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TO

CONSTANTINOPLE,
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OF THE ARCHIPELAGO,

CRETE.

CHAPTER L

Dcparture from Conflantinople for the Gulf of Mundania.—Stay at
Ghemlck.—Turkifh dock-yard—Timber for fhip-building.— Culture of
the land. — Natural hiflory. — Iflands of the Propontis,— Gallipoli. =

Lampfacus.—drrival at the Dardanelles.

EVENTS, which had fucceeded cach other with rapidity fince our depar-
turc from Par1s, having made us lofe fight of the principal object of our
miffion, the courfe which appeared to us the moft prudent from the very
firlt day of our arrival in the LEvaNT, was to requeft our recall to FrRANCE,
or formal authority to quit CoNSTANTINOPLE, to direét our fteps to the
{fouthern fhores of the BLAck SkAa, to repair through ARMENIA, GEORGIA,
GuiLan or CH1VRAN, to the borders of the CAspiaN SEa, then to traverfc

voL, 11. B PERsIA
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Prrsyia trom north to fouth, and rcturn to FRANcE by the Persrax
Gurr, Bassora, Bagpap, ALerro, and Syria. For fix months, we
bad been in vain expeting that the envoy extraordinary of the Republic
would Le authorized to furnifh us with the means neceflary for the execu-
tion of this journcy.  We ielt the moil eager impatience to travel over one
of thc parts of our globe the moft witerefting, in regard to natural hiflory,
geography, ancient and modern hiftory, commerce, &c. when we received
an account of the detention of Citizen SeMoNvViILLE, on the neutral territo-

ry of the Grisoxs, by one of the powers inimical to France.

It is very certain that the arrival, at CoNsTANTINOPLE, of an ambaf-
fador of the Republic had mitigated the fate of the French, calmed their
inquictude, rendered the PorTe more circum{pe&, and relicved us from
the fufpenfe in which we had been fince our departure from Paris. Citizen
SEMONVILLE, with whom we had conferred feveral times at MARSEILLES,
was acquainted with the views of the government with refpect to us; he
knew what was the primitive objet of our miffion; he was not ignorant of
all the importance which the executivc provifional council attached to our
political and commercial rclations with the Ottoman Empire, and how many
advantages they hoped, in certain circumftances, to derive from a more inti-

mate union with the Turks.

Receiving no anfwer to the diffcrent letters which we had addrefled to the
government, we refolved to go and fpend the winter at the DARDANELLES.
or in the Hlands of GREECE, far from the agitations and intrigues which the
various fhades of political opinions had produced among the French, and of
which we had, in fpite of ourfclves, been witnefles. What determined us
to take this courfe, was that we fhould be thence enabled to return to
France if we were recalled, or to repair to whatever country of the Otto-

man Empire the government fhould in future think it neceflary to fend us.
We
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We rereived, from Citizen Descorcuis, all the affiftance that his pre-
carious fituation allowed him to afford, and we left CoONsTANTINOPLE oOn
the 6th of Irimaire, year 1I, (26th of November, 1794,) on board a
Ragufan veffel, freighted by a I'rench merchant. The captain had orders
to go and anchor in the Gulf of MuNpANIA, in order to take in there
fome Lales of filk which were to be fent to him from Bogsa. Thence he
was to fet fail for SmyrNA, and leave us, in pafling, at the DARDANELLES,

where we bad an intention of making fome ftay.

The day was fine, the temperature of the air very mild, and the fea per-
feétly firooth: the wind, which bad been to the {outh for eight days, had
died away, and appearcd likely to fhilt to the north: the captain took ad-
vantage of the firft favourable breath in order to get under fail. We de-
parted from GararTa at noon, and camc to an anchor at funfet, off the
village of Prinki1ros. The wind being faint and variable, we remained
at this anchorage two days, duiing which we amufed ourfelves in killing,
from on board, fomec divers, in {hooting, in the ifland, woodcocks and red
partridges, and in gathering, for our colle@lion, fceds, lichens, and a few

late plants.

The wind having fettled at north north-eaft, we fet fail, at feven o’clock
in the morning, for the Gult of MUNDAN1A: at ten, we were a lcagrie trom
the coaft fituated between this gulf and that of NicoMEeDIA, and at noon
we had doubled Cape Bovz-Bournov. This coaft is beautiful, divalified,
and rathcer mountainous; the foil appcared fertile and wooded; we perccived
fields laid down in corn, a few flocks of flicep, and feveral inconfiderablc
villages.  After having doubled the cape, the wind till then favourable, wa:
likely to be contrary to us; it obliged us to ply to windward a part of tle
night.  We had fore difficulty to ge* to :n anchor hall a league from the
village of GHEMLEEK, at two cables’ iength from the fouth ceall

82 The
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The anchorage, at the head of the gulf, is excellent; the anchors Lold
well every where; but, in winter, it is moft prudent to approach the dock-
yard fituated to the fouth, and to bring up at a cable and a half or two cables’
length from the fhore; for if a veflel came to an anchor on the fide of the
village, fhe would be cxpoled to a heavier fea with a wefterly wind fomewhat
ftrong, and might run the rifk of being driven on the rocks which fkirt that
coaft, if her cables were too old or too weak.

The village, called Kios by the Greeks, and Guenrex by the Turks, is
fituated in the form of an amphitheatre, at the head of the gulf, towards
the north part: it is built on the ruins of the ancient Crs, and its popula-
tion appears to be about two thoufand fouls. The inhabitants, for the moft
part Greeks, are occupied in the culturc of the land: few among them are
mariners; feveral are employed againfl their will, as workmen, fince the Turks
have eftablifhed, a quarter of a league from that {pot, a dock-yard for tke
conftruction of fhips of the line. Herc, on our arrival, was an cighty gun
thip almoft finifhed, the building of which had been directed by a French
fhipwright.

What determines the Turks to build part of their linc-of-battle fhips at
the head of this gulf, is thc facility of procuring fhip-timber from the
mountain, which borders on OLymMmrus, from thofe which lic between the
Gulfs of Muxbpania and Nicomepia, and from thofe fituated to the
fouth of Lake Ascanius. Two fpecies of oak and two fpecies of fir are
employed; the former ferve for the keel, the ribs or frames, and the
fheathing; the latter likewife ferve for the frames, and for all the pieces
of the infide of the veffel.

The two f{pecies of oak which ferve for fthip-building, are the kairy-cupped
oak Prare XII. and the clufler oak. ‘The former, which appears to be the

quercus
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quercus cerris of LINN&EUS, is moft common towards TocaT, Sixorr,
and Trenisoan. It is that which is brought to the arfenal of Consrax-
TiNopLE from the fouthern fhores of the Brack Sra, and which is moft
commonly employed for the frame-work of houfes. It is alfo met with in a
great part of Asia Mixonr and Syrra. It grows to a confiderable height
and furnithes an excellent wood.  Its leaves are deeply notched, fmooth, of
a dark green on their upper fide, a little whitith and pubefcent on theix
under. The fcales of the cup are in elongated filaments, tcrminated in a

point *.

The clufler or flall-fruiled oak is more common than ths other in the
cnvirons of MuxpanNia and ConsTanTINOPLE. Tt rifes to a great height,
afflumes a finc flem, and furnithes a very hard wood. This trce, whofe
foliage differs little, at firft fight, from that of the quercus cerris cor
Tursry oak, is neverthelefs remarkable for its clongated fruit, borne on a

flender predicle, two or three inches in length +.

The Turks commonly make ufe of the pinus pinea or flone pine, and of
a fpecies which approaches to the laricio of the Corficans. The former is
common towards the maritime coafls of AstA MiNoRr and Syria; it alio
grows throughout all GReeck. It acquires a confiderable fize, and its wood,
hard and refinous, is frequently employed in the fhip-building carried on at
MunpANIA, at the DARDANELLES, at MITYLENE, and at RHODES.

® Quercus oriemalis, latifolia, foliis ad coffam pulchré incifis, glande maxima, cupula crisita.
TouvrnerorT. Coroll. page go.—/1d. Voyage au Levanr. Vol. 1. page z40.

Pococke’s Travels, vol. ii. tab, 86.

Chéne i cupule chevelue, gurrcus crinita. Lam. Encycl. Bot. vol. i. page 718. No. 4.

+ Quercus orientalis, glande cylindri, formi, longo pediculo infidente. TournerorT. Corall. page 40.
Chéne 3 grappe, quercss racemofa. Lam. Encyclop. -‘Botan. Vol. i. page 715. No. 1.

The
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The other pine which we found in plenty in the environs of OLymrus
and in all the interior of AstaA Minog, bears a {traight flem, and acquires a
confiderable fize and height. Its feeds, which I brought to Paris, have
come up very well in the garden of Citizen CrLs, a cultivator, and member
of the National Inftitute. .

The Gulf of Mu~npANIA, Prarr I11. is deep, rather narrow, and fur-
rounded by lofty mountains: the one to the north is almoft entirely calcarc-
ous; it is partly fchiftofe, partly formed of fandflone at its bafe. The coaft
fituated to the fouth prefents, all along the fhore, a hard, mixed rock, con-
taining pebbles of porphyry, granite, &c. At the head of the gulf is feen a
fandy beach by no means elevated, and beyond, a {mall fertile plain, watcred
by a rivulet, which bore the name of the town; and by a little river, known
formerly by the name of Hyras. In this plain are cultivated various kitchen-
garden plants, fuch as the folanum melongena, the hibifcus efculentus, the
water-melon, and feveral fruit trees, among which we rcmarked the pome-
granate-tree and a {pecies of apple-tree with oblong fruit, of a very agrecable
flavour. We procured feveral flips of this apple-tree, and fent them to Con-
STANTINOPLE in order to be there raifed in the garden of the palace be-
longing to the cmbafly, till we fhould have it in our powcr to convey them
ourfelves to FRANCE.

It is not to be doubted that this apple-tree would thrive in the fouth of
FrANCE, fince the temperature of GHEMLEK is at leaft as warm as that of
our fouthern departments, where it is known that the apple-tree vegetates
badly, and yields only worm-eaten fruit.

The pomegranates of GuEMLEX are held in fuch eftimation, that the
Greeks of that village are obliged to pay their perfonal impoft with a certain

quantity
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quantity of this fruit, which they fend every year to CoNsTANTINOPLE for

the harem of the Grand Signior.

Although the olive-tree is much propagated on the rifing grounds of the
environs, yet the inhabitants are not accuftomed to extract oil from its fruit.
They prefer gathering the olive when it is perfetly ripe in the months of
Brumaire and Frimaire, in order to falt it and afterwards fend 1t to the
capital, whecre the Greeks, Armenians, and Jews makec, during the whole
year, a great confumption of this fruit. The preparation of thefe olives
confifts in throwing marine falt on them, in a rather large quantity, and
flirring them about fo that they may be thoroughly impregnated with it.
They arc afterwards put, for fome days, into bafkets, and are flightly preffed
in order to facilitatc the draining of the aqueous part, after which they are

kept in carthen jars.

Thefe olives are eaten without any other preparation: they are fometimes
feafoned with falt, vinegar, and oil; they are alfo ferved up with folanum
mclongena, pimento,. celery, and fennel pickled in vinegar, together with

anchovics, and other falted fithes.

At GNEMLEK, as well as in-the environs of Bursa, the white mulberry-
tree is cultivated in plenty for the rearing of filk-worms; but here this tree
is not permitted to grow, as in our climates: it is kept as a dwarf, and
every year are taken off all the branches which have (hot forth the preceding
year, in order to be given, with their leaves on them, to the filk-worms.
After this cutting, the mulberry-trce pufhes forth frcth fhoots which are

to be cut the following year, as they are wanted.

Thefe trecs are planted according to the quality of the foil, at the diftance
of threée or four feet from cach other. They are not grafted, becaufe it has,
3 no
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no doubt, been difcovered that the {fmaller and more favoury leaves of the
wild mulberry-tree are of a quality fuperior to thofe which are large, fuccu-
lent, and by no means fubftantial. It is not, in general, the pratice to
give them manure; fome are watered; but all receive two hoeings, the one
at the moment of their vegetation, and the other at the end of the fummer.
This tree, thus cultivated, lafts a great number of years: it forms one of the
principal articles of wealth of the cnvirons of Bursa, and fupplies a great
many manufa@lories of filk fluffs eftablithed in that town for the ufe of the

Grientals.

A ficld planted with mulberry-trees which may have been permitted to
rife and grow, will, doubtlefs, furnifh a more confiderable quantity of lcaves,
than if it were planted with dwarf mulberry-trees, although the latter are
much clofer to cach other; but if a cultivator confider the facility that he
has of procuring at pleafure all the leaf of the latter by cutting the young
boughs, and the inappreciable advantage of being able to fhelter, by a wall
or a hedge, the dwarfl mulberry-trees from a frozen wind which attacks and
fo frequently caules the leaf to wither, in our fouthern departments, at the
moment of its budding, and, by that means, deprives of their nourilhment
the filk-worms alrcady hatched, it will be found, perhaps, that this culture
is not to be negle®ted, and that it ought to be adopted, at leaft in part,

in the South of FRANCE.

The Greeks are great eaters of land-fnails; but they have not, like the
Romans, the art of fattening them and making them a monftrous fize by an
abundant and choice food. They content themfclves with picking them up
in the ficlds and keeping them in their houfes, for foine days, in earthen
jars, in order to make them void all the food on which they have fubfifted.
They boil them for feveral hours in water with a little falt, after which they
make a fauce {trongly feafoned with garlic, parfley, and fpices. We faw the

Greeks
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Grechs of CoxsraxTivorLk and GueMLEK eat almoft every fpecies of
Luropcan f{nails, but more particularly the beautiful che/nut {fnail, of which
we give the figure, Pt XTI fig. 1. a. b,

1t is larger than the pomatia or vine-fnail: its {pire is lefs elevated, and its
mouth leis large.  The whole fhell 1s generally coloured by large zones of a
cheinut brown, interfcted by other pale zones, of which the one that tra-
verles the middle of the laft volute, is diftinguithed for its whitith colour.
The femi-clliptic mouth is in proportion.  The lip is obtufe: it forms, with-
out, alittle border, and is coated, within, by a brown enamel which increafes
towards the umbilical region. The bottom of the opening is as if milk-white,

aithoueh traniimitting the exterior zones *.

Among the land-fhells which we found in the environs of GHEMLEK, we

1hall remark two bulimi which hitherto appear to us unknown to naturalifts.

1. The webra bulimus, fo. 10..a. b, It is fimooth, whitith, more or lefs
marked longitudinally with lines fomewhat rufous. Its twclve volutes are
a Little convex.  Its fummit is obtufc, and its umbilical foramen very percep-
tible. Its mouth is white: it has three teeth placed in the form of a tnangle,

ncarly at equal diftances 4.

e. The oval bulimus, fig. 12. €. 4. It is of a whitifh celour, clearer
towurds the mouth. It is compofed of fix volutes a little convex and
fmooth. Its thape is that of an egg, fhort and obtufe. It is provided with

a little wmbiticus. Its mouth is oblong, oblique, narrowed by fix teeth

* Hevrix caftanes magna, exumbilicata, dcprefliifiale globofu, rufo-caffanea, pallide sonata, callo
dabii obtufi interno et umbilicali Sfufco.

+ Burimus zebra parvulus, oblongu:, umbiicatuc, lavisy, albidus rufe lincolatusy apuzara alba
wyvalta triplicique werfu tridestala.

‘VOL, il C nearly
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ncarly equal, very diftiné, three on each fide. From tlis mouth, it ap-
proaches to the bulimus {carabeeus; it is not at all comprefied, and its fize
is from three lines to three lines and a half *.

On the zoth of Frimuire (12th of December) the coid was (harply felt for
the fir time; there fell five or fix inches of {how, which brought a great
many fnipes into the neighbouring woods, and a vaft number of ducks on
the two little rivers and in the plain,  The red partridge and the hare were
cvery where in great plenty and of an exquifite flavour. The captain, a de-
termined {portiman, had an exccllent pointer, fo that we lived well at little

expenfe dur” g our ftay at GueMLLk.

Citizen ToussaixT, a fhip-builder, fcttled in the village, forgot nothing
to make us pafs our time agreeably, and to procure us every information of
which we flood in need. We learnt, with inquictude, that his zeal, for
the fervice of the PorTE, had feveral times expofed hin to being maflacred
by the Turks belonging to the country inland, who accufed him improperly
of being the caufe of the oppreflion which the goveinment made them ex-
perience for the felling 2ud the conveyance of the wood neceffary for the con-

ftru@ion of the thip with which he was charged.

Thefe wretches, excited, perhaps, by the trecafurer, who hated a fuperin-
tendant whofe manners and probity gave him umbrage, and by a few Greeks
jealous of the prefercnce which a ftranger obtained over them, came one
day to the number of upwards of fifty, in the intention of killing him.  Citi-
zen ToussaINT, robuft and courageous, after having cfeaped from feveral
among them, who aflaulted him on his way from the dock-yard to the

, village, fhut himfelf up in his houfc, mounted fix blunderbuffes in front of

* Buriwvus ovularis minutus, ovatus, fordide albidus, anfrallibus fix; wertic obtufifimo; aperturs

oblique oblongiufeula, fexdensata. .
the
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the entrance door, armed his wife and his fervant, took himiclf a double-
barrelled gun, two piftols and a fabre, placed a barre! of powder in the
middle of the houfe, announced to thele ferocious men, who attempted
to burfl open the door, what were his means of defence, and the intention of
Lurying himicit under the ruins of his houfe if they were daring cnough to
enter it Some attempted to get in at the windows; but cevery where they
fand a man who prefented death to them. The inhabitants of the village,
through pity, attachment, or intereft*, fcon haflened to his afliftance:
“hey Lad no great dificulty to dilarm, by their tears and their intreaties,
men whomn the courage of Citizen ToussarnT had already fhaken, and who

tound it, no doubt, more prudent to retire to their habitations, than to

hazard their life againft him who defended fo well his own.

Though the {rafon was not very proper for herborizing, we, neverthelefs,
tound a few interefling plants: we faw, in flower, on the hedges, the ever-
creen virgin’s bower 4, and towards the fea-fide a pretty daphne, which we
mict with again in Sy iy, inthe interior of Asta Mixor, and which Toun-
wrrouT bad difcovered in CreTr: 3. There was allo on the nifing grounds a

new {pecies of /partivm |, a thrub which grows to the height of five feet, of

+ ® The Turkifh government, in cafe of murder, exadls a heavy fine from the inhabitants:
+ Clematis civebnfa. Lixn.~Lavari, Encyclopédic Botanique. Climatite. No. 9.

1 Thymelza Cretica, olea folio fubtus <illyfp. Tourn. Corroll. page 41.
Lamare, Lucyclep. Bot. Laurddlr. No. 22,
Diigbne collima. Smrvu. Spicil. Fafc. 2, page 106, tab. 18, Axz. Neapolitau Mezercon., T.

I ‘The ftem while yet yvoung of this frartium has three angles which are imperceptil.ly ch..
Iiterated 2 it fhoots forth a great number of branches, which are alternate, flexible, and of a
whitith green. The leaves almoft feffile, are terpate, and deflitate of flipules.  The flowers,
of a golden yellow and provided with bra&es, are difpofed in cluflers at the top of the
branches: to thefc {ucceed oblong pods truncated at their fummit. .

Citizen VentenaT, who is publifhing an account of the plants coltivated in the gailen
of Citizen Cevrs, has caufed this fpartium to -be drawn, and intends to infert it in one of his
¢pproaching fafcicali, wader the name of partivm par < i forim.

2 which
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which we fent to the national garden of plants, and to Citizen Crrs, foms
fecds that have come up very well.

We faw every where in the woods the andrachne and the arbutus loaded
with flowers and fruit; the former, which fecls the cold a little more than
the other, grows not in the environs of CoNsTANTINOPLE; we found it in
plenty near the HELLEsvoNT, in the iflands of the ArncuiveLaco, on the
coaft of As1a MiNog, and in Syr1A. It fhoots up fometimes to the height
of a trec; but it morc generally preferves that of a (hrub.  Its trunk, fmooth
and rcd when the epidermis of the year has fallen, the beauty of its foliage,
its cluficred flowers, its fruits of a bright red—every thing concurs to render
it one of the moft elegant fhrubs of the LevaxT. If the arbutus is inferior
to it in point of port, ftems, foliage, and flowers, it claims a fuperiority for
its fruits. ‘Thofe of the andrachne arc {maller than thofe of the arbutus:
they have a fourith and rough tafte, which does not equal the ratber flat

{fwectnefs of the other.

From the neighbouring mountains are perceived the Lake -dscavres and
the fertile plain of Nicra, of which I fhall have occafion to fpeak elle-
where. It is reckoncd twe or three hours’ walk from GneMiex to the
lake, and feven or cight to go as far as Nicea. Buksa lies nearly at the
fame diftance. Thefe places remind us of the fecond battle fought ncar
Cvs, in the year 193 of the chrftian era, between Lucivs SeprriMuvs
Siverts and Prscunaivs NiGer, who difputed with cach other the
empire of the Romans after the decath of the virtuous Prrrinax, maf-
facred by an undifciplined and corrupt foldiery.  They alfo remind us of the
efforts made by the firft Turkifh emperors to get pofleflion of GiieMLEK*.
OrtunAN, already mafter of almoft all BiTuvyn14, had attempted in vain ta

# Some autliors write Kem/juk.

{fubduce
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fubdue Bursa and GuemLek: Orxuan, his fon, obtained the former

without bloodfhed, and the latter after a year’s fiege.

Ships and boats which trade to Bursa, almoft always repair to Mun-
DAN1A, a {mall town fituated in the middle of the gulf, on the ruins of
M eLea or Arasea ¢ it feldom happens that they come to GurmLEK, be-
caufe the anchorage of MunnaNTA 15 very good, the communications be-
tween it and Bursa arc morc cafy, more frequent, and the diftance from it

1s lets.

On the {irfll of Nivole, (21ft of December,) at {un-rife, the wind being
to the eafl-north-caft, we weighed anchor, and ftood on for our deftination.
Before night we paﬁ'cd the littde Ifland of Caro Limyo, commonly known
under the name of Porr’s Isann: 1t 1s by no means clevated, almoft flat,
tolerably fertile, as we were told, and inhabited only by Grecks. This is the
ancient Bespicos, fituated three leagues from the coaft, facing the niver

RBuyxpacrs, at this day called Mlinarirza.

The wind ficthened a little, and became north-eaft at fun-fet. At three
or four o’clock in the morning, the captain, having judged that that we had
paffed the Ifland of Marwvory, hove to in order not to enter the channel
by night. Wec accordingly found ouricives, at break of day, to the north-

wefl of that ifland, two leagues from the et of Gurnour g,

Maknrora has received its name from a white marble,. a little veined with
gray and bluifh, which is thence extracted in great quantities.  Although
its grain is not fine, not its colours beautiful and mixed, tiic Grecks, never-
thelefs, cfteemed it formerly and frequently made ufe of it: they diftinguithed
it by the name of Cvzicus marble, becaufe that peninfula furnifhed, per-
haps, fome of the fame quality, or becaufe the town of the fame name ferved

as
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as an emporium for 1t.  Fragments of it are found among the ruins of almof
all the ancient cities: pillars of it are feen In various places, and particularly
in the mofques of CoxsrantinorLe. At the prefent-day this marble is
worked oniy for the fepulchral flones made ufe of by the Turks, the Arme-
nians, and the Buropeans: it is feldom employed in the conflrudticn ot houfes.

This ifland is about twelve leagues in circuit: it is lofty, mountainous, and
tolerably fertile; it contains feveral towns or villages rather populous: it has
two harbours by no mcans extenfive, fituated to the fouth.  Veiltls furprifed
by a northerly wind fomewhat flrong, go thither fometimes to fech a fhclier,
The inhabitants have a few flocks of fheep; they cultivate the vine, the
olive-tree, and cotton, and gather various fpecies of grain.

Marmora frrmerly bore the names of Nirris, Krapnonyesoe, and Peo.
covyrses ¥, on account of the quantity of {tags which were there to be
met with, T belicve that none cxift there at this day, as the woods are

deftroycd, and the mountains arc almoft naked.

On entering into the channel, we with pleafure dire&ted our looks towards
the coaft of Eunorr: we remarked a mountain parallel to the fhore, at no
great diftance from the fea, and beheld a fertile foil, tolerably well culti-
vated. The coaft of Asia fixed our attention more; it is flat, marfhy to
beyond the Granicus, and extremcly fertile in the places which are not in-
undated: the mountains that are difcovered at fome diftance, are very wooded,
and loftier than thoft of Bunorr. We for a long time contemplated Mount
OrLymrus entirely covered with {now, and bad adien to CONSTANTINOPLE,
to the Prorontis, and to Cyzicus, which we regretted not having

® Nevris, nCxs, the fawn of a doe; Elaphonnefus, from sxagu;, a ftag, and from wmees, ifland ;
Proconncfus, from spug, mjoxes, which alike fignify a young ftag, and from s, ifland.

vifited,
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vifited, and to all thofe places fo famous in hiftory, and fo worthy ‘of that

fame.

The objeéts to which our cyes were dire@ed on both fides of the channel,
difappeared with the greatefl rapidity: we had the wind right aft, and the
ftream of the waters accelerated our progrefs, fo that, at ten o’clock in the
morning, we found ourfelves off Garirror1. This town, at prefent the moft
confiderable of thoft fituated on the HrLrusro~nT, pafled into the power of
the Turks, under the reign of Jou~ Parrorocus, and was taken by SoLy-
man, fon of Orkuan. It contains within its walls about fifteen or fixteen
thoufand inhabitants, Grecks, Muflulmans, and Jcews; and is fituated on a
ledge of rocks which the waters have undermined. 1t projects, and forms a
fort of cape, at the extremity of which is placed a lighthoufe for guiding
mariners, and pointing out to them the route which they are to take when
they enter the channel by night. Another is feen for the fame purpofe,
almoft oppofite, on the coaft of Asra. The channel grows narrow all at once
off Garrirort, fo that it is not a lcaguc in width. The fea forms a cove
to the fouth of the town, which ferves as a harbour for boats which come

and anchor there, as well as for fhips thwarted by the wind.

The mountain, of which T have before fpoken, has imperceptibly funk,
and gives place to hills deprived of culture and of all ornament. That of
Asia, on the contrary, has drawn ncarcr and prefents a natural landfcape of

the greateft beauty.

