !on and 
ob~ had b••• lilrhted." ttw or- at the perttcular time o( d•y. ' 
fle»r •xplalaa&. "A ahort Ume 11w officer said the dean te-
Jater--bout I L m.-1 wu up In Pll«: "YK." I 
the a1c7 trylftl to flnll out what Lut nept. Broth..- Sa~tt'l s~lcl: 
an the ndt•-·' waa abeut... "'Ve~- Ia v..., hricht the•• d..,.. 

and Ut la t'ntl...ty powllible thla 'A• ll:n •'s• 80 7 plarwt mhrht ht' \"ialblt' durlnc the 
.. I aaw lt. all riKtat ••• a Uaht daylllht hours... • . 

about the aame u you ... wht'n , .. ..,..,.....,_ "'' .,... 
you look at a atar Ia the ev.. Late )'Nift'dlly afte; hOOh ln\·-....4 
tiq." tlcators f;OM Wn-"t Field w• 

He new hla fut F·ll tighte-r at thf' airport lntnvWwtnc ch 
' ,..,. to aa altitude of about 38,· Air Guard otrlcrra and otht' 

)00 IHt and wu probab13J. tM JN"IIOtlMI who said tlwy h.ct 1ft" 
ut ph.,. to aetual17 ... tM ob- ttw ob,Jed In th• sky. 
~ be(:aUM rTOUJMI alne~rs reo- The .. lnv .. t11ators" moved about 

; portt'd It di1a....,.. ~hind a almoat as m)'ltertoualy as th 
cloud .ank. m)'lt•rtoua ob~ ltMif. Tht7 19-1 

: "It dldn"t wt1al• .,.. Iota." the fi!Md to gtv. their namell to any 
Pilot uld. outsldt'; s IMiudlq ttw pre•: and 

ttwy .Mfmtd \' ft')' "a«~tive" ·-n.at'l why rm c:onvtnvt'd that about th .. ir m.IMion. 

• 

It wu aome kind of a cel .. tial an. of the ~rath>ea said 
~ and not a n)'lnt sauc:ef," tlw wu C!OftiMet.,.. wtttt ttw .. office • I 
olOe»r aald. "'f It h.ct bun a apedal ln\ ... tlpt'-" at Wrtpt JJA\fTO. N 
UUCIIf It ......... ~ ....... 

• 

Mit' IMMrft •1 I lAIIIIMitt.'" It W a du tlf!lrtl. thet twe ' II~~ I 1\. 
eeoc•• ~ ahpwt control Jet pa.,.. piac.t. rna the AMC ~~ 

tower opeaa_., wtM, flnt re- Olcftt tNt divt.ioft took off and 
ported aeetna the objftt In the trifid to ICK'ate the "thin._.. Ae-
pcedawn alo' •• quott'd u uy· ~rdlnc to PIO IOUrt:lfa n.lther nt 
lnt he aaw •ctefifttte movenwnt

1 
ttt. piJota rt'POited Metnt ttw ob-

. toward the .,.U•••-'-" jt'ct.. 
I 

• 

• -- - - . -
r•f,lying Saucer" Didn't Wi~o e; 
Ait·ntan Believes It Was Star 

t 
•y f~l dam foolish about thta ' 000 f~t and was probably the 

whole t: '"' • • • : last person to actually IH the ob-
.. 1" convinced I took off and Ject be~uae crounct observers re· 

m . 1 ported at disappeared behind a 
WHt chulnl a star or aome kind cloud .ank. 
of ceiNtlal body." I "It d idn't winle one IotA, .. tlw 

That'a the way Lt. Col. Dale pilot u.tcl. 
Shafer Jr., air national KtJ&rd l "That'l why rm c:onvtnvt'd that 
pifot, laat ni(ht described his It was some kind of a r.e lestlal 
"!ly ing s:.uet"r chaM'' Y"terday body and not a !1yinc sau~r." the 
when a stranae object wu siahted officer uid. ..If It had been a 
tn the sky over the Oa,yton :\tu-