Larxrsacus, off which we found ourfelves almoft imimediately, poffefles
a charming foil, extremely fertile, and well watered. This town, formerly
much morc cenfiderable than Gas Lirort, was famous for its gardens, its
vineyards, and the goodnefs of its wines, for its temples, and, above all, for
the worfhip which the inhabitants paid to the god Pgiarvs. It is no longer

1 any
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any thing at this day,but a mean village, inhabited by fome Greeks and lome
Tuwiks: 1t Qill preferves a few vine-plots on the rifing grounds in the neigh-
bourhood; but its fine gardens have difippeared @ on the ruins of its temples.
bas been erected a mofque, and the worfhip paid to the God preferver of the
Univerfe, is replaced by offerings to the Paxavig.

As far as the Peint of Nacara, on which are {lill to be remarked tise
ruins of Anypos, th¢ HrLiesroxt prefents nothing remarkable but the
fertile and verdant hills by which it is bordered, and a few vallies more or lefs
cultivated.  Although the diftance from Lawrsaces to Anvrios is alfo
upwards of fiftcen miles, our progrels was {o rapid, that we had foon clearcd
that fpace, and were able, about onc o’clocl in the afternoon, to bring up
at the excellent anchorage which lies to the (outh of this cape.  We haftened
to land our baggage, and to proceed to the town, neaily two miles ditlant.
Citizen Brruoxn, vice-conful of the Republic, had been expe@ing us for
fome days; he had had the civility to have apartments prepared for us in the
conful’s houfc: he was o kind as to accompany us in our excurfions, and
negleed nothing to render the flay that we made at the Dakpaxrrrnes as
agrecable as ufeful,

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IL

Stay at ¢he Dardanclles.—Defeription of the Hellefpont; and of the towns

Stuated on its fhores.—Productions and commerce of thofe countries.

Tae HeL LESPONT, or Sca of HELLE, is thus named becaufe that princefs,
daughter of Aruamas, king of TuesEs, withing to conceal herfelf, with’
her brother Purvyxus, from the perfecutions of Ino, their mother-in-law,
had the misfortune to be there drowned. It is faid that, mounted with her
brother on a ram covered with a golden fleece inftead of wool, fhe ventured
to crofs the channel which feparates THrRAcCE from TrRoAs; but when fhe
found herfelf in the middle of the waters, fhe was fo terrified at the danger
to which (he had imprudently expofed herfelf, that fhe fell into the fea,
where fhe met with the death which fhe was endeavouring to avoid. The
Grecks, touched by her misfortunes, in order to eternize the remembrance of
this cvent, gave the name of the unfortunate princefs to the arm of the fea

in which fhe perifhed.

This fea is more known at the prefent day by the name of the Stra:t or
Channel of the DarpaNELLEs, becaufe the modern town at which we had
Jjuft landed, is called by the Europeans, the Da RDANELLES; a name which
has been tranfmittcd to it from the ancient Darpana, Darpania, or DR
DaNUs, fituated a few miles lower down; for, according to the ancient geo-
graphers, it was eight miles to the fouth of Asypos, towards Cape TRarPEz4,
commonly diftinguithed by the name of BarBer’s Care. The river Ruoo1us,
on which the modern town is built, flowed at nearly an equal diftance from
Azypos and DARDANUS.

" YoL. IL. » In
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In this town are reckoned fcarcely four thoufand inhabitants, Grecks,
Muflulmans, and Jews. Its pofition is agreeable, its territory is fertile, and
its produ&ions are very diverfified. To the north-caft, is feen a rifing ground
covered with vines; to the fouth, a plain terminated by a mountain ty no
means lofty: this plain extends to the eaft, and then forms a valley extremely
fertile, watered by the Rnonrus. At the extremity of this valley are found
indications of a volcano: among others are to be feen confiderable blocks of
granite, the quartzofe part of which is almoft entircly converted into glafs.
A little farther on, is a fertile and circular bottom, of fmall extent, fur-
rounded by mountains covered with wood.

In the territory of the DARDANTILLES are cultivated cotton, fefamum,
various kitchen-garden plants, the vine, the olive-trec, and f{uveral {pecies of
fruit-treces. The orange-trce begins to grow here in the open air; and a to-
lerably large quantity of grain is here colleted. The neighbouring mountains
furnifh the velanida® and gall-nut ufed in trade.

The waters of the HerLesroxT have a rapid ftream oppofite the caille,
fituated at the lower cnd of the town, while they are tranquil or run up into
the cove, which lies at the upper part, and which ferves as a harbour
for the {mall craft that trade brings thither, as well as to veflels and to
fhips of war that fomctimes come to an anchor there. The captains of
thefe two laft-mentioned prefer, however, both in winter and fummer, the
anchorage of NAGaRrA, becaufe they are more fheltered from the north
wind, and becaufe its bottom 1is better.

® This is the name given by the modern Greeks to the cup of ‘the-acorn produced by the
quercus Agilops. In dyeing, the Orientals, the Italians, and the Englith, employ this cup, ax
well as the gall-nut of the guercus infeGoria—Tranflator,

The



OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 50

The HELLESPONT, at firft fight, refembles a majeflic river quietly carrying
its waters to the ocean; but, confined within its bed, it is never known to
pals the limits which Nature has traced for it. Here are not feen thofc de-
vaftating overflowings to which countries croffed by great rivers are too fre-
quently expofed. Neither are there to be met with, in the cnvirons, thofe
infectious marfhes, thofe ftagnant waters, fo common towards the mouth of
rivers: hcre the lands are cultivated, or are naturally covered with verdure
even clofe to the water. And if the fhores of the HELLEsSPONT are not
fecundified by canals of irrigation, if the waters depofit not on the lands a
fertilizing mud, the communications which it eftablifhes between the Pro-
roxTis and the BLack SEA on the one fide, the MEDITERRANEAN and
the OcraN on the other, the advantages which agriculture and induftry can
derive from the facility of conveyance, arc bencfits greater, perhaps, than
thofe which would refult, to thefe countrics, from the vicinity of a great

river.

The Ruonius takes its fource to the north-eaft of Mount IpA: it receives
a few rivulcts which flow from the neighbouring mountains, and, after
having traverfed a fpace of twelve or fifteen miles, it difcharges itfelf into the
HevrresroNT, by the fide of the caftle of the DarpaxELLEs. Its waters,
by no means abundant in {fummer, are kept back and employed in the irri-
gation of the lands; but in winter, fwelled by the rains which are frequent in
that feafon, it occupics a bed fufficiently large to deferve the name of river.
The inbabitants of the DarpanNELLEs have conftru&ted a wooden bridge
at fome diftance from its mouth, in order to be able to crofs at all times to
the left bank, and repair to the ficlds that they cultivate beyond it.

Behind the caftle, between the town and the river, is a tolerably extenfive
walk, naturally turfed and fhaded by very tall plane-trees. Although thir
place is very cool and very agreeable, it is fcarcely at all frequented by the in-

D2 habitants
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habitants of the town: one there meets with none but Europeans, whom
commerce and curiofity bring into this country.

Three miles from the DARDANELLES, in afcending towards the north, are
found, on a fpot refembling a plain of a triangular figure, a few veftiges of
the ancient Anvypos. The ground is elevated and covered with heaps of
rubbith, among which are to be diftinguithed bricks, fragments of potter’s
ware, picces of granite, and marble of every fpecies. A few fhapelels mafles
of mafonry are perceived along the anchorage, fituated to the fouth-weft.
On the neighbouring coaft is feen a road deeply dug, by which thc inbabi-
tants of ABypos repaired to a fertile plain that lies to the eaft.  The city
occupied the fouthern part of the triangular fpot which I have juft mentioned,
and extended to part of the rifing ground that faces the channel.

There is not, on the fhores of the HELLT'sPoNT, a fituation more agrees
able and more advantageous than this for a town; for, indcpendently of the
view of the whole channel, of its two fhores, aud even of TENEDOs *, befides
the means which there would be to fortify it, being furrounded by the fea
and an infulated hill, the anchorage 1s unqueftionably the moft [pacious and
the moft fafe of the HerrLesronT; and if tile Turks really withed to pro-
hibit the entrance of the PrRoronTis to an enemy’s fleets, there would be no
place more proper for the ercflion of a battery, than the point of NaGcaraj;
for fhips always approach this point in fpite of themfelves, on account of the
falient angle which the land makes in this place. Befides, this part of the
channel is almoft as narrow as that of the fecond caftles.

Two leagues to the fouth-caft of ARvpos, is feenSirr.E1s, a fmall rivulet
which would no longer be thought of, did it not indicate the pofition of

* The gently-rifing ground of T'xoas allows the Ifland of Tenepos to be perccived.

ARISBA,
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ArisBa, near which the army of ALExANDER encamped, while that con-
queror was occupiced in vifiting the ruins of Trov.

Geographers are not agreed refpecting the pofition of the ancient DArDA-
NUs: fome place it on Cape Trarrza; and others, at the foot of Mount
Ipa. I found not in the environs of that cape, commonly called B4arngr’s
C1rEe, any vellige, any trace of a town; ncither did I perceive rubbifh,
bricks, nor heaps of flones. The very ground, uncven, hilly, by no means
fertile, and deftitute of water, appears little calculated for the fituation of a
town of any confequence. I fulpe, with the latter, that it ftood inland;
for in the times when people could appreciate all the advantages of a mari-
time trade, and even fometimes receded from the fea-thores, in order to be
Iefs expofed to the incurfions of pirates, they muft have preferred fuch fitu-
ations as placed the inhabitants within reach of the ficlds which they culti-

vated, and from which they derived all their riches.

Beyond the cape, the coaft is white and chalky, which has occafioned
it to be given by mariners the name of IFWhire Srots: here it is that veffels,
waiting for a favourable wind for alcending the HrrLrLesponT, gencrally

anchor.

We were not more fortunate in our fearch for Ornrynivnm, which is placed
between DarpAaNUs and Ri@®reuvn: as for the latter, it appears, that it
is fituated between the promontory of that name and thc tomb of Ajax,
to judge of it from the fragments of potter’s ware and bricks which are there
to be found; for it is well known, that nothing indicates in a more certain
manner the pofition of ancient cities. Monuments crumble away, the ma-
terials are carried off, the plough levels the foil; fragments of bricks and pot-

ter’s ware alone refift time and the hand of man.

Wlken
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When you have paffed the tomb of AJax, fituated on an eminence, you
fee even beyond the Simois, a low, fandy plain near the fea, very fertile in
proportion as you recede from it. But before we travel over Troas, and
vifit thofc places which hiftory has rendered fo famous, let us return to the

HerLesroxT, and tranfport ourfelves to the coaft of Eurove.

According to the poets and the greater part of the Greek hiftorians,
SesTos was fituated oppofite to AByDpos, at the moft narrow part of the
channel. Thofe two towns arc become famous from the loves, real or fabu-
lous, of LEaxprur and HEro, whofe end was {o unfortunate. LEANDER
lived at ABypos: HERro was at SesTos, a pricftefs of Venus. Too con-
fident, no doubt, in his ftrength and fkill, LEANDER, in order not to be
difcovered, for a long time, {wam acrofs the HELLEsrONT, guided by a
torch which his miftrefs lighted on the top of a tower: but, in a tempef-
tuous night, LEAND;!R, having too imprudently committed himfelf to the
waves, could not reach the other fhore, and was unfortunately {fwallowed up
by the agitated waters. HERo, in her defpair, threw bLcriclf into the fea, in
order to fhare the fate of her lover.

Procorivs places SEsTos in the cove the nearcfl to Asyvos: he even
adds, that the emperor JusTINIANX caufed a citadel to be built near that
city: the remains of this citadel are flill to be feen clofe to the fea-fhore.
The firft courfes of mafonry in hewn-ftone, on which the wall was erected,
are there to be diftinguithed. This wall forms a talus of about fifteen inches.
The tower, fituated at the extremity of the citadel, is round and in a great
mealure deftroyed : the remains of an arch, which formed the firft ftory, are
flill to be perccived. Its walls, as well as thofe of the citadel, are built with
feveral courfes of rough, unhewn ftones, and feveral courfes of bricks laid
flat the one on the other in three or four rows. On the declivity of the
hill, the walls of the ancient city may very eafily be traced. Within the

3 enclofure
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enclofure of thele walls, lic heaps of ftones, among which are to be diftin-
guifhed bricks, fragments of potter’s ware, pieces of granite and marble.
It is probable, that this rubbifh has been heaped up for the purpofe of
clearing the ground, and putting it into a ftate of cultivation; and that, in
this manncr, the remains of the monuments that might there be met with

nave been deftroyed.

Four miles from Sgstos, in afcending the channel, is another harbour,
near which is feen only a fimple habitation of dervifes, occupicd by thrce
or four Muflulman monks. This anchorage, one of the beft of the whole
channcl, is little known to moft of the mariners who frequent the fcas of the
Leva~t, becaufe they prefer, with reafon, that of Nacara as more
within reach of MAiTA and the DArRpDANELLES, where they procure fuch

provifions as they are in want of.

Facing Acvpos, a fliort league to the fouth-weft of Sesrtos, is feer at
the head of an extenfive and not very deep cove, the village of Maira,
built on the ruins of Aarvpos. Some remains of old mafonry are flill to be
found on a hillock, which overlooks the modern town fituatcd on the fea-
fhore. At a little diftancc from MAbpvyTos was formerly Ceros Porrurs,
afmall towa which was witnefs of the fea-fight that took place between the
Athenians and the Ilacedemonians, a fight in which the latter were con-
quered and obliged to- give up to their rivals the empire of the HrrLLE-

SPONT.

The territory of MaiTa, although by no means fertile, furnithes fome
fruits, a little corn, fome wine, and, in particular, cotton. Moft of the
inhabitants are feamen: the others apply themfelves to the culture of the

lands and to the manufalure of fail-cloth, for. which  they employ the
cotton -
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cotton that they gather, and a fmall quantity which they purchafe, either
at the DARDANELLES or at GALLIPOLI.

Two leagues from Maira, facing the DARDANELLES, at the moft
narrow part of the channel, is feen a village by no means confidcrable,
known by the name of the Seconp CastLE or Euvrore. The citadel
which ftands below the village, on the fca-fhore, and of which Tour~NFErorT
has given a drawing, is no better calculated for defending at this day the
entrance of the channel, than that of Asia: necither the one nor the other
would not long hold out againft fhips of the line that might attack them.
Their monftrous guns, without carriages, loaded with bullets of marble or
granite, of about two feet in diameter, would foon be abandoned by gunners,
who could neither manage them, nor point them, nor even load them with

facility.

This village, fituated at the foot of a hill rather lofty, affords to the
inhabitants of the DARDANELLES a very agreeable landfcape, embellithed
almoft always by the fhips and boats which are inceflantly afcending the
HeLLEesroxnT, or making fail for the ARCHIPELAGO.

The inhabitants of this village are lefs induftrious than thofe of Maira:
the greater part of them are Turks attached to the duty of the citadel, or
employed in carrying over in boats the perfons who are repairing from the
one town to the other. It is the Greeks who apply themfclves more parti-
cularly to the culture of the lands. I faw, for the firft time, in their ter-
ritory, hives fhut up in buildings more or lefs fpacious, according to the
quantity of bees that were there reared. The obje@ of this building in
mafonry, carefully fhut, is to fecure thofe infeéts from the cold during the
winter, from the heat during the fummer, and at all times from the hand

of man, far more dangerous than the inclemency of the fcafons.
3 A league
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A league from the fecond caftle of Euroreg, on defcending the HELLE-
sPONT, is perceived on a height another dwelling of dervifes, inhabited by
a few Turkith monks, whofe funf@ion confifts in making fignals for the veflels
and fhips of war which enter the channel, and in difplaying from time to
time the Ottoman flag. Thence to the firft caftle of Eurore, the coaft
is uncultivated, and prefents nothing remarkable, except a tomb which is
fuppofed to be that of HEcusa, placed above the promontory of Cynosskma4,
and the remains of an aqucdué&, which probably brought the water necef~
fary for the inhabitants of Zrxvs, a town formerly fituated at the entrance
of the HELLEsPONT, on the coalt of Evunrore.

On the ruins of ELcus, at this day is feen a Turkith village, called
Erpanar-Kavessi, at the foot of which is built the firft caftle of Eurovre.
To the weft of this caftle, is ftill feen the tomb of ProTrsiLAus, king of
TuessaLy, killed by HecToRr, and a few veftiges of a temple to which
his devotion to his country’s caufe had entitled him. ProTrsrrLaus was the
firft of the Greek heroes who fet his foot on the coaft of As1a, although the
oracle had thrice announced, that the man who firft landed on the Trojan
thore, would lofe his life.

Thence to CriT14, a Greek village fituated to the north, up the country,
may be reckoned about two hours’ journey. It is well known, that there
was a town of the fame namec in the Cherfonefus of THRACE, at a little
difiance from the fea-fhore, in the fame place, probably, where the modcrn
village 1s built. You arrive therc by an uneven ground, and a fmall plain,
the ecarth of which is partly whitith and cretaceous.

We had no where feen the red partridge fo common as in this plain and
in the groves of pine which ftand in the environs. The hare is here in equal
plenty and very well tafted. During the winter, a great many woodcocks

VOL. 1r. E are
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are found in the uncultivated, fhaded, and moift vallies. Neither is the
wild boar fcarce: as the latter does a great deal of injury to culture, and is
particularly fond of grapes, the Greeks hunt it fometimes and kill a great
number: but the quadruped the moft common in all thefe countries, is the
Jackal, of which I fhall frequently have occafion to {peak.

In the environs of the DARDANELLES, I was one day witnefs of the manner
in which the Greeks fhoot partridges, lefs with a view of procuring them-
felves an excellent article of game, than for the purpofe of diminifhing the
number of the enemies of their crops. This fport confifts in carrying a gun
and a fort of banner rolled up, ftriped with very lively colours, fomewhat
fimilar to a harlequin’s jacket. As foon as they perceive at a diftance a covey
of partridges, they unroll the banner, and approach by degrees thofe birds
till they have got within gun-fhot of them. The fowler thrufts into the
ground the ftaff of the banner, and, through an aperture made on purpofe,
he fires on the partridges, which are fo terrified, that they fquat and fuffer
themfelves to be killed, the one after the other, rather than fly away. The
greateft difficulty the fowler experiences, is to perceive them; for that pur-
pofe, he turns round them, conftantly concealed behind the banner, and as
foon as he perccives one of them, he fires at it, and goes on in the fame
manner till he has deftroyed the whole covey. This fport is practicable, as
is feen, only in cultivated plains, and oh lands not much covered with
herbage and bufhes.

The portion of land comprifed between the HELLESPONT and the Gulf
of SAros, known by the name of the Cherfonefus or peninfula of THRrACF,
is little more than from three to four leagues in its greateft breadth: it is
nearly twenty from the fouthern extremity to the long wall, MacronTICHIOS,
which feparates the peninfula from the continent, At the end of this wall,
towards the PROPONTIS, was the town of the fame name, on which ‘there

now



OTTOMAN EMPIRE. 27

now remain only a few habitations that the harbour maintains. Inland,
ftands the village of M Examrra, which has preferved the name that was given
it, on account of the diftance that there is from the one fea to the other.

The land of this peninfula is uneven, hilly, and not fo good, in general,
as that of the coaft of Asra. There are, however, afew vallies of the greateft
fertility, and fome plains tolerably produéive. The lands are chalky in fome
places : the hills and rifing grounds are all calcareous: here are to be found
fome foffil fhells, to which there are none analogous belonging to the feas of
Evrore. 1n the environs of MaiTa, is feen, at the foot of hills, a foft
fand-ftone, or a pure fand; and in the cove of Sesrtos is remarked, at up-
wards of twenty feet above the level of the fea, a tolerably thick bank of
marine conchylia, the fpecies of which all belong to the MEDITERRANEAN.
This bank formerly extended, no doubt, into Asia, for, beyond the hill
of ABYpos, the plain affords in a rather large quantity the fame (hells that

we had fecn in this bank *.

Different French, Italian, and Englith merchants, have feveral times at-
tempted to eflablith commercial houfes at the DARDANELLES; but they have
never been able to fucceed in this: they had, undoubtedly, not rcmarked
that the merchants of CoONSTANTINOPLE, preferving over them the advan-
tage of refiding in the capital, where the confumption is very confiderable,
were equally within reach of furnifhing the articles of which the towns fitu-
ated on the HELLEspoNT are in want, and of there making, with no lefs
facility than economy, the purchafe of thofe which are demanded of them.
'The Jew, Greek, and Armenian traders, through whofe hands it is ncceflary
to pafs-in every cafe, are very glad to preferve the connexions which tnev

have with the merchants of CoNSTANTINOPLE, Wwhom they confider,

* Offrea edulis, wenus chione, wenus cancellata, Solen wagina, buccinum reticulatum, cerinthium vi-
g,y &c.

E 2 belides
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befides, as better ftocked, and better enabled to make the payments which
they indicate to them.

The articles of exportation which the towns fituated on the HELLESPONT
can furnifh, are:

Two or three hundred bales of cotton of various qualities.

Two hundred quintals of coarfe fpun cotton.

A great many coarfe cotton cloths.

Three or four hundred bales of wool of inferior guality.

A great quantity of TurkEY leather or Morocco, prepared in the Dar-
DANELLEs and at GALLIPOLI.

Three or four hundred quintals of galls.

A more confiderable quantity of velanida.

Twelve or fifteen thoufand hare-fkins.

Sixty or cighty quintals of wax.

Very little madder root.

MaiTta and the DARDANELLES fend a little wine to the capital, and alfo
fell fome to the captains of the veflels that may chance to anchor in their
harbour or in thc environs. The latter find at all times, at the Darpa-
NELLES, bifcuit, ncw bread, poultry, eggs, herbage, diffcrent vegetables,
and other provifions of which they may ftand in need during their voyage.

"At the DARpPANFLLES is manufaCtured a vaft deal of coarfe potter’s
ware, the greateft part of which is fent to CoastanTinorLE. Although
its quality is very good, and the varnifh adheres well, one is furprifed to fee
on it flowers, and other ornaments, which are effaced by time, and are not
incorporated with the varnifh.

The
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The Republic of VENICE was formerly the only power that had a conful
of its nation at the DarpAnNeELLES, FraAnNCE, ENGLAND, GERMANY,
Russia, and the other maritimc powers, had there only agents of the
country, Jews or Greeks, who difchaiged the fun&ions of conful, if not
with intelligence and probity, at leaft with the greateft zcal, by means of
a barat of drogueman, which placed them under the immediate protection
of an ambaflfador, and afforded them the enjoyment of all the privileges
granted to Europeans. But within thefe few years, the French govern-
ment has here cftablithed a vicc-confulate, hoping that a national agest
would prote@ more efficacioufly the veflels which are obliged to make a ftay
here; that he would furnifh, befides, to the fhips of war that anchor at the
WiuiTe SpoTts, the affiftance of which they might be in want, and that Le
would tranfmit to thc ambaflador all the news which his fituation enables

him to gather.

Ships of war belonging to the powers in amity with the Ottoman PorTE,
enter the channcl without obftacle, and caft anchor at the Zusre Srors and
off BarpBrr’s Point; but they cannot, in any cafe, pafs the fecond caflles
without an exprefs permiffion of the fultan. Merchant-veffels may fland on
if the wind permit, and procced direétly to CoxstAxTINOPL:, OF to any
port of the ProrponTis that they may think proper; but, on their return,
they are obliged to anchor at NAGArA or at the DaArDaNEILES, In order
to be there vifited. It is gencrally the day after their arrival that this vifit
takes place: its obje@ 1is, to afcertain whether all the dutics have been paid
at the capital; whether prohibited goods have not been fhipped without
permiffion; or whether there are not on board runaway flaves or fubjelts, nct

Muflulmans, who would wifh to quit their country.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER IIL

Ezcurfion to Troas.—Defeription of that country.—Sketch of its population
and productions.—Qf the oaks which produce the gall-nut and the vela-
nida ufed in trade.

Arrer having vifited, founding as we went, almoft all the coafts of the
HerLrLespoNT, and having penetrated, in various points, into the interior
of the country, in order to afcertain its produtions, we haftened to vifit
Troas, and caft our eye over places which the genius of the Greeks and
Romans have rendered fo famous. We embarked at the DARDANELLES
on the 10oth of Pluviofe (29th of January) on board a Turkifh caique, with
a northerly wind rather frefh, and in two hours we reached the firlt caflle
of Asta. We immediately caufed our mattrcfles and our provifions to be
carried to the Greek village fituated on Cape SiceEum, wherc we hoped to
be more quict, and to find greater facility for profccuting our obfervations

far from the fufpicious looks of the Muflulmans.

We were very agreeably furprifed in vifiting Troas, with the Zlad in
one hand, and the map of Citizen LecuevaLiEer in the other, to find
the greatcflt exaltnefs in the piGures which HoMEeRr has tranfinittcd to us.
It is true, there is fcarcely any longer to be found a trace of the cities which
exifted in thefe countries: the inhabitants even have difappeared; but the
courfe of the Simois and that of thc ScAMANDER have not changed: we
perceive, on the banks of the latter, the marfhes of which HomMErR makes
mention: time has not been able to deftroy the hillocks of earth under which
repofe the afhes of the heroes whofc names have been handed down to

us;
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us; the waves of the fea have not produced any perceptible change on the
coaft: the Jands are flill fertile, and fufceptible of fupporting a great number
of inhabitants: forefts of pines and oaks ftill cover Mount Ipa, and all the
mountains which prefent themfelves to the eaft of Troas.

Some of the learned have been defirous of proving that the war of which
HomMEeRr {peaks, has not taken place; they add, that TrRoy has never ex-
ifted, and that the whole /liad is a romance. Thc obje& of our refearches,
in travelling over thefe countries, was not to know whether we ought to
confider as a {able, embellilhed with the charms of poetry, or as an hiftorical
trait confiderably altered, that long and cruel war which all the fovereigns of
GRrREECE waged againft the Trojans for a princefs carried off from her
hufband; a terrible war, in which, on both fides, a great number of war.
riors and hcroes were facrificed : a war in which all the gods of OLymrus
took a very active part. The illufion produced in our mind by the writings
of the prince of poets, was too dear to us to endeavour to deftroy it by
refle€tions perhaps judicious.

We had fo much pleafure in meafuring the extent of the camp of the
Greeks, in beholding the place of their debarkation, in following the banks
of the Simois and of the ScAMANDER, witnefles of fo many exploits; in
looking for the hill of fig-trees, the obje€t of ANDROMECA’s inquietude; in
finding again the traces of IL1oN and PErGAMUS, in contemplating thofe
heaps of earth under which repofe the afhes of the Greek and Trojan
hcroes: we had fo much pleafure, I fay, that we fhould, perhaps, at that
moment huve turned a deaf ear to him who might have wilhed to per-
fuade us that nothing in thefe places affords intereft and retraces recollettions.

But whatever opinion may be adopted refpeéting the war of Troy, and
the exiftence of that city, fince the publication of the interefling travels of
' 3. Citizen
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Citizen LECHEVALIER in TrRoAs, and the luminous applications which he
makes of the paffages of HoMeR, it is no longer allowable to doubt that
the author of the Iliad had the moft exact knowledge of a country in the
vicinity of the places which he inhabited, and that he had cven travelled
over it before he traced the plan of his poem; and, in that cafe, TROAS
and the poem prefent to the traveller all the intereft of truth.

The diftance from the DARDANELLES to the firt caftle of Asia,
Kovm-KaLEss1, is about four leagues. Thence to Cape SicEuM, on which
is built ¥Yenrrcurr-kevi, is near half a league: the ground continues rifing
in this latter fpace, and you mecet with two tombs, which are prefumed
to be thofe of AcrHiLLEs and PaATrocLus. The town, {fituated behind the
caftle, on the left bank of the Stmois, on a fandy foil perfeétly level, is not
near fo extenfive or fo populous as the DArRpaNELLES. Necither is the air
there fo wholefome, on account of the marthes which are on the oppofite
bank of the river, and whofe putrid exhalations, in fummer, are carried
over the town by the north north-eaft wind, which blows uninterruptedly
during that feafon. Thofe which arc feen in the plain, to the fouth of the
town, alfo contribute to occafion intermittent fevers, and rcmitting putrid
ones, towards the end of the fummer, when the wind returns to the fouth.
The former, anciently known by the name of Parvs-sToma, or Sroaas-
LIMNE, are fupplied by the waters of the fea; the latter are produced by
the waters of the ScAMANDER, which fpread over the low lands that

furround it.

Beyond the firft-mentioned marfhes lies a little cove, which. is thought
to be the harbour where the Greeks who came to the fiege of Troy landed:
the Turks call it KARAMLIKLIMANI.

The
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The Tuymprivs takes its fource to the north north-weft of Mount Ipa,
traverfes a fertile plain, almoft entirely cultivated, and difcharges itfelf into
the Simois, at a little diftance from the fea. If you afcend this river, whofe
direGtion is from eaft to wefl, after an hour's progrefs, you find, at fome

“diftance from the left bank, the fpot which ConsTaNTINE had firft chofen
for making the capital of the empire of the East. If you ftill proceed for
another long half hour, you fcc, on the right bank, a little village called
Harer1-keur; and quite clofe to it, towards the north-eaft, the ruins of a
temple, which is fuppofed to have been that of ArorLrLo THYMBRG:US.
At a fhort lcague further on, flill following the rivulet, you find THuMBREK-
KEUI, a village built probably on the ruins of TwymBr4, a town fituated
formerly at a little diftance from DArRDANUS, of which it was a dependency.

It was in the plain of TuYMERRA, in the environs of the temple of AroLLo,
that AcuiLLEs, according to fomc authors, was ftruck by the fatal arrow
which Paris lct fly at him: AroLro himfelf, by their account, had di-
rected the arrow, in order to avenge the death of Hrcrtor, and that of
a great number of Trojans, who had likewife perithed by the hand of

ACHILLES.

We leave to antiquaries to tell us whether the town and the plain had
received their name from favory, an odoriferous plant, called ¢/ymbra by the
Greeks, or whether that name was given to it by Darpanus, the founder
of the town in honour of THymBrros his friend: we fhall only fay that
favory grows in abundance in this plain and on all the rifing grounds in the

neighbourhood.

On quitting this village, we directed our route to the fouth, leaving on
the left the firft chain of Mount Ipa. After two hours’ journcy on foot
over an uneven, hilly foil, almoft entircly uncultivated, we arrived at another

VoL, I1. F village
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village called Arci-grur: the Simois flows a quarter of a league farther.
We met with f{cveral flocks of broad-tailed fheep: we inquired of the
fhepherds, whether there were not on the ncighbouring mountains ferocious
animals, fuch as hyzenas, ounces, wolves, and jackals, which came to attack
their flocks and carry off fome flacep: they anfwercd wus, that this happened
to them very feldom, becaufe they kept a good watch. We learnt that there
were on thefe mountains bears, wild boars, and jackals; but we necver could
make ourfelves underftood when we talked of the hyzna and the ounce,
which, in the fequel, we found common in Syria, in Eeyrrt, and in
Persia. It alfo appeared to us that there were very few wolves in thefe
countries, but a great many jackals, which are known to be an animal by
no means ferocious, and fcarccly ftronger than the fox: jackals are dangerous
to fheep and goats, only on account of thcir going in very numerous packs.

In the middle of the {pring, when the plain begins to be ftripped of its
verdure by the action of a burning fun, the fhepherds of thefe countries, as
well as thofe of the fouth of France and of Spain, go and feek in the
vallies, and on the mountains up the country, paftures which the coolnefs
and moifture there maintain in that feafon. They do not return to the
vicinity of the fea till the firft rains of autumn have revived vegetation,
which drought had rclaxed or fufpended.

The Simois takes its fource to the fouth-weft of CoryLus: it flows
nearly to the weft, traverfes a fpace of from twelve to fifteen leagues, receives
the ANDR1Us above I1NE'RK EU1, and feveral other rivulets, and difcharges
itfelf into the HELLEsPoNT, half a league to the north north-eaft of Cape
Siceum. That ftrcam is not f{ufficiently confiderable to deferve the name
of river; it is rather a torrent {welled by the rains, at the end of the autumn,
in winter, and in the {pring, or by the fudden melting of the fnow which
falls fometimes in Nivofe and in Pluvidfe, on Mount Ipa and CoryLus.

I Its
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Its bed is tolerably wide; but its waters arc feldom abundant, and in
fummer it is almoft dry, fince a pacha bas turned afide the ftream of the
ScAMANDER, and poured its waters into the ZEGEAN Ska.

The ScaAMANDER takes its rife at the extremity of the plain of Troy,
from five or fix {prings, one of which is remarkable for its waters fomewhat
lukewarm. After having traverfed a fpacc of fix or feven miles, it dif-
charges itfelf into the Simois, a league from the fea. Confined in its bed,
it experiences no perceptible variation ; its banks are enamelled with flowers
in almoft all fcafons; and, in feveral places, the lands arc fo low, and the
waters fill its bed in fuch a manner, that they fpread themfelves, and form
feveral marihes, producing rceds, rufhes, and various aquatic plants. In
the rainy feafon, the ScAMANDER is lefs confiderable than the Simois; but
it bas over it the advantage of always having nearly the fame quantity
of water, and of carrying fertility into the plain that it traverfes.

We here preferve to the Simois its name as far as the fea, though almoft
all the ancients ceafed to give it that name on its jun&ion with the
ScaMANDER; but, independently of the Simois having a larger bed, and
a flream more extenfive than the other; independently of its receiving in
winter the waters of all the mountains fituated to the eaft of Troas, the
ScaMANDER at this day has taken another courfe. Under the reign of
ABpurL-Hamip, Hassan, captain-pacha, wifthing to conftru&t feveral
mills, and to water the lands which he poflfefled towards the Cape of Trov,
caufed a canal to be dug to the weflward of the little village of ERKESSI-
XEUI, and poured into it the waters of the ScAMANDER: from that time
they have flowed into the ZBEGEAN SEa, nearly half a league to the fouth of
the Cape of Trov.

F 2 The
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The coaft is Jow and marthy at the new mouth of the ScamanDER: it
rifes imperceptibly from the Cape of Troy to the village of YrNi-kEUT;
and thence to Cape SigEuM it is fteep. You walk over an elevated lawn,
whence the eye meafures without obftacle the whole cxtent of the plain:
you perceive at the extremity the rifing ground on which flood ancient
Trov: beyond, Mount Ipa prefents itfelf in thc form of an amphithcatre,
and compofes a pitture of the greateft beauty. To thc north is {een the
HervLesvonT and the Cherfonefus of Turace; to the weft, the AceaN
Sea, and fome of its iflands. TENEDOs is to be remarked from its pyra-
midal mountain, its rifing grounds, and its plains covered with vine-plots.
The little ifland, called RasBiT [IsrLanp, has never fixed the attention of
geographers and hiftorians.  You diftinguifh imperfeétly the volcanic Ifland
of LEMNos, in which, according to fable, VuvLcan had eftablifhed his forges.
Ta the north-weft, the lofty iflands of InBros and of SarmoTHRACE appeared
to form but one, or even to be confounded with the continent.

YENITCHER-KEUI¥, built on the ruins of Srceum, flill prefents a few
veftiges of the ancient town. The curious go thither to-admire a-block of
marble eight or nine feet long, placed by the fide of the doer of a church:
it bears a Greek infcription, almoft entirely effaced, the words of which
follow each other without interruption, that is, that the firft line runs, as

among us, from left to right, and the fecond runs back from right to left, and
fo on to the end.

On the other fide of the door is feen a bas relief in marble, tolerably well
wrought: it reprefents a woman feated, to whom other women appear to

® YsNitcuer-kevi, village of the janizaries: it is at this day called Djaovu R-KEUTI;
village of the infidels, fince it is no longer occupied but by Grecks,

offer
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offer children in fwaddling-clothes: behind thefe is feen another woman,
holding a box in one hand, and a vafe in the other. M. b CHorskur,
ambafludor at CoNsTANTINOPLE, wifhing to have thefe two pieccs of marble
carried off, applied to the Por1E, and obtained permiffion for that purpofe;
but not having been able to remove the obftacles thrown in his way by the
inhabitants, he contented himfelf with caufing impreflions to be taken of the

latter.

To the north of the village, are ten or twelve windmills, which ferve as a.
land-mark to mariners: half a league to the fouth, they alfo remark the.
tomb of ANTILOCHUS, fituated on the elevated lawn of which I have already
fpoken. ANTILOCHUS, {on of the wile Nestox, perifhed at the fiege of
Trov, in withing to parry the blow that MEMNON was ftriking at his father.
A league more to the fouth, you find, towards the Cape of Tiov, the
tomb of PENELELS, one of the chiefs of the Thebans*; that of AASIETES
1s a league from the fea, to the eaft of the new mouth of the ScaMANDER.
It i1s from the elevated top of this tomb that PorLiTEs, fon of Prram,
trufling to the lightnefs of his heels, came to obferve the movements of
the Greeks, and watch the moment when they fhould advance towards
Troy. From this tomb to the city is not quite two leagues: thence it is
about three to the fhores of the HELLEsPoNT, where the Greeks were en-

camped.

Wifhing to afcend the ScAMANDER to its very fources, we.got entangled.
feveral times in marfhes, whence we had fome difficulty to extricate ourlelves:

®* Nothing proves that it i the tomb of Pexerrus. This opinion, hazarded by
CHANDLER, has been adopted by LicsrvaLier. Pen:LEus, according to fome others, was
killed by EurireLes, grandfon of Priam, who had brought fu.conr to ‘i'rox in the tenth
year of the fiege, but it appears that his déath was pofterior tv that of Acuiries, for no
mention is made of it in Homer,

2 we
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we were obliged to recede from the river, and take the road that leads to
BorNAr-pacui. We had a quarter of a league to the right, the little
village of Bosgeu1r. When we were at the extremity of the plain, we faw
the firft fource of the Scamanper iffue below the road; the E'rinros,
or the hill of wild fig-trees, was on the other fide: we thought, at firft fight,
that we perceived remains of an ancient piece of mafonry, which extended
over the hill, but we foon got the better of our miftake; what we had at firft
taken for mafonry, was nothing more than the rock itfclf, formed of a fort.
of calcareous aflemblage of flints, united by a ftony cement, reddith, and
very fubftantial.

On following the road, we faw feveral other fprings, more or lefs coprous.
‘We more particularly fought for that {poken of by Homer, whofe waters are
shot and fmoking in winter: it is the neareft to the village: it has preferved
a bafin formed by fome blocks of granite and marble : we plunged our hands
into it in Floréal, year VI, when, returning from FrancE with Citizens
FERREGEAU, PAMPELONE, and other Frenchmen, we wifhed to vifit once
more this interefting country. ‘The waters appcared to us only a little luke-
warm; but, in winter, we had found them fuch as HomEer defcribes them.
They are very limpid, have fcarcely any flavour, and form no appurent
fediment. After having watered fome gardens, and traverfed a miry foil,
where grow willows, elms, rufhes, and reeds, all thefe fprings unite in one
common bed, the breadth of which is twelve, fiftecn, or twenty feet by two
or three in depth. This is the famous ScaMANDER of which I have already
made mention.

BounaB-BACHI is fituated to the north-eaft of the luke-warm fpring, on

a ground gently floping: the population of this village does not amount to
two hundred fouls, notwithftanding the fertility of its foil, the abundance
«f its paftures, and its advantageous pofition. We haftened to afcend the
hill
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hkill where, it is to be prefumed, according to HoMERr, that ancient Troy
was built: we had already reached two tombs, fituated on a ftony foil, at
the extremity of the rifing ground, without difcovering as yet any trace of
an ancient city: we advanced on an elevated fpot, almoft perpendicular,
at the foot of which meanders the Simois. We had, before us, at a little
diftauce, the firflt chains of Mount Ipa; we beheld at our feet the Simois,
flowing between calcareous hills, in a narrow fertile valley: to the north, we
perceived the HELLEsPoNT as far as Cape Sieeum: to the weft, we dif-
covered all the plain; we followed the courfe of the two rivers; we diftin-
guifhed the tombs of AsieTrs and ANTILOCHUS; we were, in a word,
on the ground of the citadel and of Priam’s palace, and we flill looking
for the fite of Troy. After an cxa&t fearch, we difcovered a few almoft
imperceptible fragments of potter’s-ware, and fome remains of mafonry; yet
it muft be confefled that, but for the Iliad, one would not {ufpe& that this
is the place where exifted that famous city, which for ten ycars fuftained the
united efforts of all the fovereigns of GrEECE.

Citizen Lrcnevarier thinks, that it occupies all the {pace comprifed
betwcen Bounanr-sAcHT and the precipice, at the foot of which the Simois
fhapes its meandring courfc: he places the citadel on the edge of this pre-
cipice, and the Scean, or weft gates, at the village itfclf: he defignates the
uncultivated hill that lies to the fouth-weft, on which are ftill feen the wild
fig-tree and almond-tree, as well as the Er1Nrzos or hill of fig-trees, and his
proofs are inconteftable, if the ScaAMANDER had its fources at the foot of the
town, if Trov were built on the Simois, if, from its pofition, as much as
from the valour of its warriors, it may have been able to rcfift for ten
years a formidable army.

Half a league to the fouth is feen a mountain covered with wood, which

the Turks call Cara-pasc¢: beyond this mountain ftands INEkEU 1, a fmall
village
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the cup; the latter is feffile, in a flight degrec downy, and furnifhed with

fcales not very apparent *,

The galnut (/fg. @.) is hard, ligneous, and heavy: it comes at the fhoots
of the young boughs, and acquires from four to twelve lines in diameter. 1t

is generally round and covered with tubcerofities, {ome of which are pointed.

This galnut is much more cfteemed when it is gathered before its ma-
turity, that is, before the iffuing of the infeét by which it is produced.
The galls which are pierced or thofec from which the infe& has efcaped, are
of a brighter colour: thcy are not fo heavy nor fo proper as the others for

dycing,.

The Orentals take carc to gather the galls at the precife time that expe-
ricnce has proved to be the moft favourable to them: it is that in which
this excrefcence has acquired its full fize and its full weight.  Were they to
delay gathcring it, the larva which lives in thc infide would there undergo
its metamorphofis, would pierce 1t, and appear under the form of a little
winged infe@t. The gall-nut thenceforth no longer deriving from the tree
the juices neceflary for the growth of the infc&, would dry up, and lofc

part of the qualitics which render it fit for dyeing.

The agas take care that, towards the middle of Meffidor, the cultivators
vifit the hills and mountains that arc covered with oaks. 1t is their intcrefl
that the galls fhould be of a good quality, becaufe they levy a duty on them.
The firft galls picked up are laid apart: they arc known in the EasT under
the name of yerli, and diftinguifhed in trade by the terms of black galls

* Quercus infeoria fuliis ovato-oblongis; fiuuato-dentatis, glaberrimisy decidius ; Sruclibus
Silfilibus, longiffimis.
“and
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and green galls. 'Thofe which have efcaped the firft fearches, and which

are gathered a little later, called wiite galls, are of a very inferior quality.

The galls of the cnvirons of Mossour. and of TocAT, and in general
thofc which come from the caftern part of Tvuxkev, are lefs cfteemed
than thofe of the environs of Arkreo, Suyvrxa, Macynsia, Kanra-
nissAr, Diarpekir, and of all the interior of Naroria. The former
are fold at Suvrva and at Avnrrro, two or three piaftres lefs per quintal

than the othcrs.

The inhabitants almoft every where negledt to pick up the acorns; they
ferve as food for the wild boars and goats: the latter contribute greatly
to render the oak finall and flunted, Ly devouring, with its fruit, a part of

its foliage and of its young boughs.

The diplolepis which produces thefe galls (fig. ¢. ¢.) has a body of a
fawn colour, with the antcnnm dark, and the upper part of the abdomen
of a fhining brown. 1t is fometimes found under its latter form in the infide

of the galls which arc not yet picrced*.

On the fame oak are fcen a great number of other galls which the inhabi-
tants ncgle& to gather, becaufc they arc not fit for dyeing. That which
we have drawn is remarkable from its fize. It is fpongy, very light, of a
brown red, covered with a refinous coat, and furnifhed with a circular row of
tubercles placed ncarly towards the moft inflated part. It differs, as is
feen, from that of the faufin oak, and the infe& which produces it differs
from it alfo. This is a diplolepis whofe body is of a brown and fawn colous
mixed. The antennz and the fect are blackifh 4.

* Diplolepis galle tin&irie. Fncyclop. infe&. vol. vi. page 281.

+ Dirroreris galle refinofxc, brunneo teflaccogue varins, antennis pedibufque fufiis.
) ¢ 2 The
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The modern Grechs name velani*, and botanifts gquercus Zgilops4, the
oak which furnithes the vclanidal.. Tt grows on the wefiern coaft of Na-
ToL1A, 10 the iflands of the Auwcnrvniaco, in thofc of Conrru and of
Crruaroxia, and throughout all Grirer. it does not rife to the height
of our Turknty oik; its wood is noi fo cfleemed, and is fcarcely employed
but in cabinct-work. Its leaves arc of a bright green; they are a little
tomentofe on their under fide; their form is an oblong oval with fharp
tceth on their edges, terminated in a {ctaccous point.  The acorn is big,
fhort, and a little hollow at its top. The cup is {cflile, very broad, and
clofcly befct with long oblong fcales (Prare X/II1.) -

It is this cup which the Orientals, the Italians, and the Englith employ
as well as the gall-nut, in dyeing. The French merchants have them fent
fometimes to MARsk1LLES, only for the purpefe of forwarding them to
Gexoa and LEGuorN. Our dycrs have hitherto negledled to make ufe
of this fubflance.

Troas affords few vines, though the rifing grounds and hills are very fit
for that culturc; but the inhabitants arc not there accuftomed to make

wine. The grapes arc employed in making a confcflion, called petmés in

*® From Barares, acorns

+ Quercus orientalis caflanece folio, glande recondita in cupula craffa et fpuamofz. "TOURNEFORT,
coroll. 40. Voyage au Lewant, vol. i. page 334.

Pococke’s Travels, vol. 1i. tab. 86.

Chéne a groffés cupules. Lamark, Encyclop. Botanique, vol.i. page 719.—~dAng. The great
prickly-cupped oak tree.

1 ¢ Native of the LevanTt, whence the acorns are annually brought to Furore for
«¢ dyeing ; they are called welani, and the tree welanida, by the Greck:.”” Thusfays MArRTYN
(in his new edition of MiLLER’s Gard:ner’s and Botanifl’s Dictionary, article guere.:r) 3 but,
highly as we refpe@ his authority, we prefer following our Author, whofe information muft,
unqueftionably, have been derived from the natives themfelves.—Zranflator.

Turkifh,
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Turkith, of which the Orientals make a very great confumption during the
whole year: they put it into ragouts ;5 they cmploy it, in licu of fugar and
boncy, in mofl of their choice dithes; in thort they make of it, with fefamum
reduced to pafle, a fort of nozat, or almond-lihe cake, which would not be
defpifed in Evworr. I faw a great deal of it at CovsTANTINOPLY, at
the DarpavrtrLrs, and 1nmofl of the towns of Tt rkEv.  The procefs
confifls in mixing thofe two fubftances in boilers expoled to a moderate fire,
and in flirring it about without intcrruption, with a large wooden fpatula,
til the mixture be fufficiently thickened. It is poured on large flabs of
marble or fheets of coprer, and by its cooling, arc obtained cakes which are
made an inch and a Luall in thicknefs.  This nogat is fold retail, at five or

fix fous a pound.

Juring the winter, there are on the marfhes and the rivers of Troas, a
prodigious numbor of ducks, herons, fnipes, plovers, and other aquatic birds.
We there faw a great many wild fwans, fcoters, and watd-hens.  Gulls and
fea-twallo vs keep more commonly in the channel.  In Floréul, we made a
tolerably anod collection of plants and infedls: we were furprifed at the
quantity of fiuhes tnat we met with.  As the grafs was high and tufted,
we walked with {Hme precaution, fearing that thefe reptiles might be veno-
mous. It was probably the {cafon of their loves, for they were almoft al-
war: two by two. Nctwithflanding their fize, their hifiing, and their
fparkling eyes, they were not of the race of thofe of which fable reminds us.
Thefe fied at our approach, and appcearced by no mecans dilpofcd to dart at

us, and make us uadergo the fatc of LaocooN and his fons.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER 1IV.

An account of Alexandna-Troas and ils cnvirons.—Adrrival at Vinedo., —

Dejeription of that ifland.—Its productions~Manncrs of ils & habitants.

I: the city of Trov no longer affords traces of its exiflence 5 il the palace
of Pr1iaw, the citadel, the temples, and the walls of the city have been
deftroyed to its very foundations ; if the ruins of a confiderable city have
been able to difappear totally, that which, {cveral ages after, was intended
to fupply its place, although deftroyed itfclf, ftill prefints at this day the
marks of its ancient {plendour. An opinion may be forned of its eatent
from its walls, ang of its magnificence from the remains of its monuments :
the prodigious quantity of fragments of pillars, capitals, and cornices, thar

are {een fcattercd about, atteft the luxury and riches of its inhabitants.

Six leagues to the fouth of Cape Sicrum, arc found the ruins of the
city which ALExAND¥R ordered to be ereéed in memory of that of Trov,
which had long ceafed to cxift. ANxTiGONUS, one of his licutenants, to
whofc lot Asia Minor fell afier his death, laid the foundations of it, at
the famec time that he rebu’lt SMvra A, and brought back thither the inha-
bitants difperfed by the Lydians. AnTiGoNus gave his name to the city
which he founded ; but Lveimacits, who poffefled it alterwards, reltored
to it thc name of the conqucror who had firft drawn the plan of it. He
embellithed it, and gave it greatcr extent. Having paflcd under the
domination of the Romans, it becamec, under Avcusrus, onc of the hand-
fomeft cities of the East. Under Aprian, Heroves ArTICUS, governor

of
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of the free towns of Asra, conftrutted a fuperb aquedu&, a few traces of
which are ftill to be feen. Tt is probable that it was a part of the waters of
the Scava~prr which he Liad brought thither; for no others exifl in the

cnvirons, which are fufliciently abundant to fupply the wants of a great city.

1 fhall not undertake to defcribe the remains of the monuments that
A1i1xANDRIA-TrROAs prefents at the prefent day: on this {ubje&, the
rcader may confult the travellers who have preceded me, fuch as Pocockr,

WurLrLrr, CnaxNniLLr, LiCcuEVALIER, and others.

The walls of the city, thofe of the houfes, of the temples, and of the
othcr monuments, were built of a rather hard fhelly ftone.  The marble of
Paros and that of Myrvora are there pretty common, as well as various
forts of granite.  INear the harbour are flill to be fcen two large marble
pillars which the "Tvrns wifhed to fhip there: they are the remains of
thofc which the fultans have {ucceflively carried off in order to conftrut

the greater part of the mofques of ConsrTanTINOPrLE; one of them was

broken 1n the conveyance.

To the fouth of the city is a {mall rivulet of little importance, and to the
fouth-caft, ncar this rivulet, two {prings of warm mincral waters, of which
the Turks and tiic Greeks make uic without knewing their nature and almoft
always without fuccels. They are fuca to come in crowds, in the ipring,
from Te~xrpos and from Troas, in order to be purged and to bathe, the
onc with a view of preventing future cemplaints; the other, in order to
curc fome {crious diforder, or to obtuin vnly fome relicf in their infirmitics,
Thefe waters are more particularly recommended for ditorders of the fkin,

the Ieprofy, and jyphilis.

Thes
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The Fahour Lus very little extent ; it is almoft choked up; and its ¢n-
trance 15 opflrucied by the fands which the ftrcam of the waters of the Hir-
risrort and the movement of the waves of the fea infenfibly bring on the
<coall of Troas. This barbour would not at this day {uflice for the maritinwe
commerce of a town at all cenfiderable, fituated 1n fuch a mannere as o
furve as a ftaple for the ndghbouring countiies ; but at a time when Ui
commerce was limited, when merchant-veflvls were fearcely as capacious as
our larxc boats, when they were inceflantly in alivity in a climate whese
navigation 1s never {ufpended nor relaxed, it may be conceived that a finall
number of veflels might {uffice for the exportation of the furplus of a country -
town, and bring back from the neighbouring countiies all the commoditice.

ihat the wants or the luxury of its inhabitants demanded.

This harbour formed a fort of {emi-circular bafin, feparated from the fea
by a jetty: it is fheltercd from the north and north-weft winds by Cape

TouzeLik and by a range of rocks fituated befide its entrancc.

Hiftory makes no mention of the epoch in which this city was defiroyed:
it alrcady no longer cxifted when the Turks camc to eftablith themfelves
in this country; for, according to LLEuNcCLAvVIUS, before SoLimawn, fon of
Orxuan, went into the Cherfonefus of Turack and came to befiege Gav-
rirort, he walked for a long timc over the fite of Trov, contemplating
with admiration the walls partly crumbled away of that great city, the
ruins of its immenfe edifices, and that prodigious quantity of marbles and

granites which were there heaped up.

The environs of ALEXANDRIA-TRoAs prefent a fertile foil, forming a
plain, on which the velani odk grows in abundance, and without culture.
This
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This plain is feparated from that ot Tuoy by a few hills more or Iufs ele-
vated. A mountain which makes a continuation of thofe of Ina, prefents
iticlf two or three leagues to the cuft, and extends towards the fouth: thence
to Cape B:ru, the ground appcars uneven, more ar lefs fertile, towards
the fca ; mountainous and wooded up the country. But before we dire&t
our route to the fouth, let us crofs to T Nrros. and caft an eye on whi t

it affords moft curious and mofl interefiing.