1 
saucer it would have unquestlon· 

nldpa) airport. ably ahown some movement." 
"I wu havlnc aome cofCH I Georre Bawu, air;»ort control 

when word came from the con· 1 town operator, whcl first re
trol tower that some kind of an portt'd SHine CM obj(ct in t he 
object had bHn sl,~thted,'" the of- 1 predawn sky w;u quoted as say-

1 f icer explained. "A short time Inc tt. saw ''deflniw movement I 
h~er-about 9 a. m.-1 wu uo in towart tt-e ~tnwti!St." 1 
::--e 5'<y :::~~r ro f:nd ?•H ~~~~ac !..:~eWIH, .5he~an S ·;,·., iu . 1 
ei.l tJM ucltem.nt w;as .:ab<>ul.", c:iuef tower C'IPf'llfOr :.>1' tre C.\.\ 

'"f ,;tW it, ~~~ ri;ht . , . ol l11;ht Who ,j)., ohwrvfd the ;;por in th~ 
about the same as you ft'e wht'n llk)"'' uld that It appeart"d to 
) 'OU look at a star In '\he e\e- move. 
nin.~t." • ' • One oblietr''eT' dncriMd ja· "The 
·ue liP• his rut t -:it lis:hterl thinJr looked like a bulln and it 

plane to .an altitude of about 38,· left a v:1por traU behind it.'' 

• 
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L•tl TO JUGR!' are Capt. Willi•ua Littlejoha, ~laj. Henry T. Sturtnant., Lt Col. 
Dale E. Shafer Jr. and Capt. Cbarlee Cook. pietv.d with an lo'-51 after the7 invest i~:ated 
a eelt8tial objeet report..t seea here W edJinda)' momiDr. 
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FINAL GALLEY PROOF 

Galley 31-THE \VORLD OF FLYING SAUCERS 

Venu.t 01 a M ornlng Star 

One of the "'best" UFOs of the year 1950 appeared when Venus 
performed in plain sight of the ATIC offices at \Vright-Patterson 
Air Force Base, Dayton, Ohio [2, p. 103]. 

About midmorning on March 8 a T\V A plane, coming in to land 
at Dayton municipal airport, was circling to get into the traffic pat
tern when both pilot and copilot noticed an extremely bright light 
hovering in the southeast. Much brighter and larger than a star, it 
appeared and disappeared in the high, thick, scattered clouds. The 
tower operators, who also saw it, immediately telephoned the Ohio 
Air National Guard and officials at A TIC. \Vithin minutes the UFO 
had attracted an audience of exceptionally well-qualified observers. 
Air Force experts on unidentified Hying objects watched it from the 
ground, technicians studied returns on the radar screens at the labo
ratory at \Vright Field, and the pilots of two hastily scrambled F-su 
hied to intercept it . 

The radar operators, wlm reported returns from both UFO and 
pursuit plant's, called the pilots and vectored thel'fl in toward the 
target. Both pilots could see the light at first, but when they had 
climbed to about 15,000 feet they found themselves in clouds so 
thick that neither could see the otlacr plane, and the unknown was 
no longer VIsible. Since ground ratlar rt>ported that the planes w~re 
getting closer to the tar~l't , the p tlots decided to continue, on in
struments. hut they s£'p~~ratcd to :1• oid he danger of collidin<! with 
~.1c:1 oth.:>l'. [n n few se:::onds tl,ey ·. ven~ d eep in d ense cloud. Flying 
:::onclition"' \\ere far wor ~ tkt!! tJ,t~~ l- ad expected an<! the pl~nes 
w ere iL'1ng up fast. N'.:!ve:tht·less tht! pilots kept climbing until 
~rct.nd r.d .• r advised them that thty were almost on t:uger. neal
izm6 that :i " .solid object actually were ahead of them th~y '.\·ould 
hit 1t bdorP tl•ey could see it, the pilots immediately d<:!scl!ndecl to 
below ~he cloJu.ls and circleJ, hoping for a break in the cvercast, 
until ground radar reported that the target was fading fast. The 
planes then landed. \Vhen the clouds broke momentarily, after about 
an hour, the UFO was not visible. 

A confcrt•ncc took place at ATIC that afternoon to discuss the 
idcntit>' of the mr!;teriom light and the cause of tht" mdar echoes. 
A check showed tha t the position of the UFO had been identical 
with tl.at of Venus. The light, the conference concluded, had been 
Venus. One pilot later disagreed, arguing that the light had not 
looked to him like a planet and that if the object had been Venus 
it <ihnlll'l h:\\'e appeared, but did not, at the same time on the fol
lowinE:; dny. The p re·• ..tilir.~ Wl'<dher en~; lition •. h rl'.\Cver, wo'lld 
h~t' e distorted the image and made it unli~c tllc pale H; l1t of V en11<; 

occasionally visible in the da}·timc. It was not visible at all the fol
lowing day because of different weather conditions. 

The radar returns, the investigators found, had come from the 
'- I A ~- ~1 ~ .. , 1,. '""1 \t! f'rl' 1111ri"Jatpcl tO the Jight. noth planeS had 

• 

' 

• 
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Unidentitied Object Incident of 8 Yareh 1950 

TO 110M 
• 

YCIAXA, Col Hematreet (to note) 
MCIA, Col FaUing (to note) 
,.~CI, Col Watson ( to.note) 
llCUXA-1, Mr. Rodgers (to 

(In Turn) Project GRUDGE) 
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Plan lniUala ef dJdJitor •d tnwt,, ... ••••• 
n••llllr an• 1-tl•" te rt•lll el •l ... alere. 

-
•• ,,,. .. __ .. '' lllnk••W 1.._ urue ..,... 

DATI 15 lfar 50 COMM1NT NO. 1 

• 

... 

1. At 1020, 8 )(•r 50, Col 'Watacn called the undersigned stating. that various 
reparta on an unid.entif'ied object bad reached his office, and that I was directed to 
1nveat1gata the matter and take whatever steps I felt necessary. Col Watson referred 
• to Capt Howe, EEt 64106, and Sgt Guzi, Ext 22140. 

2. The undersigned contacted Capt Howe immediately a:ld received the information 
relative to his activities as contained in inclosure 1. Following the receipt or this 
i.'l!ormation by telephone, I requested Capt Howe to prepare the inclosure as quickly a~ 
possible -in order that the facts as I received them could be r ecorded without distortion . 
I next called Sgt Guzi and obtained infor!DB.tion that the radar scanner that he was opera
ting gave a signal of tremendoua size and that the random motion of the signals precluded 
cloud formations. He further stated that the range or the signal covered 90° and was . 
fran 20-40,000 distance in range. These reports varied until 1140, a t which time he 
notified me that he had lost the signal because t he object had come closer to the f ield 
than fifteen miles. 

• 
. , 

3. At 1030 various crews were alerted to accomplish the following tas ks: 

a. Messrs Deyarmond and Kobernuss assigned to Vandalia Airport t o interrogate: 
·per~onnel reported to hav~ observed the object. L1vestigation report contained i n 
inclosure 2 . · 

b. Yr. Jnhnsoo d1-spa:t.cbed to the radar site in Area B to investigate u..~known 
radar 't.a"!"gets. Report of investigation is contained in inclosur-e 3. 