On the 16th of Pluviofe [4th of February) we Lot Avexannrr’s Troy
11 a tichlith caique which we had fent for from the firft caflle of Asia;
and as the weather was vory fine and the tanperature of the air very mild,
we werc extremcly glad to tollow the coml as far as Kovm-pot nxo or Sundy
Cupe, and to land from time to time. We found nothing remarkable
throughout all this {pace: we looked m vain for fome vefliges of ancient
cities, fome traces of Larissa, which geographers place towards that cape:
nothing offered itfelf to our eyes. The coafl is low and fandy; the plain is
fortile, almoft uncultivated, and crofled by a rivulet called Svprv-sou,
{welled fometimes in winter by the rain waters: this rivulet grows wider at
its mouth, and therc forms a few marfhes. I am ignorant of the name
that it bore in antiquity. 'We fct out in the aftcrnoon from the pitch of the

cape, and, by rowing, wec arrived eatly at the harbour of T&NEDOs.

The diftance from that ifland to the neareft coaft is no more than a league
and a half*: it 1s reckoned about five from the town to the entrance of
the HeriesponT. The harbour is fmall, and can receive only merchant-
veflels: it is formed by a jetty even with the water’s edge, and a tongue
of land on which is conftrufled the citadcl that defends the entrance, and

* STraBo fixes the diftance from TENEDOs, to the neareft coaft, at cleven ftada, or'one
thoufand three hundred and feventy-five paces. We think it nearly three theufand toifec.

voL. II. H can
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can at moft fecure it againft being furprifed by a privateer. The town is
built in the form of a femi circle, in a valley, and on the declivity of two
hills : its population is from five to fix thoufand fouls, to judge of it from
its extent, and from the number of perfons who pay the karatch.

At TrEvEDOS are reckoned as many Turks as Grecks, almoft all occupied
in the culture of the lands: few among them are mariners. The greater

part of the former are attached to the duty of the citadcl.

There is a waiwode or governor, an aga commandant of the citadel,
under the orders of the waiwode, and a cadi or judge. The janizaries of
thc town, to the number of two or three hundred, are obliged to defend
the place in cafc of attack, and to perform a daily duty, from which they
have long fince cxempted themfelves. In the citadel are flill feen a few
Venetian guns without carriages, which feem to be therc only for the purpofe
of recalling to mind that this ifland belonged to that trading nation before

the arrival of the Turks in thefe countries

This. ifland, fcantily peopled and ill defended, pafled betimnes under the
Ottoman domination. During the minority of Manomer IV. the Venetians
retook it after the complete defeat of the Turkith fleet in the ftrait by Ad-
miral MockN1Go, in 1656; but, the following year, the admiral having been
killed in a fecond engagement, the Venetian fleet retired, and this ifland
again fell into the power of the Turks, who have preferved it without

interruption till the prefent day.

The town is commanded by a pyramiddl mountain of fmall elevation,
which appears to have been formed by the aétion of a volcano, the traces

of which are difcoverable on all the ground. that extends thence to the fea
in
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in the north part. In the environs is found a granite remarkable from picces
more or le(s large of felfpar cryftallized.

On going out of the town and dire¢ting your route towards th‘e wefl,
you leave this mountain to the right, and enter into a fandy plain far from
fertile, and almoft entirely covered with vines. The bills, in general, are
naked, dry, and little fufceptible of culture. Thofe which are difcovered
to the fouth of the town are calcarcous; the rock is more or lefs chalky
and loaded with fea fhells. We remarked few fruit-trecs: neither are the
Arrrro pine and the velan: oak here in greater plenty.  We killed a
tew rabbits on the hills ; but this kind of game is fcarce ; the red partridge
and the hare are met with more frequently. As for the woodcock and
the quail, thcy prefer, as we were informed, refling themfclves, during their

pafiage, on Troas or in the other iflands of the Archnirkraco.

TEexrpos produces little corn, little fruit, and little herbage ; very littl:
cotton and fefamum are there gathered. The vine is the only article of
wcalth of this country, and its culture the principal occupation of the
inhabitants : it delights in the light, fandy, and dcep lands of the plain;
it thrives extremely well too towards the foot of the hills, and in all the
places fufceptible of culturc.  The vines are planted at an equal diftance
from cach other, and more or lefs fpace is left between them, according
to the goodnefs of the foil. Two dreflings are regularly given, the one in
winter, the other in fpring: the vine is trimmed before the end of the
winter, as in our fouthern departments, and the vintage begins in the firft
days of Fru&idor: but at that period the grape is already fo ripe, fo fweet,
and fo faccharine, that fermentation would take place too flowly, were not a
certain quantity of water added. The inhabitants are accuftomed to put in
a fourth part at the moment when the grape is received into the vat. With
this method, vicious as it is, they obtain a fpirituous wine of a tolcrably

H 2 good
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gond quality. e drank fome at the houfes of a few rich private perfons,
which we thould have take:n for cxcellent Bounrpeavx wine, if we had not
been apprifed: truc it is that it was made with more care than that intended
for trade, and that it had received but a fixth part of watcr: befides, it
was old and kept in bottle. e alfo drank, at a Greck bifhop's, fome
excellent mufcadel wine red and white, which was by no means inferior to
the beft Frontignac. No water is put to the latter: the grape is ftoned ;
it is prefled, and fqueezed as cxpeditioufly as peffible, and it is left to
ferment without the lees for fome time. About the middle of the winter,
it is put into cafks or jars: 1t is then poured off’ a fecond time, and kept

in earthen pots, varnithed, which are carefully corked.

The manner of making mufcadel wine inclines us to think that it is
rather with a view of obtaining a greater quantity of wine, than with that
of haflening and promoting fermecntation, that water is added to the ex-
preffed juice of the grape. Avidity induces the greater part of the inhabi-
tants to exceed the proportions; they fometimes add too great a quantity
of water; which caufes their wine to turn four before they have found an
opportunity of felling it.

This liquor pays to the imperial trealury at the rate of two parats the
oke, which duty is levied on the vender. The farmer of this tax proceeds,
immediately after the vintage, to the houfes and ftore-houfes of private
perfons, in order to make an eftimate of the wine that they have, and fix
the quantity which they are to drink, and which they may fell. He caufes
himfelf to be paid in proportion to the fale, according to the eftimate
that has becen made, and fometimes he takes the liberty of requiring it in
advance, being almoft always certain in this matter of being fupported by
a waiwode and a cadi as unjuft as himfelf.

There
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There are annually exported from TrNepos upwards of fix hundred
thoufand okes of wine, which produce to the farmer more than 30,000
piaftres.  This wine pafles to CONSTANTINOPLE, to SMyRNaA, and into
Russia. It is preferred to the wine of Roposto and to that of the Ifland
of Tuassos, fituated near the continent, to the north-weft of TrNEDOS.
There is alfo exported a fmall quantity of brandy, which pays four parats

per oke duty.

Although the Turks poflefs vineyards, yet they do not allow themfelves
to make wine: they are equally prohibited from it by the law of the State
and the religion of the Prophet. They fell their grapes to Greek traders,
after having taken out what they wifh to keep for their wintersftock, and

put apart what they intend to make into confeclion. !

The climate of TENEDOs is ftill more temperate than that of the Dar-
paNELLrs: the cold is never fharply felt there; it fcldom freezes, and
the fummer heats are tempered by the north north-eaft wind, which blows
regularly during the day. The houfes have terraces or flat roofs inftead of
ridged ones; and. although the greater part of them are conftructed with
mafonry, there is not to be remarked in them the elegance and folidity of
thofe of Scio and of the iflands at all confiderable of the ArRcHIPELAGO,

which have belonged to the Genoefe and the Venetians.

At TenEDOs, the Greeks have not that gaiety which they are feen to
poflefs in the other. iflands: filent and melancholy in the itreets, they
fcarcely dare take a little recreation in their own- houfes: they avoid noify
pleafures which would infallibly draw on them the attention of the Turks,
and awaken all their cupidity; but when they can without danger, they
give themfelves up to a fort of extravagant joy and delirium. The coaft of

3 Troy
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Trov is frequently the theatre of their orgics or the field of their pleafures:
thither they repair on the occafion of a wedding or of a feflival, and
there, under the plane-tree or the oak, they pafs the whole day in dancing,

finging, eating, and drinking.

The Greek, under whofe roof we lodged, thought, in his capacity of
agent of the Republic, that he might, before our departure, give at his
houfc an entertainment, to which he invited the principal inhabitants of the
town. A great number of women of all ages alfo came thither.  Wine was
not fpared: the muficians were numecrous: the dancing, at firlt grave, flow,
and in meafure, was afterwards fo quick, and fo tumultuous among the men,
that the floor partly gave way; but as no one was hurt, it continucd not
the lefs, on that account, in another room, and was prolonged to a late hour
of the night. Bacchanalian fongs fucceeded amorous ditties, and finging gave

place to bawling when the party had emptied a great number of flafks.

However, the women though gay, departed not from their ufual referve:
therc reigned among them the greateft decorum: their dancing was always
grave; their fongs continued to be foft and agreeable: they mixed not with
the men, and necither participated in their ebriety nor in their delirium.
Almofl all the young ones were handfome: fome among them ftruck us by
their Beauty; they might well be compared, from their features and their

fhape, to the moft beautiful mcdels that antiquity has tranfmitted to us.

We (hould have been glad to dire our fteps to the Iflands of Lrmn~os,
ImBROS, and SaMoTHRACE; we could have wilhed to examine, in the firft,
the traces of the volcano of which hiflory and fable feem to make mention,
to fee its vaft harbours, and the produtions of its fertile tcrritory.. The
other two, which we had perceived for a long time paft, excited our curiofity.

from
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from their elevation, from the woods by which they are covered, and from
what was related to us of the Greek tribes by which they are inhabited.
But finding no veffel in the harbour of TrNEDOs for thofe iflands, and
not caring, in the middle of winter, to truft ourfelves in a caique, we
determined to take advantage of a large decked boat that was fetting fail for

MITYLENE.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER V.

Arrival at Leibos.- Defeription «f that {fend —1Iis popuiction and s

comierece.,

Wl‘. failed from Tiwrepos on the z4th of Pluvidie (12th of Febiuary)
ar cight o'clock in the morning, with a light breeze from the north, We
ranged along the coaft of Asry, and found ourlelves at noon off’ Cape
Biga, formerly the promontory ZL.rcros. Our fkipper would have allowed
us to land at the town fituated to the caft of the cape, had he not been
atraid of not arriving before night at Port Prrra.  He confented, however,

to follow for fome time Jonger the coafl which we wifhed to examine.

The town, fituated by the fea-fide, on a floping ground, has a f{mall
harbour for boats: fhips a- 1 veflels thwarted by the north wind, fometimes
anchor two or three cables’ length from the harbour till the wind changes.
On that day were lying here two veflels, the onc a. Venetian, the other a
Ragufan, which, under fhelter of the cape, had been waiting for upwards
of a fortnight, the rcturn.of the foutherly wind in order to enter the HEr 1.x-

sroNT, and proceed to CONSTANTINOPLE.

Basa appeared to us a very fimall town: it is very famous in Turkey,
for the lamife and fword blades which are there manufatured for the ufe
of the Orientals. We were told that it was peopled by as many Turks as
Giecks; its foil is tolerably good, and furnithes the fame productions as
that of TRoas.

‘ The
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The coaft, from the cape to the place where we quitted it, for a fpace
of two or three leagues, appeared to us volcanic: it is lofty, fleep, and
reddith. The interior of the country is mountainous and wooded. On re-
c~ding from the coé.ﬂ, we perceived cultivated fpots and flocks, which ftilk
announce fome inhabitants on the ruins of Assos, or in the environs of that
town.

As the fun was going down, we haftencd to arrive at Port PrTRa, in
which we caft anchor beforé dark. This harbour, or to fpeak more correétly,
this road, is fituated to the north of Luyxspos. It is open to. the north-
weft; which raifed a fwell on the water: fhips, however, anchor there in
fafety with all winds, becaufc the waves are ftopped by fome rocks that
lie at the entrance, and becaufe the coaft of Asia, the diftance of which
is only two or three leagues, does not admit of the fea being very rough in
this channel with winds from the north and north-weft.

There were on board two janizaries 40 whom we had been recommended
by a rich Turk belonging to TENEDOs. Impatient to arrive at MITYLENE,
and apprehenfive of being delayed if they continued their route* by fea,
they landed at PErTra, in the intention of croffing the ifland. I imme- -
diately feized this opportunity and propofed to accompany them. I took
with me a fervant: Citizen BRUGUIE'RE remained on board with another,
in order to have an eye to our baggage, which we could not intruft to
Greek fervants whofe probity appeared to us fufpicious, nor to mariners of
that nation with whom we were not acquainted. . |

The village of PETRA, thus named on account of a large infulated rock
of granite which lies in the middle, is fituated in a plain towards the fea-
fhore : here are but two or three hundred inhabitants Turks and Greeks,
almoft all cultivators, It is furrounded by wolcanic mountains, and it has

YOL. II. 1 a fmall
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a fmall plain which joins to that of Moriro. The Greek women of this
village wear a head-drefs extremely high, fimilar in fome degree to a mitre,

As we found no horfes at PETRA, the janizaries propofed to me to go
and fleep at MovL1vo, diftant nearly a league. This village is to the eaft of
PETRA, on a rifing ground at no great diftance from the fea: it is built on
rocks of bafaltes, precifely in the {pot formerly occupied by MeTuHvYMNA.
It is commanded by a caftle almoft in ruins, conftru@ed by the Genoefe :
here are ftill to be feen {cattered about a few difmounted or broken cannons,

The population of MoLivo may be eftimated at two or three thoufand
inhabitants, as well Turks as Greeks. Its territory is formed of a plain by no
means extenfive, very fertile, and furrounded by volcanic mountains. Its
produions confift principally in oily corn, and barley. It furnithes a little
wine and various fruits. Cotton and f{everal kitchen-garden plants are here
likewife gathered.

_ Movrivo poffeffes, as formerly, diftinguithed muficians. In order to
difpel the ennui of the janizaries, while we were waiting for fupper, there
was brought to us a young Greek named PeTrak1 TaNGROS, Who was juftly
reckoned the moft able finger and the greateft mufician of Leseos. This
young man, whom a careful education would have rendered ftill more efti-
mable, poffefled a comely perfon, an agreeable voice, a quick underftanding,
and a f{prightly difpofition. He had feveral times exercifed his talents as a
poet and mufician at the capital of the ifland, and was to repair in a few
days to SMYRNA, whence a virtuofo, whofe pupil and relation he was, had
juft fent for him. I fancied I beheld in him a defcendant of Ariown, that
famous lyric poet to whom METHYMNA had given birth within its walls,
or of that THERPANDER who improved the lyre, and fucceeded in queclling
a fedition by the melody of his finging.

3 ’ We
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We lodged at the houfe of a Muffulman who, for a flight retribution,
was in the habit of fhewing hofpitality to thofe of his religion whom chance
‘or bufinefs brought to Morivo. He prefented us for our fupper a pilau
and fome olives: a bad fopha ferved as a bed for us all : my clothes I put
over me in lieu of a coverlid, becaufe that which was offered me, appearcd
to me too much worn and too dirty. -

Our boat fet fail the next day, at the fame time that our landlord brought
us mules, which had a tolerably good appearance, and with which we had
reafon to be fatisfied. Notwithftanding the interefl and the efforts of my
two fellow-travcllers, I was not able to procure a faddle. I was under the
neceflity of contenting myfelf with a fort of pack-faddle, on which a carpet
was fpread. True it is that the people of the country travel in no other
manner: there arc none but the agas who have faddles, which they take good
care not to lend, efpecially to infidels. We returned and paffed through
PeTRrA ; we croffed feveral mountains entirely volcanic, and, after a forced
march of fix hours, arrived at a little village fituated in the plain which lics
at the head of Port Cazon1. This plain is two leagues in extent: its prin-
cipal culture confifts in comn, cotton, and olive-trees: figs, mufk and water
melons, pumpkins, and wvarious legumes, are alfo here gathered. Here are
feen feveral villages; but population is not in proportion to the fertility
and the extent of the foil fit to be put into a ftate of culture. The air is
fo unwholefome in this quarter, that, in certain years, a great number of
people die. 1 was affured that here were villages where none but lepers
wecre to be found ; in others, the face of all the inhabitants fufficiently indi-
cates that they are expofed to intermittent fevers, and remittent putrid
ones, and to all the diforders which originate in the environs of marfhes.
There are no othet than poor Greek cultivators in all thefe unhealthful
wvillages : the Turks, proprietors of lands, prefer a refidence at M1TYLENE,
Morivo, and the other places the beft fituated in-the ifland.

' 12 Port
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Port Caroxt lies in the middle of the fouthern part of LEsBos ¢ it is very
extenfive, very fafe, yet little frequented. 'There are none but veflels
thwarted by the wind, or buffcted by a ftorm, which go and anchor there :

not one enters it to take in a cargo, or unload that which the has on board.

Our dinner was foon over: we had not alighted from our mules an
hour when we remounted them. We proceeded for three hours acrofs other
volcanic mountains, after which we arrived in another plain fituated at the
head of Port YERo or Port OLivier, thus named on account of the great
number of olive-trees which are planted in the plain and on the declivity of
the mountains and hills that furround 1t. In the eaftern part of the harbour,
therc are a few calcarcous hills which have not been attacked by the fire of
volcanoes. Here is found, near the fea, a {pring of hot mineral water,
rather copious, on which the inhabitants of MiTYLENE fet a very high

value.

Thefe waters are reckoned aperitive in the country. People go and drink
them, and bathe in them, in the intention of promoting urine, and procuring
themfelves fome relief in moft chronic difeafes. 1 was told that they operate
as a flight purgative when they are takcn in a fomewhat large quantity.
I think them nitrous, to judge of them from their virtue and the little
flavour that they poflefs. Husskelw, captain-pacha, has juft built here a
bafin capable of containing ten or twelve perfons: he has at the fame time
repaired the building which is occupiecd by the Turk charged to receive all
thofe who wifh to make ufe of thefe waters.

Port OL1VIER, very well drawn by M. pE CHoOIsEUL*, is one of the
fafeft and moft fpacious harbours of the ARCHIPELAGO: it is at the eaftern

® Voyage Pittore/pne ds la Grice, pl, 43.
and
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and fouthern extremity of the ifland: it is faid to abound with fithes and
conchylia : among others arc found very good oyfters, which are carried to
Scio and SMyYrNA. [t is frequented, during the whole ycar, by boats and
veflels that come thither to load with the o1l which is made in the environs.

From the mineral waters to MITYLENE, it is nearly two leagues. 1We
croffed a volcanic mountatn, and reached the towa by a very fteep road.
But, before we arrived there, we had from the top of this mountain a prof-
pe@ which we could not tire in admiring: MiITYLENE and its territory
prefented themfelves to us; we faw diftin&ly its two harbours, as well as the
boats, the gallics, and the thips which were there at anchor ; we meafurced
the cxtent of the channel that feparates Lrssos from the continent; we
perceived the numerous iflands which lic along the coaft of Asia: farthegg
on, the main land, its high mountains covered with wood, its vallies ex-
tremely fertile, well watered, and cultivated : all this aflemblage prefented a
picture whofc beauty was heightened by the rays of the fetting fun, which
were cfcaping behind us through a fky partly covered with clouds.

Being favoured by the wind, our boat had.arrived at an early hour, and
anchored in the fouth harbour. Citizen BRucu1£'RE had caufed our baggags
to be landed, and taken a lodging in a convent of Greek monks,

The two barbours of Mi1TYLENE are feparated by a tongue of land, on
which was conftruéted by the Genoefe a citadel that the Turks have pre-
ferved. The upper or north harbour is fecured from the north-eaft wind by
a jetty, the ongin of which is carried back to ancient Grrerce. The fouth
harbour is open and faces the fouth-caft: it is a little lefs extenfive and lefs
deep than the other: there are none but the boats of the country that can
anchor in it, while the north harbour can admit fmall merchant-veflels.
Men of war, and European fhips which commerce attratts to MITYLENE,

kY anchor
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anchor in fummer off the fouth harbour; but they fcarcely expofe them.
felves there in winter, becaufe there happen fometimes, in that feafon, very
impetuous gales from the north-eaft, which might occafion their deftru&ion,
or oblige them to cut their cables and get under fail with all expedition.

There was formerly a canal of communication, between thefe two harbours,
which feparated the tongue of land that I have juft mentioned, and formed
of it an ifland, on which was built part of the town. Time has choked
up the canal, but it has not been able to deftroy the jetty which ran from
the little ifland, and fheltered the north harbour from the worft weather.

MITYLENE, fometimes called at this day CasTro or METELIN, contains
two or three thoufand Greeks, three or four thoufand Turks, and thirty or
forty Jewifh families. The citadel is fpacious, provided with cannon in tole-
rably good condition, and defended by five or fix hundred janizaries, almoft
all married and fettled. Within it are two mofques and a great number of
houfes occupied by this militia. The modern town extends in a femi-circle
along the north harbour, on a part of the ground occupied by the ancient
city. The truncated pieces of pillars employed in the edifices, the remains
of capitals, the fragments of marble and granite that are feen every where,
atteft its importance and befpeak the rank which it formerly held. Some
remains of infcriptions which travellers have tranfmitted to us are ftill vifible.
In the court of the Greek convent where we flept, isa chair of white marble,
on which may be read:

IMIOTAMONOZX
AEZBONAKTOZE
INIPOEAPIA

Seat of Pouuou, Son of LEsSBONAX.

'I“bis
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This Poramown, born at MITYLENE, was a diftinguithed rhetorician,
who lived at Rowe under the Emperor TisErus. Withing to return to
his country, and there cftablith a chair of eloquence, he obtained from
TiBERUS letters, in which it was exprefsly mentioned that whoever fhould
dare to infult Potasmon, would infult in his perfon the emperor himfelf ».

Lrsgos groaned a long time under particular tyrants, and enjoyed only
by intervals the charms of liberty. This ifland fucceffively paffad under
the domination of the Perfians, and under that of the Greeks and Ro-
mans. The crufaders eftablithed themfelves here for a moment, and the
Genoefe were mafters of it when the empire of the Easr fell into the
hands of the Turks.

While the Greeks were tearing each other to pieces for religious opinions,
as abfurd as incompsehenfible, while ambitious men were agitating the ca-
pital and the provinces in order to arrive more expeditioufly at the throne,
the Turks, on the one hand, were making themfelves mafters of the fineft
provinces of Asia and threatening CONSTANTINOPLE; two nations of
navigators, on the other, were eftablithing themfelves by degrees in the
#lands of the ArcnirELAGO, in moft of the maritime towns of the Bracxk
SkA, on the Bosprorus, and even in Ga1.aTa, onc of the fuburbs of the
capital. The feas of the LEvanT were covered with their veflels, and the
produ&@ions of the EasT no longer paffed through any hands but theirs.

LEsBos was under the domination of the Genoefe, when ManonmeT II.
ten years after the capture of CONSTANTINOPLE, cquipped a confiderable
fleet in order to make himfelf mafler of it. MiTy¥LENE, METHYMNA, and
moft of the places of this ifland had bcen well fortified : the knights of

® Hesycnivs, de wiris claris,

RuopEs
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Rruopks had had time to fend fome fuccour to the former, and the inhabi-
tants, who knew the cruelties which the Turks had committed at the
capture of ConsTANTINOPLE, were well difpofed to defend their lives.
The Ottoman forces, although very confiderable, would undoubtedly have
mifcarried againft thoufands of heroes, had the prince, named Garrirusio,
had the courage of his foldiers, and had he not given his confidence to Lvcco
GarriLusio his coufin, an ambitious and imprudent man, who thought, by
the promifc which was .made to him of it in writing, to obtain the fove-
reignty of the ifland by delivering it up to MAHOMET.

Lvucco, after having himfelf opened to the enemy one of the gates of the
town, perfuaded his weak coufin to fign a fhameful capitulation, under the
chimerical hope of being indemnified for the facrifice which he was making.
But as a reward for the treachery of the one, and for the weaknefs of the
other, ManomrTr caufed them to be cruelly put to death a fhort time
after: a terrible leflon, which traitors and cowards fhould have inceflantly
before their eyes, and by which they fhould profit for their own advantage.

LEesBos gave birth to a few great men, among whom are to be remarked
more particularly ArLczus, a lyric poet, who declaimed fo long againft ty-
ranny: Sappro, that poctefs, whom antiquity has placed among the Mufes,
and who was impelled by an unfortunate paffion to precipitate herfclf from
the promontory LeucaTes; THEeraRAsTUS, a difciple of PraTo and
ARISTOTLE, whofe eloquence was fo perfuafive, and whofe philofophy was
{o amiablc; laftly Prtracus, whom GREEcE ranks among her fages, fur-
nithes an example very rare, and which cannot be too much quoted, of a
man morc jealous of glory than power, more occupied with the happinefs
of his{ellow-citizens than with his own ; of a man, in fhort, who concetved
and executed the project of ufurping power, in order to reflore liberty to his

country. b .
1 might
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A might quotc, in more modern times, the two Barsanrossas, brothers,
Jons of a potter, who, from fimple failors, became famous pirates, and
were afterwards, in fucceffion, fovercigns of Arciers. The younger, ap-
pointed High Admiral by SoLimax 1. is more known than his brother in the
hiftory of the Ottoman Empire.

Although the ifland is expofed in winter to fudden gales of wind from
the ‘north-caft and the caft, which come from the mountains of As1ia, as
well as to the north wind which reigns over the whole ArcuIPELAGO,
the climate there is, neverthelefs, tolerably fine, and the temperature of
the air fomewhat mild. It feldom freezes in that fcafon; but, in fummer,
the heat is rather powerful on the fouth coaft, and the air is, in general,

more unwholefome there than in the other parts of the ifland.

At LEespos are rcckoned eight thoufand Greeks paying the karatch,
from the age of feven to their death, which may induce us to eftimate their
population at near twenty thoufand, including the women and the children
above that age. It is thought that there are ncarly as many Turks as
Greeks in the ifland, which contains in all forty thoufand inhabitants.
The Jews are not fufliciently numerous to be taken into the calculation.

The ifland is divided into lordl(hips; but whereas the aga of other
countries is obliged to join the land-forces when required, at LEessos, he
is fubje@ to a maritime duty, from which he almoft always finds means to
exempt himfelf by making fome pccuniary facrifices.