- - · - ,., •• 0 ... ... ... • - • - - - · - .. - - .. -- - - ·- -

• • 

· 4. Col Feili."lg contacted Col Paul in Fli:,o-ht T9st Dirlsicrn to arrange for di spat ch· 
L"'lg·or observaticm airplanes, and repaired to the radar station in Area B to utilize t h• 
radar soa::-eh facilities and a mobile ground tz ansaitti:tg static. in crder that the air,
cratt could .. be properly orientated. .A.rrangeaenta•wi:\t.+-..s. Er , Ext 20310, Area-B, we: 
accomplish ed to bring the mobile transmitting· station into operation at the radar s:S t.e , 
using channel B far contact wit~ the airplanes. 

5. Tha f inal results of t he inve3tigat ion indicated that the object seen at 
Vandalia Airport was probably the planet Venus, and that the contact -with WP-~FE r esul t e 
L~ t hg r adar sca~~ing of ice laden -clouds which gave registration on the radar scope tt 
a?peared to be an U..Tlidentified object of tre!tlendous s ize ., The dis~tching of the air- · 
craft t o the scene pf the unidentified object disclosed t he fact t ha t th9 r adar scope t 
picked up the ice lhd~A-; c~®~is .•. ... ,. -,. _ 1 

_ f - w l~ •l"' •• 11": ! ' DO.WNGRADEDAT!T Y2.\R1~TERVAI$ 

- . 
AMC ·- He. S (lw l9 M 47) 

I ~ 0 ... "----o . DEC;LASS1,F1::: ll .\ ; ' T · .. , , ~ YE. \ n::::. . . 
' 
1 

. .' ...,... . ' I'. • •rti..S • --

,,. 

. - - -- .. .. 
Thit fo,.. ,.,.lecM AMC ·- He. 1 ~l. whfd 
be "'" -•a •ted!• .,. h••4 .,. •• ,. ... , •• 4 . 
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•' ' ~~ I . E • v 11. .,~ BASE 

8 Narch 1950 

Report ot' Un1dent1I'l.ed Ob ject in Vi cln i. ty o!"' 
~rl~ht-Pa tterson Air ~orce da3e 

• 

~\t a pproxL-:1ately 7 : ~5 A. !.: . I ~·,as infcrt.1ed by t~e control 
~m: ~r, Patterson ?iel~ to s ~ arc' 1 f'o r on uni .::entii'ied oo j oct 
\~h1 c~1 ~·: .'ls hizh ove ~ ... ~'"'-e f'i e l c . 'i'1 ·a To .1cr te l a r:w thi s 
ob ject 1n~ been or i~~nally re~orted b y t~o airline pilo t s 
t o t~ ta VanCI3.l1a Con trol To·.·; ~r . 'f .:- e oi lo ts de ::: c ribed it as • 
a lonJ slc~der oo ....::i at an e s ti:":') toci a l !..i tuue .Jl a?.t)rox~oa tely 
lu,uuo ft and e:;;proac:~i::.:; 1' r om t i1e no!"'th ·•:est . 3 y the tine 
I rece1 ved th:..s ini Ol'•ma :ion t ho 7 n..!a_i a Control ·j;o\/~r· had 
t ::> .. . \::,. 

At u~pro;;:lr.w.·.; ..., l:/ o :lU A . :.! . i .. ~ j vr Eenn:)t~. ( . C!1l ls crom 
took off in an F - 30 to 3.;c..rc~ fo r lt . At t b.!.s t i .. :e and 
1'or jlJ.'";I'OXimate l:; t_:-;:; next hcur 'L11e Vancalia control TO'-''cr 
had L 1e 00 ject ~~2~2lly locn~ ed , rutd they ~ ave t h ls loc atl cn 
a.s :..t~;,..1u t "155-lo~ 0 be:-tr.:..ns f ro1n t:·,o:; 1i o .. er". 7: le :- <..: 1<.: not 
1c.-1o·;; t.1e ul ti tu~e or . 1s t.1::ce i' r o .a t~'!.e s t c. tl en, bu. t tcey 
est.!.. :t~ ted it to -~~ u~ t::e he~ ~; l\ t of t l:e h.1. ;;h clrrus clouds 
over Lh~ field. - ~-:: cse clouds v:ere at an nltltude c.1.· 5v , uOu .ft . 

~t ~ppro~iuatc ly 8 : ] 0 A. ~r . I c a lled c~lone : Cs~ooa of 
t he L.l e c tron1c SUQ(. .:. ''ision to ;;e t any :1a c ar a s :.. .:.. stance the 
~1V1s~on might be a~ le to s ive . I Fl so c~~tacted 8&pta1n 
·;;;:11 Ll n,s o f the All ~. :e -~ ther Divis lo n .for ... : s s l s -c~:: ce :~ ..~. t~e 

All .·ea t :1cr Sear :-.:.: ::<.::dor •::!:i c 'i i s lo • :_t ted at Jat ~-::: si.v\·m, Chio . 
~·'lt t:u s tine, t!:e 1h-..n..:'l.lia ~C':/ar ·:: d. s ~; t 1 ll i n ·;.i. c:~~~ l c c. n ta8 t 
·:: ~ t : ~ t · .. ; o ~ j ~ c : , .. _.. ·., ~:. e ~.,. " e ~· :: ·- t r; _ ~ J 1~ v.. ; t c _ : 3 ~ · - .. ::, .~ ~ :' 

v'u.ls tr0,n t o its :l.OC• • ... ion , vUt t•l e~- .!er e UnSU C:-! .. S ~~J'ul . 
It t · ·1 ·' t i ' " C> . ,..., -· o ..... C""· l ~ ~--~., ,...., ""nl -~-· • To .. ~ ..... · ., ,...j ·· · · ,, .I 'r• "=' .... v ... ...;, - U.i.- , l '- J •· J l _ '-J t, _ Vi • .l. ..,., '....&. ..., ... - .- ~ '-.l.· .. 't ~ .L <Jl.o. .1 r:;' - lt.J 

.... f") c· , ,·., ot~ as 11 8D·o ;;-;···~ .., 1 ·l v t'Pirl'"'r ,..,Ci .... f'' L i·'-c-. c·· "'··· c t: :r ,,. ~· ·' e 
• • • - - - - '-' • .. • "' - ... - - .. ._, ~ .... - tl _, - - , '"- :..1 ,., • J ~ J , .. .~ v 

,:;us '..ln '=" 'Jle to id <~ '.; __ J .n.·. ~r o ~:j,:) C'! ;. .... r O•- ·:t o ~.· c-'1~ · :J...~· · . 

• • • • • . . 
• .. • • 
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;:.~10~,~.1-:r .., . ... t~r\''"'ra's · .. - £' · · r· o. Jnt"'U '1., ·,,..l'C~ il·"''- ' r -"1 o.J io. l iJ _..J <. .!.. <;:;; l U ' , ._ .. ~. ,, ' ;..'/C.l ..,. L , .J.. '" '""- ~• I ~ oJ V 4 '-' •• 

1."=:.~ li~. , colo:1e l ..>:1:. ..... e_er , ~l _~:.,ted a,<.-..._ j:.Jct · .. ~ ·~ . ~.J .;as 
on t-.. . .! _;l."C•und , an i. b toJ ~~ o!'.t' l n an i ·'- ) l l!n cl uttE' .... ud 
to .;rn.c'.: it . At' tel" :1t;:! la[! · .. CC::. , I ~<1 .... ~·: cd to Col:) . . •.: .3' ~~r., J."Ol' , 
. ..,,· · ,.., or ted to · · .... ~ 11 11.:'> -·r·ll · • 1:"\d .,. ···o1· ...., ,. ··o --' ' -~ .. • ..., .. ..:; .- . •• l.: .... ..:.. 1.1 ~ J. ..... '- . • u - iJ .:.. • ..:.. v Oj ./ ...; 