Through a cuftom undoubtedly very ancient, and which the author of the
J oyage littéraire de la Gréce has very properly remarked, the cldeft daughter
inherits alone, in this ifland, the property of the father and mother, to the
exclufion of the fons and the other daughters. This cuflom, which time
VOL. II. K . had
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had converted into a law, was rcfpected and religioufly followed, althougl-
every child had the power of having recourfe to a Turkifh tribunal, and of
invoking the facred rights of nature. Within a fhort time the patriarch.
of CoNsTANTINOPLE, the archbifhop and all the clergy of MiTyLENE,
have fomewhat modified this law by admitting all the daughters to the pa%ti—
tion in the following proportion. The firft born rcccives one-third of the
inheritance, the fecond has for her fhare onc-third of theportion which her
fifter has left ; the third has in likc manner a third, and fo on te the laft,
always beginning again to divide what rcmains, the third being deducted in

the order of primogeniture.

The mountains of the ifland, which I croffed, are all wooded ; the ALErPro
pine grows there in abundance and attains a confiderable fize: the flone
pine is alfo feen there, and fome ftalk-fruited oaks ; the arbutus, the andrachne, .
the lentifk, the turpentine-trce, the myrtle, the agnus caftus, a few legumi-
nous fhrubs, and f{everal rock-rofes, among which I diftinguifhed that which
yields the ladanum, are there fcattered in great quantities. The velani oak
is more common on the rifing grounds and in the plains than on the moun-
tains. The.elm grows in the low and watered places, and the plane-trec is
{carcely to be met with but on the brinks of the rivulets and torrents.
The inhabitants, by mecans of fire, draw from thc pine a tolerably large
quantity .of pitch, for the ufe of the dock-yard eftablifhed near the fouth har-
bour, or for the careening of the veflels and boats which come to MiTYLENE
for that purpofe. It is from the coaft of Asia that the beft timber for
fhip-building is obtained. It is there in great plenty ; but as it is trouble-
fome and expenfive to be procured, the Turks confine themfelves to that -
which grows at no great diftance from the fea.

The, quantity of oil which is exported from this ifland in ordinary feafons
is eftimated at upwards of fifty thoufand quintals. Almoft the whole of it is
' fent
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fent to ConstaNTINOPLE. The French formerly drew hence a great deal,
and had a vice-conful eftablifhed at, MiTYrLkENE: the government has
abolithed thc vice-confulate fince the merchants have confined themfelves
to the oils of CAxpia and of the MorgaA, which they find cheaper than

thofc of LEseoOs.

This oil is, in general, but of an indifferent quality, becaufe the inhabi-
tants not having a fufficiency of mills are obliged to gather thcir olives
flowly. Thofe which fall from the tree, and remain fome time on the ground,
{poil more or le(s quickly, according as the weather is more or lefs damp
and rainy : befides, they are accuftomed, before they fend olives to the mill,
to keep them heaped up in places by no means f{pacious, and to throw cver
them a quantity of marine falt, with a view of preventing their fermen-

tation, and keeping them, as long as pofiible, from decay.

ITarLy draws from MiTvLENE eight thoufand quintals of velanida, a
part of which comes from the coaft of Asia. Dried figs are an article of

cxportation of little importance, as well as wool.

Cotton, fcfamum, filk, honey, wax, and different fpecies of grain, are
gathered in a finall quantity; but the laft are not fufficient for the wants of
the inhabitants, who draw a great deal of wheat and barlcy from the coaft
of Asia. They allo import oxen, horfes, and mules, for agriculture and
draught, as well as part of the fheep that are killed at the flaughter-houfes.

Wine is fcarce at the prefent day, becaufe a great part of the grapes is
employed by the Turks in making confection, and becaufe the Grecks are
accuftomed to convert the other into brandy. In order to procure fome, we
were, under the neccflity of applying to the caloyers and to the richeft Grecks,

and that which was brought to us fuflaincd very ill the reputation that the
K 2 wine
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wine of LEsBos formerly enjoyed: it was fweet and ill flavoured, as are, in
general, all the wines of the ARcHIPELAGO.

There are no rivers in LEsBos: a few torrents, by no mecans extenfive,
receive in winter the fuperabundant rain-waters, and carry them to the fea;,
but there are a great number of {prings whofe water, very good for drinking,
is fufficiently confiderable for watering part of the plains, and, by that means,
procuring to the inhabitants, legumes, herbage, and fruits.

CHAPTER
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CHAPTER VI

Arrival at Scio.—Dcfeription of the ifland.—Manners and indufiry of the
inhabitants.—Privilegcs.—dntiquities.—~Natural hiffory.— Productions

and commerce.

Ox the 28th of Pluvisfe (16th of February) the wind being faint at ecaft-
north-eaft, the weather very fine, and the fea almoft fmooth, wec embarkcd
about feven o’clock in the morning in a large decked boat, which was getting
under fail for Sc1o. 'We foon doubled Cape AfaLx4, or Cape SaNTa Mania:
we pafled at a little diftance from Port Orivier, and already faw very dif-
ftin&ly the Ifland of Scro, when the wind died away by degrees, and left us
becalmed : but it foon {prang up again, and blew from the fouth-eaft without
interruption all the reft- of the day. We hugged the wind as clofely as
poffible ; we alfo made ufe of our oars; but, notwithflanding our efforts, we
could not reach the SparLmAapor1 Ilands, fo that we found ourfelves at
fun-fct.to the northward of the Ifland of Scro. The night was calm: we
followed the coaft by means of ‘our-oars; and, on the 29th (17th of February)
at fun-rife, we entered the harbour, fituated in the middle of the eaft coaft.

The harbour of Scio, whofe entrance is indicated by two light-houfes, 1s
clofed towards the fouth-eaft by a jetty almoft even with the water’s edge.
Sufficiently fpacious formerly for the trade of the ifland, and of all the Ar-
CHIPELAGO, it is daily becoming choked up, without the Turks being at
the fmalleft expenfe to remove the obftruétions and keep it in order.

The
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The citadel, built by the Genoefe, commands the harbour; an efplanade,
fomewhat extenfive, feparates it from the town, and a ditch dug all round is
intended to receive the waters of the fea in cafe of fiege. The fortifications
are regular, although ancient: they are fallen into ruins in feveral places, and
the guns are at this day almoft without carriages, with the exception of the
battery which defends the entrance of the harbour. The infide of the citadel
is full of houfes, capable of lodging with eafe the feven or eight hundred
janizaries who conftitute the whole ftrength of the ifland; but they are partly
in ruins, and the Turks, as is well known, have much more inclination to
pull down than to fet up.

The town is large and well built; the ftreets are ftraight, paved, and
tolerably clean; the houfes are high, all in mafonry, the greater part of
hewn ftone: fandftone, or calcareous ftone, is made ufe of indifcriminately.
From a few diftriéts of the ifland is procured a hard, reddifh fandftone, with
a very fine grain, which is employed with advantage for the jams of the doors
and windows, for paving the ground-floor, and for building the fagades of
the churches. It is, no doubt, this ftone which was anciently diftinguithed
by the name of jafper, and of which STraBO, PLINY, and Cicrro have

{poken.

It is the cuftom at Scro to maxe, in the centre of the houfes, a fpacious
apartment, very lofty, which the inhabitants ufc in fummer during the heat
of the day. They breathe a pure air, evening and morning, on the terrace
or flat roof of the houfes, and at the fame time they enjoy the profpect of the
country and of the fea.

Sc1o, as to its extent, is fomewhat lcfs confiderable than Lrspos. Its
length from north to fouth is about fifty miles: its breadth varies greatly,

on account of the windings which the coaft prefents: it is nearly twelve miles
2 towards
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towards the fouth part, and fifteen towards the north part. It is feparated
from Asia by a channel, whofe width is at leaft cight or nine miles.

The town is commanded, to the weft and to the north, by fchiftofe, gra-
pitical hiils, rather arid, but, neverthelefs, fufceptible of culture. To the
north-weft of thefc hills are feen nothing but calcareous mountains, almoft
naked, which fcarcely leave between them a few {paces, that the rural induftry
of the inhabitants can turn to account. To the fouth of the town, the
eye extends with more pleafure over a plain two leagues in extent, extremely
fertile, covered with beautiful country houfes, and adorned with gardens
more or lefs {pacious, in which are cultivated all the fruits of Eurork,
and motit of its legumes.

The orange-trec, the common lemon-tree, the fweet Seville orange-tree
and the cédrat or bergamot citron-trce*, are there fcattered with profufion
and crowded together without order. The fig-tree, the pomegranate-tree,
and the plum-tree, arc in rather lefs plenty. The peach-tree, the apricot-
tree, the almond-tree, and the black mulberry-tree, are alfo to be met with.
The rofe-trec is cultivated every where in good lands, as well as in thofe of
an indifferent quality. The folanum melongena, the hibifcus efculentus, the
mufk-meclon, thc cucumber, and the water-melon, occupy the {paces which
are not planted.

Thefe gardens are watered by a few {prings, which flow from the neigh-
bouring mountains, or by wells from which the water is raifed by means of a

* Cédrat, cédra, or citromnier-bergamote. ‘Thisis a variety of the citrus medica of Linnmus.
Itis the corrus mella-rofa of Lamarck. The cédrar is diftinguithed from the common citron-
tree by its leaf, which has the odour of the rofe; by its fruit, which is red; and by the piftil
of its flower, which is fhort. From the rind of the fruit of this tree, the perfume called
bergamot is extraled.—Tranflator.

wheel
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wheel and two ropes, to which are adapted earthen pots placed the one after
the other. °

Beyond this plain, and in all the fouth part of the ifland, the lands are
almoft every wherc fufceptible of culture, although they are, in gencral, of
middling quality. The ground is lefs elevated, lefs uneven, than in the

north part, and the population is there more confiderable.

According to the regifters of the government, the ‘population of Scio
is to be cftimated at one hundred and ten -thoufand inhabitants. In the
capital are rcckoned thirty thoufand; namely: three thoufand five hundred
Turks, one thoufand five hundred Greek Roman catholics, and twenty-five -
thoufand Greek fchifmatics : about onc hundred Jews may be added to this
calculation. There are fixty-eight villages in the ifland, all inhabited by
Greeks.  The villages which furnifh maflic, to the number of twenty-four,
are the moft populous and the moft rich: Prrcni, fituated to theeweft, is
the largeft of all. Ninita, Caramori, and Carrmaria, towards.the fouth,
arc, next to it, the moft confiderable of the ifland. FoLrisso, fituated on
the fea-fhore, oppofitc to PsEra, is remarkable for the rude and almoft
favage air of its inhabitants. However, all the villages, whatever may be
their extent and fituation, are tolerably well built, and have almoft all an

enclofure capable of fecuring them from a coup de main from a corfair.

The legiflator who may wifh to obferve the influence of inftitutions and
of laws on the morals, charater, and induftry of man, ought principally to
turn his eye towards a people who, living under the fame fky, on the fame
foil, profefling the fame religion, differ, neverthelefs, from themfelves to
fuch a degree that they appear incognizable. After having croffed a little
arm of the fea, 1 though.t myfelf tranfported into another region, into an-

other climate: I had feen the Greek bent under the yoke of the moft {rightful
defpotifm ;
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defpotifm: he was deceitful, rude, timid, ignorant', fuperftitious, and poor*® :
here he enjoys a fhadow of liberty; he is honeft, civil, bold, finduftrious,
witty, intelligent, and rich. Here I no longer find that mixture of pride
and meannefs which characterizes the Greeks of CONSTANTINOPLE, and of
a great part of the LevaxT; that timidity, that cowardice, which is occa-
fioned by perpetual fear, that bigotry which prevents no crime. What dii-
tinguifhes the inhabitants of Scio from the other Greeks, is a decided in-
clination towards commerce, a warm tafte for the arts, a keen defire for
caterprife ; it is a fprightly, pleafant, epigrammatic wit; it is fometimes a
fort of mad and burlefque gaiety, which has given rife to the following pro-
verb: It is as uncommon lo find a grcen horfe, as a prudent Sciot.”

Howeéver true may be the overftrained meaning of this proverb, in regard
to a few inhabitants of Scro, there are a greater number who know how to
combine the moft circumfpet prudence with the mo#t lively and moft
amiable fprightlinefs. No other town in the LrvanT prefents fo great a
mafs of information; ne other contains fo many men exempt from prejudices,
full of good fenfe and reafon, and bleffed with a head better organized. )

‘Some among them may, neverthelefs, be reproached with a ridiculous
pride, a mifplaced fanaticiim. We have feen fools find the gratification of
their vanity in a rich portfolio, a fine houfe, or a numerous fet of fervants.
The ignorant man, who had no perfonal titles to difplay in focicty, thought
to be quit towards it in recalling to mind thofe of his anceftors. The
firuggle which exifts between the two churches, has frequently given rife to
fcandalous fcenes, of which the Turks alone have taken advantage; and the
influence of the priefthood is, perhaps, too great in a country that withes to
apply itfelf to agriculture and commerce.

* There are fome exceptions to be made in the ¢apital.

.VOL. 1I. L Notwithftanding
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Notwithftanding their grotefque drefs, (See Prare .X.) thc women are
more amiable than thofc of the capital, . becaufe they are more courteous,
more gay, more lively, and more witty. They are feen with tolerable freedom
at their own home in prefence of their relations, and they enjoy, more than
cifewhere, a liberty which they feldom abufe. They fpend, in all feafone,
part of the day in finging and working, playing-or amufing themfclves before
their houfes: they make up to paflengers, frequently fpcak to them firft,
without knowing them; aim at them a jeft or an epigram, if the latter dif-
pleafe; pay them a delicate, witty compliment, if they have an agrecable
manner, a prepoffefling countenance. If you anfwer them in the fame tone,
the converfation begins aloud: you exert all your wit and gentility, you
laugh, and you part from each other pleafed and gratified.

If you go to the efplanade, into the gardens, and round the town, you
will meet, on Sundays and holidays, groups of young damfels, who ftop you
very frequently, play you a thoufand pranks, atk you for money, offer you
flowers and comfits: you may in like manner addrefs yourfelf to them firft,
and begin with them by fome pleafantry.

But in this country every.thing pafles in converfation with the girls; and
the married women are much more referved than one would fuppofe at the
firft accefs. It is not that Scio does not refemble almoft all the towns of
Evurork, and that amorous intrigues do not frequently occur; but fcandal,
at leaft, is rare: public proftitutes conceal themfelves, and decorum reigns.
every where.

Though circumfpet in regard to the Turks whom they meet, the women
of Scro do not addrefs themfelves to them, nor do they anfwer their quef-
ftions: they know that they would expofe themfelves to fome brutality
on their part, or at leaft to fome indecent converfation. But they preferve

in
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in their prefence that free air, that confident look, which is not to be feen
even in the women of the capital.

Whether eafy circumftances and gaiety, under a beautiful ky, alike concur
to give to women agreeable forms, regular features, foft and flightly ani-
mated colours; or whether the Greek women have iefs degenerated here thaa
elfewhere from their ancient beauty, it is certain that therc are not to bc
found, in any other country of the LEvanT, fo many beautiful women as
at Sc1o, and, neverthelefs, fubjugated by a bad tafte; they make too great
a ufe of red, white, and black, which, very far from adding to their charms,
caufe that foftnefs to difappear, conceal that delicate complexion, deftroy
that bloom, which every where render women fo agreeable and fo captivating.

Here they frequent the baths much more feldom than the Greek women of
Smye~NA and CONSTANTINOPLE, and this, perhaps, is the reafon why their
beauty lafts longer. They attribute the whitenefs of their teeth to the almoft
continual and gencral cuftom of having maftic inceflantly in their mouth;
but, perhaps, they owe this advantage {till more to the diflike that they have
to (moking, in which the others find an inexpreffible pleafure.

Economical and temperate in their family, the richeft, as well as the
pooreft, fhew an exceffive love of gain. Thofe lefs gifted by fortune employ
themfelves in making ftockings, caps, and purfes, which they fell to paflen-
gers, or carry to their dealers. The rich women embreider handkerchiefs and
all the linen in ufe among the Orientals; feveral have a frame in their own
houfe, and work at fome fort of filk or cotton ftuff. Sweetmeats, conferves
of rofes and orange-flowers, firups of lemon and bergamot-citron, occupy a
great number of women of all ages and of all conditions. 1t is generally in
the country that they breed the filk-worm and {pia cotton.

L2 Thofe
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Thofe who apply themfelves more particularly to embroidery, give to- the
filks which they employ the colours that they with. They obtain, among
others, a gold yellow colour with the branches of the celtis oricutalis *, or
the Jeaves of the henné or Egyptian privet; abright yellow with the flowers of
broom, and the ftems of the filvery-leaved daphne or tartonraira. The roots
of the apple-tree yield them a pale rofe colour. The wood of the quince-tree
furnifhes a very bright fleth colour. They draw from the branches of the
peach-tree a bright green, and from the lcaves a deep one.

They cut the ligneous fubftances into little bits, fteep them in water for
two days,. boil them the third day till the liquor is reduccd to one half: they
ftrain it through a cloth, add a little alum, and fet it again over the fire:
As foon as the water boils, they fteep their filk for a longer or fhorter time,
according as they wifh to obtain a colour more or lefs deep.

The red peelings of onions yield them a:tolerably bright orange colour
yellow : theyfet them to foak in water for four or five days, and boil thenr
with a little alum: they add a {poonful of cochincal, or of kermes, when
they wifh to obtain a beautiful red.

The rind of the walnut, while green, which is taken off when they pickle
that fruit, affords them a green more or-lefs deep.

They alfo make ufe of the galnut, of the cup of the velani oak, of madder-
root, and of all the colouring fubftances employed in EuROPE.

In no ifland of the ARCH1PELAGO, nor in any-country of TurgEy, did:
we fee lands fo well cultivated, commerce fo a&tive, and induftry fo great, as.\

® 4»g. Oricntal nettle-tree.—7.
at
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at Scro. Grounds the moft arid, and moft ftony, improve by degrees un-
der the hand of the Sciot, and become fit to receive fome fecds or fome ufeful
trees. There is no kind of traffic to which he is a ftranger, no hazardous
enterprife that he does not attempt. Here no one is idle: he who is not a.
pricft, is moft certainly a merchant, manufaéturer, artifan, mariner, or cul-

tivator..

If agriculture and ‘induftry fcarcely leave any thing to be withed for in thisg
ifland, it 1s becaufe there is no part of the Ottoman Empire that cnjoys more
effeGtual prote&tion, or is more favoured by the government. Here, through
a concurrence of fortunate circumftances, private intereft is in unifon with
public intereft. As the appanage of a fultana, the ifland is under her im-
mediate prote&tion. A naib here adminifters juftice for the molla of Cox-
sTANTINOPLE: the latter has an intereft in watching over his fubftitute,
and in caufing him to be recalled, if the complaints made againft him prove.
well founded. The fultan has granted privileges to the moft populous part
of the ifland, to all the villages whof¢ inhabitants cultivate the maftic def~
tined for his feraglio: he has withdrawn them from ‘the rod -of the mutfelim,.
and granted them an aga, who particularly farms that valuable commodity.
The town likewife enjoys a great number of privileges, of which I fhall {peak
farther on. Laflly, the governor, who at the fame time farms the cuftom-
houfe duties and taxes, applies himfelf to make the moft .of the one, by the.
prote&tion and the accommodation which he grants to the merchants and
cultivators; he does not indulge himfelf with regard to others in perfecutions,
and ruinous exaions, which too frequently overfct the fortune of the tri-
butary fubjets in the other towns. Here the poor man as well as the rich
one, the cultivator as well as the merchant, the villager as well as the inha-
bitant of the town, are all alike prote&ted, ali may alike prefer their com-
plaints, all may demand and obtain the removal of a man who fhould
abufe too much the authority intrufted to him. .

The
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The cuftom-houfe duty is regulated at five per cent. as well in regard to
the Greeks as to the Muflulmans; and from the eftimate which is made of
the cloths manufattured in the country, it follows that they {carcely pay three
per cent. on being exported.

As for the taxes, their affefiment is made, for the inhabitants of the town,
by the general primates or chiefs of the diftri&; the yeronda, or particular
primate of each village, fixes thofe of .the cultivators of his canton. The
firlt of thefe taxes is laid on property and induftry; it ought to be levied at
the rate of one piaftre on five hundred of income, if the canons of fultan
SELim were followed: but the long ftay at Scio of fome officers of the
PortE, that of the troops of Asia, ef the Turkifh and BArBARY fquadrons,
and a thoufand other occafions of expenfe at the charge of the inhabitants,
have from time to time furnifhed a pretext for increafing this tax, and for
carrying it to four piaftres.

The ifland is, ‘befides, fubje& as well as thofe of the ArRcHIPELAGO, to
the duty which.the captain-pacha annually levies on them. Scio formerly
paid twenty-four purfes: at this day it pays forty-cight *.

All the ftuffs manufactured in the ifland are, before they are fent out of it,
fubje& to a mark or feal affixed by the mutfelim, under penalty of confifca-
tion and fine: they pay the value of fix afpres+ per pique}, when they are
wrought in gold or in filver: plain filk ftuffs pay only two afpres: calicoes,
dimities, and other cotton claths, pay much lefs.

* A purfe contains 500 piaftres: at the prefent day, it may be valued, at nearly 1000
livres, (circa. 411. flerling.)

4+ The afpre is the third of a parat. The parat is worth ncarly five centimes.

3 The pique is 2 meafure of from twenty-five to twenty-fix inches.

3 The
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The karatch, or capitation, to which non-Muffulmans are fubject
throughout the whole empire, was, after the conqueft of the ifland, com-
pounded for the villages, and fixed in proportion to their population and the
-extent of their territory. This tax has not varied fince that time, although
the population of {ome villages has increafed, and, in fome others, has con-
fiderably diminifhed. Thofe which furnith maftic, pay the karatch with that
commodity.

In the town, all males, from thé age of puberty, and through abufe from
ten to twelve years old, are infcribed on a regifter, and divided into three
claffes. Thofe of the firft pay eleven piaftres; thofe of the fecond five and
a half; and thofc of the third two piafires and three-fourths. Women are
exempt from this tax, and cannot be profecuted for their hufband or their
children when abfent. It may eafily be conceived that the avidity of the
colle@ors of the karatch would make them confound, pretty often, all thofe
fubic@ to contribution, and induce them to increafc, as much as they could,
the firft and fecond clafles, if the primates had not the right of caufing
the complaints of the opprefled to be heard, and of requiring imperioufly-
that juftice (bould be adminiftered.

Independently of thefe legitimate duties, which the governor is authorized
to levy in his quality of mubaffil or farmer, he levies, as mutfelim, arbitrary
and illegal taxes, the produce of which, confidered feparately, is by no means
burdenfome to the inhabitants, but the total eftimate of which forms a
tolerably large fum. Thefe taxes, which are the perquifites of his place, fall
on moft catables, and particularly on butcher’s meat, the price of which is
always exorbitant at Scro, under the pretext that the contra&ors are obliged
to fend to the coaft of Asia for the fheep which are there fold. No one
doubts that this exclufive privilege of fupplying the thambles with fheep is
’ dearly
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dearly purchafed of the mutfelim, and that the naib and janazary-aga caufe
themfclves to be paid for their filence in this refpe&.

Private individuals, who obtain from the mutfelim places, -commiffions,
exclufive permiffions, and {mall farms, alfe pay him every year a retribution
more or lefs great, according to their importance, and according te the com-
petition which never fails to take place.

The foubachi, chief of the patrol, to whom the police of the town and
of the country is intrufted (with”the exception of the villages where maftic
is gathered) finds a thoufand opportunities of -hamafling and f{queezing the
unfortunate perfons who are off their guard for a moment. Eftablithed in
order to be the fcourge of proftitutes, he regifters their name, taxes them,
and becomes thcir protector. All the taverns alfo pay him a tax, of which
he gives an account to the mutfekm. Quarrels, broils, law-fuits, faults of
the moft trifling nature, are o many opportunities which the rapacity of
the foubachi fuffers .not to efcape: innocent and guilty, are all crowded into
the prifons of his mafter, and are nat releafed till after they have juftified
themfelves, or have procured their liberation by dint of moncy.

Throughout the Ottoman Empire pecuniary fines are an inexhauftiblc
minc in the hands of an able governor, not over-burdened with delicacy;
but here he fears, with reafon, the complaints of the chief perfons of the
diftri&, and the refentment of the fultana proteétrefs of the ifland. More
than once, mutfelims have been known to be recalled and punifhed on the
complaint of the primates. Thefe examples, far from frequent no doubt,
are neverthelefs fufficient for them all to be cautious, and not to exceed
too much the limits of their duties.

Almoft
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Almoft all the lands of the Ottoman Empire, as I have clfewhere faid,
are burdened with an annual rent to the agas or lords: thofe of Scro,
through a fpecial favour of SoL13rax I. have preferved almoft all the privileges
which they enjoyed under the domination of the Genoefc. The inhabitants
of the villages which furnifh maftic acknowledge for chief no other than the
aga who farms that production: cxempt from contributing their labour gra-
tuitoufly on public occafions, they are obliged only to convey the maflic
to the town, and furnith horfes and beafts of burden to this aga, when
he travels about the villages in order to collet it.

We had an opportunity of fecing the aga in his tour: preceded by military
mufic, followed by f{cveral tchocadars, and furrounded by a great number
of villagers eager to attend him, we fhould much rather have taken him for
a military commander than a fimple farmer of taxes, had we not been
previoufly informed. As perfons travelling in the fervice of the Republic,
he reccived us with much attention, made us a prefent of a few pounds of
the fineft maftic that he had, and gave us letters for the head men of the
villages whither we were going. Wc obtained every where, by means of
thefe letters, convenient lodgings, the food that we afked for, and the horfes
that we wanted.

One of the nobleft privileges of the Sciots, that which ferves as a dam
againft the torrent of the judicial injuftice of the Turks, is to have notaries
of their religion, whofc as, in the Greek diale, are refpected by the
Ottomans, and received at their tribunal as authentic documents. The
Roman catholics have one who affumes the title of apoftolical notary. The
Greeks, infinitely more numerous, have feveral,

Next to this privilege, the greateft of all, is that of nominating among
them five primates, whofc fun@ions confift in defending with firmnefs the
VoL. 11, M . validity
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validity of thefe acts, in examining and judging all the litigious affairs of
the ifland, as to civil matters, which concern them. Criminal matters are
not within the competency of thefe primates: however, as the redrefs of
public grievances belongs to them, they receive the declarations of the plain-
tiffs, accufe the delinquent to the government, and profecute his trial at the
Turkifh tribunal.