... .i..: !td;~-::s oar C: t:1c o':>j ·" c t C:id n .... t ch ·n.:;e .:. ts ~1os 1. t..Lon". .~e c a'..lse 
o !· t:L!.s , Colonel <) :lu6i.·er t.:1cu~ht it r.~l_;h~ be a "heavenly 
ocoy" . uur1n.; all or' this t i me , n .lther :taaur ·.:as a':>le to 
de tect any stran~ a oo c ies c!' any sort • 

At approXimately 11:30 A.r.i . I 1,ece1·red a t elet::no:v:; c a ll 
from the Electronic Sub 21v1s1on Radar station. T~e o~crator 
in cl-:al"g e re;orted to :~te t:-: e.. t t he o~era tors hut2 an u.n:u.i en ti!'~ed 
o b j e ct in thel.r scope 35 m1les east of t r1c station a t a 
relative bearing of 105° to the station. Thl3 oLje c v .v.c 
an echo 100 mils in ·.-:1~t:1 . At thi s time I called Co l onel 
r:atso!l , r;lilita!·;;- Int '3 lli;;en ce ..)ivi s~on nn<.l relayed tltiS 
i:1i'or:!1~t 1 on to him. 

I wish to r eaol"t t~~t I ccntn c t,ed t he J~.s e O:>e~ntlons - -
office a t Pa tterson .!.''le1d i t'1!11edi ately ni'ter I :...tt~ .)ted 
co establi s h the nadar sea ..... c h ::1n c~ n.::vlsed t~e o,;r.:raL1ons 

• 

o .f.llcer on d'..lty t o ~o!.'lt9..ct any int Jr as ted orc:;a.lizal~ion3 
of e i ~~er t':le Bc..s e or ~·=eadquur t e "s , .'u.'C • 

At lU:OO A.t:. I c ~:.:!"!tacted t~e rubl1c He l asions 
Of.:icer of Head~:.U?.r t e:!."~ , :-...::c and notll'iec! c:1e cf .{'ic e r t:1a t 
n r e~or t ot· an uni :.HL'i t _ :·1 ed c b J ec l; · .:·t<.l 'been 1na<.·D . I a l s o 
n'"'tif.i.ed this vfi'ic cr c· .=.t ':)ot.l t-·. e ~lectrc.ni cs ...)lvi:;.:.on 
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REPORT OF IlfVESTIGATIOU CONDUCTED AT VANDALIA AIRPORT REGARDING SIGHTING 
OF "STRAJlGB OBJECT" 

1. Two repreaentatins of the Intelligence Department, Hq AMC, i1-P AFB, 
~r. Albert Deyarmoad and Mr. Fred Iobernusa, talked with several people at 
the V&ndalia airport with regard to the sighting of an unidentified object on 
the morning or ti March 1950. 

area 
~. Names or people who were interrogated with regard to this phenomenon 

a. Mr. George Barnes, Airport Traffic ControllerJ 
CAA (Dayton Tower) 

b. Kr. Sherman Seydler, Chief Airport Traffic Controller; 
CAA (Dayton Tower) · 

o. Mr. StewnsJ Chief, Weather Bureau 
d. Mr. Fordham; Weather Bureau 
e. Lt Colonel Dale E. ShaterJ Chief, Operations Officer, 

llational Guard Squadron at 'Vandalia airport 

nterr on or Mr. Barneaa • 

Mr. Barnes stated that at approximately 0650 he sighted an object 
in the direction of E/NE; that is at a bearing or about 70°. The reason 
tor noticing this object was that it moved rather fast and seemed quite 
ltninoua. It appeared bullet aha peel and left a vapor trail iD its wake. The 
w.por trail was approximately six times the object 'a diameter, and the end 
ot the vapor trail remained at the same distance behind the object throughout 
the oourae ot JDOvement. rfhen the object fir.ally stopped it was at a bearing 
or ap pro:;amately 1~0° {possibly 180°), and in the general direction ot S/Si(. 
It took approxi.•tely t1 ve seconds tor the object to travel from the 700 
be&r1 ng to the 1~00 bearing. The angle of elevation duriJ:l6 thi a entire move
•nt waa 15° above the hor izon. The "object .. d.ia.met~r aee!'lled to be about two 
teet. Al't~r the object s t opped, he decided t o call several other people who 
were at w-:>rk at that time (abalt 7:15A.M.) ane r e quested them 'to take a look 
at it through binoculars. Mr. Seydler, Miss J. K9 3ling. and several others 
Cl!l'le t o t~ tower am observeo. t he object. T!le ~b~eot hovered in the posi
tion for se"78r&l minutes and sested to be a sphere. Its brilliance suggested 
that it ow : d possibly have been nade of alurninWII. A T.7A flight, Uo. ~1, 
piloted by Captain D. i1. Miller, was coming int o the Vandalia airport at 
about tm time Uli. s object stopped its horizontal tro.vel. The pi.l.ot was 
notified and requested to looate the object, but did not do so until he was 
to.l.d 1D :turn in a direction of S/s.T. Pilot 1!iller radioed in that he had 
·•ighted the object but could not determine what 1 t was. At about the same 
time ~ . Barnes c&llod tr~ Patterson Tower. 3y that t i me the object had 
begun to ascend. It was kept in sight tor about 2~ - 3 hours by means of 
binoculars, and all that- tf1ne- r t -Wis asoendi"ng at- wha t se emed- to-· be -a-- - - - - -··- --- - _...._ _._ - -

.~errific speeg._ It was definitely going into the wind while rising , and ita 
size s eemed to decrease a bout onfJ-h&lf from tnat when it was first si ghted. 
At a ppro xi ma t ely 10 A.M. t he object disappeare d due t o cloud co ver clos ing 
• 
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UNCLASStF\ED 
•· Interrogation of Mr. Seydlera 

~tr. Seydler observed the object between the hours of 0800 and 1000. 
He noted that the aphere aeemed to be thin when it turned, howe vet", he be
liend that sun reflection mie;ht haft had something to do with this appari
tion. He claiu that the object tranlled to a height above ~0,000 feet 
aince high cirrua clouda were present at approximately 29,000 to ~0,000 feet 
and he U'\ought that he noticed the clouds to be between the ground and the 
object. He could not deter-mine the diatance of the object in any other way. 
He turther gan 1Dtor•tion as to the strength or the surface winds at the 
t1•. He stated that ground surface winds were aoutn-weaterly and blowing 
at 25 mph. The TWA Flight Uo. ~1 reported high velocity winds at altitude, 
aDd the pilot thaupt they were westerly in direction. Ur. Seydler stated 
tl'at the captain ot the TitA flight aaw the object approximlteJ.y 15 minutes 
after the object waa first called to his (the pilot's) attention. (NOTEs 
)lr. Barnel ami tted thia piece or intonation during his interrogation.) 
Furthermore, ur. Seydler alao remarked that the pilot did not see the ob
ject too clearly aDd would not definitely describe it as man·p~aered or 
or being a type ot tlying saucer • 

• 
6. Interrogation of Mr. Ste~nsa • 

Mr. Stewna came into the tower at approximately 07;)0 and observed 
the object with binoculars and the :raked eye. _;H.::...e-::s:_ta--:-t..;:_ed-:'-:.-t_l'_!L~_!~ _seen:!;!td to 
be a '!!~l__luminoua disk AE._<L_r~~J:;l~d_!lim_ o~ a cosmic b~lloo-p. He stated 
tl'at the object aacen•ed into the wind and was under observation for approxi
uately two and one-~lf hours until cloud cover obscured it. 