The aflefiment and colle@ion of the taxes are committed to their care:
they pour their amount into the coffer of the muhaffil, without any other
dedu&ion than the fees of the colleCtors. They are appointed for a year
only, by the majority of votés, in a general aflembly conveked for that pur-
pofe. Three of thefe primates are taken from among the Greeks, and two
from among the Roman catholics.

At the fame time are appointed the protomaflofi, a fort of conful-judges,
whofe functions confift in taking cognizance of all litigious affairs relative
to purchafes and fales, manufa&ures, and, in general, every thing that relates
to the commerce of the ifland, both interior and exterior. They prevent
illegal a&s and {muggling; they deal roughly with thofe who, in order to
fave the duty, have not caufed the governor’s feal to be put to the ftuffs and
linens which they wifh to fend abroad. In all cafes their fentence is to be
carried into execution without appeal: but in the latter, the muhaffil re-
quires from the delinquent, befides the confifcation of the picce not marked,
a fum of money proportioned to the value of the goods on which he wifhed
to evade the duty. \

This municipal jurifdi&ion, very much refpected by the Turks, is com-

pofed of three Greeks and one Roman catholic: it is annual, more frequently
)

biennial, and is never intrufted to any but merchants, who join to a know-

ledge of commerce an unequivocal reputation for probity.
‘The
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. The inhabitunts of Scro have likewile the privilege of ele&ing every
year two intendants of hcalth, whofe number they increafe in cafe of the
plague. Thdir power extends in this refpe&t over all who inhabit or land
on the ifland, with the cxception of the Turks and Franks. They are
allowed to prohibit a pefliferous village from all eommunication with the
town, at the {ame time furnifhing it, neverthelefs, with all the affiftance
which bumanity claims in fimilar cafes. But, woe be to the cultivator,
who, through the alurement of gain, or any othcr motive, fhould pafs the
limits which the intereft of all has traced! He would be apprchended, and
fubjeced to a cruel baflinado.

Thefe intendants allow not a fufpeted boat to cnter the harbour; they
oblige her to remain in the road, inform®themfelves frequently of the health
of the crew; and if there be any failor attacked by the plague, they caufe
him to be convcyed to the lazaretto. One of them precedes him, armed
with a flick, always ready to firike whoever fhould not get out of the way

at the word alarga, pronounced with a ftrong voice.

The lazaretto, which we vifited at a time when there was no uneafinefs
felt re{pe@ing the plague, is contained in a vaft enclofure, towards the fea,
to the north of the town. The cntrance to it is by a road fhaded by an
arbour, and paved with flones varioufly coloured. It confifts of feveral
piles of building feparated from each other, intended, fome for the ﬁck,

and others for the convalefcents.

When the plague is in the town, the inttndants alternately go their
round; they ftation guards at the infefted houfes, in order to prevent all
communication: they place about the fick, in a condition to pay the ex-
penfe, people capable of taking care of them ; and if the peftiferous perfon
be poor, and deftitute of affiftance, they caufe him to be taken to the

' M2 lazaretto,



TRAVELS IN THE

the effects belonging to him, fufceptible of being fumi-
ed.

Mhitanding the precautions which the Greeks and even the native

rtake to fecure themfelves from this diforder, the great accefs of

fkith ftrangers which cannot be oppofed, the frequent arrival of fhips of

waiy and perhaps too the negligence which occurs in examining the boats

that are daily bringing eatables from Asia, with which the ifland cannot

difpenfe, are fo many caufes that tend fometimes to introduce the plague

among them. That of 1788, which in a little time carried off fourteen

thoufand perfons, will long be quoted as one of the moft calamitous epochs
in the hiftory of this country. '

Thefe intendants have alfo the infpe&ion of the hofpital of lepers, fitu-
ated in 2 narrow valley, at fome diftance to the north north-weft of the
town. Each patient has a very fmall lodging and a very little garden which
he is at liberty to cultivate. I faw with regret that, in the LEvANT, all
lepers were confidered as incurable, and that, in confequence, there was not
adminiftered to any the affiftance capable,- perhaps, of effeting a cure,
I invite European phyficians who may be able to make fome ftay at Scro, to
occupy themfelves with this interefling objet. They will find in the in-
tendants, in the primates, and in the notables of the town, every accommo-
dation that they can want for the obfervations which they may with to
make, and the experiments which they may be inclined to try.

Muffulman toleration, which leaves the Sciots the liberty of having a
police, tribunals, and particular judges, is ftill more indulgent in regard to
their religion. The Greeks, infinitely more numerous, more rich, and more
powerful than the Latins, poffefs about feven hundred churches in the ifland,
a calculation which will, no doubt, appear exaggerated, but the exactnefs

' ' .of
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of which was warranted to me by the beft-informed perfons of Scro. Per-
fecuted by their adverfarics, the weak Latins have no more than four at the
prefent day, a fingle one in the town, and three in the country. The num-
ber of pricfts, as may well be imagined, is proportionate to this aftonithing
number of churches. It is extremely curious to fee them difplay; in the
midft of the fanatic Muffulmians, all the pomp of the Greek and Roman
religious ceremonies. Their proceffions and interments attra¢t an innume-
rable train; the priefts in their furplices, the papas in their ftoles, traverfe
the ftreets of the town, preceded by a long crofs, followed by a great
number of faithful with a wax-taper in their hand. The ftern Muflulman
fees them pafs without murmuring, provided they pay homage to the
mofques, provided they interrupt their finging at the fight of that vene-
rable place, that they detach the crofs from its ftaff, and hold it humbly

lowered.

The privilege of having bells to their churches is granted only to the in-
habitants of the maftic villages: they ferve for calling them to prayers, to
mafs, to work, to the gathcring of the maftic, to the parochial £flemblies;
they are likewife intended for giving the alarm in cafe of attack or fire.

Independeritly of the Latin churches of which I have fpoken, there are
three convents of friars under the protection of FRaANcE. The capuchins
confider themfelves as proprietors of the confular houfe, which makes a part
of their convent. The monks had decamped a long time before our arrival
at Scro, and the chapel was abandoned fince the conful no longer paid
for the fervice that was performed there before. -

The hiftory of Sc1o is loft in the obfcurity of time, and is confounded
with the errors of fable. At firft under the rod of kings, next undcr re-

publican agitation, then under the odious tyranny of factions, alternately
independent
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iadependent and fubje@ed, never perhaps free and happy, the inhabitants
of Scio have pafltd fucceffively under the domination of the Perfians, under
that of the Greeks, and under that of the Romans. The Venetians at-
tempted to eftablilh themfelves there when the Europeans in a delirium
were crowding towards the oriental regions, in order to diive the infide!
Muflulmans from the ffoly Land. The Greck emperors {oon after fold the
ifland to fome Genoefe nobles, and that republic had rendered it the em-
porium of an cxtenfive commerce, when, in 1566, Soriman 1. made
himfelf mafter of it.

Favoured by the catholics of the country, the Venetians took poffeffion
of Sc1o, in 1693, towards the end of the reign of Acumer II: they con-
du&ed themfelves there in a very indecorous and very impolitic manner,
by perfecuting the Greeks enemics of the Latins. The year after MEzo-
MoRTO, a Turkith admiral, had only to prefent himfelf to beat them and
expel them from the ifland. Since that epoch, Scio has not ceafed to be

.

fubje& to the empire of the crefcent.

The moft ancient and the moft valuable monument on which this ifland
prides itfelf, is that it is called the School of IHomrr. Four miles to the
north of the town, at the foot of Mount Eros, is found near the fea-fhore,
a calcareous rock, whofe fummit is cut into the fhape of a platform; it is
about twenty feet in diameter: a feat crowns its circumference: in the centre
is a fquare block, which rifes from the rock to a foot and a half in height,
and which bears on each of its fides the figure of a mutilated f{phynx,
fcarcely cognizable. Such is this monument which the inhabitants confider
as the place where Homer inftructed and delighted his countrymen; for
they are perfuaded that Scio gave birth to that great man.

This
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This opinion, warmly fupported by fome, ftrongly contefted by others,
ftill leaves the mind in fufpenfe. The moft intelligent inhabitants of Scio
inftance among others an arch of gray marble, which was ftill thewn not
long fince, at ERYTHES, as an ancient monument belonging to the houfe in
which HomER was born.  They alfo quote the excellent wine produced by
the rifing grounds of EryTHEs, bordering on the Arvifian fields; a wine
known at Scio from times the moft remote, under the name of HoMER’s
nectar. By their account, it is this netar that was given him when he was
weaned; it is the delicious wine of thefe rifing grounds, that was {pilt on
the altars which were ere@ed to him when his verfes had rendered him im-
morfal.

Two leagues beyond the School of Homir, lies Port DAvprHIN, On
which was fituated the ancient Drrpuinvium. Ships of war anchor in this
harbour in winter; whereas they find it more convenient and equally fafe,
in fummer, to come to in thc environs of the town of Scio.

When you have paffed the SpALmopor1: Iflands, and doubled the cape,
you arrive at CarpamyLra, where, according to ToURNEFORT, are to be
feen the ruins of a temple which he believes to have been confecrated to
Nerrune. We did not land at Carpamyrs, but we pafled very clofe to
it on the day of our departure from MrtyLENE. The coaft in the environs
s very elevated and ftecp: the rock, naked in feveral places, appeared to

us every where calcareous.

To the weft of the ifland, is perceived at a little diftance from PiRrGHTI,
in a {mall plain that terminates at the fea, ruins which muft be confidered as
thofe of the ancient Paanvvyd. This place, at the prefent day called Prana,
prefents heaps of rubbifh, piles of ftones, for the moft part fquare, fmocth,
and cut with a chifel; but neither infeription, pillar, nor bafs-reliefs are

) 1 there
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there to be difcovered: the anchorage expofed to the north-weft would be
dangerous in winter for large thips. The Arvifian fields and rifing grounds,
fo celebrated formerly for the goodnefs of their wines, are more to the
north, and make part of the territory of Vovrisso.

In the firft excurfions which we made in the ifland, the inhabitants did
not fail to dire& our fteps towards Scr.aria, fituated upwards of two leagues
to the fouth of Scio. A running ftream, freth and copious, iffues at the
foot of fomg calcareous rocks, and waters gardens which lic below. This
place, truly beautiful, truly pi@urefque, is held in veneration in the coun-
try: an infinite number of virtues are attributed to thefe waters, and it is
believed that it was at this fountain that the becautiful HELEN came to
bathe when fhe inhabited the ifland.

-

With refpe& to ancient fculpture, no remarkable monument of this
kind is to be met with at Scio, except two headlefs bufts, let into the outer
wall of 3 country-houfe built by the Genoefe, at a little diftance from the
town. Citizen DicEoN, vice-conful of the Republic, confidercd them as
two bufts of Isis, in which, according to him, the Egyptian chifel of the
reign of the ProLEM1ESs was diftinguilhable; but the corfet with which they
are clothcd‘, as well as an ornament probably of metal, which they wore on
the bofom, to judge of it from the hollows that are in it, incline us to think
that thefe bufts are more modern, and, in all probability, the work of the
Genocefe.

Some pieces of pillars, fome remains of capitals are flill to be feen in moft
of the villages which we traverfed, but no trace of ancient edifices, no
veftige of a temple is to be perceived; time and the hand of man have
deftroyed every thing.

Maftic
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Maflic muft be confidered as one of the meft important produions of
the ifland, and the moft valuable, fince to this it is that the inhabitants
of Scro owe a part of their privileges, and the cultivators their ‘indepen-
dente, their comfort, and, perhaps, their happinefs. The lentifk which pro-
duces it, differs not from that which_grows in the fouth of Evrorr and
in all the flands of the ARcH1PELAGO. At Scro, are remarked only a few
flight varicties with larger leaves, which culture has produced, and which

are perpetuated by layers and grafting.

In order to obtain the maftic, numerous incifions are made in the trunk
and principal branches of the lentifk, from the 15th to the 2oth of July,
according to the Greek calendar. There exudes little by little from all thofe
incifions, a liquid juice which infenfibly grows thicker, rcmains attached to
the trec in drops more or lefs large, or falls and thickens on the ground,
when it is very abundant. The former is the moft in requefl: it is detached
with a fharp iron inftrument, half an inch in breadth at its extremity. Fre-
quently cloths are placed under the tree, in order that the maftic which
trickles from it, may not be impregnated with earth and filth. .

According to the regulations made on this fubje, the firft gathering
cannot take place beforc the 27th of Auguft. It lafts e¢ight fucceflive days,
after which frefh incifions arc made in the trees till the 25th of September,
then the fecond gathering is made, which likewife lafts eight days. After
this time the trees are cut no more; but the maftic which continues to run,
is gathered till the 19th df November, on the Monday and Tuefday of every
week. It is afterwards forbidden to gather this produ@ion.

The culture of the lentifk is fimple and eafy: it confifis much more in
cleanfing the foil than in turning it up. The cultivators difpenfe with
cutting this tree, and they take good care not to form it a handfome ftem.

VoL II. N Tt
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Tt has been difcovered that the lentifks which trail, yicld much more maftic
than thofe whofe ftem is {traight and (hooting.

Lefls like trees than fhrubs, their trunk fcarcely acquires feven or cigut

inches in diamcter, and their height is feldom above twelve or fiftcen fect.

Citizen DicroN communicated to us an experiment which deferves to
be known. As it is forbidden to cultivate the lentifk out of the limits
traced by the government, a Turk thought to evade the law, and never-
thelefs obtain maftic by grafting the lentifk on young turpentine-trees.
Thele grafts fucceeded perfetly well; but this man was very much
aftonithed, a few years after, to fee flow from the incifions that he had
made, a {ubftance which combined with the odour and the qualities of

maftic, the liquidnefs of turpentine.

Maftic is gathered in twenty-one villages fituated to the fouth of the
town. There are, befides, thrce villages to the weft, whofe plantations far
from produ@ive have been abandoned. The latter have not, on that ac-
count, lefs preferved their ancient denomination and the privileges which

the others enjoy: they pay their impoft in lime fince they no longer furnifh

maftic.

This produflion amounts, one year with another, to fifty thoufand okes
and cven more. Twenty-one thoufand belong to the aga who farms this
commodity, and are delivered by the cultivators in payment of their perfonal
impoft. ;I‘hey are paid for the furplus at the rate of zo parats the oke
(nearly 16 fous the pound) and they are prohibited, under very fevere
penalties, from felling or difpofing of it to any other than the aga who farms
it.

The
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The beft and fineft quality is fent to CoNsTaxTINOPLE for the palacc
of the Grand Signior. The fecond quality is intended for Carro, and
pafics into the harems of the Mamaltks. The merchants gencerally obtain

a mixture of the fecond and third quality.

The women of Sc1o, as well as the female Muflfulmans, Greeks, Arme-
nians, and Jewefles of the whole empire, are in the habit of having maftic
inceflantly in their mouth. This refinous and odoriferous {ubftance does.not
eafily diffolve; it becomes foft and very white by means of heat and faliva;
it cleans the tceth, gives the breath an agreeable odour, ftrengthens the
ftomach, and carries to the lungs balfamic emanations extremely falutary,
and which may to a certain degree prevent the pulmonary confumption,
to which the inhabitants of the iflands of the ArcHIPELAGO are very

{ubject.

Scro turpentinc is daily becoming more fcarce. Barely two hundred
okes are collc&ed at this day, whereas double that quantity was obtained
formerly. Notches are made in the tree in lieu of incifions, and under-
neath them is placed a fmall earthen veflel fit for receiving the liquor that
flows from them. The turpentine-trec acquires a fize rather confiderable:
fome are fcen near the Armenian burying-ground of CONSTANTINOPLE,
on the road leading to Byvux-pE'RE, which are not inferior to our largeft

walnut-trees.

The women of Sc1o are very fond of its fruit: the refinous and very aro-
matic tafte of its pulp pleafes them as much as that of the kernel; and as it
is fcarcely of the fize of a pea, they eat at the fame time the {tone, the pulp
of a bluifh green which covers it, and the kernel which it contains. It is
called in the country tzicoudia, a word whofe fignification is not to be found
in any language of the LEvANT.

N 2 Although
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Although cotton is in great plenty at Scio, yet it does not fuffice for
the fupply of the numerous manufaGoiies which are there eftablithed. The
inhabitants are obliged to fend for a tolerably large quantity from Romania
and the coaft of Asra. They manufa&ure plain cloths, dimities, fwanfkins
plain and fhaggy, and a few coarfe calicocs ftriped blue. The country-
womcn {pin cotton with a wheel; they alfo employ themfelves in making
ftockings and caps which they bring to fcll at the town.

The colle@tion of filk, in ordinary yecars, is cftimated at tcn or twelve
thoufand okes : it fomctimes amounts to fifteen thoufand, a quantity which
is never fufficient for fupplying the manufalories of the town. About
twenty. thoufand okes are annually procured from Bursa, ADRIANOPLE,
and Syria. The mulberry-tree which is cultivated at Scio, and with
which the filk-worm is reared is that which we know under the name of
wmilrier noir or miérier d’'Efpagne *. A few private perfons draw from the
fruit, a brandy not very fpirituous, but agrecable. The price of the leaf of
the mulberry-tree arrived at its fize, is from two to three piaftres.

The ifland produces wheat, barley, wine, oil, and a few legumes; but the
quantity of thefe commodities is fo di{'proporiioncd to that required by the
number of the inhabitants that they are obliged to draw them from all
quarters. The wheat is fcarcely fufficicnt to fubfift them for three months.
The wine furnithes for the confumption of feven or cight: it is, in general,
fiveet ard fpirituous. That which rich individuals make with care, s as
good as Maraca, Fronrtiovac, and Cyprus wines, when they have

acquired a little age.

* Morus nigra. LinN,—dug. Thc common mulberry-trec.

The
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The oil {uffices for the wants of the inhabitants, in good crops; they
procure that article from MiTyLENE when thefe are bad or indifferent:
here, as well as throughout the LevanT, they falt a very great quantity

of olives, according to the procefs which I bave mentioned elfewhere.

Oranges, common lemons, wild lemons, and bergamot-citrons which are
brought during the winter and in the {pring to CONSTANTINOPLE, ADRI-
ANOPLE, and SMYRrRNA, are a very important article of tradc which is
eftimated, one year with another, at 2,000,000 of our livres (circa 83,333l.
fterling.) A very agrecable firup, in great requeft, is alfo made with the
expreflud juice of lemons and cedrats: it 1s fet to thicken over the fire, after
receiving the addition of a little fugar or honcy. It is fent to CoNsTAN-
T1INOPLE, to CaIRo, and into the BLack SEA. The rinds of thefe fruits

are preferved in {ugar or honey, and are diftributcd all over the LEvanT.

The galls while yet green of a fpecics of willow, falvia pomifera, are
in like manner preferved in fugar or honey. This fweetmcat is very agree-
able, much eftecemed, and highly ftomachic. The Sciots employ not only
the galls of the country, but thofe which thcy receive from the neigh-

bouring iflands.

The rofe-tree is alfo an important article of culture, cither from the great
quantity of conferve of rofes which is there made, or from the effential oil
which is extrated from it.

Dried figs are efteemed, and are-almoft all {ent to Satyrn.a and to Cox-
sTANTINOPLE; of thefe the merchants of Smyrwya difjatch to Evrorr,
as well from Scio as from the coaft of Asra, to the amount of 100,000
hivres (circa 4,1661. flerling).

1
In
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In moft of the gardens is feen the fcbeften, whofe oval fruit, a little
{maller than a common olive, contains an excellent glue, employed through-
out the LevaNT for bird-catching.

A plum-tree called verdafier is here cultivated: its fruit is large, oblong,
of a pale green, and of a very agrecable tafte. It ripens in July, and lafts
{carcely thrce weeks. The inhabitants make it an article of trade: they peel
the plum, dry it in the fun, pack it up in boxes, and fend it to SMYRNA
and CoNSTANTINOPLE, where it is fold as high as two piaftres the oke.

The wax is not fufficient for the great confumption which is made of
that article in the churches of the country: the inhabitants import it from
GrEECE and NaTovL1A: they allo import honey for firups, preferves, and
fweetmeats which they prepare; that of GREECE is the moft cfteemed.

It is reckoned that there are about five hundred looms employed in the
manufature of filk ftuffs: the inhabitants of Scio have fucceeded in imi-
tating, in fome meafure, our Lyons filks: but they have copied with more
fuccefs the Inp1A filks and cottons, which they alfo draw from ArLErro
and Damascus. Thofe of Scio are at this day fuperior to thofe of thefe
two cities, the oldeft manufaGturing ones of the Ottoman Empire. They
alfo make a confiderable quantity of gaitans or filk loops preferable to
thofe of ConstantiNorLE and Bursa. They ferve for the edging and
buttonholes of the Turkifh drefles: they alfo plait fome in gold and in filver
for thofe of the women. There are much fewer looms for the cottons than
for the filks.

Y
The trade of the various cloths manufactured at Scio is eftimated at up-

wards of 6,000,000 of our livres (2 50,000l fterling).
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We (hall not here enter into an enumeration of the articles of natural
hiftory which this ifland furnifhes in abundance: it will be fufficient for
us for the moment to prefent three fhells unknown to naturalifts.

1. The denticulated bulimus (Prate XVII. fig. 9. a.b.) It refembles}
in point of form, colour, and bulk, the nonpareil bulimus. The laft volute
is a little angular and a little more ftriated than the other thirteen. The
mouth would be almoft round if it had not a little poftcrior finus: its inner
rim is entirely denticulated. Two ftronger teeth, which extend inwardly,
are to be perceived; that which anfwers to the termination of the columclla
is more mayked than the other. We found it at the foot of a wall, ina

garden planted with orange-trees *,

2. The whelk-like melania (fig. 8.) It lives in the freth waters of Scro,
of almoft all the iflands of the ArRcHiIPELAGO, of CrETE, and of SYRIA.
Its form is conical, and its colour dark; it is fmooth, compofed of eight
volutes, the laft of which, feen behind, is a little longer than the others taken
together. The mouth is oblong-oval; the lip is thin and without finuofities,
The callofity of the columella is white. The extremity of the fhellis a little
emarginated .

3. In the frefh waters is alfo found the oriental planorbis, (Prarte XV1I.
Jig. 11. a. and fig. 11. b.) whofc colour is fimilar to that of the great planorbis
of EvrorE; but it differs from it by its face which anfwers to the mouth,

* Buvrimus denticulatus finifer, parwvulus, elongatus, fubiiliter firiatus, rufefeens: apertura cum
anguflo finu fuborbiculata, undique multi-dentata.

+ Msrania buccinoidea dreviter fufiformis; levigara, fuliginofa: callo columellari albo; bafi
truncato, emarginato.

being
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being deeper and the outline of the mouth not being interrupted by the

convexity of the fecond volute. In this fhell there can feldom be reckoned

smore than three rounded volutes, {carcely ftriated *.

¢ Yranorsis orientalis parowlus, fubtrigyratus, gyris deprefinfenlis: margine convexo; fav:
wli depriffiere 5 apertura fubovali.

CHAPTERN
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CHAPTER VIL

Departure from Scio.—Stay at Tchelimé, at Tino, at Andros, a¢ Myconi,
at Delos, at Naxia, at Paros, and at Antiparos.

Arrer having in vain waited three months at Scr1o, for letters from PAR1s;
after having tran{mitted to Citizen DEscornEis fome refletions on the
interefting countries which we had juft vifited, we refolved to repair to
CRETE, and to examine the iflands and the important places that thould
lic in our route: we failed, in confequence, on the 21ft of Floréal (1oth of
May) on board of a Greek boat which we had juft hired, and, in four hours,
we arrived at TcHEsME, a {mall town of Asia, fituated almoft oppofite
to Sc1o, at the head of a fpacious road to which art has had no occafion to
add in order to make it a good harbour. A citadel fomewhat extenfive,
conftruted by the Genoefe, runs floping to the fca-fhore, and feems in-
tended to fecure from all infult both the town and the harbour.

TcrEsME is built on the ruins of Cyssvs. Its road, formerly famous
from the victory which the fleet of the Romans there gained over that of
ANTIOCHUS, is not lefs {o, in our days, from the burning and the total
deftruétion of the Turkith {quadron, which happened in 1770. But the
Romans took advantage of their vi®ory; whilc the Ruffians, mafters of the
fea, and feconded by a good wind, durft not, after this event, force their
way up the HELLESPONT, and run under the walls of the Seraglio to dic-
tate to MustAPruaA the conditions of peace which they might bave impofed
on him.

‘YOL. 1I. c Geographers
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Geographers place at the head of a bay, two or three leagues to the north
of Tcursme), the ancient ErRvTurE, celebrated for the oracles of the
Sibyl; I chofe to proceed thither on foot, while my colleague was purchafing
at Tcuesuy, the provifions that we wanted. Ileft on the right the town
and fome chalky, calcareous hillocks; I traverfed an uncven ground, fields
in culture, hillocks uncultivated, and, after an hour’s journey, I found my-
felf in a plain that terminated at the bay of which I have juft fpoken. 1
faw, at a little diftance from the fea, a {pring rather copious, thc water of
which was har(h and burning: the environs prefented marine falt. A poor
building ftood by the fide of the fpring: I was told that there are bafins
where a perfon may bathe; T wifhed to enter them: perceiving fome Turks,
I retired, and was procceding towards the fea, when, a moment after, I faw
two of them, with the yatagan in their hand, advancing towards me,
threatening me and calling me dog and infidel. 1 had with me only a Greek
fervant, little capable of feconding me, though ftrong as HErRcULESs; but
I had a fword-cane: this was better. 1 immediately unfheathed my weapon,
and, in a firm and impofing voice, defired them to be told, that if they
did not inftantly retire, T would caufe five hundred blows to be given them
with a ftick, in my prefence, by the aga of Tcuesme. This threat and,
above all, my fword, made thefe Turks change their tone. ¢ He is a mad-
“ man, he is a Frenchman,” faid they to each other; ¢ let us lcave him
* alonc.” ’

I did not think it prudent to go and fee the ruins of EryTnrzE. 1
gathered feveral intcrefting plants, and returned to the harbour.

The territory of Tcursme’ furnifhes grain and fruit in abundance: a
little oil and a great many raifins are there gathered. It is from this harbour
‘that Scio draws a great part of its fubfiftence, and that it frequently keeps
up an intercour(e with SMYRNA.

The
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The next day, the 22d. (11th of May,) we fet faM for Nax1a with a
light breeze from the north. We followed the coaft of Asia, leaving on
the right two fmall defert iflands; and on the left, Cape BLANCO; we faw,
to the fouth of Scio, the iflet called FEenkrico. We perccived diftinétly
ahead of us, ANDROS, TiNo0, MyconN1, Nicarra, and SaAmos: our boat
was fteering towards MyconT, where we werc in hopes to arrive before dark;
but, about four o’clock in fhe afternoon, there appcared, to the north-weft,
fome clouds which grew bigger and advanced towards us. Our mariners,
uneafy, were afraid of a fudden and hard fquall; it happened: the north-weft
wind was violent, but of fhort duration. Our boat was good, and lightly
laden. They put us down below, laid over the hatches, and, after having
lowered all the fails, with the exception of the fore-fail only, they bore up
and put before the wind. I fuffered by the ftorm fo much the more feverely,
as I was deprived of air. My collcague was not at all fick; he had feen,
during his voyage to the auftral fhores, feas more rough, hurricanes more
terrible. 'We remained upwards of an hour in our nook, after which we
were allowed to take the air and to participate in the joy of the crew. The
wind had lulled and appearcd to be getting round to the northward; the
clouds were difperfing. The failors afked for wine; we gave them fome, at
the fame time requefting them to drink with moderation: their ebriety was
to be feared with the rcturn of bad weather. However, it was very fine the
reft of the day; the wind died away more and more, the night was ftill,
part of the crew flept: we refted very well, and the next day on our rifing,
finding ourfelves very clofe to TinNo, we were excecedingly glad to go on
fhore in order to repofe for a moment.

We landed, to the eaft, in a fmall roadftead fheltered by calcareous rocks,
on which we remarked, among other plants, the thornlefs caper-Lufh, whofe
leaf is thicker and more fucculent than that of the common one. We then

afcended a hill in order to herborize and fee the interior of the ifland; after,
o2 which’
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which we fet {ail, and ftood on and anchored to the fouthward, in the road-
ftead, on whofe fhore is built the little town of San Nicoro, which occupies
the place of the ancient capital. The citadel is up the country, four miles
from that fpot, on a very lofty hill. ‘

Hiftory informs us that the Tinians had furnifhed troops to the Greeks at
the battle of PLraT&mA; that afterwards they had fubmitted to the Perfians,
as well as all the inhabitants of the CycLADEsS. TiNo was united to the
Empire of the East when the Venetians, in 1209, made thenifelves mafters
of it, and fortified it in fuch a manner that, for a long time, it refifted alone
all the efforts of the Ottoman forces.

In 1537, BARBAROSSA, after having taken Skyro, Parmos, Nio,
STtaMPALIA, PAROS, and fome other iflands of the ARCHIPELAGO, came
and attacked it with a confiderable flect and fome land-forces. He had
already made himfelf mafter of part of the ifland; already had feveral villages
capitulated; but fome timely fuccours fent from CaxprIA obliged the Turks

to retire.

In 1570, Serim II. meditating the conqueft of Cyprus, fent confider-
able forces againft this ifland, then pofleffed by the Venetians: the Turkith
admiral who commanded them, made, in paffing, a defcent on Tino,
ravaged the country, burnt fome villages, and laid fiege to the fortrefs. The
proveditor PArvuTA defended himfelf with fo much courage, that the Turks
did not think fit to lofe their time in the conqueft of an ifland of little impor-
tance, which could not fail to fall fooner or later into their power.

Two years after, the Turks prefented themfelves with fixty fhips; but
they again found the courage of the inhabitants, and the prudence of the

governor, obftacles which they were unable to furmount. They retired after
having
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having ravaged the ifland anew, and carricd off fome flocks, fome women,

and fome children.

In 1684, under MasomET IV. Morosin: beat and handled very
roughly the Turkifh fleet which had come to attack the ifland for the
fourth time. But in 1714, under the reign of AcameT III. the ifland fur.
rendcred to DianwM-Cocc1a, captain-pacha, who had only eleven gallies
and eight fhips. The proveditor BERNARDO BALeY is reproached with
having made but a feeble refiftance, and with having capitulated when he
ought to have fought and to have waited for the fuccour which the Re~
public was on the point of fending to him.

Next to Scro, TiNo is the moft induftrious country of the ArcHi-=
PELAGO, becaufe it is the moft free and the moft favoured by the govern.
ment. No Turk here incommodes the inhabitants by his prefence, or con~
firains them by his authority. The ifland has magiftrates, whom the people
appoint every year; and thefe places, more honourable than lucrative, fought
after by all, are granted to thofe only who have diftinguithed themfelves by
their probity and their attachment to their country.

Here are reckoned forty towns or villages, which, according to the re-
gifters of the government, contain a population of fifteen thoufand eight
hundred fouls; namely: ten thoufand Greeks, and five thoufand eight
hundred Latins.

The ifland is divided into two thoufand two hundred hearths, and all the
lands into four hundred and feventy-four thoufand and fixty-four afpres.
The afpre is equivalent to a ground-rent value of five piaftres, fo that a field
valued at a hundred piafires, is marked twenty afpres in the regifters. Each

afpre
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afpre pays at the rate of two parats tax, which is levied for the account of

fonic Turkifh agas who refide at CoONSTANTINOPLE.

To complete the total amount of the fums fucceffively required by the
PorTE for the captain-pacha and his fuite, and in order to provide for un-
forefeen difburfements, for the expenfes of adminiftration and others, the
inhabitants pay fome additional parats in proportion to the afpres which they
poflefs.

Every ground-rent property is valued and infcribed in two regifters; one
of which is in the hands of the Latin comptroller, and the other in the
hands of the Greek comptroller.

In order that the Turkifh agas may not fend a tchocadar to exact and
gather their duties, the inhabitants compound with them, and remit them
their money with the greateft punQuality; by this means they avoid the
expenfes which that agent would occafion, and the extortion which he would
pot fail to exercife in his double quality of Muflfulman and a perfon intrufted
with power.

The total impoft, with the expenfcs, amounts annually to 36,234 piaftres;
a confiderable fum, in proportion to the fmall extent of the ifland, but very
moderate if we confider its population and the induftry of its inhabitants,

Tino, in a good harveft, produces fufficient barley for the wants of the

year.

Wheat fcarcely affords a fupply for three or four months.
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As to legumcs, the inhabitants gathcr none but a few broad beans, and
fome chich-pcas, the flour of which they mix, as at Scio, with that of

wheat to make bread.

Sheep are in fufficient plenty to admit of being cxported annually to

the value of from 5 to 6Gooo piaftres.

No oil is made at Tr~no: the olives which are there gathered are falted

and confumed by the inhabitants.

Wine is fufficiently abundant, to furnifh the fupply of the European

veflels which occafionally anchor in the harbours and roads of the ifland.

There are figs, oranges, feveral other fruits and various herbage for the
wants of the inhabitants: thefe laft are fometimes furnifhed to Scio and

SMIRNA.

Honcy and wax, cotton and wool, are generally confumed in the country.

Silk is the only article of exportation at all confiderable. A great part
of the ifland is planted with mulberry-trees, and almoft all the women are
employed in rearing filk-worms and afterwards in winding the filk off the
cods. Every year are imported two or three thoufand okes of raw filk,
generally employed for the loops and ftrings which arc made at Scro, at
SmyrNA, at ConsTANTINOPLE, and elfewhere, for trimming the drefles
of both fexes. At Tino, and in the Cycrapgs, the inhabitants cultivate
the white mulberry-tree, which they fuffer to grow at pleafure.

The lands of the ifland are, in general, not very fertile, except in fome
plains of no great extent and in fome watered vallics. The inhabitants make
amends
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amends for this deficiency by a perfevering labour, and an alivify and in-
duftry far from common in the eaftern countries. Here the rich man is not
more idle than the poor man; the one is a merchant, trader, or agricul-
turift; the other, an artifan, mariner, or labourer. -

Neither do the women remain idle: they occupy themfclves with the cares
of the family, with the rearing of filk-worms, with rural labours, and the
day never paffes without their taking the needle or the fpindle, or knitting
filk ftockings, which arc in requeft among the Luropeans on account of
their folidity and the goodnefs of their wear.

‘The Europeans and the Grecks of Smyr~xA, CONSTANTINOPLE, and
Savoxica, prize highly the fervants of Tiwno, efpecially the female domel-
tics, becaufe they find them, in general, more handy, more clean, and morc
honeft than the greater part of thofe of the other iflands of the AnwcHi-
PELAGO. Their number is fo confiderable, that every ten, twelve, or
fifteen days at lateft, there fails, for SMYRNA, a boat loaded with young
women who go to fupply the place of thofe who, after four or five years’
fervice, return with the intention of marrying, by means of the favings
which they have made.

There likewife fails every month a boat for CoNsTANTINOPLE, and
another every year for SALONICA.

The inhabitants of Pyrcos, IsTErN1A, and CARDIANI work and fathion
the marble which they have in their territory, for SMYRNA, SALONICA,
and ConNsTANTINOPLE. Every man gains at this bufinefs, from twenty to
forty parats a day.

ANDROS
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Axpros is feparated from Tino only by a channel of a mile in width,
into which veflels of burden are afraid to enter, on account of the rocks
and fhoals which are there fituated. This ifland is about ninety milcs in
circumference, while Tino is fcarcely fixty. Although it is lofty and
mountainous like this laft, it has in proportion more lands fit for cultivation;
its plains are fomewhat more extenfive, equally fertile, and as well watered.
Here are to be fecen fifty villages, and, ncverthelefs, its population does not

exceed twelve thoufand fouls.

Axpuos is the appanage of a fultana: a Turkifh waiwode there admi-
nifters the police and watches over the tranquillity of the ifland. It pays
aboput 30,000 piaftres, as well for the duties of the fultana, as for thofe of

thc captain-pacha.

Silk is the principal produce of its territory: the quantity which is an-
nually exported is cftimated at fix thoufand okes. A tolerably large quantity
of oranges and lemons are alfo cxported for Saronica, Atnrys, and the
IVI.()REA. The wheat, barley, wine, and oil arc generally fuflicient for the
confumption of the inhabitants. The ifland alfo produces legumes, herbage,

various fruits. honey, wax, and cotton.

On the morning of the 25th of Floréal (14th of May), we failed from
the road of SAN Nicoro, and ran and anchored in that of Mycoxi,
diftant nearly twelve miles. The ground which we examined to the north
and to the fouth of thc town, appeared to us entirely of granite. The
Mland is far from fertile, very uneven, almoft all mountainous, though
much lefs clevated than Naxos, Avpros, and Tino. The town, fituated
on the fea-fhore, is tolerably large, and contains about four thoufand
inbabitants: this is the whole population of Myco~x1. The inhabitants
are either mariners or cultivators. They gather barley and wine in a

¥UL. 11 v quantity
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quantity fufficiently large to export fome every year, The other commo-
ditics are confumed.in the ifland. It pays 7,500 piaftres by way of impoft.

The fame evening, we withed to get under fail, in order to proceed to
Deros. Our mariners would have preferred fleeping at Mycon1, where
they had fricnds, and where they found good wine, to going to pafs the
night on the fea-fhore, or among ruins which infpired them with no intereft.
They toid us with perfeverance, that Deros and the other defert iflands
which lie near 1t, were the refuge of pirates, and that therc was much to
be feared if we refolved to fpend the night there. ¢ Thofe pcople,” faid
they to us, ¢ do not content themfelves with ftripping navigators; they kill
¢ them and throw them into the fea, in order to fmother their crime and
“ not to be fought after.”” This argument was, undoubtedly, very good;
but fince it was neceflary to pafs the next day betwcen thefe iflands, there
was no more danger in going to fleep therc that very night. ¢ Drink,” faid
we to thefe poltroons; ¢ another glafs will give you courage, and let us de-
« part.” They afked for half an hour in order to go and look out on the
heights of the fouth point of Myconi1, and, about five o’clock in the
evening, we made fail for Little DELos, where we arrived before fun-fet.

We anchored in a {mall harbour to the weft of the ifland: we had ahead
of us two iflets, the Great and the Little REMATIARI, and farther on, at
the diftance of half a league, Great DeLos or the lfland of RHENEA. We
regaled our mariners with our TENEDOS wine and our TcHEsML’ provifions,
in order to make them amends for the pleafures which they would have
enjoyed at Mycon1: we recommended to them to keep a good look-out,
and we went to take a walk before it grew dark.

The diforder and confufion exhibited by the ruins.of a celebrated city, the

veftiges of temples, the remains of palaces, the rubbifh of houfes, ftrike:
and
2
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and aftonith the traveller: his imagination feduces him for fome time: he
ftill fees ftanding the monuments of which there remain no more than the
traces under his fteps; he takes a pleafure in decorating and embellithing
them. Their mafs is doubled; their ornaments are multiplied. He is
flopped every moment: ¢ There is the temple of Di1axa,” exclaims he:
< here is that of Avorio: there it is that the priefts refided.”” Farther
on, he difcovers a gymnafium; he perccives a theatre, a portico; he mea-
fures the cxtent of a palace; he fees mutilated ftatues: it is the image of a
god, it is the figure of a hero, it is the portrait of a benefaltor. Every
where pillars, capitals; every where marbles, granites, porphyries, with bals-
reliefs, and infcriptions. Hec cannot embrace fo many objeéts at oncc; he
<an have but one fentiment, that of admiration.

But how melancholy arc the ideas which prefent themfelves in their turn!
<¢ What barbarous hand,” fays he to himfelf,  firft carried fire and fword
« among objeéts confecrated to the veneration of mankind? What impious
<« wretch, with a facrilegious arm, durft demolifh thofe templés which the
« gold of nations and the piety of the people eretted and embellithed? Who
<¢ could break the ftatuc of a beneficent god, of a hero who overthrew the
« cnemies of his country, of a mortal who invented a ufeful art?”

Men of feeling! caft a glance on Devros; behold firft that ifland confe-
crated to piety, covered with temples, fumptuous edifices, adorned with
delightful gardens. Figure to yourfelves an immenfe number of people
landing from all quarters, bringing the tribute which piety offered to the
gods through the organ of the priefts: behold them giving themfelves up
to joy the moft pure, to pleafures the moft fweet! Well!....all is deftroyed!
all has difappearcd! At this day, there no longer exifts any thing but ruins,
but deferted fields, on which feem to grow, with regret, a few forry plants,

" a few ftunted fhrubs,
T2 An
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An ifland dedicated to immortals, an ifland which received offerings from
all civilized nations, ought to have a miraculous origin. Floating for a long
time at the mercy of the winds, Devros, according to fable, was fixed by
the voice of NiPTUNE, in order to receive the miftrefs of JurrTer, who
was purfued by the anger of Juno in heaven and on earth. LATona,
under the form of a quail, brought forth ApoLrLo and Diana at the foot
of a palm-tree, and the venom of the ferpent which thrcatened her, remained

without effeét, and could not endanger her life.

This ifland is not elevated like Tino, NAxos, and Mycon1. Every
where fchiflofe or granitical, it exhibits no trace of a volcano, nothing that
can explain, by the laws of phyfics, the wonders which the Greeks have
tranfinitted to us refpe&ing it. Mount CyNTHUS is, to the obferver, no
more than a hill of granite, of which it would be unncceflary to fpeak, did
not every thing in this place bring back recolleétions, and deferve to fix the
looks of the man of curiofity.

On the 26th (15th of May), before we continued our route for Nax1a,
we wifhed to touch at the eaft part of the Ifland of RHENEA: we pafled at
an early hour between the Great and the Little REMAT1IARI, and we landed
at the place where the ground is ftill firewn with ruins and tombs*. 1t is
well known that the Ifland of RHENEA became the place of interment of
the inhabitants of DELos, when, under the archon EuTHYDEMUS, it was
confidered as indecent that a facred land fhould longer receive the dead
bodies of mortals.,

The Ifland of RHENEA, or Great DELos, is by no means elevated,
tolerably fertile, and very fit every where for the culture of the vine and

® A detailed defcription of the ruiny of De¢les is to be found in the works of Sron, Tour-
wErorT, and M. px Cuoiseus, &c.

the
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the olive-tree. Though it is rather extenfive, no inhabitants are to be feen:
thofe of Mycont go thither to fow the lands the moft fertile, and feed a
few flocks. In no place did we fee the lentik and the turpentine-tree, fo
beautiful and fo common. Our mariners, on landing, haftened to cut down
feveral of thefc trees for the purpofe of renewing their ftock of wood.

At one o'clock in the afternoon, we continued our routc with a light
breeze from the north, and, in four or five hours, we caft anchor in the har-
bour of Nax1a, fituated on the wefl fide of the ifland, facing Paros. This
harbour, formerly capable of containing thirty gallies, was clofed. by a
jetty which may be diftinctly perceived when the fea is fmooth. It is
at prefent feveral fect under water, and, neverthelefs, the {fmall craft of the
country lie there in fafety in all fcafons.  Ships of burden may anchor, in
fummer, off the harbour, undcr fhelter of the rock, on which are fill to
be feen the remains of the temple of BaAccaus®: but, in winter, navigators
would not dare to expofe themfelves there; they would, with reafon, be

afraid of being driven on the coaft with a wind rather ftrong from the north-

weft,

The town ftands on an eminence by the fea-fide : it was defended, under
the Venctian princes, by a citadel and by walls, whick the Turks have, in
a great meafure, deftroyed. The Latins, formerly mafters of the country,
are all lodged within their cnclofure. The Greeks occupy the part which
extends to the eaftward of the caflle, known by the name of the New Town,

Néio-Kopio.

‘The ancient citv extended to the north, towards the fountain which bears

the name of An1apNE. There are alfo, below the caftle, fome remains of a

® Sce the drawing which M. ox CHoisxvuL has given of it, Veyage Pittorcfgue de la Gréce,

Pl. 23-
fubterrancous
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fubterraneous aqueduét, that probably brought to the town the waters of
a copious {pring which is feen four or five miles to the eaft, and which at this
day ferves to water a part of the plain of Naxia,

ARIADNE’s fountain is no more than a fimple ftreamlet of water, to which
travellers would pay no attention, did it not remind them that this is the
fpot where Ar1ADNE abandoned herfelf to all the delpair of a forfaken
miftre(s: it is from this fhore that fhe perceived the veflel which was
bearing her jover far away from her; it is on the brink of this fountain,
where .fhe came every day to fhed tears, and that BaAccuus, no lefs touched
by her misfortunes than ftruck by her beauty, fucceeded in confoling her,
and in making her forget an ungrateful man.

Baccuus bad a temple at Naxos: the gate and the foundations of it are
ftill to be feen on a fmall ifland in the vicinity of ARIADNE’s fountainw,
A bridge, built on a ftring of rocks, it is faid, joined this ifland to the large
one, and permitted an aquedu& to bring thither the water neceffary for the
priefts who inhabited the enclofure of the temple.

In digging lately the foundations of a houfe and of a ftorehoufe towards
the fea-thore, to the northward of the caflle, there was found a ftatue of a
woman, of a tolerably hand{ome form. The head and the feet were wanting;
the body had fuffcred in fome places, but the neck and a part of the drapery
were in pretty good prefervation. We faw it in the court-yard among filth.
The mafter of the houfe fet on it no great value: he had been feveral times
tempted to break it, in order to employ the picces in the conftruction of
his houfe,

® Tounrnerorr. Foyage an Levant, vol. i, p. 219.
Crorazvs. Poyage Pittorefgue dela Grice, pl. 32+
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On the north fide of the ifland is found a coloflal ftatue of Arorro,
likewife imperfect, which the fculptor appears to have abandoned anciently:
it is in the neighbourhood of the quarry from which the block had been
taken.

Naxos, like the other iflands of the ArRcHIPELAGO, has experienced
all the viciffitudes of fortune. Too weak to be long independent, it was
fucceffively in alliance with the Athcnians, conquered and ravaged by the
Perfians, trnibutory to the Romans, ceded to RHopEs by Mark ANTHONY,
afterwards fubject to the emperors of the East, a long time governed by
Venctian princes, and at length united to the Ottoman Empire under the
reign of SELim 1L

The Ncxiot :ave preferved the precious advantage of being governed by
their own laws and cuftoms: they have a municipal adminiftration, and
judges of their own eleétion. The little importance of their ifland, and
its remotenefs from the coaft of Asra, have not permitted the Turks to
eflublith themfelves there. The PorTE contents itfelf with fending thither
a waiwode to exercife the police, to gather the taxes, and remit them to

CONSTANTINOPLE.

Naxos, more free and more independent than Scro, is, neverthelefs,
very far from. having attained the degree of profperity at which the latter
has arrived. Trade there is not ‘ufficiently brifk; the culture of the lands
is too much negle@ed, and the induftry of the inhabitants is almoft null.
Ought we attribute the caufe to the contempt which the nobles, pofleflors
of the beft grounds, manifeft for laboui, a contempt which has unfortunately
reached almoft every clafs of citizens

Proud
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Proud of their ancient nobility, poor and haughty, alike difdaining
commerce and agriculture, ftrangers to the military art, thefe noblemen,
defcended from the firft Italian families, {ee pafs infenfibly, into plebeian
hands, their ruinous manfions, their lands almoft uncultivated, without
thinking of repairing, by labour, the loffes which an unforefeen accident,
or their own mifcondu@, not unfrequently occafions them.

The population of the ifland, according to the remarks which the prin-
cipal inhabitants communicated to us, excceds ten thoufand fouls. The
town contains nearly two thoufand: the reft are {cattered throughout forty-
one villages. The taxes which it pays for the lands, the karatch, and the
cuftoms, amount to near forty purfes, or 40,600 livres (cirea 1,6661. fterl-
ing), exclufive of fome difburfcments which it is obliged to make annually,
when the captain-pacha is lying at anchor with his {quadron in the harbour

of Tr10, or Dr10, in the Ifland of Paros.

The number of catholics is daily diminithing: there arc reckoned fcarcely
fix hundred fettled in the town. This does not prevent them from {till
having an archbifhop, a coadjutor, fix canons, a rcétor, and feveral curates.
They have alfo a houfe of Lazarifts for the education of youth, a convent
of Capuchins, a convent of Cordclicrs, and a convent of cloiftered nuns.
The number of the Greeks, on the contrary, is increafing, and their clergy
arc much lefs numerous and more rich than thofc of the Latins. Here
all religious ceremonies are performed with the greateft pomp and the greateft
freedom. The PorTE gives itfelf little concern about what pafles in the
ifland, provided the impoft be regularly paid, and that all bend at the fight
of the mofl infignificant of its officers.

Nax1a would be onc of the moft agreeable places of refidence in the Ax-
CHIPELAGO, did not the inhabitants, too idle, pull each other to picces,
and
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and did not the clergy of the two churches, too numerous for fo confined a
place, themfelves foment hatred and encourage difcord. The ftranger pre-
fently perceives that the priefts of the two religions govern this country
with a rod of iron, and, without intending it, render the inhabitants more:
malicious than devout, more litigious, more quarrelfome, than juft and
humane.

The ifland is covered with high mountains, whofe bafe is fchiftofe or
granitical. White marble and hard calcareous ftone lie every where on the
fchiftus, and give birth to a great number of {prings, which water and ferti-
lize the plains. The higheft of thefe mountains is that of Jupirer, which
the inhabitants call Dia, or Rr4. We went thither with the agent of the
Republic: it lies three leagues to the eaft of the town. We faw, as we
pafled, the marble that bears the infcription of which TourNEForT has
fpoken. We penetrated into a gorge fomewhat fteep, and we arrived at a
grotto of beautiful white marble, which many travellers have vifited, to judge
from their names engraved at the entrance and in the infide.

This grotto, which the inhabitants of Nax1A regard as a facred fpot,
whither the Bacchants of the country come to celebrate their feftivals and
their myfteries, at this day prefents nothing remarkable. In the infide,
are to be feen flalaftites, fimilar to all thofe of calcareous grottoes; decayed
fragments in different places; fome blocks of marble detached: on the outfide,
a place extremely folitary, little verdure, the fummit of the mountain of
JuriTER almoft perpendicular, a pretty fpecies of campanula* on the
clefts of the rocks; a little farther, a few oaks, and a great many trilobatc-
leaved maples 4.

® It is reprefented by Tovrxsrort. Poage au Levant, vol.i. p. 843.

+ Acer creticum, .
VORs 31. Q Tle
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The upper part of the mountain is inacceffible on that fide: we made the
tour of it; and, after feveral hours of faticue, we reached the fummit,
precifcly at the place where NoinTer, French ambaflador at CoNsTAN-
riNovLE, caufed his name to be engraved, together with an iafcription,
which timc has alreadv effaced. Nothing fo beautiful as the horizon which
prefented itfelf to us: we bhad under our eyes a bird’s-cye view of the
ifland, and diftinguifhed the greater part of s mountains: we were made to
obferve Corono, which took its name from the nymph Coronis, nurfe to
Baccuus. Every where fertile piains, watered vallies, villages well built,
chapels in good condition, formed a contraft with whitith rocks and arid
hills, and compofed various piGtures on which our eyes could not remain
fixed, fo beautiful, fo impofing was the profpe&t of the fea and its iflands.

Our looks were direfted, in {pite of ourfelves, over a great number of
iflands more or lefs lofty, more or lefs extenfive. To the north, we had
Myconi: beyond that we faw, to the north north-weft, Tino and An-
pRrOs; SirA and JurA were detached below: we difcovered, to the north-
weft, SErpHO, THERMIA, and ZEA; to the weft, Paros, ANTIPAROS,
and S1pHANTO; to the fouth-weft, ARGENTIERA, BurNT IsLanD, and
Miro: Nio and SANTORIN were to the fouth; PoLicaANDrO and SikiNo
to the fouth fouth-weft; AMoreo and StamPALIA, to the fouth-eaft;
Carmino and LERo, to the eaft; Parmos and Nicaria, to the north-
caft; in fhort, in almoft every dire&tion, we faw fome iflets and fome
fcattered rocks, which can be interefting to none but navigators.

'We met with fome flocks on the back of the mountain: they confifted of
the little theep of ITaLY and of ProvENcE, with fhort and coarfe wool;
and of a fmall fpecies of goat, of which the poor eat the fleth, but of which
the rich efteem only the kids. We faw nothing more wild than the fhep-

herds, nothing more unfociable than their women. They were very far from
refembling
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refembling thofe that formerly inhabited Mount Ipa, the Leautiful valley
of Temrr, or the flowery banks of the MEANDER. We had fome difficulty
in obtaining a few glafles of milk, of which we were much in want: we
were obliged to beg for a long time, and pay beforehand. But is it their
fault if they are rude and miftruftful? They have fo frequently heard the
Turks {poken of, that they think all men with whom they are not acquainted,
are as unjuft and malignant as they are.

The women of Nax1a, in imitation of thofe of Scio, take a pleafure in
holding in their mouth an inodorous fubftance which their ifland produces:
they chew it, and turn it aboul in cvery way, as the others do maftic. The
plant which furnifhes it is known to botanifts by the name of atractylis
gummifera : it does not grow high, and flowers at the end of the {ummer.