6 • 

Ur. Fordham observed t~ object a few minutes after it had stopped, 
(aa told to him~ Yr. Barnes) and continued to watch its progress as it 
ascended. His opinion was that a meteor or soma other celestial body had 
come into the earth's orbit and by some means or oth~r beca~ a temporary 
aatel.li te. He nade _some mention of the fact that_ the object resembled a 
weat't!~r-~~l~·~!l. Qf th~~:;:pe he~hld -obs~~vec!_~~t:~!lg hi;s _paat years of weather 
forecasting experi.aae. 

·-·- ----·-
7. Interrogation of Lt Colonel Shafe.r z 

Lt Colonel Shafer observed people rushing past his office at a few 
minutes before 0800 and therefore decided to see what the excitement was 
about. He went to the to"Jter in order to observe the object which had been 
reported to be 't:l. ai ble from there. At first sight, 1 t impressed him as being 
no more than a star although he claims that other people observing the object 
were observing various details which he could not see. He observed it with 
both tha nake d eye and binoculars. and did no t notioe anythi n~; unu.s•..tal tibout 
the object and hia ppinion did not waver from his original impression; that 
is, that the object was a bright star. Haaever, since Mr. B- rnes, who was 
the only one to ha~ seen the object move in a horizontal direction, insisted 
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thtlt this had happened, Colonel Stater d.eci"Cied chase the object in an 
F-51. Colonel Shafer reported to the tower at various times during his climb 
to altitude and said that at no time during the climb did the angle or 

. elevation (about 400) between him and the object vary, neither did the 
azimuth vary. AcoordiDg to Colonel Shafer, the object was at a be~ring or 
165-170° aDd no w.riation in this position was noticed during the entire 
night. Colonel Shafer maintaina t~ t the object was a a tar since its angle 
ot elew.tion neYW w.riecl (that is, when seen from the ground or from the 
air), and turtheraore, that ita bearing ot 165-170° did not change. Colonel 
Shafer stated that he reached an indicated altitude or ~8,000 feet but that 
he could not approach the object and decided to return to the Vandalia air
port since his oxygen supply system lb&intains a pressure altitu:ie or only 
35,000 teet w1 thin the co clcpi t. He cUd remember that aa he gained altitude 
the intensity ot the object increaaed, but this only strengthened his 
opinion that the object was a star. Atter returning to his office he de-
al ded to call the Uniftrai ty or Dayton and consult an astronomer there. 
The astronomer no11 tied Colonel Shafer that the angle or ele•tion and the 
general bearing of the object corresponded with the position or the planet 
Venus at this time of year. 

ij. Comments of Intelligence Department Representatives: 
• 

It appears that the object observed at th~ V&ndalia airport on 
8 March 1950 was the planet Venus. Mr. s~rnes, who first observed the object. 
ia on the "graveyard" shift a.rd. perhaps was somewhat exhausted from his night 
duties. A morning mist was present on 8 J..ilAroh am this mist may have caused 
a refraction or the light rays transmitted by the planet Venus thus giving 
the appearance ot a. luminous sphere travelling at a rather high rate of speed. 
It should be remembered that the object was observed before sunrise (at ap
proxima teJ.y 0650) and that t~e sky was begi!'ln:i ng to become quite bright, and 
that movement or mist andjor smoke couJ.a. have given the a ppearance of n.por 
trails emanating from the ob .ject. After thtt object had app&rently stopped} 
Ur. B~rnen notif'.ied several other people so th&t hi3 story could be confirmed; 
however, all of these witne 3ses saw the ob ject at ~pproximately the same bear
ing; thb.t u, l6Q-l70° &t.d ;vatched it ascend in a d.irection from 11/:NE to S/STI. 
This corresponds to the general celestial p&~h of Venus. It is therefore 
concluded t hAt t}J, object was, in all probabil:l.ty, the planet Venus, and 
tl-a "t !lOJT'Je unusual phenomenom such as peculiari 'ties of light ray/ refraction 
gave the appe&ranoe of a lunjnous sphere tra.velling a t high speed. 
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