This fubftance has been improperly called gum: on fubjecting it to fome
experiments, it appeared to me rather to come nearer to refin than gum, or,
to fpcak morc corre@ly, it is a peculiar {fubftance, which comes nearer to
claftic gum than to any other. GCitizen DEsroNTAINES obferved that the
Arabs and Moors gather it in the environs of ArG1ERS, and make it into
gluc; but he is ignorant of the proceedings which they employ. The root of
this plant affords an aliment equally wholefome and nutritious.

The hills and rifing grounds of Naxos are covered with myrtles, arbutufes,
lentifks, hypericums, favories, thorny brooms, leguminous fhrubs, and feveral
fpecies of rock-rofes, among which are to be remarked, in great plenty, that
which furnifhes the labdanum. The ris}u!c_ts are bordered by oleanders,
agnus-ca;ﬁufes, and plane-trees.  As the {gafon was advancing, our col-
le@lion of plants was lefs confiderable than at Scio. We found, however,
on the rocks, the fhrubby Crctan pmk and a beautiful fpecies of ccntaury,

remarkable from its purple and very largc flowgrs; from its dawny leayes,
Q2 lyre-
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lyre-thaped at the lower part of the ftalk, and oval at the upper part, with
one or two oppofite teeth towards their bafe. The fcales of the calyx are
ciliate, and the plant is from one foot to two feet high *.

In the eaft part of the ifland is feen a mine, tolerably abundant, of com-
mon emery, which fome Englifh fhip-captains purchafe, as they pafs, at a
very low price. This metallic fubftance would be much more fuitable to
French captains, who ballaft with ftones their thips loaded with oil or cotton.

We found in moft of thie rivulets a crab, which wec met with again at
A1rEPPO, in MEsoPoTaMIA, and in PErsta: we thall give the figure and
the: defcription of it elfewhere. .

The ftay which we made in the country with the agent of the Republic,
afforded us an opportunity of obferving the proceedings of the cultivators,
relative to caprification. It confifts fimply in placix;g on the fig-trees whicly
produce only the fecond fig, the fpecies known by the name of fig fowers,
or firft figs, which appear and ripen a- month or a month and‘a half before
the others. The fecond figs ripen, as is well Known, towards the end of
Thermidor, and fucceed each other without interruption tili the end of Ven-
démiaire, and even later. The Greeks ftring together ten or twelve -of thefe
firlt figs, and fufpend them in different parts of the fig-tree whofe fruits
they wifhi to fecundify. This operation, of which fome  authors, both an-
cient and' modern, have fpoken- with admiration, appeared to me nothing
more than a tribute which man paid‘to ignorance and to prejudices. In fack,
in many countries of the LEvaNT; caprification is not known: it is not at
all made ufe of in ITaLy, FRANCE, or SPAIN: if has long been neglected.

® CenTAUREA atro-purpurea tabyidus ciliatis, foliis inferioribus lyratis, fupremis ovates
lonceslatis, bafi appendieniasis, Joribws purpucsis; '

m
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im fome iflands of the AxcurerLAGO, where it was formerly pradtifed, and,
neverthelefs, every where are procured figs very good to be eaten. If this
operation were neceffary, whother the fecundation were to be effeled by the
feminal powder, which might be fcattered and introduced alone by the eye
of the fig, or whether Nature, in order to tranfmit it from cne fig to another,
{hould make ufe of a little cynips, as has been commonly imagined, it may
eafily be conceived that thefe firft figs in flower could not fecundify at' the
fame time thofe which have attained a certain fize, and thofc which {carcely

appcar, and which do not ripen till two months a:ter the others.

Let us leave all the marvellous of caprification, and acknowledge, accord-
ing to obfervation, that it muft be ufelefs,. fince every fig contains fome male
flowers towards its eye, capable of fecundifying all the female flowers of the
infide; and that, befides, this fruit may grow, ripen, and become excellent

to be eaten, when even the fceds are not fecundified.

The inhabitants of Naxos culfivate the vine at the foot of the rifing
grounds, and in the plains which are not watered. Their wine 1s, in general,
of indifferent quality, becaufe they make it ill, and know not how to preferve
it. This wine is all confumed in the country: it feldom bhappens that Eu-

ropean vefiels take in any in paffing.

The ifland furnifhes wheat, kidney-beans, garden-beans, and a few other
legumes for the wants of the yeas..

Barley is in much greater plenty: ten:or twelve thoufand quintals are an-

nually exported.

Qil, in a favourable. feafon, may amount to.the value of from 30 to
40,000 livres: it is of indifferent quality.

Oranges,
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Oranges, lemons, bergamot-citrons, are not fo plentiful as they might be,
becaufe there is no town fufficiently confiderable within reach for a great con-
fumption. CONSTANTINOPLE is too far diftant: SmyrNA and SaLoNica
have them in their territory, and receive, bcfides, thofe of Scio. This
article procures, however, every year, from 12 to 135,000 livres.

The peaches, apricots, pomegranates, pears, plums, walnuts, almonds,

and figs, are confumed in the ifland.

Naxos has fheep and goats for the wants of the inhabitants, a few finall-
fized oxen for hufbandry, together with mules and affes for draught. The
wool is of bad quality, like all that of the ArcHIPELAGO, and is confumed
in the country.

Cheefe is an article of cxportation fomewhat confiderable: it amounts to 8
or 10,000 livres: it is fcnt to CONSTANTINOPLE, SMYkNA, and SaLoNICA.

Cotton is little cultivated : a few private perfons gather it for ftockings,
caps, and fome coarfe cloths, which are made in the family. It is the fame
with filk and flax.

The honey and wax are confumed in the ifland.

To the fouth of the town is a fmall faltern, where a few cargoes of falt
are made for the capital. The PorTE has taken pofleflion of 1t, and farms
out its produce to the cuftom-houfe officer. The falt is nearly all fold to
the inhabitants, at the rate of two livres for {ixty pounds.

We were not willing to quit Nax1a without making an excurfion to
Paros, without examining its mountains of marble, without feeing i
. 3 harbours,
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harbours, without taking a look at its inhabitants. This ifland, formerly one
of the moft important of the Cycrapes, had fill a population fomewhat
confiderable when it was fubjected to the Ottoman Empire by BARBAROSSA ;
but it has fuffered to fuch a degree fince that epoch, by the pillage of the
Turks, by the defpotifin of the government, and by the ftay which the
fquadron of the captain-pacha makes there every year, that its inhabitants
have imperceptibly difappeared, and that it no longer prefents at this day any
thing but uncultivated fields and villages partly deftroyed. During the war
of Caxnia, the Venetians alfo greatly contributed to its depopulation, by
ravaging it, and deftroying almoft all the olive-trees, which conflituted its

principal wealth.

Paros had ftill fix thoufand inhabitants at the beginning of the century:
at the prefent day there are reckoned fcarcely two thoufand. The European
confuls have withdrawn from it long fince; the catholics bave fled, and the
Grecks who rema'n, idle and wretched, fee themfclves expofed cvery year to
the ftick of the officers of the captain-pacha’s f{quadron, to the fword of the
failors, to the rapacity of all.

Paros lies two leagues to the weft of Naxos: its extent is not near fo:
confiderable; but it has in proportion a much greater quantity of' lands fit
for culture. Its mountains are lefs clevated, its nfing grounds lefs arid, and.
its plains would be as fertile, if they were as well watered.

The harbour of Navss4, fituated to the north, is one of the fineft and
moft fpacious in the ArcHiPreLaco. Here are flill to be feen the remains
of the batteries which the Ruffians had erected for defending its entrance,
when, mafters of the AvcHIPELAGO in their war before the laft wun the
Turks, they had made Paros the depot of their forces.

This
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This harbour is unwholefome in autumn and towards the end of the fum.
mer, on account of fome marfhes which are fituated at the head of it.
The Ruffian army fuffered from them to fuch a degree, that it was obliged
to quit the place, after having loft a great number of failors and fold" .

There are thrce harbours on the eaft fide of the ifland: the firft, called
Port Si1nTa Maria, towards the north point, is fheltered, by fome iflands,
from winds from the north and fouth; but it is open to the north-eaft,
which prevents thips from frequenting it in. winter.

The harbour of MarMoRra4 lies in the middle. Near there is feen Fort Sant
Axtonio, in which VEN1ERI, prince of the ifland, fuftained for a long time
all the efforts of BARBAROssA. He gave up this important poft only becaufe

the garrifon were in want of every thing, and perithing with thirt and
hunger.

The harbour of Trio lies lower down: it is, like the firft, fheltered by
fome iflands, but open to foutherly winds. The captain-pacha remains at
anchor here every year for upwards of a month, till the return of the gallies
and fmall veflels which he difpatches to the neighbouring iflands, in order
to colle@ the impoft to which they are fubje&.

There is only one harbour to the weftward, at the head of which the
principal town is built. Veflels of burden anchor without, under fhelter of

fome iflets, as well as in the narrow channel that feparates Paros from An-
TIPAROS,

The modern town is built on the ruins of the anciene. At this day it is
no more than a wretched village, while it was formerly one of the largeft,
richeft, and handfomeft citics of the ArRcHIPELAGO; and what comes to

the
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the fupport of the teftimony of the ancient authors, are the fragments of
cornices, capitals, and pillars, which are feen fcattered about, or which are
to be remarked in the walls of the modern houfes and churches.

M arrEsus, fituated to the weftward of the harbour of MakMoRa, is the
moft lofty mountain in the ifland: this it is that furnithed more particularly
the marble which the Grecks drew from Paros. Near an ancient .quarry,
here is ftill to be feen the bafs-relief fketched on a rock of which TournE-
rort has fpoken, and of which M. pe Croiseur has given a drawing.

AxTtiraros, known formerly under the name of Ovriaros, is remarkable
only for the extent of its grotto, all the details of which may be confulted
in the two authors that 1 have juft quoted. But ought it to be confidered
as a quarry from which marble was extra&cd for a length of time, or as a
vaft cavity, fuch as naturdlly exift in moft calcareous mountains? The
filence of authors leaves us in fufpence, and the infpe@ion of the fpot af-

fords us no greater information in this refpeét.

The inhabitants of thefe two iflands gather, for the wants of the year,
wheat, barley, wine, fefamum, and fome legumes. Cotton is the moft con-
fiderable prodution, and the only onc that furnifhes the inhabitants with
the mecans of paying their impoft, and of procuring themfelves fuch com-
modities as they are in need of. Fruits and herbage would be an article
fomewhat important, did not the Turks, who anchor at Trio, frequently
take poffeflion of them by main force, or require them at a very low price.
Thefe two iflands pay {omething more than 8,000 piaftres by way of impofl.

YOL, 1. -3 CHAPTLER
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CHAPTER VIIE

Departure from Naxos.—Stay at Nio.—Productions and indufiry of its
inhabitants.— Departure from that ifland.—View of Sikinos and Phole-
gandros.—Arrival at Cimolis.—Fear of the inhabitants—Defeription of
this volcanic ifland.—Origin of Cimolian earth.— Digging in fome ancient
[fepultures.—Shooting excurfion to Polino.~—Scrpents and wild goats of
that iflund.

I~ the afternoon of the 2oth of Meflidor (8th of July) we failed from
Nax14a; and, in a few hours, by means of the northerly wind, which blows
regularly in fummer over the ARcuirELAGO, we caft anchor in the harbour
of Ni1o. The diftance from the onc ifland to the other is fcarcely four
leagues; but, from the one harbour to the other, it is reckoned at leaft
cight. That of Nro is on the fouth fouth-weft fide of the ifland, and that
of Nax1a is on the weft, as we have already mentioned.

The town is half a league from the harbour, on an eminence: it is toler-
ably well built, and appears to occupy the fite of the ancient one; for fomc
remains of old walls are ftill to be perccived in its weftern.quarter.

The ifland, anciently known under the name of Ibs, is lofty, mountainous,
and mtcr(c&ed by fome vallies, and fome plains not very extenfive: it is not
pear fo fertile as Paros, and is little more than forty miles in circuit. lIts
bafe is every where fchiftofe or granitical, and the greater part of its moun-
tains are calcarcous.

The
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The population of N1o amounts to three thoufand feven hundred fouls,
all of the Greck church. There are at this day no more than two catholic
families, including that of the agent of the French nation; which i. the
rcafon that public tranquillity is never difturbed there, as in moft of the
other iflands of the ArciuirreLaco, by the underhand dcalings and intrigues
of the Greek pricfts, every where jealous of the proteion which Fiancr

grants to the Latin churches.

N1o pays to the captain-pacha near 9,000 piaftres, including prefcats
and other cuflomary expenfes. A Greck waiwode, appointed by the PorTr,
is charged with the colleftion of the impoft. He is allo to keep good order,
and adminifier juflice, conjointly with fix primates, whom the inhabitaats

clect every year in a general aflembly.

This ifland, of too little extent to be fuflicient for its own wants, has
almoft always experienced the lot of the other Cycraprs. Hiftory would
make little mention of it, if Homrr, paffing from Sanmos to ATHENS, had
not anchored in its harbour, and died there a few days after. The inha-

bitants haflencd to erc& to him a tomb, no veftige of which has been re-

maining for a long time paft.

Moft of the medals of N1o bear a palm-tree on their reverfc. This trec
is no longer cultivated in the ifland: it is even rather fcarze in the Arcui-
rr1.aco, and thofc which we faw at Scio, in CiuTr, and at Naxos, have
never yielded fruits that have arrived at maturity.  The climate is not
{ufliciently warm to admit of it. We fhall cven remark, that the date ripens
with difficulty in EcyeT, when the tree is too much cxpofed to the cool

fca-breeze.

Almofi
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Almoft all the inhabitants of this ifland are cultivators: very few ameng
them are mariners or nrerchants: a&ive and laborious, they turn to pretty
good account a foil naturally far from fertile. They negle&t nothing to
obtain manure, and to water the grounds intended to fupply them with

herbage and fruits.

When the labours of the country are finifhed or interrupted, the women
employ themfclves in fpinning the cotton which they gather, and in knitting
ftockings and caps which they fell to their dealers, or to ftrangers who land
on the iflind. We never appeared in the flreets without feeing womeir
running up from all quarters, who came to offer us fome, and who frequently

fatigued us by the perfeverance which they difplaycd in getting us to purchafe

them.

<

This love of work enables the inhabitants of Nio to difcharge the impoft
with pun&uality, and procures to all a competence which one would not
imagine them to enjoy at firft fight. Here, as well as throughout the Otto-
man Empire, long and unfortunate expcrience has taught the tributary fub-
je@s, that they muft not. exhibit. too. much comfort, ftill lefs makc a difplay
of wealth: not only would the taxes be prefently increafed, but the cupidity.
of fome officer of the PorTE might not be fatiated except by the ruin of all
the inhabitants. The Turks, indeed, allow the 7nfidels to live, provided
they fuffer to be fnatched from- them every thing that exceeds the firft wants

of lifc.

"The iffand furniflies wine, not only to all its inhabitants, but alfo to thofe
veflels which anchor in the harbour.

In a good feafon are gathered as much as fifty thoufand okes of oil, of in-
different quality.
The
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The wheat, barley, and legumcs, are generally fuficient only for the con-

fumption of nine or ten months.

Every year are exported, for ANcoNa and VENicE, from eight to ten
thoufand okes of cotton, independently of a great. number of ftockings and
caps, which pafs into Itary and into the Brack Sta. There are likewile

made fome cotton cloths, which are confumed in the ifland.

A fmall quantity of wax and honcy is exported.

Herc are bred four hundred fmall-fized oxen, fix thoufand goats, and
three hundred fheep. Cheefe is an article of importation of little import-

ance..

We ftaid but three days at Nro: a fmall Ragufan veflcl being on the
point of departure for ARGENTIERA, we determined to cmbark on board
of her, and repair with her to that ifland. We fct fail on the 24th of
Meffidor (12th of July) at break of day, with a light breeze from the fouth-
caft, which permitted us to get to windward as much as was neceffary for
pafling to the northward of $1x1nvos. A calm afterwards detained us upwards
of three hours a mile from that ifland, till the north wind, which blew, as
ufual, about nine o’clock in the morning, allowed us to purfue our route.

SikiNos lies feven or cight miles to.the weft:fouth-weft of Nio. This
ifland is lofty, mountainous, of {mall extent, and contains, as we were in-
formed, but two hundred inhabitants. It has no harbour, and is little fre-
quented-at the prefent day by Europeans. Its produions confift of wheat,
barley, wine, cotton, and fruits. It pays about 2,000 piaftres to the cap+
tain-pacha.

We
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We prefently perceived, three or four leagues to the fouth, PoricaNpro,
formerly PuoLEGANDROS, an ifland a little {maller, and fomewhat lefs pro-
duétive, than SikiNnos. A moment after, we difcovered the little defert
iftand formerly called Licusa, and by the modern Grecks Carpiorissa, fitu-
ated nearly at an equal diftance from Sikinos and Poricanpro. Five
or fix lcagues to the northward we left Sipuanxto, formerly known under
the name of S1runos; and we anchored in the road of ARGENTIERA about
four o’clock in the afternoon, in fix fathoms water. Our mariners let go
but one anchor, and carried a mooring to the fhore, as the anchorage is
very fafc in fummer, and as it is, befides, fheltered in all feafons by Benrnt

ZIsraxp, which lies two miles off.  (See Prar 1)

In the cvening we repaired, with the captain, two fervants, and two
failors, to the village fituated on a height, a mile from the coaft. We were
greatly furprifed, on our arrival, to find the inhabitants under arms, and
above all to fee them level their picces at us, in order to prevent us from
advancing. We inquired after the French agent, an old feaman, whom
the nation has placed here to ferve as a pilot to the fhips of war which enter
the Arcuirrraco. They then interrogated us; and, on our anfwers, war-
fare was no longer in queftion. The primates laid afide their arms, came to
us, apologized, and not only invitcd us to cnter their town, but allo offered

us every thing that might lay in their power.

We were not long in difcovering the caufe of this general alarm: our
unexpected appearance at the town about fix or feven o’clock in the cvening,
in numbers which fear doubled, tripled perhaps, had made the unfortunate
inhabitants apprehend the return of the robbers who aot long fince Liad come
to plunder them.

We
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We were informed that twenty Mainots had furpnifed them on a holiday,

Lile they were drinking and diverting themlelves; and that, after having
fecured the fmall number of men in a condition to defend themiclves, th~y
had entered fucceflively into all the houfes, and had thence carried off the
moft valuable cffecs: they had puthed their cruclty fo far as to torture, in
a thoufand ways, the old men, the women, and the children, i1n order to
make them confcls the place where their moncy was concealed.  This fcene
of lLiorror lafted a wholec night. The vefltl which had brought thefe
Mainots, {ct fail the next morning without the inhabitants of ArRGENTI-
krRA, who were unarmed, being able to do any thing more than deplere
their mclancholy defliny, and to addrefs prayers to Heaven that thefc
robbers might be fwallowed up, with all their booty, by the foaming billows.

The Mainots, or Magnots, are Greeks who inhabit the fouth part of the
MorEea, the environs of SrART., and more particularly the part which ex-
tends from MisiTrA to Cape MaTaran. Feeble remains of the Lacedz-
monians, they are as ardent as their anceftors in defending their liberty, and
in maintaining their independence.  The Turks have fomctimes obtained a.
trifling tribute from them, without ever having becn able to. fubdue them
entircly.  Cultivators or fhepherds, mariners or pirates, according to wants
and circumftances, they are always ready to quit the finall towns which they
occupy on the Gulfs of Conox and of Coroxyruia, for the purpofc of
penetrating into the interior of the country, and eftablithing themfclves on
the mountains.

With this energy,. and this love of liberty, one regrets to fee among them
robbers, who, not content. with making war on the Turks that have un-
juftly difpoffeffcd them of a part of their territory, alfo go fometimes to
plunder the unfortunate Greeks of the fmall iflands of the Axcuirrraco,

3 whom
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whom a fame intereft and a fame religion (hould rather unitc againft their
common enemies.

ARGENTIERA, anciently known under the name of Cinorrs, received
the name that it bears at this day on our charts, from a mine.of filver,
which s faid to have been worked a long time with fuccefs. In the inten-
tion of fatisfying our curiofity in this refpet, we queftioned the agent of the
Republic, the primates, and fome of the inhabitants. They all anfwered
us, that they had, indeed, heard the old men fpeak of it, but that the
thunder-bolt which had fallen on it, had no longer left any traces of it.
The refcarches which we made on this fubject, during our ftay in the
ifland, were fruitle(s: we faw nothing that had the fmalleft appearance of a
mine; fo that we fhould doubt its exiftence, it the awkward anfwer of the
inhabitants had appeared to us diftated only by the intereft which they
have in concealing it from the Turks, who would be tempted, perhaps, to
work it, if it came to their knowledge; which would attrac them to the
ifland, and be a perpetual caufe of extortion.

The hiftory of this ifland is confounded with that of MiLo, whofe lot it
has always followed, and to which it is, befides, very near. It is little more
than eighteen miles in circumference, and its population is two hundred
fouls. Arid, mountainous, and volcanic, neither plains, vallies, nor watcred
lands, are to be feen throughout its whole extent; nor any thing, in a word,
that can render it an abode in the leaft agrceable to the inhabitants, Some
{cattered vines, very few olive and mulberry trees, a great many uncultivated
lands, very few which are fit for the culture of barley, wheat, and cotton:
this is what ARGENTIERA at firlt prefents to the eye of the traveller; but
the trace of the fubterrancous fires which have acted on it, fometimes with
flownefs, fometimes in a violent manner, merit, no doubt, to fix for a few

moments the attention of the naturalift.
The
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The town is fituated on a rock of red porphyry, very little changed by
the action of.fire. The texture of this porphyry is hard, and yet fufceptible
of a tolerably handfome polifh; but the felfpar, which is diffeminated in it
ia little white points, is partly decompofed. In the environs are found other.
porphyries of a bright green and of a dark green, not fo beautiful nor fo hard
as the preceding. To the wefl and to the fouth of the town are feen every
where rocks of porphyry, white or reddifh, more or lefs decompofed. That
which has attained the laft degree of decompofition, is friable, foft to the
touch, and by no means ponderous: it is eafily divided in water, and ap-
pears to have on linen and on cloths the properties of the beft fuller’s earth.
It is this which the ancients knew and diftinguithed by the name of Cimo-
Lian earth, or earth of CismoLis®.

.

Mariners who land on this ifland, as well as the inhabitants, make ufe of
this earth by way of foap, and obtain from it the fame refults. They
prefer, however, that which is taken from the bottom of the fea, in the road
itfclf, becaufe it is more pure, diffolves more quickly in water, and gets the.

dirt out of linen much better than the other+.

* Citizen VavqQueLin, member of the National Inftitute, a very diftinguifhcd chemitt,
to whom I communicated a (pecimen of this earth, analyzed it. Out of one hundred pasts

he found:

1. Silex - - - - - 79 parts;
2, Alumine - - - - 5
3. Lime - - - - - 4
4. Muriat of foda - - - 2
5. Water - .- - - 10
Total 100 )
+: This yiclded to Citizen Vauquerin, out of a hundred parts:

1. Silex - - - - - 68
2. Alumine - - - - 20
3. Muriat of foda. - - - 5
4. Water - - - - 7

100

YOL. II. . The.
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The Cimolian earth, taken from the rock which I have juft mentioned,
prefents, when broken, the portion of trap diftinct from felfpar. There are
feen in it a few fpicule of black fchorl, not decompofed ; and what leaves
no doubt refpecting the origin of this rock, is, that it may be traced through
all the alterations which it has undergone, from the beautiful red porphyry,
almoft entire, to the lafi ftate of decompofition of which I have {poken.

No rock here appears overthrown by the aéion of fire; thofc which are
cleft at a great depth, on a floping ground, are always in a grcat mafs, and
never prefent flrata nor banks; while, in the other parts of the ifland, to
the north-weft, for example, every where are feen regular ftrata, fragments
of rocks of various nature, more or lefs altered, and mixed with volcanic
athes, folid or porous lava. Here are to be perceiyed ftrata of pumice-

ftones, the greater part of which are in duft.

It is very evident that a part of the ifland has been formerly changed
by the flow and imperceptible attion of fubterraneous fires, or by the va-
pours which they have raifed, as we fhall preicntly fee at Mrro, and that
the other has been covered by the fubftances which a volcano has ¢jeéted and
depofited in regular ftrats, as is in like manner to be feen at Mivro, and

particularly at SANTORIN.

The day aftcr our arrival at Craorss, the primates conduéted us upwards
of half a league from the town, on the wefl fide of the ifland, to a placc in
the vicinity of the fea, where we perceived fragments of bricks and potter’s
ware, which would have fufficiently indicated to us the pofition of the
ancicnt town, if tradition, among the inhabitants, could have left us any
doubt in this refpe@. On a bank of lava of a yellowith gray, which would,
at firlt fight, be taken for a clay loaded with faline fubftances, we faw about

forty ditches dug befide each other, and a little farther, on a hillock of
a the
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the faime nature, other ditches, which appeared to us to have been recently
dug: the latter contained charcoal, human boncs burnt, and fragments of
earthen veflels.  On onc of the fides of this hillock was a fquare opening,
which led us to a grotto, where we found four fimple farcophagi of une-
qual fize, of a white porphyric lava, fomewhat hard, and yet eafy enough
to be hewn. Their lid was wanting; but they were, in other refpe@s, in
tolerably good prefervation: they were five or fix fect in length, by two or
two and a half in breadth. The grotto had the form of a long fquare,
fifteen feet in depth, before which was a {quare veftibule eight feet in width.

This difcovery gave us the idea of having the earth dug above the hil-
lock, in the places where the ground echoed under our feet, and appeared
not to have been moved. Our attempt. was fuccefsful: the firk ftrokes
of the fpade procured us fome rude figures of baked earth, in rather bad
prefervation, fuch as a toad, a fphynx, and a cock, as well as a fmall vafe
with a haudle, in the Etrufcan ftyle. As it was late, and we had with us
only onc man whom thc primates had had the civility to order to come
from a ncighbouring field, we refolved to confine ourfclves for that day to
our firft trials, and te return the next day with twenty workmen, in order to
turn up all the hillock, and endeavour to difcover fome catacomb, into

which no one had penetrated before us.

The captain.of the veflel on board of which we had come to Cimouris,
prevailed on us to embark in his boat; which faved us from the difagreeable
neceffity of going on- foot or of riding, as the day before, on afles which
neither had bridles nor. balters, and un which had been put, by way of
faddles, . very inconvenient pack-faddles, furnithed with four longitudinal
pieces of wood, fuch as we had feen in almoft alt the iflands of the AncHi-
PELAGO..

8 2 When
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